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COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  1908. 


istorth:  j^mericj^. 

CANADA. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  CONSUL-GENERAL  JOHN   G.    FoSTER,    OTTAWA. 

The  year  1908  was  one  of  curtailment  and  economy  in  most 
branches  of  industry  and  trade,  but  at  its  close  general  business 
conditions  seemed  healthful  and  satisfactory  and  the  last  three 
months  were  more  active  than  the  corresponding  months  of  1907. 
The  laree  expenditure  of  money  for  railway  construction  and  the 
bountiful  crops  of  the  past  season  contributed  largely  to  favorable 
conditions,  and  at  the  beginning  of  1909  credit  and  confidence  seem 
fairly  well  reestablished.  The  value  of  the  field  crops  for  1908  is 
estimated  at  $432,534,000,  and  of  this  about  $125,000,000  comes 
from  the  three  northwest  provinces,  a  country  practically  unpro- 
ductive a  few  years  ago.  The  rapid  development  of  this  western 
region  continues  to  act  as  a  potent  stimulus  to  the  whole  Dominion, 
and  the  demands  connected  with  this  development  have  seriously 
taxed  the  financial  resources  of  Canada  during  the  year  and  will 
continue  to  require  for  some  time  the  expenditure  of  large  sums  of 
money. 

LAND  UNDER  CULTIVATION   AND   CROP  YIELDS. 

The  area  of  land  under  cultivation  in  field  crops  in  1908  was 
27,505,663  acres.  The  yield  per  acre  and  the  total  crop  value  of 
each  of  the  principal  crops  were  as  follows: 


Crop. 


Yield 
per  acre. 


Total 
value. 


Crop. 


Yield 
per  acre. 


Total 
value. 


Barley 

Beans 

Beets,  sugar. 
Buckwheat. 

Com 

Raxseed... 

Fodder 

Hay 

Oats 


Bushelt. 
26.79 
27.00 

aia07 
24.56 
82.45 
ia76 

a  11.27 
0  1.30 
31.64 


121,353,000 

1,968,000 

578.000 

4,215,000 

11,837,000 

1,457,000 

11,782,000 

121,884,000 

96,480,000 


Peas 

Potatoes 

Rye , 

Turnips,  etc. 

Spring.. 

Winter. . 

Other  grains. 


ButktU. 

17.05 
132.00 

17.09 
373.00 

16.03 
24.40 
32.73 


$1,262,000 

84,819,000 

1,262,000 

17,332,000 

74,975,000 
16,253,000 
10,140,000 


a  Tons. 


FARM    ANIBiALS;    LAND   VALUES,    AND   WAGES. 

The  census  and  statistics  bulletin  for  January.  1909,  makes  the 
following  statements  concerning  the  values  of  rarm  animals  and 
farm  land  and  concerning  wages: 

The  total  value  of  fann  ammals  in  the  Dominion  in  June,  1908,  was  $531,000,000. 
The  value  of  bones  in  round  numbers  was  $264,000,000;  milch  cows,  $99,000,000; 
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other  homed  cattle,  1122,000,000;  sheep,  $15,000,000;  swine,  $31,000,000;  and  the 
average  values  were  $124.74  for  horses^  $34  for  milch  cows,  $26.35  for  other  homed 
cattle,  $5.23  for  sheep,  and  $9.28  for  swine.  The  June  price  of  wool  for  the  Dominion 
was  18  cents  per  pound. 

The  average  value  of  farm  land  for  all  the  provinces  is  $35.70  per  acre.  In  five  of 
the  Provinces  it  is  imder  $30,  beine  $27.30  in  Manitoba,  $25  in  Nova  Scotia,  $21.40  in 
New  Brunswick,  $20.40  in  Saskatchewan,  and  $18.20  in  Alberta.  In  Prince  Edward 
Island  the  average  is  $33.70  per^acre,  in  Quebec  $41.90,  in  Ontario  $47.30,  and  in  Brit- 
ish Columbia  $76.10.  Values  are  high  in  the  Lsist-named  Province  owing  to  the  com- 
paratively large  extent  of  farm  land  planted  in  orchards  and  small  fruits. 

The  average  monthly  wages  of  farm  and  domestic  help  for  the  Dominion  was  $24.60 
for  males  ana  $13.50  for  females,  and  bv  the  year,  $209  for  males  and  $130  for  females. 
The  highest  averages  are  reported  for  tna  western  Provinces,  where  thev  reach  about 
$300  per  year  for  males  and  $160  for  females.  In  Ontario  and  Quebec  the  average  for 
males  is  about  $240,  and  for  females  $120  per  year,  but  is  a  little  higher  in  the  former 
Province  than  in  the  latter. 

MINERAL   PRODUCTION — FISHERY   INDUSTRY. 

The  values  of  the  metallic  and  nonmetallic  minerals  produced  in 
Canada  during  1908  were  $41,655,936  and  $45,367,913.  respectively, 
making  the  total  almost  the  same  as  that  of  1907.  Tne  production 
of  silver  in  1908  amounted  to  $11,667,197.  an  increase  of  more  than 
$3,000,000  over  1907.  The  production  of  copper  in  1908  amounted 
to  $8,500,885,  or  nearly  $3,000,000  less  than  m  1907.  The  gold  pro- 
duction amounted  to  $9,559,274;  pig  iron  from  Canadian  ore, 
$1,664,302;  lead,  $1,920,487;  nickel,  $8,231,538,  and  cobalt,  $112,253. 
The  chief  item  of  the  nonmetalUc  minerals  is  coal,  the  production  of 
which  in  1908  was  valued  at  $25,567,235,  about  $1,000,000  more 
than  in  1907.  Portland  cement  was  produced  in  1908  to  the  value 
of  $3,709,063. 

The  entire  catch  of  fish  by  Canadians,  including  fish  products, 
seals,  etc.,  during  the  season  of  1907,  comprising  the  winter  fishing 
ended  March  31,  1908,  was  valued  at  $25,499,349.  This  was  a  de- 
crease of  about  $750,000  from  that  of  the  previous  year. 

The  value  of  the  fish  caught,  by  provinces,  was  as  follows: 


Province. 


British  Columbia 

New  Brunswick. 

Nova  Scotia. 

Ontario 

Prince  Edward  Island 


Value. 


$6,122,923 
5,300,564 
7.632,330 
1,935,025 
1,492,606 


Province. 


Quebec 

other  provinces. 

Total 


Value. 


12,047,300 
968,422 


25,499,349 


During  the  period  1869  to  1907,  inclusive,  the  total  value  of  the 
catch  of  the  five  principal  commercial  sea  fish  was  $458,057,310;  in 
1907  the  value  was  $15,773,648.     The  values  were  as  follows: 


Kind  of  fish. 

1869-1907. 

1907. 

Cod 

1143,134,571 
77,53,921 
87,376,676 
48,398,478 
101,804,665 

13,619,818 
2,078.766 
4,064,123 

Herring 

Lobster 

Mackerel 

981,606 

Salmon 

6.014,446 

Total 

458,067,310 

16,77S,648 
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RAILWAY   STATISTICS. 


The  mileage  of  Canadian  railways  in  1908  was  22,966.  There  were 
4,327  miles  reported  under  construction  on  June  30,  1908.  The  capi- 
tal invested  m  Canadian  railways  totals  $1,239,295,013,  of  which 
$607,425,349  is  in  stocks  and  $631,869,664  in  fimded  debt.  To  these 
figures  should  be  added  the  following  items  expended  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  railwavs:  Cost  of  Intercolonial  Kailway^  $87,575,952; 
Prince  Edward  Island  Railway,  $7,697,827;  Temiskaming  and  North- 
em  Ontario  Railway,  $12,208,950;  and  New  Brunswick  Coal  and 
Railway,  $1,940,375;  expenditure  on  National  Transcontinental  Rail- 
way. $30,250,191;  and  railway  subsidies,  $185,671,736,  making  a 
total  investment  in  railways  of  $1,564,640,044. 

The  cost  per  mile  of  corporation-owned  railways  in  stocks  was 
$28,952,  and  in  bonds,  $30,117.  The  length  pf  Govemment-owned 
railways  is  1,986  miles,  ana  the  cost  per  mile^  including  eauipment, 
was  as  follows:  International,  $60,355;  Pnnce  Edward  Island, 
$28,830^  Temiskaming  and  Northern  Ontario,  $58,411;  and  the  New 
Brunswick  Coal  and  Kailway,  $33,454.  The  number  of  passengers 
carried  during  1908  on  all  railways  was  34,044,992.  The  average  re- 
ceipts per  passenger  mile  were  1.920  cents.  There  were  63,071,167 
tons  or  freight  handled,  and  the  averaj^e  receipts  per  ton  per  mile 
were  .723  cent,  .089  cent  less  than  dunng  the  previous  year.  It  is 
expected  that  the  amount  of  construction  work  in  progress  during 
the  coming  season  will  be  larger  than  in  any  previous  year.  There 
are  at  present  under  contract  over  4,000  miles  of  railway  and  upward 
of  $90,000,000  will  be  required  to  complete  the  undertakings  now  in 
hand. 

The  report  of  the  transcontinental  railway  commission,  in  charee 
of  the  railway  construction  from  Winnipeg  eastward,  shows  that  the 
expenditure  during  the  nine  mouths  ended  December  31,  1908,  was 
$18,866,212,  making  the  total  expenditure  to  that  date  on  this 
account  $45,924^156.  The  total  imleage  of  grading  completed  was 
668,  and  the  mileage  of  track  laid  309.  The  entire  length  of  this 
route  with  the  exception  of  the  entrance  into  Winnipeg  is  now  under 
contract.  Contracts  for  steel  rails  were  awarded  as  follows:  Domin- 
ion Iron  and  Steel  Company,  of  Sydney,  Nova  Scotia,  105,695  tons, 
and  the  Algoma  Steel  Company  69,123  tons.     The  commission  ex- 

?re8se8  the  opinion  that  the  section  between  Winnipeg  and  the  Fort 
i^illiam  branch  line  will  be  ready  for  operation  by  September,  1909. 

IMMIGRATION    AND   HOMESTEAD   ENTBIE8. 


The  following  table  gives  statistics  of  the  immigration  into  Canada 
for  the  calendar  years  1906,  1907,  and  1908: 


From — 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

Total. 

United  S^tM 

63,782 
97,767 
M,373 

56,687 
132,060 
88,627 

57,213 
66,727 
35,760 

177,682 

Untied  Kliiffdom         

285,644 

An  Qtih^r  coiintrifft    

178,760 

Total.            

215,912 

277,874 

148,986 

641,086 
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The  falling  off  in  immij^ation  during  1908  as  compared  with  1907 
was  over  46  per  cent.  This  was  in  part  due  to  certain  restrictive 
measures  adopted  by  the  Government,  but  more  largely  to  depressed 
industrial  ancl  commercial  conditions.  A  very  large  volume  or  immi- 
gration from  the  United  States  is  anticipated  by  the  government 
officials  for  1909. 

During  1908  the  total  number  of  homestead  entries  amoimted  to 
38,559.  The  niunber  of  land  patents  issued  by  the  Government 
during  the  year  was  19,763,  covering  5,825,288  acres. 

SUBSIDIES,  BOUNTIES,  AND  COMMEBCIAL  FAILURES. 

The  amount  of  mail  subsidies  and  steamship  subventions  author- 
ized by  the  Dominion  government  for  the  year  ended  March  31,  1909, 
was  $1,735,634,  and  for  the  year  ending  March  31'  1910,  $1,854,801. 
The  amounts  of  bounties  paid  on  commodities  lor  the  fiscal  year 
ended  March  31,  1908,  were  as  follows: 


ArUcIes. 

Quantity. 

Bounty. 

Flb*r»  manilft 

pounds. . 

12,315,276 

683,770 

15,425,553 

26,081,139 

661.940 

67,856 

$41,983 
863,817 

Iron.  dIk 

tons. . 

L««i     ;..........: 

pounds. . 

51,001 

Petroleiim,  crude 

gallons.. 

391,217 

Steel  

tons. . 

1,092.201 

Steel,  manufoctures  of 

do.... 

347,135 

Total 

2,787,354 



The  commercial  failures  m  Canada,  according  to  a  trade  report, 
mmibered  1,640  in  1908,  against  1,278  in  1907.  The  UabiUties  were 
$14,931,890,  against  $13,231,259.  The  total  UabiUties  exceeded 
those  of  1907, 1906,  or  1905,  and  during  a  period  of  fifteen  years  were 
exceeded  only  in  1894  and  1896. 

WATER   POWER   AND   FOREST   WEALTH — TARIFF  TREATY. 

In  a  recent  address  on  the  water  power  and  forest  wealth  of  Canada, 
deUvered  by  the  superintendent  or  railway  lands,  it  was  stated  that 
the  total  water  power  amounted  to  25,687,907  horsepower.  The 
greatest  amount  was  in  Quebec^  where  the  total  was  17,075,939 
horsepower.  Ontario  was  credited  with  3,129,168  horsepower, 
Manitoba  with  500,000,  and  the  other  provinces  ranged  from  80,000 
up.  The  superintendent  stated  that  no  accurate  estimate  of  forest 
wealth  had  oeen  made,  but  that  various  estimates  had  been  ^ven 
ranging  from  100,000,000  to  800,000,000  acres.  He  expressed  the 
beUef  uiat  there  was  less  merchantable  timber  in  Canada  than  in  the 
United  States. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Franco-Canadian  treaty  as  recently  amended 
wiU  receive  early  ratification  from  both  the  Dominion  and  French 
governments^  and  the  expectation  is  expressed  by  Canadians  that 
this  convention  wiU  prove  of  considerable  value  to  the  Dominion. 
Under  it  Canada  obtains  an  average  reduction  of  about  33  per  cent 
on  about  150  different  articles,  including  agricultural  and  otner  ma- 
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chinery.  typewriting  machines,  lean  cattle,  bacon,  ham,  tinned 
meats,  nsh,  rumiture,  etc.,  and  tariff  reductions  are  granted  to  France 
on  over  100  articles,  including  wine  and  many  other  articles  of 
luxury. 

BEET-SUOAR  PRODUCTION. 

The  beet  sugar  industry  is  now  in  its  eighth  year  in  Caneda.  Four 
factories  for  making  and  refining  sugar  have  been  built  in  Ontario  and 
one  in  Alberta,  though  two  or  three  of  these  are  not  now  in  operation. 
In  1901  the  legislature  of  Ontario  set  apart  $225,000  as  a  special  fund 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  consohdated  revenue  of  the  province  to  encourage 
the  growth  of  sugar  beets  and  the  estabUshment  of  factories  for  the 
manufacture  of  beet  sugar.  The  act  provides  for  the  payment  out  of 
the  fund  for  sugar  of  first-class,  marketable  quality  at  a  rate  of  one- 
half  cent  per  pound  for  the  product  of  the  first  and  second  years;  of 
one-quarter  cent  for  the  third  year  and  nothing  for  any  year  thereafter. 
It  also  provides  for  a  payment  of  not  more  than  $75,000  in  any  one 
year.  These  yearly  grants  were  subject  to  the  conditions  (1)  that 
m  the  first  year  of  operation  at  least  $4  per  ton  should  be  paid  for 
beets  deUvered  at  factories  under  contract  irrespective  of  the  con- 
tents of  saccharine  matter;  (2)  that  in  the  second  and  third  years  pay- 
ment should  be  at  the  rate  of  33 J  cents  per  ton  for  every  1  per  cent  of 
sugar  in  the  beets;  and  (3)  that  contracts  should  be  submitted  and 
approved  by  the  minister  of  agriculture.  In  1904  this  act  was 
amended  by  setting  apart  $150,000  additional  to  the  special  fund  and 
authorizing  a  uniform  payment  of  one-half  cent  per  pound  of  refined 
sugar  yearly  for  a  period  of  five  years.  Under  these  acts  the  province 
has  paid  $370,906  on  86,050,811  pounds  of  sugar. 

Tne  Alberta  legislature  has  provided  for  a  Donus  of  one-half  cent 
per  poimd  of  refined  sugar  proauced  from  beet  root  at  the  factory  for 
two  years  commencing  m  1906,  and  one-quarter  of  a  cent  per  pound 
for  three  years  following,  the  bonus  to  be  divided  equally  between 
grower  and  company.  The  imports  into  Canada  of  sugar  for  con- 
sumption in  the  nscalyear  ended  March  31, 1908,  amounted  to  22,056- 
516  jpounds,  valued  at  $491,463.  Under  a  provision  of  the  customs 
tarin  of  1907,  bcfet-sugar  manufacturers  are  permitted  to  import  non- 
British  sugar  at  the  preferential  customs  rate  to  the  extent  of  two 
tons  of  such  sugar  for  every  ton  of  Canadian  beet  sugar  produced. 
The  government  further  assists  the  manufacturer  of  beet  sugar  by 
admitting  free  of  duty  machinery  of  every  kind  and  structural  iron 
and  steel  when  imported  for  use  in  the  construction  and  equipment 
of  factories  for  the  manufacture  of  sugar  from  beet  root. 

TRADE   DISPUTES — RURAL   MAIL   DELIVERY. 

There  were  69  trade  disputes  reported  to  the  department  of  labor 
during  1908  compared  with  149  in  1907,  138  in  1906,  87  m  1905,  103 
in  1904,  and  160  in  1903.  The  number  of  work  people  involved  in 
1908  was  approximately  26,232,  compared  with  34,094  in  1907.  The 
number  of  working  days  lost  through  trade  disputes  were  approxi- 
mately 708,191  in  1908,  compared  with  a  loss  of  613,986  days  in  1907. 

During  the  past  year  Canada  has  introduced  rural  mail  delivery 
to  a  limited  extent.     In  the  House  of  Conmions  the  postmaster- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


10  COMMEBCIAL  RELATIONS. 

general  stated  that  during  the  year  the  Government  had  obtained 
6,000  boxes  from  New  York  City.  These  are  furnished  to  the  patrons 
in  rural  districts  at  $3  each.  Forty-four  mail  routes  were  put  into 
operation  during  the  year  at  a  total  cost  per  annum  of  $663.50  each 
over  the  cost  of  the  regular  mail  service. 

EXPORTATION   OF   ELECTRIC   POWER. 

The  three  Canadian  power  companies  at  Niagara  have  exported 
to  the  United  States,  since  the  coming  into  force  of  the  electricity  and 
fluid  exportation  act  up  to  December  31,  1908,  381,000,000  kilowatt 
hours  (Kilowatt  hour  =1.34  horsepower  maintained  for  one  hour). 
Licenses  are  for  one  year  and  are  uniform  in  all  respects.  They  are 
renewed  each  year,  provided  the  licensees  have  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  act  and  regulations,  and  provided  also  that  the 
Canadian  demands  for  power  are  such  as  to  continue  its  exportation. 
The  licenses  state  that  a  fixed  quantity  of  power  may  be  exported, 
but  there  is  express  provision  that  the  licenses  are  subject  to  the 
regulations  estaDlished  by  the  Governor-General  in  council,  and  these 
regulations  provide  that: 

Any  license  issued  thereunder  shall  be  revocable  at  will  by  the  fi^ovemor  in  council. 
If  the  licensee  refuses  or  neglects  to  comply  with  any  of  the  conaitions  from  time  to 
time  imposed  by  the  governor  in  council  with  regard  to  the  supply  and  distribution  of 
electrical  eneigv,  gas,  or  fluid  in  Canada,  and  moreover  whenever  such  electrical 
energy,  gas,  or  fluid  is  required  for  use  of  purchasers  in  Canada,  any  such  license  shall 
be  revocable  upon  such  notice  to  the  licensee  as  the  governor  in  council  deems  reason- 
able in  such  case. 

• 

BRITISH   COBiMEBCIAL   AGENTS — PUBLIC   DEBT. 

During  1908  a  commissioner  was  appointed  by  the  British  Board 
of  Trade  (a  department  of  the  Iraperial  Government)  to  represent 
British  commercial  interests  in  Canada.  The  commissioner  has 
appointed  correspondents  in  St.  John,  New  Brunswick:  Winnipeg, 
Manitoba,  and  Vancouver  and  Victoria,  British  Columbia.  These 
correspondents  are  in  the  pay  of  the  British  Board- of  Trade.  The 
commissioner  states  that  tne  duties  he  expects  to  discharge  will  be 
almost  identical  with  those  of  American  consuls  stationed  at  different 
points  throughout  Canada. 

The  total  net  debt  of  the  Dominion  on  December  31, 1908,  amounted 
to  $291,573,767,  as  compared  with  $253,743,452  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1907.  The  dominion  revenue  for  tne  nine  months  ended  De- 
cember 31,  1908,  was  as  follows:  Customs,  $34,822,929;  excise, 
$11,706,824;  post-oflBce,  $5,049,575;  public  works,  including  rail- 
ways, $7,213,008,  and  miscellaneous,  $3,506,247;  total,  $62,298,583. 

The  total  expenditure  on  consolidated  fund  account  amounted  to 
$50,432,621.  In  addition  to  this,  there  was  expended  on  capital 
account  during  the  nine  months'  period  the  following:  Public  works, 
railwavs,  and  canals,  $22,960,881;  dominion  lands,  $566,917;  militia, 
capital,  $777,588;  railway  subsidies,  $516,126;  bounties,  $1,495,442; 
South  Africa  contingent,  $15;  total,  $26,316,969. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NOBTH   AMEBICA:   CANADA. 


11 


FINANCE   AND   BANKING BUILDING  OPEBATIONS. 

On  December  31,  1908,  the  dominion  government  held  in  specie 
$61,674,579.  Dominion  notes  outstanding  on  that  day  amounted 
to  $79,434,694.  The  post-oflBce  savings-bank  balance  to  the  credit 
of  depositors  on  Decenaber  31,  1908,  was  $44;895,649,  and  the  balance 
to  the  credit  of  depositors  in  the  dominion  government  savings  banks 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  $14,406,924. 

On  December  31,  1907,  there  were  35  chartered  banks  in  Canada 
with  a  total  paid-up  capital  of  $95,995,482.  On  December  31,  1908. 
there  were  only  33  sucn  banks,  but  their  paid-up  capital  amounted 
to  $96,457,573. 

A  report  of  the  building  operations  in  the  Dominion  during  1908 
for  73  localities,  including  all  cities  having  a  population  of  8,000  or 
over,  shows  that  the  total  value  of  buildmgs  erected  amounted  to 
$51,453,358,  a  decrease  of  about  10  per  cent,  due  presumably  to 
the  depressed  financial  condition  of  the  country. 

The  cities  showing  a  value  of  building  operations  exceeding  $500,000 
were:  Toronto,  $11,795,436;  Vancouver,  $5,950,893;  Winnipeg, 
$5,513,700;  Montreal,  $5,062,326;  Edmonton,  $2,549,847;  Ottawa, 
$1,794,075;  Fort  WilHam,  $1,560,835;  Hamilton,  $1,331,182;  Vic- 
toria, $1,230,740;  Calgary,  $1,004,520;  London,  $866,330;  Hahfax, 
$857,271;  New  Westminster,  $600,000;  Three  Rivera,  $581,900; 
Quebec,  $546,248;  Welland,  $525,000;  Regina,  $516,656.  and  Moose 
Jaw,  $500,000.  The  city  showing  the  largest  gain  for  trie  year  was 
Vancouver,  being  $353,299  over  1907. 

FOREIGN   TRADE. 

The  total  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Canada  for  the  calendar 
year  1908  was  $562,293,281,  against  $646,150,769  in  the  previous 
year,  a  loss  of  $83,857,488.  Of  the  trade  in  1908  the  imports  were 
valued  at  $292,288,575,  of  which  $172,996,561  were  dutiable  and 
$119,292,014  were  free.  The  exports  amounted  to  $270,004,706, 
the  shipments  of  home  produce  representing  a  value  of  $247,630,811 
and  those  of  foreign  produce  $22,373,895. 

The  total  trade  of  the  Dominion,  snowing  the  shares  of  the  United 
States  and  the  United  Kingdom  for  1908,  was  as  follows: 


Country. 


United  states.... 
United  Kingdom 
OttMrooiintrles.. 

TtotaL 


Imports. 


Dutiable. 


188,629,889 
53,199,574 
31,167,098 


172,996,561 


Free. 


187,000,050 
17,787,652 
14,504,312 


119,292,014 


Exports. 


Home  prod- 
uce. 


182,662,340 
133,625,624 
31,342,847 


247,630,811 


Foreign  prod- 
uce. 


110,137,827 
7,494,637 
4,741,431 


22,373,895 
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IMPORTS   BY  ARTICLES. 


The  principal  articles  of  import  entered  for  consumption,  and  the 
respective  shares  arriving  from  the  United  States,  the  United  King- 
dom, and  all  other  coimtries  during  the  calendar  year  1908  are  shown 
in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 


United  States. 


Dutiable. 


Free. 


United  Kingdom. 


Dutiable.         Free. 


Otlier  countries. 


Dutiable.         Free. 


Ale,  beer,  and  porter 

Animals,  live 

Books,  periodicals,  etc 

Breadstuflb 

Bricks,  tiles,  etc.,  and  manu- 
fectures  of. 

Buttons  and  materials  for 

Carriages,  carts,  wagons,  etc. . . . 

Coal,  coke,  and  coal  dust 

Cocoa  beans,  nibs,  etc 

Coffee,  extracts,  etc. 

Cordage,  rope,  etc 

Cotton,  and  manuftetures  of. . . 

Drues,  chemicals,  etc 

Earthenware,  china  ware,  etc . . 

Electrical  apparatus  and  sup- 
plies  

Fancy  articles 

Flax,  hemp,  Jute,  etc 

Fruits 

Furs  and  skins,  and  manu- 
factures of. 

Glass,  and  manufactures  of. ... . 

Gloves  and  mitts 

Grasses,  fibers,  etc 

Outta-percha,  India  rubbn*, 
and  manufactures  of 

Hats,  caps,  bonnets,  and  mar 
terial  for 

Hides  and  skins  other  than  fur. 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of. . 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufiic- 
tnresof. 

oils 

Oilcloth. 

Paintings,  drawings,  engrav- 
ings, etc 

Pai>er,  and  manufiictures  of. . . . 

Provisions 

Ribbons 

Seeds  and  bulbous  roots 

Settlers*  effects. 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of. 

Spirits  and  wines 

Sugar,  molasses,  etc 

Tea 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures  of. 

Watches 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of. . . . 

Wool,  and  manufactures  of. ... . 

AH  other  articles 


1319,434 

616,876 

1,428,022 

1,706,834 

251,661 

144,217 

1,600,601 

13,736,607 

288,670 

152,947 

123,822 

1,902,675 

1,076,298 

188,994 

1,968,441 
641,947 
116,270 

3,314,167 

182,614 

661,666 

164,188 

9,864 

641,616 

872,607 


2,377,766 

15,372,928 

2,127,116 

164,191 

417,974 

2,266,496 

3,675,162 

88,109 

1,132,381 


291,486 

64,662 

261,099 

34,466 

164,939 

602,972 

2,113,309 

6T>,732 

25,036,514 


S349,397 
1,006.498 
3,867,896 

416,151 
6,734 


15,399.608 
153,804 


1,462,741 
6,646,788 
4,133,789 


63,981 


321,644 
3,429,027 

1,688,539 
881 


1,251,663 

2,244,771 

154,830 
1,249,626 


4,827,879 
1,821,325 


173,867 
47,762 


26,815 

6,656,075 

264,540 


6,245 
'8,*2i2,*568' 


6,094,362 

216,848 

20,908,108 


tl95,648 

5,571 

446,414 

710,787 

180,661 
43,367 
131,984 
134,610 
254,946 
27,899 
128.289 

8,608,612 
640,626 

1,109,602 

88,706 

1,181,933 

1,868,601 

366,926 

424,  n7 

762.486 

640,044 

79 

161,044 

1,304,157 


616,011 

6,661,933 
139,746 
683,644 

193,960 
783,257 
106,727 
436,115 
36,606 


1.853,093 

1,352,248 

1.246,620 

1,408 

164,680 

39,962 

1^,631 

13,2^6,638 

7,086,619 


8299,156 
277,480 
329, 8n 

160.675 
312 


164,350 
61,301 
11,801 
11,632 

268,647 
1,286,422 


3,120,466 
138,366 

166,828 
706 


166,706 

31,062 

86,641 
985,342 


3,144,739 
118,804 


206,261 
472 


50.434 

2,804,059 

6^1 


1,606,640 
10,027 


39,387 

1,700,188 

541,723 


$8,900 

6,134 

79.906 

374,082 

382 

75,786 

74,904 

138 

156,842 

1,385 

1,744 

1,636,468 

537,106 

68,806 

38,616 

1,019,366 

866,369 

1,514,286 

833,644 

815,713 

739,461 

2,787 

24,822 

164,366 


61,082 

902,613 

129,975 

2,898 

164,310 
296,823 
224,430 
797,224 
34,004 


1,843,007 

1,824.182 

10,065,026 


411,211 
66,179 

190,072 
2,098,792 
4, 136, 672 


Total. 


87,000,060 


53,199,674 


17,787,662 


31,167,098 


$23,451 
130,261 
425,668 

3,168 
3,060 


47,708 
156.109 


81,709 
778,615 


169 


143,742 
417,074 

675,682 
11,435 


80,844 

916 

34,754 
!,  278, 246 


646,472 
117,826 


60,276 
12,446 


47,036 
166,212 
88,876 


824,254 

3,266.903 

173,841 


116,032 

295,042 

3,146,781 


14,504,312 


EXPORTS   BY   GLASSES. 

The  exports  of  home  produce  for  1908,  amounting  in  value  to 
$247,630,811.  showed  an  increase  of  $9,615,254  over  1907.  Agri- 
cultural proQUcts  gained  $18,515,544,  ana  fisheries  and  manufactures 
each  about  $1,000,000.  The  greatest  decrease  was  shown  in  forest 
products,  amounting  to  $6,780,380.  Animals  and  animal  products 
and  the  products  of  the  mine  also  showed  decreases,  the  amounts 
being  $2,569,543  and  $1,597,611,  respectively. 
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The  value  of  the  exports  of  home  products,  by 
1908  was  as  follows: 
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I,  m  1907  and 


Class. 

1907. 

1906. 

Class. 

1907. 

1906. 

Agricultural 

$57,368,407 
65,580,386 
13,480,400 
45.285,118 
27,780,366 

$75,883,051 
53,019,843 
14,435,023 
38,504,738 
28,892,297 

Mine 

$38,437,656 
74,225 

$36,840,044 
54,915 

Animal 

Other 

Ptoh 

Total 

Forest 

238,015,557 

247,630,811 

MftunfacturK 

PRINCIPAL   ARTICLES   OF  EXPORT. 

Canada's  best  customer  in  domestic  produce  is  the  United  Kingdom, 
which  took  articles  valued  at  $133,625,624,  or  53  per  cent  of  the  total 
shipments.  The  United  States  came  i|^ext  with  purchases  valued  at 
$82,662,340,  or  a  little  in  excess  of  33  per  cent. 

The  total  value  of  exports  for  1908  of  home  and  foreign  produce,  by 
principid  articles,  and  the  shipments  of  each  to  the  United  States  and 
the  United  Kingdom  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


United  Stotes. 


Home  prod* 
uce. 


Foreign 
produce. 


United  Kingdom. 


Home  prod- 
uce. 


Foreign 
produce. 


Total. 


Home  prod- 
uce. 


Foreign 
produce. 


Ajdmab,  live 

Breadstufls 

Coal,  coke,  charcoal,  etc 

Dni^  cliemicals,  dyes,  etc . . . 

FIsli  and  fish  products 

Fruit 

FuTB  and  skins,  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Hiocs'and  skins,  n.  e.s 

Leatbier,  and  manufactures  of. . 
Mftalff  sjid  minerals,  and  man- 
ufactures of 

Paper. 


Settlers' effects 

spirits  and  wines 

Wood,  unmanufactured. , 

Wood,  manufactured 

All  otber  articles 


SI,  303, 063 
2,313,277 
3,867,346 

522,519 
4,514,822 

353,241 

1,004,706 
33,916 

3,416,495 
84,731 

27,628,082 

1,001,067 

102,104 

1,497,462 

1,063,968 

25,235,883 
2,946,424 
5,593,215 


1475,752 

3,439 

158,357 

1,215,060 

4,743 

67,256 

69,777 
2,999 
12,021 


762,733 
21,980 
20,306 

122,376 
63,767 
14,032 
43,865 
7,061,196 


$9,755,086 
66,606,822 
18,065 
321,427 
3,808,617 
4,997,329 

1,450,211 
496,820 
269,929 

2,202,751 

3,606,710 

1,601,414 

33,932,317 

190,024 

88,684 

9,674,166 

1,608,692 

3,197,760 


$6,468,104 


3,256 


10,309 


10,993 

58,408 

722 

11,206 

26,660 

3,098 

166,899 

13,736 

722,249 


$11,325,076 
66,357,760 
4,968,606 
1,243,440 
13,878,286 
6,830,601 

2,712,616 

638,286 

3,720,168 

2,487,083 

37,780,119 
3,713,611 

34,523,936 
1,750,444 
1,356,965 

38,418,097 
4,920,747 

11,997,183 


$475,752 

10,262,503 

160,667 

1,228,286 

39,393 

79,961 

86,639 
2,909 
12,352 
49,764 

839,717 
22,755 
77,937 

160,622 
77,327 

181,726 

70,486 

8,669,373 


Total 82,662,340 


10,137,827 


133,626,624     7,494,637 


247,630,811 


22,373,895 


ALBERTA. 
CAIiGARY. 

By  Consul  E.  Scott  Hotchkiss. 

The  Calgary  consular  district  consists  of  the  Province  of  Alberta,  the 
eastern  hi3f  of  British  Columbia,  and  the  western  half  of  Saskatch- 
ewan. 

From  its  geographical  situation  it  is  destined  to  become  a  great 
agricultural  center,  and  by  necessity  Calgary  will  become  the  com- 
mercial and  industrial  center  of  Alberta  and  this  section  of  Canada. 
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Bank  clearm^  returns  are  regarded  as  the  real  index  of  the  business 
activities  of  cities  throughout  America.  The  clearing  returns  for  this 
city  are  larger,  in  proportion  to  population,  than  those  of  any  oUier 
city  in  the  United  States  or  Canada.  The  clearings  also  show  that 
the  amount  of  business  transacted  is  as  great  as  tlmt  of  many  cities 
many  times  its  size. 

GRAIN   AND  FLOUR  MARKET. 

Calgary  has  three  elevators  with  a  capacity  of  350,000  bushels 
each  and  one  in  course  of  construction  which  will  have  a  capacity  of 
1,000,000  bushels.  There  were  1,000,000  bushels  of  grain  marketed 
here  in  1908,  and  100,000  barrels  of  flour  were  milled  by  the  Calgary 
flour  mills,  which  have  a  daily  capacity  of  1,457  barrels.  Of  this 
flour  30,000  barrels  were  sold  in  China  and  Japan.  Five  elevator 
companies  have  their  main  offices  in  Calgary,  and  altogether  they 
operate  over  80  elevators  throughout  the  Province. 

This  consular  district  contains  some  of  the  most  fertile  and  produc- 
tive lands  from  an  agricultural  and  stock-raising  standpoint  to  be 
found  on  the  North  American  continent,  and  the  fact  that  these  lands 
are  awaiting  the  settler  is  becoming  widely  known,  judging  from  the 
immense  numbers  of  settlers  that  are  flocking  in  every  year  from  the 
United  States  and  different  parts  of  Europe.  The  average  yield  per 
acre  for  the  Calgary  district  tor  1905  and  1906  was  as  follows:  Winter 
wheat,  28.81  bushels;  spring  wheat,  26.27  bushels;  oats,  45.49  bush- 
els; barley,  30.21  bushels;  and  flax,  28.64  bushels.  Alberta  oats  are 
from  2  to  15  pounds  over  legal  weight. 

IMPORTANT   RAILROAD  AND   INDUSTRIAL   CENTER. 

The  principal  industries  carried  on  in  this  district  are  agriculture, 
stock  raising,  fishing  and  trapping,  manufacturing,  and  mining. 
Calgary  is  destined  to  become  one  of  the  great  rauway  centers  of 
Canada.  The  Canadian  Pacific,  Canadian  Northern,  Grand  Trunk 
Pacific,  Great  Northern,  and  in  fact  every  railroad  that  enters  western 
Canada  from  any  direction  will  make  this  city  its  headquarters.  The 
business  center  of  the  west  is  rapidly  shifting.  It  has  been  for  years  at 
Winnipeg,  but  is  steadily  moving  toward  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan. 

Calgary  is  the  jobbing  center  of  the  Northwest;  over  250  traveling 
salesmen  have  their  headquarters  here.  Its  future  as  a  center  for 
manufacturing  industries  also  is  assured  from  the  fact  that  cheap 
power  is  obtainable  both  by  hydro-electric  development  and  from 
natural  gas. 

The  development  work  of  the  Calgary  Natural  Gas  Company  has 
reached  the  stage  at  which  natural  gas  for  power  purposes  is  practically 
assured  and  at  a  minimum  cost.  Even  oetter  results  are  being  ob- 
tained at  Medicine  Hat,  to  the  east,  where  the  price  of  natural  ^as  is 
lower.  At  Bow  Island,  two  wells  have  been  sunk  and  gas  securea  at  a 
comparatively  shallow  depth,  one  well  producing  4,500,000  and  the 
other  7,000,000  cubic  feet  per  twenty-four  hours. 

Calgary,  from  a  municipal  standpoint,  is  taking  its  place  among  the 
foremost  of  western  cities.  The  city  owns  and  controls  its  own  light 
and  power  plant,  has  installed  a  water  svstem  capable  of  supplying 
the  city  with  water  for  an  indefinite  period,  and  is  extensively  ei^aged 
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in  many  other  civic  improvements,  such  as  street  paving,  etc. 
ferent  Kinds  of  pavements  are  being  tried,  includmg  Califon] 


Dif- 
fomia  as- 

Ehalt,  granitoid,  creosoted  block,  andT)ithulithic,  the  contracts  for  the 
tying  of  all  of  which  have  largely  gone  to  contractors  from  the 
United  States.  A  municipal  streetr-railway  system  is  also  being  in- 
stalled, the  steel  rails  and  other  supplies  for  which  are  being  secured 
from  tne  United  States.  American  firms  have  practically  the  only 
contracts  for  sewer  pipe.  At  the  recent  awarding  of  a  contract  for 
supplying  several  miles'  of  this  material  there  were  8  bidders,  6  of 
whom  were  from  the  United  States,  and  not  one  contract  went  to  a 
Canadian  firm. 

TBADB  WrrH  THE  UNFTED   STATES. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  the  value  of  the  imports  into  this  district,  as 
all  compilations  are  made  at  Ottawa,  but  tne  principal  articles  sup- 
pUed  from  the  United  States  are  automobiles,  boots  and  shoes,  elec- 
trical apparatus,  furniture,  fancy  goods,  hats,  hardware,  machinery, 
safes,  steel  rails,  typewriters,  saddlery,  etc. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  Calgary  to  the  United  States  in 
1908  was  $236,068,  agamst  $329,426  in  1907.  The  articles  and  their 
values  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


CatOe 

Hones 

Cement. 

Coal 

Emigranti'  effects . 

Fteh 

Furs,  raw 


1907. 


$15,675 
500 


157,665 


1908. 


147,254 
8,450 
29,437 
4,947 
9,399 
11,067 
61,876 


Articles. 


Hides  and  skins 

Household  goods 

Wood,  maimfaotures  of: 

Laths 

Lumber 

other  articles 


Total. 


1907. 


$113,837 
9,190 


32,659 


329,426 


1908. 


$1,067 
20,990 

2,207 
5,032 
34,342 


236,068 


The  declared  value  of  exports  from  the  agency  at  Lethbridge  to  the 
United  Stat^  during  1908  was  $159,115,  agamst  $108,168  for  1907. 

The  total  amount  of  customs  duties  received  at  Calgary  during  1908 
was  $426,425,  and  in'  1907  $604,359,  while  the  duties  received  at 
Lethbridge  for  the  two  years  were  $141,379  and  $154,640,  respectively. 
The  eoremment  creamery  at  Calgary  has  manufactured  diiring  the 
past  five  years  22,562  pounds  of  butter  annually,  the  price  averaging 
during  1908,  27.7  cents  per  pound. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 
FEBNIE. 

By  CoNSTJL  Frank  C.  Dbnison. 

The  conditions  of  the  various  business  interests  outside  the  moun- 
tains and  to  the  south  and  west  of  Femie  were  about  normal,  while 
through  the  Crows  Nest  Pass,  owii^  to  the  fire  in  August,  1908,  there 
was  an  unusual  state  of  affairs.  For  many  miles  afl  kinds  of  prop- 
ertv  were  destroyed.  New  buildings  were  then  erected  to  replace  the 
oldj  and  new  business  houses  started  or  old  ones  reestablished, 
which  has  made  the  season  one  of  exceptionally  hard  work,  so  that 
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a  survey  of  the  commercial  activities  here  would  hardly  be  more  than 
a  story  of  the  rehabilitation  of  Femie. 

For  the  last  five  months  of  1908  the  declared  exports  at  this  con- 
sulate to  the  United  States  were  as  follows:  Coal,  valued  at  $353,920; 
coke,  $31,618;  emigrants'  effects,  $8,251;  old  copper  and  rubber, 
$2,003;  contractors  outfits,  $1,759;  and  horses,  $1,328.  The  value 
of  American  goods  returned  was  $22,153. 

IMPOETS  FOE  THE  YEAE — FEUrT  TEADE. 

The  importation  of  goods  into  this  district  during  the  year  ended 
December  31,  1908,  was  rather  abnormal,  notwithstanding  that  the 

¥*eat  fire  interfered  to  a  considerable  extent  with  trade  conditions, 
he  value  of  the  imports  for  1908,  the  figures  being  obtained  as  far  as 
possible  from  merchants,  sawmill  men,  and  mine  managers,  amoimted 
to  $580,02 1 .  Of  this  amount  $41 5,273  came  from  the  United  States  and 
$164,749  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  other  European  countries. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  consisted  of  mining  and  saw- 
mill machinery  and  parts  to  the  value  of  $299,888;  green  fruits  and 
vegetables,  $42,948;  packing-house  products,  $18,853;  general  mer- 
chandise, $44,009;  and  beer  and  mineral  waters,  $9,575.  The 
greater  portion  of  the  green  fruits  and  vegetables  sUpped  into  Femie 
and  surrounding  points  comes  from  the  States  of  Washington^  Ore- 
gon, California,  Idaho,  Montana,  and  Florida,  the  States  ranking  as 
to  quantity  in  the  order  named.  Nearly  all  of  this  class  of  imports 
comes  to  Femie  directly  from  Spokane,  Wash.,  that  city  being  the 
distributing  point  for  such  products  coming  to  this  locality.  Two 
railways,  the  Great  Northern  and  Canadian  Pacific,  connect  Spokane 
and  Femie,  and  transportation  faciUties  are  good. 

The  green-fruit  trade  is  a  permanent  busmess  and  likelv  to  grow 
in  volume,  notwithstanding  that  the  growing  of  fruit  on  this  side  of 
the  international  line  is  proving  in  many  localities  to  be  a  success. 
The  early  fruits  from  the  South  are  on  the  market  before  the  fruits 
grown  to  the  west  of  Femie,  in  the  Okanagan,  Boundary,  and 
Kootenay  Valley  districts  come  to  maturity.  This  eives  the  south- 
em  grower  a  decided  advantage  as  to  price,  the  early  fruits  always 
commanding  the  highest  prices. 

A  large  proportion  of  tne  imported  fruits  consists  of  strawberries, 
cherries,  plums,  and  apricots,  coming  from  as  far  south  as  California. 
The  imports  from  Flonda  consists  almost  entirely  of  oranges.  Straw- 
berries coming  from  the  Hood  River  district  in  Oregon  are  the  favorite 
in  that  line,  as  they  are  of  excellent  flavor  and  always  well  boxed. 

HATS,  BOOTS  AND  SHOES,  MACHINERY,  ETC. 

A  good  portion  of  the  goods  tmder  the  head  of  general  merchandise 
coming  into  this  district  from  the  United  States  consists  of  hats  and 
the  higher  grades  of  American-made  boots  and  shoes.  In  the  case  of 
macaroni,  an  article  much  used  by  the  Itahan  miners,  it  may  be  sur- 
prising that  some  $4,000  worth  comes  from  the  United  States  as  com- 
pared with  $3,600  from  Italy. 

The  large  importation  of  mining  machinery  from  the  United  States 
during  1908  is  accounted  for  by  the  facts  that  a  new  mining  plant 
was  installed  at  the  Hosmer  coal  mines,  8  miles  from  Femie,  and  that 
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tho  Crows  Nest  Pass  Company  installed  a  new  steel  tipple  at  its 
mines.  This  class  of  imports,  however,  is  sure  to  continue  to  be  large, 
as  new  coal  mines  are  constantly  being  opened  or  old  plants  refitted 
with  new  up-to-date  machinery.  American  goods  of  tnis  class  have 
an  advantage  over  foreign-made  machinery,  and  as  long  as  quality  is 
maintained  they  will  hold  the  field  against  competition  from  Great 
Britain^  the  leading  competitor  of  the  United  States. 

The  miports  of  safety  lamps  used  in  the  coal  mines  are  solely  from 
Germany.  According  to  the  statement  of  the  miners  and  mine  man- 
agers, these  lamps  are  the  only  ones  that  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  mines.  Brattis  cloth,  usea  extensively  in  the  coal  mines  of  this 
district,  comes  exclusively  from  England,  and  the  larger  portion  of 
the  pottery  comes  from  Europe.  Some  $600  worth  of  cut  glass  was 
imported  from  the  United  States  in  1908. 

A  large  portion  of  the  imports  for  the  Hosmer  mines  consisted  of 
firebric]&  for  the  coke  ovens,  which  came  from  Pennsylvania.  Par- 
ties are  investigating  what  is  said  to  be  a  good  quality  of  fire  clay, 
lately  discovers  near  Elko,  some  20  miles  from  here. 

VANCOUVER. 

By  Consul-Gen ERAL  George  N.  West. 

From  all  indications  1909  should  show  a  considerable  increase  over 
1908  in  all  branches  of  business  at  Vancouver  and  in  this  Province. 
Many  new  enterprises  are  beii^  started,  and  others  on  a  large  scale  are 
contemplated,  which,  if  carried  into  effect,  will  add  greatly  to  the 
business  of  this  city  and  will  make  it  the  leading  Canadian  port  on 
the  Pacific  coast. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  Vancouver  to  the  United  States 
in  1908  exceeded  that  for  1907,  as  the  following  statement  shows: 


Articles. 


Animals:  Horses 

Automobiles 

Bones 

Butter 

Ooal»  bltnmlnous 

Coffee 

Concentrates,  gold 

Fish,  and  fish  products: 

Halibut 

Salmon 

Sturgeon 

Other 

Furs,  raw 

Gold  dust 

Granite 

Hides 

Household  effects 

Iron,  scrap 

Lbne....:. 

Onions 

Ore: 


8J^: 


Pllntrap. 


1907. 


148,740 


15,745 
14,272 
6,806 
80,500 

375,650 
101,272 


3,907 
12,607 
500 
5,601 
73,389 
118,284 


7,142 
150 

81,065 

"4,532' 


1908. 


152,211 
7,011 
8,511 
6,207 
12,496 
13,560 
25,800 

409,229 

79,976 

4,814 

7,266 

21,459 

17,600 

6,520 

104,039 

145,708 

6,131 

11,884 

4,775 

46,989 
8,570 
4,331 


Articles. 


Sake  (Japanese) 

Salt 

Sirup 

Skins 

Tea 

Tin,  and  manufactures  of. . . 
Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Clapboards 

Logs- 
Cedar 

Fir 

Spruce 

Lumber,  etc 

Shingles 

Siding 

All  other  articles 


Total 

Bullion: 

Gold 

Dore 

Returned  American  goods. 


Grand  total. 


1907. 


8825 
330 
4,755 
8,358 
52,324 
49,621 

1,056 

294,509 


11,879 

970,316 

957 

354,196 


2.698,797 

190,220 
in,  108 
185,167 


3,245,292 


1906. 


Sl0,490 
4,538 
9,848 
5,923 
53,411 
9,963 

1,966 

459,689 
4,371 
18,075 
10,560 

965,634 
69,806 
80,385 


2,704,605 
1,645,108 


180,767 


4,530,570 


The  value  of  returned  American  goods  may  seem  large,  but  their 
return  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  they  were  not  salable  or  coidd 
not  find  a  market.    The  greater  part  of  the  articles  consisted  of  con- 
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tractors'  outfits  returned  on  completion  of  contracts,  second^nd 
sewing  machines  exchanged  for  new  and  improved  ones,  machinery 
sent  back  for  repairs  to  be  returned  here,  ana  empty  beer  barrels  and 
bottles  retumea  for  refilling. 

LARGE  QUANTITIES  OF  AMERICAN  GOODS  SOLD. 

From  the  amount  of  goods  displayed  and  advertised  by  the  mer- 
chants, it  appears  that  large  quantities  of  American  goods  are  handled 
here;  espjecially  is  this  true  as  regards  boots,  hats,  caps,  machinery 
of  all  kinds,  including  boilers,   gasoUne  engines,  hardware,  food 

Eroducts  and  groceries,  smoked  meats,  many  articles  in  the  dry-goods 
ne,  musUn  underwear,  gloves  of  various  kinds,  etc. 

^  One  class  of  American  manufactures  that  is  apparently  not  adver- 
tised or  used  in  buildings  now  in  course  of  erection  is  plate  and  other 
kinds  of  window  glass  of  all  dimensions.  As  many  large  buildings 
for  business  purposes  are  to  be  erected  during  the  coining  year,  and 
the  building  of  large  and  small  dwelling  houses  will  be  very  great,  it 
would  appear  that  Vancouver  should  be  a  place  for  American  manu- 
facturers of  glass  to  seek  a  profitable  business.  Transportation  can 
be  had  by  xauroad  directly  to  this  city. 

^  This  market  should  also  afford  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  jams  and 
pickles  of  various  kinds,  as  goods  or  this  character  sold  are  nearly  all 
English  brands. 

&  all  cases  where  goods  are  sold  for  deUvery  in  this  market,  shippers 
should  take  extra  precaution  to  see  that  they  are  securely  packed  in 
strong  cases,  so  they  will  stand  the  rough  usage  they  receive  in  course 
of  transit,  and  in  order  to  prevent  damage  by  oreaWage,  or  from  other 
causes.  The  cases  used  in  most  instances  are  too  h^ht  in  construc- 
tion, and  are  not  securely  nailed  or  banded  at  the  enSa  with  hoops  or 
iron  bands.  In  this  respect  the  boxes  used  for  shipment  of  goods 
from  Europe  are  superior  to  those  used  by  American  concerns. 

MINING  AND  MINERAL  OUTPUT — FRUIT. 

The  mines  in  this  Province,  both  of  metals  and  of  coal,  are  being 
developed  rapidly.  New  companies  are  being  formed,  and  old  estab- 
lished ones  are  increasing  their  capital  to  enable  them  to  add  largely 
to  their  output;  especiafly  is  this  true  as  regards  coal  mining^  as  the 
exportation  of  coal  to  the  United  States  ana  the  amoimt  reqmred  for 
bunkering  of  steamers,  in  addition  to  the  amount  required  for  local 
use,  are  taxing  the  mines  now  in  operation  to  their  fiul  capacity. 

The  value  or  the  mineral  output  of  British  Columbia  for  1908  was 
$23,857,635,  against  $25,882,560  in  the  previous  year.  The  minerals 
were  as  follows:  Gold  valued  at  $5,975,520;  silver,  $1,518,500;  lead, 
$1,654,695;  zinc  and  iron,  $280,000;  copper,  $5,792,820;  coal, 
$5,950,000;  coke,  $1,488,000;  and  building  material,  $1,200,000. 
There  was  a  decrease  in  the  output  of  lead  and  copper,  the  values 
being  $2,291,825  and  $8,166,544,  respectively,  in  1907. 

The  apple  orchards  of  the  Province  are  now  beginning  to  yield 
abundantly,  and  the  fruit  is  of  fine  size,  quality,  and  flavor,  finding  a 
ready  sale  in  the  local  markets.     Large  quantities  of  various  kinds 
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of  apples  find  a  ready  market  in  the  prairieprovinces,  and  the  ship- 
ments to  the  Orient  nave  also  increased.  Tne  fruit  is  well  adapted 
for  shipment,  having  a  thick,  tough  skin  which  resists  bruising,  thus 
pennitting  its  arrival  in  a  sound  condition.  Shipments  are  gen- 
erally made  in  boxes  of  one-half  to  one  bushel  capacity.  During  a 
visit  to  the  provincial  exhibition  held  at  New  Westminster,  British 
Columbia,  in  the  fall  of  1908,  one  of  th^  finest  displays  of  fruit, 
including  apples^  pears,  plums,  grapes,  etc.,  was  noticed.  All  of  the 
fruit  displayed,  it  was  claimed,  naa  an  excellent  flavor. 

The  root  crop  was  also  of  a  great  variety,  of  good  size,  and  the 
px)wers  of  both  fruit  and  root  crops  stated  that  the  vield  was  large, 
in  most  instances  exceeding  the  usual  yield  that  they  nad  been  accus- 
tomed to  in  the  eastern  portion  of  Canada  from  the  same  acreage. 

During  the  coming  year  there  wiU  be  great  improvements  in  the 
railway  service  througn  the  building  of  branch  lines,  the  improvement 
of  main  lines,  and  the  building  of  the  new  lines  projected,  all  of  which 
have  this  city  as  their  termmal  point,  where  goods  may  be  trans- 
shipped to  and  from  the  Orient  and  to  other  Pacific  ports. 

INDUSTRIAL   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Several  new  and  important  industries  were  located  in  and  near 
this  port  during  the  pastyear,  one  of  the  most  important  of  which  is 
the  British  Canadian  Wood  Pulp  and  Paper  Company  (Limited) 
of  Vancouver.  This  company  has  a  large  mill  in  course  of  erection, 
and  much  of  the  machinery  has  been  mstalled.  The  company  is 
capitaUzed  at  $1,000,000,  of  which  ahnost  $300,000  worth  of  stock 
has  been  placed.  The  capacity  of  the  mill  will  be  about  130,000 
Dounds  of  fiber  paper  per  week,  and  the  output  at  first  will  be  con- 
fined to  this  class  of  goods.  Later  it  is  intended  to  add  a  mechanical 
division  to  enable  the  mill  to  turn  out  a  cheaper  grade  of  wrapping 
paper  by  employing  soda  stock.     The  market  tor  this  output  or  nber 

Saper  is  exj)ected  U)  be  found  mostly  in  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and 
apan.  Fir  and  cedar  wood  will  be  used  almost  exclusively.  Experi- 
ments with  Douglas  fir  and  cedar  have  demonstrated  that  it  is  capa- 
ble of  conversion  into  fine  pulp,  easilv  bleached,  with  unusually  long 
fiber,  the  resinous  parts  or  the  wood  being  overcome  by  use  of  the 
soda  process.  The  plant  is  located  at  Port  MeUon,  on  Howe  Sound, 
about  25  miles  from  Vancouver,  and  large  ocean-going  steamers  can 
be  loaded  direct  from  the  mills,  thus  avoiding  railway  transportation 
and  several  handlings  of  the  goods. 

Another  pulp  and  paper  company  has  been  organized  for  the  pur- 
pose of  manufacturing  ordinary  news  and  wrapping  paper.  The  plan 
of  the  company  is  to  erect  on  Ouatsino  Sound^  Vancouver  Island,  a 
sulphite  jnill  and  mechanical  plant,  with  a  weekly  capacity  of  600 
tons.  As  the  company  controls  large  and  valuable  grants  or  timber, 
stated  to  be  65,669  acres,  which  were  procured  from  the  Government 
at  a  yearly  rental  of  2  cents  per  acre,  and  a  royalty  of  15  cents  per 
cord  as  against  a  usual  yearly  timber-lease  tax  of  22  cents  per  acre 
and  a  royalty  of  60  cents  per  1,000  feet,  it  should  have  no  trouble  in 
making  a  success  of  its  enterprises. 

Another  enterprise  for  which  a  plant  will  soon  be  in  operation  is 
the  Nichols  Chemical  Company  (Limited),  incorporated  imder  the 
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laws  of  Canada.  The  plant  will  manufacture  chemicals,  such  as 
sulphuric  and  other  mineral  acids,  the  incorporation  act  giving  the 
company  a  wide  latitude.  The  plant  has  been  in  course  or  construc- 
tion since  July,  1908,  and  the  buildiiiffs  are  now  practically  completed, 
while  the  apparatus  is  being  installed,  so  that  tne  plant  will  probably 
be  in  operation  in  1909.  Material  for  the  manufacture  of  sulphuno 
and  other  acids  may  come  from  Japan,  Sicily,  or  the  United  States, 
as  raw  material  for  these  purposes  has  not  yet  been  developed  in  this 
Province.  Markets  for  the  output  of  the  plant  will  be  found  on  the 
Pacific  coast  of  Canada. 

LUMBER   INDUSTRY — ASIATIC   LABOR. 

The  Brooks-Scanlon  Lumber  Companj,  of  Minneapolis  and  Vaii- 
couver,  which  owns  extensive  timber  limits  in  the  Harrison  Lake  dis- 
trict and  other  sections  of  British  Columbia,  will  soon  commence  the 
erection  of  large  sawmills  in  this  Province,  so  as  to  enable  it  to  market 
from  100,000,000  to  150,000,000  feet  of  lumber  each  year.  It  is 
now  doing  the  preliminary  work  of  locating  camps,  getting  in  ma- 
chineiy  of  various  Idnds,  etc.  The  cornpany  will  export  lumber  to 
the  United  States,  Australia,  China.  South  America,  and  Great 
Britain.  It  will  operate  three  sawmill  plants;  two  of  these  will  be 
on  the  Fraser  River  above  New  Westminster,  the  output  from  which 
will  be  principally  for  the  over-sea  trade,  unless  markets  can  be 
found  in  the  United  States  for  the  entire  output,  which  would  be 
preferred.  The  third  ynill  will  also  be  erected  on  the  Fraser  River  or 
a  short  distance  from  it,  which  will  cut  for  the  domestic  retail  trade 
in  particular. 

The  Fraser  River  Mills  (Limited),  a  corporation  in  which  Ameri- 
cans are  the  largest  investors,  has,  during  the  past  year,  completely 
renovated  itsmnls  and  increased  their  capacity,  and  has  one  of  the 
largest  plants  for  the  sawing  of  lumber  in  this  Province,  its  estimated 
capacity  being  1,000,000  feet  every  twenty  hours. 

From  the  immigration  department  it  is  learned  that  the  number  of 
Japanese  in  British  Columbia  is  approximately  12,000;  Hindus,  3,000; 
and  Chinese  18,000.  These  figures  represent  the  number  who  have 
landed  in  the  Province,  but  it  is  believed  that  this  has  been  some- 
what reduced  from  various  causes,  as  many  have  settled  in  the  prairie 
provinces  and  the  Yukon  territory. 

The  Japanese  are  largely  engaged  in  outdoor  pursuits,  such  as 
fishing  and  work  around  the  imlls,  having  superseded  the  Chinese 
almost  entirely  in  this  latter  work.  The  wages  paid  the  Japanese 
vary  little  from  that  paid  for  white  labor  of  the  same  character. 
The  Chinese  are  to  a  very  large  extent  employed  as  servants  in  hotels, 
restaurants,  clubs,  and  laun^ies,  and  as  domestic  servants.  A  few 
are  engaged  in  the  mills  as  packers  of  shingles  and  in  other  labor 
connected  therewith,  also  as  inside  men  at  canneries.  A  consider- 
able number  are  also  employed  as  truck  gardeners.  The  Hindus 
are  employed  in  various  classes  of  work  in  and  around  the  city,  and 
are  the  lowest  paid  labor  in  the  Province.  They  do  not  appear  to 
be  able  to  adapt  themselves  to  their  new  surroundings  as  readily  as 
the  Japanese  and  Chinese,  neither  does  the  climate  seem  to  agree 
with  them,  as  many  deaths  occur  among  them. 
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IMPORTANCE   OP  VANCOUVER  AS   A  PORT. 

Vancouver  is  the  western  terminal  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
road, the  company  operating  a  fleet  of  steamers  from  here  to  China 
and  Japan.  Several  other  nnes  of  steamers  are  also  running  from 
here  to  Australia,  to  New  Zealand,  and  to  the  west  coast  of  Mexico, 
and  two  lines  operate  to  ports  in  China  and  Japan,  and  thence 
through  the  Suez  Canal  to  European  ports,  so  that  tne  manufactured 
goods  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  Continental  Europe,  as  well  as 
those  from  the  Orient,  are  brought  in  at  minimum  freight  rates,  the 
entire  transportation  being  by  water. 

The  Nortnem  Pacific  and  Great  Northern  railroads  have  recently 
made  large  purchases  of  land  in  Vancouver  for  terminal  and  wharf 
purposes,  and  will  in  the  near  future  make  large  expenditures  for 
terminal  facilities,  to  include  docks,  warehouses,  and  stations. 

Notwithstanding  the  depression  of  the  past  year,  local  improve- 
ments have  proceeded  witnout  abatement.  The  statistics  from  the 
building  inspector's  office  for  1908  shows  the  permits  issued  for  the 
erection  of  buildings  to  have  cost  $5,947,423,  an  increase  of  $322,000 
over  1907.  The  engineer's  report  shows  that  2^  miles  of  wood- 
block pavement  on  a  concrete- oase  were  laid;  1,214  miles  of  stone- 
block  pavement  were  laid  in  alleys  and  lanes;  13^  miles  of  streets 
were  graded,  and  19  miles  cleared  (stumps  and  stones  removed)  and 
rough  graded;  6,600  feet  of  box  drains  and  11}  miles  of  cement  foot 

Eavement  were  laid;  and  4 J  miles  of  cement  curbing  were  installed. 
a  the  matter  of  sewers,  8  miles  of  terra-cotta  pipe  were  laid  and  a 
lai^  extent  of  brick-lined  concrete  sewers  was  constructed. 

The  expenditure  for  municipal  improvement  amounted  during 
the  year  to  $1 ,500,000,  which  is  expected  to  be  largely  exceeded  during 
the  present  year,  as  several  costly  bridges  are  to  oe  built  and  a  large 
amount  of  sewerage  is  to  be  installed  in  the  residential  part  of  the 
city. 

The  supply  of  water  for  city  use  was  largely  increased,  so  that  in 
the  business  section  the  pressure  is  great  enougti  to  force  manv  streams 
over  the  highest  buildmgs  by  connecting  the  hose  directly  to  the 
fire  hydrants. 

NiniiSON  AGENCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  Walter  S.  Riblet. 

This  district  suffered  from  the  general  financial  depression,  and  in 
addition  local  conditions  to  a  certain  extent  caused  an  added  depres- 
sion, which  embraced  the  whole  of  this  agency. 

The  closing  of  the  local  smelter  late  in  1907  resulted  in  a  decrease 
in  the  amount  of  lead  exported  to  the  United  States,  and  also  had 
the  effect  of  temporarily  reducing  the  output  of  several  properties 
depending  upon  tnis  enterprise.  Conditions,  however,  are  adjusting 
themselves,  and  it  is  expected  that  during  the  present  year  operations 
will  progress  in  such  a  manner  as  to  benefit  the  whole  district. 

Li  August,  1908,  the  Femie  fire,  the  most  destructive  in  the  history 
of  Canada,  destroying  hundreds  of  buildings  and  millions  of  feet  of 
standing  timber,  had  its  effect  on  this  immediate  vicinity  and  over 
the  whole  district.  Occurring  as  it  did  in  the  center  of  the  coal  and 
coke  producing  section  of  the  country,  this  product  was  cut  off  for  a 
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time,  resulting  in  a  diminished  output  from  the  smelters  de]>endin^ 
upon  their  supply  of  these  products  from  the  burned  district. 

MINING  CONDITIONS. 

The  mining  industry  probably  suffered  less  from  the  financial 
depression  than  did  many  others,  and  reports  received  from  conserv- 
ative mining  men  throughout  the  district  indicate  that  this  industry 
is  upon  a  more  substantial  basis  and  in  a  more  healthful  condition 
than  it  has  been  for  several  years.  In  the  production  of  copper, 
this  district  has,  with  all  the  adverse  conditions,  exceeded  the  record 
of  any  previous  year,  and  far  surpasses  that  of  any  district  in  the 
province.  The  total  value  of  copper  exported  in  1908  is  less  than 
that  of  former  years,  which  was  due  to  a  portion  of  the  product  being 
diverted  through  other  ports  and  not  to  a  decrease  in  the  production. 
There  should  be  an  increased  demand  for  mining  machinery  and  sup- 
plies used  in  mining  operations.  This  should  apply  particularly  to 
gold-mining  machinery,  as  several  gold  districts  are  developing  mines 
of  a  very  substantial  character. 

An  electric  zinc  smelter  at  Nelson  has  been  completed  and  opera- 
tions were  started  late  in  the  year,  producing  spelter  and  lead-silver 
bullion  from  mixed  zinc-lead  ore.  The  new  plant  is  a  departure  in 
the  smelting  of  ores,  using  a  current  of  electricity  in  place  of  a  blast, 
which  enables  the  zinc  to  be  saved  in  the  smelting  of  any  ore.  Owing 
to  the  great  value  of  the  process,  the  provincial  government  assisted 
in  the  installation  of  the  plant  and  the  results  have  been  very  satis- 
factory. 

LUMBER  AND   FBUrT  INDUSTRIES. 

The  lumber  industry  no  doubt  felt  the  financial  stringency  more 

auickly  than  others  and  there  was  a  general  decrease  m  the  pro- 
uction  for  the  year.  The  prospects,  however,  for  the  coming  year 
are  much  better,  and  an  increased  trade  is  anticipated.  Apparently 
American  lumbermen  are  anxious  to  secure  as  much  as  possible  of 
the  timber  lands  in  this  section,  as  is  evidenced  by  the.  numerous 
and  extensive  purchases  made  by  them  of  large  blocks  of  standing 
timber.  American  manufacturers  should  find  this  a  good  field  for  the 
sale  of  wood-working  machinery  of  various  kinds  and  supplies  used 
in  connection  with  lumbering. 

The  fruit  industry  bids  fair  to  become  one  of  the  most  important 
in  this  section  of  the  country.  The  Kootenay  district,  of  which  Nel- 
son is  the  commercial  center,  is  particularly  adapted  to  the  growing 
of  apples,  pears,  plums,  and  all  Kinds  of  berries  and  cherries.  The 
acreage  in  fruit  trees  in  this  section  is  estimated  at  between  1,600 
and  2,000  acres,  and  preparations  are  being  made  to  increase  this 
very  materially  during  the  present  year.  While  most  of  the  orchards 
are  as  yet  nonproducmg,  a  sufficient  number  have  been  bearing  for 
several  years  to  demonstrate  the  adaptability^  of  this  soil  and  climate 
to  the  raising  of  the  choicest  grades  of  fruit.  There  will  undoubt- 
edly soon  be  a  demand  for  all  kinds  of  modem  machinery,  imple- 
ments, and  devices  necessary  for  the  cultivation,  growing,  and  mar- 
keting of  fruits.  Particular  attention  is  directed  to  spraying  devices, 
both  those  for  the  large  and  those  for  the  small  grower,  as  well  as 
to  modem  machinery  for  cultivation. 
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DEMAND   FOR  MOTOR  BOATS — EXPORTS   TO   UNITED   STATES. 

The  motor-boat  industry  is  becoming  an  important  one  and  the 
volume  of  business  done  during  the  past  year  was  considerable. 
There  is  now  a  fleet  of  about  160  motor  boats  on  the  lake  adjacent 
to  Nelson,  besides  a  great  number  of  smaller  boats  and  canoes  of 
various  kinds,  which  will  be  materially  increased  during  the  present 
year.  A  local  plant  for  the  manufacture  of  motor  boats  has  recently 
commenced  operations  and  has  several  orders  imder  way.  It  is 
believed  that  a  good  business  will  be  done  in  this  line.  There  should 
be  a  good  market  for  boats,  gasoline  engines,  and  all  kinds  of  boat 
accessories. 

Building  operations  were  carried  on  quite  extensively  during  the 
past  year  and  a  renewed  activity  is  anticipated  for  the  coming  year, 
which  should  create  a  market  for  building  material  and  supplies  of 
this  character. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  for  1907 
and  1908  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 
151,372 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

BnlUon: 

Gold 

$11,000 

185,138 

3,400,261 

14,838 

400 

10,179 

2,417 

1  Wood,   and   manufactures 
of— Continued. 
Poles 

S6,039 
31,150 

Lead           

12,602 

Conner  blister     

2,509,252 

6,045 

837 

4,904 

11,109 

All  other  articles. . 

536 

Total 

Ftm,  raw 

3,661,422 
12,977 

2,670,157 

Ore, tine  ...         

Returned  American  goods. . 
Grand  total 

8,501 

Woodland  manufactures  of: 
LfUmlwr . .        

3,075,399 

2,678,748 

VICTORIA. 

By  Consul  Abraham  E.  Smith. 

The  principal  feature  of  the  year  on  Vancouver  Island  was  the 
success  of  the  fishing  industry.  On  the  west  coast  there  were  nearly 
600  whales  caught,  a  record  never  equaled,  yet  because  of  the  un- 
precedented fall  m  the  price  of  oil  the  profit  was  not  up  to  expectation. 
On  the  east  coast,  near  Nanaimo,  20,000  tons  of  herring  were 
caught,  nearly  double  the  amount  of  any  previous  season.  It  is  offi- 
cially stated  that  the  halibut  catch  in  the  gulf  adjacent  to  Vancouver 
Island  reached  over  40^000,000  pounds,  vdued  at  nearly  $2,000,000, 
although  no  exact  statistics  are  given. 

The  salmon  pack  of  the  Province  for  1908  was  542,689  cases, 
against  547,459  cases  m  1907  and  629.460  cases  in  1906.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  in  1909  there  will  be  the  large  run  usual  in  the  fourth 
year,  and  that  the  pack  will  exceed  1,000,000  cases,  that  in  1905 
being  1,167,460  cases,  worth  $8,330,713.  Great  preparations  are 
being  made  by  various  canneries  in  anticipation  of  this  big  run. 
and  nothing  is"  left  imdone  to  secure  the  largest  possible  pack.  All 
those  engaged  hope  this  year  to  make  up  for  the  outlay  of  the  past 
three  years,  whicn  have  not  yielded  expJected  returns. 

The  seahng  catch  of  the  Victoria  fleet  was  smaller  in  1908  than 
previous  years^  being  only  4,452,  exclusive  of  502  caught  by  Indians 
against  6,397  m  1907.    Only  9  schooners  were  employed  in  sealing 
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in  1908,  against  15  in  1907.  The  fleet  also  captured  33  otter  skins. 
However,  the  halibut,  cod,  whale^,  and  other  fisheries  more  than 
made  up  the  deficiency,  and  it  is  officially  stated  that  the  total  value 
of  the  nsh  products  of  the  waters  of  British  Columbia  for  1908  was 
about  $8,000,000. 

DAIRY  AND  POULTRY  PRODUCTS — FRUIT  SHIPMENTS. 

Dairy  returns  of  the  Province  up  to  December  31,  1908,  show  that 
the  creameries  in  operation  manufactured  1.846,977  pounds  of 
butter  worth  $570,368;  also  that  the  cheese  factories  turned  out 
179,500  pounds  of  cheese,  valued  at  $22,680.  There  were  18  cream- 
eries in  operation  in  1907  and  22  in  1908.  In  addition  to  the  above 
about  450,000  pounds  of  dairy  butter  were  made  in  the  Province. 
Only  about  one-third  of  the  poultry  and  eggs  consumed  is  suppUed 
locally.  The  average  price  of  eggs  has  advanced  from  30  cents  per 
dozen  in  1905  to  40  cents  in  1908.  Eggs  handled  in  Victoria  were 
sometimes  as  high  as  75  cents  per  dozen  and  during  1908  aggregated 
78,900  dozens  produced  locally  and  45,000  dozens  imported.  Al- 
together the  Province  imported  $720,000  worth  of  eggs  and  about 
the  same  value  of  dressed  poultry.  The  imports  of  five  stock  and 
dressed  and  cured  meats  were  large  and  mostly  from  the  United 
States,  aggregating  in  value  between  $5,000,000  and  $6,000,000. 
The  five  stock  imported  included  11,400  head  of  cattle,  14,272  hogs, 
and  35,000  to  40,000  sheep.  Fifteen  -thousand  carcasses  of  mutton 
were  received  from  Austrafia  and  40  carloads  of  poultry  from  eastern 
Canada. 

Notwithstanding  the  largely  increased  fruit  crop  of  1908,  about 
1,000  tons  of  apples  alone  were  imported  into  British  Columbia  from 
the  States  of  Oregon  and  Washington. 

The  fruit  shipments  of  the  Province  for  1908  show  an  increase  of 
1,755  tons  over  1907,  the  totals  being  4,743  tons  in  1907  and  6,498 
tons  in  1908.  The  total  shipments  in  1902  amoimted  to  only  1,956 
tons.  During  the  year  the  fruit  acreage  was  materially  increased,  a 
fact  which  may  be  realized  from  the  quantities  of  fruit  trees  imported, 
which  included  346,877  standard  fruit  trees,  924,629  seedlings  ana 
grafts,  5,402  nut  and  fig  trees,  199,601  of  small  fruits,  130,731  of 
miscellaneous  stock,  total  1,607,240.  Of  the  total  number  16,695 
trees  were  condemned  and  destroyed  by  the  provincial  fruit  in- 
spectors on  accoimt  of  disease. 

BUSINESS  OP  VICJTORIA. 

As  compared  with  1907,  there  was  a  marked  falling  oflF  in  values 
of  real  estate  in  Victoria  during  1908.    The  year  was  one  of  com- 

?arative  stagnation,  except  for  the  work  being  done  bv  the  Canadian 
acific  Railroad  Company  in  extending  its  line  from  Wellington  and 
Nannoose  Bay  to  Aloemi.  There  was  a  fair  demand  for  labor  in 
the  city,  as  improvements,  such  as  sewers,  cement  sidewalks,  etc., 
were  pushed  steadily.  ^  There  was  also  a  large  number  of  residences 
erected,  generally  for  immediate  occupation  by  owners,  the  amoimt 
of  building  for  which  permits  were  issued  averaging  $100,000  per 
month,  though  the  business  thoroughfares  remain  almost  unchanged. 
The  competition  which  has  exi9ted  since  Jime,  1908,  between  the 
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Canadian  Pacific  Steamshii)  Company  and  the  Alaska  St<^amship 
Company  has  resulted  m  increased  traffic  between  Victoria  and 
Seattle,  the  arrivals  reaching  during  July  as  high  as  2,000  per  day. 
The  Dominion  immigrant  inspector  reports  there  were  123,290  ar- 
rivals in  Victoria  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  April  1,  1908,  and 
that  of  those  arriving  78,473  remained  here;  also  that  during  the 
calendar  year  1908  there  were  150,000  arrivals  from  and  departures 
for  Puget  Sound  ports,  most  of  the  travelers  remaining  in  the  city 
only  a  few  days  or  even  only  a  few  hours.  Immigrants  from  the 
Orient  during  the  calendar  year  numbered  14,118. 

PROVINCIAL   FINANCES. 

Notwithstanding  the  financial  crisis,  the  finances  of  British  Co- 
lumbia were  in  better  condition  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  June  30, 
1908,  than  at  any  other  time  in  the  history  of  the  Province.  This 
was  caused  principally  by  the  enormous  investments,  almost  entirely 
by  capitalists  of  the  Umted  States,  in  timber  royalties  and  licenses, 
and  timber  leases  during  that  period,  which  amounted  to  $2,332^610, 
as  compared  with  $1,250,665  in  1907,  and  by  the  increase  in  Chmese 
immigration,  from  wnich  a  tax  of  $18,800  was  collected  in  1907  and 
$345,000  in  1908.  Receipts  from  the  new  tax  on  coal  aggregated 
$125,519,  and  miniTig  receipts  and  certificates,  $145,585.  The  total 
revenue  of  the  Provmce  was  $5,979,055  in  1908,  aga-inst  $4,444,594 
in  1907.  The  total  expenditures  of  the  Province  during  tne  fiscal 
year  1908  were  $4,541,278,  including  $168,928  paid  into  sinking 
funds  and  $686,000  paid  for  redemption  of  provincial  bonds  not  due. 
The  amount  of  cash  on  hand  and  m  bank  to  credit  of  the  Province 
on  June  30,  1908,  was  $3,267,616. 

A  statement  was  made  by  the  finance  minister  in  regard  to  pro- 
vincial finances  on  January  1,  1909.  This  showed  that  during  the 
last  six  months  of  1908  the  total  receipts  of  the  Province  were 
$2,799,195,  of  which  $1,316,887  were  from  timber  leases,  royalties, 
and  licenses.  The  expenditures  during  the  same  period  amounted 
to  $2,286,448^  including  $211,305  paid  in  London  on  half-yearly 
interest  and  sinking  fund  due  December  31,  1908.  -The  Government 
is  making  every  enort  to  redeem  outstanding  bonds,  but  investors 
generally  do  not  care  to  have  the  Province  anticipate  the  date  of 
pavinent. 

The  financial  minister  gives  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
March  31, 1910,  as  follows:  Receipts  of  Province  $5,948,627,  of  which 
$2,325,000  will  be  from  timber  leases,  licenses,  and  royalties;  expen- 
ditures $5,615,798.  The  debt  of  the  Province  has  decreased  from 
$8^64,412  in  1904  to  $4,226,887,  over  50  per  cent. 

The  inland  revenue  for  Vancouver  Island  during  1908  amounted 
to  $229,656,  an  increase  of  $19,070  over  1907.  The  post-office  busi- 
ness also  showed  an  increase  over  1908,  returns  being  $67,400  in 
1907  and  $71,500  in  1908. 

HABBOB    IMPBOVEMENTS — BOUNTY    FOB    DESTBUCTION    OF    ANIMALS. 

The  dominion  government  has  made  an  appropriation  of  $150,000 
for  dredjging  and  drilling  rocks  in  the  inner  harbor  of  Victoria,  more 
than  twice  the  amoimt  expended  last  year.     It  is  proposed  to  deepen 
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the  upper  basin  above  the  Esquimalt  and  Nanaimo  Bridge  to  a 
depth  of  25  feet  at  mean  low  water,  and  the  channel  and  outer  basm 
of  the  inner  harbor  to  a  depth  of  20  feet  at  the  lowest  state  of  the 
tide,  which  will  give  a  mean  average  depth  of  about  25  feet. 

While  during  the  year  steadv  employment  has  not  been  secured 
for  laboring  men,  there  were  tew  cases  of  actual  want.  The  city 
has  employed  constantly  from  600  to  700  men  on  the  streets,  which 
has  tended  greatly  to  relieve  the  labor  problem. 

The  timber  standing  in  British  Columbia  is  estimated  at 
80,000,000,000  to  100,000,000,000  feet.  At  the  present  rate  of 
cutting,  it  is  claimed,  this  will  be  entirely  consimied  in  about  75 
years. 

The  provincial  government  has  announced  its  intention  to  put  a 
tax  in  the  near  future  on  all  iron  ore  mined  in  British  Columbia, 
and  a  bounty  on  iron  ore  smelted  in  the  Province. 

During  1908  the  provincial  government  paid  $12,573  in  boimties 
for  destruction  of  wolves,  panthers,  and  coyotes.  The  boimty  on 
wolves  was  raised  from  $7.50  to  $15  on  account  of  the  great  dam- 
age done  by  these  pests. 

LL^MBEB   INDUSTRY. 

The  year  1908  opened  with  most  of  the  lumber  miUs  in  the  Province, 
both  coast  and  mterior,  shut  down  with  heavy  stocks  on  hand. 
These  conditions  continued  throughout  the  season,  production  and 
sales  falling  far  below  those  of  1907.  Prices  also  fell  off.  In  the 
closing  months  of  the  year  only  6  mills  out  of  a  total  of  60. in  the 
interior  were  cutting,  and  only  2  were  running  on  Vancouver  Island. 
The  production  of  logs  was  also  below  that  of  the  preceding  year,  and 
stocks  during  the  autumn  were  much  lower  than  in  1907.  The  em- 
bargo on  the  export  of  logs  was  raised  by  the  provincial  government 
for  several  months  in  order  to  avert  destruction  by  the  ** teredo" 
(an  insect  which  penetrates  and  honeycombs  logs  kept  in  water,  ren- 
dering them  worthless),  while  there  was  no  demand  from  provincial 
mills.  It  was  expected  that  the  good  harvest  in  the  northwest 
provinces  would  result  in  an  improved  demand  for  lumber  in  the 
closing  months  of  the  year,  but  there  was  little  improvement,  though 
other  lines  of  business  progressed.  The  result  was  that  during  De- 
cember lumber  was  at  a  lower  price  than  has  been  known  for  years, 
which  had  the  effect  of  greatly  stimulating  building,  especially  of 
cottages  by  persons  of  small  means.  Great  advances  are  expected 
in  1909,  when  the  demand  is  deemed  certain  to  be  quadrupled. 

Several  new  lumber  mills  of  extensive  character  are  being  projected 
by  American  capitalists  and  others  who  have  altogether  invested 
inillions  of  dollars  in  timber  in  the  Province,  to  enable  them  to  realize 
on  their  investments.  The  retail  stocks  in  the  prairie  provinces  are 
below  the  average,  and  this  fact,  with  the  anticipated  opening  of 
markets  in  the  United  States,  renders  the  trade  confident  of  much 
better  conditions  during  1909  in  the  lumber  industry.  ^  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  total  amount  of  lumber  cut  in  the  Province  during 
the  year  was  1,000,000,000  feet. 

The  official  figures  of  timber  cut  on  government  lands  for  the 
twelve  months  ended  December  31,  1908,  show  a  total  of  660,364,560 
feet.    The  quantities  cut  on  the  railway  belt  on  Vancouver  Island 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NORTH  AMERICA:   CANADA.  27 

are  not  yet  available,  but  will  not  eaual  that  of  1907.  At  the  close  of 
that  year,  there  were  estimated  to  be  170,000,000  feet  of  logs  in  the 
water  and  about  100,000,000  feet  in  the  woods,  while  at  the  end  of 
1908  the  supply  of  logs  was  only  70,000,000  feet.'  The  log-scaling 
returns  for  1908  show  a  total  of  403,273,539  feet,  more  than  100,000,000 
less  than  in  1907. 

WIRELESS   TELEGRAPHY. 

The  United  Wireless  Company  is  equipping  a  station  at  Ketchikan, 
Alaska,  to  communicate  with  the  northern  steamers.  TTie  company 
has  stations  of  2  kilowatts  power  (kilowatt  =  1.34 11  horsepower)  at 
Catalla  and  Cordova  and  the  Ketchikan  station  will  have  a  power  of 
10  kilowatts.  It  will  communicate  with  the  Friday  Harbor  and 
Victoria  stations. 

Wireless  telegraph  apparatus  is  now  being  placed  on  all  the  large 
tuffs  which  do  scouting  at  the  entrance  to  the  Strait  of  Juan  de  Fuca, 
and  it  is  expected  that  before  the  end  of  1909  scouting  off  Capes 
Flattery  and  Carmanah  will  cease,  as  with  vessels  and  tugs  both 
equipped  with  the  wireless  telegraph  it  will  not  be  necessaiy  for  the 
ti^  to  lie  at  the  mouth  of  the  straits  to  await  vessels.  The  Canadian 
Pacific  has  given  orders  for  the  equipment  of  all  its  fleet  of  steamers 
with  wireless  as  soon  as  possible. 

OCEAN   TRANSPORTATION   AND   NAVIGATION   STATISTICS. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  new  passenger  steamer  built  on  the 
Clyde  by  the  Canadian  "Pacific  Railway,  for  the  triangular  run  between 
Victoria.  Seattle,  and  Vancouver,  at  a  cost  of  $675,000,  arrived  from 
ScoUana  and  was  placed  in  service.  It  is  the  largest  and  finest  as 
well  as  the  fastest  steamer  now  engaged  in  that  traffic.  An  addi- 
tional steamer  has  also  been  placed  on  the  Prince  Rupert  run. 
^  The  Canadian-Mexican  Line  of  steamships,  organized  in  1907.  con- 
tinues to  run  a  regular  steamer,  leaving  Victoria  the  last  day  of  each 
month  for  Mexican  ports  direct,  connecting  with  the  Tehuantepec 
National  Railway  or  Mexico.  Another  line,  with  headquarters  at 
Seattle,  was  organized  last  year,  and  has  monthly  service  from 
Seattle,  by  way  of  Vancouver  and  Victoria,  not  only  to  Mexico,  but  to 
California  and  Central  and  South  American  ports.  The  steamers  of  the 
line  call  at  San  Benito,  Ocos,  Champerico,  La  Libertad,  and  other 
ports,  goin§  as  far  south  as  Corinto,  and  in  returning  stop  at  La 
Union^  Acajutla,  San  Jose  de  Guatemala,  and  ports  along  tne  coast 
of  California.  Special  attention  is  to  be  given  the  handhng  of  frniit 
from  Mexican  and  Central  American  ports  to  California,  Puget  Sound, 
and  British  Columbia.  This  line  is  reported  to  have  received  a 
subsidy  from  the  Mexican  Government. 

The  Pacific  Coast  Steamship  Company  of  San  Francisco  now  has 
steamers  leaving  Seattle  and  calling  at  Victoria  every  six  days  for 
San  Francisco  and  San  Diego.  There  have  been  no  other  changes 
in  re^ar  transportation  service  here.  The  Mp^xm  Yvsen  Kaisha 
continues  semimonthly  service  by  way  of  Vic4ona  between  Seattle 
9nd  the  Orient. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  a  new  steamship  line  to  com- 
mence numing  between  Puget  Sound,  touching  at  Victoria  each  way, 
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and  the  Orient,  in  connection  with  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St. 
Paul  and  Puget  Sound  railways.  The  first  steamer  expected  is  the 
Tacoma  Maru,  which  should  tie  up  on  August  1,  and  this  will  be 
followed  by  the  Seattle  Maru  a  month  later. 

During  the  twelve  months  ended  March  31,  1908,  3,380  vessels  of 
all  classes  and  nations,  ocean  and  coasting,  entered  the  port  of  Victoria, 
their  total  tonnage  being  1,993,139;  there  cleared  during  the  same 
period  3,472  vessels,  of  2,041 ,663, tons.  In  the  ocean  trade  454  steam- 
ships and  37  sailing  vessels  under  the  British  flag,  of  579,228  tons  and 
19^863  tons,  respectively,  entered.  The  number  of  other  steam- 
ships entered  was  695.  In  the  coastwise  trade  2,172  screw  steam- 
ships, 67  stem  wheelers,  and  51  sailing  ships  and  barges,  under  the 
Bntish  flag,  having  a  total  tonnage  of  599,809  tons,  were  entered; 
also  4  foreign  vessels. 

RAILROADS   ON   VANCOUVER   ISLAND. 

Among  the  railway  charters  granted  by  the  provincial  parliament 
is  one  for  a  railroad  between  Banfield  Creek,  the  terminus  of  the  cable 
telegraph  station  on  Barklejr  Sound,  and  Beechy  Bay,  opposite 
Port  Angeles,  Wash.  The  building  of  this  Une  is  understooa  to  be 
dependent  on  the  extension  of  the  American  transcontinental  rwl- 
roads  to  Port  Angeles. 

Work  is  steadify  progressing  on  the  extension  of  the  Esquimalt  and 
Nanaimo  Railroad  from  Wellington,  on  the  east  coast,  to  Albemi, 
at  the  head  of  Barkley  Soxmd.  A  large  gang  of  workmen  is  employed 
on  it,  and  its  completion  during  1910  is  confidently  expected.  The 
road  is  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Canadian  Pacinc  Railroad  Com- 
pany. That  the  road  will  ultimately  be  extended  to  Cape  Scott, 
the  extreme  northern  point  of  the  island,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt. 

Victoria  merchants  are  pleased  that  arrangements  have  been  per- 
fected with  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  by  which  differential  rates 
on  Victoria  shipments  are  removed,  and  the  city  now  enjoys  the  same 
terminal  freight  rate^  as  other  British  Columbia  ports.  This  is  also 
in  effect  to  Seattle,  and  as  a  result  larger  quantities  of  goods  from  the 
United  States  are  being  sold  here  than  ever  before. 

During  the  year  there  was  an  increase  of  passenger  traffic  on  the 
Victoria  electric  street  railway  of  500,000  over  that  of  1907.  The 
British  Columbia  Electric  Company  gave  to  employees  $66.78 
bonus  per  man  in  1908.  About  700  men  participate  in  these 
bonuses  in  Victoria,  Vancouver,  and  New  Westminster.  As  an 
evidence  of  the  increased  business  of  this  company  since  1902,  when 
the  profit-sharing  system  was  first  installed,  it  may  be  stated  that  in 
.  1903  each  man  received  $25;  1904,  $35;  1906,  $40;  1906,  $45; 
1907,  $53;  and  1908,  $66.78. 

MINING   OPERATIONS. 

During  the  year  several  new  coal  mines  were  opened  adjacent  to 
the  east  coast  of  the  island,  which  are  being  successfully  worked. 
Large  shipments  of  coal  have  been  made  to  Seattle  and  other  United 
States  ports. 
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The  reduced  prices  of  miiierals  generally  have  had  a  depressing 
effect  upon  the  mines  of  British  Columbia.  Indeed,  several  were 
closed  ciuring  most  of  the  year.  The  value  of  the  product  of  the 
mines  for  1908  is  estimated  by  the  provincial  mineralogist  at  $24;829,- 
252,  against  $25,882,560  in  1907,  a  loss  of  nearly  $1,000,000.  Not- 
withstanding that  the  actual  production  of  minerals  was  larger  than 
in  any  previous  year,  the  increase  in  copper  alone  being  over  1 ,000,000 
I)ounds,  the  total  cash  value  shows  a  neavy  decrease,  the  prices  of 
silver,  lead,  and  especially  copper,  being  much  below  the  average  of 
-recent  years;  that  the  last  named,  it  is  claimed,  is  below  cost  of  pro- 
duction in  this  Province  at  the  present  rate  of  miners'  wages.  The 
aggregate  value  of  British  Columbia's  mineral  production  to  the  end 
011908  is,  in  round  figures,  $323,000,000.  This  total  may  be  appor- 
tioned approximatelv  as  follows:  Placer  gold,  $70,000,000;  lode 
metals  (gold,  silver,  lead,  and  copper),  $150,000,000;  coal  and  coke, 
$95,000,000,  and  building  stone,  brick,  cement,  etc.,  $8,000,000. 

EXPORTS  TO  THE   UNrFED  STATES — IMPORTS. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  this  consular  district  to  the 
United  States  during  1907  and  1908  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 

===== 
1907. 

1906. 

Artloles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Add,  snlpburic 

S607 

1667 

27,140 

3,617 

1,333,514 

21,994 

225,993 

986 

66,290 

81,478 

43,164 

88,314 

23,984 

23,423 

9,n2 

Wood,  and  manuliujttires  of: 

128,973 
31,457 

109,407 
28,997 

OfHTMnt 

$131,877 

r.ui»nf 

18,879 
1,416,174 

Lamber 

6,397 

Coed 

Shingles 

20,235 

CokB 

AH  otherartioles 

28,833 

CfMstMr 

1,067,217 
6,020 
85,536 
71,898 
77,764 
88,510 
18,333 
45,344 
5,140 

Total 

c^:*::;::::::::::::::::: 

3,100,285 

.    302,631 
82,252 
40,261 

2,136,668 

Flah 

Gold  and  silver: 

Gold  bullion 

Fortillier 

45,007 

Silver 

Returned  Amerioan  goods.. . 

Grand  total 

Tif4lm 

76,032 

TlnnMihAl/l  AfF«M*ta 

Uquois 

3,525,429 

2,257,707 

ODtam 

There  was  a  great  decrease  in  exports  the  last  year^  amounting  in 
value  to  $1,267,722.  The  principal  items  of  decrease  in  1908  from 
1907  were  copper,  $841,224;  shingles,  $89,172;  gold  bullion,  $257,624 : 
silver,  $82,252;  and  coal,  $82,660.  The  export  of  logs  to  the  United 
States  increased  from  $28,973  in  1907  to  $131,877  in  1908. 

According  to  returns  from  the  department  of  customs  at  Ottawa, 
there  were  imported  into  British  C!oIumbia  for  consumption,  chiefly 
from  the  Umted  States,  the  following:  Butter,  cheese,  and  milk, 
valued  at  $180,000;  eggs,  $67,000;  meats,  $741,000;  fruits,  $268^000; 
vegetables,  $144,000;  nops,  malt,  etc.,  $88,000;  and  other  articles, 
$377,000,  making  a  total  of  $1,865,000. 

The  total  value  of  imports  at  tne  Victoria  custom-house  for  the 
fiscal  year  ended  June  30  was:  For  1906-7,  $4,252,762;  for  1907-8. 
$4,971,045;  and  for  the  calendar  year  1908,  $4,859,609-  The  total 
revenue  collected  by  the  custom-house  in  the  calendar  year  1908  was 
$1,374,534^  of  which  $329,921  was  paid  in  by  Chinese  immigrants. 
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MANITOBA. 
WINNIPEG. 

By  Consul-general  John  Edward  Jonbs. 

The  year  1908  was  a  generally  successful  one  throughout  western 
Canada,  and  this  section  made  visible  recovery  from  the  comparative 
failure  of  crops  and  general  business  in  1 907 .  The  winter  of  1 906-7  was 
a  particularly  severe  one  and  unusually  long.  Sprint  was  backward, 
and  the  late  summer  was  marked  by  m)sts  that  checked  the  crops  in 
some  parts  of  the  west  and  totally  destroyed  them  in  others.  This 
brought  western  Canada  to  the  fall  of  1907  with  a  grain  crop  greatly 
diminished  in  volume  and  generally  poor  in  quality.  The  total  of 
the  wheat  crop  of  the  year  was  placed  by  experts  at  70,000,000 
bushels,  of  which  approximately  40.000,000  bushels  was  good  flouring 
wheat.  Fairly  gooa  prices  helped  somewhat  to  raise  the  level  of 
financial  returns,  but  the  general  shortage  of  the  grain  crop,  together 
with  the  financial  depression  that  was  world-wide  in  its  enect  auring 
1907,  combined  to  check  progress  very  materially. 

AQKICULTUBAL  PRODUCTS. 

Cattle  and  horse  raising  suffered  by  reason  of  the  long  and  hard 
winter  of  1906-7,  many  cattle,  as  well  as  some  of  the  less  hardy 
horses,  dying  on  the  ranges.  As  an  offset  to  a  year  of  so  much  dis- 
aster and  so  little  compensation,  the  year  1908  was  a  signal  success. 
The  winter  of  1907-8  was  not  severe,  and  spring  came  early.  This 
enabled  the  farmers  to  get  large  areas  of  wheat  planted  in  gooa  season, 
and  the  crop  had  a  splendid  season  throughout.  The  early  planting 
of  wheat  made  it  possible  for  the  farmers  to  plant  largely  of  the 
coarser  grains,  and  these  also  gave  good  returns.  The  harvest  season 
was  no  less  favorable  than  that  of  planting  and  growing,  and  there 
has  never  been  a  year  when  the  grain  crop  was  marketed  with  such 
celerity  on  the  part  of  the  transportation  companies,  and  for  prices 
so  generally  high  in  a  season  of  good  crops.  All  of  this  has  operated 
to  put  western  Canada  on  its  fmancial  reet  again,  and  to  place  the 
business  affairs  of  this  consular  district  in  a  promising  condition 
foi:  1909. 

The  value  of  agricultural  products  passing  through  the  Winnip^ 
market  during  the  year  ended  December  31,  1908,  was  as  follows: 
Wheat,  $60,356,362;  oate,  $4,168,125;  barley,  $1,324,470;  flax. 
$1,637,440;  potatoes,  $3,389,164;  turnips,  etc.,  $706,482;  hay  and 
clover,  $1,571,417;  sugar  beets,  $208,000;  cattle,  $7,245,599;  hogs, 
$1,586,337;  sheep,  $129,629;  and  dairy  products,  $1,650,852;  total, 
$73,983,867. 

The  quantity  of  cereals  inspected  at  Winnipeg  in  each  of  the  past 
three  years  was  as  follows: 


Cereal. 

1906. 

1907. 

1008. 

Barley 

BiuhO*. 
1,209,600 
434,000 
4,186,4fi0 

Bu8hds. 

1,798,800 

895,000 

6,677,000 

Bu^iela. 
2,703,000 

Flax  .                 

1.376,000 

11,115,000 

84,000 

53,605,350 

Oats 

Rye 

Wheat 

34,ui,eoo 

31,780,360 

Total 

40,001,660 

40,051,160 

68,783,350 
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YIELD  AND   CONSUMPTION   OP  GRAINS. 

Western  Canada  from  the  Red  River  to  the  Rocky  Mountams 
yielded  a  crop  for  1908  of  all  grains  of  some  226,000,000  bushels,  and 
of  wheat  alone  of  102,000,000  bushels.  This  is  an  increase  in  wheat 
of  32,000,000  bushels  over  the  1907  crop.  The  wheat  crop  30  years 
ago  was  practically  nothing,  and  there  are  areas  of  wheat-growing 
land  yet  to  be  brought  under  cultivation,  compared  with  wmch  the 
acreage  now  under  cultivation  is  a  mere  speck  on  the  map. 

The  local  consumption  of  wheat  in  western  Canada  is  less  than 
30,000,000  bushels,  and  this  includes  the  wheat  used  for  seed.  So 
that  taking  last  year's  crop  as  a  basis,  something  like  85,000,000 
bushels  found  its  way  east  lor  consumption  and  exportation. 

The  handling  of  this  crop  is  of  serious  concern  to  the  farmer. 
Upon  the  success  of  his  wheat  crop  depends  his  wealth,  his  living, 
and  oftentimes  his  solvency.  Where  farmers  in  the  United  States 
have  other  crops  to  fall  back  upon  in  the  event  of  a  failure  of  one  of 
them,  the  western  Canadian  farmer  puts  his  all  into  wheat,  with  the 
exception  of  isolated  instances  where  cattle  raising  is  pursued. 

LIVE-STOCK   INDUSTRY. 

In  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan  and  to  a  lesser  extent  in  Manitoba 
the  live-stock  industry  is  making  rapid  progress.  The  year  1908  was 
an  excellent  one,  and  the  receipts  oi  live  stock  at  the  stockyards  in 
Winnipeg  were  nearly  double  those  of  any  previous  vear.  llie  aver- 
age pnce  for  export  cattle  was  about  $47  per  head  at  the  shipping 
point,  which  is  considered  an  excellent  figure.  There  was  more  com- 
petition in  buying  at  both  country  points  and  market  centers,  and  it 
IS  figured  that  the  average  price  paid  for  all  cattle  on  the  hoof  was  3 
cents  per  pound.  This  is  a  low  price,  and  is  explained  only  by  the 
fact  that  tne  Winnipeg  market  was  glutted  with  cattle  which  the  hard 
times  of  1907  forced.  The  figures  for  the  year  show  that  170,088 
head  of  cattle  were  received.  Of  this  number  but  a  small  percentage, 
or  91,045  head,  were  in  a  fit  condition  for  export. 

The  market  for  hogs  during  1908  showed  a  sharp  decline  in  prices 
from  those  of  the  three  previous  vears.  The  lower  prices  in  this 
market  are  attributed  largely  to  the  slump  in  Chicago.  The  con- 
trolling influence  as  to  price  is  the  cost  at  which  American  pork  can  be 
landedin  Winnipeg^  duty  and  freight  paid.  There  has  been  a  steady 
advance  in  hog  raismg  in  western  Canada  during  the  past  four  years. 

One  of  the  most  profitable  branches  of  stock  raising  for  1908  was 
sheep  raising,  and  while  the  receipts  do  not  show  that  mcrease  which 
should  be  expected  in  view  of  the  demand,  the  farmers  realized  a  fair 
return.  Western  Canada  does  not  raise  sneep  enough  to  supply  the 
local  markets,  and  frozen  mutton  from  Prince  Edward  Island  con- 
tinues to  arrive  in  large  quantities.  The  total  value  of  the  1908  sheep 
marketed  at  Winnipeg  was  placed  at  $129,629.  The  sheep  averaged 
80  pounds  in  weight  and  brought  approximately  8  cents  per  pound  to 
the  farmer  f.  o.  b.  Winnipeg. 

DAIBT  PRODUCTS  AND  BOOT  CROP. 

There  was  a  material  increase  in  the  amount  of  butter  manufac- 
tured during  1908  in  all  three  of  the  western  provinces.  Prices  were 
good  and  averaged  about  20  cents  for  dairy  and  22  cents  for  creamery 
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in  Manitoba,  as  against  24  cents  for  creamery  in  Saskatchewan  and 
,26  cents  for  creamery  in  Alberta.  Manitoba  imports  large  quanti- 
ties of  butter  from  eastern  Canada,  and  yet  is  unable  to  secure  as 
good  prices  for  its  product  as  the  other  provinces  to  the  west. 

For  the  firat  time  in  the  history  of  western  Canada  it  is  possible 
to  obtain  figures  showing  the  volume  of  production  and  the  values  of 
root  crops.  Heretofore  these  crops  have  been  so  dominated  by  the 
grain  crop  and  the  live-stock  industry  that  figures  have  not  been 
taken  witn  sufficient  completeness  to  show  the  importance  of  these 
minor  crops  in  the  markets. 

As  agamst  the  grain  crop  they  still  show  very  small  returns  in 
value,  but  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  importance  of 
these  lesser  crops  will  grow  with  each  year,  as  the  relative  value  and 
need  for  mixed  farming  becomes  imprcMssed  upon  the  minds  of  the 
western  Canadian  farmer,  a  process  which  has  already  made  a  sub- 
stantial beginning. 

The  following  table  shows  the  potato,  root,  and  fodder  crops, 
their  estimated  values,  and  the  quantity  in  each  of  the  following 
provinces  during  1908: 


Crop. 


Acmge. 


Total 
yield. 


Price 

per 

bushel. 


Total 
valae. 


Potatoes 

Tnrnips.etc 

Hay  and  clover. 
Sugar  beets 


Potatoes 

Tomlps.eto 

Hay  and  clover. 


SASKATCHEWAN. 


Potatoes 

Turnips 

Hay  and  clover. 


13,200 
2,500 

67,000 
6,200 


20,000 

3,000 

110,200 


16,600 

1,643 

143,000 


Bushels. 
1,966.800 

670,000 
a  111,345 

0  41,600 


3,806,400 
1,440,000 
a  214, 561 


1,826,000 
476,470 
027,170 


SO.  44 


7.60 
5.00 


.38 

.26J 

7.42 


.50 

.26 

4.00 


201,000 
846,000 
206,000 


1,446,433 

381,600 

1,502,042 


1.077,340 
123,882 
133,133 


o  Tons. 

By  reason  of  the  excellent  crop  results  that  have  attended  the  sea- 
son of  1908  the  farmer  has  taken  his  place  among  the  money-making 
men  of  western  Canada  and  occupies  a  position  that  augurs  well  for 
1909.  The  farmer  has  learned  that  with  complete  equipment  on 
the  farm  not  only  are  his  labors  lessened,  but  the  net  results  attained 
are  much  larger. 

KAILWAY   CONSTRUCTION. 

Railway  building  in  western  Canada  occupies  a  position  in  many 
respects  different  from  that  in  other  coimtries,  as  tne  lines  pave  the 
way  for  settlement  instead  of  waiting  for  the  country  to  be  developed. 
They  have  taxed  their  resources  to  the  limit  to  provide  the  trans- 
portation facilities  demanded  by  the  incoming  settlers  and  have 
extended  their  lines  with  great  rapidity. 

It  is  generally  supposed  that  owing  to  the  financial  depression 
during  the  past  year  railroad  development  in  the  Canadian  west  was 
at  a  standstill.  This  is  far  from  true.  While  there  has  not  been  that 
extension  which  everyone  expected  when  the  plans  of  the  railroads 
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were  given  out  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  yet  1,925  miles  of  rail 
was  actually  laid;  and  this  does  not  include  a  lar^e  amount  of  track 
which  needed  only  proper  ballasting  to  be  ready  for  service. 

The  mileage  which  has  been  added  to  the  various  lines  during  the 
year  was  distributed  among  the  Canadian  Pacific,  the  Canadian 
Northern,  and  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific.  From  figures  furnished  by 
these  roads  the  distribution  was  as  follows:  Canadian  Pacific,  826 
miles;  Canadian  Northern,  245  miles,  and  Grand  Trunk  Pacific,  854 
miles.  The  total  mileage  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad  west  of 
Port  Arthur  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  6,160  miles;  Canadian  North- 
em,  3,119  miles;  Grand  Trunk  Pacific,  854  miles;  and  Great  Northern 
in  western  Canada,  624  miles,  making  a  total  of  10,757  miles. 

COBfPLETION   OF  MANY  MAIN   AND  BBANCH  LINES. 

The  work  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  during  the  year  was  confined 
in  western  Canada  to  the  construction  of  the  main  line  and  the  Lake 
Superior  branch.  The  latter  was  completed  and  trains  are  beii^  op- 
erated on  it  to  a  point  of  junction  with  the  main  line  from  the  city  of 
Hawkins,  Saskatchewan,  680  miles  west.  At  various  points  along  the 
line  it  was  necessary  to  erect  bridges  of  considerable  size.  One  or  the 
most  important  of  these  is  at  Clover  Bar,  near  Edmonton,  Alberta, 
where  tJiie  largest  single  concrete  piers  in  the  coimtry  were  constructed, 
at  a  cost  for  the  entire  structure  of  nearly  $1,000,000.     In  Winnipeg 

?'ood  progress  is  being  made  on  the  union  depot,  which  will  house  the 
xrand  Tnink  Pacific  and  Canadian  Northern  jointly. 

On  the  Canadian  Northern  lines  there  was  completed  the  new  branch 
from  Regina  to  Brandon,  which  is  considered  important  in  that  it 
affords  direct  communication  with  Regina  and  also  affords  direct  con- 
nection with  the  line  running  from  Rerina  to  Prince  Albert.  Track 
was  also  completed  on  the  Tnunder  Hill  extension  and  on  the  Goose 
Lake  branch. 

On  the  Canadian  Pacific  there  were  completed  the  double  track  be- 
tween Fort  William  and  Winnipeg;  the  line  from  Strassbure  to  Sas- 
katoon, on  the  Kirkella  branch ;  the  line  from  Saskatoon  to  Wilkie.  on 
the  wav  to  Edmonton;  the  line  from  Wolseley  to  Reston;  the  line 
from  Teulon  to  Komamo,  and  a  line  from  Virden  north  10  miles. 
The  grading  was  completed  on  the  line  from  Saskatoon  to  Hardisty, 
and  some  grading  was  done  on  the  line  to  the  Icelandic  River.  AmoDg 
other  improvements  on  the  central  division  were  the  relaying  on  the 
Souris  branch  of  85-pound  steel  rails,  the  building  of  a  new  engine 
house  at  Minnedosa  and  one  at  La  Riviere,  the  installation  of  cables 
at  the  Fort  William  coal  docks,  new  pumping  station  at  Portage  la 
Prairie,  and  the  creation  of  experimental  farms.  These  experimental 
farms  are  to  be  operated  by  the  railroad  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
its  numerous  hotels  and  dining-car  service  with  comestibles. 

On  the  western  division  of  tne  Canadian  Pacific  the  line  from  Moose 
Jaw  to  Outlook  was  completed.  Work  was  done  on  the  change  of  line 
between  Lethbridge  ana  Macleod  on  the  immense  bridge  over  the 
Belly  River  and  on  the  grade-reduction  work  on  the  Medicine  Hat 
section.  Numerous  old  oridges  were  replaced  with  steel  spans  on 
concrete  foimdations.  On  the  Calgarv,  Medicine  Hat,  and  Lethbridge 
sections  ballasting  and  widening  of  the  dump,  and  on  the  Crows  Nest 
and  Sidar  sections  relaying  with  80-poimd  steel  rails,  were  finished. 
18077— c  B  1908— VOL  2 3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


84  COMMEBCIAL  BELATIONS. 

On  the  Pacific  division  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  considerable  minor 
work  was  done,  the  most  important  being  the  building  of  a  steel 
bridge  over  the  Fraser  River,  at  a  cost  of  $250,000. 

NEW  TRANSCONTINENTAL   SYSTEM, 

Very  largely  the  Grand  Tnmk  Pacific  is  a  Dominion  government 

Kroject.  Tne  government  has  engaged  to  build  the  road  from 
[oncton.  Nova  Scotia,  to  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  and  to  lease  it  for  a 
period  of  ten  years  to  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific,  without  cost  to  this 
corporation,  together  with  the  cost  of  ^aranteeing  bonds  for  the 
construction  of  the  system  west  of  Winnipeg  to  the  Pacific  coast  at 
Prince  Rupert.  Governmental  expenditure  for  the  new  road  has 
been  figured  at  a  minimum  of  $73,691,706  by  the  minister  of  finance 
for  the  Dominion  and  at  $180,845,683  by  others.  Whatever  the  cost 
may  be,  the  new  transcontinental  system,  with  the  branches,  lake 
steamers,  and  ocean-going  vessels  that  are  included  in  the  plans,  will 
be  of  immense  service  to  the  people  of  Canada,  as  well  as  a  great 
factor  in  its  development. 

From  Moncton  to  Winnipeg  the  new  system  is  called  the  National 
Transcontinental  and  west  of  Winnipeg  it  takes  the  name  of  the 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific.  About  210  miles  or  steel  of  the  National  Trans- 
continental were  laid  during  the  year  and  grading  is  well  under  wa^ 
on  nearly  all  the  contracts  let  by  the  commission.  The  total  expendi- 
ture on  the  road  to  date  has  been,  according  to  reliable  reports, 
$47,000,000.  The  most  active  operations  during  1909  will  be  between 
La  Tuque,  Quebec,  and  Moncton  and  upon  the  first  180  miles  east  of 
Winnipeg,  upon  which  the  work  of  steel  laying  will  be  pushed.  The 
year  1909  will  also  mark  the  beginning  of  the  big  terminal  shops  at 
Winnipeg. 

The  plans  of  the  Saskatchewan  provincial  government  for  assisting 
the  development  of  railway  communication  within  that  province 

J  provide  for  assisting  the  branches  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  in  all 
or  about  200  miles. 

RAILWAY  PROBLEMS  TO  BE  SOLVED. 

The  chief  problems  of  the  railroads  of  western  Canada  have  to  do 
with  the  wheat  crop,  its  harvesting  and  marketing.  The  joint  efforts 
of  the  western  provinces  and  the  railway  companies  are  exerted  each 
summer  to  transport  from  the  east  an  army  or  harvesters  a^regating 
20,000,  without  whose  assistance  the  cutting  and  thrashing  of  the 
crop  would  be  an  impossibility.  From  the  time  that  the  harvesters 
amve  the  transportation  question  becomes  the  vital  one  to  the 
Canadian  wheat  crop. 

East  of  Winnipeg  two  single  lines  of  track  connect  the  western 
wheat  fields  with  the  ports  or  Lake  Superior,  these  being  the  main 
lines  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  and  Canadian  Northern  Rtolways.  As 
there  are  now  three  main  lines  and  many  branches  ruiming  into  Win- 
nipeg, the  whole  system  might  well  be  compared  to  a  runnel  into 
wnich  a  score  of  streams  are  constantly  pouring  and  of  which  the 
outlet  must  be  kept  clear,  or  the  streams  will  be  checked  or  stopped 
entirely.  When  such  a  contingency  arises,  the  result  is  a  wl]^t 
blockade. 

As  Lake  navigation  closes  officially  December  5,  every  effort  is  put 
forth  to  get  as  much  as  possible  of  the  crop  sent  forward  before  tnat 
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date  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  either  paying  the  heavier  rail  transpor- 
tation chaises  or  incurring  storage  charges  in  the  elevators.  The 
exigencies  oemand  rapid  service,  and  especially  over  those  divisions 
which  connect  Winnipeg  with  Fort  William  and  Port  Arthur. 

IBfPORTANCE   OF   ELEVATORS   FOB  STOBING  GBAIN. 

Elevators  for  the  storing  of  grain  at  the  various  receiving  and  ship- 
ping points  along  the  lines  that  cover  the  wheat  country  and  at  the 
Lake  ports  of  Port  William  and  Port  Arthur  are  very  important 
factors  in  the  transportation  system,  upon  which  the  western  Cana- 
dian farmer  and  dealer  depend. 

Some  idea  of  the  amount  of  work  the  elevators  at  the  head  of  the 
Lakes  are  called  upon  to  perform  may  be  gleaned  from  the  fact  that 
during  the  open  season  of  1908, 36,013,617  bushels  of  wheat,  5,953,201 
bushels  of  oats,  1,450,864  bushels  of  barley,  and  517,913  bushels  of 
flax  were  loaded  from  the  elevators  into  the  waiting  vessels,  making 
a  total  of  43,935,595  bushels  of  all  grains  loaded  outward  for  the 
season,  compared  with  23,482,497  bushels  for  the  jear  1907.  That  in 
1908  is  by  far  the  largest  amount  ever  handled  m  one  season  at  the 
Lake  ports. 

According  to  the  warehouse  conmiissioner  of  Manitoba  the  capacity 
of  elevators  ifest  of  the  Lakes  is  42,812,400  bushels,  as  against 
39,734,000  in  1907.  To  this  must  be  added  terminal  storage  of 
18,852,700  bushels  at  Fort  William  and  Port  Arthur  and  1,300,000  at 
mill  elevators  at  Keewatin,  making  a  total  west  of  the  Great  Lakes  of 
62,965,100  bushels,  as  against  58,482,700  in  1907. 

The  interior  elevator  capacity  divided  by  provinces  gives  Manitoba 
678  elevators  and  13  warehouses  with  a  capacity  in  aU  of  20,558,500 
bushels;  Saskatchewan,  607  elevators  with  a  capacity  of  17,699,500 
bushels;  and  Alberta,  120  elevators  and  14  warehouses  with  a  ca- 
pacity of  4,386,400  bushels.  British  Columbia  has  but  3  elevators 
with  a  capacity  of  276,000  bushels. 

The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  has  949  elevators  and  12  warehouses; 
the  C^anadian  Northern  Railway  has  386  elevators  and  12  warehouses; 
the  Cireat  Northern,  23  elevators;  and  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific,  39 
elevators. 

LOANS,    MOBTGAOES,   AND   INSUBANCE. 

In  a  country  so  new  and  of  such  rapid  development  as  western 
Canada,  the  business  of  loaning  money  for  various  business  enter- 
prises, for  mortgages  on  farms,  and  for  financing  the  wheat  crop  is 
an  important  one.  Rates  of  interest  rule  higher  than  in  older  com- 
munities, and  there  is  no  reason  for  supposing  that  there  will  be  any 
appreciaole  falling  oflf  in  the  near  future  either  in  the  volume  of  busi- 
ness or  in  the  rates  obtainable  for  money  loaned  upon  the  security  of 
farm  propertv  and  other  classes  of  real  estate  holdings. 

From  the  loan  companies  operating  in  western  Canada,  or  in  the 
three  prairie  provinces,  the  farmers  nave  borrowed  $50,000,000  to 
date.  Of  this  sum  the  farmers  of  Manitoba  borrowed  $30,000,000, 
and  those  of  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta  $20,000,000.  This  sum 
does  not  reoresent  the  whole  of  the  money  borrowed  upon  mortgage 
security,  in  Manitoba  alone  life  insurance  companies  nave  invested 
in  this  class  of  security  something  like  $18,750,000. 
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There  has  been  during  the  past  three  or  four  years  a  very  marked 
increase  in  the  amount  of  money  borrowed,  and  the  rates  have 
remained  high.  In  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta  the  rates  of  interest 
on  mortgages  are  9  per  cent,  while  in  Manitoba  7  per  cent  is  the  rule  in 
the  well-settled  districts.  Within  the  next  few  years  the  demand  for 
money  will  be  great  on  account  of  the  large  number  of  new  settlers. 

The  year  1908  was  not  a  good  one  for  nre  insurance  companies  in 
western  Canada.  There  were  several  large  conflagrations,  and  the 
profits  to  the  companies,  if  there  were  any,  were  small.  Then  the 
nnancial  conditions  early  in  the  year  operated  in  no  small  measure 
to  curtail  income.  The  fire  insurance  premiums  paid  increased 
from  $752,755  m  1901  to  $1,900,000  in  1908. 

BANK  CLEARANCES — TELEPHONES. 

As  a  reliable  index  of  general  business  conditions,  the  bank  clear- 
mgs  of  a  city  which  feeds  a  large  section  of  coimtry,  as  the  city  of 
Winnipeg  does,  maj  be  taken  with  confidence.  These  figures  for 
six  years,  up  to  and  mcluding  1908,  are  as  follows:  1903,  $246,108,006; 
1904,  $294,601,437;  1905,  $369,868,179;  1906,  $504,585,914;  1907, 
$599,667,576;  and  1908,  $614,111,801. 

The  increase  for  1908  was  by  far  the  smallest  shown  during  the 
six  vears,  a  fact  to  be  very  largely  accoimted  for  by  the  severe  blow 
dealt  to  business  in  Winmpeg  by  the  panic  of  1907,  from  which  it  is 
now  recovering  rapidly. 

Thus  while  the  amount  of  money  expended  for  new  buildings  in 
Winnipeg  during  1908  fell  to  $5,513,700,  as  compared  with  $12,625,950 
in  1907,  the  year  1909  has  started  off  with  an  increase  of  700  per  cent 
for  the  first  two  months  in  the  cost  of  buildings  for  which  permits 
were  issued.  Returns  from  the  several  cities  of  Canada  show  that 
Winnipeg  is  third  of  the  larger  cities  in  the  Dominion  in  building 
operations  during  1908.  This  list  showed  Toronto  to  lead  with 
$12,447,467;  Vancouver,  $5,950,923 ;  Wmnipeg,  $5,513,700;  Montreal. 
$5,062,326;  Edmonton,  $2,549,847;  Fort  WQliam,  $1,560,735;  and 
Victoria,  $1,214,230, 

The  year  1908  was  the  first  of  government  ownership  of  telephones 
in  Manitoba.  The  system  was  purchased  from  the  feell  Telephone 
Companjr  at  a  cost  of  $3,400,000.  This  price  was  considered  not 
too  mgh  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  business  acquired  was  a 
gfowing  one.  and  that  the  purchase  was  made  in  such  a  wav  as  to 
leave  tne  field  clear  for  governmental  operation.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  and  during  the  annual  session  of  the  Manitoba  legislature  a 
report  of  the  year's  business  of  the  telephone  department  was  made, 
wnich  showea  a  net  profit  of  some  $268,000.  Shortly  afterwards 
the  annoimcement  was  made  that  all  telephone  rates  would  be 
reduced,  and  a  new  list  of  charges  was  published. 

A    WESTERN   CANADIAN   WORLD's   FAIR. 

A  plan  which  took  form  in  1908  and  which  is  being  ene^etically 
pushed  toward  realization  is  that  of  holding  a  world's  fair  in  Winnipeg 
m  1912.  The  plan  as  it  has  thus  far  been  laid  out  is  to  call  the  event 
**The  Selkirk  Centennial,''  because  it  will  commemorate  the  coming 
to  western  Canada  of  the  Scotch  and  Irish  settlers  sent  over  in  1812 
by  Lord  Selkirk,  who  took  up  their  homes  in  this  region  and  estab- 
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lished  the  village  of  Kildonan.  The  business  men  of  Winnipeg  have 
taken  hold  of  the  subject.  Delegations  have  been  sent  to  cities  of  the 
United  States  where  aimilar  celebrations  have  been  held  to  get  an 
idea  of  the  net  results  in  the  shape  of  returns  to  the  country.  Sev- 
eral prominent  citizens  of  the  Umted  States  who  have  been  identified 
with  world's  fairs  were  brought  to  Winnipeg  upon  the  urgent  invita- 
tion of  the  city  and  made  addresses  berore  tnose  interested  in  the 
project.  From  all  of  the  investigations  thus  far  made  the  Winnipeg 
committee  has  received  nothing  out  encouragement.  Although  the 
whole  Dominion  will  be  interested  in  the  holding  of  such  an  expo- 
sition, the  event  will  be  very  largely  western  Canadian.  It  will  also 
be  a  matter  in  which  the  United  States  will  have  strong  interest. 

There  are  in  the  western  provinces  no  less  than  400,000  people  who 
formerly  hved  in  the  United  States.  Attracted  by  the  free  land  and 
cheap  land,  this  number  is  growing  larger  each  year.  These  people 
incline  naturally  to  the  purchase  or  goods  of  American  manufacture 
and  biiy  heavily  of  that  class  of  necessities.  Nearness  to  market  and 
generdfappreciation  of  the  quaUty  of  many  hnes  of  American  manu- 
facture and  the  activitv  and  enterprise  of  selling  agents  for  these 
goods  have  built  up  a  large  trade  tor  various  lines  of  manufacture 
produced  in  the  Umted  States.  Thus  a  world's  fair  held  in  Winnipeg 
will  undoubtedly  be  a  rallying  point  for  American  manufacturers, 
particularly  those  producino^  farming  machinery,  boots  and  shoes, 
automobiles,  and  m  fact  all  those  unes  for  which  the  demand  is 
steadily  increasing. 

MINERALS   IN   WESTERN   CANADA. 

The  mineral  deposits  known  to  exist  in  western  Canada  are  being 
developed  slowly.  The  three  prairie  provinces  are  still  largely 
depenaent  upon  wood  as  the  chief  fuel,  although  some  sections,  sucn 
as  Edmonton,  Medicine  Hat,  the  Red  Deer  country,  and  southern 
Alberta,  have  developed  coal  fields  or  natural  gas  in  Quantities  suffi- 
cient to  supply  their  needs  for  fuel  in  the  case  of  coal,  and  for  both 
fuel  and  light  where  gas  wells  have  been  sunk,  as  at  Medicine  Hat. 
There  are  lai]ge  coal  fields  in  western  Canada,  and  a  soft  coal  of  rather 
inferior  quality,  but  capable  of  producing  considerable  heat,  is  found 
in  the  Souris  Valley  and  in  the  region  around  Estevan  and  Bienf ait 
in  Manitoba.  There  are  other  deposits  of  coal  in  Saskatchewan,  some 
of  which  have  been  tested,  others  being  as  yet  practically  imknown. 
Around  Lethbridge,  in  Alberta,  there  is  a  considerable  coal-mining 
industry,  some  of  the  mines  producing  a  fine  grade  of  soft  domestic 
coal.  Around  Medicine  Hat  there  are  large  deposits  of  coal,  which  in 
some  places  can  be  dug  out  of  the  ground  near  the  surface.  The 
quality  is  quite  satisfactory  for  domestic  purposes  and  would  be 
largeljr  used  by  the  people  of  Medicine  Hat  but  tor  the  fact  that  they 
have  in  natural  gas  a  fuel  much  more  convenient  and  on  account  of  its 
abundance  approximately  as  economical.  Farther  west  in  Alberta 
Province  and  m  the  mountain  region  anthracite  is  mined.  Aroimd 
the  city  of  Edmonton  there  are  very  extensive  deposits  of  soft  coal 
which  IS  reputed  to  be  quite  satisfactory  for  domestic  purposes.  It 
would  seem  with  all  these  resources  of  fuel  the  people  of  western 
Canada  need  never  face  a  fuel  famine  and  that  reasonable  prices 
should  always  prevail.  This  is  indeed  a  valuable  resource  where  the 
winters  are  so  cold. 
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A  comparison  of  prices  of  various  grades  of  coal  as  purchased  in 
western  Canada  is  interesting.  In  Winnipeg  American  anthracite 
from  Pennsylvania  is  sold  at  $10.50  per  ton  down  to  No.  2  nut,  which 
brings  $9  per  ton.  American  soft  coal  for  domestic  purposes  is  sold 
at  $8  to  $9  per  ton.  Lethbridge  and  Taber  coal  from  the  Alberta 
mines  is  sold  at  $9  per  ton.  Souris  coal  brings  from  $5  to  $5.50  per 
ton.  At  Moosomin,  219  miles  west  of  Winnipeg,  Pennsylvania  anthra- 
cite is  sold  at  $12.50  per  ton  and  competes  with  the  anthracite  from 
Banff,  which  retails  at  $10.50  per  ton.  Taber  coal  is  sold  in  Moosomin 
at  $8.50  per  ton.  Moosomin  is  541  miles  from  Lethbridge  and  703 
miles  from  Banff.  This  illustrates  a  low  stage  of  devefopment  of 
mining  and  transportation  rather  than  a  shortage  of  product,  the  fact 
being  that  coal  is  abundant  in  western  Canada,  but  appears  in  parts 
widely  separated. 

EXPORTS   BY  PORTS — SHIPMENTS  TO  THE   UNrTED   STATES. 

The  total  exports,  by  ports,  from  the  Winnipeg  consular  district 
for  the  calendar  year  1908  were  valued  at  $21,975,102,  distributed  as 
follows:  Fort  William,  $9,874,557;  Port  Arthur,  $7,625,434;  Emer- 
son, $1,935,652;  North  Portal,  $1,382,678;  Gretna,  $714,092;  Wm- 
nipeg,  $359,786;  Brandon,  $67,809;  and  Kenosa,  $15,094. 

The  declared  value  of  exports,  including  returned  goods,  from  this 
consular  district  to  the  Umted  States  in  1908  was  $4,551,246.  The 
articles  and  their  values  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Value. 


WINNIPEO. 

Animals: 

Cattlo 

Horses 

Bones 

Breadstufts: 

Barley 

Bran 

Flour 

Oat  hulls. 

Oats 

Wheat 

Fertllixers 

Fish 

Furs,  raw 

Hides 

Household  effects 

Junk 

Lye,  so^ 

Rubber,  scrap 

Sausage  casings 

Seneca  root 

wheat  screenings 

Wood,  manuCactures  of: 

Lath 

Lumber 

An  other  articles 


Total- 


Animals:  Cattle... 

Fish 

Furs 

Seed,  broom  com . 
Settlers'  effects — 
Wheat  screenings. 
All  other  artides.. 


TotaL. 


$45,045 
13,200 
8,547 

9,834 

1,049 

1,152 

16,784 

243,868 

4,678 

2,946 

160,771 

439,795 

628,418 

97,533 

37,520 

12,769 

15,973 

2,892 

92,071 

5,042 

26,069 
81,199 
19,528 


1,966,683 


2,820 
260,471 
7,073 
4,008 
7,229 
2,160 
3,909 


287,670 


Articles. 


Value. 


FORT  WILLIAM. 

Breadstufls: 

Flour 

Oats 

Wheat 

Fish 

Gold  bullion 

Household  effects 

Ore,  silver 

R  ubber,  scrap 

SCTeenings.  wheat,  etc 

Wood,  ana  manuuctures  of: 

Lumber 

Pulp  wood 

Ties 

All  other  articles 

Total 

EENOSA. 

Fish 

Furs,  raw 

QdLd 

Settlers'  effects 

Wheat 

Wood,  manuiiEkCtures  of: 

Lumber 

Ties 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Total  for  the  district 

Returned  American  goods  for  district 

Grand  total 


S25,416 

1,183,685 

118,950 

8S,504 

9,776 

4.805 

0,967 

1,478 

42,678 

8,078 

109,403 

1,190 

1,850 


1,549,887 


40,185 
1,187 

26,^1 
4,571 
1,915 

85,374 
1,462 
2,281 


163,716 


3,967,056 
583,290 


4,551,246 
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NEW  BRUNSWICK. 
CAMPBEL.L.TON. 

By  Consul  Theodosius  Boddn. 

The  year  1908  was  a  prosperous  one  for  all  kinds  of  business  and 
industiy  along  the  shores  of  the  Restigouche  River  and  Chalenr  Bay, 
and  in  some  respects  it  was  a  record-breaking  year.  The  season  for 
harvesting  and  garnering  the  products  of  the  soil  was  very  good. 
Hay,  oatSy  potatoes,  and  cabbage,  the  principal  crops,  were  pro- 
duced in  abundance  and  foimd  a  ready  market  at  remimerative 
prices.  This  condition  insured  a  healthy  trade  at  all  the  retail  stores 
and  shops,  and  all  forms  of  l:>usiness  have  prospered.  The  represent- 
atives or  wholesale  houses  and  factories  have  fairly  thronged  the 
district  since  March  1,  1908,  and  all  tell  the  same  story  of  good  busi- 
ness and  ready  monejr.  There  has  not  been  to  my  knowledge  a  fail- 
ure or  default  of  a  legitimate  business  concern  or  imdertaking  during 
the  year  throughout  this  consular  district. 

RAILWAY   r.XTENSION. 

A  few  years  ago  there  were  considerable  quantities  of  farm  prod- 
ucts exported  to  the  United  States,  but  now  there  are  scarcely  any, 
for  the  reason  that  the  home  markets,  which  are  growing  in  unpor- 
tance,  absorb  the  supply.  The  completion  within  tne  vear  1909  of  the 
line  of  the  International  Railway  from  Campbellton  southward 
through  the  heart  of  the  great  primeval  forest  to  or  near  St.  Leon- 
ard on  the  river  St.  John,  an  enterprise  which  is  making  rapid  prog- 
ress, will  create  a  largely  increased  demand  for  the  products  of  the 
farms,  orchards,  and  gardens  to  supply  the  new  town^  new  lumber- 
ing industries,  and  camps  along  the  fine,  at  the  same  tmae  opening  a 
new  field  for  wholesalers  and  jobbers.  It  will  connect  the  industnes 
of  the  Restigouche  River  with  the  Bangor  and  Aroostook  Railway 
and  provide  a  more  direct  and  convenient  route  from  Campbellton  to 
Boston  and  New  York.  This  railway  when  completed  should  mean 
very  much  to  United  States  trade. 

QBINDSTONE   INDUSTRY — FISHEBIES. 

In  this  consular  district,  along  the  south  shore  of  Chaleur  Bay  are 
produced  and  exported  annually  to  the  United  States  stones  valued 
at  about  $25,000.  In  1905  the  value  of  these  stones  sent  to  the 
United  States  was  $23,329;  1906,  $24,299;  1907,  $26,166;  and  1908, 
$24,557. 

Cod  fishing  in  this  district,  which  once  prospered  along  the  Gaspe 
coast,  has  become  an  almost  negUgible  industry  so  far  as  concerns 
exports  directly  to  the  United  States  from  this  district.  The  prin- 
cipal fish  exported  from  this  vicinity  are  smelts,  herring,  salmon, 
loDsters,  and  eels,  and  1908  was  a  banner  year  for  those  engaged  in 
exporting  them.  Fish  exports  to  the  United  States  during  the  last 
four  years  were  as  follows:  1905,  $74,343;  1906,  $107,479;  1907, 
$115,264;  and  1908,  $145,373.  There  was  an  increase  of  $30,109  in 
tte  nsh  catch  of  last  year  over  that  of  1907,  which  was  a  remarkable 
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showing.  Of  the  total  values  of  fish  exports  for  1908,  $86,138  was 
m  smeBs  and  $54,165  in  canned  lobsters.  But  the  consular  invoice 
record  does  not  show  the  full  value  of  the  exports,  for  when  the  value 
of  the  individual  shipment  is  less  than  $100  no  consular  invoice  is 
necessary.  In  this  manner  the  largest  portion  of  the  salmon  and  eel 
catches,  and  much  of  the  others,  are  not  included  in  consular  statistics. 

WOOD  AND   LUMBER. 

The  cut  of  logs  during  the  winter  1907-8  was  estimated  at  30  to 
40  per  cent  less  than  tnat  of  the  preceding  winter.  However,  by 
the  use  of  reserve  stock,  1908  was  made  the  oanner  year  for  the  mill 
men  and  broke  all  previous  records.  Exports  to  all  countries  buying 
Canadian  wood  products  increased  largely  over  the  exports  of  pre- 
ceding years.  On  the  British  markets  there  was  a  marked  increase 
in  the  demand  for  what  are  called  '^Campbellton  deals,'*  which  a 
London  paper  pronoimced  superior  in  certam  quaUties  to  those  pro- 
duced  elsewhere.  Cargoes  were  also  sent  to  AustraUa,  the  West 
Indies,  and  to  several  South  American  coimtries. 

The  value  of  the  exports  of  wood  and  wood  products  to  the  United 
States  during  1908  was  $681,467,  against  $608,467  m  1907,  $666,707 
in  1906,  and  $352,258  in  1905.  There  is  also  a  large  supply  of  the 
products  of  the  deal  and  shingle  mills  left  in  reserve  in  the  yards  and 
sheds  of  several  of  the  largest  lumbering  concerns  in  this  vicinity. 
Two  of  the  largest  mills  manufacturing  shingles  operated  with  full 
force  through  the  winter  of  1908-9,  but  are  shipping  nothing.  During 
1908  pulpwood  to  the  value  of  $23,233  was  exported  to  the  Umtea 
States,  as  against  nothing  in  that  line  heretofore.  The  value  of  rail- 
way ties  exported  decreased  to  $24,323. 

MINES   AND   MINERALS — SHIPPING   FAdLITIES. 

Much  activity  was  shown  by  prospectors  for  minerals  during  the 
year^  and  from  a  number  of  locaUties  in  this  consular  district  fine 
specimens  of  iron  ore  were  secured.    The  richest  discovery  in  both 

auantity  and  quaUty  is  the  great  deposit  of  iron  ore  in  Gloucester 
bimty,  25  miles  south  of  Bathurst.  PreUminary  steps  are  being 
taien  toward  a  thorough  development  of  the  deposit  during  the 
coming  summer,  and  the  building  of  a  branch  railway  to  connect  the 
mine  with  the  coast  at  some  point  on  the  main  line  of  the  Inter- 
colonial Railroad  is  one  of  the  promised  achievements  of  the  ensuing 
year.  From  the  Gaspe  hills  have  come  a  number  of  specimens  that 
carried  good  percentages  of  copper  as  well  as  of  iron. 

There  was  much  activity  dniing  the  year  at  most  of  the  towns 
along  the  coasts  of  the  Restigouche  River  and  Chaleur  Bay  in  the 
work  of  building  and  extending  piers,  guays,  etc.,  and  in  improving 
wharfage  and  other  f aciUties  for  loading  and  discharging  cargoes. 
This  is  particularly  noticeable  at  Dalhousie  and  Campbellton,  where 
vessels  m  the  future  will  find  ample  accommodations. 

FOREIGN   TRADE — SALES  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  principal  direct  imports  are  hard  coal  from  the  United  States 
and  molasses   from   Barbados.    Nearly  all   the  goods  of  foreign 
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origin  that  are  found  in  the  stores  or  seen  in  the  hands  of  purchasers 
are  brought  in  through  Canadian  importing  agencies  estabUshed  in 
the  large  commercial  centers,  and  there  are  no  available  data  from 
which  to  estimate  the  amount  and  value  of  any  Une  of  foreign  goods 
brought  into  this  district. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908  was 
$832,175,  against  $759,275  in  1907  and  $814,103  in  1906.  The 
articles  and  their  values  for  1907  and  1908  were: 


Artictos. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Fbh 

$116,264 

$145,373 
24,667 

Wood,  nianufacturas  of— Con. 
Shingles 

$396,496 
38,762 
6,338 

AntuljitntMMAndf^llfffitmiflS   . 

26,186 

2,901 

342 

78,007 
06,000 

$410,444 

24,828 

<278 

Hidtt 

Ties 

Pooltiy 

All  other  articles 

Wood,  musafactares  of: 
Boards 

102,890 
120,316 

Total 

759,276 

832,176 

Laths 

AMERICAN    GOODS   REPRESENTED   IN   THE  TRADE. 

Many  lines  of  American  goods  are  in  evidence  at  the  stores,  wid 
hold  their  place  in  the  confidence  of  trade.  An  inquiry  at  the  prin- 
cipal business  houses  show  ed  a  much  longer  list  than  was  expected, 
which  is  as  follows:  Sewing  machines,  cream  separators,  ice-cream 
freezers,  food  choppers,  oil  stoves,  patent  roofings,  machine  tools, 
carpenter's  tools  and  supphes  of  all  kinds,  shelf  hardware,  lubricating 
oils,  kerosene,  guns  and  fixed  ammunition,  game  traps,  cutlery,  glass 
and  silverware,  clocks,  watches,  sporting  goods,  boots  and  shoes, 
hats,  men's  furnishings,  stationery  and  stationers'  supplies,  toys, 
fountain  pens,  inks  and  pencils,  books  and  magazines,  baking  pow- 
ders, breakfast  foods,  picMes  and  ketchups,  preserved  fruits,  canned 
vegetables,  canned  fruits,  canned  and  corned  meats,  lard,  vinegar, 
soda  biscuits,  picnic  and  luncheon  wafers,  campers'  supplies,  conlec- 
tions,  canned  milks,  drug  preparations,  patent  medicines,  medical 
and  surgical  dressings  and  appuances,  ruboer  goods,  toilet  soaps  and 
powders,  perfumes,  shaving  goods,  safety  razors,  chewing  and  smok- 
ing tobaccos,  and  smokers'  supplies.  There  are  also  agencies  here 
representing  some  special  American  manufactures,  such  as  grama- 
phones,  pianos,  and  organs.  There  have  been  some  sales  of  cash 
registers,  bank-vault  equipments,  and  electric  suppUes. 

American  trade  in  this  district,  though  principally  indirect,  seems 
to  be  healthy  and  satisfactory,  and  there  does  not  appear  any  reason 
to  fear  its  impairment  in  the  near  future.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
earnest  movement  for  an  increased  immigration  and  the  completion 
of  the  International  Railway  and  other  projected  improvements  in 
the  present  year,  should  naturally  create  a  larger  demand  for  many 
lines  of  the  goods  mentioned,  and  for  others  not  now  on  this  market* 

MONCTON. 

By  Consul  Michael  J.  Hendrick. 

The  consular  district  of  Moncton  extends  about  160  miles  north 
and  south  and  about  45  miles  east  and  west;  it  includes  the  counties 
of  Westmoreland,  Kent,  and  Albert,  and  parts  of  Northumberland, 
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Queens,  and  Kings,  in  New  Brunswick,  together  with  Cumberland 
County  and  part  of  Colchester  in  Nova  Scotia. 

Notwithstanding  the  general  depression  in  trade,  which  affected 
the  volume  of  exports  and  imports  in  this  district,  the  city  of  Moncton 
and  its  immediate  vicinity  experienced  a  prosperous  year  during 
1908. 

BUSY   RAILROAD   CENTER. 

The  Intercolonial  Railway  of  Canada,  owned  and  operated  by 
the  Dominion  government,  has  its  headauarters  in  this  city,  it  being 
by  far  the  most  important  interest  in  Moncton.  Its  monthly  pay 
roll  amounts  to  about  $90,000,  not  including  waffes  of  engine  and 
train  men^  a  large  number  of  whom  are  also  residents  of  fliis  cit^; 
therefore  it  is  reasonably  certain  that  $100,000  per  month  is  dis- 
tributed in  the  immediate  vicinity  by  this  road. 

In  1906  its  shops  at  this  plac«  were  destroyed  by  fire,  but  these 
are  being  replaced  by  new  buildings,  which  will  be  completed  in  1909; 
II  large  buildings,  all  of  concrete,  reenforced  with  steel,  and  costing 
about  $1,750,000,  are  being  erected.  It  is  claimed  that  no  shops  on 
this  continent  will  be  better  equipped  with  labor-saving  appliances, 
as  they  will  have  traveling  overhead  cranes,  electric  Jghting  ana 
heating,  and  machinery  of  every  description  of  the  most  up-to-date 
type.  The  power  is  supplied  by  two  500-horsepower  gas  engines  and 
one  l,000-horsefK)wer  steam  engine.  This  road  also  double  tracked 
7  miles  of  its  main  line  during  the  year,  giving  employment  to  a  large 
number  of  men. 

The  new  Transcontinental  RaUroad,  running  from  Moncton  to  the 
Pacific  coast,  was  under  construction  during  the  year,  employing 
about  300  men  between  Moncton  and  Chipman.  As  the  contractors 
of  this  section  maintained  their  offices  in  this  city,  paying  out  about 
$20,000  monthly,  a  large  part  of  their  supplies  were  purcnased  hete, 
thus  helping  to  make  local  conditions  prosperous.  The  Moncton 
and  Buctouche  Railroad  has  its  headquarters  here,  and  pays  to  resi- 
dents of  Moncton  about  $1,200  monthly.  While  it  has  a  Canadian 
charter,  the  stock  is  nearly  all  held  by  New  York  people. 

INDUSTRIAL  CONDITIONS   AND  MINING  OPERATIONS. 

A  textile  company,  a  foundry,  and  a  wire-fence  company  in  this 
place  employ  about  500  men,  while  the  sugar  company,  wnose  refinery 
was  destroyed  by  fire  several  years  ago,  maintains  three  large  ware- 
houses and  still  operates  its  barrel  factory,  the  latter  giving  employ- 
ment to  about  40  men.  A  woolen  mifl,  2  miles  put  of  the  city, 
gives  employment  to  100  operatives. 

Lumbermen  throughout  this  district  made  arran^ments  at  the 
beginning  of  the  winter  season  to  reduce  the  cut  of  Togs  about  one- 
haS,  owing  to  the  depression  in  trade.  The  open  winter,  however, 
acted  as  an  incentive  to  larger  operations,  and  fully  two-thirds  of  the 
average  cut  was  found  to  be  the  result  of  the  winter's  "work  in  the 
woods. 

The  output  of  the  plaster  quarries  in  this  consular  district  has  been 
declining  lor  years,  because,  it  is  claimed,  Americans  who  formerly 
operated  quarries  nere  have  acquired  large  deposits  at  other  places, 
^(nbich  can  be  worked  more  economically.    The  fact  that  the  abip- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NORTH  AMERICA:   CANADA. 


43 


ments  are  diminishing  each  year  seems  to  indicate  that  the  quarries 
m  this  district  are  becoming  less  productive. 

The  coal  mines  at  Springhill  and  Joggins,  near  Parrsboro,  Nova 
Scotia^  continue  to  increase  in  production.  Discoveries  of  coal  are 
reported  in  the  northern  part  of  this  district  and  farther  north  in 
the  adjoining  one,  but  none  was  worked  to  any  extent  during  1908, 
except  the  Northern  Coal  Company^s  mines  at  BeersviUe,  in  Kent 
County.  These  mines  are  producing  about  2,000  tons  per  month 
of  free-burning  bituminous  coal.  The  stockholders  of  this  company, 
as  well  as  the  stockholders  in  the  North  Shore  Railway,  connecting 
these  lines  with  the  Intercolonial  Railway,  are  largefy  New  York 
people. 

DISTRIBUTION   AND   VALUE   OP  IMPORTS. 

The  value  of  the  imports  entered  at  the  custom-house  in  Moncton 
during  1908  was  $599,123,  a  decrease  of  $117,362  from  1907.  Of  the 
total  imports,  the  United  States  furnished  over  66  per  cent  and  the 
United  Kingdom  over  26  per  cent.  The  imports,  oy  countries,  for 
1908  were  as  follows: 


Country. 

Value. 

1                           Country. 

Value. 

United  states       

$397,137 

26,763 

7,229 

4,133 

267 

2,312 

Netherlands 

12,188 

158,900 

244 

Bvbados 

United  Kingdom 

B^lgjmn                           

AU  other  oountrles 

^jv^on 

Total 

CkM..... 

509,123 

Oorniany            

The  principal  articles  of  import  from  the  United  States  and  the 
United  Kingdom  in  1908  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


United 
States. 


Books  and  musio 

Boots  and  aboea 

Cvpets. 

Omoit 

China,  glaaBware,  etc 

Clothtaig 

S5l!T: 

Com. 

Cotton,  and  manuCoctures  of: 

Raw 

Mannfttc*ure8 

DruggHs'  supplies 

Dry  goods 

Paikcy  goods. 

FerttBMfs 

Hata  and  caps 

Household  goods 

IfOD  and  steel,  manufactures 

Cutlery 


15,809 
2,674 


190 

1,820 

1,105 

16,678 

15,161 

81,920 
2,438 
3,168 


4,957 

6,717 

5.300 

24,105 


United 
Kingdom. 


15,454 
2,113 
1,042 


1,753 
*47,'877 


3,249 


403 


Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  manufactures 
of— Continued. 

Hardware 

Iron  goods 

Machinery 

Tubes  (iron  and  copper). . 

Wire 

Pkjklee 

Salt 

Seeds 

Starch  and  rioe 

Sugar 

Tin  and  tinware 

Whisky 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


United 
States. 


$23,068 
21,464 
112,549 


30,534 


10,760 


26,800 


397,137 


United 
Kingdom. 


1878 
16,764 
24,096 
6,556 


3,583 
9,935 


1,101 
6,324 
9,382 
3,255 
15,133 


158,900 


The  imports  from'  Germany  consisted  of  artificial  flowers,  worth 
$119;  carpets,  $201;  car-wheel  tires,  $1,596;  clothing,  $288;  and  dry 
goods,  $108.  Barbados  supplied  molasses  valued  at  $26,763;  Bel- 
gium,  window  glass  worth  $1,291,  and  wire,  $5,938;  and  Oeylon,  tea 
valued  at  $4,133. 
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COMMEBCIAL  RELATIONS. 
EXPORTS  TO  THE   UNITED  STATES. 


The  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  for  1907  and  1908  are 
shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 

igo7. 

1908. 

= 
Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Animals:  Sheep  and  lambs. . . 
Fish: 

$7,760 

23,182 
11,750 
127,977 
70,039 
1,826 
6,411 
5,021 

13,111 
149,604 

$3,707 

18,418 
6,551 

83,585 

50,774 
2,200 

12,738 
2,853 

5,201 
107,232 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Bourds 

$52,312 
54,047 
13,310 
4,153 

$26,319 

33,624 

13,400 

4,090 

riftmif 

Laths 

Herring 

flo^ntlipffs 

Lobsters 

All  other  articles..^  . 

other 

Total. 

FurSf  raw 

540,602 
523 

378,761 
3,780 

Hides  and  skins 

Returned  American  goods. . . . 
Grand  total 

Household  eoods 

Minerals: 

541,125 

382,541 

Grindstones 

GyDsnm 

The  decline  in  the  shipments  of  sheep  and  lambs  to  the  United 
States  was  caused  by  a  scarcity  of  fodder  during  the  preceding 
winter,  which  made  the  supply  short. 

The  catch  of  lobsters  was  large  during  1908,  packers  paying  high 
prices,  but  large  stocks  of  the  canned  article  remaining  in  the  nands 
of  dealers  in  the  United  States,  partly  because  of  dull  times,  caused 
a  marked  decline  in  prices  and  very  slow  sales;  in  fact,  a  large  portion 
of  stock  remained  in  the  packers'  hands  at  the  end  of  the  year,  thus 
accounting  for  smaller  shipments. 

Buyers  of  hides  and  skins  from  the  United  States  regularly  coming 
to  Moncton  to  purchase  directly  from  the  dealers  here,  encouraged 
the  latter  to  reserve  their  stock  to  be  sold  directly  to  tnem,  instead 
of  to  middlemen  at  the  larger  centers;  this,  together  with  the  fact 
that  fodder  was  scarce  untu  summer,  causing  farmers  to  kill  more 
stock  than  usual,  accoimts  for  the  increase  in  shipments  of  these 
articles. 

NEWCASTIjE  AGENCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  Byron  N.  Call. 

Lumbering  and  fishing  are  the  two  leading  industries  in  this  region. 
The  former  was  aflFected  by  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  mar- 
ket, but,  aside  from  shipments  of  pulp,  classed  under  lumber,  the 
exports  from  this  point  to  the  United  States  have  not  shared  in  the 
widespread  depression,  as  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  lumber  is 
shipped  in  the  shape  of  spruce  deals  to  ports  in  the  United  Kingdom 
ana  the  Continent.^  During  the  season  of  navigation,  from  April 
until  December,  during  which  time  the  Miramichi  Kiver  is  not  frozen 
over,  the  12  large  sawmills  located  along  the  water  front  are  operating, 
at  times  running  both  day  and  night,  converting  the  saw  logs  rafted 
and  floated  down  from  the  upper  waters  into  deals,  which  are  trans- 
ported to  the  markets  in  large  sailing  and  steam  craft. 

Only  a  small  portion  of  this  lumber  goes  to  the  United  States,  but 
the  spruce  laths,  which  the  mills  manufacture  as  a  by-product,  as 
well  as  cedar  shingles,  which  5  of  the  mills  turn  out  in  considerable 
quantities,  are  shipped  almost  entirely  to  the  United  States. 
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SHIPBfBNTS   OF  PXH-P   WOOD — ^FISHEBIES — ^FARMING. 

Pulp  wood  is  a  new  export  from  this  district,  and  its  shipment  has 
been  and  is  vet  the  subject  of  much  severe  criticism.  A  large  amount 
of  rossed  pulp  wood  was  shipped  to  the  United  States  during  1907  and 
1908.  The  company  producmg  it  has  two  rossing  mills  which  furnish 
employment  to  a  lai^e  number  of  workmen  and  have  most  of  the  time 
dunng  the  season  of  navigation  been  running  day  and  night.  The 
product  is  shipped  only  by  water.  The  objection  to  exporting  the 
raw  material  is  that  the  labor  necessary  for  manufacture  into  pulp 
and  paper  is  furnished  in  the  United  States,  instead  of  the  country  of 
production  reaping  the  benefits  which  would  accrue  through  the 
erection  of  pulp  and  paper  mills  here. 

The  company  states  that  water  is  the  motive  power  of  its  mills  in 
the  United  States,  that  Canada  is  deficient  in  this  respect,  and  that 
it  could  not  operate  profitably  by  steam  power.  It  further  states 
that  if  an  export  duty  is  placed  on  the  raw  material,  it  will  eventually 
result  in  the  closing  down  of  even  the  rossing  plants  in  Canada. 

The  fishing  industry  is  next  in  importance  to  that  of  lumber.  The 
year  1908  was  not  a  good  one  for  the  fishermen.  The  smelt  fishing, 
which  is  carried  on  after  the  first  ice  forms  in  the  river  until  the  fol- 
lowing March,  was  almost  a  complete  failure  during  the  fall  of  1908, 
and  the  salmon  fishing,  which  is  conducted  in  the  open-water  season, 
was  very  much  inferior  to  that  of  1907.  These  two  Kinds  of  fish  form 
the  largest  exports  of  fish  to  the  United  States.  The  catch  of  lobsters 
in  1908  was  oetter  than  that  in  1907,  but  the  prices  dropped,  and 
business  in  that  line  was  also  unsatisfactory. 

Fanning,  the  next  important  industry,  is  neglected  in  this  region, 
the  attention  which  it  snould  receive  being  given  to  lumbering  and 
fishing,  in  which  nearly  every  person  who  owns  a  farm  takes  more  or 
less  interest.  The  root  crop  for  1908  was  good;  the  crop  of  hay  was 
also  an  average  one,  but  the  wheat  yield  was  rather  poor. 

RIVER  IMPROVEMENTS — PORT  OF  SHIPMENT. 

The  Miramichi  River,  upon  which  are  located  Newcastle  and  Chat- 
ham, is  navigable  for  vessels  of  2,000  net  tons  and  a  draft  of  22  feet. 
The  sand  bar  formed  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  about  30  miles  below 
Newcastle,  limits  the  draft  of  craft,  but  the  government  has  been 
requested  to  arrange  for  dredging  it  during  the  present  year.  The 
river  is  well  lighted  and  the  channel  thoroughly   buoyed,  and  the 

Eilotage  system,  which  is  under  the  control  of  commissioners  appointed 
y  the  government,  is  quite  efficient.  The  pilotage  district  extends 
about  40  miles.  Nearly  all  the  vessels  arrive  in  ballast,  except  for  a 
few  imports  of  sulphur  from  the  United  States  for  use  in  the  pulp 
mills,  and  some  salt  from  Great  Britain  for  use  by  the  fishermen;  how- 
ever, there  is  considerable  local  trade  in  the  importation  of  bituminous 
coal  from  the  Cape  Breton  collieries,  principally  for  the  pulp  mills. 
Not  more  than  2,000  tons  of  anthracite  coal  is  received  from  the 
United  States  for  the  supply  of  both  towns,  but  not  a  vessel  leaves 
port  without  a  full  load  of  lumber. 

Newcastle  suffered  a  loss  last  summer  in  the  destruction  by  fire  of 
the  Anderson  furniture  factory.  None  of  the  product  of  this  factory 
was  exported  to  the  United  States.    It  had  been  in  operation  only  a 
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short  time,  but  its  business  was  increasing  steadily.    There  are  at 
present  no  indications  that  the  plant  will  be  replaced. 

The  only  prospect  of  a  new  industry  at  present  is  that  Newcastle 
may  be  selected  as  the  port  of  shipment  for  the  output  of  the  iron-ore 
mines  which  have  recently  been  discovered  in  the  adjoining  county 
of  Gloucester.  Newcastle  possesses  several  advantages  over  its 
rivals  for  this  business  in  the  way  of  water-shipping  facilities  and  in 
suitable  locations  for  lar^e  storage  bins,  which  would  utilize  gravity 
in  the  placing  of  the  ore  m  the  vessels. 

CLASSIFICATION   OF   EXPORTS. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  from  Newcastle 
for  1908  was  $1,061,625,  against  $993,481  for  1907.  The  articles 
and  their  values  are  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 

1907.       1        1901        1 

1 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Blueberries 

$20,833 

14,946 
208,835 

90,469 
6,875 
1,820 

13,289 
8,974 
65,046 

$10,435  1 

14,814 
170,976 

66,142 
3,115 
1,146 

14.468 
10,032  1 
88,074  j 

Wood,  etc.— ConUnued. 
Pulp,  sulphite  fiber. . . 
Pulp  wood,  rossed  — 

$333,999 

182,742 

25,592 

11,007 

6,320 

1,100 

Fish: 

$168,878 

464,400 

34,403 

8,596 

4,341 

Fresh 

Lobsters 

Shocks 

Hides  and  skins 

other 

Household  goods 

All  other  articles 

122 

Wood,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Total 

989,736 
3,745 

1.060,871 

Boards 

Grand  total 

iItm 

Deals 

I^ths 

993,481 

1,001,636 

PARRSBORO   AGENCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  Lawrence  H.  Hoke. 

Trade  and  commerce  in  the  district  of  this  agency  during  1908 
experienced  the  slackness  common  to  the  country  at  large.  Man- 
ufactured products  and  those  of  the  mines  and  forests  showed  a 
decrease  of  one-third  to  one-half  in  output  from  that  of  1907.  CoaJ 
is  the  only  article  that  maintained  its  average,  the  number  of  tons 
mined  being  about  the  same  as  that  of  the  previous  year.  Manufac- 
turing concerns  suffered  from  lack  of  oraers,  which  caused  a  de- 
crease in  the  number  of  employees,  those  retained  working  only 
four  and  five  days  a  week. 

Lumbering  is  one  of  the  principal  industries  of  this  rerion.  The 
export  markets  are  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States,  the 
former  taking  about  three-fifths  and  the  latter  two-fifths  of  the 
lumber  shipped. 

mineral  output. 

There  are  several  coal  mines  in  operation  in  this  section,  the 
largest  and  most  important  being  the  Cumberland  Railway  and  Coal 
Company's  mines  at  Springhill,  30  miles  from  this  port.  Their  annued 
output  is  about  500,000  tons,  and  all  foreign  shipments  are  to  the 
Umted  States.  The  employees  are  English,  Scotcn,  and  Canadians, 
many  of  whom  own  their  own  houses.  The  amount  of  wages  paia 
the  1,600  employees  averages  about  $70,000  a  month. 
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The  Maritime  Coal,  Railway  and  Power  Company  owns  and 
operates  two  small  collieries,  one  at  Maccan  and  another  at  Port 
Joggins.  Their  combined  output  is  about  160,000  tons  a  year.  All 
the  coal  is  sold  in  domestic  markets.  This  concern  has  put  into 
operation  an  electric-power  generator  at  the  mouth  of  the  Maccan 
mine,  and  besides  supplying  its  own  needs  transmits  electric  current 
to  Amherst,  a  distance  of  10  miles,  for  industrial  purposes,  at  a  low 
rate  per  horsepower. 

Tnpolite  is  a  fossil  flour  manufactured  by  the  Oxford  Tripolite 
Company.  It  has  met  ¥dth  a  steady  and  increasing  demand  from 
large  manufacturing  concerns  in  North  America  and  Europe,  and 
is  used  extensively  in  the  manufacture  of  rubber  goods^  polishers,  etc. 
The  raw  material  used  is  dead  matter  taken  from  Silica  Lake,  sit- 
uated on  the  top  of  Cobequid  Mountains.  From  6,000  to  10,000 
baes  of  100  pounds  each  are  annually  shipped  to  the  United  States. 

A  barytes  deposit  is  located  on  Bass  River  in  Colchester  County, 
Nova  Scotia.  The  mines  were  first  opened  in  1866  and  are  said  to 
have  produced  from  2^000  to  3,000  tons  annually  for  five  years  from 
that  date.  ^  The  mining  was  carried  on  under  leases,  out  owing 
chiefly  to.  difl^ulty  with  the  titles  operations  were  stopped  in  1871. 
During  the  past  three  years  the  mines  have  been  reopened,  and  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  present  company  to  operate  as  extensively  as  was 
done  before  the  long  shut  down,  fiarytes  is  used  chiefly  as  filler  for 
paints  and 'fine  paper  and  in  the  preparation  of  barium  salts. 

During  the  past  nine  years  extensive  operations  have  been  carried 
on  at  Cape  D'Or  in  developing  a  copper  property.  The  mines  have 
been  shut  down  for  the  past  few  months,  out  the  company  intends  to 
further  develop  this  property  during  the  present  year.  The  copper 
has  been  sold  in  local  markets,  except  a  few  tons  which  were  exported 
to  the  United  States. 


SHIPMENTS  TO  THE   UNrTED   STATES. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  the  Parrsboro  agency  to  the 
United  States  during  1908  showed  a  decrease  of  $224,999  from  that  of 
the  previous  year,  the  totals  amounting  to  $316,928  and  $541,927, 
respectively.     The  articles  and  their  values  were  as  follows: 


Ardcks. 

1907. 

1906. 

Articles.                    j     1907. 

1908. 

Coal 

102.826 

1,980 

815 

9,173 

52,823 
216,535 
135,734 

$114,013 
3,614  , 

228 
6,003 

42,362 
76,017 
74,736 

All  other  articles 

$25,804 

$12 

^mlnwits'  fITfrts 

Total 

Grindstones 

535,690 
6,237 

315,985 
943 

Trtpoltte 

Retuniecl  American  gcKxis 

Cn^nd  total 

Wood,  maniihntores  of: 
lAthfl 

541,927 

316,928 

Logs,  spnice 

LnTnhCT 

ST.  JOHN. 

By  Consul  Gebhakd  Willrich. 


New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Prince  Edward  Island  are 
termed  the  maritime  provinces  of  Canada.  The  total  population 
of  these  provinces,  according  to  the  census  of  1901,  was  893,953, 
Nova  Scotia  being  credited  with    159,574,  New   Brunswick  with 
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331,120,  and  Prince  Edward  Island  with  103,259.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  there  has  been  any  substantial  gain  in  the  population  of 
these  provinces  since.  An  annual  exodus,  especially  of  young  and 
vigorous  men  from  the  rural  districts,  allurea  by  glowing  accounts 
of  the  greater  opportunities  of  the  Canadian  west  and  assisted  by 
cheap  railroad  transportation,  has  seriously  impoverished  these 
provmces  in  the  element  most  needed  on  the  rarms  and  in  the  work- 
shops. 

DEVELOPMENT   OF   AGRICULTURAL   RESOURCES. 

The  Province  of  New  Brunswick  is  considered  backward  in  the 
development  of  its  agricultural  resources.  In  an  address  by  Dr.  James 
W.  Rooertson.  principal  of  Macdonald  College,  St.  Anne  de  Bellevue, 
Quebec,  entitled  "Education  for  agriculture,"  and  published  lately 
by  the  New  Brunswick  department  of  agriculture,  there  are  a  number 
or  interesting  statements  relative  to  the  present  conditions  of  agricul- 
ture m  this  Province.     He  said  in  part: 

This  Province  has  varied  and  valuable  resources  hardly  known  by  its  own  people. 
The  forest  resources  are  great,  and,  while  exhaustible,  can  be  restored  and  improved 
by  intelligent  management.  Agriculture,  forestry,  and  waterpowers  are  linked 
together,  and  the  {progress  of  one  means  that  of  the  others.  While  there  has  been 
BUDstantial  progress  in  many  respects  in  New  Brunswick,  the  Province  has  practically 
stood  still  for  thirty  years  in  the  number  of  people  occupying  the  land .  The  Province 
could  sustain  no  greater  loss  than  a  reduction  of  its  rural  population,  for  an  intelligent, 
prosperous,  and  contented  rural  population  is  the  greatest  asset  of  any  State. 

The  last  census  returns  gave  this  Province  37,583  occupiers  of  land  with  4,438,937 
acres,  an  average  of  118  acres  to  a  person.  Of  this  there  were  1,405,616  acres  cleared, 
or  about  37  acres  per  farm,  and  894,795  acres  in  crops,  or  about  24  acres  per  fairm.  The 
value  of  land,  buildings,  implements,  machinerv,an(i  live  stock  isgiven  as  151,000,000, 
and  the  total  annual  value  of  all  crops  and  procCucts  as  112,894,076. 

commission's  beport  on  agricultural  conditions. 

During  1908  an  agricultural  commission  was  appointed  by  the 
provincial  government  and  authorized  to  make  careful  inquiries 
mto  the  agncultural  conditions  of  this  Province,  and  after  a  thorough 
investigation  it  submitted  its  reports  to  the  government  early  in 
March,  1909.  The  commissioners  recommend  that  the  teaching  of 
the  rural  schools  be  modified  to  give  children  more  of  what  they  need 
to  know  for  successful  farm  life,  also  the  estabUshment  of  technical 
agricultural  teaching  in  advanced  schools,  culminating  in  time  in  the 
establishment  of  an  agricultural  college  in  the  Province.  They  hold 
that  the  expenditure  upon  New  Brunswick  highways  has  evidently 
not  obtained  adequate  results  in  the  past  and  that  better  results 
should  have  been  achieved. 

In  regard  to  railway  accommodations  it  is  stated  that  with  the 
exception  of  a  large  section  of  the  St.  John  River  Valley  the  Province 
is  for  the  most  part  as  well  supplied  as  other  provinces.  The  dis- 
trict named,  however,  one  of  trie  richest  in  tne  Province,  suffers 
great  hardships  from  lack  of  transportation  facilities,  and  has  lost 
much  business  as  well  as  population  on  that  accoimt. 

The  rejjort  further  recommends  a  better  postal  service,  to  be  secured 
by  the  enlargement  of  the  parcel  post  and  rural  deUvery  systems,  the 
regulation  of  express  rates  so  as  to  assist  in  extending  the  market 
for  perishable  products,  and,  finally,  an  extension  of  tne  rural  tele- 
phone system  to  alleviate  the  isolation  of  life,  especially  in  the  more 
sparsely   settled   districts   of   this   Province.    The   commissioners 
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justify  the  supplying  of  these  needs  of  the  rural  population  of  New 
Brunswick  as  in  the  interest  of  a  much  wished  for  development. 

It  appears  also  from  the  report  that  while  most  of  the  people 
living  on  New  Brunswick  farms  are  enjoying  a  fair  degree  or  inde- 
pendence and  comfort,  and  that  there  are  considerable  accumula- 
tions of  farmers'  savings  in  the  Dominion  savings  banks  and  other 
monetary  institutions,  there  is  nevertheless  not  that  de^ee  of  pros- 
perity or  increase  of  wealth  among  the  rural  population  that  the 
natural  resources  of  the  Province  warrant,  as  it  is  well  adapted  for 
stock  raising  in  all  of  its  branches,  for  dairying,  and  for  the  growth 
of  aU  the  hardier  fruits,  by  reason  of  its  climatic  conditions,  ample 
water  supply,  and  generally  fertile  soil. 

QUANTrrr  and  value  of  crops. 

The  spring  of  1908  was  rather  late  and  cold,  thus  retarding  seeding 
and  planting,  and  a  later  drought  likewise  affected  the  growth  or 
the  crops  to  some  extent.  The  prices  obtained  for  all  kinds  of  farm 
products,  however,  were  never  better  and  there  was  little  room  for 
complaint  on  the  part  of  the  farmers. 

The  hay  crop  is  among  the  most  important  of  the  Province,  and  it 
amountea  to  aoout  600,000  tons  with  an  average  price  of  $6  per  ton. 
The  wheat  crop  of  1908  was  rather  light.  The  average  production 
for  the  last  nine  years  has  been  18.4  bushels  per  acre,  which  makes 
it  a  good  paying  crop.  Oats  yielded  a  fair  average  crop,  and  buck- 
wheat, which  is  largely  grown,  gave  an  excellent  yield. 

The  potato  crop  is  considered  the  most  important  root  crop  of 
New  Brunswick,  and  1908  gave  the  largest  yield  since  yearly  crop 
returns  have  been  collected.  The  total  acreage  planted  was  46,700, 
yieldii^  7,836,374  bushels,  at  an  average  price  of  33  cents  per  bushel, 
mAkiTig  the  value  of  this  crop  $2,586,003.  The  average  yield  per 
acre  was  167.8  bushels.  The  quaUty  of  the  tubers  was  exceptionally 
good,  commanding  the  highest  market  prices  wherever  shipped. 

Most  of  the  potatoes  were  marketed  at  Montreal  ana  Toronto. 
but  conriderable  quantities  were  sent  to  the  West  India  Islands  ana 
Cuba,  to  which  latter  country  much  greater  quantities  would  have 

gone  but  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  Havana-Boston-St.  John 
teamship  Line,  after  making  only  one  or  two  trips.  This  company, 
it  is  understood,  is  to  be  reorganized  this  year  by  local  interests, 
with  a  view  to  extending  the  markets  for  New  Brunswick  farm  prod- 
ucts in  Cuba. 

The  following  table  shows  the  acreage  and  yield  of  each  of  the 
various  crops  for  this  Province  during  the  years  1907  and  1908: 


1907. 

1906. 

Crop. 

Acres. 

Total 
yield. 

Yield  per 
acre. 

Acres. 

Total 
yield. 

Yield  per 
acre. 

Btttor      

4,094 
58,262 
194,211 
45,029 

6,746 
20,601 

Bu$heh. 

96,558 
1,451,911 
5,748,134 
5,182,503 
2,836,304 

410,714 

Bwkdi. 
23.5 
24.9 
29.5 
115.0 
493.6 
19.9 

3,416 
58,444 
191,865 
46,700 

5,907 
17,579 

BU9kd9. 

75,915 
1,378,072 
5,396,273 
7,836,374 
3,086,757 
292,491 

BuOtdt. 
22.3 

BoekwbMtt     

23.4 

Oatg    

2ai 

SStoi      !"! 

167.8 

Tnrnlm 

518.9 

wSSa. 

16.6 

18077— c  K  1908— VOL 
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IMPOBTS  OF  BREEDING  STOCK. 

The  goTemment  during  1908  has  made  efforts  to  mcrease  the  value 
of  the  local  live  stock  by  imjjortations  of  better-bred  animals. 
According  to  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  the  breeding  of  pure- 
bred animals  in  this  Trovince  is  in  the  hands  or  a  few  individuals,  and 
it  has  not  been  attended  by  very  satisfactory  results  so  far  as  sales  of 
of  breeding  stock  are  concerned.  It  also  appears  that  the  poUcy  of 
making  government  importations  has  operated  against  the  building 
up  of  piure-bred  studs,  herds,  and  flocks,  and  that  the  effects  of  such 
importations  in  past  years  on  the  provincial  stock  have  been  almost 
imperceptible.  A  change  of  policy  in  that  regard  is  advised,  and  the 
enactment  of  proper  stock-breeding  regulations.  Last  year  the 
government  piurchased  18  thoroughbred  horses  in  Kentucky.  These 
were  auctioned  off  after  their  arrival  here,  and  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  stock  breeders  of  the  Province. 

The  number  of  cattle  on  the  farms  of  this  Province  is  not  increasing 
to  any  extent,  and  local  breeders  appear  to  be  able  to  supply  the  bulk 
of  the  demand  for  pure-bred  stock  at  reasonable  prices. 

The  number,  total  value,  and  average  value  per  head  of  the  live 
stock  in  New  Brunswick  in  1908  were  as  follows: 


Class. 

Number. 

Value. 

Average 

Hones 

61,789 
111,064 
116,112 
182.524 

61,766 

14,312,256 

2,317,0« 

1.170,J27 

538,682 

401,966 

160.79 

If  llct^  COWff  . .                             ,            , .    , 

20.85 

O  ther  cattle 

iao6 

Sheep 

2.96 

Swine 

7.77 

The  total  value  of  all  live  stock  was  $8,740,279,  and  the  cost  of 
feed  was  estimated  at  $5,712,606.  The  value  of  the  butter  produced 
was  $2,260,537,  and  of  meats  and  other  animal  products,  $1,160,783. 

Dairying  is  retrograding  in  many  sections  of  the  Province.  This 
is  attnbuted  to  the  high  prices  in  recent  years  of  farm  produce, 
especially  of  hay  and  grain,  and  the  large  demand  for  labor  for  the 
numerous  lumber  industries  and  in  railroad  construction  work.  As 
a  consequence  many  farmers  have  been  compelled  to  reduce  their 
herds,  and  many  factories  of  dairy  products  have  had  to  be  closed. 

CHANGED   CONDmONS — BIG-GAME   COUNT^RY. 

The  trouble  with  this  Province  in  the  past  from  an  agricultural 
standpoint  has  probably  been  that  it  was  too  rich  in  the  great  natural 
resources  of  its  forests  and  fisheries.  It  was  much  easier  to  make 
mone^  in  lun>bering  and  fishing  than  in  farming.  But  times  are 
changing.  Logs  can  no  longer  oe  procured  at  small  expense  near 
river  banks,  and  fishing  can  be  carried  on  only  at  great  outlay. 
Thus  employment  in  both  of  these  industries  requires  more  capital 
than  formerly,  and  thej  have  naturally  drifted  into  the  hands  of 
companies  and  corporations  to  the  exclusion  of  individuals,  who,  not 
as  yet  accustomed  to  the  more  laborious  and  less  exciting  occupation 
of  farming,  have  either  drifted  along  without  much  effort  to  adapt 
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(iiemselves  to  changed  conditions  or  have  become  dissatisfied  and  have 
emi^ated  to  other  fields  of  labor.  There  are  857  vacant  farms  in 
the  rrovince  and  572  occupied  farms  for  sale. 

This  is  a  big-^ame  country,  where  moose  especially  are  very  numer- 
ous. The  Provmce  is  well  advertised  as  a  game  preserve,  and  many 
nonresident  hunters  come  here  for  the  annual  hunt.  The  best  hunt- 
ing grounds  are  easily  reached,  and  it  is  seldom  that  a  himter  leaves 
without  his  moose  head. 

A  large  number  of  moose  were  killed  during  1908,  251  tags  having 
been  returned,  each  indicative  of  one  animal  killed,  but  as  many 
ftniniftla  were  destroyed  otherwise  than  by  licensed  hunters  it  may  hie 
s^elj  assumed  that  the  number  of  tags  returned  is  evidence  of  but  a 
portion  of  the  number  of  moose  actually  killed. 

Hie  government  is  alive  to  the  desirability  of  preserving  the  big 
fi;ame,  because  the  annual  revenue  from  that  source  in  the  way  of 
hunters'  licenses  in  past  years  has  been  considerable,  not  to  spea'k  of 
the  large  amounts  spent  by  wealthy  patrons  of  this  sport  on  equip- 
ment, guides^  provisions,  etc. 

LUMBER  TRADE. 

The  year  1908  was  not  a  satisfactory  one  in  the  lumber  trade  of 
this  district,  a  general  dullness  prevailing  throughout  the  year.  The 
shipments  were  less  than  in  1907  and  considerably  below  those  of 
1906.  The  shipments  from  New  Brunswick,  by  ports,  during  1907 
and  1908  were  as  follows: 


Port. 

1907. 

1908. 

Port. 

1907. 

1906. 

StJohn 

Sup.  f(fi. 

207,0^.(32 
17, 592, '177 

10,7S7,HOO 

8H.  43t}.  U5 

1,023,  r49 

Sup.  feel. 

Z             02 
1             00 

1       ;   19 

6(j,t;9>v,f«8 

24,917,440 

2.4o.i.l20 

Buctouche .. 

OutportsofSackvUle... 
Hopewell  Cape 

1,254,700 
8,722,652 
19,072,568 
8,688,082 

Sup.  feet. 
463,288 

Campbellton 

11,683,896 

DaihouBie 

7,224,504 

Bathorst 

Harvey 

10,728,448 

(ThAthitin 

Total 

Newcastle 

854,665,207 

804,351,756 

Richlbucto 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  of  lumber,  exclusive  of  pulp 
wood  and  wood  pulp,  from  New  Brunswick  to  the  United  States 
during  1908  was  $1,048,433,  agamst  $1,428,969  in  1907.  The  ship- 
ments of  sawed,  hewn,  and  planed  lumber  to  the  United  Kingdom 
were  valued  at  $15,962,510  in  1908  and  at  $18,434,750  in  1907. 

FISHEBIES   OP  THE   PROVINCE. 

The  value  of  the  product  of  the  fisheries  of  New  Brunswick  in  1908 
was  $5,300,564.  The  catch  was  divided  as  follows:  Smelt,  valued 
at  $667,932;  sardines,  $663,403;  herring,  $916,060;  lobsters,  $928,513; 
sahnon,  $347,965;  clams,  $295,223;  cod,  $416,082;  hake,  $136,147; 
oysters,  $92,610;  pollock,  $77,580;  alewives,  $90,755;  shad,  $44,920; 
and  all  other  kinds,  $623,374. 

The  fisheries  in  past  years  have  proved  of  great  value,  but  they 
have  deteriorated  so  much  that  greater  protection  and  better  care 
were  found  necessary.    The  lobster  industry  especially  was  found 
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to  have  suffered  materially^  as  the  increased  demand  for  the  product 
induced  the  provincial  fishermen  to  catch  the  small  with  the  large 
and  to  send  them  to  the  market  indiscriminately. 

The  New  Brunswick  Fish,  Forest  and  Game  Protective  Association 
was  formed  in  1908.  It  established  branches  in  the  various  counties 
of  the  Province  and  distributed  appropriate  Uteratiure  among  the 
people,  setting  forth  the  value  of  these  natural  assets,  with  directions 
as  to  their  conservation.  This  work  is  being  pushed  vigorously,  and 
it  is  expected  that  as  the  membership  of  this  much-needed  organiza- 
tion increases  a  great  service  will  be  done  in  the  interests  oi  these 
great  resources  of  the  Province. 

IMPORTS   AND  EXPORTS. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  into  and  exports  from  the  Province 
of  New  Brunswick  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31, 1908,  was 
$10,776,591  and  $26,363,098,  respectively.  The  imports  and  exports, 
by  ports,  were  as  follows: 


Port 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Port 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Bathuist 

$42,488 
90,634 
238,217 
9,809 
570,995 
285,142 
745,432 

"*"$479,'i58" 
723,925 
203,702 
29,062 
2,681,260 
554,675 

Newcastle 

$43,923 

86,540 

7,372,389 

981,127 

360,900 

$615,875 
86,908 

640,221 
94,466 

CunpbelltOD 

SaokviUe 

rhwiffni r 

St.  John 

Dftlhoiute    

St.  Stephen 

Frederloton 

Woodstock 

HoAdam  Junction 

HonoUm 

Total 

10,776,591 

26,863,098 

The  imports  into  St.  John  from  all  countries  for  the  nine  months 
ended  March  31,  1907,  were  valued  at  $5,603,685,  and  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  March  31,  1908,  then*  value  was  $7,372,389.  The  leading 
articles  and  their  values  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Ale,  beer,  and  porter 

Books 

Brass,  and  manufactures oL.. . 

Breadstulb 

Broom  com 

Cars,  carriages,  etc 

Cement 

Clocks  and  parts 

Coal 

Combs 

Cordage 

Cotton,  and  manufactures  of. . 

Drum,  ohemicab.  etc.. 

Earthenware  and  china 

Electric  apparatus,  etc 

Fancy  goods 

Flax,  hemp,  and  jute,  manu- 
factures of 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Glass  and  elassware 

Gloves  and:  mitts 

Hats,  caps,  and  bonnets 

Hides  and  skins 

Iron  and  steel  ,manufacture8  of 
Jewelry 


1907.0 


1908. 


$22,836 

S36,319 

29,978 

41,846 

15,215 

17,780 

227,490 

257,787 

18,424 

21,463 

13,415 

12,496 

29,621 

42,376 

5,840 

7,599 

210,479 

311,750 

7.340 

5,152 

13,346 

16,451 

368,280 

581,373 

154,896 

833,487 

92,014 

162,249 

48,148 

38,621 

93,231 

95,740 

52,108 

63,888 

281,087 

310.956 

46,662 

94,354 

23,325 

35,867 

87,487 

96,148 

132,149 

77,088 

695.642 

236,507 

7,301 

11,942 

Articles. 


Leather,  and  manuiactures  of. 

Lumber  and  timber 

Metals,  and  manufactures  of, 

n.e.s 

Oils 

Oilcloth 

Paints  and  colors 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of. . 

Pickles 

Provisions: 

Butter,  cheese,  and  lard. . 

Heats 

Ribbons 

Rosin 

Seeds 

Settlers'  effects 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of 

Soap 

Spirits 

Sugar,  sirups,  etc 

Tea 

Vegetables 

Wood,  and  manuCEiotures  of. . 
Wool,  and  manufactures  of. . . 


1907.0 


1906. 


S27,085 

830,722 

155,819 

127,475 

140,448 

229,260 

90,461 

71,606 

18,899 

80,027 

12,669 

14,095 

44,815 

66,101 

10,214 

17,310 

32,889 

66,721 

71,406 

62,686 

49,803 

65,620 

7,995 

6,000 

13,475 

20,027 

20,407 

28,277 

54,882 

66,380 

11,669 

13,800 

164,486 

222,235 

150,667 

137,  on 

730,707 

696,000 

11,771 

20,578 

21,602 

31,645 

267,461 

873,000 

oFor  nine  months  ending  March  81, 1907. 
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TRADE  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  imports  into  St.  John  from  the  United  States  carried  in 
American  vessels  during  the  calendar  year  1908  were  vaiued  at 
$163,209,  against  $70,477  in  1907.  The  articles  in  1908  were: 
Anthracite  coal,  worth  $64,284;  fertilizers,  $3,925;  oil,  $83,000;  and 
timber,  $12,000. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  St.  John  to  the  United 
States  during  the  calendar  year  1 908  was  $2,040,901 ,  against  $2,967,924 
in  1907.  Tne  articles  and  their  values  are  shown  in  the  following 
statement: 


Articles. 


a,  live 

BnlluMi 

Emigrants'  effects 

FertiUsers 

Fish: 

Cod. 

Hakesoonds 

Herrings,  canned . 

Salmon 

Other 

Furs •. 

Qom,  chide 

Hides  and  sUns 

Junk 


Potatoes.. 
Stlt 


1907. 


$3,485 
116,513 
24,255 
10,400 

1,374 

9,894 

2,250 

2,853 

4,735 

3,437 

139,309 

244,757 

56,552 

20,256 


20,932 


1908. 


$3,042 


26,411 
9,609 

1,591 
4,790 
3,141 
6,512 
4,764 
1,780 

71,533 
200,480 

28,062 

10,086 
6,173 

28,782 


Articles. 


Spirits 

Tea. 

Woodland  manufactures  of : 

Laths 

Lumber 

PUing 

Pulp  wood , 

Shlnries 

Wooa  pulp 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Products  from    American 

logs 

Returned  American  goods 

Orand  total 


1907. 


$2,273 
31,275 

408,566 
185,371 
12,867 
34,669 
51,120 
691,499 
81,964 


2,160,606 

766,095 
41,223 


2,967,924 


1906. 


$1,500 
23,272 

234,720 
167,251 
11,762 
63,865 
7,657 
402,995 
26,865 


1,346,623 

624,582 
69,696 


2,040,901 


The  principal  exports  from  the  Fredericton  agency  to  the  United 
States  in  1908  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Animalsi 

Horses 

Sheep  and  lambs. 

Hilr..... 

HoosAold  afiects. 

Game  for  exhibition . . 

Moccasins 

Ponltrv,  dressed 

Veestables: 

Potatoes 

Turnips 


Value. 


$16,756 

23,006 

779 

13,997 

952 

4,717 

1,376 

10,886 
6,143 


Articles. 


Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Laths 

Lumber- 
Hemlock 

Pine 

Spruce 

Railway  ties 

Shingles 

Ships'  Icnees 

All  other  articles 

Total 


Value. 


$41,450 

25,934 
8,623 
43,188 
3,567 
111,952 
8,444 
6,082 


327,852 


ST.  STEPHEN. 


By  Consul  Charles  A.  McCullouqh. 

The  imports  into  St.  Stephen  from  the  United  States  during  1908 
were  valued  at  $798,584,  against  $747,598  in  1907,  an  increase  of 
$50,986,  due  principally  to  increased  purchases  of  raw  cotton  and 
drugs  and  dyes.  The  leading  articles  of  import  from  the  United 
States  in  1908  were:  Raw  cotton,  worth  $253,334;  animal  products, 
$206,175;  com,  $50,537;  coal,  $28,005;  manufactured  iron,  $25,591; 
oils,  $10,473;  and  drugs  and  dyes,  $71,049.  The  imports  from  the 
United  Kingdom  amounted  in  value  to  $131,381,  a  loss  of  $52,051 
compared  with  1907,  while  the  imports  from  all  other  countries  were 
valued  at  $24,817,  a  gain  of  $786. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


54 


OOMMEBCIAL  BELATIONS. 


SHIPMENTS   TO  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  declar^  value  of  exports,  including  returned  goods  from  this 
consular  district,  comprising  St.  Stephen  and  the  Campobello  agency, 
to  the  United  States  during  1908  was  $934,001.  The  articles  and 
their  values  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


ST.  STEPHEN. 

Animals,  live 

Clams,  canned 

Eml^iants' effects 

Fish 

Olvoerln 

HldeB  and  skins 

Turnips 

y*  ood,  and  manulMstores  of: 

Laths 

Logs 

Lumber 

Pulp  wood 

Shingles 

Wood  pulp 

Wool 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods . . 

Grand  total 


Value. 


96,715 
3,644 
8,176 
10,285 
26,226 
6,008 
3,028 

39,217 
335,837 

81,934 

18,021 
9,879 

76,844 
3,025 
4,143 


632,982 
215,998 


848,980 


Articles. 


CAMPOBELLO. 

Fish  and  fish  products: 

Bloaters 

Clams 

Herring 

Lobsters 

Salmon 

Sounds 

other 

Household  effects 

OU,flsh 

Tin  plates 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Logs 

Lumber 

All  other  articles , 

TotaL 

Grand  total 


Value. 


$8,342 

5,429 

14,907 

11,988 

2,886 

4,664 

293 

700 

970 

6,400 

4,121 
11,514 

12,  ns 


85,021 


934,001 


The  principal  articles  of  returned  American  goods  were  a  circus, 
valued  at  $160,000;  raw  cotton,  $27,762;  and  fertilizers,  $19,785. 


TRANSPOBTATION — ^BANKING PORT  IMPBOVEMENTS. 

The  transportation  facilities  of  the  district  are  about  all  that  are 
needed.  The  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad  is  connected  by  a  branch 
with  the  Washington  County  Railroad  at  Calais,  Me.,  which  furnishes 
ample  facihties  tor  passenger  traffic  and  hauling  of  freight  by  rail. 
There  are  three  Unes  of  steamers,  the  number  soon  to  be  increased 
by  a  fourth,  running  on  the  St.  Croix  River,  stopping  at  all  important 
places,  and  connecting  at  Eastport,  Me.,  with  ocean-going  steamers. 
Large  quantities  of  lumber  are  taken  across  the  river  by  scows  and 
rafts  and  loaded  on  vessels  for  transportation  to  ports  in  the  United 
States  and  other  ports. 

There  are  three  banks  in  this  city.  The  rate  of  discount  is  6  per 
cent  and  interest  at  the  rate  of  3^  per  cent  is  allowed  on  special 
deposits. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  have  the  Dominion  Parliament  establish 
a  winter  port  at  St.  Andrews.  The  arguments  advanced  are  that 
St.  Andrews  furnishes  a  natural  harbor,  free  from  ice  in  winter;  that 
it  would  not  require  the  dredging  and  breakwaters  necessary  at 
other  ports,  thus  making  possible  a  saving  of  perhaps  $9,000,000; 
and  that  the  rail  haul  from  that  place  to  Quebec  and  western  Canada 
is  considerably  shorter  than  from  other  available  ports. 

The  coast  of  Charlotte  County,  of  which  St.  Andrews  is  a  part, 
has  at  least  50  miles  of  sheltered  mainland  coast  line  fronting  on 
water  deep  enough  for  the  largest  ships  close  to  shore.  It  has  deep, 
safe  entrance  channels,  and  unlimitea  capacity  for  all  the  purposes 
of  a  seaport. 
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NOVA  SCOTIA. 
HAIiEPAX. 

By  Consul-General  David  F.  Wilbbb. 

The  consulate-general  of  Halifax  comprises  within  the  limits  of  its 
jarisdiction  the  following  important  cities  and  towns:  Halifax. 
Truro,  Windsor,  Dartmouth,  Lunenburg,  Kentville,  Liverpool,  ana 
Bridgewater. 

The  city  of  Halifax,  the  capital  of  Nova  Scotia,  has  a  population 
esttmated  at  about  50,000.  Including  the  suburbs,  the  agpegate 
value  of  its  assessed  property  is  about  $24,000,000,  and  its  Bonded 
indebtedness  is  $4,061,390.  A  sewerage  system  has  been  installed, 
at  a  cost  of  over  $700,000.  There  are  over  110  miles  of  streets, 
four  large  public  parks,  besides  squares  and  smaller  parks.  Point 
Pleasant  Park,  the  largest,  covers  about  200  acres. 

Three  railroad  systems  enter  the  city — the  Intercolonial  from 
Montreal  by  way  of  Moncton,  from  which  city  branch  lines  run  to 
St.  Johns,  New  Brunswick,  and  Sydney;  the  Dominion  Atlantic 
Railway,  from  Halifax  to  Yarmouth,  tdong  the  west  coast  of  the 
Province  through  the  Annapolis  Valley;  and  the  Halifax  and 
Southeastern  Railway  to  Yarmouth  along  the  Atlantic  coast. 

Steamship  lines  run  from  this  port  to  Liverpool  and  London, 
Glasgow,  Rotterdam,  Hamburg,  Newfoundland,  St.  Pierre,  Bermuda, 
the  West  Indies,  Mexico,  Boston,  New  York,  Portland,  and  Phila- 
delphia. Besides  these  lines  that  make  regular  calls,  many  schooners 
load  here  for  ports  in  the  West  Indies,  &)uth  America,  the  United 
States^  and  other  foreign  ports. 

Habfax  is  connected  oy  cable  with  England,  New  York,  Ber- 
muda, and  the  West  Indies.  The  first  two  are  owned  bv  the 
Dbect  United  States  Cable  Company,  and  the  latter  by  the  Halifax 
and  Bermuda  Company.  There  are  two  wireless  stations.  One  is 
located  at  Camperdown  and  the  other  on  Sable  Island,  both  using 
the  Marconi  system.  Sable  Island  is  in  communication  with  almost 
all  other  stations  on  the  Atlantic. 

Notwithstanding  the  financial  depression  in  the  United  States 
during  the  latter  part  of  1907  and  the  early  part  of  1908,  and  its 
attendant  effects  on  Canadian  conmiercial  activities,  the  Province 
of  Nova  Scotia  has  had  a  fair  proportion  of  satisfactory  business 
during  the  year  ended  December  31,  1908. 

VALUE   OF  NOVA  SCOTIAN   PBODUCTS. 

The  estimated  value  of  all  the  products  of  Nova  Scotia  for  1908 
was  $112,249,000,  distributed  as  follows:  Coal,  $16,200,000;  coke, 
$2,000,000;  gold,  $237,000;  gypsum,  limestone,  and  other  minerals, 
$725,000;  stone  and  building  materials,  $250,000;  pig  iron,  $1,425,- 
000;  steel,    $3,800,000;  steel   rails,    rods,   etc.,   $8,112,000;  fishery 

f products,  $8,000,000;  manufactures,  ships,  and  freight,  $38,000,000; 
arm  products,  $31,500,000;  and  forest  products,  $2,000,000. 

The  past  decade  has  been  the  greatest  industrial  period  in  the 
history  of  Nova  Scotia.    The  coal  industry  has  been  developed 
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along  modem  lines,  great  steel  plants  are  drawing  the  attention  of 
the  world's  steel  makers,  and  the  erection  of  factories,  the  exploita- 
tion of  timber  lands,  and,  what  b  considered  still  more  important,  a 
revival  of  agricnlture  have  conmienced. 

The  total  value  of  each  of  the  various  crops  produced  in  the 
Province  during  1908,  the  acreage,  yield  per  acre,  total  yield,  and 
value  per  unit  were  as  follows: 


Crop. 


Apples 

Barley 

Beans 

Buckwheat 

Fruits  and  vegetables,  n.  e.  s . 

Hay 

OaCs 

"PaiS.... 

Potatoes.'.*.*.'. .'!!!!!!!!!!..!! 

Turnips,  etc 


Acres. 


3,100 
9,700 
3,100 
18,000 


640,000 

135,000 

1,500 

44,000 

18,000 


Yield 
I>eracre. 


Buahd9. 


23 

a  18 

31 


el.6 

ao 

a  19 
200 
475 


Total 
yield. 


BuAd9. 

a600,000 
223,100 
a55,800 
558,000 


1,024,000 
4,050,000 
028,600 
8,800,000 
8,550,000 


Value 
per  unit. 


$1.75 

.65 

2.75 

.75 


laoo 

.50 

3.25 

.40 

.10 


Total 
▼alue. 


$1,050,000 

145,016 

163,550 

419,500 

ft  1,000,000 

10,240,000 

2,005,000 

02,625 

3,520,000 

855,060 


o  Barrels. 


b  Estimated. 


cTons. 


To  the  value  of  the  agricultural  products  mav  be  added  that  of 
animal  products,  worth  $12,000,000,  making  the  total  farm  pro- 
duction for  the  year  amoimt  to  $31,500,690. 

FBUrr   GROWING COLD-STOBAGE  PLANT. 

The  secretary  of  agriculture  for  Nova  Scotia,  in  an.  address  on  fruit 
growing  before  the  Halifax  Canadian  Club,  said : 

The  agricultural  industry  which  has  been  brou|;ht  to  the  highest  degree  of  iminrove- 
ment  in  Nova  Scotia  is  the  fruit  industry.  This  is  practically  a  modem  development, 
beginning  in  1880  with  an  export  of  80,000  barrels  of  apples  and  gradually  increasing 
to  the  highest  shipment  of  600,000,  a  nimiber  which  soon  bids  fair  to  be  increased  far 
beyond  the  million  mark. 

Perhaps  the  best  demonstration  of  the  quality  of  our  Nova  Scotia  apples  was  made 
at  the  recent  exhibition  of  the  Royal  Horticultural  Societv  in  London,  England,  at 
which  the  exhibit  of  350  boxes  sent  over  by  the  agricultural  department  was  awarded 
a  gold  medal  and  also  14  subsidiary  medals.  The  Silver-Hogg  medal,  awarded  to  the 
best  exhibit  prepared  by  a  private  individual,  also  fell  to  aNova  Scotian  exhibiUMr 
for  his  collection  of  apples  packed  in  boxes. 

With  a  view  to  testing  and  demonstrating  the  possibilities  of  fruit  growing  in  these 
other  coimties — those  wnere  fruit  growing  is  earned  on  in  a  small  way — ^the  govern- 
ment has  established  32  model  orchards,  each  2  acres  in  area.  As  a  result  of  this,  the 
industry  has  received  a  considerable  stimulus  and  bids  feiir  to  occupy  an  increasingly 
prominent  place  in  those  counties  which  heretofore  were  looked  upon  as  not  being 
adapted  to  miit  growing. 

The  erection  of  a  modem  cold-storage  plant  at  Halifax  has  been 
proposed,  and  plans  have  been  drawn  up  for  the  construction  of 
the  largest  plant  of  the  kind  in  Canada  with  a  capacity  of  150,000 
barrels,  besides  sufficient  space  for  dairy  products. 

Annapolis  Valley,  80  miles  lonff,  extendmg  from  Windsor  to  Annap- 
olis Royal  along  the  track  of  the  Dominion  Atlantic  Railway,  has 
been  famous  for  its  apples  since  the  soil  was  under  the  flag  of  Brance, 
and  the  apples  produced  are  noted  for  richness  of  flavor,  keeping 
qualities,  and  heavy  yield. 
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INCBEASED  OUTPUT  OP  GOAL. 

From  the  view  of  provincial  revenue,  the  most  important  industry 
of  this  Province  is  tnat  of  coal  mining.  Nova  Scotia  has  the  only 
mat  bituminous  coal  fields  at  tide  water  on  the  eastern  coast  of 
America,  with  enormous  deposits,  well-equipped  mines,  and,  owing 
to  its  geographical  position,  it  is  able  to  taKe  advantage  of  cheap 
water  transportation  for  the  marketing  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
output  of  its  collieries.  The  output  of  the  mines  has  doubled  within 
the  last  ten  years  and  the  industry  has  made  more  rapid  strides  since 
1893  than  that  of  Great  Britain,  so  that  with  the  establishment  of 
other  home  industries  using  the  raw  materials  lying  at  hand  this 
industry  is  bound  to  grow  to  greater  dimensions. 

According  to  the  reports  available  the  aggregate  production  in 
1908  trora  the  coal  fields  of  the  Province  was  5,351,000  tons,  a  gain 
for  the  year  of  190,000  tons.  This  gain  is  not  as  large  as  was  predicted 
owing  to  three  causes — slack  times  at  the  several  iron  and  steel  works 
in  the  Province,  lai^ge  imports  into  Quebec  Province  of  both  bitu- 
minous and  anthracite  coal,  and  short  deUveries  in  the  St.  Lawrence 
markets. 

The  general  trade  depression  was  felt  in  the  coal  industry  in  two 
ways.  The  various  iron,  steel,  and  other  manufactures  consumed 
less  owing  to  the  shorter  hours,  and  the  coal  operators  of  the  United 
States,  being  compelled  by  the  depression  to  find  a  market  other  than 
that  at  home,  invaded  the  St.  Lawrence  region.  To  what  extent 
this  has  been  done  may  be  gathered  from  reports  showing  that 
cold  imported  into  Canada  from  the  United  States  in  the  fiscal  year 
1908  amounted  to  1,295,000  tons  against  630,000  tons  in  1906,  a 
gain  of  100  per  cent. 

While  the  output  of  coal  did  not  reach  the  amount  estimated  for 
the  year,  the  mining  of  coal  suffered  less  than  other  branches  of  the 
minmg  industry. 

IBON,   GOLD,   COPPER,  GYPSUM,   LIMESTONE,   AND  CEMENT. 

Owing  to  reduction  of  hours  in  the  foundries  and  mills  the  output 
of  iron  ore  was  considerably  less  than  in  former  years,  in  fact  there 
has  been  a  gradual  decline  during  a  period  extending  over  a  number 
of  years,  m  1894  there  were  83,512  tons  of  native  ore  mined  in  the 
Province,  while  in  1904  the  amount  was  49,619  tons,  which  decreased 
to  30,575  tons  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  September  30,  1908. 

The  works  and  mines  department  furnishes  the  information  that 
the  gold-mining  industry  of  Nova  Scotia  is  almost  extinguished,  and 
the  output  of  bullion  in  1908,  valued  at  only  $200,000,  was  the  smallest 
since  gold  was  discovered  at  Tangier  40  years  ago.  Of  the  amount 
mined  in  1908,  $81,239  was  exported  to  the  United  States. 

The  output  of  copper  has  decreased  so  greatly  as  to  be  almost  a 
negligible  quantity  and  has  Uttle  effect  on  the  tabulated  resources 
of  the  Province.  The  total  value  of  the  production  was  $28,800  for 
1908. 

At  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia,  the  main  source  of  gypsum,  there  was 
a  falling  off  in  the  output.  But  168,485  tons,  valued  at  $173,931, 
were  shipped,  a  decrease  of  75,000  tons  from  1907.  The  output  for 
1907  was  valued  at  $332,000,  which  decreased  in  1908  to  $242,535. 
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There  were  484,685  tons  of  limestone  taken  from  the  quarries 
during  1908.  This  was  exported  mostly  in  the  form  of  lump  plaster, 
some  shipments  going  to  the  United  States.  During  the  year 
45,629  barrels  of  cement  were  produced,  practically  all  of  which  was 
used  in  the  Province.  There  were  23,000,000  bricks,  505,000  tons  of 
coke,  and  300,000  linear  feet  of  drainage  pipe  made  in  the  Province 
during  1908. 

nCPOBTANGE  OP  THE   FISHERIES. 

Next  to  agriculture,  fishing  is  the  greatest  industry  in  Nova  Scotia- 
The  natural  conditions  favorable  to  the  prosecution  of  this  industry 
have  made  this  section  of  prime  importance  in  the  markets  where 
fish  are  in  demand. 

While  1908  was  a  prosperous  year  for  the  fishermen  owing  to  the 
large  catches,  the  year  was  marked  in  the  history  of  the  trade  bv  a 
notable  slump  in  prices.  The  total  catch  of  bank  fish,  including  that 
of  the  four  Nova  Scotia  vessels  that  went  to  Labrador,  was  180,000 
quintals  (quintal  =  112  pounds).  In  addition  there  was  a  catch  of 
about  100,000  quintals  of  shore  fish,  making  the  total  catch  about 
280,000  quintals,  or  31,360,000  pounds.  The  prices  averaged  from 
$2  for  hake  to  $6.50  for  No.  1  mackerel,  with  little  of  the  latter  on  the 
market  at  anv  time  during  the  year  to  command  this  price.  All 
classes  of  good,  hard  fish  were  scarce.  Lack  of  care  and  poor  packing 
caused  to  some  extent  the  drop  in  the  market,  some  of  tne  fisn  being 
poorly  salted  and  sunburned.  Nova  Scotia,  on  account  of  the  poor 
Quality  of  its  fish,  was  unable  to  compete  in  first-class  trade,  and  the 
nshin^  industry  suffered.  Shippers  claim  that  the  class  of  salt  used 
in  curing  and  packing  was  the  principal  cause  of  the  poor  grade  of 
fiish  produced. 

The  lobster  catch  was  very  good,  showing  about  40  per  cent 
increase  over  1907,  and  about  15  per  cent  over  an  average  catch.  The 
prices  paid  the  trap  men  by  the  canners  have  never  oeen  excelled. 
During  the  early  part  of  the  season  the  fishermen  commanded  their 
own  prices,  but  as  it  was  soon  apparent  that  there  was  to  be  an 
enormous  catch  prices  declined,  not,  however,  until  they  had  been  of 
great  benefit  to  the  fishermen.  The  result  was  that  the  packers 
suffered  heavv  losses.  In  many  instances  the  fishermen  of  Nova 
Scotia  derived  more  from  their  lobster  catch  than  from  the  catch  of 
all  other  fish  combined. 

The  market  for  canned  lobsters  is  found  principally  in  England 
and  continental  Europe.  The  live  lobsters  are  sent  to  Boston.  One 
firm  has  found  a  ready  market  in  the  United  States  for  lobsters  put 
up  in  glass  jars.  These  are  of  special  quaUty  and  are  for  the  faiicy 
trade.  The  jars  in  which  they  are  pacKed  are  made  in  the  United 
States. 

MOTOR   FISHING  BOATS. 

Motors  are  becoming  an  important  factor  in  the  fishing  industry  of 
Nova  Scotia.  The  fishermen  build  their  boats  on  the  same  general 
lines  as  formerly,  but  so  construct  the  stem  as  to  make  the  installa- 
tion of  a  motor  i>ossible.  The  motor  is  used  only  as  an  auxiliary 
when  the  wind  is  not  favorable  or  more  speed  is  desired. 

There  are  some  motors  made  in  the  Umted  States  in  use,  but  there 
has  been  some  complaint  against  them.    It  is  said  that  they  are  not 
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effident  in  a  rough  sea  and  that  a  dash  of  water  disables  them.  It 
is  also  said  in  their  favor  that  they  are  the  speediest  motors  on  the 
maricet. 

LUMBER   INTERESTS. 

The  forestSy.which  are  conspicuous  among  the  assets  of  the  Province, 
have  done  their  share  in  making  conditions  fairly  satisfactory  during 
the  past  year,  excepting  in  the  trade  with  the  Umted  States.  The  cut 
for  the  year  was  not  so  large  as  that  of  1907,  but  with  the  large  amoimt 
of  lumber  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  available 
for  export  approximately  250,000,000  to  300,000,000  superficial  feet. 
During  the  early  part  of  the  year  considerable  activity  was  manifested 
by  South  Amencan  buyers,  and  some  moderately  large  contracts  were 
made  at  satisfactory  prices  which  proved  difficult  to  dupUcate  later 
in  the  season. 

The  West  Indian  markets  held  fairly  steady  at  sUghtly  lower 
prices  than  those  of  1907,  but  as  freight  rates  declined  appreciably 
the  manufactiu'er  shared  his  loss  with  the  shipowner.  United 
States  markets  remained  practically  Ufeless  throi^hout  the  year. 
Considerable  lumber  was  sold  there,  however,  but  in  most  cases  at 
imremunerative  prices.  Very  little  pulp  wood  was  shipped  to  the 
United  States,  less  than  in  former  years. 

The  lumber  interests  are  asking  the  government  to  make  a  survey 
and  to  take  steps  for  the  preservation  and  reforestation  of  forest 
lands.  It  is  proposed  that  the  960,000  acres  cleared  of  timber  at 
present  be  reset  with  trees  adapted  to  the  climate. 

MANY  PRODUCTS  MANUFACTURED. 

The  fact  that  Nova  Scotia  has  raw  materials,  iron,  coal,  and  limiber 
at  hand,  and,  in  addition  to  this,  has  at  command  cheap  water  routes, 
makes  this  Province  a  natural  field  for  manufacturing.  The  steel 
mills  are  rfbw  the  most  important  manufacturing  concerns  in  the 
Province.  There  is  a  movement  on  foot  to  take  advantage  of  natural 
resources  and  give  more  attention  to  possibilities  in  this  line.  The 
manufacture  of  steel  in  Nova  Scotia  has  passed  the  experimental 
stage,  as  the  progress  made  at  Sydney,  Trenton,  Sydney  Mines,  and 
Londonderry  dunng  the  past  few  years  attests. 

Besides  the  steel  manufacturing  centers,  other  factories  producing 
various  Unes  of  goods  are  found  at  Halifax,  NewGlasgow,  and  Amherst. 
Amon^  their  products  are  iron  goods,  cars,  woolens,  cotton  goods, 
refined  sugar,  manufactured  furs,  cordage,  boots  and  shoes,  malt 
liquors,  and  evaporated  apples. 

Halifax  is  the  most  important  manufacturing  center  in  the  mari- 
time provinces  as  regards  variety  of  articles  manufactured.  The 
most  important  products  of  the  factories  of  this  city  are  the  manu- 
factures of  metals,  including  bar  iron,  nuts,  axles,  sawmill  machinery, 
stoves,  ranges,  ship  fittings,  both  in  iron  and  brass,  passenger  ana 
freight  car  fittings,  plumpers'  supplies,  tinware,  architectural  iron 
wore,  mining  supplies,  boilers,  tanks,  etc.  Besides  the  metal  prod- 
ucts there  are  factories  turning  out  refined  sugar,  cotton  goods, 
manufactured  chocolate,  spices,  clothing,  boots  and  shoes,  railway 
cars,  malt  liquors,  carriages,  cigars,  mining  and  sporting  powder, 
paint,  canoes,  goods  for  ladies'  wear,  baking  powder,  and  otner  minor 
products  of  a  varied  nature. 
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The  only  important  addition  to  the  manufacturing  industry  of 
Halifax  during  1908  was  the  Silliker  Car  Company,  which  is  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  railway  freight  cars  and  passenger  and  sleeping 
coaches. 

AN  EXCELLENT  HABBOR — 8HIPPINO   FAOILmES. 

Owing  to  natural  advantages;  shipping  occupies  a  verjr  prominent 
place  in  the  industnal  life  of  the  Province.  Halifax  claims  to  be  a 
Dnk  in  the  ''Quickest  route  around  the  world."  The  plan  is  to  es- 
tablish British,  Canadian,  AustraUan,  and  New  Zealand  service. 
Halifax  bases  its  claim  to  an  important  place  in  the  scheme  from  the 
fact  that  it  is  the  nearest  port  to  Europe  on  the  continent  of  North 
America,  being  600  miles  nearer  than  New  York,  250  miles  nearer  than 
St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  490  miles  nearer  than  Montreal,  350  miles 
nearer  than  Quebec,  and  315  miles  nearer  than  Portland,  Me.  Be- 
sides its  advantage  in  distance,  there  is  advantage  in  the  fact  that 
the  harbor  of  Haufax  is  one  of  the  finest  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  if 
not  in  the  world,  and  open  all  the  vear.  The  channel  is  clear  and  may 
be  approached  in  all  kinds  of  weather.  The  system  of  lights  and  buoys 
is  nowhere  excelled.  The  harbor  proper  has  an  area  of  about  10 
square  miles,  and  is  about  H  miles  in  width  vnth  18  or  20  miles  of 
deep-water  anchorage,  several  miles  of  which  are  alon^  the  business 
water  front  of  Halifax.  Bedford  Basin,  an  inner  harbor,  is  almost 
as  large  as  the  main  harbor.  There  are  47  piers,  wharves,  and  docks 
along  the  water  front,  9  of  the  deep-water  piers  being  the  property  of 
the  Dominion  government.  The  longest  of  the  government  piers  is 
750  feet  in  length  and  the  shortest  450  feet.  At  these  piers  the  depth 
of  the  water  ranges  from  34  to  46  feet  at  all  tides.  The  piers  are 
equipped  with  the  latest  appliances  for  the  handling  of  ocean  freight 
and  tne  landinjg  of  immigrants  and  can  accommodate  at  one  time  22 
large  ocean-goin^  vessels. 

Terminal  facilities  costing  the  Canadian  government  about 
$5,000,000  have  been  built  at  Halifax  during  tne  last  ten  years. 
Over  12  miles  of  railway  yards  and  sidings  are  now  either  in  use  or 
under  construction,  and  mechanical  equipment,  including  a  large 
roundhouse  capable  of  accommodating  36  locomotives,  is  nearing  com- 

Sletion,  which  will  make  this  port  one  of  the  best  in  Canada  for  han- 
ling  both  incoming  and  outgomg  freight. 

The  number  of  vessels  arriving  at  and  the  number  departing  from 
Halifax,  vnth  their  tonnage,  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1909, 
was  as  follows,  by  countries : 


Nation. 

Anivate. 

Departures. 

Steamshipe. 

SaUlng  vessels. 

Steamships.     |  Balling  vessels. 

• 
United  States 

JVb. 

12 

1 

25 

20 

Tons. 
13,852 
1,572 
12,948 
50,946 

JVb. 

87 

Tom. 
15,716 

296. 
11 
2 
24 
20 

Tomt. 
11,934 
3,144 
11,718 
60,148 

No. 
82 

Tont. 
14,545 

Denmark ................ ^^ tt- 

Franoe 

1 

144 

Germany 

Italy...! 

2 

1,846 

3 

1,848 

KA^h^lAfldf ...,     , 

2 
35 
424 

9,612 

28, 9M 

972,780 

2 
36 
410 

9,612 
80,132 
956,803 

Nwway  and  Sweden 

12 
376 

10,189 
45,143 

11 
404 

10,006 

Vnit^  iThigdoni 

SSlffiS 

Tfftal.. 

619 

1,009,664 

478 

73,088 

505 

1,088,561 

400 

e3,374 

Digitized  by 


Google 


KOBTH  AMEBICA:  CANADA.  61 

HTnrriNO  and  fishing  opportunities — business  failubes. 

Nova  Scotia  affords  as  fine  opportunities  for  hunting  and  fishing  as 
any  other  country  in  North  America.  About  one-third  of  the  Prov- 
ince is  under  cultivation  and  one-third  more  available  for  cultivation, 
while  the  remaining  one-third  is  of  such  nature  that  it  is  bound  to 
remain  wild.  With  cheap  and  convenient  transportation  from  the 
United  States  to  all  parts  of  the  Province,  a  great  manv  sportsmen 
and  others  come  from  the  United  States  to  enjoy  the  hunting  and 
fishing. 

While  Nova  Scotia  felt  the  financial  stringency  which  was  so  gen- 
erally prevalent  during  the  year  over  the  contment,  the  succe^ul 
year  in  agriculture  operated  against  this  depression  in  business  and 
oBaet  the  generally  unfavorable  results.  The  commercial  failures 
for  1908  were  70,  with  liabilities  of  $440,849  and  nominal  assets  of 
$109,844,  against  81  failures  with  $614,363  liabilities  and  $274,632 
assets  for  1907.  In  Halifax  the  failures  in  1908  were  6,  with  lia- 
bilities of  $44,008  and  assets  of  $13,027. 

TRADE  CONDFTIONS. 

A  nximber  of  the  leading  merchants  and  importers  were  inter- 
viewed relative  to  increases  and  decreases  in  imports  during  the 
past  year,  especially  as  regards  the  United  States,  and  information 
was  solicited  regarding  packing,  promptness  in  the  filling  of  orders, 
and  the  general  attitude  toward  tne  imports  from  the  United  States, 
as  compared  with  those  from  other  countries. 

In  no  instance  was  there  criticism  regarding  the  packing  by  Ameri- 
can manufacturers.  The  prompt  filling  of  orders  by  Americans  was 
commented  upon  by  aU  and  there  was  no  complaint  of  substitution 
in  the  filling  of  orders.  Deliveries  from  the  United  States  are  made 
in  less  than  half  the  time  necessary  for  those  from  England,  and  this, 
together  with  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  transportation,  is  greatly 
in  favor  of  the  American  exporter.  On  the  other  hand,  owing  to  the 
preferential  tariff,  the  British  exporter  pays  in  most  instances  from 
25  per  cent  to  60  per  cent  less  duty  on  the  same  articles.  Complaint 
has  been  made  that  some  American  exporters  in  the  past  have  not 
attached  to  their  invoices  the  certificate  required  bj  the  Canadian 
customs  when  entries  are  made,  thus  causing  the  importers  much 
annoyance  and  trouble. 

BOOKS,  PAPER,  INK,  DRUGS,  AND  SOAP. 

American  branch  houses  publish  books  in  Toronto,  Canada,  and 
hold  the  Canadian  rights  for, all  late  books.  Also  a  general  line  of 
books  is  imported  from  Great  Britain.  The  publishers  here  buy 
their  printing  paper  exclusively  in  Canada,  owing  to  the  protective 
tariff.  In  writing  paper,  the  imports  from  the  United  States  rank 
first,  with  Great  Britain  second,  the  quality  of  both  being  much 
superior  to  the  Canadian  product. 

Ink  comes  largely  from  the  United  States.  The  packing  is  good 
and  the  shipments  are  reported  as  being  prompt.  Schoolbooks 
published  in  the  United  States  are  used  in  the  public  schools,  and  also 
texts  published  in  Halifax.  This  field  is  open  since  the  trade  de« 
mands  the  best  books  regardless  of  country  of  publication. 
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Drugs  in  general  are  imported  from  England  and  from  the  United 
States,  there  having  been  a  general  increase  in  this  trade.  Ship- 
ments from  the  United  States  are  prompt  and  there  are  no  com- 
plaints, while  English  shipments  require  from  six  weeks  to  two 
months  and  even  longer.  American  soaps  and  toilet  preparations 
are  very  popular  and  show  a  decided  increase  in  imports  over  previous 
years.  The  amount  of  drugs  put  up  in  Canada  is  mcreasing  rapidly; 
American  firms  who  have  a  portion  of  the  trade  and  wish  to  retain  it 
are  establishing  branch  houses  in  the  larger  cities,  importing  in  bulk 
and  marketing  to  the  retailers.  The  fmest  French  soaps  are  im- 
ported throujgh  New  York  houses,  which  have  the  exclusive  agency 
for  the  Continent.  Canadian  soaps,  the  sale  of  which  is  increasing, 
rank  third  and  English  soaps  fourtn. 

The  year  1909  should  snow  a  great  diiference  in  the  imports  of 
drugs,  as  a  Canadian  firm  handnng  drugs  and  chemicals  with  a 
branch  house  in  Halifax  is  about  to  commence  to  supply  the  retail 
trade  with  a  general  line  for  prescriptions.  This  new  competition 
has  sufficient  miancial  backing  to  seriously  affect  the  trade  and  it  will 
be  aided  by  the  tariff. 

ELECTRICAL   SUPPLIES  AND  GLASS. 

Electrical  supplies  are  ordered  mostly  from  the  United  States, 
Toronto,  and  Montreal.  England  can  not  furnish  the  suppUes  to 
conform  to  the  National  Code  rules,  hence  the  United  States  cap- 
tures the  bulk  of  the  trade.  Electrical  wire,  which  was  formerly  im- 
ported wholly  from  the  United  States,  is  now  suppUed  by  Canadian 
firms,  and  the  foreign  trade  has  fallen  off.  The  sockets,  globes,  etc., 
are  manufactured  in  the  United  States  and  are  assembled  in  the  Cana- 
dian branch  houses,  which  supply  a  large  part  of  the  trade.  More 
electrical  goods  are  being  manufactured  each  year  in  Canada,  either 
by  Canadian  firms  or  American  branch  factories.  Prospects  are 
that  imports  can  not  increase  in  the  future  as  they  have  heretofore, 
and  that  gradually  the  factories  located  at  Niagara,  Montreal,  ana 
Toronto  mil  absorb  the  bulk  of  the  trade. 

Owing  to  the  preferential  tariff  in  favor  of  Great  Britain,  all  plain 
glass  comes  from  England,  as  Canada  has  not  yet  taken  up  its  manu- 
facture. Although  the  American  glass  is  cheaper,  yet  the  duty 
excludes  plate  and  plain  glass,  which  could,  were  it  not  for  this  tariff, 
easily  compete  witn  the  English  manufacture.  Little  art  glass  is 
imported,  most  of  it  being  manufactured  in  Canada.  The  trade  in 
glass  is  steady  and  shows  uttle  change  from  previous  years. 

IRON   AND   STEEL  MANUFAOTUBES. 

Cutlery  is  imported  from  Sheffield,  England,  excepting  butchers' 
knives,  cleavers,  etc.,  which  come  from  the  United  States.  Small 
amounts  of  cutlery  are  imported  from  Germany.  SUverware  is 
bought  from  an  American  branch  house  located  m  Canada,  which 
imports  the  blanks  from  the  main  factories  in  the  United  States  and 
plates  them  at  the  branch. 

Kitchen  ware  comes  from  England  and  Germany,  with  very  little 
from  the  United  States.  Small  hardware  of  Canadian  manuiacture 
is  on  the  increase.    Iron  and  steel  manufactures  for  ships,  such  as 
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anchors,  chains,  etc.,  are  imported  from  England.  Shelf  hardware 
b  purchased  mostly  from  the  United  States. 

A  prominent  American  firm  has  the  bulk  of  the  trade  in  tools  and 
builcung  materials.  Dealers  state  that  there  is  little  competition  in 
tiiis  line,  the  American-made  tools  being  far  superior  to  those  of  either 
Rnplifth  or  Canadian  manufacture. 

TTie  heavy  stock  comes  from  the  United  States  and  Canadian 
branch  houses.  Steel  rails  are  manufactured  in  Nova  Scotia.  Wire 
is  imported  very  largel\c  from  the  United  States. 

Sporting  goods  are  bought  wholly  from  American  firms,  cricket 
roods  come  from  England,  and  hockey  clubs  and  skates  are  manu- 
factured in  Canada.  No  leather  sporting  goods  are  manufactured 
in  Canada. 

PAINTS   AND   PAPER. 

Paints  are  imported  from  England  and  are  manufactured  in  Canada 
also.  The  United  States  has  only  a  fractional  part  of  this  trade, 
sending  a  few  prepared  paints  and  stains  such  as  are  popular  in  the 
United  States.  A  branch  of  an  American  house  is  located  in  Mon- 
treal to  supply  the  trade  in  prepared  stains.  England  furnishes 
most  of  the  varnishes.  The  trade  showed  Uttle  change  during  the 
past  year.  The  large  American  firms  could  successfully  compete 
if  branch  houses  were  established  in  Canada  importing  varnish  in  the 
crude  state  and  marketing  the  finished  product  from  the  Canadian 
factory.  The  American  prepared  stains  which  are  suppUed  in  this 
way  by  a  Montreal  branch  factory  have  become  extremely  popular. 

The  trade  in  wall  paper  is  about  equally  divided  between  England, 
the  United  States,  ana  Canada.  The  finest  wall  papers  come  from 
the  United  States.  Nova  Scotia  is  supplied  from  the  United  States, 
Montreal,  and  Toronto.  The  small  difference  in  imports  in  favor  oi 
Uie  United  States  is  due  to  writing  paper.  Printing  paper  is  manu- 
factured exclusively  in  Canada;  and  this  country  will  soon  be  able  to 
supply  its  whole  trade,  since  it  possesses  the  necessary  raw  materials 
for  the  production  of  all  lines  of  paper  manufactures  excepting  the 
finest  writing  linens. 

PROVISIONS   AND   OROCERIES. 

All  flour  and  meal  is  suppUed  by  Canadian  mills  located  in  the 
western  provinces.  Com  is  shipped  here  exclusively  from  the 
United  States  and  is  ^und  in  Canadian  mills.  Oysters  in  cans  are 
imported  from  the  Umted  States.  The  Prince  Edward  Island  oyster 
does  not  compete  in  the  general  trade.  Beans  and  other  vegetables 
are  produced  and  canned  in  Canada.  Lard,  beef,  and  pork  are  pur- 
cha^  from  the  United  States  in  large  quantities.  Canned  meats, 
which  formerly  came  from  the  United  States,  are  now  put  up  in  Can- 
ada and  are  much  lower  in  price  than  the  American  product.  There 
are  large  imports  of  dried  fruit  from  California.  Prunes,  which  a 
few  years  ago  came  from  Austria,  now  come  from  Califomia,  which 
State  also  controls  the  large  trade  in  raisins. 

The  provision  trade  with  England  consists  largely  in  prepared  foods, 
but  is  shifting,  so  that  Canada  is  now  beginmng  to  supply  its  own 
needs  in  these  lines.  Several  American  firms  have  established  branch 
houses  to  supply  the  Canadian  trade.    An  American  pork-packing 
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concern  recently  established  a  branch  in  a  western  province  and 
now  has  a  splendid  trade  in  lard  and  similar  pork  products.  An 
American  firm  hcmdling  fresh  fruit  has  recently  established  a  branch 
office  in  Halif ajc,  and  as  a  result  the  imports  of  fruit  promise  to  show 
gains. 

STRAW   MANUFACTURES — CLOTHING. 

England  controls  the  trade  in  straw  manufactures,  as  in  many 
others,  by  means  of  the  preferential  tariff.  Straw  hats  are  imported 
almost  exclusively  from  England.  Small  lines  of  high-grade  hats 
and  other  men's  furnishing  goods  are  imported  from  me  United 
States,  but  they  conmiand  a  higher  price  than  the  English  article, 
and  consequently  are  not  strong  competitors  except  with  the  best 
class  of  trade. 

Clothing  comes  from  Montreal  and  Toronto  factories.  In  previous 
years  there  was  a  good  sale  for  children's  cotton  washable  clothing 
nought  in  the  United  States,  but  it  is  reported  that  salesmen  for  that 
line  did  not  cover  this  territory  the  past  year,  and  consequently  no 
orders  were  placed.  Men's  shirts,  linen  collars,  and  underwear  are 
made  in  Canada  and  also  imported  from  the  United  States  in  small 
quantities,  but  the  latter  can  not  compete  in  the  general  trade  on 
account  or  price,  although  of  better  quality. 

B4USICAL   INSTRUMENTS. 

Five  years  ago  nearly  all  musical  instruments  came  from  the 
United  States.  Owing  to  the  preferential  tariff,  which  imposes  a 
duty  of  30  per  cent  on  American  goods,  as  against  20  per  cent  on 
English  goods,  the  imports  have  shifted  to  English  goods,  which  have 
given  satisfaction  at  lower  prices.  Goods  of  Canadian  manufacture 
rank  second  in  the  trade.  There  is  a  lively  trade  in  phono^aphs, 
which  are  supplied  principally  by  the  United  States,  but  which  are 
entered  at  other  Canadianports  where  agencies  have  been  established. 
The  records  are  made  in  Cfanada.  This  branch  of  the  trade  is  tliere- 
fore  not  shown  in  the  imports  into  Halifax.  A  few  American  pianos 
and  players  are  imported  by  the  dealers. 

The  oifference  in  imports  of  musical  instruments  in  favor  of  the 
United  States  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  when  goods  such  as 
pianos  and  organs  are  ordered  directly  from  the  factories  in^  the 
United  States  the  dealers'  profit  is  avoided,  which  leads  to  direct 
orders  instead  of  purchases  from  the  dealers  who  are  supplied  from 
the  United  Eangdom.  Pianos  valued  at  $6,263  were  imported  into 
HaUfax  from  the  United  States  in  1908  against  $2,803  from  Eng- 
land; piano  players  at  $2,554  from  the  Umted  States  against  $198 
from  England,  and  phonographs  valued  at  $1,993  from  American 
firms  against  $187  from  England.  The  only  import  item  in  which 
Englana  exceeds  is  brass  instruments. 

BOOTS   AND  SHOES. 

American  made  boots  and  shoes  were  imported  into  Halifax  in 
1908  to  the  amount  of  $14,414,  against  less  than  $600  for  all  other 
countries.  The  American  shoe  has  become  very  popular,  especially 
the  ladies'  shoe,  in  which  line  there  is  Uttle  competition  even  by  the 
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Cwadian  makes.  Dealers  state  that  the  ladies'  shoes  made  in 
Canada  lack  the  style,  finish,  and  stock  which  distinguish  the  Ameri- 
can product.  The  Canadian  shoe  for  ladies  is  heavier  and  its  sale 
is  Kmited  to  the  winter  trade.  American  manufacturers  control 
the  trade  for  several  reasons,  namely,  the  Canadian  factories  lack 
the  necessary  skilled  labor  and  machinery;  the  American  shoe  comes 
in  a  large  varietv  of  styles;  a  traveUng  salesman  covers  the  territory 
with  a  full  Une  of  samples;  and,  lastly,  the  shipments  are  very  prompt. 
Men's  shoes  show  keener  competition  than  ladies'  shoes.  The 
Canadian  shoe  is  well  built  and  closely  resembles  the  American  prod- 
uct. The  best  men's  shoes  sold  are  American  made,  while  the  cheaper 
grades  are  supplied  entirely  by  the  Canadian  factories.  The  trade 
as  a  whole  is  about  evenly  divided  between  the  two  countries.  Busi- 
ness is  reported  as  showing  more  favorable  prospects  for  1909. 
Three  retailers  alone  handle  more  than  $10,000  worth  of  American 
goods  annually.  The  balance  of  $4,000  is  divided  among  several 
small  dealers  handling  cheaper  grades.  With  care,  American  firms 
can  retain  their  share  of  the  shoe  trade,  but  the  Canadian  factories 
in  the  largest  cities  are  becoming  close  competitors,  especially  in 
men's  shoes.  In  rubber  boots  the  American  manufacturers  abso- 
lutely control  the  trade,  which  amounted  to  $7,352  in  1908. 

CX>TTON   MANUFACTURES — HATS — HEMP  AND   SALT. 

England  exported  to  HaUfax  cotton  manufactures  to  the  amount 
of  $120,995  in  1908,  against  $7,686  from  the  United  States,  and  $1,710 
from  all  other  countries.  AH  the  raw  cotton  imported  into  Halifax 
comes  from  the  United  States  and  in  1908  was  valued  at  $109,624; 
it  is  used  in  the  textile  mills  of  Nova  Scotia. 

flats  to  the  value  of  $22,427  came  from  England,  while  only  $7,969 
worth  were  'imported  from  the  United  States.  In  tho  medmm  and 
cheaper  grade  hats  the  English  article  is  reported  as  giving  better  sat- 
isfaction, and  the  only  hats  imported  from  the  United  States  are  those 
of  the  highest  grade. 

Hemp  is  imported  from  the  Philippines  through  England.  The 
imports  last  year  were  valued  at  $42,054.  There  was  no  hemp  im- 
ported from  the  United  States  or  other  countries. 

All  the  salt  imported  into  HaUfax  comes  from  England  and  other 
countries.  It  is  solar  salt  and  is  used  in  the  curing  of  fish.  The 
total  imports  amounted  to  $33,979. 

Jellies  were  purchased  from  England  to  the  amount  of  $10,748. 
while  only  $424  worth  came  from  the  United  States.  Pickles  valued 
at  $15,729  were  imported  from  England,  against  $851  from  the 
United  States.  American  trade  in  these  articles  does  not  appear  in 
the  figures  for  this  consular  district,  as  most  of  this  class  or  goods 
is  sent  into  Canada  through  Toronto  and  Montreal  and  distributed 
in  job  lots  to  the  dealers  throughout  the  provinces. 

IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  into  Halifax  during  1908  was  $8,407,- 

269,  of  which  the  United  States  furnished  articles  worth  $2,022,950, 

United  Kingdom  $2,286,960,  and  all  other  countries  $4,097,359. 

In  the  following  statement  is  shown  the  total  value  of  the  principal 
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articles  of  import  for  1908,  with  the  share  of  each  from  the  United 
States  and  that  from  the  United  Kingdom. 


Articles. 


United 
States. 


United 
Kingdom. 


Animals 

Animal  products. 
Bones  and  dust... 

Books,  etc 

Breadstufls 

Candy 


Coal. 

Cocoa,  and  manufactures  of. . . 

Cotton,  and  manufoctures  of.. 

Drum  and  chemicals 

Earthen  and  china  ware 

Electrical  apparatus 

Fancy  goods , 

Fertllliers 

Fish.. 


Fish  lines  and  nets 

Flax,  manufactures  of. . 
Fruits. 


Glass,  manufactures  of 

Gutta-percha,  etc 

Hats 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of. 
Jewelry.. 


Leather,  and  manufactures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Leather 

Metals 

ens: 

Animal,  etc 

Kerosene 

Packages 

Paper,  manufactures  of 

Parcels 

Pens 

Pickles 

Provisions 

Scientific  apparatus 

Seeds 

Settlers'  effects 

Soap 

Spirits 

Straw,  manufactures  of 

Tea 

Tobacco 

Vegetables 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of 

Wool,  manufactures  of 

All  other  articles. 


Total 8,407,269 


$3,080 

20,047 

28,922 

56,872 

130,707 

18,284 

178,341 

117,545 

240,015 

149,916 

27,217 

20,687 

27,663 

2,900 

25,375 

102,020 

56,965 

285,842 

53,481 

20,861 

30,966 

374,830 

8,996 

14,968 

6,063 

146,839 

55,067 

154,443 

76,504 

51,776 

20,037 

4,180 

16,939 

225.023 

12,167 

13,227 

27,560 

20,294 

164,252 

138,156 

253,158 

31,609 

28,872 

51,149 

237,716 

4,673,090 


$2,488 

9,153 

10,932 

32,013 

95,410 

4,123 

178,209 

8,926 

117,310 

77,766 

2,361 

18,397 

5,415 

96 

11,600 

70,835 

1,106 

151,348 

11,023 

13,650 

7,969 

170,217 

4,566 

14,414 
3,4t>4 
43,762 

34,890 

152,299 

23,649 

29,915 

12,913 

3,715 

851 

206,405 

10,066 

12, 116 

15,997 

lAr434 

911 

4,404 

180 

9,795 

16,228 

45,006 

2,242 

360,230 


2,022,950 


$577 

950 

11,465 

24,097 

34,062 

12,411 

72 

38,596 

120,995 

38,340 

21,641 

1,907 

20,561 

2,832 

187 

30,787 

.    57,879 

32,793 

35,556 

7,180 

22,427 

197,475 

4.210 


2,509 
91,420 

19,719 

2,144 

43,507 

20,682 

7,114 

455 

15,720 

18,3S2 

2,066 

1,106 

4,546 

2,430 

115,036 

133,512 

160.677 

2,341 

11,224 

3,623 

229,801 

681,256 


2,286,9in 


CLASSIFICATION    OF   EXPORTS. 


The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  Halifax  to  the  United 
States  in  1908  showed  an  increase  of  $376,956  over  the  previous 
year.  The  articles  and  their  values  for  1907  and  1908  are  snown  in 
the  following  table: 


Articles, 

1907. 

1908. 

ArUcles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Berries 

$39,569 

158,900 
16,459 
29,805 

107,669 
11,570 
6,300 
52,226 
12,549 
63,304 

.     $20,145 

320,393 

8,004 

37,626 

134,024 

268 

3,381 

93,279 

1,134 

81,239 

132,091 

1  Junk 

$28,588 

4,351 

2,606 

20,113 

8,992 

85,382 
247,942 

$7,890 

Fish  and  fish  products: 

Lime  juice 

6,499 

Cod 

Liquors 

1,267 
19,744 

Haddock 

Oil, cod 

Herring 

Skins 

31,176 

Mackerel 

Pollock 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 
Laths 

61,100 

Salmon 

Lobsters 

Planks  and  boards 

Pulp  wood 

301.686 
4.895 

Other 

All  other  articles 

30.009 

37,540 

Gold  bullion 

Total 

Gypsum 

926,424 

1,303,380 
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The  declared  exports  to  Porto  Rico  for  1908  showed  an  increase 
of  $46,398  over  1907,  the  shipments  being  valued  for  the  two  years 
at  $140,067  and  $93,669,  respectively.  The  principal  articles  for 
1908  were:  CodJfish,  worth  $129,622;  herring,  $5,1-84;  and  lumber, 
$4,142. 

SYDNEY. 

By  Consul  John  E.  Kehl. 

The  city  of  Sydney,  the  distributing  point  for  the  island  of  Cape 
Breton,  and  previous  to  1816  the  capital  of  the  separate  Province  of 
Cape  Breton,  occupies  a  commanding  position  in  the  world  of  ship- 
ping, and  is  situated  on  the  southwest  arm  of  one  of  the  best  natural 
harbors  on  the  Atlantic.  The  sea  entrance  to  Sydney  harbor  is  about 
2  miles  wide  and  about  4  miles  in  length,  with  an  average  midstream 
depth  of  45  feet.  In  1899  Sydney,  had  a  population  of  only  3,500, 
to-day  it  has  15,000,  with  a  world-wide  reputation  as  a  steel-producing 
community. 

A  conservative  estimate  places  the  amount  of  capital  invested  in 
industry,  within  a  radius  of  10  miles  of  Sydney,  at  $70,000,000,  with 
an  estimated  daily  pay  roll  of  $30,000.  The  Dominion  Coal  Com- 
pany (Limited),  organized  in  1893,  has  an  outstanding  capitalization 
of  $23,000,000.  The  Dominion  Iron  and  Steel  Company  (limited), 
organized  in  June,  1899,  is  capitaUzed  at  $20,000,oio0.  The  Nova 
S(^tia  Steel  and  Coal  Company  (Limited),  situated  at  North  Sydney, 
6  miles  from  Sydney,  places  its  capitaUzation  at  $6,030,000.  If 
present  calculations  go  tnrough,the  National  Rolling  Mills  (Limited), 
to  be  financed  by  Toronto  capitalists,  with  a  proposed  capital  of 
$1,600,000,  will  erect  a  plant  m  Sydney.  The  Dominion  Tar  and 
Chemical  Coinpany  (Limited) ,  the  Sydney  Cement  Company,  and  the 
Saunderson  Manufacturing  Company,  which  consume  most  of  the 
by-products  of  the  steel  works,  will  likewise  enlarge  their  plants. 

FINANCIAL  CONDITIONS — BONDED  DEBT  OF  SYDNEY. 

The  general  financial  stringency  of  1907  and  1908  was  probably 
felt  as  little  in  Cape  Breton  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  Dominion.  A 
mortgage  loan  company  with  more  than  $75,000  placed  in  and  about 
Sydney  had  only  a  small  amount  of  foreclosure  during  the  year. 
Banks  report  a  decrease  in  discounts  and  an  increase  in  their  savings 
department. 

No  assignment  of  any  importance  or  indications  of  financial  weak- 
ness among  the  larger  local  concerns  was  reported  by  the  banks 
during  1908.  As  a  whole,  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  are 
reported  as  beinff  on  a  sounder  footing  than  they  were  during  1907. 
The  annual  retail  trade  of  Sydney  is  estimated  at  close  to  $3,000,000. 

The  municipii  corporation  is  m  splendid  condition.  The  bonded 
debt  of  the  city  at  the  close  of  1908  is  ^ven  at  $917,000,  from  which 
are  to  be  deducted  the  amount  of  sinkmg  fitnds,  civic  realty,  water- 
works, etc.,  valued  at  $748,653,  which  would  leave  a  net  debt  of  only 
$168,347.  The  value  of  property  assessable  for  taxation  purposes 
exceeds  $6,000,000.  Durmg  the  past  eight  years  large  amounts  of 
money  have  gone  out  of  the  city  to  pay  building  loans  and  other 
obligations;  within  the  next  three  years  most  of  these  obligations  and 
loans  will  be  paid. 
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OUTPUT  AND  SHIPMENTS  OP  COAL. 

During  1908  ten  collieries  were  in  operation  in  Cape  Breton,  the 
total  production  of  which  amounted  to  neariy  5,000,000  tons. 

The  Dominion  Coal  Company,  located  at  Glace  Bay,  the  largest 
colliery  in  Canada,  employing  an  average  of  7,000  men  and  with  a 
monthly  pay  roll  ranging  from  $250,000  to  $350,000,  reports  a  sUght 
decrease  m  output  and  shipments  for  1908.  Its  output  in  1908  was 
3,519,489  tons,  against  3,522,747  tons  in  1907,  while  its  shipments 
amounted  to  3,189,943  and  3,233,701  tons,  respectively. 

The  shipments  of  coal  to  the  St.  Lawrence  market  by  this  company 
began  in  April,  an  unusually  early  date,  and  amounted  to  1,345,000 
tons,  an  increase  of  200,000  tons  over  1907.  During  the  industrial 
and  commercial  depression  in  the  United  States  American  coal  was 
brought  into  Montreal  at  reduced  prices,  which  made  it  a  formidable 
competitor  and  caused  this  company  to  lose  considerable  business, 
and  eventually  forced  it  to  operate  on  less  than  half  time. 

Another  element  that  caused  considerable  loss  to  the  coal  interests 
was  the  pall  of  smoke  along  the  St.  Lawrence,  caused  by  the  forest 
fires  during  September  and  October  last,  which  formed  a  serious 
interruption  to  the  gulf  and  river  traffic. 

The  Nova  Scotia  Steel  and  Coal  Company  at  North  Sydney^  em- 
ploying approximately  2,600  men  and  with  a  monthly  pay  roll  of 
$120,000,  constitutes  the  second  largest  colliery  in  Nova  Scotia,  and 
reports  an  increase  in  its  output. 

The  coal  interests  predict  that  the  present  year  will  be  a  record 
breaker.  New  machmery  and  mining  faciUties  installed  in  several 
coUieries  during  1908  will  have  a  tendency  to  increase  the  output. 
Two  practically  new  concerns,  one  near  North  Sydney  and  one  at 
Port  Morien,  will  contribute  materially  to  the  year's  production. 

IRON  AND  STEEL. 

The  Dominion  Iron  and  Steel  Company,  located  in  Sydney,  is  the 
largest  concern  of  its  kind  in  Canada.  During  the  busy  season  3,000 
men  are  employed  at  the  works,  earning  an  average  of  over  $200,000 
per  month.  During  1908  the  plant  was  not  idle  for  one  hour.  ^  During 
the  last  quarter  of  1908  shipments  of  open-hearth  rails,  said  to  be 
superior  to  Bessemer  rails,  were  made  to  New  South  Wales,  AustraUa, 
and  Punjab,  India,  in  competition  with  EngUsh  and  American  mills. 
This  practical  demonstration  will  probably  cause  a  bill  to  be  brought 
before  the  Canadian  House  of  rarliament  to  extend  the  present 
export  bounty,  which  is  now  being  paid  by  Canada  to  shippers. 

The  producing  units  of  the  company  are  as  follows:  50  by-product 
coke  ovens;  4  blast  furnaces;  2  Bessemer  convertejg;  1  not  metal 
mixer;  10  open-hearth  steel  furnaces;  1  blooming  mm;  1  coke  billet 
mill;  1  rail  mill;  and  1  coke  rod  mill. 

Two  independent  subsidiary  works  are  located  on  the  property 
of  the  steel  company,  a  tar  and  chemical  company  for  the  utihzar 
tion  of  tar  produced  at  the  coke  ovens,  and  a  cement  company, 
using  the  blast  furnace  slag  for  the  manufacture  of  cement.  Also 
a  company  manufacturing  tar  paper  is  suppUed  with  tar  by  this 
company. 
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The  gross  earnings  of  the  Dominion  Iron  and  Steel  Company  for 
the  years  ended  May  31,  1905,  1906,  1907,  and  1908  were  $460,846, 
$1,406,306,  $2,247,536,  and  $2,613,816,  respectively.  The  produc- 
tion of  the  company  during  1908  was  as  follows,  in  tons :  Mixed  ore, 
556,000;  stone, 304,000;  pig  u'on,263,000;  steel,  279,000;  rails,  153,500; 
wire  rods,  41,500;  other  steel  products,  35,000;  sulphate  of  ammonia, 
3,000;  and  tar,  4,500,000  gallons;  840,000  tons  of  coal  were  con- 
sumed. The  shipments,  in  tons,  were:  Pig  iron,  18,000;  steel  blooms, 
etc.,  32,500;  wire  rods,  44,500;  steel  rails,  150,000;  sulphate  of 
ammonia,  2,600;  slag,  18,000;  and  tar,  4,500,000  gallons. 

The  good  quality,  easy  access,  and  cheap  dehvery  of  Newfound- 
land ore,  the  moimediate  abundance  of  fuel,  the  excellent  water  ship- 
ping facilities,  the  exemption  from  local  taxation,  and  the  granting 
of  a  government  boilnty  on  practically  all  of  its  products,  place  the 
Dommion  Iron  and  Steel  Company  in  a  position  to  manufacture  at 
the  low^t  possible  cost. 

THE  NOVA  SCOTIA  STEEL  AND  COAL  COMPANY. 

The  Nova  Scotia  Steel  and  Coal  Company,  located  at  North 
Sydney,  was  more  actively  engaged  during  1908  in  the  mining  of  coal 
than  in  the  manufacture  of  steel.  The  steel  plant  of  this  concern 
employs  an  average  of  600  hands.  Owing  to  the  dullness  of  the 
market  during  June,  July,  and  August,  the  open  hearths  were  practi- 
callv  idle.  This  company  has  its  own  fleet  of  5  vessels  engaged  in  the 
coal  and  ore  trade,  in  addition  to  which  some  13  vessels  were  chartered 
during  the  vear  for  the  St.  Lawrence  coal  trade.  The  vessels  engaged 
in  ore  trade  transported  120,000  tons  of  ore  from  Wabana,  New- 
foundland, to  North  Sydney.  The  output  of  its  blast  furnaces  for 
1908  was  54,982  tons,  of  which  10,000  tons  were  foundry  iron,  the 
balance  being  basic,  used  in  their  open  hearths.  The  output  of  steel 
at  the  open  hearths  is  given  at  52,413  tons.  The  company's  output 
of  coal  in  1908  was  680.772  tons,  against  638,065  tons  m  1907,  while 
the  shipments  during  tne  two  years  were  644,637  and  623,234  tons, 
respectively.  During  the  year  346  steamers  were  bunkered  at  the 
company's  piers.  The  difference  between  output  and  shipments 
of  coal  was  used  at  the  company's  plant  at  the  Sydney  mines  for  the 
manufacture  of  coke. 

All  of  the  steel  is  made  into  ingots,  each  weighing  approximately 
3,300  pounds.  These  are  shipped  to  the  company's  works  at  Trenton, 
where  they  are  manufactured  into  billets,  rolled  plates,  etc. 

FISHERIES — GOVERNMENT   FREEZERS. 

The  fishing  season  all  along  the  Cape  Breton  coast  was  exceedingly 
good.  The  catch  of  cod  was  above  the  average,  and  had  a  tendency 
to  reduce  the  prices  below  those  of  last  year.  Spring  mackerel  and 
herring  were  taken  in  large  quantities  along  the  coast  from  the  Strait 
of  Canso  to  Louisburg.  Squid,  used  entirely  for  bait,  was  more 
abundant  than  at  any  other  time  during  the  past  decade. 

Three  large  mechanical  freezers  constructed  at  the  expense  of  the 
Dominion  government  at  Halifax,  Canso,  and  Port  Hawkesbury 
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have  in  store  about  2,000,000  pounds  of  squid  for  bait  for  the  opening 
of.  the  fishing  season.  The  Dominion  government,  keenly  alive  to 
the  interests  of  the  fishermen  of  Nova  Scotia,  took  this  step  to  promote 
the  interests  of  their  fisheries.  Larffe  quantities  of  squid  are  b^ng 
sent  to  the  United  States.  The  eaten  or  lobsters  on  the  coast  during 
1908  was  about  30  per  cent  larger  than  during  the  preceding  jear. 
Fine  weather  prevailed  during  the  whole  fishing  season  in  this  vicinity, 
little  or  no  loss  of  gear  being  reported.  Quantities  and  prices 
obtained  were  all  that  could  be  desired.  About  40  lobster  canning 
factories  operate  in  Cape  Breton,  with  an  average  output  of  30,000 
cases  per  annum,  valued  at  $500,000. 

Large  quantities  of  seed  lobsters  are  bought  each  season  by  the 
Dominion  government  and  placed  in  an  inclosure  of  60,000  square 
feet  of  ocean-water  surface  at  Fourchie.  At  tKe  close  of  the  season, 
the  lobsters  with  their  eggs  attached  are  distributed  along  the  coast 
to  hatch  their  young  in  the  natural  wav.  It  is  claimed  that  by  this 
means  miUions  of  eggs  are  saved  annually  and  that  the  coast  is  kept 
well  supplied  with  lobsters. 

Furtner  evidence  of  the  Dominion's  interests  in  its  fisheries  will 
be  found  in  the  plants  erected  and  equipped  by  the  government  at 
Canso,  Clarks  Harbor,  and  Shippegan,  New  Brunswick,  for  the 
utilization  of  dogfish  as  a  fertilizer  and  oil  producer. 

The  fleets  of  fishing  smacks  from  the  Atlantic  seaboard  of  the 
United  States  have  diverted  the  fish  and  lobster  trade  of  Canada  to 
the  eastward  and  to  the  south.  The  department  of  trade  and  com- 
merce at  Ottawa  is  attempting  to  create  a  larger  home  demand  for 
fresh  salt-water  fish. 

ESTABLISHMENT   OF  REFRIOERATOB   SERVICE — GYPSUM. 

It  has  been  proposed  to  establish  a  fast  refrigerator  service  from 
Halifax  to  Detroit  and  Chicago,  where  it  is  hoped  a  higher  price  will 
be  realized  for  fresh  salt-water  fish  than  is  at  present  being  paid  in 
the  New  York  and  New  England  markets.  The  route  proposea  would 
touch  the  more  populous  centers  of  Quebec,  Ontario,  New  Brunswick, 
and  Nova  Scotia.  Last  year,  through  the  department  of  marine  ana 
fisheries,  $25,000  was  devoted  to  providing  rerrigerator  cars. 

In  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  10  companies  were  engaged  in 
quarrying  gypsum  rock  during  1908.  Figures  for  the  calendar  year 
are  not  available.  During  the  fiscal  year  ended  September  30,  1907. 
332,345  tons  were  quarried  and  practically  the  whole  output  shipped 
to  the  United  States. 

A  United  States  concern,  located  at  St.  Anns,  shipped  to  the 
United  States  during  1908,  28,710  tons  of  rock  gypsum,  a  decrease  of 
12,030  tons  from  its  shipments  in  1907. 

TRADE   WITH   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  value  of  imports  into  Sydney  and  Glace  Bay,  both  being  in  the 
same  collection  district,  from  the  United  States  in  1908  was  $397,318 
and  was  made  up  of  the  items  appearing  in  the  table  at  the  top  of  the 
following  page. 
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Articles. 


Artificial  limbs 

B€«r 

Boats 

Books 

Boots  and  shoes 

Brass.  maDufoctures  of 

Bricks 

Cheese 

CIa7,flre 

(nothing 

Coat 

Ckmrectlonery 

Copper  ingots 

Copper  sheets 

Copper  and  brass  goods 

Cotton  waste 

Dra^ 

Electrical  apparatus,  etc 

Fruit 

Glass,  manuEactures  of 

Hats  Mid  caps 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 


Value. 


11,285 
8,a07 
1,181 
3,171 
3,469 
1,444 

14,360 
1,589 

10,750 
3,342 

13,399  I 
1,370 
9,540 
2,610 
4,363 
3,119 
2,100 

15,975 

41,524 
2.266 
3,373 

1,889 


Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of— Cont'd. 

Hardware 

Machinery 

Other 

Meats 

Musical  instruments 

Oil,  gasoline 

Ore,  magnesite 

Paper,  manufactures  of,  n.  e.  s 

Pictures 

Rubber  goods 

Soap, 

Stationery 

Tobacco 

Vegetables 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Furniture ^ 

Timber,  etc 

All  other  articles 

TotaL 

t 


Value. 


$3,737 

56,714 

87,820 

5,066 

832 

1,563 

9,886 

657 

871 

638 

1,200 

3,587 

924 

7,073 

662 
24,676 
41,060 


397,318 


Detailed  statements  regarding  the  imports  into  the  agencies  at 
Canso,  Louisburg,  Pictou,  and  Port  Hawkesbury  are  not  available. 


CLASSIFIED   EXPORTS. 


The  declared  value  of  the  exports,  including  returned  goods,  from 
Sydney  and  the  consular  agencies  at  Canso,  Louisburg,  rictou,  and 
Port  Hawkesbury  to  the  United  States  in  1908  was  $1,547,998, 
against  $1,532,525  in  1907.     The  items  in  1908  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


SYDNEY. 

Ammonia  sulphate 

CoaMar  products 

Emigrants'  effects 

Fbh 

Gold 

Gypsum 

Oil,  creosote 

AU  other  articles 

Total 

CANSO. 

Berries, 

Fbh: 

Cod 

Lobsters,  live 

Mackerel 

Salmon 

other 

on. 

AU  other  articles 

Total 

LOtJXSBUBO. 

Coal,  bituminous 


Value. 


S33,8a8 
12,495 

9,780 
38,990 
20,570 
17,785 
91,206 

2,606 


227,290 


12,160 
6,710 

30,040 

2,020 

393 

1,949 

10,515 


745.582 


Articles. 


PICTOU. 

Animals , 

Copper  ore 

Lobsters,  canned 

Other 

Gold  bullion 

Grindstones 

All  other  articles ^ 

Total 

PORT  HAWKE8DX7RY. 

Animals:  Lambs 

Barytesrock , 

Berries 

Emigrants'  effects 

Fish: 

Cod 

Lobsters- 
Canned , 

Live 

Mackerel- 
Fresh , 

Salt 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods 

Grand  total 


Value. 


$503 
5,334 

176,255 
31,679 

109,816 
1,445 
4,857 


329,889 


12,205 

17.043 

903 

911 

4,421 

55,937 

6,664 

35,071 
25,186 
2,573 


160,914 


19,564 


1,547,998 
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TRADE  OPPORTUNITIES. 

The  island  of  Cape  Breton  has  been  sadlv  neglected  by  American 
commercial  travelers.  Halifax  appears  to  be  the  only  city  of  Nova 
Scotia  that  is  extensively  canvassed  by  them;  some  American 
agencies,  with  the  whole  of  Nova  Scotia  as  territory,  are  located 
there.  The  imports  of  Sydney  and  Glace  Bay  reveal  quite  a  variety 
of  American  products,  but  very  little  of  this  trade  is  the  result  of  per- 
sonal canvassing.  Superiority  and  low  prices  of  products  and  pro- 
Sinquitv  are  the  elements  that  have  created  the  greater  part  of  the 
emand.  It  has  been  truthfully  said  that  no  other  similar  section  of 
the  maritime  provinces  pavs  so  much,  approximately  $700,000  per 
month,  for  labor,  as  does  tne  county  or  Cape  Breton,  with  its  55,000 
inhabitants.  The  greater  part  of  this  money  is  paid  out  within  a 
radius  of  20  miles  of  Sydney.  It  would  appear  that  conditions  of 
this  kind  warrant  some  commercial  attention.  The  mailing  of  cata- 
logues and  price  lists  might,  in  Some  instances,  secure  trade,  but  the 
sending  of  an  agent  is  unquestionably  the  best  method  of  obtaining 
and  maintaining  trade. 

The  demands  of  the  Nova  Scotian.  with  the  exception  of  that  for 
winter  wearing  apparel,  are  identical  with  those  of  Americans,  and 
are  principally  for  furniture,  wearing  apparel,  all  kinds  of  edibles, 
novelties,  sporting  goods,  etc.  The  people  are  not  antagonistic  to 
American  products,  a  fact  which  should  have  a  tendency  to  better  the 
chances  or  placing  merchandise  on  the  local  markets.  American 
shoes,  hats,  ladies  and  gentlemen's  furnishings,  hardware  novelties, 
furniture,  stationery  goods,  household  articles,  groceries,  etc.,  are  all 
articles  of  daily  use  and  reasonably  large  consumption. 

The  market  for  agricultural  implements  is  limited  to  plows^  har- 
rows, and  hand  toofi.  The  iron  and  steel  companies  on  this  island 
consume  about  7,000,000  fire  bricks  of  various  sizes  and  shapes  each 
year.  The  bulk  of  the  present  supply  comes  from  Scotland,  and 
usually  arrives  with  a  breakage  of  about  15  per  cent.  The  mines  and 
the  steel  and  iron  companies  use  considerable  American  machinery 
in  their  plants,  and  are  always  ready  for  improvements. 

The  island  of  Cape  Breton  abounds  witn  excellent  facilities  for 
boating  and  fishing.  Some  30  motor  boats  are  in  use  in  Sydney. 
Not  one,  however,  was  made  entirely  in  the  United  States. 

The  Canadian  import  duty  on  boats  with  or  without  motors  is  25 
per  cent;  on  marine  motors,  27.5  per  cent.  Ijocal  facilities  for  in- 
stalling motors  and  building  boats  are  not  of  the  best.  To  introduce 
American  motors  or  conjplete  boats,  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  a 
local  agent  with  full  supplies  and  repairing  facilities. 

CANSO  AOBNCT. 

By  CoNSULAB  Agent  Alfred  W.  Hart. 

The  imports  fTom  the  United  States  during  the  past  calendar  year 
were  about  $15,540,  a  slight  increase  from  the  previous  year.  Thev 
consisted  of  machinery,  coal,  rubber  boots  and  shoes,  twine  and  fish 
netting,  wall  paper,  ingot  tin,  labels,  cyanide  and  bromo  salts,  grease, 
sewing  machmes,  books,  engine  oil,  woolen  goods,  rope,  copper,  set- 
tlers' effects,  statues,  telegraph  apparatus,  musical  instruments,  type- 
writers, sails,  clothing,  silverware,  etc. 
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The  year  1908  was  not  a  prosperous  one  for  Canso.  The  product 
of  line  fishing  was  the  smallest  known  in  volume,  considenng  the 
number  of  hands  employed. 

The  June  mackerel  fishing  was  about  the  largest  ever  known,  but 
fishermen  and  merchants  hSing  unprepared  for  handling  so  large  a 
quantity  much  of  the  catch  was  marketed  in  a  damaged  condition 
and  sold  for  small  prices;  but  even  under  these  conditions  many  did 
well.     The  fall  mackerel  catch  was  a  failure. 

The  fall  haddock  fishery  was  only  moderately  successful,  rough 
weather  having  interfered  seriously  and  the  fish  oeing  not  too  plen- 
tiful. 

An  important  business  in  smoked  haddock  has  developed  here,  and 
many  carloads  of  these  are  now  shipped  to  points  all  over  Canada, 
even  to  the  Pacific  coast,  and  the  prooabiUty  is  that  C'anso  will  soon 
exceed  Digby  in  the  volume  of  this  business. 

The  lobster  fishery  had  about  its  usual  volume  of  product,  and  on 
one  part  of  the  shore  near  here  there  was  an  appearance  of  young 
lobsters  in  unusual  numbers,  which  seems  to  indicate  that  the  govern- 
ment hatchery  is  beginning  to  make  its  influence'  felt  upon  the  catch. 
Very  high  prices  prevailed,  and  the  pioneer  packers  withdrew  from  the 
field  before  the  end  of  the  season.  They  may  not  resume  operations 
here.  The  business  of  packing  lobsters  is  believed  to  be  unprofitable 
to  all  concerned,  except  to  the  fishermen  who  catch  them. 

A  beginning  was  made  last  year  in  the  introduction  of  the  motor 
for  fishing  boats,  and  some  little  development  has  been  made  this 
season.  Much  more  development  would  have  occurred  but  for  the 
fact  that  the  fishermen  have  earned  nothing  for  improvements. 
Another  year  may  show  differerft  results,  and  it  is  predicted  that  the 
motor  fishing  boats  will  some  time  be  counted  by  nundreds,  as  they 
are  elsewhere.  There  are  now  8  motor  boats  here,  the  development 
of  a  year. 

LOmSBURO  AOBNCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  Henry  C.  V.  Le  Vatte. 

The  principal  industries  of  this  district  are  fishing,  lobster  canning, 
coal  shipping,  and  farming.  Cod,  haddock,  mackerel,  herring,  and 
lobsters  are  tne  principal  kmds  of  fish  caught  on  this  coast.  Of  cod, 
haddock,  and  mackerel  there  was  an  average  catch  during  the  past 
season.  Lobsters  were  more  plentiful  than  for  several  seasons  past, 
the  catch  being  one-third  larger  than  in  1907.  Herring  were  plentiful 
in  Babarouse  Bay,  but  very  scarce  on  other  parts  of  the  coast.  The 
fishermen  use  small  boats,  which  are  hauled  up  in  the  month  of 
November  and  fishing  stopped.  During  the  latter  part  of  December, 
1908,  a  few  fishermen  set  some  nets  and  got  quantities  of  medium- 
sized  herring  of  good  quaUty.  They  also  set  some  trawls  and  got 
good  hauls  of  coonsh  and  haddock,  which  proves  that  winter  fishing 
can  be  successfully  prosecuted  on  tnis  coast. 

A  laree  coal  company  uses  the  port  of  Ix)uisburg  during  the  winter 
season  for  shippingcoal  from  its  several  collieries  to  the  United  States 
and  local  ports.  During  the  past  vear  the  shipments  of  coal  to  the 
United  States  materially  decreased.  Shipments  of  culm  coal  to 
Boston  for  the  manufacture  of  gas  and  coke  decreased  from  60,000  tons 
per  month  in  1907  to  25,000  tons  per  month  in  1908. 
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Farming  is  prosecuted  on  a  small  scale  throughout  this  district. 
Crops  of  all  kinds  during  the  past  year  were  good.  Prices  of  farming 
produce  in  this  neighborhood  ruled  high,  and  many  of  the  farmers 
are  independent  as  a  result. 

PICTOU  AGENCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  John  R.  Da  vies. 

The  imports  into  Pictou  from  the  United  States  during  1908  were 
valued  at  $67,480,  consisting  in  part  of  machinery,  extracts,  manu- 
factures of  wood,  iron  and  steel,  fertiUzers, hardware,  coal  (anthracite), 
boots  and  shoes,  hats  and  caps,  marble,  oil,  fruit,  etc.  The  exports 
to  the  United  States  for  the  same  period  amoimted  to  $329,889.  The 
leading  articles  were  canned  lobsters,  gold  bullion,  fish  (salted  and 
fresh),  copper  ore,  grindstones,  etc. 

The  value  of  the  imports  is  considerably  imder  that  of  last  year, 
principally  that  of  dry  nides,  which  are  shipped  directly  from  Argen- 
tina, and  not,  as  in  other  years,  from  the  United  States.  In  former 
years  a  considerable  quantitv  of  raw  leaf  tobacco  was  imported, 
while  in  1908  only  a  very  small  quantity  was  received.  This  was  due 
in  part  to  the  competition  of  native-grown  leaf  and  the  closing  down 
of  the  factories  for  a  portion  of  the  year.  The  exports  show  an  increase 
of  over  $50,000,  prmcipally  in  gold  buUion,  but  a  decrease  in  fresh 
fish,  coal,  and  lumber. 

The  fishing  season  was  a  profitable  one  so  far  as  the  lobster  interest 
was  concerned.  There  were  24,728  cases  packed  in  this  district,  and 
shipments  to  the  value  of  $176,255  were  sent  to  the  United  States. 
A  decline  in  the  English  market  lat^r  in  the  season  was  a  disturbing 
element.  The  fishing  industry  of  the  Magdalen  Islands  was  a  com- 
parative failure. 

The  manufacturing  industries  had  a  fairly  good  year,  with  the 
exception  of  a  large  mining  and  smelting  company  whose  plant  was 
not  operated. 

The  collieries  in  the  district  worked  full  time  and  were  the  means 
of  putting  a  large  amount  of  money  into  circulation,  thereby  greatly 
benefiting  the  retail  trade  of  the  neighboring  towns  and  giving  the 
farming  population  ready  sale  for  all  its  commodities. 

PORT  HAWKBSBtJRY  AOBNCT. 

By  CoNSULAE  Agent  Alexander  Bain. 

The  local  fishermen  had  a  fairly  prosperous  season,  which  opened 
early  with  an  excellent  run  of  mackerel  along  the  coast,  a  large  quan- 
tity of  which  was  taken  and  sold  at  good  prices.  The  lobster  catch 
was  not  quite  up  to  that  of  1907,  but  prices  ranged  higher,  and  from  a 
financial  point  of  view  1908  proved  to  be  about  an  average  year. 

There  were  four  coal  companies  working  in  this  district  during  the 
past  season.  Two  of  these  produced  in  aU  257,050  tons,  an  increase 
over  1907.  Of  the  other  two,  one  was  practically  idle,  owing  to 
financial  conditions,  and  the  remaining  one  has  closed  down  its  pit, 
but  has  several  drills  at  work  prospecting  for  a  better  location  for 
shafts.  The  latter  company  is  composed  or  United  States  citizens  and 
has  spent  a  considerable  amount  of  money  during  the  past  year, 
employing  about  100  men. 
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There  is  a  cold-storage  plant  at  this  place,  completed  during  the 
year,  capable  of  handling  several  thousand  barrels,  which  is  now 
filled  with  fresh  fish  for  food  and  frozen  squid  for  bait.  There  is  also 
one  at  Mulgrave,  across  the  Strait  of  Canso,  capable  of  freezing  and 
storing  about  2,000  barrels,  which  is  also  nllea  with  fresh  fish  and 
frozen  squid'  bait.  The  squid  being  available  here  in  early  spring 
gives  vessels  on  their  way  to  the  fishing  grounds  a  chance  to  secure 
their  bait  fresh,  so  that  there  is  no  danger  of  it  spoiling  while  on  the 
way,  giving  those  plants  an  advantage  over  all  others. 

YARMOUTH. 

By  Consul  Alfbed  J.  Fleming. 

An  examination  of  commercial  conditions  in  Yarmouth  at  the  end 
of  1908  shows  that  the  year  was  one  of  reasonable  prosperity.  Al- 
though there  were  no  new  enterprises  undertaken  and  there  was  no 
great  expansion  in  business,  the  year  as  a  whole  more  than  fulfills  the 
promise  of  the  opening  months.  Owing  to  its  peculiar  geographical 
position  Yarmouth  has  not  ready  access  to  the  markets  or  Canada, 
nence  a  very  large  proportion  of  its  trade  is  with  the  United  States. 
Yarmouth  customs  figures  for  1908  show  that  out  of  a  total  foreign 
trade  of  $1,935,055  for  that  port  $1,309,133  was  with  the  United 
States.  For  this  reason  this  part  of  -Nova  Scotia,  perhaps  more 
quickly  than  any  other  portion  of  the  Dominion,  responds  to  the 
nnancial  conditions  of  the  United  States. 

Along  the  north  shore  some  quantities  of  apples  and  lumber  are 
shipped  directly  to  South  American  and  European  markets,  notably 
from  Digby,  Weymouth,  and  Annapolis  Royal,  yet  the  customs  sta- 
tistics from  6  of  the  7  Canadian  custom-houses  in  this  consular  dis- 
trict show  that  the  United  States  is  by  far  the  greatest  factor  in  the 
foreign  trade  of  this  section,  the  trade  being  as  follows : 


Port. 


Barrinffton  Passage 

Difby 

Lockport 

ghelbonie 

Weymouth 

Yannooth 

Total 


Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

From 
United 
States. 

Total. 

To 
United 
States. 

I9.fi00 
GO. 135 
6,611 
7.610 
27.790 
606.111 

19.193 
37.660 
6.687 
7.500 
16.754 
477,541 

172,860 
85,760 
12,462 
33,194 

236,392 
1,329.944 

$72, SCO 
20,300 
12, 4<)2 
i.2L9 
72,112 

831.592 

n6.757 

656,225 

1,770.612 

1,013,586 

DECBEASE   IN   SHIPMENTS  TO  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  this  district  as  shown  by  consular 
invoices  amounted  to  $517,445,  a  decrease  of  $275,180  from  1907. 
The  custom-house  figures,  however,  show  that  the  exports  for  the  two 
years  were  practicaUy  equal,  indicating  that  a  very  large  proportion 
of  the  exports  in  1908  was  sent  in  very  small  lots.  The  only  appre- 
ciable loss  in  exports  consulated  was  in  lobsters,  both  canned  and 
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live.  In  canned  lobsters  the  loss  was  $50,000,  and  the  realitj  of  this 
decrease  is  proved  by  custom-house  figures.  The  sale  of  this  article 
in  the  United  States  was  almost  a  complete  failure,  and  Yarmouth 
canners  suffered  considerable  losses.  There  are  now  large  quantities 
of  canned  lobsters  on  the  market  unsold,  which  will  undoubtedly 
keep  prices  low  for  the  present  season. 

In  live  lobsters,  however,  while  the  exports  as  shown  by  invoices 
fell  off  $219,000,  there  was  an  actual  increase  of  $18,000  according  to 
the  customs  figures.  This  discrepancy  is  partially  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  lobsters  shipped  to  Boston  by  way  or  Yarmouth  are  en- 
tered at  the  Yarmouth  custom-house,  when  in  many  cases  their  origin 
is  outside  of  this  consular  district  and  they  are  declared  in  other  dis- 
tricts. The  total  lobster  catch  was  equal  to  the  average,  and  prices 
were  very  good.  All  of  the  shipments  were  absorbed  by  the  American 
market. 

The  only  article  of  export  to  show  a  real  increase  in  1908  was  cod- 
fish, the  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  nearlv  doubling 
that  of  1907.  In  addition  to  the  other  exports,  fresh  nsh  caught 
by  American  vessels,  to  the  value  of  $11,017,  were  manifested  by  tnis 
office  for  shipment  to  Boston. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF   EXPORTS. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  the  Yarmouth  consular  district 
to  the  United  States  durmg  each  of  the  past  three  years  was  as 
follows: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

Apples 

$17,683 

516 

4,778 

49,332 
776 
11,261 
11,664 
13,360 

108,925 
260,292 
3,633 
2,117 
167 
7,180 
6,779 
9,247 

18,219 

30,960 

210,894 

7,074 

SO.  244 

Bark,  hemlock 

S323 

6,308 

43,457 

5,648 

•  6,492 

2,019 

10,645 

56,228 
177,541 
1,484 
2,090 
1,111 
4,000 
3,382 
7,076 

13,366 

47,418 

276,921 

13,440 

^ 

Cotton  waste 

1,788 
02,830 

Fish  and  fish  produots: 

Cod 

Haddock...                             ... 

5,476 
11,813 

Hake 

Halibut 

5,683 

Herring 

5,462 
52,264 

Lobsters- 
Canned 

Live 

50,067 

Mackerel 

8,113 

other 

8,176 

FlahhftftlM 

1,566 

Furs,  raw 

16,064 

Household  goods 

6,026 

Junk 

4,024 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Cord 

20,643 

T^t>is 

14,458 

Lumber .        

198,388 

All  other  articles 

1,481 

Total 

679,749 
25,763 

782,857 
9,768 

512, 187 

Returned  American  goods 

5,258 

Grand  total .* 

706,502 

792,626 

617,445 

TRADE   OF   YARMOUTH. 


The  value  of  the  exports  from  Yarmouth,  according  to  custom- 
house figures,   for   1908,   was  $1,329,944,   of  which  articles  worth 
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$831,592  went  to  the  United  States. 
by  countries,  were  as  follows: 


The  exports  of  principal  articles, 


Country. 

Cod. 

Lobsters. 

Lumber. 

other 
arUcles. 

Total. 

United  States 

$132,613 

$359,617 

$59,514 

151,897 

8,598 

$279,848 

$831,592 

ArrcnthM 

151,897 
47,272 
120,476 
178,707 

RHti<^  W«t  TndiM 

38,674 

United  Kingdom , 

120,476 

<Hhn  couotrle* -  - ^ 

87,110 

1,955 

89,642 

Total : 

258,397 

480,093 

221,964 

369,490 

1,329,944 

According  to  custom-house  figures  at  Yarmouth  there  were 
exported  cotton  fabrics  in  1908  amounting  to  $87,910.  The  coun- 
tries to  which  shipments  were  made  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Country. 


Value. 


Australia $11,210 

Bradl i  9,185 

Chile I  4,580 

Colombia i  1,780 

Ecuador '  2,250 

Germany 12,210 

Mezk» !  8,240 

New  Zealand 16,140 


Country. 


Nicaragua 

Panama 

Santo  Domingo . . . 

South  Africa 

Venezuela 

All  other  countries 

Total 


Value. 


$1,355 
2,445 
1,405 
2,150 
6,110 
8,850 


87,910 


No  import  figures  for  1907  are  available,  but  a  comparison  of  1906 
and  1908  from  the  Yarmouth  customs  records  shows  an  increase 
in  the  latter  year  of  $12,470.  Cottons,  iron,  metals,  foodstuffs,  fruits, 
woolens,  and  leather  are  the  principal  imports.  The  total  imports 
in  1908  at  the  port  of  Yarmouth  amounted  to  $605,111,  of  which 
the  United  States  furnished  articles  worth  $477,541,  and  the  United 
Kingdom,  $111,041.  The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of 
the  imports,  by  articles,  from  these  two  countries: 


Aitiotes. 


AutomobUea  and  Uoyloes 

Books  and  stationery 

Coal 

Cotton..^. 

Fuodslufls 

Fmits 

FamitarB 

Iron 


United 
States. 


$11,275 
10,557 
49,125 

179,747 
51,032 
35,402 
10,255 
60,037 


United 
King- 
dom. 


$5,943 


16,927 
9,234 
2,120 
1,120 

24,617 


Articles. 


.  Leather 

'  Marble 

I  Metals 

oils 

I  Wool 

All  other  articles 

Total 


United 
States. 


$9,927 
4,000 
12,703 
10,100 
497 
32,884 


477,541 


United 
King- 
dom. 


$2,734 


21,325 


12,209 
14, 812 


111,041 


AMERICAN  TOURISTS — BtANUFACTURES — HARBOR  IMPROVEMENTS. 

American  tourists,  who  contribute  in  no  small  degree  to  Nova 
Scotian  prosperity,  distributed  less  money  in  1908  than  in  1907. 
Only  31,112  persons  came  to  Yarmouth  hy  steamship  from  Boston 
in  1908,  a  decrease  of  1 ,409  from  1907.  This  does  not  show  the  entire 
actual  loss  in  tourist  trade,  as  a  large  proportion  of  passengers  in 
1908  was  Nova  Scotians  returning  to  their  native  coimtry  to  await 
more  favorable  trade  conditions  in  the  United  States. 
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Yarmouth  manufacturers  have  had  a  busy  year.  Factories  were 
run  to  their  full  capacities,  but  no  large  additions  were  made.  The 
principal  occurrence  of  interest  in  manufacturing  circles  was  the 
securing  of  a  contract  by  a  local  fhm  for  the  building  of  a  steel  tugboat. 
It  is  hoped  in  Yarmouth  that  this  will  lead  to  the  building  up  of  a 
large  industry  in  steel-ship  building^  which  will  take  the  place  of  the 
now  extinct  wooden-ship  building  mdustry,  to  which  the  town  still 
owes  in  great  part  its  wealth  and  prosperity. 

The  pubUc  works  department  has  taken  active  steps  to  improve 
the  Yarmouth  harbor.  For  five  months  a  dredge  has  been  at  work 
deepening  and  widening  the  channel  to  the  wharves,  which  are  now 
available  at  low  water  for  vessels  drawing  19  feet. 

ONTARIO. 
CORNWAIili. 

By  Consul  Henry  C.  A.  Damm. 

This  consular  district  comprises  the  coimties  of  Dimdas,  Stormont, 
and  Glengarry^  the  extreme  southeastern  comer  of  the  Province  of 
Ontario.  Durmg  1908  the  district  suflFered  commercially  and  indus- 
trially from  the  depression  ever3rwhere  prevalent^  but  no  serious 
injury  was  done.  The  mills  and  factories  continued  operations 
throughout  the  year,  though  some  were  compelled  to  shorten  the 
mmiter  of  hours  of  labor  per  week  and  others  to  accept  contracts  for 
lower  quaUty  of  goods  than  customarily  turned  out  and  to  be  satisfied 
with  smaller  profits;  but  only  a  few  were  compelled  to  reduce  the 
working  force  and  no  reduction  of  waged  was  reported. 

The  leading  manufacturing  concerns  in  this  district  are :  Canada 
Colored  Cotton  Mills,  employing  1,300  hands  and  consuming  about 
10,000  bales  of  raw  cotton;  Toronto  Paper  Mill,  employing  160  hands 
and  making  its  own  pulp,  60  per  cent  of  which  is  from  wood  and  40 
percent  from raes;  McGillChair  Factory,  employing  75 men;  Canada 
Tin  Plate  and  Sheet  Steel  Company,  which  began  operations  in  1907 
and  is  the  only  mill  of  its  kind  in  the  Dominion,  being  located  at 
Morrisburg  and  employing  150  to  175  men;  Howard  &  Cowan  Stove 
Foundry,  Morrisburg,  employing  40  men;  Canadian  Condensing 
Company,  Chestervifle,  employing  20  to  25  hands  and  producing 
condensed  milk  and  cream;  and  Munro  &  Macintosh  Carnage  Com- 
pany, Alexandria,  employing  140  workmen. 

None  of  the  products  of  these  factories  is  sold  in  the  United  States; 
some  cotton  goods  go  to  Australia,  and  the  remainder  is  for  home 
consumption. 

DAIBYING   THE   CHIEF   INDUSTRY. 

The  chief  industry  of  this  district  is  dairying,  no  other  section  of 
Ontario  being  so  largely  devoted  to  this  source  or  farm  revenue.  The 
industry  was  as  prosperous  in  1908  as  in  1907.  There  are  215  to  220 
cheese  and  butter  factories  within  the  limits  of  the  three  counties. 
The  sale  of  the  bulk  of  their  output  is  made  through  the  *' cheese 
boards,"  of  which  there  are  six,  though  some  cheese  and  butter  is 
sold  privately.  The  boards  sell  to  Montreal  buyers,  who  purchase 
for  tne  English  markets.     The  district  produced  in  1908  approxi- 
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mately  18,400,000  pounds  of  cheese,  which  sold  at  an  average  price 
of  1  Iff  cents  per  pound.  About  six  new  factories  were  erected 
during  1908  and  about  $21,000  was  invested  in  new  buildings  and 
improvements. 

The  data  as  to  the  production  of  butter  were  not  obtainable,  but 
it  is  very  much  less  than  that  of  cheese. 

The  articles  of  import  into  the  port  of  Cornwall  from  the  United 
States  in  1908  were  valued  at  S128,452,  and  consisted  of  the  follow- 
ing: Coal,  $27,852;  general  merchandise,  $25,134;  sheet  steel  bars, 
$65,610;  settlers'  eflFects,  $6,400;  grain,  $1,921;  and  animal  prod- 
ucts, $1,535. 

EXPORTS   TO   THE   UNFFED   STATES. 

The  total  value  of  exports  declared  from  Cornwall  to  the  United 
States  in  1908  was  $48,633,  agamst  $72,312  in  1907.  The  value,  by 
articles,  in  each  of  the  two  years  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 


1907. 


Animals,  live I  $12,184 

Drags. 6,388 

Hides  and  skins 32, 956 

Hay I  1,267 

Bomebold  goods 5,368 


1908. 


$4,031 
1,130 

20,347 
1,235 

11,462 


Articles. 


Lumber 

Machinery 

All  other  articles.. 


Total. 


1907. 


$6,332 


72,312 


1906. 


$5,110 
2,420 

7,817  I         2,898 


48,633 


The  notable  decrease  in  almost  all  of  the  articles  of  export  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  home  markets  are  developing  rapidly  in  this  section 
and  that  ready  sale  is  found  here  for  articles  formerly  exported  to 
the  United  States.  Horses,  for  instance,  are  in  demand  in  the  local 
markets  and  the  prices  of  hides  and  skins  in  the  United  States  were 
not  high  enough  during  1908  to  induce  large  shipments. 

FORT  ERIE. 

By  Consul  Horace  J.  Harvey. 

On  accoimt  of  high  prices  prevailing  in  the  United  States,  Canadian 
oats  for  the  first  time  found  a  market  there  in  1908,  although  subiect 
to  a  duty  of  15  cents  per  bushel.  The  lumber  exports  increased  in 
value  from  $6,813  in  1907  to  $35,564  in  1908.  There  were  1,000 
more  lambs  shipped  to  the  United  States  in  1908  than  in  the  previous 
year.  A  few  thousand  bushels  of  barley  and  buckwheat  found  a 
market  in  Buffalo. 

On  account  of  the  financial  depression  there  was  a  falling  off  in  the 
export  values  of  many  articles.  The  value  of  hides  shipped  to  the 
United  States  m  1908  was  $32,020,  against  $68,068  in  1907.  Only 
51  horses  were  exported  to  the  United  States  in  1908,  against  102 
in  the  previous  year.  There  was  also  a  decrease  in  the  shipments  of 
cattle,  the  values  falling  from  $150,967  to  $26,828.  Hay  commands 
a  high  price  for  the  reason  that  so  many  race  horses  are  sent  here 
during  the  racing  season.  The  yield  in  this  vicinity  was  500  pounds 
more  per  acre  than  in  1907.  Farmers  find  a  good  market  for  their 
general  produce,  as  200  or  300  American  families  spend  the  summers 
on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 
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COMMEBCIAL  RELATIONS. 
EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED   STATES. 


The  declared  value  of  exports  of  Canadian  products  to  the  United 
States  from  this  consular  district  in  1908  was  $861,721,  against 
$586,727  in  1907.     The  value  of  returned  American  goods  in  1908 


was  $200,541,  the  goods  consisting  of  the  following  principal  articles: 
Race  horses,  valued  at  $157,715;  contractors"  outfits,  $20,094; 
household  effects,  $10,364;  automobiles,  $2,220;  and  paintings, 
$2,000. 

The  value,  by  articles,  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908 
was  as  follows : 


Articles. 

Value. 

j                             Articles. 

Value. 

$26,828 

16,440 

156,926 

3,000 

6,281 
2,618 

13.353 

429,841 

8,325 

14,451 
2,316 

21,822 

32,020 
6,848 
9,983 

29,363 

1  Steel,  scrap 

$10,965 
1,145 
3,716 

Cattle 

8ton<^  and  sand  . . . 

Horses 

1  Tobacco '.  '. 

Lambs 

Vegetables: 

Beans 

Automobiles 

14,818 
897 

Breadstuffs: 

Peas 

Barley 

Turnips : 

1,103 

Buckwheat 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Lumber 

Flour 

35.564 

Oats 

Shingles    .  .  - 

5,675 
1,754 
5,769 

Oat  hulls 

Timber '.. 

Emigrants'  effects 

1  All  other  articles. . 

Fertilizers               

1            Total 

Fish 

861,721 
200,541 

Hides 

Returned  American  goods 

Poultry ^ 

'           Grand  t^tal . . 

Rubber,  scrap 

1,062,262 

Seeds 

PRICES   OF   PRODUCTS    SHIPPED  TO  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  average  declared  value  per 
unit  of  the  principal  Canadian  products  exported  from  Fort  Erie  to 
the  United  States  in  1907  and  1908,  respectively: 


Articles. 


Beans. per  bushel. . 

Buckwheat do 

Cattle per  head. . 

Clover  and  grass  seeds,  per  100 

pounds 

Hides per  100  pounds. . 

Horses per  head.. 

Lambs do 


1907.    I    1908. 


11.80 


15.67 

7.38 

9.15 

280.00 

5.00 


11.65 

.60 

15.76 

11.25 

7.57 

300.00 

5.00 


Articles. 


Lumber pe:  M  feet. . 

Oats .^ per  bushel.. 

Oat  hulls per  ton. . 

Poultry,  live per  100  pounds . . 

Rubber,  scrap do 

Steel,  scrap per  ton.. 

Rags per  pound.. 


1907.       1908. 


$17.50  :    $18.75 


13.56 
8.60 
7.75 

10.00 
.04 


17.50 
8.40 
1L75 
12.00 
.08 


HAMILTON. 

By  Consul  James  M.  Shepard. 

The  year  1908  was  one  of  extreme  stringency  to  manufacturers, 
dealers,  and  the  laboring  classes,  which  was  not  relieved  by  a  pro- 
portionate reduction  in  the  cost  of  living.  Rents  were  somewhat 
reduced  for  the  cheaper  class  of  dweUings,  but  farm  and  garden 
products,  groceries,  fuel,  and  clotliing  were  at  the  high  prices  of  1906 
and  1907. 

Many  factories  were  closed  for  a  time,  while  others  were  operated 
on  short  hours  or  fewer  days  per  week,  and  private  and  organized 
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charities  were  heavily  drawn  upon;  but  there  were  very  few  business 
failures,  and  none  of  established  industries.  The  only  increases 
were  in  the  sales  of  automobiles  and  in  the  output  of  motor  boats. 
The  completion  of  the  Hamilton  and  Brantford  Electric  Railway 
brought  a  material  gain  to  the  shops  and  general  business  of  the  city, 
and  a  new  boat,  the  Stradacona,  500  feet  long  and  of  11,000  tons 
burden,  built  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  was  added  to  the  fleet  of  the  Inland 
Navigation  Company,  now  consisting  of  11  steamers. 

LEADING  INDUSTRIES CHEAP   ELECTRIC    POWER. 

The  principal  industries  of  this  consular  district  are  manufacturing 
and  agriculture.  Chief  among  the  products  of  the  former  are  agri- 
cultural implements,  cotton  cloths,  clothing,  shoes,  tobacco  and 
ci^rs,  silver  and  plated  wares,  whisky,  air  brakes  and  electric  sup- 

f)hes,  carriages,  carpets,  and  iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  there- 
rom.  The  chief  agricultural  products  are  fruit,  high-grade  and 
thoroughbred  stock,  wool,  cheese,  and  the  output  of  mixed  farming. 
Cheese,  apples,  and  cured  meats  are  exported  to  Great  Britain  •  agn- 
cultural  implements,  cured  meats,  cheese,  and  whisky  to  the  British 
colonies;  wool  to  the  United  States,  and  cotton  duck  to  all  countries. 

Raw  materials  not  found  in  Canada  are  chiefly  imported  from  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain;  cotton,  coal,  iron  ore,  iron,  brass, 
and  leather  from  the  former,  and  woolen  clotns,  tin  plate,  and  iron 
from  the  latter.  The  woolen  industry  has  been  practically  destroyed 
by  the  competition  of  Great  Britain,  under  the  preferential  tariff, 
llie  largest  operator  in  wools  in  Ontario  states  that  more  than  100 
mills  are  closed  and  that  a  plant  in  this  district  which  cost  $750,000 
finds  no  purchaser  at  $75,000. 

Except  in  the  woolen  industry  manufacturing  has  developed 
phenomenally,  especially  in  protected  and  subsidized  industries, 
since  the  introduction  of  cheap  electric  power  by  the  Cataract  Power 
Company  in  1899.  This  company  obtains  its  power  from  Decew 
Falls,  34  miles  from  Hamilton,  and  undersells  all  competitors,  in- 
cluding the  Ontario  government. 

In  1906  the  government  appointed  a  commission  to  consider  and, 
if  practicable,  to  take  charge  of,  the  transmission  of  electric  power 
from  Niagara  Falls  to  the  manufacturing  centers  of  Ontario,  to  be 
furnished  to  civic  corporations  at  the  lowest  cost  at  which  it  was 
found  to  be  obtainable.  The  work  is  well  under  way,  and  promises 
material  advantage  to  most  of  the  cities  in  southern  Ontario  from 
Toronto  to  Windsor. 

The  cities  of  Hamilton,  and  Brantford  have  recently  closed  new 
contracts  with  the  Dominion  Power  and  Transmission  Company, 
successor  to  the  Cataract  Power  Company,  upon  a  guarantee  that 
power  will  be  furnished  10  per  cent  cheaper  than  the  government 
price,  now  or  hereafter,  not  only  to  the  civic  corporation  but  also  to 
private  users. 

TRADE  OPPORTUNITIES. 

The  chief  industries  in  Hamilton  are  owned  and  controlled  in  the 
United   States,   and   23   manufacturing  corporations  have   branch 
plants  here  to  supply  the  Canadian  trade. 
18077— c  R  1908— VOL  2 « 
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COMMEBCIAL  BELATIONS. 


A  statement  recently  given  out  by  The  Greater  Hamilton  Associa- 
tion claims  for  the  city  425  factories,  ^at  and  small,  giving  employ- 
ment to  6,500  males  and  12,500  femsdes,  with  an  invested  capital  of 
$22,000,000,  and  an  annual  output  of  $32,000,000.  The  report  for 
1907  gave  the  number  of  resident  Americans  as  3,000. 

There  is  no  prejudice  shown  toward  Americans  or  American  goods, 
and  this  market  is  as  accessible  as  Michigan.  There  is  no  tax  on 
salesmen,  and  no  distinctions  are  sought  or  made.  Collections  are 
as  easily  enforced  as  in  the  United  States,  and  the  people  prefer 
many  tands  and  styles  of  American  goods.  The  department  stores 
send  their  buyers  to  New  York  every  season;  dressmakers  and 
milliners  attend  the  spring  and  fall  openings,  and  do  not  ne^ect  to 
advertise  their  going;  and  no  salesman  should  turn  at  BuflFalo  or 
Niagara  Falls  without  visiting  this  and  neighboring  cities,  if  they 
carry  suitable  wares  and  such  lines  as  may  compete  with  the  offerings 
of  Grermany  and  Great  Britain.  The  bulk  of  ready-made  and  semi- 
ready  suits  for  ladies  sold  here  is  from  Grermany,  but  American 
styles  are  preferred  by  the  well  to  do. 

If  desirable  goods  are  fairly  shown,  at  prices  that  allow  a  fair  profit 
and  if  care  is  taken  that  the  articles  are  up  to  sample  and  as  good  as 
represented,  there  is  no  less  permanence  m  a  trade  connection  here 
than  in  the  United  States. 

EXPORTS    TO    THE    UNIFED    STATES. 

The  exports  from  this  consular  district,  to  the  United  States  in 
1908,  including  returned  goods,  were  valued  at  $1,206,965,  against 
$1,579,193  in  the  previous  year.  Included  in  tne  shipments  of 
returned  goods  from  Hamilton  are  horses  to  the  value  or  $150,785. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  articles  of  export  to  the  United 
States  in  1908  from  Hamilton  and  the  agencies  at  Brantford  and 
Gait  and  their  value : 


Articles. 


HAMILTON. 

Cattle 

Hones 

Sheep 

Brass  cUppiogs 

Breadstims: 

Barley 

Oat  hulls 

Casings,  sausage 

Cotton: 

Raw 

Waste 

Emigrants'  effects 

FertlUters 

Furs,  raw 

Grease 

Hides 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of: 

Machinery 

St«el 

Jewelers '  sweepings 

Platinum,  scrap 

Rap 

RuDber,  scrap 

Seeds: 

Bluegrass 

Clover 

Orass 


Value. 


t2,300 

1,325 

960 

3,501 

2,972 

520 

8,035 

3,000 
1,161 
59,284 
23,652 
2,554 
3,325 
13,767 

'  1,585 
1,6©7 
4,090 
2,760 
3,121 
8,030 

8,603 
8,613 
3,202 


Articles. 


Skins: 
Calf. 

Tea. 


HAMILTON— continued. 


Tin,  waste 

Tobacco 

^^-hlsky •. 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Lath 

Lumber 

Wool 

All  other  articles 


Total 

Bullion: 

Gold 

SUver 

Returned  American  goods. 


Grand  total. 


BRANTFORD. 


Animals,  live. 

Bones 

Breadstufb: 

Flour 

Oat  hulls. 


Value. 


S10,975 
1,353 
3,297 
2,368 
2,868 
5,436 

1,500 
20,869 
40,63(> 
10,207 


276,744 

11.073 
26,480 
209,032 


523,329 


10,000 
2,500 

6,366 
11,019 
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Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

BBANTroBi>— continued. 
Cafffng!?,  hog 

t2,864 

25,499 

19,761 

1,055 

2,621 

3,063 

141,966 

3,087 

5,864 

5,943 

8,650 

2,448 

12,237 

5,730 

59,290 

OALT. 

Animals: 

Cattle 

93,350 

Emifn'ants'  effects 

Horses 

7,075 
1,490 

FeruDxos 

flh^pftndl^FTibfl....      ,    ,.      

Ginfwntr 

Bones. . .'. 

2,572 

Grease 

Breadstufls: 

Flour 

Hair 

8,802 

Hides 

Oat  hulls 

23,457 

llAnhinAry  _               

Other 

7,007 

Milk  curds 

Emigrants'  effects 

22,582 
11,247 

Skins  

Hair 

Tankaep 

Hides  and  skins 

84,571 

Tea 

Vegetables 

30,826 

Turnips 

Whisky 

107,913 
9,850 

Twine 

Wool 

All  other  articles 

All  other  articles 

15,106 

Total 

Total 

330,813 
10,761 

335,857 

Retorned  American  goods 

Returned  American  goods 

6,205 

Grand  total 

Grand  total 

341,574 

342,062 

Total  for  district 

1,206,965 

The  total  value  of  imports  into  Hamilton  in  1908  was  $10,069,107, 
a  decrease  from  1907  of  $3,864,502.  The  value  of  dutiable  goods 
entered  for  consumption  was  $5,255,137,  a  decrease  of  $3,087,162, 
and  of  free  goods  $4,813,970,  a  loss  of  $777,340.  The  total  amount 
of  duties  collected  during  the  year  was  $1,271,813,  a  decrease  of 
$616,959  from  1907. 

KINGSTON. 

By  Consul  Howard  D.  Van  Sant. 

On  July  1,  1908,  the  Kingston  district  was  enlarged  so  as  to  extend 
about  150  miles  alonff  the  St.  Lawrence  River  and  Lake  Ontario 
from  west  of  BrockvilTe  to  beyond  Trenton,  running  north  to  about 
half  way  between  Kingston  and  Ottawa.  The  distnct  now  embraces 
the  former  Picton  agency  of  the  vacated  Belleville  consulate,  and 
includes  the  Trenton  and  Deseronto  agencies,  formeriy  in  the  feelle- 
ville  district. 

Commercially  the  past  year  in  Kingston  and  vicinity  was  full  of 
promise  and  possibility  of  development,  yet  as  a  whole  the  actual 
process  was  not  above  the  average.  There  is  evidence  of  a  greater 
desire  for  the  development  of  Canadian  resources,  and  special  effort 
for  future  development  is  apparent.  In  the  opening  of  commercial 
and  other  opportunities  American  capital  and  enterprise  often  play 
an  important  part.  However,  Canadian  commercial  independence 
is  aimed  at,  and  Americans  desiring  to  invest  or  locate  in  Canada 
would  do  well  to  take  notice  of  this  spirit. 


PUBLIC   IMPROVEMENTS. 


During  the  past  year  a  proposition  made  by  American  capitalists 
to  the  city  of  Kingston  to  build  a  $600,000  hotel,  on  condition  that  a 
$100,000  guarantee  and  other  tax  exemptions  and  free  land  grant  be 
made,  was  met  with  a  Canadian  proposal  for  a  less  expensive  hotel, 
more  suitable  to  the  city's  needs,  with  the  same  $100,000  guarantee 
and  less  exacting  exemptions  as  to  land  and  taxes.     It  is  likely  that 
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the  hotfel,  if  built,  will  be  erected  by  Canadian  capital  under  local 
control,  unless  the  American  offer  mentioned  is  considerably  modified. 

The  locomotive  works  here  has  enlarged  its  plant  by  spending 
S250,000  and  increased  its  pay  roll  to  contain  nearly  800  employees. 
Orders  for  locomotives  have  l)een  received  sufficient  to  run  it  for  two 
years.  The  present  output  is  4  locomotives  per  month.  Much  of 
the  machinery  used  in  these  works  is  of  American  manufacture  and  the 
skilled  labor  is  made  up  of  many  present  and  former  Americans. 

A  mining  company  organized  on  a  considerable  scale  by  American 
promotors  was  reorganized  under  Canadian  control.  It  is  proposed 
to  erect  a  large  smelter  at  Kingston  during  the  coming  year.  There 
is  a  limited  demand  for  American  mining  machinery  m  this  district. 

A  large  fire  in  Kingston  in  December,  1908,  destroyed  a  piano 
factory  employing  60  hands  and  claiming  to  turn  out  over  1,000 
pianos  annually.  A  contract  for  138  pianos  for  the  holidays  was 
canceled.  This  disaster,  involving  a  loss  of  $110,000,  partly  covered 
by  insurance,  will  make  a  temporary  market  for  pianos  in  this  city 
and  district.  As  the  city  proposes  to  vote  a  bonus  of  $10,000  for  the 
rebuilding  of  the  plant  it  is  likely  that  the  factory  will  be  rebuilt  on  a 
larger  sccue  and  will  be  in  running  order  in  less  than  two  years. 

MARKET   FOR   UNrTED   STATES    GOODS. 

In  this  district  will  be  foutid  a  market  for  the  following  American 
goods:  Wood  manufactures,  mineral  oils,  iron  and  steel  goods,  motors, 
motor-boat  appurtenances  and  machinery,  marine  engines,  carriages, 
wagons,  automobiles  in  limited  numbers,  typewriters,  dru^s,  toilet 
articles,  hardware,  machinists'  tools,  boilers  and  engines,  windmills, 
wire  fencing,  concrete  and  masons'  tools,  steam  road  rollers  and 
scrapers,  cotton  goods  and  fabrics,  millinery,  tailor-made  clothing, 
hats,  caps,  capes,  gloves,  silk  and  silk-made  goods,  ready-made 
clothing,  plows,  cultivators,  rakes,  binders,  the  farming  implements 
to  be  sola  at  prices  to  compete  with  American  branch  factories  in 
Canada;  dairy  machinery,  cream  separators,  guns,  rifles,  revolvers, 
sporting  goods  of  all  kinds,  musical  instruments,  toys,  staple  groceries, 
canned  goods  of  high  grade,  American  ham,  bacon,  and  lard,  crackers 
and  biscuit,  high-grade  American  lager  beer,  American  wines,  books 
and  stationery,  glassware,  silver-plated  and  electro-plated  ware, 
paints  and  brushes,  printing  presses,  sewing  machines,  hi^h-grade 
pianos,  boots  and  shoes,  rubber  goods,  and  all  other  commodities  and 
manufactured  goods  generally  sold  in  the  northern  section  of  the 
United  States  would  find  a  sale  of  more  or  less  extent  along  the 
Canadian  border  districts.  The  tariff  and  cost  of  delivery,  together 
with  the  natural  preference  for  home  trade,  must  be  taken  into 
account  and  wherever  practicable  the  goods  should  be  of  equal  qual- 
ity and  of  equal  or  lower  price  than  Canadian,  English,  or  Grerman 
articles. 

Sales  of  American  goods,  notwithstanding  the  British  preferential 
tariff  and  a  certain  degree  of  adverse  commercial  sentiment,  will 
increase  if  the  price,  quality,  usefulness  of  design  and  durability  of 
the  article  offered  compare  favorably  with  those  of  Canadian, 
English,  or  German  make,  and  unless  there  is  a  more  pronounced 
discrimination  than  heretofore,  the  natural  conditions  of  trade, 
coupled  with  the  present  producing  power  of  the  United  States, 
will  continue  to  give  American  goods  first  place  in  the  border  markets. 
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APPLES   AND  HAY — CHEESE   OUTPUT — GRAIN   RECEIPTS. 


While  the  early  promise  of  the  apple  and  hay  crop  in  this  district 
was  above  the  average,  the  yield  was  short.  Two  years  of  short  hay 
crops  are  likely  to  keep  the  prices  unusually  high,  from  $12  to  $20 

Ser  ton.     Three  years  ago,  with  abundant  crops,  hay  was  selling  at 
6  to  $9  per  ton.     Owing  to  the  high  price  or  hay  the  exportation 
through  tnis  consulate  has  about  ceased  for  the  time. 

The  cheese  output  fell  off  during  the  year  owing  largely  to  the  poor 
hay  and  fodder  crop  of  the  previous  year.  Some  cheese  factories 
had  to  close  for  want  of  milk.  For  this  district  the  production 
of  cheese  amounted  to  29,7a7,292  pounds,  with  a  value  of  $3,498,193. 
The  short  production  caused  a  rise  in  price  to  11.80  cents  per  pound 
on  the  average,  the  highest  in  ten  years.  The  total  exports  of  cheese 
from  the  Dominion  in  1908  amounted  in  value  to  $18,987,340,  as 
compared  with  $20,186,398  in  1907  and  $25,999,034  in  1906,  a  de- 
crease of  $7,011,694  as  compared  with  1906. 

In  Kingston,  owing  to  a  light  epidemic  of  smallpox  during  the  year, 
some  90  cases  being  treated,  the  city  council  has  a  deficit  of  over 
$10,000  to  meet.  The  present  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  city  is 
$1,221,574.  The  assets  are  the  city  properties  and  public  buildings, 
light  plant,  waterworks,  a  sinking  fund  of  $116,000  and  $10,000 
waterworks  fund  in  the  bank.  The  total  city  assessed  valuation 
for  1908  was  $8,653,625  and  the  population  of  the  city  19,173.  The 
total  ^ain  receipts  for  the  port  or  Kingston  were  14,766,054  bushels, 
a  fallmg  off  or  500,000  bushels  from  the  previous  year.  Over 
13,000,000  bushels  were  transshipped  in  barges  from  here  to  Montreal. 
The  coal  receipts  from  the  United  States  amounted  to  37,993  tons. 


TRADE    WITH   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  Canadian  customs  statistics  are  compiled  for  the  country  at 
lai^e  and  are  not  separated  by  ports,  except  by  special  request  or 
favor.  The  consular  statistics  for  the  nrst  six  months  of  last  year  are 
for  the  old  consular  district,  Arhile  those  for  the  last  six  months  include 
the  enlai^ed  district.  From  estimates  based  on  the  figures  for  1906 
and  reports  received  from  custom-houses  and  other  sources  it  is 
thought  that  the  imports  amounted  in  1908  to  over  $2,000,000,  of 
which  about  three-fourths,  or  $1,500,000,  are  the  products  or  manu- 
factures of  the  United  States.  Of.  these  imports  a  little  more  than 
one-half  are  dutiable  and  the  other  free. 

The  declared  exports  from  Kingston  to  the  United  States  in  1908 
were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Animals,  live 

Bones 

EmigTBnts'  effects 

Feidipar 

Fmflbers. 

Fish,  fresh 

Purs,  raw  and  dressed. 

Hair 

Iron  rivets 

Jttnk 


Value. 


17,011 
1,445 

23,260 

32,161 
1,427 

30,613 
2,737 
1,730 
2.314 
1,946 


Articles. 


Lumber,  shingles,  etc 

Mica 

Rubber,  scrajp 

Vessels,  repairs 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods. 

Grand  total 


Value. 


$20,864 
2,510 
18,504 
3,650 
88,050 


238,240 
74,670 


312,910 
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COMMERCIAL  BELATIONS. 


The  leading  exports  from  the  Deseronto  agency  to  the  United 
States  in  1908  consisted  of  household  effects  worth  $3,107;  laths, 
$1,428 ;  and  lumber,  $4,843. 

TRENTON  AGENCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  Stephen  J.  Young. 

The  chief  imports  into  Trenton  in  1908  were  coal  worth  $9,817; 
machinery,  $6,977;  and  woolens,  $2,694.  There  are  many  canning 
factories,  and  paper  and  cement  mills  in  this  district,  the  machinery 
for  which  was  suppUed  bv  the  United  States,  and  considerable  mining 
and  wood-working  machinery  was  furnished  besides.  In  view  or 
the  proposed  construction  of  the  Trent  Canal  by  a  series  of  dams  along 
the  river  Trent,  which  has  a  fall  of  over  350  feet  in  30  miles,  various 
kinds  of  machinery  similar  to  that  used  in  the  plants  at  Niagara 
Falls  will  be  required,  and  as  there  will  be  at  least  10  dams  there 
should  be  a  good  field  for  American  manufacturers  in  this  line. 
There  should  be  also  a  readysale  for  cotton  goods,  as  the  retail  prices 
here  appear  higher  than  in  the  United  States,  and  the  quaUty  of  the 
goods  IS  not  so  good. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  this  agency  to  the  United 
States  in  1908  was  $188,598,  consisting  of  the  foUowing  articles: 


Articles. 


Animals:  Cattle 

A  pples 

Arsenic 

Bullion,  gold  and  silver 

Concentrates 

Hides 

Household  effects 

Ore,  gold 

Peas 

Tin,  scrap 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 
Lumber 


Value. 


11, 
3, 

13, 

61, 
2, 

42, 
6, 
3, 
4, 


13,348 


Articles. 


Wood,  and  manufactures  of— Cont'd, 

Poles 

Pulp  wood 

Whfaky 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods 

Grand  total 


Value. 


S8,231 
3,357 

16,614 
5,546 


176,360 
12,238 


188,596 


NIAGARA  FAIiLS. 

By  Consul  William  H.  H.  Webstee. 

Commercially  this  district  prospered  during  1908,  several  new 
industries  having  started  up,  while  others  were  in  course  of  con- 
struction. One  of  the  most  prominent  was  a  plant  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  cyanamid,  which  has  a  capacity  of  40,000  tons  per  annum, 
but  will  ultimately  be  increased  to  80,000  tons.  This  is  an  American 
concern,  with  headquarters  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  Another  new  indus- 
try put  in  operation  was  that  for  manufacturing  corsets  with  steel 
stays,  a  substitute  for  whalebone.  The  factory  gives  employment 
to  150  hands,  and  has  300  women  in  various  sections  or  Canada 
taking  measurements  and  orders. 

Another  new  project  was  the  completion  of  the  extension  of  the 
trolley  Une  from  Thorold  to  Fort  Hill,  a  distance  of  14  miles.  This 
Une  when  completed  will  run  from  Niagara  Falls  to  Welland. 

The  Canadian  Ethenite  Company  completed  its  building  at  a  cost 
of  $250,000  for  the  manufacture  of  carbide,  a  product  used  for  Ughting 
purposes. 
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EXPOBT8   TO   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  Niagara  Falls  to  the  United 
Stated  for  1908  was  $1,914,483.  The  articles  and  their  values  were 
as  follows : 


Articles. 


Animals: 

Horses 

Sheep  and  lambs 

Apples 

Bones , 

Bresdstufb: 

Bran , 

Floor 

Oat  halls 

Chicle  gum 

Ptah..: 

Graphite 

Hair 

Hides 

HoQsdiold  effects 

Paper,  buUding 

RaDber,scrap 


Value. 


$6,789 
2,458 
5,821 
1,098 

8,425 
81,053 
27,065 
203,204 
10,092 

6,903 
13,409 
38,326 
35,638 

7,547 

3,875 


Articles. 


Seeds , 

SUlcon 

Sulphur 

Twine 

Tobacco 

Vegetables 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Lumber 

Staves 

Wood  pulp 

AU  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods. 

Grand  total 


Value. 


$1,349 

134,939 

1,204 

856,196 

3,009 

2,266 

17,508 
21,025 
143,840 
200,163 


1,834,002 
80,481 


li' 
1,914,483 


ORILIilA. 

By  Consul  Harst  P.  Dill. 

The  total  trade  of  the  OrilUa  consular  district  with  the  United 
States  for  1908  amounted  in  value  to  $8,528,150,  of  which  $1,753,488 
represented  imports  and  $6,774,662  exports.  The  imports  showed  a 
decrease  of  $491,361  and  the  exports  a  decrease  of  $1,241,445  from 
1907.     From  South  America  hides  valued  at  $1,327,639  were  im- 

Eorted,  an  increase  of  $583,543  over  1907.     The  articles  of  import 
'om  the  United  States  during   1908,  with  their  values,  were  as 
foUow^s: 


ArUcles. 


OBILUA. 

Adds,  tanners' 

Automobiles 

Books  and  stationery 

Brass  and  copper,  manufactures  of 

Coal  and  coke 

Cotton  and  wool,  manufactures  of. 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Emigrants'  effects 

Food  products 

Vun 

Hides 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Engines 

Hardware,  carriage 

ICadiinery 

Wire 

Other 

Oil,  cod 

Paints  and  oils 

Pq>er,  manoliactmes  of. 

Snorting  goods 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Lumber 

other.. 

AU  other  articles 

.     Total 


Value. 


$179,577 
1,170 
1,685 
2,502 

65,832 
8,022 
1,208 
9,087 
6,520 
4,481 

45,949 

7,469 
10,858 
11,103 

1,283 
15,040 
17,848 
11,962 

1,506 

1,234 

13,609 
1,910 
6,459 


426,494 


Articles. 


MIDLAND. 

Agricultural  Implements 

Coal 

Coke , 

Com 

Ore 

Steel,  structural 

Total 

NOBTH  BAT. 

Boots  and  Shoes. 

Coal  and  coke 

Cotton  and  wool,  manufactures  of. 

Food  products 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Machinery 

Other , 

Settlers'  effects 

Sewer  and  water  pipe 

Wood,  manufactures  of 

Other  articles 

Total 

Grand  total 


Value. 


$6,000 
312,375 

73,500 
112,000 
240,000 
100,000 


843,875 


14,560 

320,900 

3,000 

45,000 

12,500 
74,044 
3,975 
1,250 
1,890 
6,000 
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GOMMEBCIAL  BELATIOHS. 


SHIPMENTS   TO   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908 
from  this  district,  including  Orillia  and  the  agencies  at  Midland, 
North  Bay,  and  Parry  Sound,  is  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 


OBILUA. 

Bark,  hemlock 

BoneB 

FerUliiers 

Furs 

Hair,  cattle 

Hides 

Household  goods 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Machinery 

Rails,  old. 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Laths 

Lumber- 
White  pine 

other 

Pickets 

Shingles 

All  other  articles 

Total 

lODLAND. 

Animals:  Horses 

Household  effects 

Wood,  manuf^Kstures  of: 

Laths 

Lmnbei^ 

Pine 

Spruce 

other 

Pickets 

Total 


Value. 


S21,328 
406 
3,507 
4.288 
7,849 
12,500 
4,228 

1,138 
4,469 

16,135 

385,068 

27,293 

5,554 

6,606 

8,299 


508,688 


1,196 
1,874 

17,706 

1,283,689 

7,672 

982 

24,690 


1,337,809 


Articles. 


NORTH  BAY. 

Animals:  Horses 

Aisenic  ore 

Bullion 

Furs 

Household  goods 

Lumber 

Ore 

Paper 

Pulp 

Pyrites 

All  other  articles 

Total 

PARBT  SOUND, 

Bark,  hemlock 

Household  effects 

Oats 

Wood,  manuf^tures  of: 

Lath 

Lumber 

Pickets 

O  ther  articles 

TotaL 

Grand  total 


Value. 


$2,000 

1,840 

4,000 

1,489 

8,239 

£89,137 

3,217,293 

21,679 

93,365 

60,791 

12,849 


4,012.031 


87,671 

806 

85,805 

30,151 

804,257 

6.150 

1,794 


916,134 


6,774,662 


RAILWAY   AND   MUNICIPAL   IMPROVEMENTS. 

During  the  coming  season  there  will  be  a  large  amount  of  money 
expended  in  this  district,  much  of  it  in  the  inmiediate  vicinity  of 
Onllia.    There  are  two  new  railroad  lines  to  be  built  through  this 

?lace,  the  Canadian  Pacific  and  the  Canadian  Northern  Ontario, 
'he  latter  has  its  line  nearly  ready  for  the  iron  from  Udney,  9  miles 
east.    What  route  out  of  Orillia  is  to  be  taken  is  not  yet  known. 

The  Canadian  Pacific  will  commence  work  at  once  on  its  proposed 
eastern  outlet  from  Victoria  Harbor,  on  Geoi^an  Bay,  through 
Orillia  to  Peterboroujgh.  This  line  will  be  principally  for  grain  from 
the  elevator  now  being  built  at  Flat  Point.  Extensive  filling  and 
grading  are  to  be  done  along  the  latke  front  at  this  place.  These 
roads  will  probably  join  in  bunding  a  union  station,  ana  it  is  thought 
that  the  railway  commissioners  will  induce  the  Grand  Trunk  line  to 
join  them. 

This  municipality  has  voted  to  expend  $73,000  in  improvements, 
and  it  is  quite  probable  that  a  Carnegie  Ubrary  will  belbuilt  in  the 
near  future,  at  a  cost  of  $12,500  or  $15,000. 
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BUSINESS   CONDITIONS   AT  MIDLAND  AND   PARRY  SOUND, 

Midland  City  is  situated  on  an  arm  of  Georaan  Bajr.  The  harbor 
is  second  to  none  on  the  Great  Lakes  and  has  sufficient  depth  of 
water  to  float  the  largest  grain  carriers,  some  of  which  carry  200,000 
bushels  and  draw  18  to  19  feet. 

One  of  Midland's  important  industries  is  an  iron  smelting  plant. 
This  plant  has  been  in  constant  operation  day  and  nieht  for  some 
years.  Much  of  the  ore  for  smelting  is  brought  from  United  States 
ports  by  freight  boats. 

There  are  no  wholesale  importing  houses  at  Parry  Sound,  and 
imports  there  are  mostly  purchased  by  individuals  and  consist  of 
miscellaneous  goods.  There  is  no  indication  of  any  great  improve- 
ment in  its  trade.  The  lumber  business  is  in  a  depressed  conaition. 
Sales  are  slow,  though  prices  are  maintained,  and  manufacturers  are 
hopeful  of  a  better  demand  from  the  United  States  during  the  coming 
season. 

Nearljr  all  the  fish  from  this  section  goes  to  the  Buffalo  market, 
there  being  an  unhmited  demand  there  for  all  kinds  and  at  good 
prices. 

The  Canadian  Northern  Ontario  Railway  and  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  have  completed  their  roads  to  Parry  Sound  and  travel  has 
increased  rapidly.  It  is  reported  that  a  nulling  company  intends 
to  erect  a  flouring  mill  at  Depot  Harbor  at  a  cost  of  $500,000,  with  a 
capacity  of  5,000  oarrels  per  day.  Depot  Harbor  is  the  lake  terminus 
of  the  Canada  Atlantic  Division  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway,  a  few 
miles  from  Parry  Sound. 

To  secure  business  here  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  American 
manufacturers  and  dealers  to  send  personal  representatives  to  the 
cities  and  larger  towns  to  deal  directly  with  the  merchants.  A  suc- 
cessful mail  business,  save  in  some  special  articles,  is  impossible. 

Consular  officers  can  show  circulars  and  urge  possible  customers 
to  send  a  trial  order,  but  they  can  not  look  up  Uie  financial  standing, 
previous  record,  or  prospects  of  a  dealer.  This  is  the  business  of  the 
person  selling  the  goods,  and  the  information  is  to  be  obtained  only 
m  Canada.  Amencan  goods  are  found  in  all  stores,  but  the  compe- 
tition between  American  and  Canadian  manufacturers  favors  the 
latter. 

OTTAWA. 

By  Consul-General  John  G.  Foster. 

The  lumber  industry  so  largely  dominates  the  commercial  and  indus- 
trial life  of  this  district  that  the  general  trade  conditions  were  neces- 
sarily aflFected  bv  the  low  prices  and  slow  sales  of  this  commodity 
during  1908.  The  exports  of  lumber  and  deals  for  the  past  year  to 
both  Euro|>e  and  the  United  States  have  fallen  below  those  of  the 
previous  year  both  in  volume  and  in  value.  Pine  deals  at  one  time 
declined  $3  to  $4  per  thoxisand  feet  in  price  and  spruce  $2  per  thoxisand 
fe>pt.  It  is  imofficially  estimated  that  at  the  close  of  the  year  there 
was  in  the  Ottawa  Valley  between  500,000,000  and  600,000,000  feet 
of  pine  lumber,  though  imdoubtedly  a  considerable  portion  of  this 
haa  been  sold  for  future  shipment.     The  lumber  business  is,  however, 
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under  stroi^  financial  control,  and  there  has  been  a  general  disposition 
to  hold  for  higher  prices  rather  than  to  sell  on  the  market. 

The  mica  business  has  suffered  considerable  depression  on  account 
of  the  reduced  production  of  electrical  apparatus  in  the  United  States. 

The  directory  of  the  city  of  Ottawa  mdicates  an  increase  of  4,598 
in  the  population  over  the  figures  of  1907,  and  the  present  population 
is  estimated  at  85,332.  The  increase  is  in  part  due  to  the  inclusion  of 
several  suburbs.  The  city  has  141  miles  or  streets,  97  miles  of  sewers, 
15  miles  of  permanent  pavement,  and  130  miles  of  permanent  side- 
walks. The  tax  assessment  roll  shows  property  to  the  value  of 
$44,800,080,  while  the  property  exempted  from  taxation  amoimts  to 
$19,467,976.  The  value  of  government  property,  which  is  not 
assessed,  is  placed  at  $5,567,500. 

NEW   CONCRETE   DAM. 

During  the  past  year  a  reinforced  concrete  dam  was  constructed 
across  the  Ottawa  Kiver  at  a  cost  of  about  $250,000.  The  following 
details  were  furnished  by  the  consulting  engineer: 

The  dam  is  composed  of  49  piers  and  2  abutments.  The  piers  are  each  22  feet 
high,  39  feet  5  inches  long^  and  nave  a  mean  width  of  3  feet.  The  opening  between 
the  piers  are  22  feet  wide  in  the  clear  and  can  be' closed  by  means  of  stop  logs.  The 
dam  was  paid  for  by  the  different  power  owners  and  lessees  on  the  river.  The  several 
power  plants  operate  under  heads  of  water  of  from  18  feet  to  30  feet.  Very  few  of  them 
will  be  able  to  take  advantage  immediately  of  the  increased  h^id  on  account  of  their 
low  head  works.  The  low  water  flow  at  this  point  is  11,000  cubic  feet  per  second. 
The  new  dam  will  have  36-foot  head,  which,  under  present  low- water  conaitions,  will 
make  33,000  horsepower  available.  Wlien  the  impounding  scheme  is  completed  a 
minimum  flow  of  28,000  cubic  feet  per  second  is  expected .  This  under  a  36-foot  head 
will  give  84.000  horsepower  in  twenty-four  hours  if  all  power  plants  are  put  in 
efficient  condition. 

TRADE   OF   THE   PORT. 

The  imports  into  Ottawa  during  1908  were  valued  at  $5,852,712,  of 
which  $3,674^313  were  dutiable  and  $2,178,399  were  free  goods.  In 
1907  the  dutiable  imports  amounted  in  value  to  $4,905,495  and  the 
free  imports  to  $2,648,336. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  this  consular  district  to  the 
United  States  in  1 908  was  $4,080,653,  of  which  articles  worth  $2,909,486 
represented  the  shipments  from  the  port  of  Ottawa.  In  this  amount 
the  returned  goods  were  valued  at  $120,484.  The  value,  by  articles, 
of  the  exports  from  Ottawa  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Animals: 

Lambs 

Other 

Emigrants'  effects 

FertUieers 

Ferrosilicon 

GrapWte 

Hides 

Iron  slag 

Mica 

Paper: 

Printing 

Other 

Rubber,  scrap  and  old 

Skins 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Basswood 

Clapboards 


Value. 


$36,489 
1,100 

26,332 
3,850 
4,056 
3,559 

60,290 
1,866 

76,504 

405,057 

9,264 

4,828 

79,643 

32,877 
40,065 


Articles. 


Wood,  and  manufactures  of — Cont'd 

Laths 

Pickets 

Pine  deals 

Pine  planks 

Pine,  white 

Poles,  telegraph,  etc , 

Pulp  wood. 

Sh  ingles , 

Spruce 

Spruce  planks 

Wood  pulp 

All  other  articles , 

Total 

Returned  American  goods 

Grand  total 


Value. 


190,231 
23,761 
27,617 
13,990 
1,410,121 
7,087 
26,578 
55,088 

154,648 
26,206 

124)468 
44,683 


2,789,002 
120,484 


2,909,4 
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The  declared  value  of  exports  from  the  Amprior  agency  to  the 
United  States  during  1908  was  $1,171,167,  against  $1,304,984  in  1907. 
The  greatest  dechne  was  in  corundum  ore,  etc.,  the  exports  of  which 
were  valued  at  $122,417  in  1907  and  $64,475  in  1908.  Shingles  and 
staves  showed  a  loss  of  $23,364  and  $26,834,  respectively.  The  item 
of  laths  increased  by  $19,186. 

The  articles  of  export  to  the  United  States  for  1908  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

romndiiiTi  OT^,  etc , 

164,475 
5,193 

2,287 

33,797 

773,225 

25,786 
2,680 
26,491 

Wood,  manufactures  of— Continued. 
Shingles 

Furs .' 

924,821 

Household  effects 

Staves 

5,369 
3,472 

Other 

Trfith»  ^ 

1  All  other  articles 

3,821 

Total 

Pine 

1,170,417 
750 

Returned  American  goods  .  ... 

Other  . 

Grand  tot^l . . . 

PSekets 

1,171,167 

LUMBER   BUSINESS — ^AMERICAN   GOODS   POPULAR. 

There  was  not  any  marked  change  in  the  lumber  business  in  1908 
from  the  conditions  in  1907.  The  labor  supply  was  fair  and  wages 
about  the  same.  The  low  water  caused  a  reduction  of  about  15  per 
cent  in  the  cut  as  compared  with  1907,  and  the  prices  were  about  10 

Ser  cent  lower.  The  indications  for  the  coming  season  are  fair.  The 
emand  is  good  and  prices  will  probably  be  the  same  as  last  year. 
The  effect  of  the  forest  fires  of  last  sunamer  may  be  felt  in  the  Geor- 
gian Bay  and  Cobalt  sections. 

In  considering  this  region  as  a  market  for  goods  exporters  should 
bear  in  mind  that  conditions  in  general  are  the  same  as  in  the  United 
States.  As  lumbering  is  the  leading  industry  it  is  a  good  market  for 
lumbering  supplies,  especially  hardware.  Large  quantities  of  these 
supplies  are  handled  by  the  hardware  dealers,  but  it  might  be  well 
for  exporters  to  send  advertising  matter  directly  to  the  lumbermen. 
In  this  region  agricultural  implements  are  not,  as  a  rule,  carried  by 
hardware  merchants,  but  are  sold  by  implement  dealers,  who  also 
handle  buggies,  wagons,  etc.  The  latter  articles  are  also  sold  by 
carriage  makers.  rlumDing  is  generally  associated  with  the  hard- 
ware trade,  and  furniture  and  undertaking  go  together.  American 
goods  are  popular,  and  their  only  handicap  is  the  duty. 

OWEN  SOUND. 

By  Consul  Augustus  G.  Seyfert. 

Owen  Sound  is  the  largest  and  most  important  lake  port  on  the 
Georgian  Bay.  The  annexation  of  the  village  of  Brooke  has  increased 
its  population  to  14,000,  which  is  considerctbly  more  than  is  required 
for  the  incorporation  of  a  city  under  the  laws  of  Ontario.  An  appli- 
cation for  a  charter  to  become  a  city  is  now  pending.  The  assessed 
valuation  of  property  of  the  town  is  $5,506,850,  upon  which  $106,673 
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taxes  were  collected  in  1908.  The  total  receipts  for  1908  were 
$223,075  and  the  total  expenditures  $207,960. 

The  town  owns  the  gas,  electric-light,  and  water  plants.  The 
water  supply  comes  from  the  surrounding  hills  by  gravity,  and  is 
abundant  even  for  a  much  greater  population.  Both  the  water  and 
light  plants  afford  considerable  revenue  to  the  municipaUty,  though 
the  rates  to  the  consumer  are  low. 

Owen  Sound  is  the  terminus  for  the  Canadian  Pacific  and  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  lines  of  the  Greoi^an  Bay.  No  less  than  20  steam 
vessels,  many  of  them  of  the  largest  capacity,  make  regular  trips  to 
the  harbor  during  the  season  of  navigation.  In  addition,  a  great 
number  of  tramp  boats,  engaged  in  the  lumber,  cement,  grain,  and 
other  trades,  touch  here  for  coaling. 

LEADING   INDUSTRIES — SHIPPING   STATISTICS. 

The  leading  industries  of  the  town  are  3  iron  foundries,  a  steel 
foundry^  1  stove  foundry,  2  breweries,  a  malting  house,  which  is  the 
largest  in  Canada,  2  shipbuilding  plants,  furniture  factories,  2  tan- 
nenes,  flour  mills,  4  grain  elevators,  sash,  door^  and  hard-wood  floor 
factories,  6  sawmills,  and  4  cement  plants  which  produce  over  half 
of  all  the  Portland  cement  made  in  the  Dominion.  Durinff  1908,  the 
sawmills  produced  27,655,000  feet  of  lumber,  a  decrease  of  2,000,000 
feet  from  the  previous  year. 

The  grain  receipts,  in  bushels,  at  the  elevators  for  1 908  were :  Wheat, 
1,400,000;  oats,  2,030,000;  barley,  80,000;  and  com,  40,000.  This 
shows  a  decrease  of  2,500,000  bushels  in  the  total  compared  with  that 
of  the  previous  year.  The  flour  and  millstuff  shipped  through  this 
port  amounted  to  121,196  tons,  an  increase  of  1 .166  tons  over  1907. 

The  number  of  steam  vessels  employed  in  tne  coasting  trade  of  the 
Dominion  which  arrived  at  this  port  during  1908  was  541,  with  a 
total  of  364,399  tons,  and  a  total  number  in  crews  of  14,728.  The 
number  departing  was  377,  of  257,151  tons  and  crews  of  0,915.  The 
number  of  vessels  trading  between  the  United  States  and  Canada 
during  the  year  which  entered  this  port  was  53,  all  American,  with  a 
tonnage  of  27,668,  and  crews  of  667.  Of  British  steamers  there  were 
23,  with  a  tonnage  of  25,253,  and  crews  of  656.  Thirty  steamers 
and  tugs  were  laid  up  in  the  harbor  at  the  close  of  navigation  last  fall. 
This  includes  the  wnole  fleet  of  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  steamers, 
which  make  regular  weekly  trips  between  this  port  and  Fort  Williams. 
The  repairs  to  the  vessels  in  winter  quarters  in  the  harbor  give 
employment  to  a  large  force  of  men  during  the  time  navigation  is 
closed. 

FARM   PRODUCTS — GOVERNMENT  RECEIPTS — IMPROVEMENTS. 

Local  firms  purchased  and  shipped  during  the  year  4,148  live  hogs, 
at  an  average  price  of  $11.56  each.  This  was  2,543  hogs  less  than  the 
previous  year,  and  a  decrease  in  value  of  $34,252.  The^  value  of 
butter  shipped  was  $500,000;  eggs,  $150,000;  potatoes.  $25,000; 
fruit,  $75,000;  vegetables,  $20,000;  poultry,  $100,000.  The  imports 
by  local  firms  were  30  cars  of  oranges,  valued  at  $36,000;  12  cars  of 
lemons,  valued  at  $13,000;  and  45  cars  of  bananas,  valued  at  $19,000. 

The  business  transacted  at  the  post-office  shows  that  $60,476  worth 
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of  money  orders  were  sold,  and  $108,900  worth  of  postal  notes.  The 
sale  of  stamps  amounted  to  $21^69.  The  local  customs  receipts  for 
the  port  of  entry  were  $43,625.  This  was  $19,041  less  than  the  receipts 
of  the  previous  year. 

During  the  past  year  the  Dominion  government  erected  here  a 
handsome  new  post-ofiBce  building  at  a  cost  of  $60,000.  The  post- 
office,  custom-house,  and  inland-revenue  office  will  all  be  located  m  it. 
The  town  constructed  a  concrete  bridge,  replacing  a  wooden  one 
over  the  river,  at  a  cost  of  $30,000.  Over  100  new  nouses  were  built 
during  the  year,  many  of  them  fine  residences.  The  indications  are 
that  fully  as  many  more  will  be  erected  during  the  present  year. 

Lack  of  direct  railroad  communication  between  Owen  Soimd  and 
Meaford  is  a  great  disadvantage  to  both  places.  The  distance  is  22 
miles,  and  for  years  an  effort  nas  been  made  to  build  this  link  and 
connect  the  two  towns,  at  the  same  time  getting  a  more  direct  route 
eastward.  The  Owen  Soimd  and  Meaford  Railway  Company  has 
been  incorporated  with  a  view  to  building  this  road.  The  Ontario 
legislatiure  is  asked  to  guarantee  the  bonds,  and  it  now  appears  as 
though  this  important  Tine,  which  will  become  a  part  of  tne  Grand 
Tniim  system,  would  be  built  the  coming  summer.  The  road  as 
surveyea  will  follow  the  shore  of  the  Georgian  Bay,  thus  avoiding 
the  heavy  grades  necessary  in  crossing  the  mountains  by  a  direct 
route. 

The  proposed  wireless  telegraph  system  to  be  put  in  operation  for 
the  benefit  of  navigation  on  the  Great  Lakes  will  have  a  station  at 
Owen  Soxmd  by  the  time  the  season  opens. 

TRADE    WriH  THE   UNFFED   STATES. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  from  Owen 
Sound  in  1908  was  $269,854,  exclusive  of  retimied  goods  amounting 
to  $44,210.     The  articles  and  their  values  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Value. 


AnimAls:  Lambs 

Carbons 

Ceoment 

Copper,  scrap — 

Fish,  fresh 

Hair,  hog 

Hoosehoid  goods 

Oats 

Rubber,  scrap... 
Seeds: 

Clover 

Bogarbeet.. 


Articles. 


Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Laths 

Lumber 

Telegraph  poles 

Wool 

All  other  articles 


Total 

Returned  American  goods. 

Grand  total 


Value. 


$1,057 

207, 511 

2,634 

3,476 

334 


269,864 
44,210 


314,064 


The  returned  American  goods  consisted  of  the  machinery  of  a 
beet-sugar  factory  at  Wiarton.  The  plant  was  dismantled  and  the 
machinery,  which  was  all  American  made,  was  returned.  The  sugar- 
beet  seed  shipped  to  the  United  States  was  of  German  origin  and 
imported  to  Cfanada  for  the  beet  growers  in  the  locahty  of  the  Wiarton 
factory  which  was  abandoned. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  through  this  port  consist 
largely  of  coal,  cotton  goods,  hardware,  shoes,  drugs,  steel,  machin- 
ery, oranges,  and  tobacco. 
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PRE8COTT. 

•   By  Consul  Martin  R.  Sackett. 

The  declared  exports  from  Prescott  to  the  United  States  during 
1908  were  valued  at  $141,049,  and  consisted  of  the  following  articles: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Animals: 

Cattle '. 

1200 

4,887 

2,398 

13,566 

13,705 

8,079 

530 

61,488 

350 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 
T^imber..   . 

922,956 
1,878 
1,113 

Horses 

Shingles 

Lambs 

All  other  articles 

Furs,  raw                                  .... 

Total 

Hides  and  skins 

131  144 

Household  effects 

Returned  American  goods 

9)906 

Machinery 

Grand  total 

Mercury,  fulminate  of 

141,049 

Oat  hulls 

8ARNIA. 

By  Consul  Neal  McMillan. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  this  district  in  1908  was  $8,864,726. 
The  principal  imports  from  the  United  States  consisted  of  crude  oil, 
coal,  corn,  hardware,  machinery,  tubing,  furniture,  etc.  The  leading 
articles  of  export  to  the  United  States  were^Kve  animals,  hides  and 
skins,  beans,  chicle,  sugar  beets,  flax,  wool,  and  lumber. 

The  exports,  including  returned  goods,  declared  to  the  United 
States  in  1908  were  valued  at  $1,103,583,  and  consisted  of  the  follow- 
ing articles: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Animals: 

S2,G50 
12,365 

2,798 
11,240 

1,280 
58,715 
31,707 

7,344 
16,462 

1.854 
4,534 

16,427 
7,549 

33,950 

49,122 
3,891 

28,535 
2,670 
1.830 

Hides  and  skins 

S22,328 
2,398 
2,235 
4,471 
13,287 
6,892 
2,795 

Cattle  for  exhibition 

Raes 

Horses  for  exhibition 

Rubber,  old 

Horses 

Seeds 

Sheep 

Tea 

Other 

Tobacco 

Beans 

Tow 

Beets,  sugar 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Laths 

Beet  pulp,  dried 

31,578 
8,129 

Boat 

Logs 

Breadstufls: 

Lumber 

478. 142 

Barley 

Plclcets 

3,719 

Bran 

Planks 

3,682 

3,496 

11,436 

82,596 

Flour 

Staves ..  . 

Oat  hulls 

Wool 

Chicle 

All  other  articles 

Emigrants'  effects. 

Total 

Enamel  ware 

972,107 

Flax 

Returned  American  goods 

131,476 

Fertlllzera 

Grand  total 

Fish 

1,103,583 

Among  the  articles  of  export  returned  to  the  United  States  were: 
live  stock  valued  at  $60,000;  automobiles,  $15,600;  coal,  $6,445; 
balloon,  $5,000;  and  machinery,  $9,240. 

SAUIiT  STE.  MARIE. 

By  Consul  George  W.  Shotts. 

The  commercial  and  industrial  conditions  of  this  district  in  1908 
were  only  a  little  less  favorable  than  the  normal  and  were  little 
affected  by  the  general  financial  depression  throughout  the  country, 
the  principal  effect  of  the  depression  being  to  temporarily  check  the 
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deyelopment  of  iinproducing  or  nonshipping  mines,  and  to  curtail 
the  harvest  of  logs  tor  sawing  during  the  coming  season. 

Most  of  the  various  mills  of  this  district  were  operated  contin- 
uously during  the  year,  but  with  an  output  somewhat  less  than  that 
of  1907,  the  only  exception  being  the  sawmills,  as  is  shown  by  the 
following:  Steel  rail  mills,  1907,  178,624  tons;  1908,  142,958  tons; 
iron  furnaces,  1907,  135,852  tons;  1908.  129,442  tons;  sawmills, 
1907,  225,000,000  feet;  1908,  241,000,000  feet;  and  pulp  mills,  1907, 
64,043  tons;  1908,  52,063  tons. 

There  has  been  a  general  increase  in  the  cut  of  the  sawmills  in  this 
district,  as  well  as  east  and  north  of  the  district,  up  to  this  year,  dur- 
ing which  the  industry  will  probably  reach  its  nighest  point.  Lum- 
bermen say  that  the  cut  of  pine  lumber  for  1910  will  be  at  least  25 
per  cent  snort  of  the  cut  for  1908,  and  is  likely  to  decrease  rapidly 
from  year  to  year,  and  that  in  10  years  the  matured  growth  of  pine 
of  this  district  will  be  pretty  well  cut  out.  Most  of  the  laree  bodies 
of  pine  have  been  cut,  and  those  remaining  are  generally  in  the  hands 
of  wealthy  firms  who  will  cut  sparingly;  besides,  they  are  generally 
a  long  way  up  the  rivers  and  more  expensive  to  marKet.  The  con- 
clusion is  that  the  mills  will  soon  be  idle  and  practically  useless^  as 
they  can  not  get  enough  hard  wood  to  keep  half  of  them  runmng. 
While  the  products  of  the  forest  are  Hkely  to  decline,  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  the  products  of  the  mines  will  increase  for  years  to  come. 

There  nas  been  an  era  of  great  prosperity  in  this  consular  district 
within  the  last  10  years;  dunng  that  time  there  were  built  at  various 
points  in  the  district  1  steel  rail  mill,  4  iron  furnaces,  an  iron  foundry, 
machine  shops  and  car  shops,  2  smelters  for  treating  the  finer  ores, 
3  ore  concentrating  plants,  4  ten-stamp  mills  for  gold  mines,  1 
brewery,  5  large  sawmills,  1  veneer  mill.  1  pulp  mill,  1  charcoal 
plant,  and  several  planing  and  shingle  mills. 

SALES   TO   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908  from  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
consular  district,  including  the  Sudbury  agency,  amoimted  to 
$13,166,864,  of  which  $5,878,176  represented  the  value  of  articles 
from  Sault  Ste.  Marie  and  $7,288,688  the  value  of  articles  from 
Sudbury.     The  value  of  the  articles  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 

Value. 

ArUcles. 

Value. 

SAULT  STE.  MASIE. 

Charcoal 

$23,859 
13,900 
86,432 

3,030 
10,677 

280,378 
93,685  , 
4,333,001  ' 
178,540  1 
751,619 
81,854 
15,301 

SUDBURY. 

Arsenic 

118. 981 

EmiKrants'  effects 

Emigrants'  effects 

2,476 

Fish - 

Minerals: 

Iron  ore 

MlDerab: 

9,403 

Iron  ore 

Nickel  matte 

2,390,483 

other 

Silver  speiss 

1,029,463 
3,185 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Other 

Laths,  pickets,  pt^ ...               \ 

Silver  bullion 

3,831,199 
3,498 

Logs 

All  other  articles 

Loniher 

Total 

Pulp  wood 

7.288,688 

Wood  nuln 

Grand  t^tal 

Other 

13,166,864 

Ailotherftrti'*>ef  > 

Total 

5,878,176 

All  the  arsenic,  nickel  matte,  silver  bullion,  and  speiss  was  shipped 
through  the  Sudoury  agency,  and  all  the  products  of  the  forest  were 
exported  through  tms  consulate. 
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IMPORTS  INTO  SUDBURY. 

The  imports  into  Sudbury  during  1908  were  valued  at  $510,166, 
and  consisted  of  the  following  articles: 


Articles. 


Value. 


Articles. 


Value. 


Coal 

Coke 

Electrical  supplies 

Fire  clay,  including  br|cks. 

Hay,  baled 

Household  effects 

Hardware 

Laboratory  supplies 

Macaroni 


189,427  ;   Machinery $306,271 

"    "^      Miningfuse 1,580 

Shoes,  clothing,  etc 1,974 

Stationery,  etc 1,864 

Steel  plates 8,176 

AU  other  articles 12,876 


189,427 
41.G23 
10,941 
14,648 
2,107 
6,768 
5,652 
5,212 
2,057 


Total 510,166 


All  the  coal,  coke,  fire  clay,  electrical  supplies,  shoes,  etc.,  and 
stationery  came  from  the  United  States.  It  also  supplied  90  f>er  cent 
of  the  hardware  and  machinery.  Great  Britain  furnished  90  per 
cent  of  the  steel  plates  and  the  United  States  the  remainder. 

TORONTO. 

By  Consul  Robert  S.  Chilton,  Jr. 

This  consular  district,  as  recently  enlarged,  includes,  besides  the  city 
of  Toronto,  other  iniportant  towns  and  business  centers,  such  as 
Peterborough,  Port  Hope,  Cobourg,  Guelph,  Oshawa,  Berlin,  etc. 
The  industries  of  Toronto  cover  a  wide  range  of  manufactures, 
including  machinery,  wood  products,  leather,  clothing,  agricultural 
implements,  musical  instruments,  and  distilled  and  malt  hquors. 
There  are  also  many  large  wholesale  and  retail  establishments. 
Toronto  bank  clearings  in  1908  amounted  to  $1,166,902,436,  against 
$1,228,905,617  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  customs  collections  for 
1908  were  $9,209,390.  against  $11,611,267  for  1907,  a  decrease  of 
$2,401,877.  The  buildmg  permits  for  1908  numbered  3,908  for 
buildings  to  the  value  of  $12,433,467,  and  the  total  assessed  valuation 
of  proi>erty  was  $254,894,259.  Five  hundred  electric  street  cars  ran 
over  107  miles  of  track  and  carried  88,353,846  passengers  during  1908. 
The  population  of  the  city  is  about  300,000.  The  outlying  towns 
and  cities  above  mentioned,  also  contain  important  industries  and  are 
busy  commercial  points. 

TRADE  CONDmONS — SALES  TO  THE  UNFTED  STATES. 

The  past  year's  trade  has  shown  a  tendency  to  recover  from  the 
financial  depression,  but  on  the  whole  the  volume  of  business,  as 
shown  by  customs  receipts  and  bank  clearings,  is  somewhat  less  tnan 
in  the  preceding  year.  In  spite  of  the  effect  of  the  general  slackening 
of  busmess  the  city  shows  continued  signs  of  growth  and  expansion, 
and  the  development  of  large  business  concerns  and  improvements  in 
their  establishments  and  stock  are  apparent  on  all  sides. 

Nearly  all  exports  from  Toronto  are  credited  to  the  frontier  port  at 
which  they  leave  Canada,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  give  figures  showing 
the  tot^  exports,  but  it  can  be  said  generally  that  there  is  a  large 
export  trade  from  this  district  to  the  United  States,  Europe,  and  else- 
where, though  the  principal  business  of  the  city  is  in  Ontario  and  other 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NOBTH  AMERICA:   CANADA. 


97 


parts  of  Canada.  The  exports  to  the  United  States,  as  shown  by 
iBYoices  certified  at  this  office,  amounted  to  $3,437,470,  and  those 
from  the  consular  agency  at  Peterborough  to  $722,468,  a  total  of 
14,159,938.  The  figures  for  this  office  show  a  decrease  of  $169,722 
for  the  year,  though  the  total  number  of  invoices  certified  was  3,286, 
against  3,183  in  1907,  and  the  office  receipts  were  in  excess  of  those  of 
theprevious  year. 

The  f  ollowmg  are  some  of  the  leading  articles  exported  to  the 
United  States:  Animals  for  breeding,  barley,  bones  and  ts^age 
(fertilizer),  books  and  printed  matter,  cattle,  chemicals,  emigrants' 
household  effects,  fur  skins,  chicle  gum,  hair,  hides,  horses,  lumber, 
oat  hulls,  paper  stock,  pease,  rubber  scrap,  seeds,  sheep  and  lambs, 
sheepskins,  tea,  whisky,  and  wool.  The  exports  are  largely  natural 
or  food  products  and  mclude  very  little  in  the  way  of  manufactured 
goods. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  EXPORTS. 

FuD  statements  of  exports  to  the  United  States  for  the  year  from 
Toronto  and  Peterborough,  with  declared  values,  are  shown  in  the 
following  table: 


Articles. 


TORONTO. 

C^le  and  calves 

Por  breeding  purposes 

HOCMS 

Homs  for  exhibition. . 

Sheep  and  lambs 

Appto... 

Boom,  etc 

Books,  etc 

Bmastnfls: 

Barley 

Buckwheat 

Oats  and  oat  hulls 

Chemicals  and  drugs: 

Ammonia  liquor 

Olyoerin,  crude 

Kauri  gam 

other.: 

Ootfee 

EmigrBnts' eiTects 

Knporated  slop 

Tkhfttoten 

Fnn  and  lUr  skins 

Otoe  stock 

Orease 

Gam,  dilcle,  crude 

Htir,antmaJ 

Hides  and  skins 

JfireleTs' sweeping 

Untcms. 

Uathcr,  scrap 

Lnmber 

lletal,8crap.:.''.'*....-  -i. 

HetalMooeffliig 

Oil.  ottre  and  wood 

PfturUnfli  for  exhibition . . . 
Pap«8tock: 

Paper,old 

Ra^,  cotton 

^   Rope,old 

Wm.. 

{Jwrti 

Robber fCrode  and  scrap. . 


Value. 


$43,641 
26,121 
17,030 
17,276 
10,280 
8,960 

106,786 
23,707 

21,706 
14,226 
36,646 

8,128 

13,466 

6,068 

006 

6,374 

170,207 

4,176 

6,074 

41,461 

6,648 

3,207 

608,082 

31,706 

476,663 

16,270 

3,601 

12,111 

63,371 

18,606 

6,204 

1,060 

6,210 

2,621 

26,218 
36,860 

1,906 
36,166 

1,132 
38,607 

2,328 
240,340 
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Articles. 


TORONTO— oontl  nued. 


Tea 

Tin,  pig 

Tobacco 

Whisky 

Wool 

All  other  articles. 


Total 

Returned  exhibition  goods. 
BulUon:  Oold  and  silver. . . 
Returned  American  goods.. 


Grand  total. 


PETEBBOBOUQH. 


Binder  twine 

Breadstufls: 

Bran 

Buckwheat 

Oats 

Oat  hulls 

Feed: 

Molac 

Schumacher 

Purs,  raw 

Hides  and  skins 

Household  effects 

Peas 

Slauepiterhouse  offal 

Wood,  manulEUJtures  of: 

Hub  blocks 

Lumber 

Pteketa 

Shingles 

Staves  and  heading . . . 

Telegraph  poles 

All  other  arttoles 


Total 

Returned  American  goods.. 


Grand  total 

Grand  total  for  the  district. 


Value. 


$381,766 
7,226 
25,868 
10,707 
64,308 
46,274 


2,700,312 

264,054 

7,011 

474,203 


3.437.470 


210,077 

2,250 

1.624 

64.606 

24,616 

2.606 
110,366 

1.742 

0.206 
12.030 
12,607 

6,000 

6.409 
177,603 
11,841 
22,420 
2,296 
1,421 
5,343 


603,292 
29,176 


722,468 


4,160,038 
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VALUE   AND   CHARACTEB   OF   IMPORTS. 

The  total  imports  into  Toronto  from  all  countries  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  March  31,  1908,  amounted  in  value  to  $62,638,763,  of 
which  $41,766,310  worth  were  dutiable  goods  and  $20,872,453  free. 
The  figures  as  published  do  not  show  the  origin  of  the  goods  imported^ 
but  it  can  be  assumed  from  other  sources  of  information  that  at 
least  one-half,  or  approximately  $31,000,000,  was  from  the  United 
States. 

The  leading  articles  imported  were  books  and  periodicals,  flour 
and  meal,  brooms  and  brushes,  buttons,  cash  registers,  clocks  and 
parts,  coal,  cocoa  paste,  manufactures  of  cotton,  curtains,  drugs  and 
chemicals,  earthenware  and  china,  electric  apparatus,  fancy  goods, 
manufactures  of  flax,  hemp  and  jute,  fruits  and  nuts,  furniture,  furs 
and  fiur  goods,  glassware,  gloves,  rubber  goods,  hats,  caps  and  bon- 
nets^  iron  and  steel  manufactures,  jewelry, leather  ^oods,  metal  goods, 
musical  instruments,  oils,  oilcloths,  cork,  mattm^  and  linoleum, 
optical  goods,  paper  goods,  ribbons,  silk  goods,  spirits,  tobacco  and 

fnpes,  vegetaoles,  watches,  wool  and  woolen  gopos,  precious  stones, 
umber,  nir  skins,  hides,  com,  etc. 

The  articles  imported  into  Toronto  during  the  fiscal  year  ended 
March  31,  1908,  and  their  values,  were  as  foflows: 


Articles. 


Value. 


Articles. 


Value. 


Ale.  beer,  and  porter 

Anmndii , 

Baskets 

Billiard  tables. 

Books,  newspapers,  etc 

Boot,  shoe,  and  stay  laces 

Boots  and  shoes,  except  rubber  and 

leather 

Brass,  and  manu&oturea  of. 

BreadstufEs: 

Biscuits,  sago,  etc 

Com 

Flour,  meal,  etc 

Brooms  and  brushes 

Buttons 

Carriages,  Including  railway  can,  etc. . 

Cash  registers 

Cellulola ,  manufactures  of. 

Clocks,  and  parts  of 

Coal r.. 

Coke 

Coooanuts,  chocolate  paste,  etc . 

Coffee 

Collars 

Combs,  dress  and  toilet 

Copper,  and  manufactures  of. . . 

Cordage 

Corks,  corkwood,  etc 

Corsets,  clasps,  etc 

Cotton  goods 

Curtains 

Drura,  chemicals,  etc 

Eartnen  and  china  ware 

Elastic 

E  lectric  apparatus  and  supplies 

Embroideries 

Express  parcels 

Fancy  goods 

Fish.. 

Flax,  hemp, Jute,  and  manufactures  of. 

Fruits  andnuts 

Furniture 

Furs  and  fur  skins 

Glass  and  elassware 

Gloves  anof  mitts 


I 


140,276 
65,385 
26,096 
43,782 
1,478,432 
56,338 

18,907 
386,109 

133,410 
308,825 
222,914 
132,361 
126,778 
155,341 
157,397 

88,560 

119,403 

8,470,876 

91,854 
117.' 'SO 
]ss,  57 

;^7,720 

407,it48 

4:v,.-45 

l:is,391 

.^7.161 

5,  "     759 

48 

2,  89 

«^.,.89 

63,558 

443,165 

51,656 

137,346 

1,443,029 

151,285 

1,250,095 

1,762,001 

235,175 

1,123,560 

705,093 

420,814 


Gold  and  silver,  and  manufactures  of. . 

Gutta-percha,  etc.,  and  manufactures 

of. 


Hats,  caps,  and  bonnets.. 

Hides  and  skins 

Hops 

InkV 


Iron  and  steel,  and  manufsotures  of. 

Jewelry 

Lead,  and  manufactures  of 

hr-^*-^  --".  —  —  Cacturesof 

Ml''   n^,  iiCLiiiiiLin  uieS  of,  U.  S.  S...... 

M 1  Lsitiil  instruments. 

Oil,  all  kinds 

OiKloths,etc , 

Pni  kages , 

Pu in t  s  and  colors 

Pn]>(T,  and  manufactures  of , 

Puc-  k et  iKJok s ,  e tc , 

p,>>;t-otnoe  parrel* .., 

P  ^  

Butter,  cheese,  and  lard 

Meats 

Ribbons 

Scientific  instruments 

Seeds 

Settlers' effects 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of 

Spirits  and  wines 

Sugar,  candy,  etc 

Tea. 


Tin,  manufactures  of 

Tobacco,  and  manufsotures  oL . 

Tobacco  pipes. 

Vegetables 

Watches,  and  parts  thereof.... 
Wood,  and  manufactures  of ... . 
Wool,  and  manufactures  of. ... . 
All  other  articles....*. 


Total 

Bullion  and  coin. 


1136,335 

1,055,750 
917,672 
916,240 

67,171 

43,514 

6,671,777 

437,112 

67,862 
766,960 
563,828 
350,200 
461,518 
278,780 
446,907 
178,720 
1,281,828 
113.533 

90,501 
720,021 

141,378 

96,820 

607,500 

235,396 

342,219 

390,927 

2,250,820 

299.290 

211,978 

1,064,708 

726.526 

381,790 

183,781 

243,797 

268,315 

1,130,042 

6,150,888 

6,288,066 


50,801,064 
2.747,690 


Grand  total. 


62,638,763 
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NAVIGATION — OPPOBTUNITIES   FOR   UNITED   STATES   EXPORTERS. 

The  number  of  vessels  arriving  at  this  port  during  1908  was  3,330, 
or  331  less  than  in  1907.  Many  of  these  vessels  were  engaged  in 
passenger  traffic  across  the  lake,  others  were  engaged  in  through 
passenger  and  freight  traffic,  and  others,  both  steamers  and  sailing 
vessels,  were  engaged  in  coal  traffic  from  American  ports. 

American  goods  continue  to  hold  a  prominent  place  in  this  market, 
in  spite  of  a  sentimental  preference  for  Canadian  goods  and  both  a 
sentimental  and  tariff  preierence  enjoyed  by  British  ^oods.  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  seem  to  be  alive  to  the  opportunities  afforded  by 
this  market,  and  it  seems  almost  superfluous  to  attempt  any  sugges- 
tions as  to  means  of  extending  trade.  Toronto  is  only  a  few  hours 
by  rail  from  lai^e  American  business  centers,  and  the  wide-awake 
business  man  knows  conditions  here  about  as  well  as  in  the  United 
States,  and  realizes  that  success  in  this  market  is  won  by  the  same 
enei^  and  skill  as  that  required  in  ordinary  trade,  plus  the  necessity 
for  studying  Canadian  freight  and  tariff  rates  and  local  tastes  and 
sentiment. 

The  industrial  exhibition  held  here  every  fall  is  the  principal  event 
of  its  kind  in  Canada,  if  not  on  the  continent,  and  offers  a  fine  oppor- 
tunity for  the  study  of  Canadian  products  and  manufactures  and 
tastes  and  for  the  display  of  American  goods. 

WINDSOR. 

By  Consul  Harrt  A.  Con  ant. 

The  business  and  industrial  conditions  in  this  consular  district 
were  not  quite  so  favorable  during  1908  as  they  were  in  the  previous 
year,  which  was  one  of  unprecedented  prosperity.  Mercantile  and 
nnancial  transactions  were  not  so  large  or  so  profitable  and  the 
manufacturing  and  agricultural  interests  were  not  so  prosperous, 
but  some  of  the  other  interests  made  a  more  favorable  showing. 
There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  and  value  of  buildings 
erected  during  the  year  and  the  increase  in  population  was  greater 
than  in  1907.  The  depression  in  the  United  States  was  felt  here,  but 
not  nearly  to  the  same  extent  as  across  the  border.  Canada's  bank- 
ing system  demonstrated  its  ability  to  meet  the  conditions  in  a  way 
to  merit  the  confidence  of  all  the  people.  There  was  absolutely  no 
panic  or  financial  disturbance  in  this  district. 

The  bonus  offered  by  the  city  of  Windsor  to  induce  desirable  busi- 
ness enterprises  to  locate  here  is  attracting  considerable  attention 
from  manufacturers  in  the  United  States,  who  find  the  location  of 
branch  factories  in  Canada  desirable,  helping  to  secure  a  Canadian 
market  for  their  goods.  A  large  peartbutton  factory  from  the 
United  States  is  one  among  those  locating  here  during  the  year. 

BID   FOR  FACTORIES — BUILDING  PERMITS. 

The  city  council  of  London,  Ontario,  has  passed  a  motion  that 
the  legislature  be  petitioned  for  permission  to  submit  a  debenture 
by-law  calling  for  $100,000  to  be  used  in  purchasing  sites  to  be  given 
free  to  new  industries. 
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Statistics  prepared  by  the  city  engineer  on  the  number  of  building 
permits  issued  irom  his  office  indicate  that  1908  was  a  year  of  un- 
usually healthy  growth  for  Windsor.  The  total  value  of  buildings 
for  which  permits  were  issued  is  given  as  $298,000.  Previous  to  last 
year  the  high-water  mark  was  reached  in  1906,  when  building  values 
amounted  to  $211,000.  In  1907  there  was  a  falling  off,  and  the 
building  values  for  1908  are  more  than  double  those  of  the  preceding 
year. 

The  large  increase  is  partly  accounted  for  by  the  erection  of  one 
or  two  valuable  business  blocks  in  the  downtown  section.  That 
there  was  a  general  boom  in  building  is  shown  by  the  number  of 
permits  issued.  The  entire  number  was  126,  as  compared  with  78 
in  1907  and  90  m  1906. 

BUSINESS   ACTIVITY   OF   WALKERVILLE,    SANDWICH,    AND   CHATHAM. 

Walkerville,  which  adjoins  Windsor  on  the  east,  is  an  exceptionally 
well-built  and  well-governed  place.  The  pubhc  improvements  are 
modem  and  of  the  best.  The  tax  rate  is  11  mills  on  $1  with  an 
assessment  of  approximately  60  per  cent  of  the  actual  value.  These  ^ 
advantages,  with  its  excellent  shippingjfaciUties,  which  consist  of  a  ' 
regular  daily  boat  service  with  Fort  William  and  Port  Arthur;  a 
regular  and  frequent  freight  and  passenger  ferry  service  to  Detroit; 
the  Grand  Trunk,  Wabasn,  and  Pere  Marquette  Railways  with  sta- 
tions in  the  town;  and  the  easy  connection  with  the  Canadian  Pacific 
and  Michigan  Central  railways,  make  it  an  attractive  location  for 
manufacturers. 

The  town  of  Sandwich,  adjoining  Windsor  on  the  south,  is  the 
capital  of  Essex  Countv.  The  county  buildings  are  located  there 
and  the  Canadian  brancn  of  a  Pittsburg  coal  company  maintains  at 
that  place  and  at  Amherstburg,  15  nines  farther  down  the  Detroit 
River,  large  depots  from  which  many  of  the  steamers  plying  in  these 
waters  are  supplied  with  fuel. 

Chatham,  in  Kent  County,  is  a  thriving  and  modem  city  of  about 
14,000  inhabitants,  with  waterworks,  electric  light,  paved  streets, 
and  good  schools.  It  is  situated  at  the  head  or  navigation  of  the 
River  Thames.  It  has  a  triweekly  steamboat  service  to  Detroit  and 
Windsor,  and  is  located  on  5  of  the  great  railway  systems,  besides 
having  an  electric  line  to  Wallaceburg.  It  also  enjoys  the  advantage 
of  an  unlimited  supply  of  natural  gas,  which  is  furnished  at  10  cents 
per  1,000  feet  for  manufacturing  purposes.  The  principal  industries 
of  Chatham  are :  Two  flour  mills,  with  a  total  capacity  of  1 ,400  barrels 
per  day  and  a  good  export  trade;  3  carriage  factories,  the  largest 
of  which  turns  out  about  15,000  jobs  per  year  and  exports  to  all 
parts  of  the  world  •  1  spring  and  axle  plant  with  no  export  busi- 
ness; 1  carriage-wneel  plant,  with  a  capacity  of  40,000  sets  per 
year  and  a  good  export  trade;  2  machine  snops  and  iron  worKs, 
manufacturing  gasolme  engines  and  gasoline  launches;  1  machine 
shop  and  iron  works,  manufacturing  thrashing-machme  engines, 
stave  jointers,  waterworks  filters,  etc.;  I  fanning  mill  and  mcu- 
bator  factory,  manufacturing  grain-cleaning  machmery  for  farmers, 
incubators,  farm  scales,  and  meless  cookers,  and  exporting  to  all 
jparts  of  the  world;  1  wagon  factory,  with  a  capacity  of  7,000  jobs 
per  year,  no  export  trade;  1  brass  works,  manufacturing  a  full  line 
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of  plumbers'  supplies;  4  planing  mills,  manufacturing  the  r^ular 
line  of  doors  ana  sashes,  in  addition  to  show  cases,  silent  salesmen, 
and  interior  finish;  and  1  stave  and  heading  factory. 

MINERAL   DEPOSITS — FRESH-WATER   FISHERIES. 

Among  the  valuable  natural  products  of  this  district  are  gaa, 
petroleum,  and  salt.  The  total  production  of  crude  oil  in  Essex 
and  Kent  counties  during  1908  was  243,427  barrels.  Almost  the 
whole  of  this  amount  was  purchased  by  the  Imperial  Oil  Company 
(Limited.)  The  amount  of  the  output  of  the  Canadian  Salt  Company 
in  its  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Windsor  during  1908  was  43,935 
tons,  valued  at  $394,000,  the  company  employing  on  an  average  97 
hands,  who  received  $54,400  in  wf^es. 

What  is  pronounced  a  large  and  most  valuable  deposit  of  silica, 
out  of  which  glass  is  manufactured,  has  been  discovered  near  Am- 
herstburg  and  when  exploited  it  is  expected  to  provide  a  big  com- 
mercial boom  for  that  town.  To  promote  the  industry,  a  company 
has  been  formed  with  a  provincial  charter.  The  company  will  pro- 
ceed to  exploit  the  field  and  expects  to  establish  a  lai^e  industry. 

As  a  result  of  the  discovery,  negotiations  are  under  way  for  the 
establishment  of  a  large  glass  factory  in  Essex  County  by  a  separate 
company.  Leamington  will  be  chosen  as  the  location,  for  several 
reasons.  Natural  gas  can  be  used  in  the  manufacture  there,  and 
shipping  facilities  from  Amherstburg  to  Ijeamington  are  good. 

The  fishinff  interests  of  this  district  are  probably  as  important  as 
that  of  an V  located  on  the  fresh  waters  or  the  Dominion,  and  com- 
mercial fishing  is  one  of  the  prominent  industries.  Much  attention 
is  given  by  the  government  to  the  gathering  of  spawn  and  the  hatch- 
ing of  the  fry.  A  large  hatchery  is  located  at  Sandwich.  Under  the 
supervision  of  the  fishery  inspector  for  eastern  Ontario  over  40,000,000 
whitefish  and  trout  spawn  were  secured  in  1908.  This  is  the  largest 
number  ever  obtained,  and  filled  the  capacity  of  the  hatchery.  Seven 
seines  were  at  work  and  of  the  fish  caught,  not  over  100  were  destroyed. 
The  fish  were  caught  at  Telegraph  Island  station,  near  Deseronto, 
and  at  Point  Ann  station,  and  the  iry  will  be  placed  in  the  various  lakes 
throughout  the  Province. 

The  year  1908  proved  a  most  successful  one  for  the  fishermen  of 
the  district.  The  catch  was  estimated  to  be  one-third  larger  than  that 
of  the  previous  year,  and  good  prices  were  maintained  during  the 
whole  season. 

DETROIT   RIVER   IMPROVEMENT. 

The  most  important  work  done  during  the  year  in  this  district  is 
that  connected  with  deepening  the  channel  of  the  Detroit  River  at 
Lime  Kiln  Crossing,  in  the  vicinity  of  Amherstburg.  While  this  work 
is  paid  for  by  the  United  States  uovernment,  the  field  of  operation  is 
largely  in  this  district. 

The  work  performed  during  1908  consisted  in  the  removal  of 
material  from  the  river  bed  for  the  purpose  of  permitting  an  increased 
draft  for  vessels.  About  3,800,000  cubic  yards  of  materia!  were 
excavated,  of  which  amount  about  10  per  cent  was  limestone  bed- 
rock, for  the  removal  of  which  the  use  of  explosives  was  necessary. 
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The  amount  expended  wag  about  $1,500,000,  of  which  $480,000 
was  for  labor,  furnished  either  by  the  contractors  or  directly  by  the 
United  States.  A  large  part  of  this  money  was  also  expended  for 
fuel  and  supplies  and  for  repairs  by  the  contractors.  Or  this  total 
outlay,  about  $46,000  was  expended  for  salaries  of  United  States 
employees  in  connection  with  the  superintendence  and  inspection  of 
the  work. 

The  plant  employed  consisted  of  17  dredges,  9  drill  boats,  21  tugs, 
5  derrick  scows,  and  5  launches.  The  maxiiuniun  number  of  men 
employed  was  about  860,  of  which  about  20  per  cent  were  Canadians 
living  in  Amherstburg.  The  remaining  80  per  cent  were  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and  were  subsisted  temporarily  either  aboard 
dredges  or  at  boarding  houses  in  Amherstburg.  About  20  per  cent 
of  the  employees  were  mspectors  of  dredging,  captains  of  tugs,  dredge 
rimners,  and  drill  foremen,  with  pay  ranging  from  $100  to  $150  per 
month;  about  50  j>er  cent  were  firemen,  driirmen,  etc.,  who  received 
from  $60  to  $100,  and  the  remaining  30  per  cent  were  deck  hands  and 
laborers,  receiving  from  $45  to  $60. 

During  1908  work  under  the  existing  contracts  for  improving  the 
channel  now  in  use  was  completed.  Work  on  what  is  known  as  the 
Livingstone  Channel  was  in  progress  during  the  year.  This  channel,* 
which  will  cost  about  $6,500,000,  extends  from  Ballards  Reef  to 
deep  water  in  Lake  Erie,  a  distance  of  about  13  miles.  About  2 
miles  at  the  Lake  Erie  end  are  completed,  and  25  per  cent  of  the  entire 
work  is  done.  The  commerce  passing  through  the  Detroit  River 
during  1908  was  estimated  at  50,000,000  tons. 

AGRICULTUBAL   INTERESTS. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  fertile  agricultural  districts  in  Canada.  The 
soil  is  varied,  but  verv  productive,  and  adapted  to  the  successful 
raising  of  all  crops  cultivated  in  this  latitude.  Great  attention  is 
paid  to  the  breedmg  of  live  stock  and  poultry  and  also  to  dairy  inter- 
ests. It  is  not  possible  to  give  the  exact  value  of  the  agricultural 
products  of  the  territory  covered  by  this  consulate,  but  there  were 
m  1908  1,113,374  milch  cows  in  Ontario,  as  compared  with  1,152,071 
in  1907,  a  falling  off  of  nearly  40,000.  The  number  of  other  cattle 
decreased  from  1,744,165  to  1,711,485  in  the  same  period. 

The  following  table  shows  the  acreage  planted  m  cereals  in  1908 
in  Ontario  and  also  the  yield  in  bushels  in  1907  and  1908,  respectively. 


Cereal. 


Barley 

Oats 

Rye 

Wlieat,fall... 
Wheat,  spring 


Area 

planted, 

1908. 


Acres. 
734,029 
2,774,259 
87,908 
670,642 
142,124 


Yield. 


1907. 


Buthelt. 
21,718,332 
83,524,301 

1,039,021 
15,546,491 

2,473,661 


1908. 


BiuhO*. 

20,888,569 

96,626,419 

1,453,616 
16,430,476 

2,197,716 


SMAXL  TOBACCO   CROP — SUOAB  BEETS  AND  ONIONS. 

In  this  district  tobacco  is  an  important  crop,  but  that  of  1908  was 
the  smallest  for  several  years.  There  were  under  cultivation  about 
800  acres,  yielding  about  1,250  pounds  per  acre,  for  which  the  growers 
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received  from  10  to  15  cents  per  pound.  The  soil  and  climate  are 
admirably  adapted  to  the  successful  growth  of  leaf  tobacco,  and  the 
smaUness  of  the  crop  in  1908  is  due  to  overproduction  in  previous 
years.  The  cost  of  producing  tobacco  is  computed  to  be  about  $50 
an  acre.  The  varieties  grown  are  the  Burley,  Virginia,  Zimmer,  and 
Connecticut. 

The  acreage  planted  in  su^ar  beets  is  increasing  each  year,  as  the 
farmers  find  it  a  very  profitable  crop,  about  2,200  acres  being  planted 
in  this  district  in  1 908.  Most  of  these  beets  are  used  by  sugar  factories 
in  Michigan.  American  capitaUsts  are  talking  of  building  a  sugar  f  ac- 
ton''  at  or  near  Chatham. 

It  has  been  discovered  recently  that  drained  marsh  lands  are  par- 
ticularly adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  onions,  and  many  of  the  owners 
of  these  lands  are  turning  their  attention  in  this  direction. 

The  marsh  lands  in  the  southern  part  of  Essex  County  are  be- 
coming famous  as  producers  of  large  crops  of  onions.  It  has  been  fre- 
Suently  stated  that  these  marsh-land  onions  are  equal  to  the  famous 
Bermudas. 

Much  of  the  acreage  is  within  easy  reach  of  Detroit  and  is  devoted  to 
the  cultivation  of  garden  truck,  small  fruits,  and  poultry.  With  such 
an  unhmited  market  as  is  afforded  by  a  large  city,  the  raising  of  these 
products  proves  most  profitable.  The  four  large  canning  factories 
of  this  district  also  contribute  toward  a  good  market  for  fruits  and 
vegetables. 

CONVENTION    OF   CORN    GROWERS. 

The  com  growers  of  Canada  held  their  convention  at  Essex,  in  this 
coimty,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  com  growing  in  the  Dominion, 
and  exhibiting  in  competition  and  for  prizes  samples  of  seed  com.  This 
exhibit  proved  to  be  the  largest  ever  shown  in  Canada  and  comprised 
295  entries.  The  convention  was  in  all  respects  very  successful,  and 
the  attendance  of  farmers  very  large. 

The  counties  of  Essex  and  Kent  nimished  over  one-half  of  the  total 
com  crop  of  Ontario  in  1908.  The  output  of  Kent,  according  to  the 
report  oi  the  department  of  agriculture,  netted  $1,439,000,  wmle  that 
of  Essex  reached  $1,672,000.  The  total  receipts  from  com  for  the 
Province  were  $6,220,000.  In  the  counties  of  Essex  and  Kent  there 
are  161,000  acres  in  this  cereal  alone. 

TRADE    WITH   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  total  imports  from  the  United  States  through  the  port  of 
Windsor  in  1908  amounted  to  $4,331,528,  against  $4,855,193  in  1907. 
The  articles  for  1908  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


,llve 

Books  and  stationery 

Breadstofls 

Cars,  carriages,  and  other  vehicles: 

Carriages,  etc 

Cars,  rail  way 

Cement  and  plaster 

CkwJ  and  ooai  dnst 

Cotton,  and  manufactures  of 

Drogs,  chemicals,  etc 


Value. 


IU2, 151 
24,980 
894,712 

26,590 
400,000 
30,757 
804,644 
18,360 
68,069 
69,612 


Articles. 


o  Figures  furnished  by  the  consul. 


O  lass  and  glassware 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Implements  and  tools 

Iron,  and  manufactures  of.. 

Machines  and  machinery. . . 
Lumber,  and  manufactures  of.. 

Oils  and  paints 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of 

All  other  articles 

Total 


Value. 


$15,292 

57,839 
526,071 
148,102 
50,949 
36,333 
29,777 
1,027,300 


a  1,0 
4,331,528 
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The  total  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  through 
the  port  of  Windsor  durmg  1908  was  $2,937,186,  of  which  $1,148,077 
represented  returned  American  goods.  The  chief  articles  of  returned 
goods  were  old  dredges  and  scows,  valued  at  $689,950.  The  principal 
articles  of  export  in  1908,  with  their  values,  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Value. 


Animals: 

Cattle  for  breeding . . , 

Horses 

Horses  for  breeding. . 

Horses  for  exhibition. 

Sheep  for  breeding. . 

Automobiles 

Beans 

Beets,  sugar 

Bones 

Breadstufls: 

Bran 

Oats 

Oat  hulls 

Chicle 

Coffee 

Enameled  ware 

Fish 

Flax 

Hides  and  sldns 

Household  effects 


$3,233 
10,427 
6,723 
9,155 
1,150 
7,660 
76,604 
42,489 
6,664 

6,674 
12,239 

1,973 
423,483 

1,892 

3,284 
10,020 
19,197 
58,523 
92,052  I 


ArUcles. 


Iron  and  steel  articles 

Rags 

Rope 

Rubber,  scr^ 

Seeds 

Tea 

Tobacco 

Whisky 

Wood,  and  manufoctures  of: 

Logs 

Lumber 

Pulp  wood. 

staves 

Ties 

Timber 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods.., 

Grand  total 


Value. 


113,407 
1,392 
3,603 
9,646 
11,674 
6,767 
21,692 
870,489 

2,827 
10,734 

6,719 

4,821 
10,240 

2,360 
23,827 


1,789,100 
1,148,077 


2,937,186 


PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND. 
CHARL.OTTETOWN. 

By  Consul  Franklin  D.  Halb. 

The  vear  1908  was  a  prosperous  one  for  the  farmers  of  Prince 
Edwara  Island ;  and  since  farming  is  the  leading  industry,  the  one 
in  which  a  very  large  part  of  the  people  is  engaged,  it  was  a  vear 
during  which  general  conditions  were  favorable  to  the  welfare  or  all. 
Climatic  conditions,  with  few  exceptions^  favored  the  principal 
crops  grown,  and  bountiful  harvests  prevailed. 

The  total  value  of  the  leading  crops  grown  in  Canada,  such  as 
potatoes,  turnips  and  other  roots,  hay,  fodder,  com,  and  sugar  beets, 
was  $186,591,816,  and  Prince  Edward  Island  is  credited  with  3.5 
per  cent  of  this  amount,  wliich,  considering  the  extent  of  its  territory 
and  population,  is  a  larger  proportion  than  that  of  any  other  province 
of  the  Dominion. 

The  quantities  of  the  principal  crops  grown  were  as  follows: 

Potatoes,  7,326,500  bualiels;  turnips  and  other  roots.  3,710,100 
bushels;  oats,  6,000,000  bushels;  barley,  150,000  busnels;  buck- 
wheat, 130,000  bushels;  mixed  grains,  630,0o!o  bushels;  and  hay 
and  clover,  417,375  tons.  The  potato  crop  as  well  as  the  hay  crop 
was  unusually  large  and  of  excellent  quality. 

The  average  price  gf  potatoes  was  20  to  25  cents,  and  more  than 
200,000  bushels  were  exported,  a  number  of  shiploads  going  to  Amer- 
ican markets.  The  average  price  of  turnips  ana  other  roots  was  15  to 
18  cents,  many  being  shipped  to  the  other  maritime  provinces  and 
Newfoundland.     Hay  commanded  about  $9  per  ton. 

These  prices  seem  low,  but  this  is  the  result  of  local  conditions. 
Prince  Edward  Island  is  cut  off  from  the  mainland,  its  products  are 
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subject  to  high  transportation  rates,  and  farmers  sell  in  the  fall  on  a 
glutted  market  instead  of  holding  till  spring  when  their  produce 
would  conmiand  a  higher  price,  there  being  no  safe  winter  transporta- 
tion. Owing  to  weather  conditions  the  potatoes  raised  in  1908  con- 
tained more  starch  than  usual,  and  a  ^ater  amount  was  used  in 
manufactures  than  for  a  number  of  years.  The  bulk  of  the  surplus 
produce  usually  finds  ready  sale  in  the  near-by  provinces. 

IMPROYEMENT    IN    RAISING    OF    LIVE    STOCK — DAIRY    PRODUCTS. 

Pasturage  was  most  excellent  and  the  products  of  the  dairy  were 
of  excellent  quality,  while  beef  cattle  were  raised  to  supply  the  locd 
needs  and  to  meet  the  demands  made  by  Newfoundland  and  New 
Brunswick.  Good  prices  prevailed.  Last  year  butchers  were 
obliged  to  import  the  choicer  grades  of  beef  cattle  from  the  Province 
of  Ontario,  but  this  year  such  grades  were  raised  in  sufficient  quanti- 
ties at  home. 

The  sheep  industry  shows  improvement  over  late  years.  The 
ruling  price  for  wool  was  low,  but  the  Boston  demand  for  lambs  has 
made  this  industry  profitable.  More  attention  is  being  paid  to  the 
introduction  of  pure-bred  sheep,  the  government  bringing  here  for 
sale  at  auction  a  number  of  breeding  sheep  of  pure  blood.  Sales 
last  year  were  made  at  SummersidCj  Souris,  and  Charlottetown. 
Greatly  increased  attention  is  also  bemg  given  to  the  breeding  of 
pure-bred  cattle,  horses,  and  fowls.  Thirty  young  Clydesdale  mares 
were  brought  from  Scotland  late  in  the  fall  and  sold  at  Charlottetown 
and  Summerside,  at  prices  ranging  from  $225  to  $350  each. 

The  Dominion  government,  as  well  as  the  provincial  government, 
is  bending  every  energy  to  aid  the  farmer  by  improvement  in  railroad 
facilities,  as  a  means  for  marketing  of  his  products;  b}r  the  grading 
of  seed  and  produce;  and  hj  diSeminating  information  in  many- 
ways.  The  farming  communities  are  becoming  educated  through 
schools^  institute,  and  newspaper  instruction  and  advice  in  more 
scientinc  methods  of  crop  producing  by  the  use  of  proper  machinery, 
and  the  raising  of  better  grades  of  cfomestic  animals.  Home  con- 
ditions are  being  improved  each  year  and  the  future  looks  fairly 
bright  for  this  large  proportion  of  the  people  of  this  island. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  cheese  product  for  the  year  was  about  1,200 
tons  and  that  of  butter  about  250  tons.  The  value  of  the  exports 
of  these  two  articles  was  about  $415,000,  that  of  cheese  being  $280,000 
and  butter  $135,000.  The  price  of  each  ranged  unusually  nigh 
through  the  year,  cheese  commanding  the  highest  average  price  of 
any  year  since  1899  except  in  1906,  when  it  was  slightly  higher. 
The  average  price  for  cheese  for  1908  was  11.9  cents  per  pound; 
butter  ranged  from  20  to  27  cents  per  pound. 

PASTEURIZING     OF     WHEY — PRODUCTION     OF     FRUITS. 

During  1908  the  leading  dairy  producers  practiced  the  pasteurizing 
of  whey,  with  the  result  that  they  fiind  its  condition  as  regards  sweet- 
ness, flavor,  and  feeding  quaUties  better  than  formerly.  The  cans 
are  sweeter  and  much  easier  to  wash,  much  less  grease  adheres  to 
them,  the  night's  milk  is  less  liable  to  be  grassy,  and  the  cans  will 
probably  last  longer.  The  patrons  of  the  factories  find  that  it  pays 
to  have  the  whey  thus  treated. 
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It  is  estimated  that  the  number  of  swine  raised  each  year  is  about 
45,000,  of  which  30,000  are  dressed,  packed,  and  exported  to  the  near- 
by provinces.  Prices  ranged  from  7  i  to  7  J  cents  per  pound  in  1908 
ana  the  value  to  the  farmers  has  amoimted  to  about  $360JM)0.  The 
packers  prefer  hogs  of  about  175  pounds  dressed  weight.  The  export 
of  lambs  to  the  Boston  market  was  less  in  1908  than  for  some  years, 
their  value  for  export  being  $1  less  per  lamb.  As  a  very  large  Quan- 
tity of  hay  was  harvested,  more  oi  the  farmers  are  wintering  lai^e 
numbers  of  sheep.  Boston  furnishes  a  good  market  in  the  late  fall 
for  live  geese  and  turkeys,  although  most  of  the  latter  are  demanded 
by  the  Dominion  markets. 

The  production  of  vegetables  was  large  and  of  excellent  quality, 
but  was  mostlv  consumed  at  home.  Berries  of  all  kinds  and  fruit 
were  produced  in  large  quantities.  Many  fresh  blueberries  were 
exported  to  the  United  States  for  canning  purposes. 

MANUFACTURING     AND     INDUSTRIAL     CONDITIONS. 

Except  to  meet  local  demands,  manufacturing  is  not  engaged  in 
extensively.  There  is  a  comparatively  small  amount  of  lumber 
produced,  most  of  that  used  being  brought  in  from  New  Brunswick. 
Also  a  small  quantity  of  sp^ecial  kinds  is  shipped  from  the  United 
States  for  cabinet  work  and  inside  finish.  The  local  mills  are  limited 
in  their  capacity  to  a  small  output  in  the  winter  season. 

Agricultural  machinery  and  implements,  carriages,  flour  mills, 
machines,  boilers,  starch,  condensed  milk,  leather.  Boots  and  shoes, 
and  meat  products  are  also  included  in  the  list  of  manufactures,  but 
the  output  in  each  line  is  small,  and  almost  none  of  the  product 
goes  outside  the  provincial  markets. 

Wages  for  skilled  or  unskilled  labor  are  practically  the  same  as  for 
a  number  of  years  past,  although  there  has  been  a  marked  increase 
from  ten  years  ago,  more  especially  in  the  skilled  trades.  No  labor 
disturbances  are  Known  here,  although  there  are  many  union  men. 
Comfort  and  contentment  generally  prevail  among  laboring  men. 

There  is  but  little  female  or  child  labor  employed  in  this  district. 
Financial  disturbances  and  conditions  of  depression  undoubtedlv 
affect  this  district  but  little,  as  the  population  is  so  largely  agricul- 
tural, and  in  all  manufacturing  lines  tnere  is  no  very  great  cliange 
from  year  to  year.  Those  thus  engaged  believe  that  1909  may  be 
an  improvement  over  1908  in  the  matter  of  production,  but  in  all 
probability  conditions  and  results  will  be  much  the  same  as  in  other 
years. 

There  is  a  growing  demand  for  gasoline  engines  to  be  used  on  farms, 
in  small  manufactories,  and  in  fishing  and  pleasure  boats.  The  United 
States  gets  jits  share  of  this  trade,  but  last  year  a  Charlottetown 
firm,  engaged  in  the  building  of  machinery  and  boilers,  got  special 
designs  from  the  United  States  and  has  buut  50  of  these  engines.  It 
expects  to  develop  a  new  and  profitable  branch  of  its  business  in  this 
way.  It  will  prooably  be  able  to  compete  successfully  with  the  for- 
eign-made engme. 

The  output  of  local  factories  can  not  supply  the  home  demand, 
and  there  is  a  large  importation  of  farm,  shop,  and  factory  machinery, 
of  which  the  United  States  gets  its  share,  because  or  the  special 
adaptability,  durability,  design,  and  finish  of  its  products  and  a 
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greater  nearness  to  this  market.  The  Canadian  tariff  is  hot  neces- 
sarily prohibitive,  although  it  is  intended  to  protect  and  foster  the 
development  of  Canadian  industrial  enterprises. 

OUTPUT   OF  THE   FISHERIES. 

The  total  value  of  the  product  of  the  fisheries  of  Prince  Edward 
Island  in  1908  was  not  equal  to  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  lob- 
ster catch  was  about  50,000  cases,  the  average  price  being  about  $15 
per  case.  The  catch  is  largely  contracted  for  early  in  the  season,  or 
even  before  the  fishing  season  commences,  and  last  year  those  who 
did  not  contract  had  to  accept  lower  prices  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  year.  The  exceptionally  high  price  and  conditions  prevailing  in 
the  United  States  operated  to  make  the  export  to  that  country  less 
than  for  some  years  and  large  shipments  were  made  to  European 
countries.  The  drop  in  price  near  the  end  of  the  year  has  discour- 
aged fishermen  and  packers  from  planning  any  great  activity  for  the 
coining  year.  Should  the  price  remain  low,  packers  will  not  make 
any  great  increase  in  investment,  and  fishermen  will  not  exert  them- 
selves.    The  catch  for  1909  is  therefore  expected  to  be  small. 

Oyster  fishing  in  1908  yielded  about  10,000  barrels,  an  increase  over 
1907,  ranging  in  price  from  $3  to  $9  per  barrel.  The  Prince  Edward 
Island  OTster  bears  a  good  reputation  for  quahty  and  flavor,  and 
readily  mids  a  market  in  Montreal. 

The  herring  and  mackerel  catch  was  small,  but  authoritative  sta* 
tistics  are  not  yet  obtainable.  The  herring  season  opened  fairly  well 
in  some  sections,  but  this  condition  lasted  but  a  short  time  on  account 
of  the  dogBsh,  although  the  latter  were  not  so  troublesome  as  in  some 
years.  Inose  especially  interested  in  the  lobster  industry  hope  for 
beneficial  results  from  the  government  hatcheries.  Dominion  and 
provincial  legislation  is  intended  to  augment  the  value  of  the  fisheries, 
and  local  authorities  are  awake  to  the  necessity  of  having  protective 
laws  enforced. 

The  opening  of  the  season  for  smelt  fishing  seemed  favorable,  but 
some  disappomtment  over  results  came  later,  although  it  is  thought 
that  the  catch  will  prove  better  than  that  of  a  year  ago.  Many  are 
shipped  to  the  Boston  market,  where  the  superiority  of  the  island 
smelt  is  recognized.  The  codfish  catch,  never  large,  was  fairly  good, 
although  a  scarcity  of  bait  was  complained  of. 

S]>ortsmen  from  other  Canadian  provinces  and  from  New  England 
come  here  during  a  part  of  the  summer  and  fall  seasons  to  enjoy  the 
healthful  climate,  and  to  hunt  and  fish.  Provincial  legislation 
attempts  to  protect  the  fish  in  the  inland  waters  and  the  small  game 
which  abounds,  in  order  that  this  attraction  may  not  be  lost  to  the 
island. 

PUBLIC   IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  Dominion  government  appropriated  $25,000  to  be  used  in  an 
attempt  to  find  a  coal  deposit  on  tms  island.  Operations  were  com- 
menced in  October  and  have  continued  without  success.  The  first 
boring  was  to  the  depth  of  2,000  feet.  Another  is  now  being  made  in 
a  different  locality,  which  has  reached  a  depth  of  nearly  1,000  feet, 
but  thus  far  no  evidence  of  a  deposit  of  this  valuable  mineral  has  been 
found.  The  work  is  being  done  under  contract  by  persons  from  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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During  1908  the  city  of  Charlottetown  expended '$12,300  on  con- 
crete sidewalks  and  macadam  streets  as  new  and  permanent  work,  of 
which  $9,000  was  for  concrete  walks.  The  Dominion  and  provincial 
governments  also  expended  for  the  same  purpose  about  tlie  pubUc 
buildings  the  sum  of  $2,500;  the  cost  per  square  yard  for  concrete 
walk  was  $1.80,  the  sand  used  being  of  local  origin,  while  the  cement 
(Portland)  was  imported  from  England  at  a  cost  here  of  $2.24  per 
barrel.  The  hard  stone  used  for  macadam  streets  is  obtained  from 
the  Nova  Scotia  coast,  and  prepared  for  use  in  the  city  crusher. 

The  Bank  of  Montreal  has  nearly  completed  the  construction  of  a 
fine  new  bank  building  costing  about  $40,000,  and  many  other 
improvements  are  being  made. 

NEW   RAILROAD   SHOPS. 

The  largest  expenditure  of  money  in  improvements  is  in  connection 
with  the  Prince  Edward  Island  Railway.  Three  years  ago  the  local 
building  and  repair  shops  were  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  Dominion 
^vernment  has  been  rebuilding  on  an  extensive  scale,  the  plans 
mvolving  the  expenditure  of  nearly  $3,000,000,  and  including  a  large 
concrete  wharf  at  Souris,  and  some  other  lesser  improvements  along 
the  Une  of  nearly  275  miles  of  road,  including  the  main  line,  extending 
nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  island,  and  three  branch  lines  to  the 
north  and  south  coasts. 

At  Charlottetown  the  plans  include  shops  for  the  building  and 
repair  of  cars,  and  the  setting  up  and  repair  of  engines.  These  shops 
are  entirely  modem  in  every  way  and  very  extensive,  and  are  equipped 
with  the  most  modem  machinery,  principally  made  in  Ontario  and 
the  United  States.  All  cars  are  built  here;  wheels  are  imported  from 
Germany;  many  heavy  castings  from  New  Brunswick  and  other 
Canadian  foundries;  and  the  wood  used  is  mostly  from  New  Bruns- 
wick. The  plans  also  include  a  roundhouse,  a  powerhouse,  a  tank 
and  flue,  mechanical  offices,  warehouse  250  feet  long  and  70  feet  wide, 
an  extension  of  yard  and  a  concrete  wharf  costing  nearly  $150,000. 
The  new  buildings  are  mostly  of  brick  and  concrete,  the  large  shops 
and  powerhouse  being  of  reenforced  concrete;  the  buttressed  concrete 
wharf  was  built  in  aoout  30  feet  of  water  at  high  tide,  and  incloses 
about  1  acre  of  ground. 

The  power  to  be  used  is  both  steam  and  electricity,  and  the  shops 
are  all  neated  by  the  blower  system.  Heavier  steel  rails  are  being 
laid  on  some  sections  of  the  road,  and  another  extension  is  in  antici- 

Eation.  This  railroad  is  owned  by  the  Dominion  government,  it 
eing  really  an  extension  of  the  Intercolonial,  and  is  under  the 
controlling  influence  of  the  department  of  railways  and  canals,  with 
a  resident  superintendent  at  Cnarlottetown. 

The  incorporated  town  of  Suxnmerside  has  put  in  a  very  up-to-date 
system  of  water  supply  and  sewerage  at  a  cost  of  nearly  $100,000,  and 
other  locaUties  can  oe  credited  with  a  spirit  of  progressive  develop- 
ment. 

USE   OF  MOTOR   CARS   PROHIBITED. 

An  act  of  the  provincial  legislature  in  session  in  the  spring  of  1908 
practically  prohioited  the  use  of  motor  or  power  cars  or  any  kind  on 
the  streets  and  highways  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  although  but  few 
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were  owned.  The  constitutionality  of  the  act  was  questioned  and  a 
case  taken  to  the  courts  to  test  it.  The  privy  council  in  November 
held  the  act  to  be  within  the  jurisdiction  or  the  provincial  parliament. 
Petitions  are  being  widely  circulated  asking  for  the  repeal  of  the  act 
by  the  next  {)arliamenty  and  should  such  action  result;  it  is  said  that 
motor  cars  will  be  manufactured  here  under  the  claim  that  they  can 
be  built  here  as  cheaply  as  anywhere.  In  fact,  such  an  enterprise 
was  in  an  embryonic  stage  when  the  act  was  passed. 

Certain  citizens  of  this  district  are  rejoicmg  over  the  inauguration 
by  the  Dominion  government  of  rural  mail  delivery.  Several  routes 
have  already  been  established,  and  other  commumties  of  people  are 
petitioners  for  similar  advantages. 

FINANCIAL   CONDmONS   AND   TRADE. 

The  people  could  not  be  otherwise  than  prosperous,  with  bountiful 
harvests  and  reasonable  prices  for  the  surplus  they  have  had  to  sell. 
Money  was  plentiful  during  the  year,  and  banking  institutions  report 
prosperity.  Failures  have  not  been  numerous  or  for  large  amounts, 
and  Dusiness  men  report  collections  made  without  any  unusual  dif- 
ficulty. 

Money  readily  commands  6  per  cent  or  more  on  short-time  loans, 
while  Charlottetown  was  able  to  dispose  of  bonds  at  4  and  4^  per 
cent,  largely  to  its  own  people. 

The  retail  trade  was  good  during  the  year,  the  products  of  United 
States  shops  and  factories  holding  their  own  in  this  market.  In 
small  hardware  and  edged  tools,  agricultural  implements,  some  lines 
of  dry  and  fancy  goods,  silver  and  hollow  plated  goods,  clocks  and 
watches,  millinery,  books,  papers,  and  magazines,  stationery  and 
stationers'  goods,  a^cultural  seeds,  and  in  other  lines  they  find  a 
market  here,  which  is  not  growing  less  valuable.  The  sale  of  maga- 
zines is  constantly  on  the  increase,  notwithstanding  Enghsh  and 
Canadian  magazines  enter  into  competition.  One  firm  buys  nearly 
$25,000  worth  of  agricultural  seeds  every  year  in  the  American  markets. 

Tlie  consumption  of  tropical  fruits  is  constantly  increasing,  and 
these  come  lai^ely  from  Boston,  with  the  exception  of  grapes,  which 
are  raised  in  (mtario.  Some  complaint  is  made  that  the  miit  pack- 
ages are  not  made  as  strong  as  they  should  be,  and  that  more  or  less 
damage  is  occasioned  thereby. 

Regular  and  well-established  currents  of  trade  are  apt  to  continue, 
even  with  little  or  no  eflFort  to  prevent  interference,  but  to  establish 
a  trade  in  new  lines  or  to  largely  increase  estabUshed  trade  calls  for 
effort  and  activity  on  the  part  of  those  who  desire  such  residts. 
Active  commercial  travelers  can  do  much  toward  this  end;  adver- 
tisements and  catalogues  are  not  always  a  waste  of  time  and  capital, 
and  personal  correspondence  offering  reciprocal  advantages  is  usually 
honestly  and  carefully  considered.  There  is  no  prejudice  against 
American-made  goods  except  such  as  comes  from  loyalty  to  liome 
capital  and  labor. 

SALES  TO  THE  UNITED   STATES. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  Charlottetown  to  the  United 
States  in  1908  was  $286,879,  against  $343,348  in  1907;  from  Summer- 
side  SLgencj,  $94,861,  against  $121,416;  and  from  Souris  agency, 
S7,069,  against  $21,244,  making  the  total  from  the  island  in  1908, 
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$388,809,  against  $486,008  in  1907.  The  shipments  from  Charlotte- 
town  showed  a  decrease  of  $37,785  in  canned  lobsters  and  $35,973 
in  mackerel,  while  the  item  of  potatoes  increased  $31,314.  The 
decreases  from  Summerfield  were  in  lambs,  amounting  to  $12,589, 
and  in  clams  to  the  value  of  $17,344,  while  from  Souris  the  decrease 
was  almost  entirely  in  mackerel,  amounting  to  $12,906. 

The  exports  in  detail  from  Charlottetown  and   the   agencies  at 
Summerside  and  Souris  to  the  United  States  in  1908  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Value. 


Articles. 


Value. 


CHABLOTTETOWN. 

Copper,  brass,  and  rubber,  scrap 

F^and  flsh  products: 

Clams.. ^ 

Herrings 

Lobsters,  canned 

Smelts 

Sounds,  hake 

Hides  and  skins 

Household  effects 

Potatoes 

Seeds , 

All  other  articles 

Total 

SUMMERSIDE. 

Animals: 

Horses 

Lambs 

Emigrants'  effects 

Fish  and  flsh  products: 

Clams 

Cod 


11,132 

8,486 

1,422 

1,257 

221,897 

1,120 

063 

11,191 

2,686 

36,186 

368 

1,171 


286,879 


1,410 
36,193 
1,187 

736 
1,909 


8VMMEB8IDE— continued. 

Fish  and  fish  producta— Continued. 

Lobsters,  canned 

Mackerel 

Smelts,  frozen 

Sounds,  hake 

Hides  and  skins 

Potatoes 

Poultry 

Total 

80UBIS. 

Fish  and  flsh  products: 

Lobsters,  canned. 

Mackerel 

Sounds 

Household  effects 

Poultry — 

All  other  articles 

Total .,.. 

Grand  total 


$19,114 
2,747 
5,202 
2.997 
11,970 
7,638 
3,75B 


94,861 


1,600 

2,532 

1,744 

295 

545 

853 


7,069 


388,809 


QUEBEC. 
MONTREAL. 

By  Consul-General  William  Harrison  Bradley. 

The  trade  of  Montreal  and  district  for  the  calendar  year  1908  expe- 
rienced in  general  a  gradual  decline,  or  readjustment  of  values  on  a 
slightly  lower  scale.  Exports  and  imports  decreased,  particularly  the 
latter,  showing  that  the  district  was  absorbing  stock  in  hand.     Ship- 

Einff  companies  report  a  falling  off  in  cargoes  both  in  and  out,  and 
amc  clearings  fell  off  as  well.  The  clearmgs  for  Montreal  for  1907 
were  $1,430,150,000,  and  $1,326,609,000  in  1908,  showing  a  decrease  of 
$103,541,000. 

The  bank  clearings  of  Montreal  show  a  gradual  recovery  after  the 
first  months  of  the  year,  from  the  trying  times  at  the  close  of  1907, 
until  September,  October,  and  November,  when  they  were  practi- 
cally equal  to  those  of  the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous  year. 
The  difference  in  the  clearings  between  the  two  years  shows  approxi- 
mately the  shrinkage  of  general  business.  Montreal  stood  ninth 
among  the  large  cities  of  this  continent  in  respect  to  the  amount  of 
its  clearings  during  the  year,  eight  cities  of  the  United  States  exceed- 
ingit. 

During  the  year  provision  was  made  in  parliament  for  the  issuing 
of  notes  for  circulation  by  the  banks  during  the  period  from  October 
1  to  January  21  of  each  year  in  excess  of  their  paid-up  capital,  which 
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formerly  was  the  limit  of  the  amount  of  note  circulation  allowed, 
with  the  idea  of  reUeving  any  stringency  that  might  occur  during  the 
moving  of  crops.  This  extra  issue  can  not  exceed  15  per  cent  of  the 
paid-up  capital  and  reserve  funds  of  the  bank,  which  must  pay  to 
the  government  a  5  per  cent  tax  on  all  circulation  in  excess  of  the 
amount  of  paid-up  capital.  The  banks  generally  did  not  take  advan- 
tage of  this  act. 

SHIPPING   STATISTICS. 

During  the  season  of  navigation  of  1908,739  ocean  vessels  arrived 
at  the  port  of  Montreal,  one  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  ton- 
nf^e  of  these  vessels  was  greater  by  34,129  tons,  there  being  1,958,6(J4 
tons  in  1908  against  1,924,475  tons  in  1907.  No  seagoing  sailing 
ships  came  into  port. 

The  customs  collections  at  this  port  for  the  seven  months  of  the 
season  showed  a  decrease  of  $3,013,083,  being  $7,502,784  in  1908, 
agamst  $10,515,867  in  1907. 

The  amount  of  incoming  and  outgoing  cargoes  for  the  full  winter 
and  summer  work  of  the  four  principal  Canadian  Atlantic  ports,  end- 
ing with  the  opening  of  navigation  in  the  spring  of  1908  was  as  follows: 


Port. 

Inward. 

Outward. 

TotaL 

W»IffeT.,                                                                             

Toru. 
218,864 
811,014 
79,191 
806,712 

Tons. 
322,919 
1,428,770 
184,630 
773,624 

Tons. 

641,773 
2.239,784 

263,821 
1,080,236 

Mootreal 

QoBbec 

St  John 

Total 

1,416.771 

2,709,843 

4,126,614 

Besides  an  additional  steamer  from  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  to 
Montreal,  put  on  during  the  summer,  with  a  boat  every  two  weeks, 
there  were  several  other  projects  more  or  less  definitely  arranged  for 
the  coming  season,  incluaing  a  joint  service  by  the  Hamburg- Ameri- 
can, North  German  Lloyd,  and  Holland- American  lines  to  the  north 
of  Europe;  a  direct  passenger  and  freight  service  by  the  White  Star 
Lane,  with  two  large  new  ships  of  about  15,000  tons,  between  Montreal 
and  Liverpool;  a  new  line  oy  private  parties  from  Montreal  to  the 
Bermudas,  and  greater  facilities  for  trade  with  the  Mediterranean  by 
the  Thomson  Line. 


TIMBER   EXPORTS   AND   PURCHASES   OF  COAL. 

The  timber  exports  for  the  season  of  1908  were  the  smallest  for  four 
years  past.  The  shipment  to  the  United  States  and  the  Continent  was 
107,937,057  feet,  a  decrease  of  6,063,257  feet  compared  with  1907,  of 
38,831,366  feet  compared  with  1906,  and  of  46,055,855  feet  compared 
with  1904.  Lumbering  generally  had  a  harder  time  than  other 
industries,  until  near  the  close  of  the  year,  when  strong  purchases  for 
future  deliven^  stiffened  prices  and  permitted  lumbermen  to  make 
preparations  for  a  good  cut  during  the  winter. 

Forest  fires  did  enormous  damage  through  the  Province.  The 
smoke  from  these  during  September  and  October  seriously  hindered 
navigation  along  the  lower  St.  Lawrence.     The  rainfall  was  so  much 
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below  the  average  that  industrial  concerns  dep>endent  on  water  power 
were  obliged  to  shorten  their  hours  of  labor,  and  in  one*  or  two  cases 
to  shut  down  entirely  for  a  time. 

There  were  1,548,469  tons  of  coal  brought  into  Montreal  from 
lower  St.  Lawrence  ports.  A  sunMnary  of  American  coal  imports 
into  Quebec  for  the  seven  months  of  open  navigation  in  1908  shows: 
Anthracite,  603 ,000  tons;  bituminous,  198,000  tons;  and  dust,  84,000 
tons;  total,  885,000  tons. 

MANUFACTUKING LABOR  DISPUTES. 

*  Manufacturing  in  general  had  a  fair  year,  prices  for  the  most  part 
being  fairly  sustained.  In  the  Province  of  Quebec  there  are  about 
806,508  spindles  for  spinning  cotton.  These  spindles  have  taken 
during  the  past  year  approximately  80,000  bfdes  of  raw  cotton. 
About  30,000  fewer  spindles  were  running  during  1908  than  during 
the  previous  year.  Tne  vam  spun  is  usually  40s.  Only  one  mill  in 
the  rrovince  weaves  cloth  which  requires  finer  counts. 

There  was  not  the  decline  in  wa^es  that  might  have  been  expected 
after  the  financial  trouble  of  the  rail  of  1907,  but  there  was  a  small 
reduction  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  railway  companies,  balanced, 
however,  by  an  increase  in  others.  By  December  the  general  activity 
and  demand  for  labor  were  greater  than  in  the  corresponding  month 
of  1907. 

Fewer  industrial  disputes  were  brought  before  the  commissioners 
under  the^  industrial-msputes  investigation  act,  the  notable  excep- 
tions to  this  bein^  the  strike  of  the  textile  workers  in  Quebec  and  tne 
strike  of  the  macninists  and  mechanics  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way. A  board  of  conciliation  and  investigation  was  established  for 
the  adjustment  of  the  latter  dispute,  the  decision  of  which  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  under  protest,  and  was 
declared  by  the  employees  unacceptable  to  them.  The  strike  in- 
volved about  5,000  men,  was  commenced  in  August,  and  continued 
through  September.  On  October  5  the  minister  of  labor  was  noti- 
fied by  the  representative  of  the  men  that  they  had  decided  to  accept 
the  original  award  of  the  conciliation  board.  The  company  agreed 
to  take  all  reasonable  means  to  find  employment  for  the  strikers,  and 
to  take  measures  to  prevent  discrimination.  It  is  understood  that 
the  striking  employees  returned  to  work  immediately,  so  far  as  the 
company  was  able  to  find  positions  for  them. 

RECEIPTS   AND    SHIPMENTS   OF   PRODUCE. 

Of  the  total  receipts  of  produce  at  Montreal  in  1908,  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  carried  the  following  principal  articles:  Wheat, 
7,375,914  bushels;  com,  267,678  bushels;  peas,  198,435  bushels; 
oats,  634,911  bushels;  barley,  399,705  bushels;  flour,  370,627  barrels; 
eggs,  142,912  cases;  butter,  184,495  packages;  cheese,  958,083  boxes; 
lard,  223,412  barrels;  and  meats,  hams,  and  bacon,  80,839  packages. 
The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  during  the  year,  carried  of  these 
articles  the  following:  Wheat,  204,330  bushels;  com,  42,100  bushels; 

Seas,  66,566  bushels;  oats,  690,150  bushels;  barley,  230,806  bushels; 
our,  573,768  barrels;  eggs,  78,251  cases;  butter,  194,526  packages; 
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cheese,  600,340  boxes;  lard,  233,141  barrels;  and  meats,  hams^  and 
bacon,  153,929  packages.  The  quantity  of  cereals  and  provisions 
transported  through  the  Lachine  Canal  for  Montreal  during  1908 
consisted  of  the  following  chief  items:  Wheat,  23,266,129  bushels; 
com,  409,404  bushels;  oats,  1,484,675  bushels;  barley,  1,032,124 
bushels;  rye,  278,967  bushels;  flaxseed,  1,070,247  bushels;  eg^, 
15,164  cases;  and  cheese,  262,337  boxes.  From  these  figures  it  will 
be  seen  that  more  than  75  per  cent  of  the  wheat,  50  per  cent  of  the 
oats,  and  60  per  cent  of  the  barley  passed  through  the  Lachinie  Canal. 

Of  the  shipments  of  wheat  by  way  of  the  St.  Lawrence  River  in 
1908,  the  principal  ports  of  destination  and  amounts  taken,  in  bushels, 
were  as  follows:  Ix>ndon,  7,039,798;  Liverpool,  4,810,277;  Glasgow, 
2,718,349;  Antwerp,  2,033,061;  Leith,  1.233,918;  Avonmouth, 
1,852,796;  Manchester,  1,586,990;  St.  Petersburg,  827,194;  Bristol, 
801,359;  Marseilles,  677,537;  Leghorn,  625,300;  Rotterdam,  559,295; 
Palermo,  228,606;  Algiers,  230,346;  Genoa,  204,500;  Belfast,  246,502; 
Dublin,  216,371;  Newcastle,  271,309;  Naples,  159,000;  and  Malta, 
193,200.  The  bulk  of  the  flour  went  to  London  with  162,506  barrels; 
Glasgow,  218,969  barrels;  South  African  ports,  157,955  barrels;  and 
Antwerp,  54.638  barrels.  London  took  nearly  50  per  cent  of  the 
shipments  or  cheese,  amounting  to  805,940  boxes,  while  Liverpool 
came  next  with  412,430  boxes.  Of  the  shipments  of  lard,  101,135 
barrels  went  to  London,  99,897  barrels  to  Liverpool,  and  64,092 
barrels  to  Manchester. 

The  receipts  and  shipments  of  produce  at  Montreal  in  1907  and  1908 
in  detail  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Receipts. 


Shipments. 


Wheat bushels. 

Barley do... 

Boekwbeat do. . . 

Com. do... 

Flour barrels. 

Meal do... 

Rye bushels . 

Flucseed do... 

Oats do... 

Peas do. . . 

Butter packages. 

Cheese boxes. 

Eggs cases. 

Bacon  and  hams,  etc packages. 

Lard barrels. 


1 

1907. 

1908. 

1907. 

25,290,140 

30,846,373 

20,960,097 

1,185,094 

1,662,635 

803,784 

44,530 

161,163 

47,741 

5,447,056 

719, 182 

4,831.773 

1,121,482 

973,314 

1,031,896 

97,226 

103,868 

67,228 

106.770 

323,563 

128,403 

2,166,308 

1,373,806 

1,381,935 

5,700.273 

2.809,736 

3,862,657 

178,384 

265,  a36 

141,714 

405,554 

446,959 

66,871 

2,063,98« 

1,961,006 

1.977,478 

211.626 

263,651 

28,175 

281.812 

234.768 

59,158 

386,125 

458,975 

353,114 

1908. 


27,405.034 
1,268,689 

84,463 
268,433 
892,707 

40,338 
255,012 
678, 184 
130.497 
235,888 

95,828 
1,793,102 

10,377 

51,494 
382,978 


EXPORTS   TO   THE    UNFTED   STATES. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  declared  from  this  consular  district 
to  the  United  States  in  1908  was  $4,299,369,  of  which  Montreal 
furnished  articles,  including  American  goods  returned,  worth 
S4,234,227;  the  agjency  of  Huntingdon,  $49,146,  and  Hemmingford, 
$15,996.  The  prmcipal  articles  from  Huntingdon  were  horses 
valued  at$15,701 ;  hides,$l  1,816;  household  effects, $7,386, and  cattle, 
$5,800;  while  pulp  wood  worth  $10,784  and  live  animals  valued  at 
$3,748  were  shipped  from  Hemmingford. 
18077--C  B  1908— VOL  2 8 
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The  articles  of  export  from  Montreal  diiring  1907  and  1908  were  as 
follows: 


Artides. 


Animals,  live 

Automobiles 

Bags,  cotton  and  Jute 

Books,  etc 

Braadstufls 

Bullion,  gold  and  silver. . 

Cartridges 

Butter. 


Chemicals,  drugs,  dyes,  etc. 
Cotton, and  manuJactures  of. 

FertUiiers 

Fish 

Fors,  and  manufactures  of: 
Rav 


Cuttinra. 
Dressed.. 


Di 

Waste. 

Other 

Qas  Uquor 

Hair,  animal 

Hides  and  skins 

Household  effects 

Jewelers'  sweepings,  etc 

Jewelry 

Leather,  and  leather  scrap. . 

Liquors 

Metals: 

Iron  tinned , 

SCTap— 

Brass 

•     Copper , 


1907. 


136,827 
31,600 
12.208 
20,339 
840 
16,408 
31,323 
24,856 
43,137 
22,317 
13,635 
13,144 

271,917 

32,563 

8,335 

8,055 

910 


36,962 
200,521 
198,275 

81,101 
200 

15,352 

41,897 

243 

26,082 
85,972 


1908. 


$25,280 
90,908 
20,160 
13,548 

123,390 

235 

20,312 


748,418 
44,563 
42,882 
6,194 

208,511 

25,674 

6,496 

8,051 

678 

13,178 

15,442 

298.900 

171,037 

14,135 

4,678 

45,291 

16,492 

6,652 

11,934 
63,620 


Articles. 


If etals— Continued . 
Scrap— Continued. 

fin 

Steel  and  iron  ingots 

Other 

Minerals 

Paintings 

Paper,  etc.: 
Buildhig 


Printing. . . 
Paper  stock . 


Rubber,  scrap,  etc 

Sausage  casings 

Soap  stock 

Tankage  (fertilixer) 

Tea 

Tobacco 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Clapboards 

Laths 

Lumber 

Pulp  wood 

Shinries 

Wooapulp 

All  other  articles 


Total 

Returned  Amwican  goods.. 


Grand  total. 


1907. 


121,487 


23,700 
2,981 
36,450 

13,339 


60,338 
76,143 
2,983 
21,047 
26.605 
82,526 
84,907 

15,291 
1,757 
662,427 
200,100 
051 
621,893 
266,893 


3,295,177 
486,648 


1906. 


$6,049 
18,612 
5,962 
4,164 
14,611 

5,706 
84,987 
85,550 
80,742 

7,637 
37,068 
27,770 
48.425 
106,453 

44,010 

7,249 

586,282 

116,772 

10,173 
487,057 

25,679 


3,806,184 
429,093 


3,781,825 


4,234,227 


QUEBEC. 

By  Consul  William  W.  Henry. 

This  city  is  the  capital  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  and  is  second 
in  size  and  importance  in  the  Province.  The  population  is  about 
80,000  and  next  to  Montreal  it  is  the  principal  port  on  the  St. 
Lawrence  River.  The  season  of  navigation  is  from  April  to  Novem- 
ber, and  during  this  period  all  the  immigrants  coming  by  the  St. 
Lawrence  River  are  landed  here.  The  district  is  rich  in  immense 
tracts  of  spruce,  balsam,  and  cedar  forests,  and  it  is  in  these  forests 
that  the  main  wealth  of  the  district  lies. 

During  1908  the  exports  of  lumber  to  the  United  States  were  not 
quite  so  great  as  in  1907,  the  decrease  being  due  to  the  cut  in  prices. 
The  value  of  the  pulp  wood  exported  to  the  United  States  was 
$636,186,  against  $385,940  in  1907.  This  increase  is  due  in  part  to 
the  increase  in  the  size  of  the  district  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
consulate  at  Three  Rivers  was  abolished  June  30,  1908.  However 
the  exports  of  pulp  wood  from  the  Quebec  district  proper  were  equal 
to,  if  not  a  little  more  than,  those  of  1907.  There  has  been  much  talk 
for  an  export  duty  on  pulp  wood  high  enough  to  prohibit  its  export 
to  the  United  States  to  conoipel  the  American  concerns  to  manufac- 
ture the  pulp  in  Canada.  There  has  been  nothing  done  about  the 
matter  in  parliament  as  yet. 

There  has,  however,  lieen  a  lai^e  increase  in  the  amount  of  wood 
pulp  exported  to  the  United  States.  Large  manufactories  of  wood 
pulp  are  established  at  Chicoutimi  and  Shawinigan  Falls.    The 
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.  fonner  has  a  capital  of  $1,600,000  and  has  a  mill  capacity  of  33,000 
dry  tons  per  annum.  It  nas  338,500  acres  of  spruce  timber  lands 
and  employs  from  300  to  500  men.  During  1908  the  value  of  the  wood 
pulp  exported  to  the  United  States  was  $230,361.  Considerable 
printing  paper  was  shipped  into  the  United  States.  Should  an  export 
duty  be  unposed  upon  pulp  wood  as  proposed,  the  manufacture  of 
wood  pulp  and  paper  would  doubtless  become  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant industries  in  the  province.  The  prices  for  wood  pulp  are 
generally  higher  in  the  United  States  than  in  England,  but  as  most 
of  it  is  shipped  to  the  United  States  by  rail  the  cost  of  transporta- 
tion is  high.  Last  season  one  large  shipment  was  made  to  Portland, 
Me.,  by  steamboat.  This  was  a  new  venture  and  if  it  proved  suc- 
cessful there  will  doubtless  be  more  shipments  of  this  sort  from 
Chicoutimi. 

RAILWAY  IMPROVEMENTS — AGRICULTURAL   INTERESTS. 

The  Canadian  Government  has  purchased  the  charter  of  the  Quebec 
Bridge  Company  and  proposes  building  a  new  bridge.  Several 
engineers  are  at  work  upon  new  plans.  No  work  has  been  done 
toward  removing  the  d6bris  of  the  old  bridge. 

During  the  past  year  the  Canadian  Northern  Quebec  Railway 
assumed  control  of  the  Quebec  and  Lake  St.  John  Railway  and  ran 
through  trains  over  its  lines  to  Montreal.  During  the  season  of  1908 
a  branch  of  the  Canadian  Northern  Quebec  Railway  from  Quebec 
to  Gameau  Jimction  was  practically  completed,  thus  shortening  the 
distance  from  Quebec  to  Montreal  over  its  lines  by  nearly  100  miles 
and  making  this  road  a  practical  competitor  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
for  freight  and  passengers  between  here  and  Montreal  on  the  north 
shore.  Car  ferries  are  being  built  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
railways  on  the  south  shore  and  are  expected  to  be  in  use  in  1909. 

Queoec  as  a  port  is  becoming  more  prominent.  The  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  has  made  this  city  the  summer  terminus  for  its  lai]ge 
ocean  liners  and  has  expended  considerable  money  in  enlarging  its 
dock  some  1,200  feet.  It  has  also  extended  the  railroad  so  that 
freight  is  loaded  from  car  to  ship  without  delay. 

Tne  agricultural  interests  in  tnis  city  and  district  are  mostly  of  a 
local  character,  and  compared  with  the  lumber  and  pulp  wood  indus- 
tries are  of  minor  importance.  The  crops  for  the  year  were  above 
the  general  average,  especially  in  hay.  oats,  and  potatoes.  The  farms 
are  small,  and  as  a  rule  very  Uttle  farm  produce  is  exported.  The 
unusual  demand  for' foodstuffs  occasioned  by  the  crowds  attending 
the  Champlain  tercentenary  celebration  in  July  caused  a  shortage, 
which  increased  prices  throughout  the  district,  but  they  soon  fell 
back  to  the  normal. 

The  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  is  an  important  occupation  in 
Quebec,  there  being  no  less  than  22  establishments.  The  grade  of 
shoes  made  is  generally  not  very  expensive,  and  there  is  still  a  good 
demand  for  American  shoes  of  the  finer  grades.  Cotton  is  manu- 
factured here  to  some  extent. 

The  large  number  of  skilled  workmen  who  were  brought  here  from 
the  United  States  to  work  in  the  Ross  rifle  factory  have  returned 
bome^  being  succeeded  by  Canadian  workmen. 
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nCFOBTS  BY  COUNTRIES  AND  BY  ARTICLES. 

The  imports  into  Quebec  in  1908  were  valued  at  $9,096,859, 
against  $11,878,366  in  1907.  The  imports,  by  countries,  for  1907 
and  1908,  respectively,  are  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Country. 


1907. 


1906. 


Country. 


1907. 


1906. 


United  States 

Belgium 

British  West  Indies. 

Ceylon 

China 

France 

Germany 

Japan 


H 106. 204 
64.019 
199.535 
12.220 
11.485 
495.152 
252. 5«2 
26,870 


$3,954,220 
94.806 
115,618 
27,748 
7,885 
412,448 
187,112 
9,010 


Netherlands 

Spain 

Switterland 

United  Kingdom... 
All  other  countries.. 


1117.398 

64.655 

88,715 

6,161.266 

248,285 


$129,552 

20,712 

37.900 

3,960,137 

138,702 


Total 11.878,366  I      9,095,8S0 


Of  the  articles  imported  into  Quebec  in  1908,  settlers*  effects, 
valued  at  $1,509,400,  were  the  largest  item,  followed  by  manufac- 
tures of  iron  ana  steel,  $716,306;  raw  cotton,  $707,022;  and  coal  and 
coke,  $670,516. 

In  the  following  statement  are  shown  the  total  imports,  by  articles, 
from  all  countries,  and  the  share  of  each  from  the  United  States 
and  from  the  United  Kingdom  during  1908: 


Articles. 


United 
States. 


United     <    Total  aU 
Kingdom.  |  oountries. 


Animals,  live 

Books,  paper,  music,  etc 

Bnttons,  Brushes,  combs,  collars,  etc 

Brass  and  copper  articles 

Carpets 

Cement. 

Coal  and  coke 

Coffee  and  chloory 

Cotton,  and  manufoctures  of: 

Raw 

Fabrics,  etc 

Drugs,  chemicals,  dyes,  etc 

Earthen  and  china  ware 

Fancy  goods,  toys,  embroideries,  etc 

Fruits 

Furs,  and  manufactures  of 

Glass,  and  manufactures  of 

Gutta-percha  and  India  rubber,  manufactures  of. 

Grain  of  all  kinds 

Hats,  cape,  bonnets,  etc 

Hides.. 


Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of. 

Jewelry,  watches,  etc 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of.. . 

Lumber  and  tim ber 

Oils 

Oilcloth 

Provisions 

Settlers'  effects  .* . . . . ! 

Silk,  manufactures  of 

Spirits 

Sugar  and  candy 

Tea.. 


Tin,  and  manufactures  of. . 

Wool,  manufactures  of. 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


$3,235 
21,410 
10,215 

52,  no 


3,756 

644,ft58 

610 

707,022 
98,520 
47,415 
2,240 

19,  no 

66.363 

109,106 

25,380 

27,315 

105.205 

47,715 

159,780 

520,745 

45,710 

110,410 

151,710 

4,980 

3.980 

299,363 

112,665 

136,114 

1,210 

646 

1,119 

4,234 


11,410 
397,260 


$65,244 
18,209 
14,410 
53,340 
68,810 
16,709 
25,558 
8,685 


252,280 
18,740 
80,715 
42,780 
30,099 

101.214 
15,710 
13,670 


99,880 

124,683 

180,310 

8,980 

11,813 


13,910 
42,710 


974 

1.330,180 

115,220 

39,073 

72,062 

18,372 

68,410 

515,325 

492,072 


3,954.220 


3,960,137 


$68,479 
90.897 
25.955 

114,840 
80,515 
22,698 

670,516 
17,115 

707,022 

379,425 

79,155 

87,871 

131,076 

96,705 

355,825 

81,070 

41,995 

105.205 

159,991 

470,528 

716.306 

59,894 

126.523 

151.710 

21,409 

46.600 

209,363 

133.189 

1,509.400 

125,230 

238,051 

115.325 

63,784 

68.410 

589.460 

1.258.433 


9,095,869 
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EXPORTS   TO   THE   UNITED   STATES. 


The  declared  value  of  the  exports,  exclusive  of  returned  goods, 
from  this  consular  district  to  the  United  States  in  1 908  was  $2,670,355, 
of  which  Quebec  furnished  articles  worth  $1,582,524,  and  the  agencies 
at  Levis  and  VictoriaviUe  $413,960  and  $573,871,  respectively.  The 
articles  from  Quebec  were: 


Articles. 


Batem 

Biiss,acnp 

FtttUkeis 

Phh 

Fur,  and  manafiMtures  of: 

Raw 

Other 

Hair 

Heads,  mounted 

Hides 

Hooaehold  effects 

Vaper,  manufactures  of: 

Printing 

Other 

Rubber,  old 


Value. 


$1,620 
5,317 

23,338 
6,274 

33,206 
1,»2 

10,088 
1,140 

18,351 
7,760 

44,643 

667 

24,640 


Articles. 


Skins,  calf 

Suear,  maple 

Tobacco,  scrap 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Clapboards 

Ltmiber 

Pulp  wood 

Shingles 

Wood  pulp 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods.. 

Grand  total 


Value. 


167,803 

43,018 

1,120 

1,225 
340,563 
636,186 
6,056 
230,362 
68,016 


1,582,534 
41,727 


1,J 
1,624,251 


SHIPMENTS   FROM   AGENCIES   TO   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  item  of  pulp  wood  comprised  nearly  50  per  cent  of  the  ex- 
ports from  the  Levis  agency  to  the  United  States  in  1908,  the  value 
Deing  $201,628.     The  exports  in  detail  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Other 

Bhieberrles 

Cunp  supplies 

Pish  (salted  eels) 

Hous^iold  effects 

8acar,  maple 

Wood,  and  manufeMStures  of: 

Laths 

Lumber 


Value. 


$3,160 

26,811 

148 

27,617 

4,473 

072 

3,303 

16,007 

'i,760 
66,264 


Articles. 


I  Wood,  and  manufactures  of—Cont'd. 

;        Matchsplints 

Pulp  wood 

I         Shingles 

;  Ties 

:        Other 

All  other  articles 


Total 

Returned  American  goods.. 


Grand  total. 


Value. 


12,581 
201,628 
30,434 
28,167 
338 
407 


413,060 
6,058 


420,018 


The  exports  from  the  VictoriaviUe  agency  to  the  United  States 
in  the  past  year  consisted  chiefly  of  asbestos  and  pulp  wood,  these 
two  articles  comprising  81  per  cent  of  the  total  shipments.  A  de- 
tailed statement  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  m  1908  follows: 


Artidea. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Asbestos           

•211,107 
26,165 
6,644 
5,773 
747 
10,647 
3,200 

36,102 
264,030 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of— Cont'd. 
Shingles 

Hidci                      

17,074 

Household  efltets 

other 

572 

I^amhs 

All  other  articles 

1,740 

t^intiisr  scrap 

Total 

573,871 

flogtr  maplff 

700 

Wood,  ana  manulactures  of: 

Ijomhet.       

Grand  total 

574,571 

Poip  wood 
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RIMOUSKI. 

By  Consul  Fbederick  M.  Rybbr. 

The  towns  of  Riviere-du-Loup  and  Rimouski  have  outdistanced 
all  others  in  the  consular  distnct  within  the  past  ten  years,  each 
having  doubled  in  population  and  exceeded  that  percentage  in  its 
increase  in  business  importance. 

The  terminus  of  the  Temiscouta  Railway,  with  its  main  offices 
and  repair  shops,  the  extensive  machine  shops  of  the  Intercolonial 
Railway  system,  a  large  pulp  mill  and  other  lumber  interests  are 
mainly  responsiole  for  the  rapid  growth  of  Riviere-du-Loup,  while 
Rimouski  attributes  its  prosperity  to  the  wealth  of  its  surrounding 
forests,  its  well-eguippea  mills  for  manufacturing  lumber,  and  the 
enterprise  of  the  busmess  men  in  the  community. 

A  water  supply  equal  to  any  emergency  was  recently  provided 
under  municipal  control;  the  streets  are  unusually  well  lighted  bv 
a  modem  electric  plant,  the  power  for  which  is  generated  by  the  falls 
on  the  Rimouski  River,  about  2  miles  from  town,  and  it  is  sur- 
prising that  many  homes  of  the  laborii^  classes  are  also  lighted  by 
electncity,  for  the  reason  that  a  low  tarS  of  rates  places  this  luxury 
within  the  reach  of  all  classes;  the  authorities  have  attended  to  the 
sanitation  of  the  town  and  a  model  sewer  system  has  been  constructed, 
an  improvement  which  few  towns  in  the  province  can  boast.  There 
is  probablv  not  another  place  of  the  size  of  Kimouski  where  telephones 
are  in  sucn  general  use.  This  is  partly  accounted  for  bjr  the  reason- 
able rates,  varjdng  from  $15  for  residences  to  $20  for  business  houses, 
for  unlimited  service. 

RAILWAY  EXTENSIONS. 

Inadequate  railway  facilities  appear  to  have  hampered  this  section 
of  the  Province  of  Quebec  to  a  considerable  extent,  yet  the  Inter- 
colonial system  has  accomplished  a  great  deal  in  tne  development 
of  a  strip  several  miles  in  width  skirting  the  St.  Lawrence  River,  but 
10  miles  back  from  the  river  lies  an  unbroken  forest  of  spruce  and 
cedar  of  immense  value. 

There  is  now  a  probability  of  this  back  country  being  opened  up 
by  a  line  of  the  Transcontinental  Railway  which  is  under  construc- 
tion; this  system  parallels  the  Intercolonial  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance in  its  course  from  Moncton  to  Quebec,  some  30  to  40  miles  to 
the  southeast,  and  will  intersect  the  Temiscouta  Railway  and  Canadian 
Pacific  at  Edmundston,  New  Brunswick. 

The  Matane  and  Gaspe  Railway,  now  building  from  St.  Flavie  to 
Matane,  has  a  charter  for  extending  its  line  to  Kimouski  and  thence 
directly  to  Edmundston.  Another  project,  of  a  local  companv  is 
to  construct  a  line  from  Rimouski  to  Connors,  New  Brunswick,  where 
it  will  connect  with  the  Temiscouta,  Transcontinental,  and  also  the 
extension  of  the  Quebec  Central  Railway,  the  first  section  of  which 
is  now  under  construction  from  St.  George  to  St.  Justine. 

MAINTAINING   WATER  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  North  Shore  Railway  and  Transportation  Company  was 
chartered  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  water  communication,  summer  and  winter,  with  the 
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flettlements  on  the  north  shore  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  vrith  Rimouski 
as  the  terminal  pomt  on  this  side  of  the  river.  The  Intercolonial 
now  has  a  spur  track  down  to  and  along  the  entire  length  of  the  gov- 
ernment wharf  here,  which  measures  2,250  feet  in  fength,  witn  a 
depth  of  15  feet  of  water  at  the  end  of  wharf  at  low  tide.  The  river 
is  about  35  miles  in  width  at  this  point,  and,  during  an  extremely 
cold  winter,  the  ice  for  several  miles  out  on  either  shore  attains  a 
thickness  of  3  or  4  feet  and  this  is  frequentlv  piled  several  feet  high 
with  immense  cakes  of  ice,  leaving  an  open  channel  of  about  15  miles 
in  width.  For  at  least  three  or  four  months  in  the  year  it  will  be 
difficult  to  maintain  an  open  channel  from  shore  to  shore.  But  it 
is  said  that  the  Government  will  supply  a  powerful  ice  breaker  for  this 
purpose  and  will  liberally  subsidize  the  enterprise^  for  the  north 
shore  is  now  completely  cut  off  from  all  communication  with  outside 
civilization  for  almost  six  months  in  the  year,  with  the  possible 
exception  of  an  occasional  dog  train. 

OPENING  UP  OF  NEW  INDUSTRIES — A  DISTRIBUTINO  CENTER. 

So  long  as  there  were  no  important  interests  that  would  materially 
suffer  from  such  isolation,  little  attention  was  paid  to  the  matter, 
but  one  of  the  largest  pulp  miUs  in  the  province,  controlling  an  im- 
mense tract  of  merchantable  lumber  in  addition  to  an  almost  un- 
limited supply  of  pulp  wood,  is  located  at  Clarke  City,  which  is 
connected  oy  a  12-mile  railway  with  Seven  Islands,  where  it  is  said 
a  fine  harbor  exists,  which  is  free  from  ice  nine  or  ten  months  in  the 
year;  this  is  exclusively  an  American  enterprise,  and  has  every 
appearance  of  being  a  valuable  one.  Other  lumber  interests,  in 
addition  to  the  fishing  industries^  are  unanimous  in  a  demand  upon 
the  covemmfent  for  assistance  in  securing  transportation  facihties 
whicn  will  enable  them  to  place  their  products  in  markets  requiring 
them. 

Rimouski  will  then  become  the  natural  outlet  for  the  products 
of  the  various  enterprises  now  or  to  be  located  on  the  north  shore 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  Kiver,  about  75  per  cent  of  which  will  doubtless 
be  shipped  to  the  United  States  by  the  proposed  direct  lines,  most 
probably  to  Sherbrooke  via  the  Quebec  Central,  thence  by  the 
boston  and  Maine  Railroad  to  eastern  points,  or  the  Canadian 
Pacific  and  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford,  or  the  New  York 
Central  to  the  western  markets.  In  the  event  of  present  plans, 
several  of  which  are  now  well  under  way,  being  earned  through  to 
completion,  Rimouski  will  become  an  important  distributing  point, 
and  an  era  of  unusual  prosperity  may  be  safely  predicted  for  the 
entire  district. 

TRADE    OF    THE    AGENCIES. 

The  declared  exports  from  thejCabano  agency  to  the  United  States 
for  1908  showed  an  increase  of  $54,605  over  those  of  the  previous 
year.  While  there  was  a  decrease  of  nearly  $20,000  in  the  value  of 
railway  ties  and  $7,000  in  pulp  wood,  the  exports  of  lumber  and 
shingles  increased  about  $84,000  in  value,  equally  divided  between 
the  two  articles  named. 

Tliere  are  15  lumber  and  shingle  mills  within  this  jurisdiction  and 
these  were  running  full  time  during  the  entire  year.    Three  shingle 
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and  two  pulp  milk  are  now  under  construction,  one  of  the  latter 
being  financed  by  American  capital:  the  product  of  these  mills  will 
be  shipped  almost  entirely  to  the  Unitea  States. 

Lumbermen  predict  that  the  cut  of  1909  will  exceed  that  of  1908 
by  at  least  30  per  cent,  and  that  the  coming  year  will  in  every  respect 
be  an  unusually  prosperous  one.  Lumber  and  its  manufactures  are 
the  only  industries  or  importance  in  this  district,  consequently  when 
the  supply  of  this  product  is  equal  to  the  demand,  business  generally 
is  in  a  nourishing  condition  throughout  the  entire  district. 

The  principal  industry  in  the  Edmundston  agency  district  is  con- 
nected with  lumber  and  its  varied  products.  There  are  eight  rep)re- 
sentative  concerns  engaged  in  these  enterprises  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  this  consular  agency,  three  of  which  are  owned  bv  Americans. 
Nekrly  all  of  the  product  is  exported  to  the  United  otates,  only  a 
small  portion  going  to  European  markets. 

The  exports  to  tne  Unitea  States  declared  at  the  agency  at  Ed- 
mundston for  the  six  months  ended  December  31,  1908,  reached  the 
highest  point  on  record,  $344,848,  the  value  of  lumber  and  shingles 
alone  amounting  to  $327,917. 

The  cost  of  labor  has  increased  greatly  in  the  past  few  years-  the 
demand  has  exceeded  the  supply  to  such  an  extent  that  every  laborer 
available  from  the  surroundmg  towns  has  been  drafted  mto  the 
service  of  the  mills  and  lumber  camps  at  almost  any  price.  As  a 
consequence  the  cost  of  living  has  increased  proportionately. 

Agncultural  interests  continue  to  show  a  marked  improvement; 
aside  from  supplying  the  local  trade,  which  is  extensive,  hay,  oats, 
and  other  farm  products  are  being  shipped  to  the  Montreal  market. 
The  cheese  and  tutter  manufactured  in  this  vicinity  are  of  excellent 
quaUty  and  bring  the  highest  prices  Quoted  in  foreign  markets,  a 
considerable  quantity  being  shipped  abroad. 

Judging  from  present  indications,  exports  from  this  district  to  the 
Unitea  States  during  1909  will  be  more  than  double  those  of  1908 
in  value. 

DECLARED  EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  declared  exports  from  Ri- 
mouski  and  the  consular  agencv  at  Cabano  for  1908,  and  those 
from  the  consular  agency  at  Edmundston  for  six  months  of  that 
period: 


Articles. 

RImouski. 

Cabano. 

Edmunds- 
ton. 

Anlinals!  I/ftTnbs. . .               ...                       

11,931 

Fure,  raw 

$16,566 

113 

Hides,  raw 

1,257 

Household  goods 

724 

S309 

1,455 

Potatoes 

548 

Sea  gnas 

13,326 

32,868 
247,025 
8,090 
611,073 
168,900 
91,643 
120 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Laths t. 

22,847 

160,233 

1,001 

230,454 

9,250 

19,015 

8,429 

I/UTnh*r ^-,^, - -   - r---   ,,.,,.. 

251,707 

PuId  wood. . 

Shingles 

76,209 

Ties 

Wood  duId                

All  other  articles 

187 

Total 

1,174,824 
1,600 

«3,2» 

341,831 

3,017 

Grand  total 

1,175,824 

448,887 

344,848 
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Notwithstanding  the  depressed  condition  of  business  generally 
during  1908,  the  declared  exports  from  this  consular  district  to  the 
United  States  show  a  marked  increase  over  those  of  the  previous 
year,  except  for  those  of  pulp  wood  and  wood  pulp,  the  decrease 
m  the  exportation  of  these  products  being  due  solely  to  strikes  in  the 
paper  mills  and  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  Umted  States  paper 
market.  Under  normal  conditions  this  product  is  practically  all 
shipped  to  paper  mills  in  the  United  States,  but  for  the  latter  reason 
stated  the  exports  during  the  year  were  largely  to  European  coimtries. 

The  exports  of  lumber  more  than  doubled  those  of  last  year, 
indicating  an  increase  of  $330,633,  while  the  value  of  white  cedar 
shingles  almost  reached  $1,000,000,  showing  a  gain  of  $130,024; 
spruce  laths  showed  an  increased  value  of  over  $25,000,  and  cedar 
railroad  ties  an  increase  of  nearly  $22,000.  The  total  increase  in 
value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  for  the  year  was  $437,799. 

The  aggregate  value  of  wood  and  its  manufactures  exported  to  the 
United  States  from  Rimouski,  exclusive  of  its  agencies,  during  1908 
amounted  in  value  to  $1,149,599,  while  the  custom-house  records 
show  clearances  to  have  been  made  for  European  ports  amounting  to 
$189,293. 

The  value  of  imports  entered  at  this  custom-house  represents  only 
a  small  percentage  of  the  goods  of  foreign  manufacture  consumed  in 
the  distnct.  The  general  merchants  order  goods  principally  through 
traveling  salesmen  representing  wholesale  houses  in  Montreal  and 
Quebec,  consequently  these  two  cities  are  really  the  ports  of  entry  for 
the  entire  Province  of  Quebec,  which  accounts  largely  for  the  volume 
of  receipts  at  custom-houses  in  each  of  the  above  ports. 

ST.  JOHN'S. 

By  Consul  Charles  Deal. 

St.  John's  in  1906-7  had  a  boom,  but,  like  the  balance  of  Canada, 
for  the  greater  part  of  1908  has  been  awaiting  developments  or  mov- 
ing slowly,  the  manufacturers  repairing  or  improving  their  plants  in 
anticipation  of  a  general  revival,  and  the  outlook  is  for  a  healthy  and 
steady  improvement  in  trade  and  general  industry. 

There  are  17  industries  within  the  town,  besides  others  at  different 
points  in  the  district.  It  has  3  banks  with  branches  in  the  several 
smaller  villages,  and  6  railroads.  The  Chambly  Canal  and  Riche- 
lieu River  project,  connecting  Lake  Champlain  and  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  when  completed  will  cost,  with  improvements,  $250,000. 

United  States  money  is  accepted  at  par.  and  credits,  exchange,  and 
conmiercial  customs  are  substantially  tne  same  as  in  the  United 
States.  American  goods,  such  as  hardware,  dry  goods,  boots  and 
shoes,  etc.,  are  founa  in  nearly  all  the  stores  and  find  ready  sale. 

Machineryfor  the  manyindustries  recently  established  in  this  district 
IS  principally  from  the  "United  States,  and  the  sales  could  be  largely 
increased  if  merchants  and  farmers  were  more  frequently  called  upon. 
United  States  agricultural  implements  are  preferred  and  their  sales 
are  rapidly  increasing. 

Canadian  dealers  and  consumers  recognize  the  superiority  of  many 
of  the  American-made  goods,  and  there  is  no^  law  discriminating 
against  them. 
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TRADE    WITH  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  principal  articles  of  export  from  St.  John's  are  hides,  horses, 
cattle,  lumber,  and  marble,  while  the  imports  consist  chiefly  of  coal, 
clay,  iron  ore,  and  stone.  The  other  lines  of  imports  are  shipped 
through  Montreal  and  Toronto,  and  therefore  can  not  be  given. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  for  1908 
was  $216,967,  against  $343,857  in  1907.  The  articles  and  their 
values  were  as  foflows: 


Articles. 


Animals: 

Cattle 

Horses 

Automobiles 

Books 

Chicle 

Furs 

Hay 

Hides 

Household  effects. 

Indian  goods 

Machinery 


1907. 


1906. 


11,873 

$2,451 

12,592 

14,368 

3,400 

20,260 

325 

330 

10,576 

3,220 

550 

29,939 

1,271 

219,232 

83,044 

21,123 

28,202 

1,377 

1,001 

2,306 

1,974 

Articles. 


1907. 


Poultry ,    $13,367 

Rubber,  old |       3,010 

Steam  shovel 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Lumber 

Shingles 

Ties 

Pulp  wood 

Other  articles 


Total. 


1,767 


2,036 

111 

17,603 


343,857 


1908. 


$8,311 

308 

30,000 

3,670 

1,464 

458 

326 

18,880 


216,967 


EDUCATIONAL  AND   BANKING  FACILITIES. 

There  are  several  schools  and  convents  in  St.  John's  and  district, 
all  well  patronized  and  giving  satisfaction  to  parents  and  pupils.  All 
have  a  number  of  pupi£  from  the  United  States,  who  are  visited  fre- 
quently by  their  parents,  who  are  pleased  with  the  system  and  work. 

Canada  has  33  chartered  banks  with  1,608  branches.  Whenever 
the  business  interests  of  a  region,  however  remote,  require  a  bank,  a 
branch  of  one  of  the  chartered  banks  is  estabUshed,  and  all  the  avail- 
able fimds  at  the  disposal  of  the  parent  banks  are  put  at  the  service 
of  the  branch  bank  tnat  it  requires.  Thus  Canada  can  keep  pace  ia 
its  banking  business  with  the  new  industries  as  thej  arise.  Tne  sys- 
tem seems  to  secure  satisfactory  residts,  for  it  faciUtates  collection 
and  makes  the  distribution  of  capital  easy.  Banks  that  collect  capital 
in  older  and  larger  towns  in  the  form  of  deposits,  etc.,  transfer  it  to 
the  new  sections  as  industry  and  commerce  req^uire.  Loans  made 
to  merchants  and  manufacturers  in  the  remote  regions  bear  no  greater 
interest  than  do  loans  in  the  larger  cities. 

SHERBROOKE. 

By  Consul  Paul  Lang. 

The  long  drought  in  1908  aflFected  the  hay  crop  to  a  considerable 
extent ;  the  hay  was  of  a  superior  quality,  but  the  quantity  cut  was  not 
up  to  the  average.  The  other  crops  were  about  the  same  as  in  the 
ordinary  year.  The  dairy  season  was  not  as  profitable  to  the  dairy- 
men as  tnose  for  two  or  three  years  past,  owing  to  the  drought. 
This  caused  a  shortage  of  feed  in  the  pastures,  and  a  falling  off  in  the 
milk  production.  This  shrinki^e  in  many  instances  was  50  per  cent. 
The  output  of  cheese  for  this  season  was  smaller  than  last,  but  that  of 
butter  was  considerably  larger. 
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The  average  price  of  cheese  at  the  country  boards  was  12  cents  per 
pound,  which  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  centabove  last  year's  average 
price.  The  aver^^e  price  of  butter  at  the  country  boards  was  23 
cents,  a  fraction  lower  than  the  price  in  1907.  The  published  figures 
of  the  receipts  of  cheeae  and  butter  in  Montreal,  which  is  the  market 
for  the  eastern  townships,  up  to  November  15,  1908,  were  as  follows: 
Cheese,  1907,  2,017,262  boxes,  and  1908,  1,355,552  boxes;  butter, 
1907,  378,898  boxes,  and  1908,  384,099  boxes.  The  production  of 
maple  sugar  was  largely  in  excess  of  that  of  1907  and  was  of  excellent 
quality. 

INDUSTRIES — AMERICAN   TRADE. 

The  demand  for  sawed  lumber  was  not  equal  to  that  of  1907.  The 
prices  for  all  kinds  of  lumber  were  well  mamtained.  The  shipments 
of  pulp  wood  were  large.  The  value  of  the  pulp  wood  invoiced 
at  this  considate  in  1908  was  $618,070,  against  $143,896  in  1907. 
During  the  last  three  months  of  the  year  there  was  a  gradual  decrease 
in  the  quantity  of  pulp  wood  shipped.  The  present  market  is  dull, 
and  the  shipments  to  the  United  States  are  principally  on  old  con- 
tracts. 

During  the  drought  in  September  forest  fires  were  prevalent  and  a 
vast  acreage  was  devastated.  The  trees  were  killea  but  the  wood 
in  many  cases  was  not  destroyed. 

The  shipments  of  ground  wood  pulp  through  this  office  were  valued 
at  $118,476  m  1908,  ^amst  $209,404  in  1907,  and  of  unbleached 
chemical  wood  pulp,  $107,729  in  1908,  against  none  in  1907. 

Asbestos  mining  was  carried  on  profitably  during  1908  at  the 
Thetford  mines.  Black  Lake,  East  Broughton,  Robertson^  and  Asbes- 
tos. This  district  produces  nearljr  all  the  asbestos  mmed  on  the 
continent.  Sixteen  mills  are  now  in  operation  and  three  others  in 
course  of  construction.  The  total  capacity  of  all  these  mills  will  be 
4,500  tons  of  asbestos  rock  per  day,  with  an  approximate  output  of 
250  tons  of  mill  fiber.  The  value  of  the  asbestos  invoiced  through 
this  office  in  1908  was  $798,726,  against  $863,104  in  1907.  The  cop- 
per mines  at  Capelton  and  Eustis  were  successfully  operated  during 
theyear. 

While  there  was  no  perceptible  increase  in  the  sale  of  American 
goods  in  this  section  during  the  year,  no  decrease  was  noted.  No 
ficense  fee  is  now  required  from  commercial  travelers  and  the  territory 
is  free  to  all.  Large  manufacturing  plants  were  recently  establishecl 
here  for  turning  out  jewelry,  paper  machinery,  and  scales.  All  these 
plants  were  financed  with  American  capital  and  are  really  branches 
of  concerns  located  in  the  United  States.  They  were  located  here 
to  avoid  the  high  Canadian  tariff.  Manufacturers  in  the  United 
States  can  not  compete  in  these  lines. 

This  is  a  good  territory  for  the  introduction  and  sale  of  automobiles, 
boots  and  snoes,  farming  machinery  and  implements,  musical  instru- 
ments, carriages,  wagons,  and  fertilizers. 

The  proximity  of  the  United  States  and  the  ease  with  which 
Canadian  merchants  can  reach  the  trade  centers  of  New  England 
and  New  York  are  reasons  why  many  of  them  annually,  and  some- 
times oftener,  visit  Boston,  New  York,  and  other  places  and  make 
their  purchases  direct  from  the  maniifacturers,  instead  of  buying 
of  commercial  travelers.  This  practice  is  now  a  very  common  one 
among  large  dealers. 
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CLASSmOATION   OF  EXPORTS. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports,  exclusive  of  goods  returned;  declared 
from  the  Sherbrooke  consular  district  to  the  United  States  in  1908 
was  $2,983,896,  against  $2,357,039  in  1907.  The  leading  articles 
from  Sherbooke  and  the  four  consular  agencies  during  1908  were  as 
follows: 


Articles. 


Value. 


Articles. 


Value. 


SHSKBBOOKB. 

Horses 

Sheep 

Asbestos 

Copper  matte 

Hoaselwld  eiffecte 

Mercury,  fulminate  of 

Ore: 

Chrome 

Copper 

SuJi^ur 

Sugar,maple 

Wood,  ana  manufactures  of: 

Clapboards 

Last  blocks 

Lumber 

Pulp  wood 

Ties 

Wood 
Woolen  tw( 
AU  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods 

Grand  total 

STANSTBAD  JXmCTION. 

Anhnals.  live 

Automobiles 

Brass,  acmp 

Hides  and  skins 

Household  effects 

Ore: 

Copper 

Sulphur 

Wood,  and  manufkictures  of: 

Lumber 

Logs 

Pmp  wood 

Ties 

Wood  pulp 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Betumed  American  goods 

Grand  total 

MBOANTIC. 

Animals,  live 

Hay 


17,693 
34,723 
798,726 
6,706 
63,306 
10,605 
26,386 

73,778 
6,556 
17,630 
60,010 

13,817 

6,814 

66,600 

618,070 

11,646 

226,205 

6,331 

22,187 


2,062,590 
11,221 


2,073,811 


13,883 
2,000 
2,800 
26,642 
17,113 

22,642 
33,824 

19,623 
32,874 
47,642 
20,819 
2,282 
10,141 


252,285 
^,287 
316,672 


7,910 
6,779 


MBOANnc— continued. 

Household  effects 

Oats 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Clapboards 

Laths 

Lumber 

Pulp  wood 

Wood  pulp 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods 

Grand  total 

COOKSHIBB. 

Animals,  live 

Household  effects 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Clapboards 

Laths 

liumbw 

Pulp  wood 

Ties 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods 

Grand  total 

WATBBLOO. 

Animals: 

Horses 

Sheep 

Automobiles 

Hides  and  sUns 

Household  effects 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Logs 

Lumber 

Ties 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods 

Grand  total 

Grand  total  for  the  district. .. . 


I 


$2,326 
1,632 

14,680 
3,278 
51,786 
56,771 
3,718 
3,806 


152,606 
150 


163,846 


4,460 
1,570 

20,475 
3,110 
0,208 
247,218 
1,125 
3,841 


201,007 
1,126 


202,132 


4,020 
7,600 
2,500 
184,715 
10,347 

'  2,200 
2,702 
2,235 

8,721 


226,310 
0,146 


234,466 


3,060,825 


YUKON  TERRITORY. 
DAWSON. 


By  Consul  George  C.  Cole. 

The  value  of  the  exports  declared  at  Dawson  to  the  United  States, 
including  bullion  ana  currency  and  returned  merchandise,  during 
1908  was  $1,247,356,  against  $3,078,613  in  1907.  The  princip^ 
decline  was  in  the  exports  of  bullion,  which  showed  a  decrease  of 
$2,471,544,  the  value  being  $2,903,835  in  1907  and  $432,291  in  1908. 
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The  exports  of  currency,  however,  showed  an  increase  of  $641,085 
over  1907. 

The  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  for  1908,  by  articles, 
was  as  follows: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

reed 

$2,780 
6.795 
5,313 
3.416 
1.031 
1,386 
580 
2,964 
5,302 

All  other  articles 

$302 

Total 

Orooerles 

20,860 

HW€S  and  tallow 

Bullion  and  currency: 

Hona 

432,201 

HouKhokl  effects 

Currency 

659,230 

Lumber 

Returned  American  goods 

125,966 

IfftrhinATv  AtiH  hftrrlwAm 

Grand  total . . 

Mmtff,  drmsfKl 

1,247,356 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Ck>N8UL  James  S.  Benedict,  St.  John's. 

At  the  commencement  of  1908  the  prospects  were  favorable  for 
good  financial  returns  as  regards  the  commercial  and  industrial 
affairs  of  Newfoimdland,  but  the  drop  in  the  price  of  codfish  changed 
the  conditions  and  proved  detrimental  to  the  sale  of  all  lines  of  goods, 
especially  clothing,  dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes,  hardware,  furniture 
and  household  wares.  Most  of  the  merchants  carried  over  stock  to 
the  present  year,  nmnine  from  10  to  30  per  cent,  as  the  imports  of 
goods  slightly  exceeded  those  of  the  preceoing  year. 

The  seal  fishery  was  not  as  lucrative  as  that  for  the  season  of  1907. 
the  decrease  being  31,188  seals  with  a  net  weight  of  1,307  tons,  valued 
at  $79,767. 

The  continued  exceptionally  dry  weather  diuing  the  summer 
months  was  not  favoraole  to  agricultm-al  pursuits,  hence  production 
fell  below  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

Figures  are  not  obtainable  as  to  the  output  of  local  manufactures 
for  the  year,  but  no  indication  of  any  appreciable  increase  in  produc- 
tion was  oteerved. 


REVENtnES  AND  EXPENDITURES— BANK  DEPOSITS  AND  INVESTMENTS. 

The  revenue  of  Newfoundland  on  current  account  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  Jime  30,  1908,  amoimted  to  $2,829,018,  as  compared  with 
$2,750,690  for  the  preceding  year,  an  increase  of  $78,328.  The  total 
expenditures  on  current  accoimt  amounted  to  $2,785,835,  against 
$2,625,336,  an  increase  of  $160,499,  leaving  a  balance  for  the  year  of  ' 
$43,183. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  people  of  Newfoimdland  may  be 
judged  to  a  certain  extent  by  the  savings  deposited  in  the  banks, 
which  were  as  follows:  The  amount  on  deposit  in  the  Newfoimdland 
Savings  Bank  on  December  31,  1908,  was  $2,631,450,  an  increase  of 
$203,520  over  the  previous  year.  The  total  amoimt  at  the  same  time  in 
the  three  Canadian  banks  doing  business  in  the  colony  was  $2,547,420. 
ki  addition  to  these  deposits  there  were  also  in  the  banks  deposits  bear- 
ing interest  and  payable  after  notice  to  the  sum  of  $3,273,697,  making 
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an  aggregate  of  $8,452,567  as  properly  being  the  savings  of  the  peo- 
ple. In  addition  to  the  savings,  there  were  held  by  local  investors 
debentures  to  the  amount  of  $2,924,259  on  account  of  the  public  debt 
of  the  colony,  and  life  insurance  policies  at  a  reserved  valuation  of 
$1,014,000,  which  gives  a  grand  total  of  $12,390,826  in  the  way  of 
savings,  investments,  and  reserves,  which,  considering  the  population 
of  the  island  (about  240,000),  shows  economic  and  financial  stability. 
The  post-office  department  during  1908  issued  and  paid  money  orders 
to  the  value  of  nearly  $1,000,000. 

SHIPPING   STATISTICS — FOREST   PRODUCTS. 

During  1908  there  were  93  vessels  built  in  the  colony,  with  a  total 
of  3,338  tons,  and  22  vessels  totaling  2,185  tons  were  purchased  abroad 
and  registered  for  the  purpose  of  trade,  exclusive  of  4  new  sealing 
steamers,  which  represented  an  investment  of  about  $750,000,  the 
greater  portion  of  which  is  held  in  the  colony.  This  in  connection 
with  the  financial  savings  of  the  people  demonstrates  that,  although 
there  has  been  a  depression  in  trade  conditions  of  late,  there  is  nothing 
in  the  financial  situation  to  cause  much  apprehension.  The  local 
business  men  are  showing  no  hesitancy  in  venturing  into  new  proj- 
ects or  enterprises,  which,  together  with  the  investment  of  Amen- 
can  and  English  capital  in  the  timber  and  mineral' areas  of  the  island, 
would  appear  to  show  a  healthy  state  of  aflFairs  and  a  most  promising 
future  for  the  colony. 

There  were  remaining  on  the  register  on  December  31,  1908,  3,289 
sailing  vessels,  representing  a  total  of  131,968  net  tonnage,  and  66 
steam  vessels  giving  a  total  of  15,218  net  tons.  During  the  fiscal 
year  ended  Jime  30,  1908,  there  were  1,217  sailing  vessels  totaling 
99,495  tons  that  entered  at  ports  in  the  colony.  Of  this  number  63 
vessels  were  American,  with  a  combined  tonnage  of  5,479  and  crews 
totaling  914  men.  The  steam  vessels  entered  numbered  765,  repre- 
senting a  total  tonnage  of  883,140,  of  which  none  belonged  to  the 
United  States. 

The  manufacture  of  lumber  is  on  the  decline  in  Newfoimdland. 
At  the  end  of  1908  there  were  not  so  many  sawmiUs  in  active  opera- 
tion as  at  the  close  of  the  preceding  year.  The  value  of  the  forests  of 
Newfoundland  lies  principally  in  tne  suitability  of  its  timber  for  pulp 
wood,  and  for  this  reason  individuals  and  corporations  having  timber 
areas  will  utilize  the  wood  for  pulp  in  the  manufacture  of  paper,  as 
more  profitable  returns  are  assured.  There  was  a  decrease  m  the 
government's  revenue  from  crown  lands  of  $12,707.  This  was  largely 
due  to  the  failure  of  persons  holding  timber  limits  on  lease  to  pay  the 
rental,  and  also  of  others  to  pay  the  royalty  on  lumber  cut. 

DECREASE  IN  EXPORTS  OF  FISHERY  PRODUCTS. 

As  reports  have  not  yet  been  given  out  by  the  marine  and  fisheries 
department,  it  is  impossible  to  give  a  detailed  report  of  the  fisheries 
for  1908.  However,  the  total  value  of  exports  of  fish  and  fish  prod- 
ucts, including  sealskins,  amoimted  to  $9,798,350,  as  compared  with 
$10,058,052  for  1907,  a  decrease  of  $259,702.  This  is  accoimted  for 
principally  by  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  codfish  and  a  decrease  in 
the  exportation  of  sealskins  and  seal  oil. 
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The  Newfoundland  seal  fishery  during  March  and  April,  1908, 
was  poor  in  its  returns  as  compared  with  several  preceaing  years, 
and  was  attended  with  some  mishaps,  including  tne  loss  of  three 
steamships.  The  steamer  Panther  was  lost  on  March  22,  and  the 
steamer  walrus  was  lost  on  April  3  during  a  heavy  snowstorm. 
The  crews  of  both  ships  were  saved  and  taken  on  board  of  other  steam- 
ers. The  two  vessels  were  in  good  positions  to  secure  large  cargoes 
of  seals  when  they  went  down.  On  April  4  the  steamer  Ch^and  Lake 
one  of  the  best  of  the  sealing  fleet,  went  to  the  bottom  with  19,600 
prime  yoim^  seals  on  board.  The  crew  of  203  men  barely  escaped 
with  their  hves  when  the  accident  occurred,  but  were  rescued  by  the 
immediate  action  of  the  master  and  crew  of  another  steamer  near  by. 
It  was  an  exceptionally  hard  spring  for  sealing,  as  the  ice  packs  at 
times  were  almost  impenetrable,  and  all  the  vessels  were  more  or 
less  damaged.  Deducting  the  three  vessels  lost,  there  were  engaged 
in  this  fishery  18  steamers  and  3,141  men.  The  total  catch  was 
213,863  seals,  weighing  4,342  tons,  valued  at  $375,442,  agamst  245,061 
seals,  weighing  5,649  tons  and  valued  at  $455,210  in  1907. 

The  seal  oil  is  exported  principally  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Canada, 
and  the  United  States.  The  total  shipments  of  this  product  for  the 
fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1908,  amounted  to  3,367  tuns  (tun  =  306 
gallons),  valued  at  $308,997.  The  number  of  skins  shipped  during 
the  same  periodwas  115,890,  valued  at  $140,137,  of  which  the  United 
Stat^  took  108,134,  valued  at  $131,918. 

COD,   HERRING,   AND  SALMON. 

The  catch  of  codfish  exceeded  that  for  several  preceding  years,  and 
weather  conditions  were  ideal  for  drying  and  curing.  Tne  quantity 
of  fish  cured  amounted  to  about  1,700,000  quintals  (quintal=^112 
pounds),  and  had  the  prices  been  the  same  as  in  previous  years 
the  fishermen  and  fish  merchants  would  have  reahzed'  profitable 
retmns.  The  exports  of  codfish  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 
1908,  amounted  to  1,509,269  quintals,  valued  at  $7,820,092,  against 
1,422,445  quintals,  valued  at  $7,873,172  for  the  preceding  year. 
This  was  an  increase  in  quantity  of  86,824  quintals,  but  a  decrease 
in  value  of  $53,080.  The  figures  for  the  calendar  year  1908,  if  pro- 
curable, would  probably  show  a  greater  increase  in  quantity  of  fish 
shipjped  and  a  ^eater  decrease  m  value. 

There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  catch  and  exportation  of  herrings 
for  1908  from  the  preceding  year.  There  were  46  American  vessels 
engaged  in  the  herring  fishery  in  Bay  of  Islands  during  the  fall  of  1908. 
but  the  catch  did  not  reach  that  of  the  preceding  year  by  several 
thousand  barrels.  The  export  of  herrings  for  the  year  ended  June 
30,  1908,  showed  a  decrease  of  11,392  barrels  from  1907. 

The  lobster  fishery  for  1908  was  somewhat  better  than  1907,  and 
advanced  prices  were  received.  The  salmon  fishery  fell  short  about 
2.500  tierces,  valued  at  $35,000.  The  decrease  is  attributed  to  the 
absence  of  caplin  bait  inshore,  weather  conditions,  and  better  pro- 
tection at  the  mouths  of  rivers,  which  permits  the  fish  to  go  up  the 
streams  without  so  much  danger  of  being  caueht  in  nets.  Nearly 
all  the  rivers  were  well  stocked  with  salmon  during  the  season  of 
1908,  but  owing  to  the  dry  season  they  were  hard  to  catch. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


128  COMMEBCIAL  RELATIONS. 

The  whale  fishery  for  the  season  of  1908  was  carried  on  on  a  smaller 
scale  than  in  1907.  Four  factories  were  closed  down  entirely.  There 
were  but  9  factories  in  operation  during  the  season.  The  niunber  of 
whales  caught  was  396,  of  which  345  were  finbacks,  26  sulphur  bot- 
toms, 24  humpbacks,  and  one  a  sperm  whale.  WhUe  the  number  of 
whales  caught  in  1908  was  85  less  than  in  1907,  the  yield  of  oil  was 
about  30  gallons  more  per  whale.  The  total  production  of  whale  oil 
for  1908  amoimted  to  420,484  gallons,  against  496,862  gallons  for  the 
preceding  year.  There  was  a  decrease  in  quantity  of  oil  shipped 
amounting  to  254  tims  (ttm=306  gallons),  but  an  mcrease  in  value 
of  $1,346.  There  was  an  increase  of  20  tons  in  quantity  of  bone 
exported,  but  a  decrease  of  $4,284  in  value;  an  increase  of  72  tons 
and  $1,240  in  value  of  guano  exported;  also  a  decrease  of  $85  in  value 
of  whale  skins,  as  compared  with  the  year  ended  June  30,  1907. 

PRODUCTION  OP  COPPER  AND  IRON. 

Complete  data  regarding  the  output,  etc.,  of  all  the  minerals  of  the 
island  lor  1907  are  not  obtainable,  as  only  partial  statistics  have  been 
kept  since  1906. 

Copper  is  the  oldest  of  the  mineral  products  of  the  island.  At  Tilt 
Cove,  on  Notre  Dame  Bay,  there  is  a  mine  that  has  been  operated 
more  or  less  actively  since  1864.  The  reported  output  of  this  mine 
in  1908  was  40,000  tons  of  ore,  against  48,000  tons  m  the  preceding 
year.  This  particular  mine  is  reported  to  be  nearly  exhausted,  but 
new  lodes  have  been  foimd  at  five  other  points  on  Notre  Dame  Bay. 
There  is  also  copper  on  the  west  coast,  near  York  Harbor,  on  the 
French  shore  to  the  north;  on  the  south,  near  Placentia  Bay;  and  at 
Quidi  Vidi,  within  3  miles  of  St.  Johns.  There  are  four  mines  being 
worked  at  present,  viz,  at  Tilt  Cove^  York  Harbor,  Goose  Cove  in 
Hare  Bav,  near  the  northern  extremity  of  the  island,  and  at  Quidi 
Vidi.  The  aggregate  product  of  the  mines  since  1870  to  December 
31,  1908,  wus  1,319,594  tons  of  ore,  78,015  tons  of  regulus,  and  5,418 
tons  of  ingot  copper.  The  tptal  yield  of  metallic  cooper  was  about 
140,000  tons.  The  total  output  of  copper  ore  from  all  the  mines  for 
1908  amounted  to  about  60,000  tons,  valued  at  $300,000. 

There  are  but  two  iron  mines  worked  in  Newfoundland.  These  are 
located  on  Belle  Isle,  in  Conception  Bay.  The  ore  of  these  mines  is 
interstratified  with  the  shales  and  sandstones  which  compose  the 
structure  of  the  island.  There  are  said  to  be  twelve  layers  of  ore, 
ranging  in  thickness  from  1  to  10  feet.  The  two  largest  layers,  near 
the  top  of  the  section,  are  situated  on  the  northern  slope  of  the  island, 
and  occupv  the  segment  of  an  ellipse.  So  accessible  are  these  beds, 
and  so  little  capping  of  rock  or  d6bris  cover  their  outcrops,  that  nearly 
every  ton  of  ore  contained  therein  can  be  recovered. 

The  companies  operating  these  two  mines  are  the  holders  of  large 
submarine  areas,  covering  the  ore  deposit  imder  Conception  Bay, 
comprising  nearly  362  square  miles.  Owing  to  the  rapid  diminution 
of  the  ore  on  the  land  area  of  one  of  the  companies,  it  nas  during  the 
past  two  years  been  driving  out  \mder  the  water,  in  order  to  reacn  its 
claim,  wmch  is  situated  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  shore.  Two 
main  parallel  drifts,  commencing  on  the  land  and  following  the  slope 
of  the  ore  seaward,  have  reached  within  the  company's  l)oimdai7. 
In  driving  this  slope  the  ore  has  been  foimd  to  maintain  its  general 
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character  throughout^  and  to  mcrease  both  m  thickness  and  in  quality 
as  the  center  of  the  trough  is  approached.  The  government  geologist 
states  in  his  report  as  follows: 

I  have  taken  some  trouble  to  make  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  probable  quan- 
tity of  ore  this  entire  trough  may  contain.  By  the  aid  of  the  dips  and  strikes  of  Ihe 
strata  it  is  possible  to  form  a  fair  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  troiij^h.  Unless  some  unfore- 
seen disturbances  should  occur  cutting  off  the  ore,  or  throwms;  it  out  altoeether,  and 
provided  the  ore  bands  maintain  their  thickness  and  regular  stratified  character 
throughout,  a  fairly  reliable  result  can  be  arrived  at.  Accoraing  to  this  mode  of  figur- 
ing, men,  I  find  the  trough  should  contain  the  enormous  amount  of  3,635,543,360 
tons.  Of  course  this  estimate  takes  into  account  aU  the  ore  bands  now  known  to  exist 
on  the  island. 

From  the  date  (1895)  of  commencing  work  in  these  two  mines 
to  the  end  of  1908  there  have  been  shipped  to  the  United  States, 
Canada,  and  Europe  7,000,000  tons  of  ore,  and  there  are  still  avail* 
able  on  the  land  area  alone  about  25,000,000  tons. 

COAL  DEPOSITS — SUPERIOR  QUALITY  OF   SLATE. 

The  mineral  possibly  most  desired  in  Newfoundland  is  coal,  for 
the  discoverv  of  a  good  supply  would  undoubtedly  make  iron  smelt- 
ing practicable,  whereas  tne  ore  is  now  shipped  to  other  countries. 
It  would  also  mean  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  fuel  for  homes,  which 
has  for  the  past  year  ranged  from  $6.80  to  $7  per  ton  for  soft  and  $8.75 
to  $9  for  hard  coal. 

The  government  geologist  says  in  his  report  regarding  coal  de- 
posits that  there  are  many  poor  seams,  but  there  are  also  many  good 
ones.     He  also  states: 

Much  BtiU  remains  to  be  accomplished  before  the  hiU  extent  and  importance  of  this 
promising  coal  field  is  thoroughly  worked  out;  but  enough  is  known  to  warrant  the 
assumption  that  here  we  have  a  possible  asset  of  great  future  value  to  the  country.  I 
would  not  at  present  attempt  even  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  amount  of  avail- 
able coal,  but  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  the  opinion  that  it  must  amount 
to  many  miUions  of  tons. 

The  slate  of  Newfoundland  is  of  superior  quality  and  has  been 
pronounced  equal  to  that  of  Carnarvonshire,  Wales,  by  those  com- 
petent to  judge.  It  also  realizes  the  highest  price  in  the  English 
market  of  any  imported.  It  is  very  abundant,  and  is  found  in  lai^e 
deposits  both  in  tne  eastern  and  the  western  portions  of  the  island. 
A  large  cjuantity  of  slate  has  been  produced  each  year  from  the 
quames  in  Trinity  Bay  for  a  number  of  years.  A  new  quarry  has 
recentlv  been  opened  on  the  Humber  Arm,  Bay  of  Islands,  and  the 
slate  therefrom  is  said  to  be  superior  to  that  of  Trinity  Bay.  So 
far  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  utilize  this  article  otherwise  than 
for  roofing  purposes,  but  it  is  said  to  be  fully  suitable  for  all  purposes 
to  which  slate  is  applied.  From  1865  to  the  end  of  1908  nearly 
154,000  squares  of  roofing  slate  were  manufactured  at  the  quarries. 
Only  a  small  percentage  of  this  was  used  locally,  the  remainder  beinc 
shipped  to  the  English  market,  where  it  was  readily  sold.  Most  of 
the  slate  is  of  a  daric  purple  color,  but  there  is  some  of  a  reddish  and 
some  of  an  unfading  pea  green. 

Ttere  are  several  lai^e  deposits  of  chromite  chiefly  situated  some 
distance  from  the  seacoast.  None  of  this  mineral  has  been  mined 
with  the  exception  of  about  6,000  tons  of  high-grade  ore,  which  were 
raised  and  shipped  between  the  years  1895  and  1899. 
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VAKIETY  OP  BflNEBALS — ORE   SHIPMENTS — LEASING  OP  CLAIMS. 

There  are  large  deposits  of  iron  pyrites.  Nickel,  antimony,  lead, 
manganese,  gold,  ana  silver  are  also  minerals  of  the  island;  besides 
there  are  a  number  of  varieties  of  building  and  ornamental  stone, 
such  as  granites,  sandstones,  freestones,  limestones,  soapstones, 
marble  of  different  shades  of  color,  including  pure  white  statuary, 
and  other  stones.  There  are  areas  of  pipe,  bnck,  fire,  terra  cotta, 
and  chma  clays,  and  a  variety  of  other  substances  that  some  day 
may  from  an  economic  and  commercial  standpoint  be  of  importance 
to  the  colony. 

The  shipments  of  minerals  to  other  countries  during  the  year 
ended  June  30. 1908,  were  as  follows:  Barytes  to  the  Umted  States, 
1,800  tons,  valued  at  $9,000;  copper  ore  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
23,529  tons,  valued  at  $120,270,  and  to  the  United  States,  30,538 
tons,  valuea  at  $155,690;  iron  ore  to  the  United  States,  90,125  tons, 
valued  at  $99,138;  to  the  United  Kingdom,  53,700  tons,  valued  at 
$59,070;  to  Canada,  684,865  tons,  valued  at  $753,351,  and  to  the 
Netherlands,  114,770  tons,  valued  at  $126,247;  pyrites  to  the  United 
States,  20,451  tons,  valued  at  $135,186. 

The  mining  policy  of  the  government  is  very  liberal.  The  staking 
of  a  claim  gives  a  year's  license  to  the  discoverer  for  an  area  a  mile 
long;  by  half  a  mile  wide  on  the  pajrment  of  a  fee  of  $10  and  the  regis- 
tration of  the  claim  withm  two  months  of  the  time  it  was  staked. 
The  discoverer  may  also  register  adjoining  claims  without  staking, 
provided  he  pays  an  additional  fee  for  each  location.  At  the  end  of 
the  first  year  the  discoverer  may  obtain  a  ninety-nine-year  lease  of 
his  claims  on  the  pajrment  for  each  claim  of  a  yearly  rent  of  $20  for 
the  firat  year,  $30  lor  the  next  five  years,  $50  for  five  years  following, 
and  $100  for  the  remainder  of  the  lease,  the  rental  to  be  paid  yearly 
in  advance.  Any  lessee  of  a  mining  location  may  obtain  a  grant  in 
fee  simple  by  expending  during  the  first  five  years  of  his  lease  $6,000 
in  surface  and  subterranean  mining  and  by  the  excavation  of  10,000 
cubic  feet  of  rock  on  each  location  of  320  acres. 

FOREIGN   TRADE. 

The  total  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Newfoundland  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  1908,  amounted  to  $23,331,880,  against 
$22,527,201  for  the  preceding  year,  an  increase  of  $804,679.  The 
imports  into  the  colony  increased  from  $10,426,040  in  1907  to 
$11,516,111  in  1908,  again  of  $1,090,071;  the  exports,  on  the  other 
hand,  declined  from  $12,101,161  to  $11,815,769,  a  decrease  of  $285,392. 
There  was  a  decrease  in  imports  from  Belgium,  British  West  Indies, 
France,  Norway,  Portugal,  and  the  United  Kingdom,  and  an  increase 
in  those  from  Canada,  Ceylon.  Denmark,  Germany.  Greece,  India, 
the  Netherlands,  Spain,  and  tne  United  States.  Tnere  was  an  in- 
crease in  exports  to  Canada,  Costa  Rica,  France,  Germany,  Greece, 
the  Netherlands,  Spain,  and  Malta,  and  a  decrease  in  those  to  Argen- 
tina, Belgium,  Brazil,  British  West  Indies,  Denmark,  Italy,  Madeira, 
Portugal,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  United  States. 

The  statement  appearing  at  the  top  of  page  131  shows  the  imports 
and  exports,  by  countries,  during  the  fiscal  years  ended  June  30, 1907 
and  1908. 
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Country. 


United  States 

Anentlna 

Bdgiam 

BraiU 

British  West  Indies. 

Canada 

France 

Germany 

Greece 

India 

Italy t.... 

Netherlands 

Portugal 

Spain 

united  Kingdom..., 
All  other  countries. . 


Total 10,426,040     11,616,111 


Imports. 


1907. 


93,447,369 


47,204 


286,617 
3.660,098 
17,976 
31,259 
23,138 
5,230 


33,497 
46,104 
75,322 
2,660,934 
73,294 


1908. 


i,  859, 892 
"42,733' 


266,672 
1,267,647 
14,407 
44,929 
42,863 
17,599 


36,968 
22.938 

133,682 
1,668,802 

106, 179 


Exports. 


1907. 


11,394.269 

149,940 

102,883 

2,063,444 

430,462 

1.611,480 

4,078 

189,662 

170,885 


1,331,618 
146,809 

1,841,968 
994,303 

1,492,705 
176,666 


12, 101, 161 


1908. 


$1,177,700 

128,550 

12,376 

2,017,806 

422,716 

1,863,784 

51,370 

294.160 

200,934 


1,200,150 
160,703 
1,733,346 
1,174,190 
1,209,428 
178,646 


11,816,760 


PRINCIPAL   ABTIGLES   OF  IMPORT   AND   EXPORT. 

In  the  following  comparative  statement  are  shown  the  principal 
articles  of  import  mto  and  export  from  Newfoimdland  for  the  fiscal 
years  ended  June  30,  1907  and  1908: 


Articles. 

Imports. 

Articles. 

Exports. 

1907. 

1906. 

1907. 

1906. 

Coal                  

0565,208 

1,640,921 

1,629,029 

861,233 

350,425 
276,127 

306,971 
116,272 
431,418 
100,373 
147,602 
134,548 

116, 168 

1648,391 

1,428,742 

1,760,664 

724,617 

346,676 
268,403 

339,330 
111,137 
627,466 
141,474 
198,611 
187,898 

131,424 

Wine  and  spirits 

1106,360 
278,960 

7,873,172 

406,360 

383,767 

73,660 

326,681 

368,716 
31,735 
447,967 
173,011 

1,074,810 
194,300 

101, 161 

Cottons,  woolens,  etc 

Ploar 

Copper,  Ingots,  etc 

6)d 

276,960 

TTAFfl  vare.  etc 

7,820.668 
403,668 

of 

Lobsters 

418,605 

Molaswei             

Salmon 

41,364 

Lumber 

236,914 

Beef,  salted  

Oils: 

Cod 

Butter 

363,902 

Pork,  salted 

26,280 

Salt 

Seal'. 

308,007 

Sugar 

Tea    

WhAlft 

174,254 

Ore:  Iron  and  iron  pyr- 
ites  

Tobacco,    and    manufoc- 

1, 172,002 

tofes  of 

Skins,  seal 

140,137 

EXPORTS   TO   THE    UNITED   STATES. 


The  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States,  including  returned 
goods,  declared  atSt.  Johns  duringthe calendar  year  1908  was $721,512, 
against  $874,485  during  1907.  Tne  articles  and  their  values  for  1908 
were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Berries,  Ibx $22,597 

Pisfa: 

Cod 238,633 


Herrings. 

Lobsters 

Other 

Fertiliser,  guano. 

Purs,  raw 

Junk 

Oils: 

Cod 

Cod-Uver.... 

Seal 

Whale 


Articles. 


Value. 


Ore: 

Copper SB,  403 

Iron 48,728 

Skins,  seal ,  114,626 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Boards  and  planks 17,006 

Laths 6,266 

All  other  articles 9,668 


Total 

Returned  American  goods. 


Grand  total. 


700,643 
19,800 

721.612 
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ST.     PIERRE     ISLAND. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Consul  Douglas  Jenkins,  St.  Pierbe. 

Though  the  average  catch  per  vessel  in  1908  was  unusually  high, 
the  number  of  St.  Pierre  Island  schooners  engaged  in  cod  fishing  on 
the  Grand  Banks  will  be  less  in  1909  than  in  the  preceding  season,  and 
thus  the  rapid  disintegration  of  the  fishing  fleet  of  this  French  colonv 
which  began  in  1903  continues.  St.  Pieire  is  almost  entirely  depend- 
ent upon  its  fisheries,  and  this  decline  in  its  principal  industry  has  had 
a  depressing  effect  on  industrial  conditions  in  the  colony. 

In  1902  there  were  207  vessels  fitted  out  in  St.  Pierre  for  the  deep-sea 
fisheries.  In  1907  the  number  had  fallen  to  71  schooners,  while  last 
year  there  were  only  52.  This  season  (1909)  the  fleet  will  mimber 
only  44  vessels.  In  former  years  2,500  men  were  engaged  in  manning 
the  fishing  fleet,  while  this  year  less  than  900  will  be  so  employed. 
These  facts  explain  the  shrinkage  in  the  imports  and  exports  of  the 
colony  and  the  decline  in  population,  which  have  become  very  evi- 
dent m  the  last  five  years. 

DECLINE    IN    THE    FISHERIES — ^TRADE    OF   THE    COLONY. 

There  have  been  years  when  the  catch  of  the  fisheries  of  St.  Pierre 
has  been  worth  more  than  $2,000,000.  In  1908,  however,  the  catch 
was  worth  only  $346,800,  the  smallest  in  the  history  of  the  colony. 
In  1906  the  total  imports  of  all  articles  amounted  in  value  to 
$1,003,870,  in  1907  they  were  $969,148,  and  in  1908,  $970,810. 

In  1902,  which  seems  to  have  been  the  last  prosperous  year,  the 
total  foreign  trade  of  the  colony  amounted  to  m6re  than  $4,000,000, 
while  in  1908  it  amounted  to  only  $2,191,857.  The  greatest  decline 
was  in  imports  directly  from  France,  but  Canada  and  Newfoundland 
showed  small  increases,  similar  to  that  of  the  trade  with  the  United 
States,  the  imports  from  which  country  amounted  to  $125,320  in 
1906,  $128,161  in  1907,  and  $149,887  in  1908.  The  imports  from 
the  United  States  consist  principally  of  foodstuffs,  ruboer  goods, 
tobacco,  and  a  small  quantity  of  hardware  and  cooking  utensils. 
American  sewing  machines  are  also  sold  here.  About  the  only 
thing  exported  from  St.  Pieire  is  dry  salt  fish.  The  bulk  of  it  goes 
to  Prance  on  account  of  a  bounty  paid  by  the  French  Government. 
Practically  nothing  is  sent  to  the  United  btates  from  St.  Pierre.  In 
1907  the  exports  to  the  United  States  were  $4,097.  In  1908  the 
exports  were  $3,788,  and  consisted  of  salt  fish,  junk,  and  empty 
bottles. 

France  sends  to  St.  Pierre  about  50  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  of 
the  colony,  while  Canada  comes  next  with  about  25  per  cent,  and 
the  United  States  third  with  15  per  cent.     Goods  from  France  pajr 

{tactically  no  duty,  Canada  enjoys  a  preferential  tariff.  Foodstims 
rom  the  United  States,  except  sugar,  pav  but  a  small  duty,  but  the 
tfuiff  on  canned  goods  and  manuf  acturea  articles  generally  is  that  of 
the  general  customs  tariff  of  France. 
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NUMBER   OF   FRENCH   VESSELS    IN   FISHING   WATERS. 

A  combination  of  unfortunate  circumstances  seems  to  have  con- 
tributed to  the  present  commercial  condition  of  the  colony.  Chief 
among  these  is  the  rapidly  growing  fleet  of  fishing  vessels  coming 
each  year  directly  from  France  to  the  Grand  Banks.  By  usinjg 
larger  and  better  vessels  than  in  former  years,  the  French  find  it 
cheaper  to  fit  out  in  the  home  country  directly  for  the  banks  than 
to  use  the  colony  as  a  base  for  their  schooners.  Everything  in  the 
way  of  supplies  can  be  secured  at  less  expense  in  France  than  in 
St.  Pierre.  The  colony's  only  real  advantage  is  its  nearness  to  the 
fishing,  and  even  this  seems  to  have  been  overcome  by  the  use  of 
steam  trawlers  and  larger  and  better  equipped  sailing  vessels. 

In  1907  the  number  of  vessels  fitted  out  for  the  bank  fisheries 
coming  directly  from  France  was  202.  The  following  year  the 
French  fleet  proper  had  grown  to  229  vessels,  including  6  steam 
trawlers.  On  the  other  hand,  the  colonv's  fleet  had  lost  18  schooners. 
For  a  time  it  was  thought  that  the  trawler  fishing  craft  would  speedily 
revolutionize  deep-sea  fishing  methods.  Their  number  is  increasing 
on  the  banks,  but  not  so  rapidly  as  was  expected.  In  1907  France 
had  4  trawlers  on  the  banks  and  in  the  following  year  only  2  more 
had  been  added  to  the  fleet.  There  will  probably  be  8  or  10  such 
vessels  this  season. 

Though  St.  Pierre  is  a  fishing  colony,  the  men  who  go  to  the  banks 
each  year  do  not  come  from  the  colony,  but  have  to  be  brought  out 
from  France  just  before  the  season  opens.  They  come  in  chartered 
steamers,  and  return  each  fall  at  the  close  of  the  fishing  season. 
The  high  cost  of  living  in  St.  Pierre  and  the  trying  winters  do  not 
encourage  permanent  immigration  to  the  colony. 

COMMERCIAL   AND    INDUSTRIAL   CONDmONS. 

The  fact  that  St.  Pierre  has  no  agricultural  or  mineral  resources, 
the  high  customs  duties  on  goods  imported  from  coimtries  nearest 
and  most  accessible  to  the  colony,  the  advancing  cost  of  living,  and 
the  decline  of  the  fisheries  have  led  many  of  the  laboring  class  to 
emigrate  to  Canada  or  the  United  States,  while  scores  of  merchants 
and  shipping  owners  have  closed  out  their  interests  in  the  colony 
and  gone  to  France.  These  things  and  heavy  port  charges  are 
tending  to  drive  American  and  Canadian  fishermen,  who  would 
nature^  use  St.  Pierre's  excellent  harbor  as  a  rendezvous  for  the 
Grand  Bank  fleets,  to  seek  Sydney  and  other  Nova  Scotian  ports. 
The  failure  of  these  foreign  vessels  to  visit  the  port  as  frequently 
as  in  the  past  is  in  itself  a  considerable  loss  commercially  to  the 
business  of  the  colony.  In  this  connection  the  loss  of  the  "French 
Shore"  on  the  Newfoundland  coast  and  the  consequent  advance  in 
the  cost  of  getting  bait  for  the  St.  Pierre  fleet  is  to  be  considered. 

Among  the  small  enterprises  in  the  colony  which  are  connected 
with  or  depenaent  upon  the  fisheries  are  a  dory  factory,  a  paint 
factory,  a  large  bakerv  and  biscuit-making  establishment,  and  a 
factory  for  making  oilcloth  suits  for  fishermen.  These  concerns 
have  all  been  more  or  less  injured  by  the  decline  in  the  commercial 
life  of  the  colony,  but  still  continue  operation.    Two  patent  slips, 
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both  of  American  design,  capable  of  accommodating  the  largest 
fishing  vessels,  form  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  facilities  of  the  port. 

PABOELS  POST  AND  CABLE  STATIONS. 

It  is  evident  that  there  is  little  or  no  possibility  of  extending 
American  trade  in  the  colony,  certainly  not  \mtil  there  is  some 
improvement.  There  are  no  Americans  residing  in  the  colony, 
except  the  consul  and  his  family,  though  an  American  house  maintains 
a  branch  here.  Formerly  there  were  two  such  houses  in  St.  Pierre, 
but  one  withdrew  its  interests  a  year  ago.  Salesmen  from  American 
firms  occasionally  visit  St.  Pierre  in  sunmier,  and,  I  am  informed,  are 
well  received.  Americans  and  American  products  are  peculiarly 
popular  in  St.  Pierre,  and  were  business  conditions  better  and  the 
place  larger  the  demand  for  American  goods  would  be  considerable. 

St.  Pierre  enjoys  a  splendid  parcels  post  rate  with  France,  but  goods 
coming  from  the  United  States  andT  other  coimtries  must  pay  the 
regular  rate  of  the  International  Postal  Union.  It  is  impossible  to 
buy  a  postal  money  order  here  except  upon  some  office  in  France 
or  the  colonies. 

There  are  two  cable  stations  in  St.  Pierre,  the  An^lo-American  and 
the  French  Cable  Company.  Mail  facilities  are  limited  to  two  round 
trips  a  month  made  by  the  steamer  St.  Pierre- Miquelon  between  the 
colony  and  Nova  Scotia.  This  vessel  is  subsidized  by  the  French 
Government  for  carrying  the  mails.  It  lands  at  Sydney,  Nova  Scotia, 
in  summer,  but  goes  to  Halifax  in  winter  on  account  of  the  former 
harbor  being  blocked  with  ice.  The  steamer  is  a  regular  passen^r 
boat,  and  though  rather  small,  is  reasonably  comfortable  and  qiute 
seaworthy. 

IMPOBTS  ANP  EXPOBTS. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  St.  Pierre  Island  for  1908  was  valued  at 
$2,191,857,  of  which  the  imports  amounted  to  $970,810  and  the 
exports  to  $1,221,047,  against  imports  of  $969,149  and  exports  of 
$1,236,999  in  1907.  The  imports  and  exports,  by  countries,  during 
the  past  two  years  were  as  follows: 


Country. 

Importe. 

Exports. 

1907. 

$128,161 
230,214 
474.508 
37,730 
98.636 

1908. 

1907. 

IMS. 

United  States 

$149,887 
243,241 
475,211 
25,676 
76,796 

$4,097 

53,477 

1.136,444 

2,649 

40,432 

$3,788 

OtIUMlft , 

43,991 

Frwice  and  poionlw .... 

1,090,618 

Newfoundland t 

17,806 

All  other  countries 

64,946 

Total 

969,149 

970.810 

1,236.999 

1,221,047 

The  total  imports  and    their  value  and    those  from  the  United 
States  during  1908  are  shown  in  the  table  on  pa^  136. 
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Article*. 


Animate,  live 

Animal  products 

Amu  and  ammonltloii 

Coal 

Cotton  and  woolen  goods,  etc, 

Drags  and  medicines 

Earthenware 

Fish  for  bait,  etc. 

Flour,  etc 

Fruits,  etc 

Furniture 

Glassware 

Lead  and  other  metab 


Total 
imports. 

From 
United 
States. 

$40,737 

80,943 

$21,473 

3,946 

841 

65,767 

16,668 

102,845 

8,044 

550 

58 

3,420 

456 

18,012 

146 

63,753 

45,814 

0,433 

1.155 

5,865 

320 

4,394 

346 

4,218 

165 

Articles. 


Leather  goods  and  furs 

Liquors  and  wines 

Lumber.^ 

Machinery  and  hardware 

Oakum 

Paper,  books,  etc 

Paints. 

Ropes,  cables  and  lines 

Ball,  etc 

Tobacco,  tea.  coffee,  sugar,  etc 
All  other  arttcles 

Total 


Total 
Imports. 


$33,574 
01,801 
42.335 
54.621 
26,536 
21.298 
7,915 
31,439 
81,884 
79,319 
99.205 


970,810 


From 
United 
States. 


$703 
359 

6.632 

2,783 
354 
722 
992 

7,122 

291 

26,612 

8,831 


149,887 


MEXICO. 

REVIEW  OP  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Consxtl-Gbmbral  Arnold  Shanklin,  and  from  Mbxioan  Official  Sourobs. 

Mexico,  withi  its  vast  resources,  its  wonderful  climate,  and  its  unlim- 
ited opportunities,  is  forging  ahead,  and,  as  all  arteries  respond  to  the 
pulsations  of  the  heart,  so  do  all  other  parts  of  the  Republic  respond 
to  the  impetus  which  goes  out  from  its  capital  city. 

Tourists  come  by  the  thousands  to  visit  this  beautiful  city  and  take 
many  side  trips  to  the  various  ruins,  the  great  snow-capped  Popo- 
catapetl  and  Ixtaccihuatl,  and  to  see  the  country  wherein  are  so  thor- 
ouglOy  blended  the  old  and  the  new.  For  many  years  Mexico  has 
been  the  mecca  of  the  tourists  who  wished  to  escape  the  rigor  of  north- 
em  winters,  and  now  those  who  wish  to  avoid  the  terrific  heat  of  the 
summer  months  in  certain  parts  of  the  United  States  come  here,  and 
the  city  has  become  an  all-year-round  resort. 

Besides  being  the  seat  of  the  Government,  Mexico  City  has  the 
great  banking  institutions  and  the  laree  business  houses  of  the  country, 
and  from  here  are  operated  the  great  lines  of  railroads  which  cross  and 
recroes  the  Republic.     It  is  the  great  distributing  point  of  the  country. 

PEOSPERITY   CHECKED — RETRENCHMENT. 

After  fourteen  years  of  constantly  increasing  prosperity  Mexico 
found  herself  affected  at  the  opening  of  1908  by  the  financial  depres- 
sion and  general  industrial  stagnation  experienced  by  the  commercial 
and  industrial  world  at  large.  Apprehension  as  to  the  future  was 
further  heightened  by  unsatisfactory  harvests  during  the  year,  and  by 
the  low  pnce  of  silver,  the  most  important  element  in  the  mineral 
wealth  of  Mexico.  Conditions  abroad  reduced  the  demand  for  Mex- 
ican products  and  therefore  the  purchasing  power  of  the  country, 
resulting  in  lessened  imports  and  exports. 

Under  these  conditions  the  minister  of  finance  in  presenting  to 
Congress  estimates  for  revenue  and  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year 
190^10,  evidently  considered  it  prudent  to  make  them  lower  than 
for  the  preceding  fiscal  year,  believing,  no  doubt,  that  the  effects  of 
the  depression  in  trade  would  still  be  felt  during  the  year  covered 
by  these  estimates.  The  normal  revenue  for  the  year  ne  estimated 
at  S97,261,000  and  the  expenditures  $96,935,400.    The  estimates  are, 
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for  receipts,  S6,124,000,  and  for  expenditures  (6,268,430,  less  than 
the  correspondiiig  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  1908-9,  and  would 
leave  in  the  treasury  a  surplus  of  $325,600.  All  values  in  this  general 
review,  it  will  be  noted,  are  stated  in  United  States  currency,  con- 
version from  Mexican  currency  being  made  on  the  basis  of  50  cents 
for  each  peso.  Some  idea  of  the  effect  of  the  financial  depression 
on  the  commerce  of  Mexico  may  be  gained  by  a  comparison  of  the 
imports  and  exports  for  a  given  penod  during  1908  with  a  corre- 
sponding period  before  the  crisis  occurred.  The  imports  during  the 
third  quarter  of  the  calendar  year  1908  amounted  to  $35,039,520,  a 
decrease  of  $25,896,920  from  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1907. 
The  total  exports  for  the  same  quarter  of  1908  were  $53,148,330,  a 
decline  of  $11,647,710  from  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1907,  a 
total  difference  in  the  trade  between  the  two  quarters  of  $37,544,630. 

FOREIGN  TRADE  OF  MEXICO. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  and  exports  from  Mexico,  exclusive 
of  gold  and  silver,  is  shown  in  the  following  table,  covering  the 
fiscd  years  1906-7  and  1907-8  and  the  calendar  year  1908,  the  figures 
for  the  first  two  years  having  been  taken  from  Mexican  official  pub- 
lications while  those  for  1908  were  furnished  by  the  consulate-general 
in  Mexico  City: 


Articles. 


1906-7. 


1907-8. 


1908. 


IMPORTS. 

Animal  prodacts. 

Arms  and  explodTes 

Beverages,  spirituous,  fermented  and  natural 

Chemical  and  pharmaceutical  products 

Machinery  and  apparatus 

Mineral  products 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of 

Textiles,  and  manuiisotures  of. 

Vegetable  products 

Venldes..:. 

All  other  articles 

Total 

EXPOBT8. 

Animal  products 

Manufactures 

Mineral  products 

Vegetable  products 

AlTother  articles 

Total 


19,633,090 

1,963,945 

3,648,115 

4,706,500 

13,898,930 

41,251,090 

3,006,230 

12,880,510 

15,872,830 

4,601,660 

4,761,180 


18,632,732 
1,825.379 
3,681,946 
5.174,525 
14  )12 

34  t29 

3        n9 

15,;>i'J,ttt5 
15.3^1,138 

5  174 


116,114,789 


U0,878,732 


5,575.960 

1,883.245 

80,123,000 

35,905,185 

621,615 


4,829,796 

1,504.711 

79,204,664 

35,102,468 

728,461 


124,000,006 


121,370,100 


S7,2S3,653 

1,813,114 

3,023,228 

4,645,067 

11,886,560 

25,218,475 

2,520,790 

U,(B5,875 

12,291,516 

2,216,345 

2,374,009 


83,778,541 


5,899.574 


60,127,745 

33,989,048 

8,063,764 


112,670,131 


In  the  following  table,  showing  the  imports  by  countries  of  origin, 
the  values  have  been  made  up  from  the  same  sources  as  those  of  the 
preceding  table: 


Country. 


United  States 

AfHca 

Argentina 

Australia 

Austria-H  ungary . . 

Belgium 

Brazil 

British  Honduras. 
Canada 


1906-7. 

1907-8. 

f78,196,442 

159,000,983 

118,099 

112,803 

24,688 

174,810 

82,541 

168,701 

657,844 

800,144 

1,568,815 

1,621,874 

4,506 

6,609 

7,044 

11,863 

228,888 

410,878 

•  Not  given  separately  In  coosnl-ssDfltal'a  rsport 


1906. 


843.613,289 
0,085 
12,473 

693,622 

1.091,489 

7,222 
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Country. 


1906-7. 


1907-8. 


1908. 


Chile 

China 

Colombia.. 
Cuba 


Ecuador.. 

France 

Oenn^iiy 

Qreeoe 

Guatemala.. 
Honduras... 

India 

Indo-Chlna.. 

Italy 

Japan 

Netherlands. 

Norway 

Panama 

Persia 


Peru. 

Portugal 

RosBla , 

Salvador 

Santo  Domingo.. 
Spain. 


Sumatra. 

Sweden 

SwitKfiand 

Turkey 

United  Kingdom... 

Uruguay 

Venemela 

Ail  other  oountrles. 


180,266 

144,060 

8,202 

88,781 

42,475 

47,978 

8,658,832 

12,018,479 

17,138 

4,298 

3,355 

578,768 

7,114 

938,230 

361,901 

281,890 

177,790 

350 

2,988 

9,084 

153,282 

114,112 

4,980 

4,036 

3,968,993 

18,703 

285,781 

492,937 

25,137 

11,725,636 

3,235 

13,406 

3,746 


$69,625 

103,704 

16,657 

68,366 

20,529 

72«489 

9,890,104 

14,100,387 

14,953 

4,425 

5,848 

511,345 

10,313 

960,835 

468,118 

273,507 

175,888 

6 

3,154 

8,422 

71,604 

455,131 

37,282 

2,247 

3,761,159 

19,177 

288,106 

705,652 

14,634 

16,372,486 

2,640 

8,908 

1,771 


$130,626 

111,500 

12,430 

63,244 

28,479 

76,587 

7,018,430 

10,401,036 

14,802 

7,324 

2,689 

907,606 

501,397 

220,446 

208,292 

3,078 

8,995 

9,263 

45,428 

421,613 

28,280 

6,232 

3,181,219 

19,084 

154,870 

659,939 

18,768 

14,056,868 

4,970 

25,904 

3,062 


Total 116,114,789 


110,878,732 


83,778,541 


a  Not  given  separately  in  consul-general's  report. 


BXPORTS   BT   COUNTRIES. 


Elxports^  exclusive  of  gold  and  silver,  by  countries,  are  shown  in 
the  following  table  for  the  fiscal  years  1906-7  and  1907-8,  derived 
from  Mexican  official  sources,  and  for  the  calendar  year  1908,  as 
supplied  by  the  consulate-general  in  Mexico  City: 


Country. 

1900-7. 

1907-8. 

1908. 

United  States 

$87,904,562 

i,n8 

2,654,252 

149,567 

228,340 

600 

1,186,090 

1,111 

4,027,486 

10,054,832 

241,235 

18,983 

26,925 

1,081 

35,832 

14,790 

25,533 

2,533 

1,494,205 

15,937,012 

3,268 

$86,061,794 

9,532 

3,018,338 

160,422 

93,506 

13,554 

1,030,551 

56 

6,196,915 

11,190,120 

228,790 

24,478 

22,255 

140 

7,983 

1,845 

9,782 

15,113 

1,165,533 

13,107,469 

2,926 

$80,106,630 

Aostria-Hnn&arv 

7,193 

SSSi?.          :.::...:..:::::::: ::::.:::::::::... 

3,186,364 

Rri^h  Tf^^dnr^s 

*=).,„ 

Panada                           

rhiu    , 

Cuba 

793,188 

Denmark. . ... 

55 

France .■. 

6,014,976 

Oei'P^Miy. 

8,916,060 

Guatemala . .             

239,232 

Italy 

24,878 

}t0th^Um49 

24,561 

Nhwngna 

3,511 

Panama..                  

4  374 

Ptru 

17,266 

RnMiik 

6.972 

SalTador 

17,254 

715,196 

UnitLi  cr'tf^VdWF . , .  

12,579,197 

All  other  ooontries 

4,576 

Total    

124,009,006 

121,870,100 

112.670,131 

a  Not  given  separately  in  consul-general's  report. 
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EXPORTS   OP   TBEASUBE. 


Exports  of  gold  and  silver  in  the  form  of  bullion,  coin,  ore^  and 
compounds  are  given  from  official  figures  of  the  Mexican  Government 
for  the  fiscal  years  1906-7  and  1907-8: 


A^rtSoles. 


1906-7. 


1907-8. 


Xiicreaae(+) 

or 
decreaae(— ). 


Gold? 

BulUon 

Coin- 
Foreign 

Mexican 

Ore  and  gold  compounds. , 

Total 

Silver: 

Bullion 

Coin- 
Foreign 

Mexican 

Ore  and  silver  compounds 

Total 

Grand  total 


10,452,820 

6,035 

14,995 

2,464,000 


$11,548,813 
2,523,297 


1,888,540 


+82,006,993 

+  2,518,962 

-  14,996 

-  675,460 


11,936,850 


15,960,650 


+  4,023,800 


31,505,620 

80,910 
12,260,960 
5,993,395 


34,609,770 

82,619 
5,327,537 
6,486,558 


+  3,014,150 

+  1,609 

-  6,933,428 

+  498,168 


49,930,885 


46,506,384 


—  3,424,501 


61,867,735 


62,467,034 


+      599,299 


The  eflFect  of  the  general  depression  in  trade  began  to  be  felt  in 
Mexico  toward  the  close  of  1907,  and  from  that  time  on  it  shows  in 
the  statistics  of  both  imports  and  exports.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that 
although  the  total  imports  and  exports  decreased  in  the  years  imder 
comparison,  most  of  those  European  countries  doing  an  important 
trade  with  Mexico  held  their  own  fairly  well,  some  of  them  even 
increasing  the  volume  of  their  trade.  Many  of  the  countries  of 
Central  and  South  America,  as  well  as  Japan  and  Sumatra,  increased 
their  exports  to  Mexico.  The  United  States,  however,  suffered,  par- 
ticularly as  to  exports  to  Mexico,  a  considerable  loss  of  trade. 

ACTIVE  PARTICIPATION    OP    UNIIED   STATES   IN  COMMEBCE. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  large  dry-goods  and  fancy-goods  stores 
are  owned  by  the  French  and  the  hardware  stores  bv  the  Grermans. 
American  merchants  enter  quite  largely  into  the  wholesale  and  retail 
grocery  business  here  with  great  success,  and  other  American  inter- 
ests centered  here  are  large,  more  than  $700,000,000  of  American 
capital  being  invested  in  Mexico.  The  great  merger  lines  of  the 
railroads  known  as  the  National  Lines  of  Mexico  and  capitalized  at 
$230,000,000,  though  owned  by  the  Mexican  Government,  are  imder 
the  direct  personal  management  of  Americans,  as  also  are  banks 
with  a  capitalization  of  $1,775,000,  deposits  of  more  than  $8,000,000, 
and  surplus  and  undivided  profits  of  more  than  $600,000.  A  large 
packing  company,  financed  and  managed  by  an  American  and 
with  a  capitalization  of  $22,500,000,  operates  under  a  concession  from 
this  Government,  and  ships  great  quantities  of  its  products  in  its 
own  cold-storage  ships.  A  number  of  newspapers  and  magazines 
are  published  here  in  English^  including  the  Mexican  Herald,  a  morn- 
ing dailv,  and  the  Mexico  Daily  Record,  an  afternoon  paper,  with  the 
Anglo-American,  a  weekly  publication,  and  the  Mexico  Mining 
Journal,  issued  monthly. 
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A  United  States  shoe  manufacturing  company,  with  a  capitaliza- 
tion of  $300,000  and  assets  of  $600,000,  does  a  large  business  here,  and 
an  American  type  foimders  company  has  a  large  branch  in  this 
city  and  branches  in  other  Mexican  cities,  as  has  also  a  sewing 
machine  company.  Amon^  the  railroads  managed  and  financed  by 
Americans  is  the  Kansas  City,  Mexico  and  Orient  Railway  Company 
and  the  Pan-American  Railroad. 

The  Americans  who  have  their  interests  here  Uve  much  as  they 
would  at  home,  as  is  shown  by  the  American,  University,  and  the 
Country  clubs^  in  which  Americans  strongly  predominate.  In  that 
part  or  the  city  known  as  the  American  colony  are  to  be  found 
Deautiful  homes  of  thoroughly  American  type.  In  this  section  it  is 
estimated  that  within  the  past  few  years  several  miUions  of  dollars 
have  been  invested. 

MINERAL   AND  AGRICULTUEAL   PRODUCTS. 

The  mines  of  Mexico  are  her  great  source  of  wealth.  The  most 
conservative  reports  show  that  during  the  fiscal  year  1907-8  they 
produced:  Gold  to  the  value  of  $19,048,000;  silver,  $42,723,500; 
copper.  $12,400,000;  coal,  $3,500,000;  lead,  $2,700,000;  zinc,  $450,000; 
ana  all  other  metals,  $1,250,000,  the  total  for  the  year  having  been 
$82^71,500. 

The  output  of  mineral  oils  during  the  fiscal  year  1907-8  was  greater 
than  ever  before  and  amounted  to  about  $1,000,000.  During  1908 
much  work  was  done  in  inspecting  the  petroleum  deposits  m  the 
RepubUc  of  Mexico.  The  oil  fields  cover  an  area  of  something  over 
800,000  square  miles,  and  the  output  was  more  than  double  that 
of  1907. 

The  values  of  the  chief  products  of  the  soil  during  the  fiscal  year 
were  as  follows:  Com,  $50,000,000;  cotton,  $17,000,000;  henequen, 
-$16,000,000;  wheat,  $13,000,000;  sugar,  $13,000,000  ;beans,$6,000,000; 
coflFee,  $8,000,000;  and  woods,  $5,000,000.  The  increase  m  the  culti- 
vation of  rubber,  especially  during  the  past  eight  years,  has  been  very 
great,  the  output  during  1908  having  been  thirty  times  as  great  as 
that  of  1900. 

RAILWAY  PROGRESS   AND   EARNINGS — SHIPPING   INTERESTS. 

Mexico  is  adding  daily  to  her  15,000  miles  of  railway  lines;  the 
Kansas  City,  Mexico  and  Orient  is  building  rapidly  through  to  the 
west  coast;  the  Pan-American  will  again  go  forward  under  the  per- 
sonal management  of  an  American,  and  the  Southern  Pacific  is  extend- 
ing its  lines  through  on  the  west  coast  and  will  build  across  the  Sierra 
Madres  into  Chihuahua. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1907-8  the  seven  principal  railways  of  the 
RepubUc  together  carried  10,747,128  passengers,  and  tne  gross 
earnings  were  $8,218,245,  as  compared  with  10,000,031  passengers, 
gross  eammgs  $7,760,565,  in  1906-7.  There  were  10,042,144  tons 
of  freight  transported  by  these  railways  during  1907-8  as  compared 
with  9,124,040  during  the  preceding  year.  The  gross  earnings  on 
freight  for  1906-7  were  $26,431,770,  and  for  1907-8,  $28,966^575. 
The  lai^est  rate  of  increase  was  shown  by  the  Tehuantepec  National 
Railwav  which  is  now  carrying  great  quantities  of  freight  across 
the  Istnmus. 
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The  total  number  of  vessels  entering  Mexican  ports  during  the 
fiscal  year  1907-8  was  10,423  of  11,215,121  tons,  of  which  7,493  of 
4,471,317  tons  were  engaged  in  the  coastwise  trade  and  2,930  of 
6,743,804  tons  in  international  trade.  Of  the  latter  there  were 
1,855  entries  with  cargoes  shipped  directly  for  Mexico  and  1,075 
which  called  at  intermediate  ports  on  their  voyages. 

The  number  and  tonnage  of  all  steam  and  sailing  vessels  engaged 
in  international  trade  that  entered  the  ports  of  Mexico  during  1907-8 
are  shown  by  coimtries  in  the  following  table: 


Country. 

steam  vessels. 

Sailing  Teasels. 

United  States 

No. 

665 

51 

18 

72 

300 

Ttms. 

1,866,158 

08,126 

57,234 

406,738 

1,220,611 

No. 
167 
1 
11 

Tons. 
57,034 
5 

Cuba. 

Denmark .......            .... 

5,602 

France 

Germany 

17 

4 

33,722 
1,678 

Italy...: 

Japan  

2 

225 

5 

299 

2 

47 

15 

613 

13,534 

182,420 

13,198 

611,775 

4,574 

244,253 

20,566 

1,922,169 

Mexico 

56 
2 
53 
30 
3 
5 
267 

2,084 
461 

Netherlands 

Norway 

31,586 

Ru.S5fft , . 

0.576 

Spain 

663 

Sweden 

1,400 

United  Kingdom 

35,748 

Total 

2,314 

6,563,346 

616 

180,468 

ACAPUIiCO. 

By  Consul  Maxwell  K.  Moohhbad. 

This  consular  district  consists  of  the  State  of  Guerrero  and  has  an 
area  of  about  25,000  square  miles,  or  a  little  more  than  West  Vir- 
ginia, and  a  popiilation  estimated  at  500,000,  a  density  of  20  persons 
to  the  square  mile. 

For  commercial  purposes  the  State  may  be  divided  into  two  dis- 
tinct sections.  The  Pacific  coast  region,  of  which  Acapulco  is  the 
chief  port  and  distributing  center,  is  made  up  of  a  flat,  narrow,  strip 
of  land  almost  at  sea  level  running  in  a  southeasterly  direction, 
about  350  miles  long  and  averaging  20  miles  in  width,  comprising 
about  one-third  of  the  entire  State.  The  Sierra  Madre  Mountains 
follow  the  same  general  direction  as  the  coast,  shutting  off  the  coast 
region  from  commercial  intercoiu^e  with  the  interior,  since  there 
are  no  railways  or  good  roads  through  them,  and  they  rise  rather 
abruptly  to  a  height  of  8,000  to  10,000  feet  and  then  descend  to  a 
broken  plateau  of  4,000  feet  on  which  is  located  Chilpancingo^  the 
capital  of  the  State.  This  region  to  the  east  of  the  mountains  is 
commercially  tributary  to  Mexico  City,  as  the  Cuemavaca  branch 
of  the  Mexican  Central  Railway  connects  the  capital  of  the  Republic 
with  the  town  of  Rio  Balsas,  which  is  connected  with  Chilpancingo 
bv  a  good  wa^on  road,  thus  making  transportation  comparativdy 
cneap  and  rapid. 

The  coast  region  is,  on  the  whole,  very  fertile  with  frequent  small 
rivers  and  lakes  so  that  the  land  could  be  irrigated  cheaply.  Cotton, 
com,  rice,  and  tropical  fruits  such  as  limes,  oranges,  bananas,  pine- 
apples, cocoanuts,  and  mangoes,  grow  in  abtmdance.    However,  no 
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attempt  has  been  made  to  cultivate  these  products  by  modem 
methods.  Most  of  the  land  is  rented  out  or  pwned  by  small  pro- 
prietors who  produce  only  sufficient  for  their  own  use.  The  great 
drawback  to  the  cultivation  of  this  region  is  the  lack  of  means  of 
transportation.  At  Acapulco  two  spurs  of  the  Sierra  Madre  Moim- 
tains  come  down  to  the  coast,  completely  surrounding  the  city, 
making  transportation  very  difficult  and  expensive,  but  at  the  same 
time  these  motmtains  have  formed  one  of  the  finest  landlocked 
harbors  on  the  entire  Pacific  coast  of  America.  A  railroad  built 
aloi^  the  coast  would  make  this  one  of  the  richest  agricultural 
sections  of  Mexico,  as  bv  means  of  irrigation  and  modem  methods 
of  culture  the  land  could  be  made  to  produce  at  a  profit  great  quan- 
tities of  bananas  and  other  tropical  fruits  for  export  to  the  United 
States;  mahogany  and  dye  woods  could  be  brougnt  from  the  moun- 
tains and  coffee  could  be  produced  on  the  higmands.  [Samples  of 
cotton,  rice,  ajonjoli,  and  woods  have  been  forwarded  by  the  consul 
and  can  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Manufactures.] 

FRUIT-RAISING   DEVELOPMENT. 

The  Mexican-Pacific  Company,  of  Seattle,  Wash.,  owns  about 
250,000  acres  25  miles  northwest  of  Acapulco  upon  which  banana 

{jants,  imported  from  Costa  Rica  and  Panama,  are  to  be  planted, 
rrigation  from  the  Coyuca  River  is  being  considered.  Only  about 
40,^0  acres  of  the  land  are  suitable  for  bananas,  as  the  rest  of  the 
soil  is  too  sandy.  Pineapples,  cocoanuts,  limes,  and  other  fruits  are 
also  to  be  cultivated.  Ajonjoli,  the  seed  oi  which  is  used  for  the 
manufacture  of  oil  for  soap  making,  grows  in  quantities  on  this  land. 
The  company  has  purchased  from  the  receivers  of  La  Dicha  and 
Pacific  Railroad  Company,  of  New  York,  the  material  that  was  im- 
ported in  1907  for  the  construction  of  a  railway  from  Marques  Bay 
near  Acapulco  to  La  Dicha  copper  mine.  This  railway  material,  con- 
sisting OT  steel  rails,  ties,  fish  plates,  etc.,  will  now  be  used  for  a  rail- 
way from  Acapulco  to  the  hacienda  of  the  Mexican-Pacific  Company 
as  soon  as  the  right  of  way  can  be  secured  from  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment. It  is  the  intention  to  construct  eventually  a  concrete  pier  in 
this  harbor  and  to  run  a  line  of  fruit  steamers  directly  to  oeattle. 
The  first  shipment  of  bananas  will  not  be  ready  for  at  least  eighteen 
months. 

In  October,  1908,  an  American  company  commenced  the  manufac- 
ture of  citrate  of  lime  at  Savana,  a  small  town  near  Acapulco,  from 
the  Mexican  limes  that  grow  in  quantities  in  this  section.  Several 
shipments  have  already  been  made  to  New  York  and  San  Francisco 
witn  considerable  success. 

The  only  other  new  industry  commenced  during  1908  was  an  ice 
plant  whicn  b^an  operations  in  December.  This  plant  has  a  capacity 
of  1 ,000  kilos  (2,204  pounds)  daily.  Ice  is  now  sold  for  3  cents  a  kilo 
(2.2  pounds).     The  machinery  was  imported  from  the  United  States. 

Acapulco  is  a  small  city  of  4,500  inhabitants  and  is  important  only 
as  being  the  coaling  station  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company 
and  as  the  distributing  center  of  the  whole  coast  of  the  State  of 
Guerrero,  with  the  result  that  the  imports  are  larger  than  would  be 
expected  for  such  a  small  place. 
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THE   FOREIGN  TRADE. 

The  total  imports  into  Acapulco  for  the  six  months  ended  December 
31, 1908,  were  valued  at  SI  53,31 5  gold.  Of  this  amount  the  United 
States  furnished  26.2  per  cent;  Umted  Kingdom,  33.7  per  cent;  Gei^ 
many,  12.7  per  cent;  France  and  Spain,  12.2  per  cent;  and  all  other 
countries  15.2  per  cent. 

The  articles  of  import  from  the  four  leading  countries  during  the 
six  months  ended  December  31,  1908,  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


United 
States. 


Franoe 

and 
Spain. 


Germany. 


United 
Kingdom. 


Anns  and  ammuniticm 

ChemidUs 

FoodstuilB  and  drinlcs 

Iron  and  steel,  manutectures  of: 

Axes 

Hardware 

Machines  and  machinery . . 

Nails 

Pipe 

W&B 

other 

Leather,  mannitetnres  of 

Oils  and  paints 

Textiles 

Wood,  mannCwturas  of 

AU  other  articles 

Total 


S5,8U 
1,631 
4,046 

4,431 

1,644 

8,734 

605 

611 

5,804 

968 

143 

551 

699 

3,576 


40,242 


13,214 


1,078 


2,786 
668 
855 


$406 

"oo 


573 
90 
196 


4,261 
642 
388 
5,706 
1,740 
5,437 


18,850 


19,529 


83,488 
672 


97 
5,914 


335 


37,837 

471 

3,096 


51,809 


HOW   THE   UNITED   STATES   COULD   GET   MORE   TRADE. 

The  United  States,  on  account  of  its  geographical  position  and 
its  cheap  transportation  to  the  west  coast  of  Mexico,  should  be  able  to 
deliver  merchandise  in  Acapulco  at  a  better  rate  than  can  be  done 
from  Hamburg  and  Liverpool  and  could  have  more  than  it  has  of  the 
imports.  The  bulk  of  the  imports  from  England  consist  of  cotton 
fabrics,  handkerchiefs,  and  other  textiles.  American  exporters  could 
with  a  little  eflFort  get  the  larger  share  of  this  trade.  But  this  can  not 
be  done  by  simply  soliciting  trade  by  means  of  catalogues  printed  in 
English  and  by  cash  terms  i.  o.  b.  New  York.  Correspondence  must 
be  m  Spanish,  weights  and  measures  in  the  metric  system,  and  credit 
of  at  least  sixty  days  after  arrival  of  goods  in  Acapulco  should  be 

? 'anted.  Terms  should  also  be  c.  i.  f.  Acapulco  and  not  f.  o.  b.  New 
ork  or  other  American  points.  It  is  much  easier  for  the  American 
exporter  to  obtain  the  freight  and  insurance  rate  from  the  United 
States  than  it  is  for  the  local  purchaser.  Through  bills  of  lading  are 
now  obtainable  from  New  York  to  Acapulco,  via  Panama  or  the 
Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  and  from  San  Francisco  or  Seattle  by  direct 
steamers. 

England  and  Germany  have  obtained  their  trade  on  this  coast  by 
means  of  travelii^  salesmen,  who  bring  complete  lines  of  samples  and 
who  speak  Spanish  fluently,  and  hy  granting  six  to  eight  months' 
credit.  During  1908  not  one  American  salesman  called  at  this  con- 
sulate and,  it  is  said,  only  one  came  to  Acapulco.  Not'being  able  to 
speidc  Spanish,  having  no  samples,  and  demanding  cash  before  ship- 
ment, he  made  no  sales. 
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EXPORTS  TO  UNITED  STATES  AND  OTHEB  COUNTRIES. 

The  Mexican  custom-house  here  shows  exports  (which  include 
goods  in  transit)  to  all  countries  in  1908  valued  at  $195,923,  of  which 
articles  worth  $1 16,882  went  to  the  United  States,  $65,780  to  Germany, 
$659  to  Canada,  and  $12,602  to  Central  America.  The  leading 
articles  shipped  to  the  United  States  and  their  values  were  as  follows: 
Cigars,  $6,802;  coflfee^  $19,689;  coin,  $5,278;  fruits,  $14,280;  hides 
and  skins,  $61^942;  oil  cake  and  meal,  $4,713;  and  rubber,  $1,251. 

The  value  of  the  exports  declared  at  the  American  consulate  at 
Acapulco  to  the  United  States  during  1908  was  $60,846,  a  decrease 
of  $36,235  and  $69,015,  respectivelv,  from  1907  and  1906.  The 
reason  for  these  large  decreases  is  that  no  copper  was  exported  in 
1908  on  account  of  the  failure  of  La  Dicha  copper  mine,  and  that  a 
considerable  quantity  of  hides  was  purchased  by  a  Mexican  firm 
in  Puebla^  thus  diminishing  the  exports  in  that  article.  The  articles 
exported  m  1907  and  1908  and  their  values  are  shown  in  the  following 
table: 


Articles 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Citrate  of  llpf»e 

1610 
162 

Oilcake ." 

1529 

Coffee            

H126 
35,005 
744 
15,443 
40,608 

Rubber 

671 

Copper 

All  other  articles 

$165 

1,033 

4,089 
11.976 
41,776 

Total 

Froits 

97,081 

60,846 

AGUASC  AlilENTES . 

By  Consul  Walter  D.  Shauohnebbt. 

A  review  of  the  trade  for  1908  in  the  district  of  AguascaUentes 
shows  it  was  a  year  of  general  depression,  not  only  financially,  but 
in  all  lines  of  business  and  industries.  The  last  two  months  appeared 
more  encouraging,  and  greater  activity  is  prophesied  for  1909. 

During  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  there  was  a  noticeable 
decrease  in  the  shipments  of  copper  and  lead  buUion  to  the  United 
States.  Owing  to  the  low  prices  of  metals  that  have  prevailed  since 
the  panic  of  1907,  and  to  the  increases  in  freight  rates  on  ores,  the 
low-grade  mines  were  compelled  to  shut  down  all  over  the  country, 
and  very  Uttle  ore  was  received  at  the  smelters  for  conversion.  .  The 
last  three  months  of  the  year  brought  a  renewal  of  activity,  and  a 
number  of  the  mines  are  again  in  operation. 

The  amount  of  buUion  declarea  at  this  consulate  for  export  to 
the  United  States  during  1908  was  as  follows:  Copper,  $13,464,125, 
and  lead,  $133,907. 

AGEICULTURE   AND   STOCK  RAISING. 

In  agriculture  a  combination  of  circumstances  has  brought  about 
the  depressed  condition  which  was  caused  by  the  failure  of  the  crops 
and  tightness  of  the  money  market.  Although  the  rains  continued 
from  Jmne  to  October,  the  rail  was  not  sufficient  to  fill  the  reservoirs, 
and  consequently  there  was  Uttle  water  on  hand  for  irrigating  the 
wheat  crop.  The  farmers  would  not  plant^  and  the  prospect  for 
the  immediate  future  is  anything  but  promising. 
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The  May  wheat  crop  sold  for  $18  to  $20  Mexican  (Mexican  dollar  = 
50  cents  United  States  currency)  per  carga  (271.8  pounds) ,  and  the 
supply  on  hand  was  disposed  of  at  once.  The  bayou  beans  now 
raised  in  this  State  were  origmally  imported  from  the  United  States, 
and  have  always  been  in  great  demand  throughout  the  Republic. 
The  crop  in  1908  was  a  failure,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  they  sold 
at  $9.50  Mexican  per  hectoliter  (2.83  bushels),  with  a  prospect  of 
an  increase  in  price. 

The  scarcity  of  wheat  and  beans  throughout  the  Republic  made 
it  necessary  for  the  Mexican  Government  to  reduce  the  tariflp  on  these 
articles,  which  are  now  imported  to  supply  the  demand,  and  the 
prospect  for  a  large  importation  from  the  United  States  is  bright. 
The  com  crop  was  only  medium  on  account  of  the  frost,  and  it  sold 
at  $3.25  Mexican  per  hectoUter,  with  the  prospect  of  lower  prices, 
as  good  crops  were  reported  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Republic. 
The  chili  crop  was  below  the  average,  but  on  account  of  the  depression 
and  few  demands  from  the  other  States  it  was  oflFered  at  $2.75  and 
$3  Mexican  per  arroba  (25.5  pounds). 

Several  of  the  larger  landowners  have  succeeded  in  their  eflForts  to 
drill  for  artesian  weUs,  and  out  of  10  borings  6  have  proven  successful. 
One  in  particular  flows  at  the  rate  of  1,600  liters  (423  gallons)  per 
minute. 

A  former  American,  now  a  naturalized  citizen  of  Mexico,  who  has  for 
the  past  few  years  suppUed  the  markets  with  American  potatoes, 
whicn  he  has  successfully  raised  a  short  distance  from  this  city,  has 
again  imported  60  tons  of  Burbank  seed  potatoes  from  California. 

Cattle  raising  is  not  carried  on  as  extensively  as  agriculture,  but 
there  is  a  fair  demand  for  slaughter  cattle,  which  are  selling  at  low 
prices.  The  importation  of  sheep  and  goat  skins,  which  were  formerly 
shipped  into  this  district  in  large  quantities,  is  now  at  a  standstill, 
but  the  increase  in  exports  to  the  United  States  through  this  con- 
sulate was  about  $11,000  gold  over  1907. 

BANKING — RAILBOADS   AND   BATES. 

The  financial  stringency  in  the  United  States  in  October,  1907,  was 
not  felt  here  until  the  spring  of  1908,  at  which  time  rates  of  exchange 
were  high  and  money  could  not  be  obtained  from  the  banks  except  on 
bona  fide  security  and  at  12  per  cent  interest  per  annum.  Farmers 
were  therefore  unable  to  obtam  their  accustomed  loans  on  their  crops, 
and  it  was  only  during  the  month  of  December  that  the  buuis 
resumed  loans  on  the  security  of  two  responsible  signatures.  There 
never  was  a  time  during  the  year  when  checks  were  not  paid  on 

Cresentation,  but  all  drafte  drawn  on  New  York  and  other  cities  of  the 
Tnited  States  were  made  payable  through  the  clearing  houses. 
A  number  of  the  banks  are  reported  to  be  calling  in  all  less-protected 
loans,  but  they  are  not,  however,  pressing  parties  having  proper  and 
reliable  security.  The  State  Banco  de  JaBsco  has  assumed  control  of 
the  local  Banco  de  Aguascalientes,  and  it  is  reported  that  it  con- 
templates loaning  money  to  the  city  and  to  private  individuals  for 
improvements  and  enterprises. 

Kates  of  exchange  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  are  still 
high,  the  banks  buying  at  $2  Mexican  for  $1  United  States,  and  selling 
at  202  and  203. 
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At  the  commencement  of  1908  the  Mexican  Central  RaUroad 
reduced  its  force  and  reoi^anized  its  service,  with  the  result  that 
passenger  trains  have  been  running  on  time,  and  freight  is  being 
deUvered  promptly  with  Uttle  or  no  loss  and  a  very  small  percentage 
of  wrecks.  Several  high-power  engines  were  received  from  the 
United  States,  and  after  bemg  converted  into  oil  burners,  were  placed 
in  operation  at  points  on  the  line  where  steep  grades  made  it  difficult 
to  travel,  so  that  now  the  faciUties  for  transportation  are  greatly 
improved. 

For  several  years  the  building  of  a  direct  line  between  Aguascali- 
entes  and  Guadalajara  has  been  under  consideration.  It  is  now 
reported  that  an  American  company  has  obtained  a  concession  from 
the  local  government  to  cross  tnis  State,  and  that  according  to  the 
tenns  of  the  contract  work  must  commence  within  the  next  few 
months.  The  length  of  the  road  will  be  about  187  miles,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  it  will  cost  $2,500,000  gold. 

Several  increases  in  freight  rates  were  made  on  a  number  of  articles, 
such  as  wheat,  com,  cotton  seed,  alcohol,  and  wines,  but  they  were 
not  raised  to  such  an  extent  as  to  seriously  affect  the  foreign  trade. 

IMPORTS   AND   EXPORTS. 

This  consular  district  having  no  custom-house,  trade  statistics  can 
not  be  defciitely  stated.  From  inquiries  made  among  the  merchants, 
imports  from  European  ports  have  not  been  so  large  as  in  previous 
years,  and  the  United  States  has  just  been  holding  its  own  in  a  number 
of  the  staple  articles. 

A  recapitulation  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  from  this 
district  shows  a  falling  off  in  several  articles,  namely,  beans,  bullion, 
and  drawn  woit,  but  an  increase  in  chili,  hides,  and  goat  skins. 

The  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  for  1907  and  1908  were  as 
follows,  values  being  given  in  gold: 


ArttclBS. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

n««p^          

S540 
1,427 
19,960,660 
3,675 
7,319 

Skins 

$3,970 
764 

$5,930 

Btanlmtff                

$1,331  ' 

13,596,032 

8,307 

1,068 

9,625 

866 

1,025 

Total 

Returned  American  goods 

Grand  total 

Chili 

19,998,857 
3,882 

13,626,202 

Drswn  work 

9,758 

Hides 

Ore,  cttlamlD^. .. , 

20,002,739 

13,635,960 

HABDWABE  AND  IMPLEMENTS — GBOGERIES  AND  PRODUCE. 

According  to  the  statements  of  an  American  hardware  firm  in  this 
city,  sales  of  goods,  such  as  hardware,  furniture,  agricultural  imple- 
m^Qts,  carriages,  and  wagons,  have  been  practically  nil.  American 
buyers  in  th€»e  lines  are  purchasing  in  a  most  conservative  manner, 
although  sales  of  small  hardware  and  steel  products  have  been  about 
the  average.  These  goods  are  imported  from  the  United  States, 
Germany,  England,  and  France,  but  the  greater  part,  if  not  all,  of  the 
nails  uara  here  are  of  Mexican  manufacture,  maae  by  American 
maehinery  in  San  Luis  Potosi  and  Monterey. 
18077—0  a  1908— VOL  2 10 
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The  grocery  trade  is  mostly  in  the  hands  of  the  Mexican  merchants, 
who  sell  the  home  products,  but  there  are  two  American  stores 
dealing  almost  exclusively  in  American  goods,  and  they  control  the 
entire  trade  among  the  American  residents  as  well  as  a  large  per- 
centage of  that  among  the  Mexicans.  One  of  the  leading  firms 
stated  that,  in  comparison  with  1907,  the  year  1908  had  been  a  bad 
one  for  the  grocery  tusiness,  as  sales  had  fallen  oflF  owing  to  the  rail- 
road's cutting  down  its  force  and  the  mines  not  giving  employment, 
thus  causing  a  scarcity  of  ready  money  and  the  necessity  of  postponing 
collections. 

During  October  the  express  company  created  a  return  rate  of  5 
cents  gold  on  egg  cases  and  75  cents  gold  on  butter  cases,  making  it 
necessary  for  the  grocery  stores  to  increase  prices  in  proportion.  As 
there  is  but  one  express  company  operatmg  between. the  United 
States  and  Aguascalientes,  there  is  no  competition  and  prices  vary  in 
perishable  goods,  which  under  the  circumstances  are  high. 

Among  the  products  finding  a  ready  sale  here  are  lard,  butter, 
apples,  grapes,  crackers,  preserves,  canned  goods,  and  chocolate. 

SALES  OP  DRUGS,  DRY  GOODS,  ETC. 

It  has  been  reported  by  traveling  salesmen  that  in  this  district 
there  has  been  less  depression  in  the  drug  line  than  in  other  parts  of 
the  Republic.  There  is,  however,  no  market  for  American  perfumes. 
European  perfumes  and  soaps  are  preferred,  as  they  can  be  sold  here 
at  the  same  and  at  lower  prices  than  those  imported  from  the  United 
States. 

The  average  percentage  of  increase  in  drug  imports  for   1908  over 

1907  is  estimated  to  be,  approximately,  as  follows:  Imports  from 
Europe,  15  per  cent;  imports  from  the  United  States,  5  per  cent; 
total  mcrease,  20  per  cent. 

The  sales  of  dry  goods,  furnishings,  hats,  and  novelties  decreased 
about  30  per  cent,  and  very  small  amounts  of  these  articles  were 
imported  auring  the  year.  Heretofore  these  lines  have  found  a  ready 
sale,  and  generally  there  has  been  a  good  demand  for  American  ready- 
made  clothing  and  suit  materials. " 

MUNICIPAL    AND  PBIVATE  ENTERPRISES. 

Aguascalientes  has  nearly  completed  a  new  market,  which  will  add 
greatly  to  the  convenience  of  the  public  in  the  sales  of  vegetables, 
dairv  products,  and  pottery.     Its  estimated  cost  is  $15,000  gold. 

The  installation  in  the  near  future  of  modem  drainage  and  water 
systems  is  expected  by  the  public.     During  the  last  six  months  of 

1908  engineers  were  at  work,  with  the  result  that  the  digging  and  the 
laying  of  mains  and  sewer  pipes  will  commence  within  the  next  six 
months.  The  concessions  for  these  improvements  are  hcJd  by  an 
English  company  of  Mexico  City. 

The  chamoer  of  commerce  has  been  advocating  for  some  time  the 
construction  of  a  wagon  road  between  a  small  town  called  Calvillo 
and  this  city,' a  distance  of  50  miles.  It  has  been  reported  as  a 
necessity  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the  governor,  and  it  is  believed 
that  work  will  commence  shortly.    The  landowners  along  the  pro- 
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]>osed  line  of  the  road  have  agreed  to  subscribe  toward  its  construc- 
tion, which  it  is  estimated  will  cost  $4,000  gold. 

Several  new  residences  have  been  constructed  on  American  plans, 
and  they  are  furnished  with  American  plumbing  and  conveniences. 
One  house  cost  about  $12,500  gold,  and  another,  which  is  entirely  of 
white  brick  and  stone  imported  into  the  State  from  near  Torreon,  is 
furnished  with  American  hard-wood  floors  and  when  completed  will 
have  cost  $17,500  gold.  In  December  the  Church  of  San  Antonio  was 
completed  at  a  cost  of  $100,000  gold,  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful structures  of  the  city. 

The  electric  street-car  company,  which  was  bought  early  in  the  year 
by  a  German  concern  of  Mexico  City,  has  built  a  large  addition  to  its 
power  house  and  installed  dynamos  and  machinery  purchased  in  Ger- 
many, for  the  purpose  of  generating  light  for  the  use  of  the  city  and 
the  public. 

One  of  the  principal  American  hardware  firms  recently  obtained  a 
long  lease  on  the  building  adjoining  its  store,  and  when  the  necessary 
repairs  are  completed  it  will  double  the  floor  capacity  of  its  store. 
The  firm  intends  to  use  the  addition  as  show  and  store  rooms  for  car- 
riages, wagons,  agricultural  implements  and  machinery,  and  auto- 
mobiles. 

In  September  an  American  resident  started  a  newspaper  in  English. 
As  it  already  has  a  circulation  of  700  copies  its  success  is  assured,  and 
it  offers  to  American  manufacturers  a  means  of  advertising  their  goods. 

A  few  months  ago  an  American  started  a  dairy  several  miles  from 
the  city  and  is  furnishing  the  market  with  good  American  butter  at 
10  cents  gold  cheaper  than  the  article  imported  from  the  United 
States,  which  sells  here  during  the  winter  months  for  55  to  60  cents 
a  pound  gold.  He  also  furnishes  the  American  residents  and  hotels 
with  buttermilk  at  10  cents  gold  a  quart. 

ZACATBCAS  AOEXCT. 

By  Consular  Agent  Frederick  SteinkrVger. 

Zacatecas,  a  typical  mining  State,  felt  the  depression  in  metals  con- 
siderably, and  a  number  of  its  mines  are  idle.  The  construction  of 
some  contemplated  cyanideplants  was  also  delayed  for  this  reason. 
Nevertheless,  the  Magistral  Company  is  building  a  300- ton  smelter  for 
copper,  and  the  Bote  Mining  Company  is  erectmg  a  modem  plant  for 
the  reduction  of  its  low-grade  ores.  The  Compafiia  Beneficiadora  de 
Metales  de  Zacatecas  is  putting  in  a  modem  plant  and  expects  to  do 
custom  work  when  it  is  completed. 

The  shipments  of  ores  and  bullion  from  the  different  mining  dis- 
tricts in  this  State  during  the  last  three  years  show  a  total  of 
$20,595,522  Mexican  currency.  This  does  not  include  the  districts  of 
Mazapil  and  Concepcion  del  Oro. 

The  exports  to  tne  United  States  in  1908  amoimted  to  $73,459,  a 
decrease  of  $6,657  from  1907.  The  articles  were  ore.  worth  $10,733, 
and  skins,  $62,726.  A  large  amoimt  of  zinc  ore  is  snipped  from  the 
district  or  Mazapil,  in  the  State  of  Zacatecas,  which  is  invoiced  at 
Monterey  on  accoimt  of  there  being  no  railway  connection  between 
that  district  and  the  city  of  Zacatecas. 
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RAILWAY   CONCESSIONS — IRRIGATION — BANKS — CROPS. 

Several  concessions  for  the  building  of  railways  to  the  different  in- 
land ?Tiining  districts  are  held  by  foreign  companies,  and  if  these  lines 
are  built  the  output  of  minerals  from  the  State  will  be  greatly  in- 
creased. 

The  municipal  government  is  making  a  number  of  improvements, 
chiefly  in  laving  cement  sidewalks  and  repairing  the  public  building, 
and  no  doubt  Zacatecas  is  one  of  the  cleanest  and  healthiest  cites  in 
the  Republic.  The  work  on  the  waterworks  system  is  progressing, 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  city  will  soon  have  one  of  the  most  modem 
installations.    This  will  result  in  a  good  market  for  plumbing  supplies. 

In  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  where  many  sheep  are  raised, 
there  is  a  laige  amount  of  wool  being  held  for  a  better  market.  Con- 
siderable interest  is  manifested  in  the  drilling  of  deep  wells  for  the 
Kurposa  of  procuring  water  for  stock  raising  and  irrigation,  nothing 
ut  American  machmery  being  used. 

The  banks  in  the  city  of  Zacatecas,  of  which  there  are  two,  are  in 
very  good  condition,  but  no  doubt  there  is  a  good  opening  for  an 
institution  which  would  do  business  along  modem  lines. 

The  crops,  principally  com,  were  only  fair  in  1908  and  were  not  up 
to  the  average  for  tne  previous  year,  wnereas  a  pood  crop  was  raised 
in  1906.  The  high  taolelands  of  tnis  State  will  in  course  of  time 
prove  of  great  interest  to  foreigners,  as  the  cHmatic  conditions  are 
such  that  all  cereals  as  well  as  vegetables  can  be  raised,  with  good 
markets  at  reasonable  distances. 

The  Govermnent  is  contemplating  the  building  of  a  lar^e  dam  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  State,  where  sugar  cane  and  tropical  fruits, 
etc.,  can  be  raised.  The  proposed  dam  is  to  irrigate  about  25  square 
miles  of  very  rich  soil,  and  when  connected  with  a  railroad  this  part 
of  the  State  will  become  a  large  producer  of  the  products  mentioned. 

The  present  governor  and  his  official  staff  are  friendly  to  foreign 
investments  and  will  gladly  aid  any  imdertakings  of  good  and  reliable 
parties. 

CHIHUAHUA. 

By  GovsuL  Lewis  A.  Makttv. 

Chihuahua  is  principaU^  a  mining  State,  but  stock  raising  and 
agriculture  are  each  receiving  attention.  Large  quantities  of  cattle 
are  annually  exported  from  this  district  to  the  United  States.  The 
traffic  in  hides,  most  of  which  are  taken  from  beef  cattle,  is  consider- 
able and  is  on  the  increase. 

There  are  few  manufacturing  nlants  in  this  district,  and  these  are 
operated  on  a  very  small  scale.  ^Nothing  is  manufactured  for  export, 
everything  produced  being  for  home  consumption  and  consisting 
chiefly  of  clothing,  shoes,  woolen  goods,  candles,  matches,  brooms, 
and  some  products  made  from  iron  and  steel.  There  is  one  small 
factory  for  the  manufacture  of  brass  bedsteads.  The  price  of  each 
of  the  articles  manufactured  here  is  about  as  high  as  the  priced  for 
those  imported .  from  other  countries.  This  is  caused,  no  doubt,  by 
the  fact  that  Chihuahua  has  no  water  power^  and  the  scarcity  of  fuel 
and  the  high  price  which  miist  be  paid  for  it  make  the  operation  of 
such  industries  expensive. 
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The  climate  is  so  dry  that  few  agricultural  products  can  be  raised 
without  irrigation,  and  there  are  not  many  places  where  water  is 
available  for  the  purpose.  In  some  places  in  the  State  irrigation  is 
resorted  to  succeesfuUy,  and  there  is  one  colony  that  is  making  quite 
a  success  of  farming.  It  has  an  extensive  system  of  irrigation,  and 
by  successful  farming,  combined  with  the  raising  of  cattle,  it  is 
becoming  very  prosperous  and  very  valuable  to  the  country. 

POPULATION   OF  CHIHUAHUA — IMPROVBKENTS. 

The  present  estimated  population  of  the  city  of  Chihuahua  is  about 
37,000.  The  last  census,  which  was  taken  in  1900,  showed  30,000. 
but  there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  population  and  a  wonderful 
improvement  in  the  condition  and  appearance  of  the  city.  The 
little  mule-car  railway  has  given  way  to  a  splendid  modem  electric 
system,  which  extends  through  the  city  and  reaches  to  the  suburbs  in 
aifferent  directions.  The  company  has  lately  attached  a  trailer  to 
each  of  the  original  coaches,  making  the  carrjring  capacity  double 
what  it  was  when  they  were* first  put  into  operation.  All  the  coaches 
are  modem  and  first  class  and  the  service  is  satisfactory,  not  only  to 
the  company  but  also  to  the  patrons. 

During  the  last  year  new  buildings  have  sprung  up  all  over  the 
city,  not  only  for  public  works  but  also  for  private  enterprises,  and 
a  mie  dwelling  is  now  nearing  completion,  made  of  native  stone,  which 
is  said  to  have  cost  $250,000  gold.  The  carving  and  statuary  with 
which  the  building  is  adorned  alone  cost  many  thousand  dfollars. 
The  city  municipal  building  has  been  completed  and  occupied.  The 
large  dam  that  was  in  course  of  constmction  in  1907  has  been  com- 
pleted at  a  cost  of  $350,000,  and  the  water  supply  which  it  affords 
is  more  than  ample  for  the  city  or  one  several  times  its  size.  The 
new  government  building  will  oe  completed  during  the  summer  of 
1909.  In  addition,  many  commodious  business  blocks  have  been 
erected  and  occupied. 

The  Chihuahua  and  Pacific  Railway  and  the  Sierra  Madre  Land 
and  Lumber  Company  Railway  were  bought  by  a  Canadian  company 
during  the  year  and  merged  into  one  road.  This  system  connects 
the  city  of  Chihuahua  with  Madera,  about  200  miles  by  rail  north- 
west or  Chihuahua.  At  Madera  are  located  the  largest  lumber  and 
saw  mills  in  Mexico,  and  the  company  owning  these  mills  has  pur- 
chased several  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  adjacent  thereto  and 
will  exploit  the  timber  on  a  large  scale.  The  company  also  has  under 
consideration  a  project  to  build  a  railroad  from  this  city  to  Mon- 
clova,  a  city  in  the  State  of  Coahuila,  located  in  the  center  of  the 
coal  regions  and  about  362  miles  southeast  of  Chihuahua.  This 
road,  if  built,  will  bring  the  coal  fields  165  miles  rail  haul  nearer 
Chihuahua  and  will  effect  considerable  saving  in  the  cost  of  fuel. 
The  Kansas  City,  Mexico  and  Orient  Railway,  building  from  Kansas 
CSty  to  TojKjIobampo,  on  the  Gulf  of  California,  and  passing  through 
Chihuahua,  is  making  progress  slowly,  but  it  is  understood  capital 
has  been  pledged  to  complete  the  road  from  Kansas  City  to  Chi- 
huahua, and  it  is  confidently  expected  that  much  of  it  will  be  finished 
within  a  year. 
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A  DECREASED  TRADE — SALES  TO  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

There  is  no  way  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  imports  into  this 
district  for  1908,  out  merchants  are  buying  in  very  small  Quantities, 
onlj  enough  to  carry  on  their  business,  and  inquiry  at  the  freight 
station  of  the  only  hne  entering  Chihuahua  from  the  United  States 
elicits  the  fact  that  shipping  is  far  below  that  of  several  years  previous. 
Owing  to  the  low  prices  of  silver  and  copper  metals^  many  mines  in 
this  district  have  closed  down,  and  this,  coupled  with  the  shortage' 
of  crops,  due  to  the  small  rainfall  of  last  year,  has  greatly  curtailed 
business  throughout  the  district  and  caused  a  stringency  of  money. 
Many  merchants  are  having  difficulty  in  meeting  their  obligations, 
and  there  have  been  some  failures. 

The  declared  value  of  exports,  including  returned  goods,  to  the 
United  States  during  1907  was  $5,503,653,  against  $4,234,362  in 
1908.    The  articles  and  their  values  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Boneii  and  I^oms 

Cattle 

Concentrates,  zinc 

Hides 

Ore: 

Calamine,  zinc 

Silver,  lead,  and  gold.. 


$277 


250,234 

165,667 
1,606,!«6 


1908. 


$630 
150,007 
73,505 
139,003 

386,502 
824,477 


Articles. 


Other  articles 

Total 

Bullion:  Gold  and  silver. . 
Returned  American  goods. 

Grand  total 


1007. 


$48,340 


2,150,703 

3,323,314 

20,546 


5,503,668 


100& 


$30,504 


1,613,808 

2,500,854 

20,610 


4,234,362 


PARRAIj  aoenct. 

By  Consular  Agent  James  J.  Long. 

The  prosperity  of  the  Parral  district  depends  almost  entirely  upon 
the  mining  industry.  *  Owing  to  the  low  prices  of  silver  and  other 
metals  and  the  unsettled  financial  conditions  in  the  United  States 
and  Europe,  many  mines  closed  down  in  this  district  during  1908, 
and  other  mining  enterprises  that  were  to  be  undertaken  about  the 
beginning  of  the  year  were  forced  to  await  more  favorable  conditions. 
Fortunately  the  dull  condition  of  the  mining  business  in  the  Parral 
district  during  the  year  will  bring  about  local  treatment  of  a  great 
deal  of  low-grade  ore  that  was  formerly  shipped  to  custom  smelters 
when  the  prices  of  metals  were  high.  Particular  interest  was  taken 
throughout  the  district  in  the  cyanide  process  for  the  treatment  of  low- 
grade  silver  ore.  A  number  of  experimental  plants  were  installed, 
and  it  was  proved  that  many  of  the  low-grade  ores  that  would  not 
stand  freight  and  smelter  charges  can  be  treated  at  a  profit  by  the 
use  of  cjranide.  It  is  almost  a  certainty  that  several  large  cyanide 
plants  will  be  in  operation  in  the  Parral  district  before  the  close  of 
1909. 

The  12.4-mile  extension  of  the  Parral  and  Durango  Railroad  was 
completed  in  October,  1908.  By  means  of  this  extension  the  Parral 
district  is  assured  a  constant  supply  of  pine  lumber,  mining  timbers, 
poles,  and  fuel  wood  for  many  jears. 

During  the  year  the  operation  of  the  electric  street  cars  of  the 
Ferrocarril  Urbano  de  Hiaalgo  del  Parral  began  in  the  city  of  Parral, 
and  there  are  prospects  that  the  line  will  be  extended  to  one  of  the 
suburbs  as  soon  as  business  conditions  in  the  district  warrant  the 
expenditure. 
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Ground  was  broken  in  the  city  for  a  large  incjustrial  school  for 
^\Sf  which  will  be  ready  for  use  about  the  second  half  of  1909.  This 
IS  the  only  public  buildmg  of  importance  undertaken  in  the  district 
during  the  year. 

A^icultural  interests  have  suffered  in  this  district  from  the  short 
rainfall  during  the  past  three  years.  It  is  noteworthy  that  the 
leading  hardware  merchants  are  advertising  American  plows  and 
other  modern  agricultural  implements  as  earned  in  stock,  tor  most  of 
the  farming  in  the  district,  up  to  recent  years,  has  been  done  with 
very  primitive  implements. 

TBEATMENT  OF  SILVEB  OBE8 — EXPOBTS. 

With  the  introduction  of  modem  plants  for  the  treatment  of  the 
low-grade  silver  ores,  either  by  cyanide  or  concentration,  or  by  some 
other  methods  yet  to  be  discovered,  there  will  result  a  revival  of  the 
mining  industry  throughout  the  Parral  district.  Many  important 
mines  in  this  district  have  been  purchased  by  foreign  interests  during 
the  past  five  years,  and  for  that  reason  it  may  be  confidently  stated 
that  the  capital  necessary  to  build  the  plants  so  greatly  needed  for 
local  treatment  of  low-grade  ores  will  soon  be  available.     It  is  also 

{>robable  that  next  year  there  will  be  built  here  a  large  custom  plant 
or  the  treatment  of  ores  by  the  cyanide  process.  This  in  itself 
would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  entire  district.  A  concession  has  also 
b^n  given  oy  the  state  government  for  the  construction  of  a  large 
hydro-electric  plant  on  the  Conchos  River,  about  40  miles  from 
Parral,  and  arrangements  are  being  made,  with  good  prospects  of 
success,  to  finance  this  concession.  It  is  difficult  to  overestimate  the 
benefit  that  the  Parral  district  would  derive  from  the  cheap  electric 
power  that  this  company  proposes  to  furnish.  Fuel  is  very  high  in 
northern  Mexico,  ana  some  cneaper  power  than  that  generated  by 
coal  or  wood  would  greatly  facilitate  tne  local  treatment  of  low-grade 
ores  to  which  reference  has  been  made. 

The  value  of  the  exports  declared  at  Parral  to  the  United  States 
during  1908  was  $1,647,903,  against  $1,251,418  in  1907.  The  leading 
articles  and  their  values  in  1908  were:  Gold,  lead,  and  silver  ore, 
$1,627,230;  gold  and  silver  bullion,  $14,575;  zinc  ore,  $5,001;  bones 
and  horns,  $744;  and  personal  effects,  $286. 

CIUDAD  JUAREZ. 

Biy  Consul  Thomas  D.  Edwards. 

Ciudad  Juarez  is  the  principal  boundary*  port  of  Mexico  for  the 
exchange  of  commerce  between  the  people  divided  by  the  Rio  -Grande 
River.  There  was  a  shrinkage  in  the  volume  of  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  northern  Mexico  during  1908.  This  was  not  con- 
fined to  imports  from  the  United  States,  there  being  a  corresponding 
decrease  in  miports  from  all  other  countries. 

This  condition  was  caused  hj  a  general  money  stringencv  through- 
out the  Republic,  which  set  in  during  the  latter  part  of  1907  and 
which  has  been  growing  more  oppressive  each  month.  The  abate- 
ment of  the  influx  of  foreign  money  for  investment  in  mining  and 
other  industries  is  no  doubt  largely  accountable  for  the  contmued 
depression. 
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In  this  consular  district,  where  mining  and  stock  raising  are  the 
principal  industries,  the  output  of  the  mines  has  been  considerably 
reduced.  Railroad  building  in  the  district  or  in  which  the  district  is 
interested  is  temporarily  suspended.  The  year,  however,  proved 
fairly  favorable  tor  those  engaged  in  agriculture.  The  Mormon 
colony  which  is  following  that  pursuit  has  prospered  and  has  built 
at  Colonia  Dubland  an  irrigating  canal  for  the  reclamation  of  20,000 
acres  of  land,  which  will  add  materially  to  the  future  progress  of  the 
colony. 

TRADE    WFTH   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

In  consequence  of  the  conditions  in  Mexico  and  a  dull  market  in 
the  United  States  for  silver  and  copper^  the  total  value  of  dutiable 
goods  exported  to  the  United  States  which  entered  through  the  port 
of  El  Paso  showed  a  decrease  of  $1 12,370,  and  there  was  a  decrease  of 
50  per  cent  in  the  free  list,  which  consists  almost  wholly  of  copper 
and  silver  ores. 

The  shipments  of  cattle  to  the  United  States  from  this  district, 
however,  were  more  than  double  those  of  1907  and  were  the  largest 
item  of  export,  aplace  which  has  heretofore  been  held  by  the  products 
of  the  mines.  The  total  number  shipped  from  this  district  during 
1908  was  62,670,  valued  at  $843,657.  Every  indication  points  to  a 
constant  increase  in  the  exports  of  cattle  to  the  United  States.  The 
cattle  breeders  of  Mexico  are  improving  the  q^uality  of  their  stock, 
and  it  may  be  safely  predicted  that,  with  this  improvement  and  the 
extension  of  the  several  lines  of  railroad  that  are  now  penetrating  the 
grazing  regions  of  the  Republic,  northern  Mexico  will  soon  be  in  posi- 
tion to  increase  greatly  its  exports  of  live  stock. 

The  imports  into  Mexico  from  the  United  States  through  Ciudad 
Juarez  in  1908  were  valued  at  $6^026,411,  against  $5,086,421  in  1907 
and  $5,842,254  in  1906.     The  pnncipal  articles  in  1908  were: 


Articles. 


Arms  and  ammunition. 

Copper  matte 

Furniture , 

Machinery , 

Shoes 


Vahie. 


$110,403 

1,791,944 

194,609 

2,724,409 

418,260 


Articles. 


Vehicles.... 
Wheat 

Total 


Value. 


1738,820 
47,878 


6,006,412 


The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908  was 
$1,496,172,  against  $1,150,411  in  1907  and  $674,396  m  1906.  The 
leading  items  in  1908  wjere  as  follows: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Artkfles. 

Vahie. 

Aninials: 

$843,657 

41,238 

864 

17,807 

21,017 

1,029 

Ow« 

$436,036 

Cattle .•. . . 

All  other  articles 

27,726 

Sheep 

Total 

Drawn  work 

1,389,373 

Guano 

106,799 

Hides  and  skins 

j           Graodtotal 

Household  effects 

1»4M,172 
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CltJDAD  PORPIRIO  DIAZ. 

By  Consul  Luthsb  T.  Ellsworth. 

The  total  value  of  imports  into  this  district  in  1908  was  $4,073,444, 
against  $6,402,256  in  1907.  The  countries  sharing  in  the  imports 
in  1908  were  as  follows:  United  States,  $3,667,925;  Germany, 
$258,367;  United  Kingdom  and  India,  $113,979;  France,  $20,542; 
Spain,  $11,158;  and  all  other  countries,  $1,483.  Of  the  total  imports 
in  1907  the  United  States  suppUed  articles  worth  $5,612,073,  the 
figures  showing  a  decrease  of  $1,944,148  for  1908. 

The  value  of  the  imports  from  the  United  States  during  the  past 
year,  by  articles,  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


Agricultural  Impfements 

Alttuds: 

Cattle 

HorseB 

Mules , 

Sheep 

Attas  ma  ammunition 

Bafs  and  sacks 

Banels,  kegs,  etc 

Bel^ig,  taatber  and  rubber 

Books..., 

BotOea.  aaski,  etc 

Boxes  lor  packiiig 

Braadstufn: 

Cort 

Ftour^ 

Oats 

Wheat 

Brides,  etc 

Oms,  earrJBges.  etc.: 

Aatomobiies  and  carriages 

Obis,  failway 

Ottier 

Cotf  and  coke 

GoAe 

Crookery 

Oocton,  aad  mJwuibctures'ofV ' 

Raw 

aoth 

^o^kog 

Thread 

Dfugi.  medidMs,  0tc 

Eleclrtcal  supplies 

Enaroried  ware 

Expiuslfes 

Ffre  extinguishers 

TVbf  fresh 

Fruit,  fresh,  drfed,  etc 

Glass  and  ^asBWare 

HatB .TTTT. 

Instrummts: 

ttuslcai - 

gdsntlflo 

Inm  and  steel,  and  manutoctures  of; 

Bar 

Cables 

£i 

Ni_ 

Pipes 


Vahie. 


$37,279 

28,068 
6,708 
3,711 
10,974 
43.124 
18,263 
6,648 
28,806 
7,381 
6,008 
6,531 

60,664 
5,165 
16,807 
16,966 
81,818 

47,907 
56,547 
7,334 
55,219 
8,000 
5,007 

32,479 
21,450 
42,329 

5,335 

122,191 

11,863 

9,973 
12,445 

4,719 

4,239 
30,739 
27,212 
20,186 

6,386 
7,164 

12,545 
11,844 
482,812 
21,888 
6,661 
99,888 


Articles. 


Value. 


Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of- 
Contlnued. 

Ralls 

Sheets 

steel,  structural 

S  toves 

To<^ 

Wire,  fencing 

Leather,  manufiujtures  of: 

Boots  and  ^oes 

Manufactured 

Lime 

Linens,  etc 

Liquors 

MeUls: 

ManuCactured 

ThiaDd£ino 

Oilcloth 

Ofls: 

Cottoh-eeed 

Kerosene 

Lfaiseed 

Lubricating,  etc 

Paper,  manutactures  of: 

Printing,  etc 

Other 

Patdting  for  machinery,  etc 

Provisions: 

Butter,  cheese,  etc 

Lard 

Meats,  canned 

Rope , 

Rubber,  sheet 

Salt 

Seeda 

SQk  goods 

Soap 

Varnish 

Wood,  manuCactures  of: 

Furniture , 

Lumber 

Wool,  and  manntectures  of: 

Raw , 

Carpets 

Cloth 

Clothing , 

Yea« 

All  other  articles 

Total 


$162,532 
21,782 
19,815 
6,026 
30,606 
15,244 

132,060 
13,340 
18,233 
10,605 
28,677 

108,811 
«,M7 
4,071 

400,843 
23,760 

280,100 
23,663 

31,609 
7,442 
19,996 

20,603 

82,701 

13,984 

10,107 

5,069 

4,099 

26,296 

8,202 

4,813 

10,382 

77,128 
381,532 

6,971 
3,614 
7,546 
15,611 
5,433 
128,685 


3,667,926 


EXPORTS   TO  THE   UNITED   STATES. 


The  declined  value  of  exports,  not  including  returned  gooda,  to 
tbe  United  States  in  1908  was  $562,383,  against  $785,436  in  1907, 
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a  decrease  of  $223,053.     The  following  statement  shows  the  articles 
for  1908  and  their  value.: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Animals:  Mules 

$2,776 
1,200 

85,855 
2,137 
4,609 

29,667 

84,056 

2,505 

Ixtle 

171,372 

BfAIU. 

Pecans 

33,606 

Calamine 

R  ubber,  crude 

243,432 

Com 

All  other  articles 

1,160 

Hair 

Total 

Hides  and  skins: 

562,383 

Cattle 

Returned  American  goods 

27,470 

Goat 

Orand  total 

loe 

589,853 

DURANGO. 

By  Consul  Charles  M.  Freeman. 

In  this  consular  district,  embracing  the  State  of  Durango  and  a 
small  part  of  the  State  of  Coahuila  in  the  vicinity  and  including  the 
city  or  Torreon,  industries,  as  a  whole,  declined  during  the  past 
year.  In  the  face  of  this  state  of  aflFairs  exports  to  the  Umted  States 
mcreased.  It  is  impossible  to  give  definite  trade  figures,  there  being 
no  port  of  entry.  However,  the  conclusion  arrived  at,  after  carefm 
inquiries  of  the  principal  business  houses,  the  importers,  and  railroad 
agents,  is  that  during  1908  less  goods  were  imported  into  this  district 
from  foreign  countries  than  in  1907. 

The  financial  depression  in  the  United  States  during  the  latter 

Sart  of  1907  and  the  agitation  for  new  mining  laws  by  the  Mexican 
Government  shut  off  almost  completely  the  advent  of  new  capital 
into  this  part  of  the  Republic.  Wnen  it  is  understood  that  nearly  all 
new  industries  requiring  capital  are  started  and  financed  by  foreign- 
ers, principally  Americans,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  large  amount  of  the 
usual  money  circulation  was  cut  off.  Moreover,  the  sharp  decline 
in  the  price  of  silver  closed  a  number  of  mines  and  reduced  the  number 
of  laborers  employed  in  others.  The  lack  of  rainfall  in  1907  con- 
tinued during  1908,  consequently  agricultural  industries  suffered. 
The  cotton  crop  of  the  Lagima  district,  the  mainstay  of  the  city  of 
Torreon,  was  the  poorest  in  many  years. 

The  Mexican  people  as  a  whole  are  good  spenders,  but  the  fact  that 
their  income  was  cut  one-half  (a  conservative  estimate)  naturally 
lessened  importation.  Proof  of  this  fact  is  to  be  seen  in  the  stores, 
which  are  exhibiting  and  selling  old  stock.  The  business  depression 
may  be  considered  temporary,  for  the  agitation  for  new  mining  laws 
affectingforeign  capital  has  ceased  and  new  capital  is  seeking  invest- 
ment. The  improvement  of  agricultural  conmtions  bjr  irrigation  is 
being  seriously  considered;  a  rise  in  the  price  of  silver  is  confidently 
looked  for  by  the  mining  community;  and  the  business  interests  of 
the  district  are  planning  with  confidence  for  the  future. 

MINING  AND   AGRICULTUKE. 

No  especial  activity  is  looked  for  in  mining  unless  there  is.  a  sharp 
advance  in  the  price  of  metals.  Silver  probably  exceeds  in  value 
of  output  the  total  of  all  other  metals  produced,  and  during  the  past 
year  its  price  has  steadily  declined.    Active  operations  are  at  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


KOBTH  AMERICA:  MEXICO.  155 

lower  point  than  for  many  years;  neyertheless,  denouncements  of 
claims  are  made  daily,  and  mining  will  continue  to  be  one  of  the 
leading  industries  of  the  district. 

With  a  climate  ranging  from  temperate  to  subtropical,  and  a  soil 
not  excelled  for  productiveness,  this  district  should  produce  a  variety 
and  abundance  of  crops  far  in  excess  of  the  needs  or  home  consump- 
tion, although  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  does  not.  Modem  methoos, 
modem  implements,  and  progressive  farming  will  materially  advance 
this  industry,  but  the  one  thing  needed  above  all  is  means  of  com- 
munication other  than  trails  between  the  ranches  and  the  transpor- 
tation systems.  Good  roads  will  do  more  to  advance  agriculture  in 
this  district  than  all  other  things  combined. 

In  the  section  aroimd  Mezqmtal,  a  city  of  about  8,000  inhabitants 
in  the  southern  part  of  Durango,  are  grown  the  finest  flavored  oranges 

f produced  in  Mexico,  but  none  are  marketed  for  lack  of  freightmg 
acilities.  Between  Mezquital  and  Durango,  the  capital  of  the 
State,  there  is  only  a  trail;  all  freightii^  is  done  by  pack  animals. 
Mezc[uital  is  a  fair  example  of  the  conditions  existing  throughout  the 
district.  There  are  no  roads,  consequently  no  markets,  ana  with  no 
markets  the  farming  communitv  has  no  incentive  to  increase  or  better 
the  crops  produced.  Could  the  construction  of  good  roads  be  ini- 
tiated a  market  for  road-making  machinery  would  be  created,  and 
the  market  for  agricultural  implements  doubled.  The  several  irri- 
gation plans  contemplated  withm  the  district  will,  if  carried  out,  do 
much  for  agriculture,  but  the  large  size  of  the  holdings  has  a  tendency 
to  retard  progress. 

The  field  for  the  sale  of  agricultural  implements  has  not  been  well 
covered.  The  opening  is  promising,  and  although  the  use  of  modem 
implements  is  at  present  limited  it  is  increasing  each  year.  A  good 
Spanish-speaking  solicitor,  one  who  could  demonstrate,  visiting  the 
haciendas  of  this  district  and  failing  to  make  sales  womd  have  only 
himself  to  blame.  Local  hardware  nouses  carry  a  limited  supply  of 
agricultural  tools  and  machinery  and  they,  as  well  as  the  commission 
houses,  have  catalogues  in  abundance.  Either  will  order  any  goods 
wanted,  but  catalogues  and  demonstration  are  wide  apart  in  their 
effects.  American  manufacturers  seem  to  feel  confident  that  when 
the  Mexican  farmer  wants  modern  machinery  he  will  buy  that  of 
American  make.  To  a  certain  extent  this  is  true,  but  instead  of 
waiting  for  a  demand  to  grow  it  is  possible  to  create  a  demand. 

RAILWAY    EXTENSION. 

It  has  been  definitely  settled  that  the  connecting  link  between 
Durango  and  the  Pacific  at  Mazatlan  is  to  be  built  at  once  as  far  as  the 
timber  belt  in  the  Sierra  Madre  Mountains.  The  obstacle  that  has 
delaved  the  building  to  this  point,  lack  of  funds,  has  been  overcome 
by  tne  State  of  Durango  in  conjimction  with  the  owners  of  the  timber 
lands  who  will  be  directly  benefited.  The  Mexican  National  Rail- 
road has  agreed  to  build  the  road  if  the  other  parties  will  guarantee 
the  net  earnings  to  be  6  per  cent  on  $4,000,000  ror  ten  years  from  the 
opening  of  the  road. 

As  the  survey  of  this  proposed  road  has  been  completed,  even  the 
grade  stakes  being  in  place,  work  will  be  started  without  delay.  The 
railroad  will  not  only  open  a  market  for  the  necessary  supplies  for 
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such  an  undertaking,  but  will  also  make  an  opening  for  manuf acturerii 
of  sawmiU  and  lumbering  machinery.  In  addition,  the  increase  in 
population  and  in  money  circulat^ion  during  its  construction  will  hare 
a  tendency  to  improve  business  of  nil  kinds. 

Cmr  OP  DURANGO. 

The  city  of  Durango,  the  capital  of  the  State,  is  situated  in  the 
south  central  part  on  the  line  of  the  Mexican  International  Railroad, 
about  160  miles  from  Torreon  and  550  miles  from  the  United  States 
border.  It  is  the  center  and  outlet  of  a  large  active  mining  and 
agricultural  district  and  is  the  most  important  commercial  and  dis- 
tributing point  in  the  State.  The  northwestern  part  of  the  State  has 
its  outlet  through  the  branch  railroad  from  this  city  to  Tepehuanes. 
The  southwestern  part  of  the  State  will  be  tapped  by  the  new  line. 

In  the  numerous  mountain  streams  much  valuable  water  power  is 
going  to  waste,  the  distance  from  manufacturing  centers  ana  lack  of 
roads  throughout  the  State  being  against  its  utilization.     A  com- 

gany  with  a  capital  of  $500,000  has  secured  a  concession  from  the 
overnment  and  proposes  to  bring  power  over  wires  to  this  city. 
This  project,  if  carried  out,  will  mean  much  to  the  manufacturing 
interests  here  and  those  to  be  established. 

The  water  system  and  sewerage  works  have  been  practically  com- 
pleted. Water  is  pumped  from  a  large  never-failing  spring  near  the 
city  to  a  reservoir  havmg  an  elevation  of  some  200  feet  above  the 
highest  point  of  use.  From  an  engineering  point  of  view  both  the 
waterworks  and  sewerage  system  are  well  constructed  and  bid  fair 
to  give  not  only  satisfaction  to  the  public  but  a  good  revenue  to  the 
city. 

The  principal  industrial  concern  of  the  city,  the  Mexican  National 
Iron  and  Steel  Company,  an  American  corporation,  is  now  closed  and 
in  the  hands  of  a  receiver,  who  informs  me  that  the  debts  of  the 
concern  are  nearljr  cleaned  up  with  every  indication  of  a  reopening 
of  the  plant.  This  company  is  the  principal  owner  of  the  famous 
Iron  Mountain.  It  employs  several  tnousand  hands  when  in  opera- 
tion. Financially  the  city  is  served  by  the  Banco  Nacional,  the 
Banco  de  Londres  y  Mexico,  and  the  Banco  de  Durango. 

With  a  beautiful  new  theater  costing  over  $250,000  nearing  com- 
pletion, a  new  hospital,  waterworks  and  sewerage,  and  the  streets 
paved  with  asphalt,  as  is  contemplated,  Durango,  with  its  grand 
climate,  will  be  an  ideal  resort  all  the  year.  In  tnis  connection  this 
city  has  the  best  hotels  in  the  Republic  outside  of  Mexico  City. 

GROWTH   OF  TORBEON. 

Situated  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  State  of  Coahuila  is  the 
city  of  Torreon,  the  most  important  commercial  point  in  this  consular 
district.  For  growth  it  is  without  a  rival  in  the  Kepublic.  Leas  than 
twenty  years  ago  it  was  of  no  importance.  The  coming  of  the  Mexi- 
can Central  Railroad  made  a  cnange;  the  advent  of  the  Mexican 
International  Railroad  added  to  the  impetus  for  development,  and 
in  1893  Torreon  had  assumed  the  importance  of  a  village  and  was 
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SO  recognized  by  the  Mexican  Govenuneiit.  It  m  now  a  city  of 
40^000  population- 

Torreon  is  at  the  iunction  of  Mexico's  two  great  trunk  lines^  and  is 
connected  by  brancn  lines  with  San  Pedro,  Zaragoza,  Tiahualilo,  and 
S^tillo.  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Coahuila,  and  by  electric  car  serv- 
ice witn  Gomez-Palacio  and  Lerdo,  in  the  State  of  Durango.  Situ- 
ated in  the  midst  of  the  Laguna  cotton  district,  in  which  90  per  cent 
of  Mexico's  cotton  is  raised,  and  of  which  Torreon  is  the  supply  depot 
and  distributing  point,  its  continued  growth  seems  assured,  and  it  is 
fast  coming  to  the  front  as  a  manufacturing  city.  As  a  distributing 
point  its  importance  will  be  recognized  when  it  is  known  that  the 
rreight  receipts  of  the  loint  lines  entering  the  city  amoimt  to  over 
$400,000  gold  per  month. 

One  of  Mexico's  largest  smelters,  employing  over  2,000  men,  caters 
to  the  nimierous  mines  of  which  Torreon  is  tne  natural  outlet.  The 
largest  soap  factory  in  the  world  (so  claimed  by  the  managers)  uses 
the  by-products  of  the  cotton  district.  In  addition  to  these  two 
great  plants  Torreon  has  a  rubber  company,  cotton  mills,  packing 
houses,  foundry  and  machine  shops,  flour  mills,  a  furniture  factory, 
brick  works,  and  numerous  smaller  industries.  Financially  Torreon 
is  served  by  six  banks,  the  Banco  Americano,  the  Banco  Nacional,  the 
Banco  de  Londres  y  Mexico,  the  Banco  de  Nuevo  Leon,  the  Banco  de 
Coahuila,  and  the  Banco  de  la  Laguna. 

IBKIGATION   WORK — ELECTBIC   RAILWAYS. 

The  Laguna  district  is  an  important  factor  in  the  future  develop- 
ment of  Torreon.  During  the  past  year  the  Federal  Government 
decided  to  push  the  contemplated  irrigation  works  on  the  Nazas 
River,  and  already  engineers  are  on  the  ground  making  surveys.  This 
work  when  finished  will  be  the  greatest  irrigation  works  in  the  Re- 
public, costing  over  $12,000,000. 

The  lower  valley  of  the  Nazas,  the  Laguna  district,  is  of  rich  allu- 
vial soil,  and  with  irrigation  will  be  most  fertile.  On  the  completion 
of  the  aam  and  reservoir  thousands  of  acres  will  be  added  to  those 
already  imder  cultivation,  and  all  will  be  assured  of  good  crops  each 
season.  It  is  proposed  to  build  the  dam  about  40  miles  above  Torreon 
in  the  San  Fernandez  Canyon.  The  reservoir  formed  will  hold  enoiigh 
water  to  irrigate  the  valley  for  three  years  without  further  rainfdl. 
In  the  building  of  these  works,  which  will  consume  a  number  of  years, 
thousands  of  barrels  of  cement  will  be  needed  as  well  as  numberless 
pieces  of  machinery.  It  is  understood  that  the  Banco  de  la  Laguna. 
which  was  recently  established  with  a  capital  of  $6,000,000,  and 
which  was  opened  for  business  in  February  last,  was  for  the  direct 
purpose  of  financing  this  great  undertaking. 

In  the  electric  railways  connectii^  the  city  with  the  neighboring 
cities  of  Gomez-Palacio  and  Lerdo,  Torreon  has  an  important  factor 
for  its  upbuilding  and  development.  The  lines  are  modem  and  up-to- 
date,  furnishing  excellent  service.  Modem  sewerage  and  water  sys- 
tema  contribute  to  the  general  health  and  welfare  or  the  community. 
The  same  establishment  that  suppUes  Torreon  with  electric  power 
and  mak^9  it  one  of  the  best  lighted  cities  also  provides  power  for  the 
operation  of  motors  in  mills  and  factories. 
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In  many  respects  Torreon  is  essentially  an  American  city;  having, 
by  the  fact  that  many  of  its  prominent  Dusiness  men  are  natives  of 
the  United  States,  adopted  American  ways  of  doing  business.  The 
resident  American  population  is  estimated  at  over  1,200.  Two  of 
the  most  widely  known  newspapers  of  Mexico  are  published  in  Tor- 
reon, both  in  English. 

Torreon  is  growing  in  population  and  industries,  because  of  its  loca- 
tion as  a  distributing  and  supplj^  point  for  a  wealthy  outljdng  district, 
its  easy  and  quick  communication  with  the  United  States,  its  large 
American  population,  and  its  English  newspapers,  all  of  which  make 
it  an  attractive  point  for,  and  a  city  which  will  well  repay  attention 
by,  exporters  in  the  United  States. 

EXPORTS   TO   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  total  value  of  exports  from  this  consular  district  to  the  United 
States  in  1908  amounted  to  $6,565,790,  against  $2,469,942  in  1907, 
an  increase  of  $4,095,848.  This  increase  represents  more  value  than 
the  total  exports  for  1907,  and  the  total  almost  equals  the  combined 
exports  to  tne  United  States  for  the  years  1905,  1906.  and  1907. 

This  increase  in  exports  to  the  United  States  in  tne  face  of  busi- 
ness depression  in  the  district  is  remarkable,  and  the  reasons  advanced 
for  it  are  that  all  industries  in  the  district  are  in  need  of  spot  cash  to 
meet  bills,  and  to  keep  going  have  sold  off  all  surplus  stock  on  hand, 
and  that  many  articles  usually  exported  to  Europe  were  sent  to  the 
United  States  because  of  quicker  cash  returns. 

In  1908  the  city  of  Durango  shipped  to  the  United  States  $86,841 
more  than  in  1907.  In  animal  products  the  gain  for  the  year  was 
$33,919;  mineral  products  showed  a  gain  of  $55,624,  while  vegetable 
products  dropped  $8,422. 

The  great  gains  in  the  district  all  occurred  at  Torreon,  and  were 
as  follows:  Animal  products,  $131,360:  mineral  products,  $2,782,655; 
and  vegetable  products,  $1,091,364.  The  total  shipments  from  Tor- 
reon to  the  United  States  in  1908  amounted  to  $6,097,054,  against 
$2,088,047  in  1907.  a  gain*  of  $4,009,007.  Crude  rubber  extracted 
from  the  guaynle  plant  showed  an  increase  of  nearly  $1,000,000. 

The  exports  from  Durango  and  Torreon  to  the  United  States  in 
1908  consisted  of  the  following  articles: 


Articles. 

Durango. 

Torreon. 

ArUclwJ. 

1 

Durango. 

Animal  products: 

Hides 

$36,024 

98 

53,321 

$53,120 

62(i 

208,658 

18,192 

471,261 

898,993 

2,033,206 

47,408 

'  Vegetable  products— Cont'd. 
Cotton-seed  cake 

$3,030 

Glycerin 

32,009 

RklrvT 

,         Ixtle 

13,562 

Mineral  products: 

Rubber,  crude...., 

2,289,278 

AriKiiiions  acid. 

Household  ^ects 

$878 

2,840 

Odd 

46,640 

691 

303,683 

All  other  articles 

2,206 

Lead 

Total 

silver 

466,761 
1,976 

6,074,279 

Siliceous  ore 

Returned  American  goods. . . 
Grand  total 

22,776 

Vegetable  products: 
Beans 

1,196 
25,331 

468,736 

6,097,054 

Chill  peppers 
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ENSENADA. 

By  Consul  Eveeett  E.  Bailey. 

There  was  little  change  m  general  conditions  in  1908  from  previous 
years.  Thisport  is  practically  a  California  town  in  its  consumption 
of  goods.  Tne  imports  for  1908  were  valued  at  $125,079,  against 
$165,494  in  1907,  a  decrease  of  $40,415.  Of  the  total  imports  in 
1908,  the  United  States  supplied  articles  worth  $117,084,  and  in 
1907^  $157,536.  China  furnishes  about  3  per  cent  of  the  imports, 
consisting  of  tea,  rice,  and  opium.  France  sends  wine  'and  cordials, 
and  Canada  supplies  most  of  the  whisky. 

This  consular  district  being  so  near  and  accessible  to  California, 

Eractically  evervbody  here  makes  periodical  shopping  trips  to  San 
Hego  and  Los  Angeles,  so  that  the  customs  fibres  for  Ensenada  are 
of  small  value  in  estiraating  the  total  consumption  of  American  goods 
in  this  district. 

The  exports  are  wholly  to  the  United  States,  the  largest  item  being 
that  of  onyx.  The  deposits  of  onyx  are  60  miles  imand,  and  the 
product  is  hauled  to  Ensenada  by  wagons.  Copper  matte  and  ore 
were  formerly  exported  in  considerable  quantities,  but  the  low  price 
of  copper  made  tne  business  unprofitable. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  of  domestic  products  to  the  United 
States  in  1908  was  $102,415,  against  $204,045  in  1907.  The  leading 
articles  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Artlclee. 

1907. 

1908. 

Abakme  meat  and  shells 

9435 

4,676 

5,320 

100 

110,033 

600 

•9,388 

6,666 

2,500 

600 

800 

250 

15,135 

$7,690 
6,470 

66,647 
1,316 

Beeswax 

Lobsters.... 

Bullion,  gold 

Onyx 

50,629 
9,318 

CoDoeii£iBtee 

All  other  articles... 

Ctntnar  m»ttsk  unrl  nm 

Total. 

Ome  Stock 

204,045 

102,416 

Of  the  18,000,000  acres  of  land  in  this  district,  the  Mexican  Land 
and  Colonization  Company  (English)  owns  about  one-half.  The 
company  acquired  its  holdings  through  a  concession  from  the  Mexican 
Government.  It  has  attempted  many  schemes  of  development  in 
different  lines,  manufacturing,  agricultural,  mining,  bankmg,  etc., 
all  of  which  have  been  discontinued  except  for  two  telegraph  lines 
which  are  maintained  for  the  company^s  convenience. 

Commercially  and  industrially  this  district  is  probably  the  least 
developed  of  any  in  the  Republic.  There  are  no  railroads,  and  its 
isolation  from  the  rest  of  the  country  and  proximity  to  California 
make  it  for  trade  purposes  almost  Umted  States  territory. 

FRONTERA. 

By  Consul  Alphonse  J.  Lespinassb. 

The  State  of  Tabasco  is  essentially  agricultural,  its  soil  being  mar- 
velously  fertile  and  producing  an  endless  variety  of  tropical  and  sub- 
tropical products.  As  yet  the  enormous  agricultural  resources  of 
this  State  remain  dormant,  but  would  respond  most  generously  if 
modem  methods  were  applied  to  developing  them. 
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The  lack  of  knowledge  aiDOOg  fairmecs  and  the  dfficulty  experi- 
enced in  securing  adequate  labor  have  greatly  retarded  the  agricul- 
tural progress  of  this  district,  which  should  be  among  the  most  promi- 
nent in  Mexico.  The  climate,  which  tends  to  develop  all  products 
under  the  most  favorable  conditions,  and  the  extraordinary  trans- 
portation facilities  offered  by  the  network  of  rivers  and  water  courses 
that  intersect  this  State  in  all  directions  should  enable  the  agricul- 
turist to  produce  most  bountiful  crops  with  great  profit. 

Two  crops  of  corn  a  year  are  usually  produced,  and  with  very  little 
more  effort  three  crops  could  be  obtained.     The  system  of  planting  is 

Erimitive.  A  line  of  Indian  laborers  is  formed  across  a  field,  each 
aving  a  sharp-pointed  staff  with  which  he  punches  a  hole  in  the 
ground,  into  wnich  he  thrusts  a  few  kernels  oi  corn,  leaving  the  hole 
open.  This  accomplished,  the  laborer  moves  ahead  on  the  same 
line,  all  proceeding  in  this  order  until  the  entire  tract  is  planted; 
this  comprises  the  whole  process,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
slight  weedings  after  the  corn  germinates,  as  no  further  attention  is 

f^aid  to  it  until  ready  to  be  gathered.  Under  this  primitive  system 
rom  25  to  30  bushels  of  com  are  harvested  from  each  acre.  It  can 
therefore  be  easily  imagined  what  the  production  woidd  be  if  modem 
methods  were  employed. 


COMMEBGE   OP  THE  POBT. 

The  commerce  of  this  port,  notwithstanding  the  general  financial 
stringency,  was  quite  satisfactory  in  1908,  but  was  less  in  volume  and 
value,  especially  in  inaports,  than  in  former  years. 

The  trade  relations  between  this  section  of  Mexico  and  the  United 
States  are  expanding  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  all  business  trans- 
actions being  of  the  most  conservative  nature.  Firms  here  are  pos- 
sibly overcautious  in  their  dealings,  restricting  their  orders  to  the 
absolute  necessities  of  their  trade,  and  under  these  conditions  busineas 
must  progress  within  perfectly  safe  bounds. 

The  imports,  by  principal  articles,  in  1908,  and  the  shares  of  the 
United  States,  France,  Germany,  Spain,  and  the  United  Kingdom 
were  as  follows,  values  being  given  in  Me  " 
cents  gold: 


lexican  dollars  worth  49.8 


Articles. 


Total. 


United 
8tat«s. 


Fmoce. 


Gormany.    Spain. 


UnKed 
Kingdom. 


Agricultucal  Iniplem«nts 

Brandy 

Braas  and  eopper  goode 

China  and  porcelain  ware 

Cotton,  manufacturip  «|; 

Lace 

Textiles 

Thread,  yam,  etc 

U  nderwear 

Drugs  and  chemicals 

Enameled  goods 

Farinaceous  foods 

Firearms 

Fraits  aod  vegetables 

Glass 

Iron  and  sted,  manufactures  of: 

Machinery,  etc 

Nails 

SheeU 

Stoves 

Tools 

Tubes 

Wire,  fence 


121,268 
15,511 
n,955 
2,391 
14,240 

11,028 

113, 173 

1«,201 

3,070 
118,104 

8,354 
10,975 
14,029 
»,4«1 

6,661 

97,943 
8,077 
42,616 
1,679 
17,624 
34,704 
17,406 


$16,300 

502 

5,251 

189 

12,748 


1,579 

927 

33 

50,263 

4,788 

4,637 

5,637 

9,008 

2,050 

89,871 
5,297 
25,308 
1,226 
12,774 
32,294 
11,924 


$12,211 
60 
31 


482 
163 
792 
70 
42,539 


554 

78 

2,263 

292 


135 


$3,937 

820 

3,196 

2,048 


2,577 
5,127 


1,296 

2,9S2 

7,973 

68 

645 

110 

2,048 

5,9S3 
447 

9,006 
358 

2,784 
8 


$1,609 


43,657 


806 
2,872 


5,567 

6,613 

8,274 

27 


164 


$872 

78 

8,414 

337 

1,497 

7,343 
55,980 
13,572 
63 
10,845 

'""i49 


137 
118 

1,678 
2,334 
7,468 
98 
2,OS0 
2,406 
5,483 
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Articles. 

Total. 

United 
States. 

France. 

Germany. 

Spain. 

United 
Kingdom. 

LttSher,  and  manufactures  of: 

Boots  and  shofis 

$33,357 
8,493 
15,167 
20,045 
11,371 
10,793 
8,220 

8,329 
4,950 
34,153 
19,969 
3,168 
8,985 
3,379 
6,758 
9,485 
58,918 
6,528 
138,208 

$14,757 

2,Q14 

55 

20,045 

6,101 

2,198 

316 

3,916 
4,959 
13,468 
1,407 
3,125 
1,507 

$4 

279 

$45 
2,074 

567 

$18,551 

737 

2,992 

Other 

$1,009 
11,267 

T4n«n  Foods  .  

L^wnb^r, ......  , . 

Mnskal  InstrameTitrS 

118 

520 

6,622 

2,551 

3,096 

4,802 

765 

891 

2,056 

2,758 

244 

177 

272 

Provisions^ 

Butter 

Lard 

Mflftt,  ram>4^ 

1,603 
988 

132 

899 

4 

25 
2,937 

11,950 
38 

167 

Other 

83 

Rflhbw  bATldS,  flt<^ 

39 

s##d8  and  plants -  ^ .     ,.,,.- 

51 

SU^lace.  .   

784 
144 

Thread,  hemp 

4 

9,068 

262 

2 

28,839 

752 

5,857 

Vehicles,  carnages,  etc 

244 

eo2 

1.365 
27,958 

27 

Wines  and  spirits 

15,774 

31 

12,678 

41,351 

971 

11,713 

Woolen  goo^ 

3,522 

Ail  other  articles    

15,028 

Total 

1,017,735 

405.271 

102,391 

97,636 

163,792 

153,505 

EXPORTS   TO   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

As  new  products  from  this  State  are  beins  exported  to  the  United 
States  in  addition  to  those  regularly  shipped,  it  is  not  at  all  improb- 
able that  there  will  be  a  pronounced  mcrease  in  the  imports  and 
exports  of  this  consular  district  during  1909.  The  declared  value  of 
exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908  was  $480,436,  against  $434,266 
in  the  previous  year.  The  articles  in  1908  were  as  follows,  values 
being  given  in  gold : 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Chide                    

$19,824 

92,985 

1,916 

20,034 
4,9M 
1,580 

26,728 
1,000 
1,791 

Plantains,  dried 

$1,534 

Coffee       

Rubber 

103,335 
25,331 

Feathers              

Skins 

Fruits: 

Banana*!           r ^ 

Wood: 

Cedar 

11,610 

Bananas,  dried  .,-^-,.,--. 

Mahogany 

165,674 

Other               

All  other  articles 

2,190 

Hides                        

Total 

Launches 

480,436 

Plantains 

BIVEE   IMPROVEMENTS — LIGHT-HOUSE. 

The  Usumacinta  River,  the  most  extensive  body  of  water  in  this 
State,  has  its  source  in  Guatemala,  being  created  by  a  series  of  small 
streams  that  increase  in  volume  until  they  reach  the  boundary  line  of 
Mexico,  where  they  assume  ^eater  magnitude  and  finally  develop 
into  the  broad  Usumacinta  River,  which,  after  a  course  of  500  miles, 
almost  200  miles  of  which  are  navigable,  finally  empties  into  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  at  the  Frontera  bar,  7  miles  from  this  city. 

Owing  to  the  changeable  nature  of  the  river  bed  at  the  oar,  caused 
by  the  constant  and  enormous  quantities  of  silt  deposits,  the  depth 
of  water  constantly  varies  from  7  to  12  feet.  Although  vessels  are 
exposed  occasionally  to  difficulties  in  crossing  the  bar  on  account  of 
uncertaintv  in  depth,  all  vessels  of  ordinary  draft^  can  reach  the 
Frontera  dock  witnout  experiencing  serious  inconvenience  or  danger. 
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The  business  community,  realizing  the  importance  of  having  suffi- 
cient water  at  all  times  over  the  bar,  petitioned  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  deepen  the  Grijalva  River,  wnich  is  a  branch  of  the  Usuma- 
cinta,  at  the  bar,  so  as  to  permit  the  largest  seagoing  vessels  to  load 
and  discharge  their  entire  cargo  at  Frontera.  The  Government  sent 
a  corps  of  engineers  to  investigate  and  report  on  the  present  condition 
of  the  Frontera  bar,  in  order  to  consider  the  nature  of  the  work 
required  to  meet  immediate  needs.  This  work,  however,  will  not  be 
of  a  permanent  nature^  as  it  is  stated  on  apparently  reliable  authority 
that,  in  accordance  with  a  decision  previously  reached  by  the  Gov- 
ernment and  in  conformity  with  its  policy  in  regard  to  port  and  har- 
bor improvements,  work  will  be  undertaken  within  a  few  years  to 
secure  a  permanently^  sufficient  depth  of  water  over  the  Frontera  bar 
so  that  all  the  requirements  of  tiiis  port  and  State  will  be  amply 
provided  for. 

The  Frontera  light-house  is  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Grijalva 
River,  on  its  right  bank;  it  is  an  iron  frame  tower  of  8  columns, 
painted  white,  having  a  white  flash  li^ht  every  60  seconds;  its  eleva- 
tion above  sea  level  is  79  feet,  and  its  illuminating  power  in  clear 
weather  is  37  marine  miles. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  this  State  was  excellent  during  1908. 
No  epidemic  or  contagious  disease  prevailed,  and  the  mortality  from 
all  causes  probably  did  not  exceed  16  to  18  per  1,000.  This  was  no 
doubt  due  to  quarantine  and  other  sanitary  regulations,  rigidly 
enforced  by  the  otate  and  municipal  authorities. 

Competent  judges  claim  that,  although  in  the  Tropics,  this  State 
compares  most  favorably  with  other  sections  of  Mexico  noted  for 
their  healthfulness.  Yellow  fever  is  not  endemic  here  and  has 
appeared  only  at  rare  intervals,  having  on  those  occasions  been  intro- 
duced by  vessels  arriving  from  infected  ports.  Typhoid,  scarlet  fever, 
and  diphtheria  rarely  visit  this  section.  The  most  common  diseases 
are  mud  bilious  fevers  and  dysentery,  which  have,  during  recent 
years,  been  greatly  abated,  as  the  marshes  and  lagoons  that  retained 
sta^ant  and  putrid  matters  adjacent  to  cities  and  towns  have  been 
drained,  or  an  outlet  to  rapidly  flowing  streams  has  been  found  for 
their  malarial  deposits. 

HOW  TO   EXTEND   CIDEB   SALES. 

Notwithstanding  the  unexcelled  quality  of  American  cider  and  its 
moderate  cost,  it  seems  incredible  in  view  of  the  great  demand  that 
exists  in  Mexico  for  this  beverage,  not  only  in  the  populated  centers 
but  even  in  the  remote  settlements,  that  American  cider  does  not 
even  form  an  insignificant  part  of  the  quantity  consumed  in  this 
coimtry^  practically  all  being  imported  from  Spain.  The  idea  has 
been  so  thoroughly  inculcated  into  the  minds  of  the  Mexican  trades- 
men and  public  generally  that  American  cider  is  of  inferior  quality 
and  deleterious,  that  it  nnds  no  acceptance  in  this  country. 

In  order  to  overcome  this  prejudice  American  manufacturers 
should  adopt  a  systematic  campaign  in  all  parts  of  Mexico,  offering 
their  products  on  the  most  liberal  terms  possible,  and  authorizing 
their  representatives  to  supply  dealers  generously  with  free  samples 
to  be  presented  to  the  most  desirable  customers.    Whenever  prac- 
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tical  the  quality  of  the  goods  should  be  demonstrated  in  some  public 
manner,  either  by  free  distribution  of  samples  or  by  displaying  the 
various  qualities  of  cider  and  cider  products  in  a  temporary  but 
neatly  arranged  sample  room  decorated  with  attractive  display  cards 
printed  in  Spanish,  where  buyers  and  the  public  could  be  mvited  to 
sample  the  beverage  free  of  charge,  in  order  to  convince  them  of  its 
ment  and  that  the  prejudices  against  it  are  imfoimded.  A  compe- 
tent native  who  possesses  a  knowledge  of  cider  and  who  has  had  busi- 
ness experience  should  be  placed  m  charge.  Such  a  plan  would 
produce  excellent  results  and  its  cost  would  be  comparatively  small. 

THE  SHOE  TRADE  AND  HOW  TO  OBTAIN  IT. 

Although  American  men's  and  boys'  shoes  are  extensively  imported 
into  this  consular  district^  Spain  sends  practically  all  of  the  women's 
and  children's  shoes.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  shoes  manufactured 
in  the  United  States  for  women  and  children  do  not,  it  is  claimed, 
conform  to  the  shape  demanded.  The  Mexican  trade  believes  that 
American  women's  and  children's  shoes  are  not  sufTicientlv  pliable, 
especially  the  soles,  which  should  be  quite  flexible.  This  latter 
quality  is  the  point  on  which  the  entire  preference  is  based. 

This  shoe  trade  in  this  section  being  exclusively  controlled  by 
Spanish  firms,  it  is  quite  natural  that  snoes  from  all  other  sources 
should  not  meet  with  favorable  acceptance.  Shoes  of  Spanish  manu- 
facture for  women  range  in  price  from  $3  to  $5  gold,  according  to 
quality  and  finish-  shoes  for  children  sell  at  $2  to  $3  gold. 

Shoes  with  high  heels  and  arched  insteps,  in  lace,  button,  and 
strap,  with  comparatively  straight  soles  and  pointed  tips,  are  the 
kina  most  in  vogue  for  social  fimctions.  For  daily  use  a  shoe  with 
a  medium  high  neel,  moderately  arched  instep,  and  flexible  sole  is 
most  in  demand.  As  it  may  mterest  American  manufacturers  to 
examine  the  latter  style  of  shoe,  which  is  manufactured  in  Palma. 
Majorca,  I  send.with  other  samples  a  pair  of  the  kind  most  in  demand 
here.  Naturally  the  fancy  article  is  somewhat  different  in  appearance 
and  construction,  but  of  this  kind  very  few  are  sold  here.  [Tne  shoes 
are  filed  for  inspection  in  the  Bureau  of  Manufactures.] 

In  order  to  remove  prejudices  existing  against  the  American  article 
it  would  be  advisable  for  American  manufacturers  to  have  this  and 
other  sections  of  Mexico  thoroughly  canvassed  by  experienced  sales- 
men who  speak  Spanish  not  only  well,  but  fluently,  and  above  all 
who  are  tactful  and  courteous.     They  should  be  provided  with  com- 

Elete  lines  of  samples,  and  be  prepared,  if  necessary,  to  engage  in  a 
ouse-to-house  canvass  in  oraer  to  convince  consumers  that  the 
pretended  superiority  of  the  Spanish  shoe  as  to  flexibility  of  the  sole 
is  simply  a  trade  subterfuge,  and  that  the  American  shoe  possesses 
all  the  advantages  of  the  Spanish  article.  It  must  naturally  be 
expected  that  the  foothold  wnich  the  Spanish  shoe  has  gained  will 
not  be  willinglj  relinquished,  consequently  a  determined  and  per- 
sistent efi'ort  will  be  required  to  remove  the  long-standing  prejudices. 
Shoes  for  men  and  boys  are  imported  exclusively  from  the  United 
States,  and  sell  here  for  $3  to  $5  gold.  They  are  preferred  to  those 
from  all  other  sources. 
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EXCELLENT  FIELD   FOR   SALE  OF  HATS. 

It  is  a  striking  fact  that  the  item  of  hats  does  not  appear  in  the 
imports  from  the  United  States,  while  Germany,  France,  Italy,  and 
Austria,  in  the  order  named,  furnish  the  entire  supply.  It  would 
seem  that  American  manufacturers  either  fail  to  seek  a  market  for 
their  products  in  this  section  or  else  are  not  willing  to  meet  foreign 
competition.  The  hats  principally  in  demand  here  are  the  so-called 
felt  derby,  crushed  hat,  tounst,  and  fedora,  which  range  in  price 
from  $2  to  $5  gold,  retail.  The  straw  hats  in  general  demana  are 
white  and  stiff,  with  medium-width  brim,  low  crown,  and  black  and 
fancy  bands.     They  retail  at  $2  to  $5  gold. 

If  properly  canvassed  there  would  undoubtedly  be  an  excellent 
field  m  tnis  and  the  adjoining  States  of  Chiapas  and  Campeche  for 
the  sale  of  the  hats  alreadjr  described,  and  probably  many  other 
styles  that  have  never  been  introduced  in  this  section.  Experienced 
salesmen  speaking  the  language  fluently  and  capable  of  adapting 
themselves  to  the  business  methods  prevailing  in  these  States,  would, 
I  believe,  find  a  good  outlet  here  for  a  medmm  grade  of  hats,  pro- 
viding these  coula  be  sold  in  competition  with  the  European  product. 
Hats  intended  for  this  trade  should  be  of  light  weight,  and  when- 
ever practicable  ventilated  with  eyelets  or  other  devices  on  the  sides 
or  top,  or  in  other  manner  suited  to  the  style  of  hat. 

PETROLEUM   DEPOSITS — BANANA   CULTIVATION. 

Petroleum  of  excellent  illuminating  properties  exists  in  this  State. 
Although  many  attempts  have  been  made  in  the  past  to  develop 
this  industry,  all  have  tailed,  owing,  it  is  alleged,  to  msufficient  capi- 
tal, poor  management,  or  crude  implements  employed. 

Recognizing  the  petroliferous  nature  of  certain  sections  of  Tabasco 
a  wealthy  English  corporation  has  been  exploring  for  petroleum  for 
a  year  or  more  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State.  It  is  now  reported 
on  what  appears  to  be  reliable  authority  that  its  operators  have 
finally  succeeded  in  obtaining  an  abundant  supply  of  oil  of  excellent 
quality  for  illuminating  purposes  and  that  the  corporation  intends  to 
establish  important  refining  works  on  its  properties  if  the  flow  of  oD 
shows  no  sign  of  abatement  and  is  of  sufficient  extent  to  warrant  the 
expense  of  installing  an  extensive  refining  plant.  The  outlet  for  the 
products  would  necessarily  be  Frontera,  as  no  other  point  of  ship- 
ment is  available. 

Banana  cultivation  in  the  State  of  Tabasco,  which  is  peculiarly 
adapted  to  its  growth,  has  assumed  important  proportions  during  the 
last  two  years.  Plantations  are  springingup  in  au  directions  and  the 
acreage  is  being  extensively  increased.  This  is  due  to  the  demand 
for  this  fruit  in  the  State  of  Texas,  which  has  been  judiciously  fostered 
by  the  Southern  Steamship  and  Importing  Company  of  Galveston, 
which  has  established  a  weekly  service  between  this  port  and  that 
city  and  is  exclusively  engaged  in  the  fruit  trade,  especially  in 
bananas.  The  steamers  of  this  company  receive  a  subsidy  from  the 
Mexican  Government  for  each  round  trip  they  make  to  tliis  port. 

Of  the  river  lands,  which  until  a  few  months  ago  were  allowed  to 
remain  imcultivated  to  a  great  extent,  hundreds  of  acres  are  now 
being  converted  into  banana  plantations.    A  number  have  already 
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reached  an  advanced  stage  of  production  and  are  regularly  supplying 
bananas  to  the  steamers  of  the  company  mentioned.  It  is  claimed  by 
connoisseurs  that  the  Tabasco  banana  is  equal  in  all  respects  to  that 
of  Honduras,  which  is  in  such  universal  demand  in  the  United  States. 

GUADALAJARA. 

By  Consul  Samuel  E.  Magill, 

Guadalajara  is  the  second  city  of  Mexico  in  wealth,  population,  and 
commercial  importance.  Its  population  is  about  125,000,  and  it  is 
the  capital  of  the  State  of  Jahsco,  with  its  1,250,000  inhabitants,  the 
most  populous  of  the  Mexican  States.  Located  in  the  center  of  the 
western  part  of  the  Republic,  the  city  commands  the  trade  of  rich 
mining  and  agricultural  districts,  making  it  the  distributing  center 
for  a  region  where  a  complete  failure  of  crops  is  unknown  and  where 
the  mineral  wealth  is  undoubtedly  great.  It  is  now  and  will  probably 
remain  the  most  important  city  on  the  Pacific  slope  of  Mexico. 

The  climate  of  this  district  is  beUeved  to  be  as  fine  as  that  of  any 
locality  in  the  world;  never  very  hot  in  summer  nor  cold  in  winter, 
a  happy  medium  is  maintained  throughout  the  year,  making  it  an 
ideal  place  for  residence  for  those  who  want  plenty  of  sunshine  with 
cool  nights. 

The  altitude  of  Guadalajara  is  about  5,000  feet  above  the  sea,  and 
there  are  two  seasons,  the  wet,  from  June  until  November,  and  the 
dry,  from  November  to  June,  with  occasional  showers  during  the 
month  of  January. 

MUNICIPAL  AFFAIRS — AGRICULTURE — MINERALS. 

The  city  has  well-conducted  hospitals;  pubUc,  parochial  and  private 
schools;  prisons,  asvlums^  and  a  large  theater;  the  poUce  force  is 
large  ana  well  handled,  hfe  and  property  being  well  protected;  the 
streets  are  well  Ughted  by  electricity ;  and  the  tramways  are  run  by 
electric  power.  Almost  all  of  the  streets  are  paved,  most  of  them 
with  rough  cobblestone,  but  many  with  asphalt  and  a  few  with 
macadam.  The  water  supply  is  of  good  quaUty  though  not  abundant, 
and  arrangements  are  about  completed  tor  an  additional  pump,  but 
larger  pipes  and  conduits  are  needed  to  meet  the  reauirements  of  the 
city,  the  population  of  which  is  bound  to  grow  rapioly. 

The  State  of  JaUsco  is  preeminently  agncultural ;  the  chief  crop  is 
corn,  while  wheat,  sugar,  oranges,  lemons,  maguey,  and  tobacco  are 
successfully  grown.  In  comparison  with  some  other  States,  JaUsco 
is  not  a  large  producer  of  cattle,  but  sufficient  are  raised  for  home 
consumption  and  the  hacendados  are  importing  blooded  cows  from 
the  north,  by  means  of  which  the  quality  of  the  local  herds  is  being 
greatly  improved. 

The  mines  of  this  district  are  producers  mainly  of  silver,  gold, 
copper,  lead,  and  zinc.  Iron  ore  is  also  mined.  In  common  with  all 
mimng  sections  in  Mexico,  this  district  suffered  in  1907  and  1908  from 
the  general  financial  stringency,  which  caused  many  mines  to  cease 
operations  and  nearly  all  to  slacken  their  work.  The  proposed  change 
in  the  federal  mining  law  of  this  country,  whereby  all  new  mining 
companies  must  have  Mexican  charters,  caused  a  suspension  of  min- 
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ing  investments  by  foreigners  until  the  Mexican  Congress  decided  not 
to  make  the  change. 

While  formerly  much  ore  was  shipped  abroad,  the  mineral  ores  are 
now  smelted  or  reduced  in  Mexican  plants,  thus  cutting  down  the 
value  of  declared  exports  but  increasing  the  actual  value  of  the  mines 
to  this  district  and  the  nation. 

There  is  some  timber  in  this  district  which  is  accessible  to  railroads, 
but  large  tracts  of  pine  and  hard  woods  on  the  Pacific  slope  can  not 
now  be  profitably  cut  owing  to  their  distance  from  any  practicable 
means  or  transportation.  • 

BUILDING   MATERIAL — WATER   POWER — FUEL. 

Nearly  all  buildings  of  this  city  are  constructed  of  adobe  brick  with 
a  covering  of  cement.  Some  stone  is  quarried  and  used,  but  the 
adobe  is  so  much  cheaper  and  wears  so  well  that  its  use  is  almost 
universal,  from  the  fine  residence  to  the  **  jacal"  of  the  peon.  Lime 
in  abundance  is  found  near  Guadalajara.  Wood  is  used  in  construc- 
tion only  for  door  and  window  frames;  all  floors  are  of  tiling  of  local 
make.  Galvanized  and  corrugated  iron  sheets  are  much  used,  the 
best  qualities  of  which  are  imported  from  the  United  States.  As 
compared  with  an  American  house,  not  much  glass  is  used,  as  that 
used  is  imported  from  France  and  Belgium  and  is  expensive. 

The  several  streams  rushing  through  this  district  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean  can  furnish  great  water  power^lOO,000  horsepower  being 
already  available  for  hght  and  power  in  Guadalajara  and  near-by 
towns.  About  as  much  more  is  being  developed  by  ^  local  company 
recently  financed,  which  will  furnish  power  to  factories  and  mines, 
and  which  has  also  a  concession  to  compete  for  the  lighting  of  this 
city.  In  addition  there  is  estimated  to  be  35,000  horsepower  possible 
of  development,  thus  insuring  an  abundance  of  cheap  power  when 
needed. 

The  production  of  fuel  oil  in  other  parts  of  Mexico  together  with 
the  local  water  power  are  factors  that  make  manufacturing  cheap  in 
this  district,  ana  the  fact  that  there  is  coal  to  be  mined  is  a  valuable 
asset  in  the  wealth  of  Jalisco.  A  concession  has  been  granted  to  a 
company  to  manufacture  fuel  gas  and  pipe  it  over  the  city  for  cooking 
purposes.  It  is  proposed  to  use  the  local  coal,  which  has  the  desired 
qualities. 

RAILWAY   EXTENSIONS — HEALTH   AND   LABOR. 

The  Mexican  Central  Railroad  is  the  only  line  that  runs  into  Guada- 
lajara. From  the  east  is  a  line  which  connects  this  city  with  the 
main  line  to  El  Paso,  Texas,  and  Mexico  City,  while  to  the  west  a 
branch  runs  to  Ameca,  Jalisco;  and  the  recently  completed  line  to 
the  port  of  Manzanillo  on  the  Pacific  Ocean  is  now  open,  so  that 
passengers  and  freight  to  and  from  Mexico  City  and  American 
Pacific  ports  pass  through  Guadalajara.  The  transcontinental  line 
from  Tampico,  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  Manzanillo,  on  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  is  also  completed. 

The  Southern  Pacific  Railway  Company  is  building  toward  this 
city  from  the  north,  and  its  Une  will  add  greatly  to  the  importance 
of  Guadalajara  when  completed.    In  1909  a  part  of  this  road  will 
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be  opened  into  this  city,  giving  the  rich  mining  districts  of  the  north- 
em  part  of  Jalisco  ana  the  rich  agricultural  region  around  Tequila  a 
mucn-needed  railroad  connection.  The  contract  with  the  Mexican 
Government  requires  that  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway  be  com- 
pleted from  Nogales  to  Guadalajara  by  1914;  it  will  take  at  least 
three  years'  hard  work  to  put  the  road  through,  as  the  grading  in 
places  is  heavy  and  expensive. 

The  general  health  of  Guadalajara  is  good  and  the  sanitation  of  the 
city  is  thorough.  The  city  is  clean  and  the  drainage  system  fair. 
The  death  rate  is  not  low,  but  the  heavy  mortality  is  due  to  the 
numerous  deaths  of  children  of  the  poorer  classes  under  five  years  of 
age.  Another  cause  is  the  careless  indifference  to  sudden  changes  in 
temperature,  resulting  in  a  large  mortality  from  pneumonia  and 
kindred  diseases. 

Native  labor  is  cheap  and  fairly  good,  with  wages  ranging  from 
50  centavos  (25  cents)  per  day  for  farm  hands,  to  150  centavos  (75 
centa)  per  day  for  bricidayers  and  carpenters.  American  laborers 
intending  to  come  into  this  part  of  Mexico  should  do  so  only  on  con- 
tract'with  reliable  concerns  and  for  satisfactory  wages  definitely 
understood. 

TRADE    OF  THE    DISTRICT^ — SALES   TO   THE    UNITED   STATES. 

Guadalajara  buys  much  from  the  manufacturing  nations  of  the 
world;  from  the  United  States  come  hardware,  lumber,  drugs,  medi- 
cines, wagons,  automobiles,  shoes,  corsets,  cotton  goods,  machinery, 
groceries,  canned  goods,  Uquors,  etc.  It  is  not  possible  to  secure 
even  approximate  data  as  to  the  amount  of  sucn  goods  imported 
into  this  city,  but  the  field  is  well  worth  the  efforts  of  American  man- 
ufacturers, as  in  some  lines  European  merchants  control  the  markets 
where  Americans  should  sell,  but  it  will  require  careful  and  consistent 
effort  to  get  the  trade. 

The  declared  exports  from  this  district  to  the  United  States  during 
1908  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Docoments 

Garlic 

Hides 

Household  effects. 

Nuts,  pecans 

Oranges 

Ore 

Pottery 


Value. 


$2,000 

500 

2G,537 

509 

56,678 

7,828 

1,100 

537 


Articles. 


All  other  articles 

Total 

Bullion:  Gold  and  silver. . . 
Returned  American  goods. 

Grand  total... 


Value. 


$47 


05,736 
3,014 
9,000 


108,650 


The  manufacturing  interests  of  this  district  are  small.  A  few  cot- 
ton mills,  a  flour  mill,  a  tannery,  a  shoe  factory,  and  a  tile  works  about 
complete  the  list,  and  the  products  are  sold  only  locally. 

HERMOSIIilX). 

By  Consul  Louis  Hostetter. 

Hermosillo,  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Sonora,  is  situated  on  the 
Sonora  River,  about  184  miles  south  of  the  United  States  border,  on  the 
line  of  the  Sonora  Railway,  which  is  a  branch  of  the  Southern  Pacific. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


168  COMMEECIAL  BELATIONS. 

Besides  being  the  capital  of  the  State,  it  is  the  headquarters  of  thd 
Northern  Mifitarv  Zone,  which  makes  it  a  very  important  point.  By 
its  last  census  the  city  had  over  12,000  inhabitants,  among  whom 
were  quite  a  number  of  foreigners. 

Most  of  the  wholesale  business  of  the  State  was  formerly  done  from 
HermosiUo,  but  on  account  of  the  Yaqui  Indian  troubles,  freighters 
refused  to  deliver  merchandise,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  trade  was 
diverted  to  the  northern  portion  of  the  State  and  to  Chihuahua. 
However,  with  peace  assured  and  a  treaty  already  signed,  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  this  city  is  making  great  efforts  to  regain  lost 
ground  and  to  further  advertise  the  State  and  Hermosillo  in  particular. 

It  is  claimed  that  a  railroad  concession  has  been  secured  to  build 
a  road  from  this  city  to  El  Paso  through  the  Ures  district,  which  is 
verjr  rich  both  in  mmes  and  in  products  of  agriculture.  From  Her- 
mosillo the  road  will  probably  be  ouilt  west  to  some  point  on  the  coast, 
near  the  Tiburon  Island,  where  a  new  town  is  to  be  built,  and  connect 
there  with  a  ferry  across  the  Gulf  to  Lower  California  and  then  on  to 
the  Pacific  coast,  where  there  is  a  veiy  good  harbor.  From  this  j)oint 
a  line  of  steamers  for  the  Far  East  is  contemplated,  making  a  route 
shorter  by  5  to  6  days  than  anv  other  line.  This  route  wouldbe  of  the 
greatest  assistance  and  benefit  to  the  State  of  Sonora,  as  it  would 
not  only  open  up  some  rich  agricultural  countrv,  but  give  the  State  a 
competing  line,  which  it  very  much  needs  at  tne  present  time 

The  Cananea,  Yaqui  River  and  Pacific  Railroad,  which  it  is  claimed 
will  soon  be  completed  and  opened  for  traffic  as  far  as  Guadalajara, 
will  also  open  up  a  new  country — one  very  rich  in  mining,  agriculture, 
rubber,  timber,  tobacco,  and  semitropical  fruits.  These  will  find  a 
market  in  the  United  States,  v/hich  has  been  practically  cut  off  from 
this  trade,  and  this  section  of  the  country  will  also  be  benefited  by 
being  able  to  send  farther  south  its  more  hardy  fruits  and  grain. 

TRADE    OF  THE    CITY — TANNERIES — BREWERY. 

The  wholesale  trade  of  this  city  is  done  by  10  general  merchandise 
houses,  3  dry  and  fancy  goods  houses,  2  hardware  houses,  2  houses 
handling  American  wagons  and  farming  machinery,  and  1  foundry, 
which  ^o  handles  pumps,  engines,  etc.  The  shoe  factories,  which 
formerly  were  entirely  in  the  hands  of  Chinamen,  have  undergone  a 
change.  Several  of  tne  wholesale  and  commission  houses  have  started 
factories  which  have  done  well.  The  manufacture  of  men^s  furnishing 
goods,  such  as  shirts,  overalls,  and  clothing,  is  in  the  hands  of  China- 
men, except  for  one  of  the  wholesale  dry  goods  houses,  which  does  its 
own  manufacturing.  A  large  cracker  factory  owned  and  operated  by 
Americans  has  a  large  trade;  it  paid  on  its  capital  stock  of  $100,000  a 
dividend  of  29  per  cent.  The  company  has  seciu'ed  a  concession  from 
the  governor  of  Jalisco  to  erect  a  factory  in  Guadalajara,  which  is  to 
supply  the  wants  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  RepubUc. 

The  tanneries  of  the  town  turn  out  about  $1,000,000  worth  of  leather 
annually,  and  while  formerly  their  output  consisted  principally  of  a 
verv  poor  quality  of  sole  leather,  they  are  now  turning  out  all  Kinds, 
such  as  harness,  skirting,  collar,  and  a  fair  article  of  sole  leather, 
besides  deerskins,  calfskins,  goatskins,  and  horse  and  burro  hides. 
All  these  tanneries  have  good  American  machinery  and  employ  Ameri- 
can workmen.     The  Cerveceria  de  Sonora,  the  largest  brewery  in  the 
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State,  is  also  located  here,  and  does  over  $500,000  worth  of  business 
every  year,  most  of  its  material  coming  from  the  United  States. 
There  is  also  a  whisky  distillery  which  claims  to  have  increased  its 
business  over  100  per  cent  during  the  last  year.  There  is  a  packing 
house  which  supphes  the  town  and  surrounding  coxmtry  on  the  new 
railroad  with  beef  and  ice,  and  between  20  and  30  head  of  cattle 
are  killed  daily. 

MUSICAL   INSTRUMENTS — BANKING— COTTON-MILL  OUTPUT. 

Pianos,  pianolas,  and  phonographs,  especially  the  latter,  find  a 
large  and  ready  sale  here.  I  beUeve  that  three-fourths  of  the  resi- 
dences are  supplied  with  them.  The  people  here  are  great  lovers  of 
music,  and  no  matter  how  poor  the  home  one  will  find  therein  some 
musical  instrument.  Sewing  machines,  also,  are  considered  neces- 
sities. The  sale  of  wagons  and  farming  implements  is  increasing,  and 
notwithstanding  the  recent  hard  times  dealers  say  they  are  well  sat- 
isfied with  last  year's  business  and  look  for  a  fair  increase  this  year. 

The  recent  hard  times  have  had  no  appreciable  effect  on  the  banks 
here.  The  Banco  de  Sonora,  the  largest  institution  of  its  kind  in 
this  section,  with  five  branches  iii  the  State  and  one  in  Chihuahua, 
has  a  capital  of  $1,500,000  and  a  reserve  of  $950,000.  Its  stock,  par 
value  $100  per  share,  is  worth  $260.  It  paid  a  dividend  of  16  per 
cent  as  a  result  of  last  year's  business,  besides  laying  a  large  sum 
aside  for  its  reserve.  There  are  four  other  banks  here,  all  branches 
of  larger  institutions  in  the  Republic. 

A  cotton  mill,  situated  about  30  miles  from  Hermosillo,  was  erected 
by  Hermosillo  capital.  Its  capital  stock  is  $500,000  United  States 
currency,  of  which  $325,000  is  paid  in.  Its  output  last  year  was 
valued  at  $450,000  and  its  consumption  of  cotton  was  about  1,000,000 
pounds,  one-third  of  which  was  raised  here  and  most  of  the  balance 
t)ougbt  in  the  United  States.  It  employs  about  300  hands,  uses 
water  power,  and  has  a  300-horsepower  Corliss  engine,  besides  an 
electric  plant.     Its  looms  were  bought  in  England.     The  mill  has 

f>aid  interest  on  its  stock  on  an  average  of  10  per  cent  per  annum, 
ts  products  are  principally  denims,  duck,  tickings,  and  unbleached 
cottons. 

DEVELOPMENT  AND  PRODUCTS  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

In  the  Yaqui  River  Valley  country,  since  the  completion  of  the 
railroad  to  that  point,  a  large  company,  owned  and  controlled  mostly 
by  Americans,  has  made  great  efforts  to  secure  American  farmers  as 
settlers,  and  so  far  has  sold  over  20,000  acres  of  land  in  lots  of  40  to 
500  acres,  mostly  to  CaUfornians.  Some  of  these  farmers  are  already 
at  work  improving  their  land,  and  at  a  place  called  Ontagota  they 
have  formed  an  association  and  put  aside  125  acres  for  raising  melons 
exclusively.  As  these  ripen  some  time  before  melons  do  in  Califor- 
nia, the  farmers  expect  to  market  them  in  the  United  States.  It  is 
'also  planned  to  make  a  specialty  of  tomatoes  and  other  early  veg- 
etable for  the  export  trade.  This  land  company  has  built  a  lai^e 
irrigating  ditch,  which  is  25  miles  long  and  is  65  feet  wide  at  the 
base.  The  canal  is  to  be  extended  25  miles,  3  miles  of  which  is  built 
but  not  connected  with  the  other. 
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The  main  line  of  the  Cananea,  Yaqui  River  and  Pacific  Raihroad 
is  from  2  to  12  miles  distant  from  the  lands  under  cultivation,  but 
within  a  year  a  branch  is  to  be  built,  dividing  the  entire  delta  from 
east  to  west,  which  will  bring  several  hundred  thousand  acres  much 
closer  to  transportation. 

The  chief  staples  of  the  valley  are  wheat,  com,  garbanzos,  cotton, 
sugar  cane,  ana  tomatoes;  in  fact,  all  kinds  of  vegetables  and  semi- 
tropical  fruits  yield  abundant  crops.  Fruits  do  well,  and  with  the 
coming  of  the  American  farmer  tne  valley  will  no  doubt  become  a 
large  factor  in  the  supply  of  goods  for  export.  So  far  the  valley  has 
had  only  the  city  of  Guaymas  as  an  outlet  for  its  products,  but  the 
railroad  has  opened  the  markets  of  the  United  States  and  this  will 
build  up  not  only  this  section  but  the  entire  eastern  portion  of  the 
State.  Farmers  around  Hermosillo  and  along  the  Sonora  River,  as 
well  as  those  who  had  to  abandon  their  farms  on  account  of  the 
uprising  of  the  Yaqui  Indians,  are  all  preparing  to  develop  and  plant 
their  ranches  on  a  larger  scale  than  ever  before.  An  American  has 
leased  a  150-acre  ranch  within  the  town  Hmits  of  Hermosillo  and 
intends  to  make  a  specialty  of  early  fruits  and  tomatoes  for  export. 
He  intends  also  to  import  some  good  milk  cattle  and  start  a  dairy 
and  butter-making  estabUshment. 

MINING   OPERATIONS. 

This  district  has  some  of  the  richest  mines  in  the  State,  the  largest 
producer  being  the  Creston-Colorada.  It  is  situated  in  the  Mmas 
rrietas  district  near  the  town  of  La  Colorada,  about  35  miles  south 
of  Hermosillo.  The  property  consists  of  a  ranch  containing  5,000 
acres  and  150  mining  claims.  It  has  over  700  employees  and  has 
mills  that  treat  500  tons  of  ore  daily,  being  well  equipped  with  all 
kinds  of  modern  machinery,  besides  a  large  electrical  plant  and  three 
tramways.  It  consumes  annually  nearly  1,000,000  feet  of  lumber, 
1,800,000  pounds  of  lime,  54,000  pounds  of  cyanide,  100,000  pounds 
of  zinc,  and  over  20,000  cords  of  wood. 

In  the  districts  of  Hermosillo,  Alamos,  Ures,  and  Sahuaripa  there 
are  from  75  to  100  good  mines  already  opened  up.  In  fact,  the  whole 
State  seems  to  be  full  of  minerals.  Although  the  mineral  wealth  of 
Sonora  has  been  known  for  a  great  many  years,  the  State  has  been 
practically  closed  to  miners  on  account  of  the  Indians,  but  with 
peace  assured  prospectors  are  flocking  into  the  State  and  everything 
points  to  a  thorougn  examination  of  i&  deposits.  The  opening  of  the 
mines  will  create  a  great  demand  for  American  machinery  and 
material  as  well  as  for  American  miners. 

The  principal  products  of  the  mines  are  gold,  silver,  and  copper. 
Coal  deposits  are  reported  to  have  been  found  in  different  parts  of 
the  State,  but  so  far  none  of  any  importance  has  been  developed. 

EXPORTS  TO  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908  was 
$1,983,814,  against  $1,411,945  in  1907  and  $89,552  in  1906.  The 
articles  in  1908  are  shown  in  the  table  at  top  of  page  171. 
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Articles. 

Value. 

$1,747,862 

0,488 

65,783 

1,839 

150 

76,573 

1,528 

Articles. 

Value. 

Bullion 

Oranges 

$366 

Cyanide 

Ores 

80,902 

Oarhanzos(chlclc-pflas)--^ , .   , 

Wf^tArmAlon-S ,-..-..,. 

1,349 
974 

Graphite..^ \.... 

All  other  articles 

^Viano 

Total  

Hides 

1,983,814 

Horns 

The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  Alamos 
agency  in  1908  amounted  to  $571,933.     The  articles  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

Valne. 

1                           ArUcles. 

Value. 

BuUlon: 

Silver  and  gold 

$14,389 

1,272 

22,515 

81,838 

158,358 

Cyanide  precipitates: 

$22,282 
248,735 

BUver 

Silver  and  gold 

Silver  and  lead 

Ore v..  .           .     . 

22,544 

Pnn/tpn  tra  tmi 



Total 

C<^per  matte 

671,933 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  the  Guaymas  agency  to  the 
United  States  for  1908  was  $531,296,  against  $1,150,979  in  1907. 
The  articles  and  their  values  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Bunion: 

Gold 

$37,708 

Minerals,  ore,  etc.— Cont'd. 
Ore— Continued. 
Lead. 

Gold  and  silver     ...     . 

$656,476 
28,386 

$3,179 

Lead,.     

"'"23,"  726" 

19,422 
87,002 
68,657 
44,823 

51,882 

Silver 

$91,647 

111,609 

Silver 

Zinc  chlorides 

8,000 

Vinnab,  orA,  etc-- 

Salt 

2,844 
67,384 
92.675 

866 

Blsmuth 

Vegetables 

70,136 

Concentrate,  sii v«r . , . 

Other  articles 

4,286 

136,786 
62,975 

21,807 

Total 

Cyanides,  gold 

1,150,979 

531,296 

Ore- 
Gold  and  silver 

IiA  PAZ. 

By  Consul  George  B.  McGoogan. 

This  consular  district  covers  the  southern  half  of  Lower  California 
and  has  an  area  of  30,000  square  miles,  divided  into  two  political  divi- 
sions— northern  and  southern.  La  Paz,  the  capital  of  the  southern 
division,  contains  4,000  inhabitants  and  is  the  commercial  and  politi- 
cal center  of  this  consular  district.  The  district  is  governed  by  a  jefe 
politico,  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  Repubuc. 

The  people  have  great  respect  for  the  law,  and  life  and  property  are 
well  protected.  There  is  a  good  pubUc-school  system,  ana  attendance 
is  compulsory  between  the  ages  of  6  and  12.  La  Paz  has  a  very  inter- 
esting history.  It  was  visited  by  the  early  Spanish  e'xplorers,  among 
them  Cortez.  Its  harbor,  with  that  of  Pichiunqui  Bay,  at  which  the 
United  States  Government  has  a  coaling  concession,  was  the  rendez- 
vous for  many  years  of  the  pirates  on  the  Pacific  coast.  La  Paz  was 
visited  in  its  early  history  by  Jesuit  missionaries,  and  some  results  of 
their  labors  still  exist. 
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AGRICULTURE — MINING MANUFACTL^ES. 

The  agricultural  resources  of  this  district  are  very  small,  owing  to 
the  lack  of  rainfall  and  limited  possibilities  of  irrigation.  Soil  and 
climate  are  well  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  all  kinds  of  semitropical 
fruits.  Oranges,  grapes,  dates,  mangoes,  aguacates,  cocoanuts,  etc.,  of 
a  very  good  quality  are  produced,  but  in  quantities  sufficient  only  for 
the  local  market. 

Manufacturing  is  limited  to  one  tannery,  a  pearl-button  factory,  and 
two  small  Chinese  shoe  factories,  none  of  the  output  of  which  is 
exported  to  the  United  States. 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  prospecting  done  for  mines  in  the  last  year, 
but  no  definite  results  were  obtained.  The  gold  production  for  1908 
was  $100,137,  a  decrease  of  $13,170  from  1907,  and  the  silver  pro- 
duced in  1908  was  $86,333,  a  decrease  from  the  previous  year  of 
$17,564. 

A  statement  of  the  imports  can  not  be  furnished,  for  the  reason  that 
nearly  all  foreign  goods  received  here  are  cleared  and  their  taxes  are 
paid  at  Mazatlan  or  Nogales.  There  seems  to  be  a  growing  tendency 
to  prefer  American-made  to  European  goods.  This  is  especially  true 
in  regard  to  furniture  and  musical  instruments.  The  imports  of 
American  furniture,  stoves,  and  hardware  have  greatly  increased, 
owing  to  the  fact  tliat  such  articles  are  being  more  generally  used. 
There  is  an  inviting  field  for  the  American  manufacturer  in  these  lines. 

The  climatic  and  health  conditions  of  La  Paz  are  little  known  to  the 
world.  La  Paz  is  situated  at  the  level  of  the  sea.  Its  temperature 
and  barometric  conditions  are  steady,  with  the  right  degree  oi  humid- 
ity. Fogs  are  unknown,  and  the  place  is  free  from  malaria  and  other 
malignant  diseases  found  in  tropical  lands.  The  absence  of  storms 
and  an  extremelv  small  rainfall  make  La  Paz,  from  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber to  the  1st  of  June,  an  ideal  pleasure  and  health  resort. 

When  the  Kansas  City,  Mexico  and  Orient  Railwa}^,  now  building, 
is  completed  to  Topolobampo,  it  will  place  La  Paz  in  direct  communi- 
cation with  the  interior  of  Mexico  and  with  the  United  States.  Topo- 
lobampo is  situated  across  the  Gulf  of  California,  120  miles  from  La 
Paz.  I^o  doubt  steamship  communication  will  be  established  between 
the  two  places  after  the  completion  of  the  railroad,  giving  a  service  of 
perhaps  three  round  trips  a  week.  If  this  proposition  is  carried  out, 
the  building  of  a  large  modern  hotel  in  La  Paz  would  imdoubtedly 
prove  a  profitable  investment. 

CONDITION   OF   INDUSTRIES — DECLARED   EXPORTS. 

There  is  nothing  worthy  of  note  in  the  agricultural  situation  in  this 
district.  No  new  industries  were  started  in  1908,  and  while  there  was 
considerable  prospecting  for  gold  and  silver  the  amoimt  mined 
decreased  in  comparison  with  1907. 

American  capitalists  are  investigating  the  merits  of  a  formation  of 
white  marble  near  Todos  Santos  and  or  kaolin  deposits  near  Nulege. 
There  is  said  to  be  hope  of  a  revival  of  the  orchilla  moss  industry  on 
the  western  shore  of  the  peninsula.  The  orchilla  moss  is  found  in 
large  quantities  on  the  shore  near  Magdalena  Bay  and  was  at  one  time 
the  source  of  a  flourishing  business,  but  its  product  has  been  sup- 
planted by  a  cheaper  dye. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NOBTH  AMERICA:   MEXICO. 


173 


The  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908  was  $205,204, 
against  $254,637  in  1907.     The  articles  and  theb  values  in  1908  were: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Copper 

$375 

6,071 

100,138 

465 

179 

1^ 

6,026 

SUver 

Tan  bark 

$86,334 
6,119 
1,231 

84 

Gold 

Tomatoes 

All  other  articles. 

Hides 

Ixtle 

Total 

Lead 

205,204 

Bhart!i«*  fin-^ 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  La  Paz  from  the  United  States  in  1908 
is  estimated  at  $105,000. 

MANZANIL.LO. 

By  CoNstTL  Arminius  T.  Haeberle. 

In  1898  the  Mexican  Government  granted  a  concession  to  the 
Mexican  Central  Railroad  to  build  a  branch  road  from  Guadalajara 
to  Manzanillo,  and  the  completion  of  this  line  in  December,  1908, 
marks  the  beginning  of  a  new  era  in  the  commercial  history  of  the 
State  of  Colima,  which  forms  the  central  part  of  this  district.  One 
of  the  greatest  handicaps  to  the  development  of  a  small  but  richly 
endowed  State  has  thus  been  removed,  and  Colima,  formerly  cut  off 
from  the  interior,  now  has  the  direct  advantage  of  a  railway  that 
connects  the  port  of  Manzanillo,  on  the  Pacific,  with  the  interior  and 
with  Tampico  on  the  Atlantic. 

In  the  snort  period  of  one  month  after  the  inauguration  of  the  new 
railway  there  were  evidences  of  activity  that  surpassed  all  expecta- 
tions. Native  hats,  rice,  sugar,  and  other  products  are  now  being 
exported  in  increased  quantities  and  large  amounts  of  wheat  are 
shipped  from  the  United  States  over  the  new  line  to  Zapotlan  and 
Guadalajara.  The  importation  of  the  latter  article,  however,  must 
be  partly  attributed  to  the  temporary  reduction  of  duty  of  2  centavos 
per  kilo  (1  cent  gold  per  2.2  poimdsj. 

This  new  activity  is  further  manifested  by  the  fact  that  the  Jebsen 
Line  has  ordered  several  of  its  vessels  to  ply  regularly  between  the 
United  States  and  Manzamllo  and  other  Mexican  ports.  It  is  also 
rumored  that  two  other  oceanic  lines,  one  from  Chma  and  one  from 
Japan,  have  made  arrangements  to  run  between  Manzanillo  and 
those  two  countries. 


SHIPPING  CONDITIONS OPPORTUNITY  FOR  EXTENDING  TRADE. 

Previous  to  the  opening  of  the  Mexican  Central  Railroad  vessels 
were  compelled  to  load  and  discharge  in  open  bay  and  incur  in  addi- 
tion to  the  usual  charges  of  all  Mexican  ports  the  extra  expense  of 
lighterage,  amoimting  to  $5  to  $6  gold  per  ton.  Vessels  may  now 
land  at  the  Mexican  Central  wharf,  which  is  being  extended  to  a 
length  of  702  feet.  There  are  no  wharfage  dues,  and  the  cost  of 
handling  freight  from  boat  to  car  is  from  75  cents  to  $1.62  gold.  The 
charges  for  dispatching  the  vessel  are  fixed,  being  regulated  by  public 
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Guadalajara,  a  city  of  growing  importance  in  the  State  of  Jalisco, 
imports  merchandise  to  the  amount  of  about  5,000,000  pesos,  or 
$2,490,000  United  States  currency,  annually,  which  in  the  past  nas  been 
carriea  overland  from  the  distant  port,  Tampico,  on  the  Atlantic.  These 
goods  come  from  Europe,  but  if  American  houses  desire  export  trade 
and  enter  into  competition,  a  large  amount  of  this  trade  can  be  ob- 
tained by  firms  in  tne  western  portion  of  the  United  States,  shipping 
through  the  port  of  Manzanillo  and  thus  reducing  the  overland  trans- 
portation required  by  about  two-thirds.  This  means  not  only  a 
shifting  of  routes  from  the  east  to  the  west,  but  also  an  increased 
demand  in  the  interior  of  western  Mexico  for  perishable  supplies, 
such  as  potatoes,  apples,  and  other  fruits  not  now  obtainable,  in 
exchange  for  cocoanuts,  bananas,  pineapples,  and  perhaps  other 
tropical  fruits  for  California  and  other  Wq^tem  States. 

There  is  considerable  demand  for  claret  wines,  which  are  imported 
from  France  and  Spain  instead  of  California.  This  is  partly  due  to 
the  very  few  representatives  of  California  wine  merchants  wno  come 
here  and  to  the  freight  charges  for  the  short  distance  from  California, 
which  are  almost  equal  to  the  cost  of  transportation  from  Europe. 
With  the  new  competing  line,  however,  the  obstacle  of  high  rates  will 
probably  be  removed,  so  that  California  wine  merchanti  and  other 
business  men  will  find  it  more  profitable  to  introduce  their  goods  into 
Mexico.  It  is  a  matter  of  comment  that  salesmen  have  lately  ap- 
peared in  increased  numbers  from  European  and  even  oriental  coun- 
tries in  anticipation  of  new  markets,  while  no  American  salesmen 
have  availed  tnemselves  of  the  new  opportunities. 

MINING  AND  LUMBER  INTERESTS — AGRICULTURE. 

It  is  only  during  the  last  ten  years  that  mining  in  Mexico  has  de- 
veloped into  one  of  the  most  important  industries.  Most  of  the 
American  capital  has  been  invested  in  old  historic  mines  worked 
by  the  Spamards  or  even  the  Indians  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the 
Europeans.  But  new  fields  are  being  sought  now,  and  recent  pros- 
pecting in  this  district  seems  to  indicate  that  it  is  not  of  agricultural 
importance  alone,  as  hitherto  supposed,  but  that  it  also  contains  an 
abundance  of  copper.  A  mining  and  developing  company  equipped 
with  modem  machinery  is  about  to  establish  a  smelter  that  will 
handle  from  40  to  70  tons  of  ore  per  day.  While  nothing  definite 
can  be  said  of  oil  and  coal,  indications  of  these  have  been  discovered 
that  will  at  least  lead  to  a  thorough  investigation  by  experts  in  the 
near  future. 

The  west  coast  of  Mexico  abounds  in  beautiful  and  valuable  cabi- 
net woods.  Several  lumber  companies  have  recently  been  formed,  in- 
troducing modem  machinery  and  building  roads  and  flumes.  It  is 
necessary,  however,  to  make  a  careful  study  of  Mexican  woods,  as 
some  of  these  have  not  the  durable  qualities  of  the  same  species  in 
northern  coimtries  and  are  therefore  of  less  value.  Another  disad- 
vantage is  the  difficulty  of  transportation  to  the  coast,  which  is  a 
problem  that  should  be  most  carefully  considered  before  one  engages 
m  the  business  of  exporting  lumber  from  Mexico.  But  while  dm- 
culties  of  transportation  are  great  and  the  business  requires  men  who 
know  the  language  and  customs  of  the  country  and  are  apt  in  handling 
the  native  labor,  the  opening  up  of  the  lumber  business  here  can  not  be 
too  strongly  encouraged  owing  to  the  abimdant  and  valuable  material. 
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This  district  is  very  fertile,  but  its  agricultural  resources  are  little 
developed.  There  is  a  CTeat  scarcity  of  vegetables,  for  which  there 
ought  to  be  a  good  market,  and  truck  farming  might  be  made  profit- 
able if  judiciously  handled.  The  staple  products  are  rice,  sugar, 
tobacco,  cocoanuts,  bananas,  pineapples,  oranges,  and  a  variety  of 
other  tropical  fruits.  None  of  these  is  raised  in  abundance  and 
there  is  ample  room  for  further  development.  Limes  go  to  waste 
for  want  of  a  market,  while  they  could  be  used  to  great  advantage 
in  the  manufacture  of  limeade.  • 

COMMERCE  OP  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  total  value  of  imports  into  Manzanillo  in  1908  was  $241,717, 
against  $341,369  in  1907,  a  decrease*  of  $99,652,  principally  due  to 
the  irnportation  of  rails  in  1907  from  Germany  and  bridge  material 
from  Belgium  for  the  Mexican  Central  Railroad  to  the  amount  of 
$172,385.  The  imports,  by  countries  of  origin,  are  shown  in  the 
following  table: 


Country. 


Value. 


United  states $140,973 

Aostria-Hungary 1,312 

Cftoada 11,721 

China 1,407 

France 7.215  i 

Oennany 23,502  i 

India 2,877  ,1 


Country. 


Japan 

Snain 

United  Kingdom. 
All  other  countries 

Total 


Value. 


S43,174 
1,934 
6,366 
1.156 


241,717 


The  leadii^  articles  of  import  from  the  United  States,  France,  Ger- 
many, and  United  Eangdom  and  the  amount  received  from  each 
country  in  1908  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

United 

States. 

France. 

Ger- 
many. 

United 
Kingdom. 

Athm  *Pd  Ammrinltion , 

15,116 
10,079 

154 

1125 

6,546 

862 

147 

82 

809 

Cement 

Chemicals,  etc 

2,478 

4,732 

322 

1.667 
44,563 
2,372 
18,265 
1,406 
3,816 
2,255 
2,891 
2,968 

3,492 
101 

2,159 
346 

726 
2,609 
1,333 
1,133 

1,097 
14,333 
1.875 
8,841 

11 

$488 

Fruits,  all  klnda 

Insbuments,  musical 

13 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Bar 

486 

Bridge  materials 

Ironware,  etc 

76 

3,025 

4,425 

67 

403 

Wfichln^Ty 

Nails,  bofts.  etc 

nW                    

Plows 

71 
382 

87 

Toob 

134 

64 

Wire,  all  kinds 

Leather,  and  manufoctures  of: 

Boots,  shoes,  and  slippers 

37 

44 

179 

1,038 

3 

Otlier 

107 
186 
424 

48 

76 

358 

1,126 

Oils....                       

54 

Paper,  and  mAnnfitctnre^  nt^  ^  , , ,  .        

Provisions: 

Butter  and  chewe - 

Meats,  all  kinds 

RnlritSi  wines  etc      .  

4,687 
93 

39 

•rfx^^^'                                                   

1,519 

Wood,  and  mannfeotures  of: 

Fumitare            

Ties 

:::::::.::::::.::::: 

Other                  

30 
919 

662 
5,076 

AH  otiier  article     

3,234 

Total             

140,973 

7,216 

23,602 

6,366 
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The  principal  articles  imported  from  Spain  were  wines,  valued  at 
$1,221,  and  cigarette  paper,  $253 ;  China,  silk  goods  $987,  tea  $181, 
and  fireworks  $100;  India,  jute  sacks  $1,502,  and  spices  $1,172;  Japan, 
railroad  ties  $42,000,  and  silk  goods  $1,118;  and  Canada,  coal  $9,864, 
and  wood  $1,299. 


EXPORTS   TO  THE  UNITED   STATES. 


The  total  exports  from  Manzanillo  to  all  countries  in  1908  were 
valued  at  $36,144,  a  loss  of  $130,469  from  1907.  The  articles  shipped 
to  the  United  States  during  the  past  four  years  and  the  amoimts  for 
each  year  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

Coin 

$2,475 
1,797 

18,906 
539 
120 

18,750 
743 

■"$6,*  267* 

8,631 

217 

140 

19,000 

253 

125,500 

2,690 

12,588 

701 

1,268 

Coffee.. 

Hides 

114,410 

Rubber 

149 

Rhark**'  fins .   

224 

Woods 

12,450 

Other  articles 

1,657 

561 

Total 

43,332 

34,508 

44,404 

27,794 

MATAMOROS. 

By  Consul  (/LArence  A.  Miller. 

It  is  only  as  a  hide  market  that  Matamoros  is  of  any  commercial 
importance,  about  66  per  cent  of  the  exports  from  this  district  being 
hicies  and  skins.  During  1908  exports  from  this  district  decreased 
about  $21,000,  about  $15,000  of  which  was  in  hides  and  skins.  This 
decrease  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  the  local  dealers  sent  part 
of  their  hides  and  sfeins  to  Monterey  and  Laredo,  as  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation via  those  points  is  a  httle  less  than  it  is  from  this  point 
directly  to  New  York.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Matamoros  is  declin- 
ing in  importance  as  a  hide  market,  but  if  the  present  prospects  for 
better  transportation  facilities  are  reaUzed  its  importance  will  again 
increase. 

The  decrease  of  declared  exports  is  also  partly  due  to  the  fact  that 
during  1907  about  $11,000  worth  of  cotton  was  exported  from  this 
district  and  none  in  1908.  In  fact,  1907  is  the  only  time  in  over  ten 
years  in  which  this  article  appears  as  an  export  from  this  district. 
There  was  an  increase  in  nearly  all  other  articles  of  export,  especially 
beeswax,  bones,  hair,  and  cotton  seed.  The  declared  exports  for 
1908,  while  about  33  per  cent  less  than  those  for  1907,  were  greater 
than  those  of  any  other  year  during  the  last  ten  except  1901  and 
1902. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908  was 
$44,207,  against  $65,467  in  1907  and  $31,569  in  1906.  The  articles 
in  1908  were:  Live  animals,  $614;  beeswax,  $1,005;  bones,  $1,002; 
cotton  seed.  $4,665;  hair,  $5,029;  hides,  $13,456;  horns,  $528;  skins, 
$1 7,805 ;  all  otner  articles,  $103.  The  most  significant  increase  is  that 
shown  in  cotton  seed,  which  rose  from  $2,636  to  $4,665.  More  cot- 
ton is  being  raised  in  this  district,  but  while  the  seed  is  exported  to 
the  United  States  the  cotton  is  sold  to  factories  in  the  interior  towns. 
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VALUE   OF   IMPORTS. 

Figures  showing  the  imports  for  the  calendar  year  are  not  obtain- 
able at  this  time.  For  the  year  ended  June  30,  1908,  the  value  of 
the  imports  into  this  district  was  estimated  to  be  as  follows:  Coffee^ 
$37,881;  lard,  $21,042;  machinery,  $17,720;  thread,  $8,072;  oil, 
$4,183;  sugar,  $3,183;  tobacco,  $2,836;  wire,  $790;  other  articles, 
$22,685;  total,  $118,392. 

AH  of  the  imports  except  the  sugar,  which  came  from  Germany, 
the  thread  from  England,  and  the  wire  from  Germany,  came  from 
the  United  States.  Thus  of  the  total  amount  of  imports  about 
$106,000  came  from  the  United  States. 

The  German  sugar  is  being  replaced  bv  the  Mexican  product;  the 
coflFee,  lard,  soap,  and  oil,  which  came  from  the  United  States,  are 
also  being  replaced  bv  the  native  product;  and  the  tobacco,  instead 
of  being  imported  in  the  manufactured  form,  is  being  bought  from  the 
interior  factories.  The  only  items  of  import  which  are  increasing 
are  those  of  machinery  and  lumber.  On  account  of  the  agricultural 
development,  machinery  is  constantlv  being  imported  in  increasing 
quantities.  Foodstuffs,  clothing,  ancl  furnishings  are  also  bought  at 
retail  in  Brownsville,  Tex.,  by  the  residents  of  Matamoros. 

AGRICULTURAL   DEVELOPMENT   AND   POSSIBILITIES. 

This  district,  being  situated  in  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley,  is 
rich  in  agricultural  possibilities.  While  heretofore,  on  account  of  the 
light  rainfall,  cattle  raising  was  the  main  industry,  agriculture  is  now 
looked  upon  as  the  chief  means  of  development.  The  successful  use 
of  irrigation  on  the  Texas  side  of  the  river  is  to  be  followed  n  the 
Mexican  side.  Already  several  small  pumping  plants  have  been 
installed  and  a  company,  which  owns  over  2,000,000  acres  of  land 
and  has  been  granted  the  right  to  use  80  per  cent  of  the  water  from 
the  lower  Rio  Grande  to  which  Mexico  is  entitled,  has  already  made 
arrangements  to  build  a  large  gravity  canal  which  will  carry  the 
water  from  the  river  over  its  vast  expanse  of  land.  This  has  been 
made  possible  by  the  government  policy  of  granting  subsidies  for 
irrigation  purposes.  Following  the  successful  completion  of  canals 
for  irrigation  purposes  will  come  the  subdivision  oi  the  large  tracts 
of  land.  Then  will  be  possible  the  practical  development  of  this 
wonderfully  fertile  land. 

It  has  been  demonstrated  on  the  Texas  side  of  the  river  that 
sugar  cane  is  the  staple  crop.  Already  in  the  vicinity  of  Browns- 
ville, Tex.,  there  are  being  operated  two  sugar  mills,  one  of  them  said 
to  be  the  largest  in  the  world,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  expect  that 
when  both  sides  of  the  valley  are  properly  developed  this  will  be  a 
great  sugar-producing  district.  Other  staple  crops  are  cotton  and 
com.  Both  are  being  successfully  cultivated.  Also  a  few  cotton 
trees  are  growing  here,  but  as  yet  it  is  not  known  whether  they  have 
a  commercial  value.  The  cotton  is  sold  to  the  native  factories  in 
interior  towns  and  the  corn  is  sold  in  Matamoros  for  local  consump- 
tion. Although  two  crops  of  corn  are  raised  per  year,  the  supply  is 
not  equal  to  the  demand,  owing  to  the  fact  tnat  corn  forms  a  large 
part  of  the  daily  food  of  the  poorer  classes. 
X8077-C  B  1908— VOL  2 12 
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This  district  is  well  adapted  for  truck  fanning.  The  winter  vege- 
tables can  not  be  excelled,  and  if  this  industry  were  conducted  on  a 
large  scale  a  ready  market  could  be  found  for  the  produce  in  the 
interior  cities,  such  as  Monterey  and  Saltillo.  The  early  watermelons 
are  very  similar  to  those  of  Geoi^a  in  both  size  and  flavor. 

GROWING   OF  FRUITS   AND   NUTS. 

Horticulturists  who  have  studied  conditions  here  and  have  experi- 
mented say  that  all  conditions  are  favorable  for  the  successful  culti- 
vation of  the  pecan,  the  date,  the  fig,  and  the  English  walnut.  Some 
also  say  that  citrus  fruits  can  be  successfully  cultivated,  but  in  the 
opinion  of  others  such  an  industry  in  this  locality  would  be  onlv  a 

f;amble.  This  was  demonstrated  by  the  recent  cold  spell  (below 
reezing)  which  gave  the  industrv  a  serious  setback  in  this  region. 
Conditions  are  not  favorable  for  the  successful  raising  of  bananas.  I 
beUeve  that  parties  wishing  to  raise  bananas  and  citrus  fruits  would 
do  better  to  go  nearer  to  the  Tamipico  district.  It  is  also  thought 
that  pineapples  would  thrive  near  the  coast  in  this  district.  It  is 
believed  that  the  mulberry  tree  can  be  successfully  crown.  If  this 
is  true,  this  would  be  an  ideal  location  for  the  development  of  the 
silk  industry,  because  the  Mexican  women  and  children  are  particu- 
larlv  adapted  to  work  of  this  nature. 

There  is  an  abundance  of  cactus  and  mesquite.  The  valuable 
properties  of  these  are  just  becoming  known.  From  the  cactus  a 
company  in  El  Paso  is  making  fiber,  paper,  and  denatured  alcohol. 
From  the  mesquite  can  be  miSe  furniture  and  paper.  The  bark  of 
this  tree  also  contains  tannic  acid,  but  as  yet  it  has  not  been  demon- 
strated that  this  property  can  be  used  commercially.  Fiber  plants, 
such  as  henequen  and  zapupe,  and  the  candelia,  from  which  rubber 
and  wax  can  be  extracted,  are  successfully  grown  in  the  southern 
part  of  this  district. 

CATTLE   RAISING — ^MINERAL   DEPOSITS GAME. 

Cattle  raising  at  present  is  the  chief  industry.  There  are  in  this 
district  between  75,000  and  100,000  head  of  cattle,  about  20,000 
horses,  20,000  mules,  50,000  sheep,  and  as  many  goats.  The  cattle 
are  poor,  but  some  few  breeders  who  are  attempting  to  bring  up 
the  standard  obtain  very  good  results  by  importing  bulls  from  the 
United  States  and  breeding  them  with  the  native  stock.  A  great 
many  mules  are  sent  from  this  district  to  Cuba,  where  they  are  used 
on  the  large  plantations  and  on  public  work.  As  mules  are  scarce 
in  south  Texas,  some  of  the  newcomers  purchase  their  mules  in 
Matamoros.  While  these  mules  are  not  as  large  as  the  Missouri 
mules,  they  give  general  satisfaction. 

About  50  miles  from  Matamoros  a  large  sulphur  mine  covering 
about  50  acres  has  been  discovered  and  the  concession  properly 
taken  out.  Caves  of  bat  guano  have  also  been  discovered,  one  or 
two  of  which  were  reported  to  have  been  purchased  during  the  past 
year  by  an  English  company.  A  large  marble  deposit  has  also  been 
discovered.  A  company  is  now  being  organized  to  exploit  still 
another  marble  deposit  which  is  situated  near  the  border  of  Tamau- 
lipas  and  Nuevo  Leon. 
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There  are  many  indications  that  the  greater  part  of  this  State 
may  become  an  oil  field.  Oil  men  have  been  giving  a  great  deal  of 
attention  to  the  prospects,  and  leases  have  been  consummated  for 
the  testing  of  large  tracts. 

There  is  an  abundant  supply  of  game.  Ducks,  quail,  turkeys, 
deer,  etc.,  are  readily  found  oy  the  hunter.  There  are  no  game-law 
restrictions.  Several  times  parties  in  Brownsville  have  attempted 
to  build  up  a  business  by  sending  ducks  and  fish  to  places  in  the 
North,  but  so  far  these  attempts  nave  failed  because  of  lack  of  suf- 
ficient capital  or  proper  personal  attention.  A  fishing  concession  has 
been  granted  by  the  Government,  but  as  yet  nothing  has  been  done 
under  it. 

INDUSTRIAL    ACTIVITY   AND   CONDITIONS. 

A  firm  of  this  city  has  a  small  soap  factory.  This  represents  an 
investment  of  about  $5,000  American  money  and  has  an  annual  out- 
put of  about  15.000  50-pound  boxes  of  common  washing  soap.  This 
s<9ap  sells  for  about  $3.50  American  money  per  box,  and  all  of  the 
product  is  consumed  locally. 

There  are  3  cotton  gins,  and  it  is  estimated  that  about  300  bales 
of  cotton  are  ginned  annually.  A  small  canning  factory  started  last 
year,  representing  an  investment  of  about  $250  American  money. 
Its  prodiict  of  about  1,000  cans  of  tomatoes  was  consumed  locally. 
There  is  also  a  nixtamal  which  grinds  the  com  from  which  tortillas 
are  made.  There  are  two  small  cigarette  factories,  using  American 
tobacco,  which  make  shuck  cigarettes.  Their  output  is  small  and 
is  consumed  locally. 

There  is  a  considerable  amount  of  drawn  work  made  here.  This 
forms  what  might  be  termed  a  '^home  industry,"  and  it  is  by  this 
method  that  most  of  the  poorer  families  earn  their  liveHhood.  The 
women  of  the  family  toil  early  and  late  on  this  work  in  their  homes 
and  thus  eke  out  a  slender  hving.  There  are  three  women  in  Mata- 
moros,  each  of  whom  has  about  a  half  dozen  girls  working  for  her,  but 
outside  of  these  instances  all  of  this  work  is  done  by  families  or 
individuals  who  make  a  few  pieces  at  a  time.  When  completed  the 
articles  are  sold  to  local  curio  stores,  to  local  families^  or  to  tourists. 

There  are  perhaps  more  than  200  women  and  girls  engaged  in 
making  this  drawn  work.  There  is  no  way  of  knowmg  how  much  of 
it  is  made  in  a  year,  but  a  rough  estimate  of  its  value  would  be  about 
$4,000  or  $5,000  American  money.  The  three  women  above  men- 
tioned send  their  drawn  work  to  Mexico  City.  The  estimated  value 
of  the  articles  thus  sent  is  about  $3,000  per  annum.  Most  of  the 
pieces  are  handkerchiefs,  doiUes,  and  shirt-waist  patterns. 

There  are  two  workmen  in  this  city  who  make  a  Mexican  imitation 
of  the  Italian  filigree  silver  work. 

There  is  very  httle  work  for  the  laboring  classes.  Those  that  do 
find  employment  earn  about  1  peso  (49.8  cents  American  money)  per 
day  of  actual  work,  but  very  few  have  steady  employment.  Painters 
and  carpenters  receive  from  H  to  2  pesos  per  day,  but  employment  is 
uncertain.  Quite  a  number  of  the  men  work  on  farms  across  the 
river  in  Texas  and  there  receive  about  $1  gold  per  day.  During  the 
cotton-picking  season  many  laborers  go  to  the  cotton  fields  in  Texas 
and  a  great  many  of  them  do  not  return  to  this  place.     On  small 
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wages,  aided  by  the  little  that  the  women  of  the  family  make  from 
drawn  work,  these  laboring  men  support  large  families.  Their  food 
consists  of  rice,  tortillas,  Mexican  beans,  meat,  and  coffee.  For- 
tunately meat  is  cheap  and  most  families  have  it  at  least  once  every 
day. 

TRANSPORTATION   FACILITIES. 

This  district  is  connected  with  Monterey  and  the  interior  of  Mexico 
by  a  branch  of  the  National  lines  of  Mexico.  The  St.  Louis,  Browns- 
ville and  Mexico  Railroad  connects  Brownsville,  just  across  the  river, 
with  the  railroads  of  the  United  States.  The  only  means  of  trans- 
portation from  Matamoros  to  Brownsville  is  by  means  of  a  small 
ferry.  Passengers  are  taken  over  in  small  rowboats  and  freight  is 
carried  over  on  flat-bottom  barges. 

It  is  probable  that  work  will  be  commenced  within  the  next  few 
months  on  an  international  bridge  over  the  Rio  Grande  at  this  point. 
The  United  States  Congress  has  already  granted  the  necessary  pec- 
mission,  and  it  is  beUeved  that  the  Mexican  Government  will  do  like- 
wise. After  the  bridge  is  built  the  National  hnes  which  come  into 
Monterey  will  be  connected  with  the  St.  Louis,  Brownsville  and 
Mexico  Railroad  which  comes  into  Brownsville.  This  will  be  of 
great  benefit  to  international  commerce  and  especially  to  American 
trade  with  this  district.  At  present  it  is  very  diflScult  to  transport 
any  large  amount  of  freight  between  the  two  countries  at  this  point. 
Freight  coming  via  Brownsville  to  the  interior  of  Mexico  must  be 
hauled  from  the  railroad  station  in  Brownsville,  a  distance  of  about 
one-half  mile,  to  the  river  by  means  of  little  two-wheeled  carts. 
There  it  must  be  loaded  on  small  barges,  pulled  across  by  hand,  again 
loaded  into  small  two-wheeled  carts,  and  then  hauled  a  distance  of 
about  2  miles  to  the  station  of  the  National  lines.  It  is  very  probable 
that  when  the  bridge  is  built  and  the  two  railroads  are  connected  a 
great  deal  more  freight  will  pass  between  the  two  countries  at  this 
point. 

The  vast  resources  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas  are  on  the  eve  of 
development,  and  the  indications  are  that  it  will  be  one  of  the  richest 
States  of  the  Republic.  The  United  States  should  prepare  to  obtain 
this  trade  from  the  \cry  beginning. 

TRADE   OPPORTUNITIES — RECIPRGCnT. 

The  next  few  years  w  ill  see  an  increasing  demand  for  pumping  and 
irrigation  machinery  of  all  kinds.  Wlien  the  canals  are  in  operation 
there  will  be  a  large  demand  for  agricultural  machinery  of  all  kinds. 
If  the  cultivation  of  sugar  cane  is  as  successful  on  the  Mexican  side 
of  the  river  as  it  is  on  the  Texas  side  there  will  in  all  probability  be  a 
demand  for  machinery  for  sugar  mills.  The  demand  for  American 
vehicles  of  all  kinds  will  gradually  increase. 

Salesmen  selling  hardware,  cutlery,  clothing,  and  drugs  reported 
increased  orders  during  the  past  year.  Some  household  and  office 
furniture  has  been  bought  from  Brownsville  stores.  Mail-order 
houses  should  find  an  increased  patronage  during  the  coming  year. 
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As  far  as  this  district  is  concerned,  a  reciprocity  arrangement  would 
seem  to  be  beneficial  to  the  United  States.  The  only  dutiable  export 
is  hides,  which  the  United  States  needs.  Under  such  an  arrangement 
more  vehicles,  machinery,  furniture,  sugar,  and  grain  would  be 
imported,  and  this  without  detriment  to  the  industries  of  Mexico. 

The  trade  of  this  district,  while  at  present  small  and  unimportant, 
will  surely  increase  with  the  coming  development  of  the  natural 
resources  of  this  State.  American  merchants  and  manufacturers 
should  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  that  development  and  strive  to  hold 
their  own,  not  only  with  foreign  competition  but  with  the  growth  of 
the  native  industry  as  much  as  possible.  It  is  from  the  latter  that 
American  trade  has  most  to  fear  in  the  way  of  competition. 

MAZATLAN. 

By  Consul  Heney  P.  Coffin. 

Mazatlan,  with  a  population  of  22,000,  ranks  as  the  leading  seaport 
on  the  west  coast  or  Mexico,  and  offers  unusual  opportunities  'to  the 
American  merchant  and  manufacturer.  The  export  houses  in  the 
United  States  have  seemingly  failed  to  canvass  this  territory  in  a 
systematic  manner,  while  the  English,  German,  and  French  whole- 
sale dealers  have  established  commercial  houses  and  banking  insti- 
tutions and  have  reaped  substantial  profits  and  dividends. 

Despite  the  financial  panic  that  swept  over  the  United  States  in 

1907  and  1908  the  banks  of  Mazatlan  were  able  to  meet  all  demands 
and  no  failures  were  reported. 

The  Southern  Pacific  Railroad,  realizing  the  almost  unlimited  pos- 
sibilities of  the  State  of  Sinaloa  and  the  undeveloped  mineral  and 
agricultural  resources  of  the  State,  has  rapidly  pushed  its  railroad 
construction,  which  will  soon  reach  Mazatlan. 

Hundreds  of  Chinese  immigrated  to  this  section  of  the  country 
during  1908.  Some  have  settled  here  and  are  engaged  in  the  ret  a  J 
grocery  trade,  while  others  have  purchased  small  farms. 

SEWERAGE    SYSTEM — OUTPUT  OF  MINES — ADAPTABILITY  OF  SOIL, 

In  Mazatlan  the  most  important  municipal  improvement  during 

1908  was  the  completion  of  a  modem  sewerage  system  installed  at 
a  cost  of  $300,000. 

The  gold  and  silver  mines  of  the  State  were  worked  to  their  full 
capacity  and  many  new  properties  were  exploited.  Over  $2,500,000 
in  gold  and  silver  bullion  were  exported  to  the  United  States. 

Jso  other  State  in  Mexico  has  chmate  and  soil  better  adapted  for 
the  cultivation  of  all  varieties  of  vegetables  and  fruits  than  Sinaloa. 
The  growing  and  shipping  of  tomatoes  in  the  winter  months  to  Cali- 
fornia and  other  Western  States  has  become  one  of  the  leading 
industries  of  this  section. 

The  cultivation  of  the  ixtle  plant  or  henequen  is  yet  in  its  infancy. 
Many  planters  are  setting  out  plants,  and  numerous  stock  companies 
are  bemg  oi^anized  to  grow  it  on  a  large  scale.  The  rope  and  twine 
made  from  ixtle  find  a  ready  market  in  the  United  States.  In  1908 
the  exports  of  this  fiber  increased  $7,000  over  1907. 
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IMPORTS   AND   EXPORTS. 


The  imports  into  Mazatlan  during  1908  were  valued  at  $1,977,587, 
of  which  the  United  States  furnished  articles  worth  $988,905.  The 
imports,  by  countries,  were  as  follows: 


Country. 


United  States.... 
Austria-Uungary 

Belgium 

China 

Denmark 

Ecuador 

France 

Oermany 

Italy 


Value. 


$d88,905 
6,819 
16, 181 
3,647 
4,773 
6,176 
88,157 
384,442 
16,472 


Country. 


Value. 


Japan 

Netherlands 

Portugal 

Spain 

Switzerland 

United  Kingdom . . 
All  other  countries 

Total 


$11,397 
12,358 
4,221 
49,434 
5,212 
374, 183 
5,210 

1,977,587 


The  principal  articles  of  import  in  1908  were  as  follows:  Mineral 
products  worth  $499,545;  vegetable  substances,  $404,636;  cloth  and 
other  textiles,  $336,490;  chemical  products,  $195,089;  machinery, 
etc.,  $140,342;  animal  products,  $124,873;  spirits,  wines,  and  malt 
hquors,  $69,306;  paper  and  paper  goods,  $38,998;  arms  and  explo- 
sives, $68,970;  and  vehicles,  $6,404. 

The  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States,  including  gold  and 
silver  bullion,  declared  at  Mazatlan  during  1908  was  $3,432,328,  a 
decrease  of  $331,972  from  1907.  The  articles  are  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing statement: 


ArUcles. 


Concentrates 

Copper 

Fish,  dried 

Hides 

Ixtie 

Matte,  copper,  gold,  etc, 
Ore: 

Qo1 

Lead. 

BUver 


1907, 

1908. 

$312,201 

•617,447  1 

2.681 

2,020  ' 

13, 118 

10,236 

19,985 

1,561 

25,364 

33,053 

54,216 

17,218 

9,737 

1,643 

36,055 

77,760 

10,525 

4,819 

192,304 

252 

Articles. 


Precipitates 

Shr*mps 

Tomatoes 

All  other  articles. 

Total 

Bollion: 

Gold 

Silver 

Grand  total 


1907. 


162,601  I 
16,697  I 
13,710  I 

236,241  I 


1,004,435 


004,646 
655,219 


3,764,300 


1906. 


$92,730 

225 

4,401 

37,196 


900,560 

1,104,884 
1,426,884 


3,432,328 


MEXICO  CITY, 

By  Consul-General  Arnold  Shankun. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports,  including  buUion  and  returned 
goods,  from  Mexico  City  to  the  United  States  for  1908  was  $6,192,927, 
against  $1,985,466  for  1907,  an  increase  of  $4,207,461.  Increases 
were  shown  in  the  shipments  of  the  following  articles:  Gold  bullion 
amounting  to  $3,918,751,  none  being  exported  in  1907;  silver,  gold, 
and  lead  DuUion,  $1,008,166;  hides  and  skins,  $153,512*  diamonds, 
$19,328;  and  sugar,  $19,851.  The  items  showing  tne  greatest 
decreases  were:  Silver  and  gold  bullion  from  $849,836  to  $423,948; 
copper,  gold,  and  silver  ore,  $243,600  to  $31,049;  scrap  metal,  $77,262 
to  nothing;  and  broom  root,  $96,530  to  $17,936. 

The  articles  of  export  to  the  United  States  during  1907  and  1908 
are  shown  in  the  table  on  page  183. 
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Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Books 

$4,532 

96,530 

2,184 

4,304 

8,051 

15,000 

17,936 

3,897 

1,215 

4,025 

19,328 

14,915 

2,079 

486,169 

18,148 

33,445 

Pecans 

$23,696 
6.792 
44,305 

S36,695 
26,643 

Broom  root 

Sugar. .               

Chili 

1  All  other  articles 

28,150 

Coffee 

Total 

Cotton  waste 

911,429 

734,703 

Diamonds 

Bullion: 

Gold 

Fertilizer 

14,794 
5,535 
332,657 
26,013 
13,348 
77,262 
7,826 
243,600 

3,918,751 

Hats,  palm 

,         Silver 

79,417 
849,836 

18.997 
125, 787 

25.198 

Hides  and  skins 

;         Silverandgold 

'         Silver,  gold,  and  lead. 
:  Returned  American  goods 

423,948 

1  027,163 

Household  effects 

fU.  1A4 

M«tal.  scmp   , 

Oil 

6,666 
31,049 

j            Grand  total 

1,985,466 

6.192,927 

Ore,sUver,gold,and  copper 

! 

MONTEREY. 

By  Consul  Philip  0.  Hanna. 

During  1908  the  city  of  Monterey  and  the  country  tributary  thereto 
felt  the  eflFects  of  the  general  financial  depression  which  appeared  to 
prevail  throughout  northern  Mexico.  The  reduction  of  mining 
operations^  caused  by  declining  prices,  and  the  failure  of  crops,  caused 
by  continuous  drought,  appear  to  have  contributed  very  largely  to 
such  conditions. 

This  depression  was  evidenced  by  an  unusual  faUing  off  in  the 
export  trade  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States.  The  total 
exports,  given  in  United  States  currency,  in  1906  amounted  to 
$15,263,443,  and  in  1907  to  $14,148,011;  while  in  1908  the  exports 
fell  to  $10,854,340,  a  loss  from  1907  of  $3,293,671. 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  imports  from  other  countries  amounted 
to  much  less  than  in  former  years,  probably  on  account  of  the  inabiUty 
of  the  people  to  spend  as  much  money  for  .imported  articles.  How- 
ever, goods  of  American  manufacture  continued  in  popularity,  and 
the  United  States  held  its  former  proportion  of  the  trade.  It  is 
believed  that  of  the  foreign  manuf actured goods  brought  into  Monterey 
85  per  cent  are  of  Amencan  manufacture. 

MEROEB   OF  RAILROADS — IMPROVEMENTS    AND   MINING. 

The  merger  of  all  railroads  entering  this  city  has  been  completed 
and  they  are  now  under  one  general  management,  all  passenger  trains 
entering  and  departing  from  a  new  central  station.  The  passenger 
service  on  all  mam  lines  has  been  greatly  improved  and  the  equipment 
win  compare  favorably  with  that  of  the  best  railroads  in  the  united 
States.  With  four  lines  of  roads  running  to  the  United  States,  and 
another  line  to  Tampico  connecting  with  steamships  for  New  York, 
New  Orleans,  and  Galveston,  Monterey  is  one  of  the  most  conveniently 
located  cities  in  Mexico  for  American  trade. 

In  spite  of  a  prevailing  behef  that  times  were  hard  and  money  scarce, 
there  nave  been  no  bank  failures  and  no  failures  among  commercial 
houses  of  any  considerable  importance.  Improvements  tlnroughout  the 
city  have  been  continued  and  there  were  more  public  and  private 
buildings  erected  than  in  any  other  year  in  the  past  ten.  Tne  city 
has  been  equipped  with  a  first-class  electric-car  system.  The  water- 
works and  sewerage  systems  have  been  completed,  and  when  sewerage 
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connections  are  made  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  city  will  have 
been  greatly  improved.  No  new  industrial  plants  were  established 
in  1908,  but  most  of  the  old  plants  were  improved,  enlarged,  and 
better  equipped.  Nearl^^  all  continued  in  operation  throughout  the 
year.  Tne  steel  plant  is  now  manufacturing  rails  for  some  of  the 
Mexican  railroads. 

While  this  is  not  considered  an  agricultural  district  on  account  of 
the  scarcity  of  water,  it  is  believed  that  by  the  building  of  reservoirs 
in  the  mountain  ^aps,  large  tracts  of  these  lands  can  be  made  highly 
productive.  During  the  rainy  season  the  water  fall  is  plentiful,  and 
the  subject  of  building  reservoirs  is  being  considered  by  many  of  the 
landowners  in  the  State. 

During  the  past  year  mining  operations  were  not  as  active  as 
formerly,  and  on  account  of  depressed  prices  some  of  the  mines 
ceased  to  operate.  It  is  understood  that  there  is  now  more  activity 
in  mining,  especially  in  that  of  calamine  or  zinc  ore. 

EXPORTS   TO   THE    UNITED   STATES. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908,  exclusive 
of  returned  American  goods,  was  $10,828,660,  against  $14,121,155  in 
1907  and  $15,250,477  in  1906.     The  articles  in  1908  were: 


Articles. 


Bones 

CalamiDe,  sine 

Cannabis  indlca 

Fiber,  ixUe 

Furs 

Garlic 

Ouano 

Hair,  horse 

Hides 

Jewelry 

Lead,  argentiferous 
Lead,  bar, refined.. 


Value. 


$1,586 

199,fi90 

1,168 

76,033 

23,110 

3,286 

1,056 

2,090 

211,763 

2,000 

6,840,179 

758,156 


Articles. 


Oranges 

PilonelUo 

Pecans 

Rubber 

Silver,  bar 

Skins 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods 

Grand  total 


Vahie. 


$11,065 

52,949 

2,587 

277,833 

1,860,957 

502,518 

746 


10,828,660 
35,710 


10,864,370 


NOGALES.. 

By  Consul  Samuel  T.  Lee. 

During  1908  perhaps  the  most  important  development  in  this  con- 
sular district  was  the  completion  of  the  Nogales-Cananea  division  of 
the  Cananea,  Rio  Yaqui  and  Pacific  Railway.  This  line  gives  a  new 
outlet  for  the  output  of  the  great  Cananea  mining  fields  and  will  bring 
about  the  profitable  working  of  the  important  Santa  Cruz  minerw 
region,  which  lies  on  the  line  of  the  railway  nearly  midway  between 
Nogales  and  Cananea. 

Financial  depression,  aggravated  at  times  by  the  attitude  of  the 
Yaqui  Indians,  caused  several  mines  to  close  down  entirely  and 
others  to  run  on  short  time.  At  this  writing  (January  31),  however, 
a  feeling  of  renewed  financial  confidence  is  in  evidence,  and  the 
Mexican  officials  and  the  Yaqui  Indians  have  come  to  an  agreement 
that  gives  reasonable  assurance  of  continued  peace. 

Last  July,  after  a  complete  shut  down  lasting  several  months,  the 
largest  mining  corporation  of  this  district  resumed  operations,  and 
for  the  six  months  ended  December  31,  1908,  the  company's  pro- 
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duction  of  metals  was  as  follows:  Copper,  24,128,000  pounds;  silver, 
449,346  ounces;  and  gold,  3,045  ounces. 

FOREIGN    TRADE   OF   THE   DISTRICT. 

While  the  past  year  w^as  generally  quiet  throughout  the  district, 
the  total  of  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  was  $1,240,132,  a- 
gain  of  $303,941  over  the  preceding  year.  At  the  Cananea  agency, 
however,  there  was  a  decrease  of  $3,948,760,  the  total  for  1908  being 
$5,529,732. 

The  value  of  imports  into  Mexico  through  the  port  of  Nogales 
during  1908  amounted  to  $2,507,486,  a  decrease  of  $472,144  when 
compared  with  the  preceding  year.  In  this  trade  the  United  States 
was  the  country  of  origin  for  92.62  per  cent  of  the  total  imports 
against  90.5  per  cent  in  1907.  Mexican  customs  duties  to  the  sum  of 
$815,101  were  collected  in  1908. 

In  the  following  statement  are  shown  the  articles  of  import  passing 
into  Mexico  through  the  port  of  Nogales  in  1908: 


Articles. 


Animal  substances 

Amu  luid  expk»ives 

Chemicals 

Dry  goods 

Machinery,  etc 

Mineral  substances 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of. 


Value. 


$.304,510 
109,722 
124,530 
192,964 
418,763 
718,621 
30,911 


Articles. 


Value. 


Spirits,  wines,  etc 

I  Vegetable  substances 

Vehicles 

I  All  other  articles 

I  Total 


S16,897 
367,605 
128,136 
94,827 


2,507,486 


DECLARED    EXPORTS   TO   THE    UNITED   STATES. 

The  following  detailed  statement  shows  the  declared  value  of  the 
exports  from  Nogales  and  the  Cananea  agency  to  the  United  States 
in  1908: 


Articles. 


Value. 


Articles. 


Value. 


NOGAXE8. 

Bullion: 

Gold 

SUver 

Cattle 

Concentrates: 

Gold 

Silver 

Gold: 

Cyanides 

Plaoer 

Graphite 

Hides 

Ore: 

§2?ir::::::::::::::: 

Lead 

silver 

Slag.eold 

Salptudes,  silver 

All  other  articles 


Total.. 


Bullion: 


'^:: 


Gold,  copper,  and  silver.. 

Silver 

Other 


1812,377 
100,624 
37,110 

7,505 
31,709 

10,056 

24,358 

1,404 

2,318 

13,722 
27,499 
1,413 
154,483 
3,659 
5,229 
6,666 


.1     1,240,132 


1,504, 1&3 

14,038 

1,014,474 

30,091 

315 


CANANEA— continued. 

Cattle 

Concentrates: 

Copper 

Copper  and  silver 

Gold  and  silver 

Silver 

Silver  and  lead 

Copper  matte 

Hides 

Ore: 

Copper 

Copper,  gold,  and  lead 

Copper  and  silver 

Gola  and  silver 

Gold,  silver,  and  lead 

Thread,  copper,  and  silver 

Sliver 

Silver  and  lead 

Potatoes 

Sulphides,  sliver 

A 11  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods  for  district 

Grand  total 


Sl46,7e5 

262,128 
864,067 
51,352 
5,921 
4,162 
102,650 
42,571 

166,607 

9,765 

51.535 

762,432 

301,199 

24,748 

51,089 

85,484 

12,375 

13,868 

18,095 

5,529,732 


216.200 


6,986,064 
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Extensive  railroad  building  along  the  western  coast  of  Mexico, 
which  will  soon  complete  a  trunk  line  to  Mexico  City,  was  an  impor- 
tant feature  of  activity  during  the  year.  The  completion  of  this 
route  will  increase  still  further  the  importance  of  Nogaies  as  a  frontier 
port,  and  add  greatly  to  its  prominence  as  the  natural  gateway  from 
the  United  States  into  the  rich  region  of  northwestern  and  western 
Mexico. 

NUBVO  LAREDO, 

By  Consul  Alonzo  B.  Garrbtt. 

Notwithstanding  the  general  depression  of  1908,  Nuevo  Laredo 
and  its  immediate  vicinity  were  lairlj  prosperous,  the  volume  of 
business  exceeding  that  of  1907.  This  rise  in  business  activity  is 
the  result  of  the  mvestment  of  idle  capital,  and  many  new  enter- 

[)rises  will  be  inaugurated  during  1909,  among  which  are  the  instal- 
ation  of  a  complete  sewerage  system  for  the  city  and  the  construc- 
tion of  a  boulevard  1,000  meters  (meter =39.37  inches)  in  length  to 
extend  from  the  custom-house  to  the  race  track.  This  driveway 
will  be  30  meters  wide  and  will  be  paved  with  asphalt.  A  company 
is  also  being  organized  with  a  capital  of  $60,000  Mexican  currency 
to  erect  an  electric  light  and  power  plant.  The  Mexican  National 
Railroad  machine  shops  recently  established  are  now  in  operation, 
giving  employment  to  more  than  200  skilled  laborers,  and  many  new 
buildmgs  are  being  erected  to  accommodate  the  workmen  who  are 
coming  from  a  distance.  A  concession  has  been  granted  and  the 
land  acquired  for  an  up-to-date  race  track,  and  a  steel  hippodrome 
will  be  built  with  a  seating  capacity  of  10,000. 

Two  fiber  machines  have  been  installed  near  Lampazos  in  this 
consular  district  for  the  extraction  of  fiber  from  the  pita  plant.  The 
product  finds  a  ready  market,  as  the  fiber  is  very  strong  and  suitable 
for  the  manufacture  of  rope  and  many  other  fibrous  articles.  As 
thousands  of  acres  of  this  plant  grow  wild  in  this  vicinity,  it  is 
probable  that  more  machinery  of  this  kind  will  be  installed  in  the 
near  future. 

TRADE   WITH   THE   UNITED    STATES. 

The  imports  into  Nuevo  Laredo  in  1908  were  valued  at  $466,283, 
against  $263,416  in  1907.  Of  this  amount  the  United  States  fur- 
nished articles  worth  $457,250,  against  $210,722  in  1907,  and  all 
other  countries  articles  valued  at  $9,033,  against  $52,694  in  1907. 
The  imports,  by  articles,  from  the  United  States  in  1908  were  as 
follows: 


Articles. 


Braadstufls: 

Com 

Wheat.. 

Oottte 

Drugs 

Hardware. . . 

loe 

Lumber 

Oil,  kerosene. 


Value. 


$75,000 
268,720 
36,000 
15,000 
10,000 
1,450 
20,080 
6,000 


Articles. 


Potatoes.... 
Provisions: 

Bacon... 

I4urd.... 
Stationery.. 
Sugar 

TotaL 


Value. 


$6,000 

2,000 
20,000 
3,000 
6,000 


457,250 
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The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908  was 
S86,642,  a  decrease  of  $66,743  from  the  previous  year.  The  articles 
were: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Bran 

H849 

46,647 

483 

613 

734 

8,287 

1,195 

15,523 

781 

Ixtle 

$435 

Calamine 

Opals 

908 

Ohm 

OrAtiffPft .    . 

680 

Curios 

W  ood .  cord 

2,896 

Drawn  work 

All  other  articles 

2,621 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cattle 

Total 

86,642 

Deer 

Ooat 

Other 

There  was  a  decrease  of  $37,089  and  $12,245  in  the  exports  of 
calamine  and  hides  and  skins,  respectively,  for  1908. 

PROGRESO, 

By  Consul  Edward  H.  Thompson. 

The  State  of  Yucatan  is  a  land  almost  of  a  single  product,  sisal 
fiber,  and  of  the  exports  of  this  product,  amounting  in  1907  to  over 
$18,000,000  gold,  over  90  per  cent  was  taken  by  the  United  States, 
which  also  furnished  over  60  per  cent  of  the  foreim  articles  imported. 
It  is  therefore  reasonably  clear  that  anjthing  affecting  that  product 
must  affect  the  commercial  and  financial  interests  of  the  State,  and 
directly  affect  the  interests  of  American  merchants  and  manufac- 
turers. 

The  year  1908  was  a  fateful  period  for  the  commerce  and  finances 
of  Yucatan.  There  was  formerly  very  current  in  Yucatan  the  terse 
aphorism,  '^El  comerciante  vive  rico  y  muere  pobre,  el  hacendado 
Vive  pobre  y  muere  rico,"  which  means  that  the  merchant  lives  like 
a  rich  man  and  dies  a  poor  one,  the  planter  lives  like  a  poor  man  and 
dies  a  rich  one.  Previous  to  the  Spanish-American  war  this  apho- 
rism was,  in  the  prevailing  condition  of  things,  particularly  applica- 
ble.    Since  then  it  has  lost  its  force. 

During  and  even  before  the  war  the  supply  of  the  Philippine  fiber, 
the  so-called  manila  hemp,  was  cut  short,  which  made  imperative  the 
use  of  the  Yucatan  fiber,  the  so-called  sisal  hemp.  The  price  of  the 
latter  rose  by  leaps  and  bounds  until  it  reached  $5  Mexican  for  every 
25  pounds  of  commercial  fiber.  At  these  figures  the  gross  profit  to 
the  planter  was  enormous.  The  high  price  received  brought  about 
gooa  prices  for  merchandise  and  correspondingly  better  wages  for 
labor  of  all  kinds.  Merchants  and  clerks,  artisans  and  laborers,  all 
made  money.  During  this  period,  when  money  was  to  be  had  seem- 
ingly for  the  asking,  the  usurious  money  lender  did  a  most  thriving 
busmess,  and  the  sudden  demands  for  ready  monev  were  as  insistent 
and  sharp  as  during  the  times  when  it  was  really  needed  and  the 
supply  meager.     Rates  of  interest,  too,  were  exorbitantly  high. 

DECLINE    IN   PRICE    OF   SISAL   FIBER. 

The  war  ended,  and  peace  in  the  Philippines  having  been  secured, 
large  quantities  of  manila  fiber  came  into  American  ports,  causing  a 
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decrease  in  the  demand  for  the  Yucatan  article.  Sisal  fiber  from 
Yucatan  and  manila  fiber  from  the  Philippines  continued  to  be 
shipped  into  American  markets  until  the  prices  of  both,  in  accordance 
witn  the  inexorable  law  of  supply  and  demand,  commenced  to  decline. 
The  slow,  steady  falling  of  prices  continued,  and  the  planters  became 
concerned  and  finally  dismayed.     One  plan  after  another  to  keep  up 

g rices  was  tried  and  failed,  and  at  last  resort  was  had  t(T  combination, 
hambers  of  commerce  and  agriculture  were  organized,  and  able 
men  with  full  power  put  in  as  oflBcials.  Good  service  was  done  by 
the  Camara  Agricola,  and  all  means  that  could  be  used  were  invoked, 
but  competition  from  Manila  was  too  strong  and  still  the  price  of 
fiber  went  down. 

Although  the  price  of  fiber  is  not  yet  what  the  planters  think  it 
should  be,  retrenchment  and  economv  are  being  practiced,  and  if 
the  promised  results  are  realized  in  the  practical  utilization  of  the 
refuse,  the  prosperity  of  the  State  will  be  restored  at  no  distant  day. 
A  great  portion  of  the  individual  indebtedness  that  has  hung  over 
the  people  has  almost  passed  away,  and  more  are  free  from  debt 
to-day  than  there  have  been  for  the  last  decade.  The  State  is  free 
from  debt,  and  has  over  $500,000  Mexican  on  deposit  in  the  local 
banks.  The  city  of  Merida  has  been  wonderfully  improved,  and  a 
costly  system  of  paving  and  drainage  practically  completed. 

GOOD   CORN    CROP — EXPORTS   TO   THE    UNITED   STATES. 

The  fears  of  a  general  disaster  from  the  locusts  have  passed  away 
for  this  season  at  least,  and  the  abundant  corn  crop  is  safely  gathered 
and  stored.  Other  than  the  sisal,  no  one  crop  is  so  absolute^  neces- 
sary to  the  prosperity  of  Yucatan  as  that  oi  maize  or  Indian  com. 
It  IS  the  basic  food  of  the  rich  and  poor  alike,  and  the  abundant  crop 
of  this  season  will  not  only  bring  a  long-needed  plenty  to  the  homes 
of  the  humble  laborers,  but  will  save  the  State  a  very  large  sum 
hitherto  expended  on  the  imported  Indian  corn  brought  in  to  supply 
the  deficiencies  of  the  home  crop. 

The  shipments  of  henequen  fiber  from  Yucatan  to  all  countries  in 
1908  amounted  to  652,498  bales,  against  611,845  bales  in  1907  and 
599,568  bales  in  1906.  On  January  1,  1909,  there  were  said  to  be 
34,500  bales  of  henequen  fiber  in  the  storage  warehouses  of  Progreso. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  Progreso  to  the  United  States 
was  $11,425,587  in  1908,  $17,806,546  in  1907,  and  $20,358,508  in  1906. 
The  articles  in  1908  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Bristles 

Chicle 

Quano 

Hides  and  skins. 

Machinery 

Metal 

Plumes,  heron . 


Sisal  grass 11.128,366 


Value. 


$2,771 

135,599 

655 

151.091 

1,250 

759 

1,021 


Articles. 


Sponges 

Wood: 

Cedar 

Logwood 

All  other  articles 

Total 


Value. 


$668 

1,140 

852 

1,425 


11,425,587 
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SALINA  CRUZ, 

By  Consul  C.  Ludlow  Livingston. 

Salina  Cruz  owes  its  commercial  importance  to  its  position  as  the 
Pacific  terminal  of  the  Tehuantepec  National  Railway  which  crosses 
the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec  from  Puerto  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  a 
distance  of  190  miles.  The  Government  of  Mexico  has  spent  in 
round  numbers  $40,000,000  gold  in  building  the  two  ports  and  the 
terminals  and  the  rebuilding  of  the  railway. 

The  principal  traffic  of  this  trans-Isthmian  railway  is  the  trans- 
shipping of  Hawaiian  sugar  to  Philadelphia.  The  vessels  of  the 
American-Hawaiian  Steamship  Company  are  model  freighters  and  a 
credit  to  the  American  merchant  marine.  The  volume  of  miscel- 
laneous freight  carried  from  New  York  to  San  Francisco  by  this 
route  is  increasing  and  will  in  a  short  time  equal  the  sugar  tonnage 
carried  eastward. 

During  the  past  year  the  Central  American  coflFee  crop  was  largely 
diverted  to  the  Tehuantepec  route,  the  Kosmos  Line  bringing  the 
bulk  of  it  to  Salina  Cruz  for  transshipment  to  Hamburg. 

BUILDING   OF   PORT   WORKS. 

In  spite  of  the  immense  sums  spent  in  the  building  of  the  port  works 
at  Salma  Cruz  there  is  still  much  to  be  done  before  the  port  is  in 
shape  to  handle  with  economy  and  dispatch  the  freight  arriving  dur- 
ing the  sugar  and  coffee  season.  There  appears,  however,  little  pros- 
pect that  the  Mexican  Government  will  spend  any  more  money,  even 
to  cany  out  the  plans  already  made.  Any  further  extensions  of  dock- 
ing facilities  will  therefore  have  to  be  undertaken  by  the  railroad 
company.  There  is  room  now  for  the  docking  of  6  ships  and  the 
plans  contemplate  the  dredging  of  the  inner  harbor  to  twice  its  pres- 
ent size  to  provide  berths  for  12  more  vessels. 

The  terminals  are  well  equipped  with  traveling  electric  cranes  for 
handling  cargo,  but  there  is  necessarily  much  breakage  and  unavoid- 
able delay  in  the  loading  and  unloading  which  will  be  a  handicap  to 
this  route  as  a  competitor  with  the  canal  route. 

With  the  development  of  the  Pan-American  Railway  the  coffee  now 
being  carried  by  tne  Kosmos  Line  to  Salina  Cruz  should  divert  to  the 
Pan-American  and  over  the  Tehuantepec  Railway  to  Puerto,  thus 
eliminating  one  handling. 

During  1908,  161  vessels  touched  at  Salina  Cruz,  with  a  total  gross 
registered  tonnage  of  540,838  tons,  divided  according  to  country  as 
foUows:  Mexican,  53  vessels  of  48,086  tons;  American,  65  of  344,514 
tons;  German^  28  of  104,871  tons;  and  English,  15  of  43,367  tons; 
total,  540,838  tons. 

At  Puerto  (Coatzacoalcos)  for  the  same  period  the  number  of  ves- 
sels was  293,  with  a  total  of  638,032  tons,  against  246  vessels  of  379,034 
tons  for  1907. 

The  Tehuantepec  National  Railway  during  1908  carried  480,000 
tons  of  merchandise.  The  dry  dock,  recently  completed,  has  been 
put  into  commission,  though  the  approach  thereto  has  not  yet  been 
dredged  to  a  sufficient  depth  to  allow  entrance  of  deep-draft  ships. 
It  is  660  feet  in  length  and  70  feet  wide,  and  the  draft  at  low  water  Lg 
30  feet. 
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AMERICANS   MAKING  PURCHASES  OP   LAND — FOREIGN   TRADE. 

During  1908  promoters  were  busy  in  selling  several  tracts  of  land  on 
the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec  to  American  farmers.  One  company- 
has  run  monthly  excursions  to  the  isthmus  and  has  disposed  of  aoout 
70,000  acres  of  jungle  in  small  plats.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  majority 
of  these  colonists  have  foreseen  the  difficulties  they  will  encounter, 
including  the  expense  of  clearing  the  land,  and  more  especially  of 
keeping  it  clear,  the  delay  in  returns,  the  high  prices  they  will  have 
to  pay  for  marketing  their  products,  and  the  climate.  If,  however, 
the  farmer  haa  sufficient  capital  to  carry  him  along  for  five  years,  and 
if  he  uses  judgment  in  the  selection  of  nis  land  and  in  planting  it,  he 
should  do  welL  Native  or  Chinese  labor  can  be  secured.  Sugar  cane, 
coffee,  citrus  fruits,  cacao,  and  bananas  should  prove  profitable 
crops.  Some  parts  of  the  isthmus  are  well  adapted  to  rice  growing. 
Adjacent  to  the  line  of  the  Pan-American  Railway,  through  tne  State 
of  Chiapas,  are  large  tracts  of  land  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of 
rubber,  coffee,  and  cotton. 

The  imports  into  Salina  Cruz  for  1908  were  valued  at  $134,478  and 
the  exports  therefrom  $98,036.  The  countries  participating  in  this 
trade  and  the  share  of  each  were  as  follows: 


Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

United  States 

$42,130 

025 

9,739 

1,864 

4,618 

20 

139,498 

2,764 

295 

15,826 

Salvador 

$12,870 
67,909 
4,403 

$15,707 

Canada 

1  United  Kingdom 

China 

All  other  countries 

11,299 

'           Total 

Japan 

134,478 

98,036 

Peru 

12,647 

The  imports  consisted  chiefljr  of  groceries,  provisions,  oil,  liquors, 
furniture,  and  machinery,  while  tM  principal  exports  were  coffee, 
hard  woods,  hene(juen,  and  palm  hats.  The  fact  that  the  United 
Kingdom  leads  in  imports  is  due  to  the  building  of  the  port  works 
by  an  English  contractor,  who  purchased  his  macninery  and  supplies 
in  that  country. 

SALTILIiO. 

By  CoNSXHi  Thomas  W.  Voetter. 

The  Saltillo  consular  district,  lying  principally  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  State  of  Coahuila,  is  in  a  section  of  Mexico  noted  for  its  agri- 
cultural development.  The  climate  in  the  valleys  among  the  moun- 
tains in  the  eastern  part  of  this  district  is  adapted  to  the  growing  of 
wheat  as  well  as  other  cereals,  and  other  parts  of  Mexico  have  been 
supplied  wath  wheat  from  this  section.  In  the  western  part  of  the 
district  lie  great  plains  which  were  probably  in  times  past  bottoms  of 
lakes.  The  soil  there  is  very  fertile  and  cotton  ^ro's^nng  has  been 
established  on  a  great  scale,  with  attendant  industnes,  sucn  as  cotton 
mills  and  soap  factories.  These  industries,  however,  are  located  just 
outside  of  this  consular  district  and  are  along  the  line  of  the  Mexican 
Central  Railway. 

The  water  from  the  Nazas  River  coming  from  the  west  has  been 
used  to  irrigate  these  cotton  lands.    With  an  average  rainfall  at  the 
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headwaters  of  this  river  and  in  the  cotton-growing  district  a  crop  of 
over  120,000  bales  is  frequent.  The  year  1908,  as  well  as  the  preced- 
ing year,  was  very  dry  and  the  cotton  did  not  receive  siimcient 
moisture,  with  the  result  that  not  over  10,000  bales  were  picked. 
The  drought  extended  over  the  entire  district,  and  the  wheat  crop 
also  was  Smost  a  total  failure.  There  was  a  lack  of  rain  in  the  late 
autumn  and  winter  months  of  1908,  w^th  the  result  that  no  wheat 
was  sown  for  the  1909  crop  around  Saltillo. 

The  low  prices  of  copper,  lead,  silver,  and  zinc  prevalent  during  the 
year  did  not  encourage  great  activity  in  mining.  The  copper  smelter 
at  Concepcion  del  Oro  and  the  silver-lead  smelter  at  Saltulo  were  in 
operation  the  entire  year,  and  improvements  were  made  at  both 
plants,  but  only  the  better  or  richer  ores  could  be  treated  with  profit 
at  the  prices  received  for  the  metals. 

RUBBER  SHIPMENTS — IXTLE  FIBER^IMPORTS. 

One  industry,  the  output  of  which  was  not  curtailed  during  the 
year,  was  the  extraction  of  crude  rubber  from  the  guayule  plant.  In 
this  field  the  facilities  were  enlarged,  and  improved  processes  were 
put  into  operation,  so  that  the  value  of  the  product  increased  greatly 
auring  the  year.  The  exports  of  rubber  to  the  United  States  pro- 
duced by  the  estabhshments  at  Saltillo  and  Parras  increased  from 
$742,000  in  1907  to  $1,266,000  in  1908,  or  more  than  70  per  cent. 
The  rubber  shipments  have  grown  so  that  they  now  amount  to  more 
than  50  per  cent  of  the  exports  from  this  district  to  the  United  States. 
Much  or  the  rubber  is  also  exported  to  Germany. 

On  account  of  the  depression  in  the  United  States  during  1908  the 
exports  of  ixtle  showed  a  decrease  from  $522,000  in  1907  to  $344,000 
in  1908.  The  prices  for  this  fiber  had  decreased  so  that  it  became 
unprofitable  to  prepare  and  ship  it.  Before  the  development  of  the 
mines  and  of  tne  rubber  industry,  ixtle  and  goatskms  were  the 
articles  most  exported. 

These  unfavorable  conditions  combined  to  lessen  the  incomes,  and 
consequently  the  expenditures,  of  the  majority  of  the  population  of 
the  district,  and  the  consumption  of  foreign  and  native  articles  was 
less.  The  amoimt  of  articles  imported  into  this  district  can  not  be 
ascertained,  it  being  an  interior  district,  but  the  testimony  of  the 
merchants  is  that  sales  of  merchandise  were  less  than  in  previous 
years. 

A  large  reservoir  to  impoimd  the  waters  of  the  Nazas  River  is  pro- 
jected, and  engineers  were  at  work  during  the  year  searching  for  the 
proper  site  upon  which  to  erect  the  dam.  The  work  will  probably 
be  erected  near  San  Fernandez,  in  the  State  of  Durango,  providing 
the  engineers  find  the  proper  sort  of  foundation.  The  completion  of 
this  reservoir  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  cotton  growers  in  the 
western  part  of  this  distnct,  as  they  will  be  assured  of  ample  water 
for  irrigation  when  it  is  necessary. 

RAILWAY   EXTENSIONS. 

The  only  extension  of  railroads  during  the  year  was  the  building 
of  a  few  miles  of  2-foot  gauge  track  from  Avalos  station  of  the  Coa- 
huila  and  Zacatecas  Kauway  toward  some  zinc  mines  to  the  south- 
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west.  A  number  of  cableways  were  erected  at  the  more  important 
mines  to  facilitate  the  shipment  of  ores.  The  railway  mentioned 
and  some  of  the  cableways  will  be  ready  for  operation  in  1909. 

During  the  year  a  railroad  was  projected  to  extend  from  Monclova 
in  this  district  to  Chihuahua,  Chihuahua,  a  distance  of  about  370 
miles.  The  promoters  of  the  road  are  interested  in  the  coal  mining 
industry  of  Coahuila,  and  one  of  the  main  objects  of  the  road  is  to 
afford  a  cheap  means  of  transportation  for  this  coal  from  the  mines 
to  supply  the  smelting  industries  in  Chihuahua.  The  road  will  pass  by 
rich  iron  and  salt  deposits  and  through  extensive  sections  of  coimtry 
which  may  be  adapted  to  agriculture  oy  some  method  of  dry  farming, 
but  which  are  now  used  for  cattle  ranges  only.  Many  opportunities 
for  trade  development  will  be  opened  when  this  road  is  built,  for  it 
will  traverse  a  territory  now  distant  from  railways.  The  one  draw- 
back to  settlement  is  the  fact  that  the  land  is  held  in  very  large 
estates  and  it  will  be  difficult  to  obtain  small  ranches  for  develop- 
ment by  individuals. 

AMERICAN   GOODS   POPULAR — ^DECLARED   EXPORTS. 

On  account  of  the  nearness  of  this  district  to  the  United  States 
there  is  much  travel  back  and  forth.  Many  people  from  Texas  spend 
the  summer  months  in  the  highlands  of  Coanuila,  and  Mexicans  fre- 
quently visit  the  cities  of  Texas.  Many  children  from  this  district 
also  attend  schools  in  the  United  States.  On  this  account  articles  of 
American  manufacture  are  well  and  favorably  known  in  the  cities 
in  this  part  of  Mexico.  Many  Unes  of  American  goods  are  kept  in 
stock  in  the  various  business  houses,  and  alongside  the  American  goods 
are  frequently  found  imitations  made  in  Germany,  Italy,  France,  and 
Great  Britain,  which  the  merchant  can  buy  at  lower  prices  or,  what 
is  almost  the  equivalent,  on  better  terms.  It  seems  that  American 
merchandise  should  be  sold  at  such  prices  and  on  sucb  terms  as  to 
keep  out  other  competing  lines. 

The  declared  value  or  the  exports  from  Saltillo  to  the  United 
States  during  1908,  exclusive  of  returned  American  goods,  was 
$2,184,717,  against  $1,751,525  in  1907.  The  articles  for  1908  and 
their  values  were : 


Articles.  i     Value,     il  Articles.  l     Vahie. 


Calamine I     $154,804  i   Turquoise  matrix I  $998 

Guayule,  shrub i         13,h84     All  other  articles 261 

Hair 7.003  1 


Hides,  cattle '  G05  i  Total '      2,184,717 

Household  effects '  3. 814  r  Returned  American  goods 1, 716 


Ixtle 344,941 

Rubber,  guayule I  1, 260, 873 

Skins:  I 

Goat 390,745 

other 789 


Grand  total 2,186.433 


SAN  LUIS  POTOSI. 

By  Consul  Geo.  A.  Buckun,  Jr. 


The  consular  district  of  San  Luis  Potosi  comprises  the  State  of  San 
Luis  Potosi,  which  has  an  area  of  25,316  square  miles,  and  a  popula- 
tion of  about  590,000.    The  only  city  of  importance  in  the  distnct  i^ 
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San  Luis  Potosi,  which  has  a  population  of  70^000.  Other  places  of 
interest  as  centers  of  mining  are  Matehuala  with  13,000  population, 
Catorce  with  10,000,  Cedral  with  6,000,  all  in  the  northern,  moim- 
tainous  portion  of  the  district,  while  Rio  Verde,  an  agricultural 
center,  with  a  population  of  7,000,  is  located  in  the  southeastern 
comer  of  the  district. 

This  district  is  located  on  what  are  known  as  the  highlands  of  Mexico, 
in  abnost  the  center  of  the  Republic.  A  short  distance  north  of  the 
city  of  San  Luis  Potosi  bejgins  a  region  almost  a  desert,  which  extends 

1>ractically  to  the  north  line  of  the  RepubUc.  To  the  south  the  val- 
ey  is  more  fertile  and  numerous  haciendas  devote  considerable 
attention  to  agriculture. 

MINING  OPERATIONS— CATTLE   RAISING. 

Mining  is  of  first  importance.  Some  of  the  oldest  silver  mines  of 
the  RepubUc  are  foimd  near  this  city  and  around  the  towns  of  Char- 
cas,  Catorce,  and  Matehuala,  while  numerous  new  mines  have  been 
opened  up  in  these  regions  and  around  SaUnas,  in  the  western  part  of 
the  State.  Gold  is  foimd  in  more  or  less  important  quantities  with 
the  silver.  Lead,  zinc,  copper,  and  antimony  are  also  extensively 
mined.  A  large  amoimt  of  American  and  English  as  well  as  some 
Grerman  capital  is  invested  in  these  mining  operations. 

Farming  and  stock  raising,  the  former  in  sufficiently  watered 
regions,  the  latter  also  in  semidesert  country,  are  given  considerable 
attention.  Com,  frijoles  (brown  beans),  and,  where  water  is  abim- 
dant,  sugar  cane  make  up  the  most  important  crops.  Alfalfa  is 
increasing  in  importance  as  a  feed.     The  planting  of  the  maguey 

Slant,  from  which  pulaue  is  drawn,  which  is  used  as  an  intoxicating 
rink,  is  extensive,  and  the  per  capita  consumption  of  the  drink  is 
large.  Stock  raising  is  concerned  chiefly  with  the  raising  of  goats, 
which  graze  in  the  broken  and  moimtainous  regions,  and  the  export 
of  skins  is  large.  The  cattle  raised  are  mostly  inferior,  but  attention 
is  being  turned  to  better  breeds,  as  is  shown  by  frequent  importa- 
tions oi  fine  stock  from  the  United  States.  Burros  are  more  numer- 
ous than  horses  or  mules,  as  these  pack  animals  stiU  furnish  the  chief 
means  of  transportation  between  the  cities  and  railroads  on  the  one 
hand,  and  outlying  towns,  haciendas,  and  mines  on  the  other.  The 
profitable  use  of  horses,  mules,  and  vehicles  would  necessitate  the 
Duilding  of  expensive  roads,  which  with  the  present  population  would 
not  be  economical.  The  raising  of  sheep  and  hogs  is  given  com- 
paratively Uttle  attention. 

INDUSTRIES — AMERICAN  MACHINERY  AND  TOOLS. 

The  manufacturing  industries^  of  this  district  are  imimportant. 
The  greatest  success  met  with  is  in  textiles,  such  as  plain  cotton  and 
woolen  goods,  blankets,  etc.,  the  output  of  which  does  not  nearly 
meet  the  demand.^  Attempts  have^  been  made  to  manufacture 
linen,  shoes,  and  nails,  and  to  can  fruit,  but  with  indifferent  success. 
The  difficulty  seems  to  have  been  in  securing  skilled  labor  at  reason- 
able rates;  m  finding  suitable  materials,  as  in  the  manufacture  of 
shoes;  in  the  cost  of  fuel,  there  being  no  natural  motive  power  avail- 
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able;  and  in  finding  a  sufficiently  extensive  market  for  such  articles 
when  manufactured  in  large  quantities. 

In  the  population  of  690,000  inhabiting  this  State  it  is  estimated 
that  not  more  than  10  per  cent  demand  more  than  the  actual  neces- 
sities of  life,  and  this  condition  holds  true  in  the  main  with  the 
entire  RepubUc.  But  the  brightest  outlook  is  held  forth  in  the  fact 
that  the  poorer  classes,  who  nave  Uved  heretofore  in  the  simplest 
manner,  are  acquiring  a  taste  for  added  comforts  and  conveniences, 
and  are  rapidly  creating  a  demand  for  all  of  the  various  manufactures 
of  the  United  States. 

Statistics  showing  the  amount  of  imports  into  this  district  are  not 
available.  This  city  being  a  large  distributing  center,  the  wholesale 
trade  is  much  more  important  than  the  retail  with  most  of  the  import- 
ing firms.  Merchants  import  from  the  sources  where  the  goods  can 
be  bought  cheapest,  and  prejudice  or  old  trade  connections  do  not 
long  stand  in  tne  way  when  better  terms  are  oflFered.  Imports  of 
farm  machinery,  thrashers,  engines,  and  fencing  material  or  barbed 
or  woven  wire  come  from  the  United  States.  Germany  furnishes  most 
of  the  hardware  and  shelf  goods,  though  edged  tools  and  specialties 
of  the  best  quality  are  supplied  by  the  United  States.  Typewriters, 
adding  machines,  and  sewing  machines  of  American  maKe  are  pre- 
ferred, although  Germany  is  endeavoring  to  sell  these  articles  at  much 
lower  prices.  In  one  store  I  saw  a  whole  stock  of  screws  of  French 
make  that  was  being  replaced  by  American  goods  on  account  of  the 
latter's  superiority. 

CHARACTER  AND  SOURCES  OF   IMPORTS. 

Dry^oods  stores  receive  their  suppUes  almost  entirely  from  Eng- 
land, France,  and  Germany,  and  are  usually  in  the  hands  of  French- 
men or  Spaniards.  Canned  goods,  meats,  biscuits,  etc..  are  supplied 
by  the  United  States,  England,  ana  Germany,  with  a  balance  in  ravor 
or  the  United  States  on  account  of  its  proximity.  The  su^ar  and 
most  of  the  flour  used  here  are  produced  at  home,  though  m  some 
seasons  wheat  is  imported  from  the  United  States  and  Canada  and 
ground  at  the  local  mills.  A  great  deal  of  grain  is  also  groimd  here 
which  goes  to  supply  other  parts  of  the  Republic. 

Large  Quantities  of  shoes  of  the  cheaper  kind  are  made  by  local 
cobblers,  but  the  better  grades  are  imported  from  the  United  States 
and  are  held  in  hi^h  esteem,  as  are  also  miners'  boots^  of  which  a 
considerable  quantity  is  sold.  However,  by  far  the  greater  part  of 
the  population  wears  guaraches,  rough  sandals  made  of  thick  pieces 
of  leather  as  soles,  secured  to  the  feet  with  thongs. 

Imported  men's  hats  come  principally  from  England  and  the 
United  States,  though  the  native  Mexican  hat  is  largely  in  the 
majority.  The  shawl  as  a  headdress  for  women  is  gradually  giving 
place  to  the  fashionable  hat,  and  large  numbers  of  trimmed  as  well  as 
untrimmed  hats  are  being  brought  m  from  the  United  States.  Col- 
lars, cuffs,  and  all  linen  goods  come  largely  from  England;  hosiery 
and  underwear  from  Germany;  ironstone  and  china  ware  from 
France  and  England ;  and  toys  from  Germany.  In  general,  it  may 
be  said  that  all  other  countries  undersell  the  United  States,  but  the 
latter  holds  an  advantage  in  quickness  of  communication  and  delivery. 
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It  would  appear  that  in  almost  all  lines  the  American  manufacturer 
could  compete  also  in  price,  but  it  is  the  opinion  among  merchants 
here  that  he  prefers  ratner  to  content  himseli  with  a  large  home  mai^ 
kety  where  high  prices  can  be  secured,  than  to  attempt  competition 
with  other  nations  in  a  foreign  market. 


DECLARED   EXPORTS. 


The  following  table  of  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  during 
1907  and  1908  may  be  considered  fairly  representative  of  the  exports 
of  this  region  to  all  countries: 


Articles. 


Bones 

BoUion: 

Base 1 

Copper 

Chili  pepper 

Fiber,  Utle. 

Garlic 

Hair,  horse  and  cattle 

mdfls 

Hooaehold  goods 

Nuts,  pecan 


1907. 

1908. 

$867 

$1,268 

2,141,640 

2,109,109 

303,186 

238,308 

75,404 

77,660 

254,580 

109,506 

718 

1,070 

9,529 

2,800 

3,470 

15,329 

5,304 

165 

2,133 

7,861 

Articles. 


Oranges 

Ore,  antimony,  and  cala- 
mine  

Rubber,  crude 

Skins,  goat 

Ail  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods. . 

Orand  total 


1907. 


$15,239 

21,284 

93,406 

185.652 

14,373 


3,126,794 
5,062 


3,131,856 


1906. 


$14,342 

2,m 

193,968 

233,345 

924 


3,007,916 
4,273 


3,012,180 


More  than  two-thirds  of  the  total  exports  is  made  up  of  mineral  prod- 
ucts, and  base  bullion  alone  amounts  to  more  than  12,000,000.  This 
export  is  in  the  form  of  ingots  of  silver,  gold,  and  lead  smelted  from  ore 
taken  from  the  mines  of  this  and  the  surroimding  States.  There  is  also 
a  large  export  of  copper  bullion.    Next  in  order  of  importance  are 

foatskins,  the  exports  of  which  to  the  United  States  a^regate 
200,000  to  $300,000  annually.  The  exports  of  crude  rubber  ex- 
tracted from  the  guayule  plant  amount  to  about  $200,000  yearly. 
Ixtle  fiber  is  sent  to  the  United  States  to  the  value  of  $100,000  to 
$150,000  each  year.  Chili  pepper  is  also  an  important  item  of  ex- 
port, amounting  annually  to  fi-om  $50,000  to  $100,000.  The  exports 
are  chiefly  raw  materials  and  not  finished  products,  with  the  exception 
of  a  small  amount  of  Mexican  pottery,  metates,  etc.  England  and 
Germany  also  get  a  large  volume  of  exports  from  this  State.  San  Luis 
Potosi  has  a  great  number  of  commission  houses  which  engage  in 
export  and  import  trade  with  alj  parts  of  the  world. 

TAMPICO. 

By  Consul  P.  Merrill  Griffith. 

Tampico  is  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Panuco,  6  miles  from 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  in  the  State  of  Tamaulipas.  Its  natural  maritime 
and  inland  advantages,  together  with  the  expenditure  of  several  miUion 
dollars  in  dred^ng,  buildmg  jetties,  and  in  the  construction  of  one  of 
the  most  practical  and  convenient  custom-houses  and  wharves  in  the 
world,  have  converted  it  into  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  im- 
portant shipping  and  distributing  ports  in  Latin  America. 

The  custom-house,  completed  a  few  years  ago  at  a  cost  of  over 
$2,000,000^*is  1,000  feet  in  length  constructed  entirely  of  stone,  red 
pressed  bnck,  and  steel,  and  is  absolutely  fireproof.  It  is  equipped 
with  all  noiodem  appliances  for  handling  freight  and  cargo. 
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The  port  of  Tampico  is  famous  on  account  of  its  excellent  natural 
harbor.  The  newly  constructed  wharf  which  adjoins  the  custom- 
house has  become  famous  through  its  excellent  construction  and 
equipment.  It  is  500  meters  in  length,  16  meters  wide,  and  2* 
meters  above  the  water  at  normal  tide.  It  is  constructed  of  steel  and 
concrete,  the  only  wood  used  being  the  decking  and  fender  timbers. 
The  rails  for  railroad  cars  are  of  75-pound  steel,  the  track  on  top  of 
the  wharf  bein§  laid  8  feet  from  the  edge,  which  allows  the  handling 
of  heavy  machmery  direct  from  the  snips  to  the  cars.  The  depth 
of  the  water  alongside  the  wharf  throughout  its  entire  length  is  23  feet. 
The  cost  of  construction  was  $3,400,000  Mexican  money.  The 
Panuco  River  in  front  of  the  wharf  ana  custom-house  is  350  to  400 
yards  wide  and  50  feet  deep  in  the  channel.  The  Grovemment  has 
recentlv  arranged  to  do  considerable  dredging  at  the  wharf  and 
througnout  the  course  of  the  river  where  necessary. 

The  jetties,  which  extend  far  out  into  the  Gulf,  are  composed  of 
irregular  blocks  of  stone,  and  were  built  at  a  cost  of  over  $1,500,000. 
They  are  now  being  extended  farther  into  the  Gulf,  thereb]^  lengthen- 
ing and  deepening  the  channel  and  increasing  the  faciUties  for  the 
easy  and  sate  entrance  of  the  largest  ocean  vessels.  In  addition,  an 
extra  and  permanent  light  has  recently  been  placed  on  the  outer 
point  of  each  jetty. 

IMPROVEMENTS   IN   PBOOBESS. 

Modem  water  and  sewerage  systems  have  been  installed  in  the  city. 
The  water  used  is  taken  from  the  river  Tamesci,  10  iniles  distant. 
An  improvement  of  great  magnitude  which  has  been  in  pro^tess  for 
four  years,  and  which  will  be  finished  by  the  end  of  the  year,  is  the 
filling  in  of  the  marshes  aroimd  the  city  which  have  been  breeding 
places  for  disease  and  a  constant  menace  to  pubUc  health.  All  the 
material  used  in  the  construction  of  the  waterworks  and  sewerage 
systems,  as  well  as  the  machinery  for  filling  in  the  marshes,  is  of 
American  make. 

Another  enterprise  which  is  being  carried  on  hj  the  Mexican 
Government  and  which  is  one  of  the  most  important  internal  public 
improvements  now  in  progress  in  Mexico  is  the  construction  of  an 
intercoastal  canal  between  Tampico  and  Tuxpan.  The  entire  length 
is  120  miles,  66  of  which,  as  far  as  Lake  Tamiahua,  have  been  com- 
pleted at  a  cost  of  $2,500,000  and  opened  for  traffic.  About  five 
years  will  be  required  to  complete  the  work  on  the  second  division. 
The  canal  has  a  width  of  75  feet  and  a  depth  of  10^  feet.  The  work  is 
in  charge  of  an  American,  who  has  had  extensive  experience  in  lai^e 
drainage  works  in  the  United  States,  and  the  dredges  and  other 
material  are  American  made. 

The  building  of  this  canal  will  open  up  a  rich  agricultural  section 
tributary  to  Tampico,  a  section  which  has  remained  practically  un- 
developed througn  its  remoteness  from  railroad  and  other  com- 
munication with  the  markets  of  the  coimtry. 

Other  enterprises  and  improvements  completed  or  in  progress  here 
which  may  be  mentioned  are  the  enlargement  of  the  oil  remiery,  one 
of  the  largest  in  the  world;  the  construction  by  the  Mexioan  Grovem- 
ment of  a  new  post-office  building  and  also  a  new  federal  telegraph 
building;  the  building  of  a  new  cracker  factory;  and  the  installatioii 
of  a  new  electric-light  plant. 
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The  concession  has  already  been  granted  by  the  state  government 
and  arrangements  completed  for  the  erection  of  a  large  modem 
brewery,  packing  house,  and  cold-storage  plant,  for  which  a  company 
has  been  organized  with  a  capital  of  $250,000  gold. 

The  contract  has  also  been  signed  for  the  paving  of  100  blocks  of 
the  city  streets  with  asphalt,  work  on  which  will  l>egin  immediately. 
This  contract  calls  for  $800,000. 

AMERICANS   ACQUIRING  FARMING   LAND. 

The  section  of  Mexico  tributarv  to  this  j)ort,  of  which  Tampico  is 
the  actual  base  of  supplies  as  well  as  shipping  center,  embraces  por- 
tions of  the  States  of  Tamaulipas,  Nuevo  Leon,  San  Luis  Potosi,  and 
Veracruz.  The  greater  part  of  the  soil,  rich  in  humus  that  has  been 
washed  down  from  the  mountains  through  countless  years,  is  admi- 
rably adapted  to  the  raising  of  corn,  sugar  cane,  fruits,  vegetables,  etc., 
and  is  now  rapidly  beinff  acquired  by  Americans.  Within  a  radius 
of  50  miles  of  Tampico,  tnere  are  now  20  American  colonies,  many  of 
them  being  rapidly  settled  and  prospering.  There  are  about  1 ,000,000 
acres  of  land  owned  bv  American  colonization  companies,  and  about 
4,000,000  acres  owned  in  fee  simple  by  individual  Americans.  The 
purchase  price  of  the  lands  owned  oy  Americans  will  amount  to  about 
$22,000,000  American  money,  and  the  estimated  value  of  these  lands 
with  contemplated  improvements  amounts  to  $110,000,000  gold. 

The  annual  rainfall  within  the  territory  Iving  near  the  Gulf  coast 
and  extending  south  from  Tampico  toward  Tuxpam  and  Veracruz 
averages  about  40  inches,  but  as  one  travels  westward  from  the  coast 
within  a  short  distance  a  gradual  diminution  of  the  rainfall  is  apparent, 
while  some  sections  of  this  consular  district  may  be  classified  as  semi- 
arid.  Several  pumping  plants,  however,  have  been  installed  along 
the  rivers,  and  m  several  instances  the  land  is  irrigated  by  gravita- 
tion, by  which  method  of  cultivation  success  is  more  certam. 

LAND  AGENTS   MISREPRESENT   CONDITIONS. 

There  have  been  many  instances  of  failure  in  Mexico  by  Americans, 
due  either  to  bad  management  or  the  previous  misrepresentations  of 
land  agents.  In  some  cases  corporations  have  selected  and  sent  to 
Mexico  managers  for  their  farms  and  plantations  who  were  not  only 
imacquainted  with  the  language  and  customs  of  the  people  but  with- 
out any  practical  knowledge  of  the  work  whatever.  Also  many 
farmers  throughout  the  Middle  West  of  the  United  States  have  been 
deceived  bv  grossly  exaggerated  descriptions,  vividly  picturing 
Mexico  to  them  as  a  veritable  Garden  of  Eden,  where  one  can  live  on 
nature's  bounty  practically  without  work.  Many  deluded  husband- 
men, through  these  glowing  misrepresentations,  have  actually  sold 
their  small  farms  and  migrated  to  Mexico  with  their  families,  arriving 
here  with  scarcely  sufficient  money  to  make  the  first  payments  on 
their  property,  seemingly  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  it  required  money 
to  clear  tne  land,  to  pay  for  labor,  to  buy  implements,  and  to  support 
their  families  while  necessary  improvements  were  being  made.  Some 
of  these  settlers  had  actually  made  the  first  payment  on  property 
they  had  never  seen  before  they  left  the  United  States.  In  many 
instances  they  soon  foimd  themselves  stranded  in  a  foreign  land.    If 
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one  has  only  enough  money  to  pay  the  passage  of  himself  and  family 
to  Mexico  and  the  first  payment  on  his  land,  ne  had  better  remain  in 
the  United  States. 

It  should  be  understood  that  conditions  in  Mexico  are  identical 
with  those  in  the  United  States  or  elsewhere,  as  far  as  the  improve- 
ment of  virgin  lands  is  concerned.  The  original  cost  of  land  m  this 
vicinity  is  $7.50  to  $50  an  acre,  depending  wholly  upon  the  location 
and  quality,  to  which  must  be  added  $6  to  $10  an  acre  gold,  as  the 
cost  of  clearing.  Then  allowance  must  be  made  for  the  purchase  of 
implements,  mules,  labor,  etc.  The  banks  here  are  not  accustomed 
to  lending  money  on  land. 

Anyone  seriously  contemplating  the  purchase  of  land  in  Mexico 
should  first  visit  this  country  and  personally  inspect  the  property 
offered  for  sale,  and  if  it  is  found  to  oe  suitable  and  conditions  to  t>e 
satisfactory  arrangements  can  then  be  made  to  bring  the  family. 

IMPOBTS   BY  COUNTBIES. 

From  60  to  65  per  cent  of  the  imports  into  Tampico  are  for  local 
use,  while  the  balance  passes  in  transit  to  interior  points  in  Mexico. 
The  imports  into  Tampico,  by  coimtries,  in  1907  and  1908,  respec- 
tively, were  as  follows: 


Country. 


United  States... 
Austria-Hungary 

Belgium 

Cuba 

France 

Germany 

Italy 


1907. 


122,432,204 

S93,786 

1,114,007 

1,116 

3,657,974 

6,760,317 

437,317 


1906. 


119,211,484 

^     429,250 

1,057,031 

1,156 

2,970,295 

6,515,466 

358,603 


Country. 


Spain 

Swltterland 

United  Kingdom 
other  countries.. 

Total 


1907. 


1906. 


$1,789,537 

38,060 

7,012,070 

2,436,230 


46,062,617 


$1,756,886 

18,209 

7,298,400 

2,424,054 


42,046,840 


The  greater  part  of  the  imports  into  Tampico  come  from  the  United 
Eangdom,  Germany,  France,  Spain,  Belgium,  and  the  United  States, 
those  from  the  latter  country  constituting  about  48  per  cent  of  the 
total  amount  in  1907,  and  about  46  per  cent  in  1908.  The  following 
table  gives  the  imports  from  the  four  principal  countries,  by  groups: 


1907. 

1906. 

Group. 

United 

States. 

Ger- 

many. 

France. 

United 
King, 
dom. 

United 
States. 

Ger- 
many. 

France. 

United 
King, 
dom. 

Animal  products.... 
Chemical  products. . 
Liquors 

$736,007 

847,226 

668,760 

2,676,509 

11,506,454 

455,714 

1,972,245 

2,286,095 

1,281,194 

S272,606 
204,392 
265,882 
191,506 
477,659 
54,749 
879,975 
477.669 
833,456 

$269,973 
555,385 
826,058 
861,  d22 

2,223,122 
163,732 

1,160,681 
876.752 
313,392 

1374,008 
632,887 
282,186 
609,488 

1,978,467 
126,906 

1,722,939 
623,612 
711,487 

$640,559 

938,924 

668,760 

2,676,509 

10,512,573 

455,714 

278,017 

1,759,234 

1,281,194 

$255,567 
196,280 
265,882 
191,506 
378,931 
54,749 

1,070,459 
206,409 
856,512 

$289,067 
255,229 
826.068 
861,322 

2,278,837 
163,732 

1,769.886 
258,434 
813,392 

$88,219 

1,040.187 

232,186 

Machinery 

Mineral  products.... 

Paper  products 

Textile  fabrics 

V^etable  products . 
AUother 

609,488 
1,472.967 

128,906 
2,868.064 

154,802 

708,487 

Total 

22,432,204 

3,657,974 

6,750,317 

7,012,070 

19,211,484 

2,976,295 

6,515,466 

7,296,406 

In  this  classification  animal  products  include  such  articles  as  meats, 
lard,  and  oils;  vegetable  products  such  articles  as  lumber,  furniture, 
rope,  and  brooms;  mineral  products  such  articles  as  metals,  wire, 
pipe,  rails,  nails,  glass,  ana  china;  and  textile  fabrics  consist  of 
cotton,  woolen  and  silk  goods,  and  linen. 
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'  There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  value  and  amount  of  imports 
during  1908  from  all  the  countries  mentioned  with  the  exception  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  in  which  case  there  was  an  increase  of  $286,336. 

NAVIGATION. 

The  number  of  vessels  arriving  at  the  port  of  Tampico  during  1908 
was  474,  48  less  than  during  1907.  The  number  of  American  vessels 
reported  represents  only  a  small  percentage  of  the  amount  of  the 
American  tonnage  carried,  as  a  large  percentage  of  the  vessels  flying 
the  flags  of  foreign  nations  and  entering  at  Tampico  call  at  American 
ports.  The  number  of  vessels  that  cleared  from  Tampico  for  Ameri- 
canports  during  1908  was  303,  almost  64  per  cent  of  the  total. 

The  following  lines  of  steamships  make  regular  trips  to  Tampico: 
The  Ward  Line,  the  Hamburg-American  Line,  the  Royal  Mail  Steam 
Packet  Coinpany,  the  Compafiia  Transatlantica  de  Barcelona,  the 
Compagnie  Transatlantiaue  Fran^aise,  the  Wolvin  Line,  the  Ocean 
Line,  the  Leyland  Line,  tne  Harrison  Line,  the  Cuban  Line,  the  Elder 
Dempster  Lme,  the  Compafiia  Mexicana  Navegacion,  S.  A.,  the  Com- 
pafiia Alijadora  de  Veracruz,  the  Munson  Line,  the  West  India  Steam- 
ship Company,  and  the  Earn  Line  of  Philadelphia. 

EXPORTS   TO   FOREIGN   COUNTRIES. 

The  value  of  the  exports  to  foreign  countries  from  Tampico  during 
1908  amounted  to  $78,546,695,  a  decrease  of  $9,570,160  from  1907. 
The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  exports  to  each  country: 


Country. 


United  States. 

Belgium 

Cuba 

Denmark 

France 

Germany 


Ifl07. 


165,928,515 

4,093,990 

171,620 

1,012 

310,386 

12,790,212 


1906. 


Country. 


S55,745,697 

5,141,940 

88,251 

150 

100,137 

9,631,166 


Spain 

United  Kingdom... 
Ail  other  countries.. 


Total. 


1907. 


1765,506 
2,119.617 
1,935,995 


88,116,855 


1908. 


$713,778 

6,949,092 

176,484 


78.546,095 


The  greater  part  of  the  exports  from  Tampico  are  sent  to  the 
United  States,  Germany,  Belgium,  and  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
United  States  receiving  almost  75  per  cent  of  the  entire  amount  during 
1907  and  70  per  cent  during  1908.  The  value  of  the  exports  to  the 
United  States  decreased  $10,182,818  during  1908,  those  to  Germany 
$3,159,046,  while  those  to  Belgium  and  the  United  Kingdom  increased 
$1,047,950  and  $4,829,475,  respectively. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  exports  to  the  four 
principal  countries,  by  groups : 


1907. 

1908. 

Qroup. 

United 
States. 

Belgium. 

Germany. 

United 
King, 
dom. 

United 
States. 

Belgium. 

Germany. 

United 
King, 
dom. 

Animal  products. . 

Manufactured 
products 

Mineral  products.. 

Vegetable  prod- 
ucts  

$2,a04,196 

12,870 
56,287,661 

7,286,434 
37,364 

$12,060 

190 
4,031,966 

48,602 
282 

187,138 

312,211 
9,812,965 

2,577,898 

$13,579 

282 
944,188 

397,266 
764,362 

$1,860,449 

33,246 
47,951,031 

5,836,565 
55,406 

$1,500 

16,032 
4,759,714 

364,014 

$98,268 

254,512 
7,047,016 

2,229,653 
1,717 

$2,000 

552,619 
6,120,300 

270,838 

AU  other  articles. . . 

3,335 

Total 

t«.  928,515 

4,093,990 

12,790,212 

2,119,617 

55,745,697 

5.141,940 

9,631,166 

6,949,092 
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COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 


The  declared  value  of  the  exports,  includmg  returned  American 
goods,  from  the  Tampico  consular  district  to  the  United  States 
during  1908  was  $359,191.     The  value  of  the  articles  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Beeswax 

Canoed  goods 

Chide 

Fustic 

Guayule 

Hair 

Hides 

Honey 

Ixtle 

Metal,  old.... 
Pecans 


Value. 


16,026 
2,746 

19,590 
8,570 

27,623 
2,726 

49,686 

16,622 

139,795 

1,681 

6,613 


Articles. 


Plants,  live 

Rubber 

Sarsaparilla 

Sugar 

Vanilla 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods 

Grand  total 


Value. 


S660 

20,981 

18,926 

1,996 

1,199 

14,398 


339,728 
19,463 


359,191 


EXTENSION  OP  TRADE. 

While  the  percentage  of  Mexico^s  import  trade  held  bv  the  United 
States  is  high,  it  could  and  should  be  mcreased.  Established  trade 
relations  between  Mexico  and  European  countries,  together  with 
domestic  conditions,  are  such  that  the  bulk  of  this  Mexican  business 
can  not  be  secured  immediately,  but  by  intelligently  studying  existing 
trade  conditions  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  export  trade  to  Mexico 
can  be  materially  increased.  It  must  be  remembered  in  connection 
with  this  trade  extension  that  America's  competitors  are  the  most 
active  and  clever  in  the  world,  but  on  account  oi  location  and  superior 
transportation  facilities  the  United  States  has  a  decided  advantage, 
and  it  only  remains  for  American  manufacturers  to  push  their  business 
in  Mexico  more  energetically  and  intelligently.  There  is  no  valid 
reason  why  American  trade  through  this  port  should  decrease  over 
$10,000,000  in  one  year,  even  if  there  is  a  general  business  depression 
throughout  the  country,  for  the  natural  growth  of  the  trade  should 
have  oflFset  this  influence. 

European  competitors  are  wise  enough  to  know  that  Mexico's  trade 
will  not  come  to  them  without  work,  and  in  consequence  they  are 
sending  competent  representatives  here  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
customs  of  tne  people  and  who  are  thoroughly  conversant  with  the 
Spanish  language.  If  this  should  be  inconvenient  to  American 
exporters,  then  they  should  endeavor  to  reach  the  trade  by  the  use 
of  catalogues  printed  in  Spanish,  the  prices  stated  in  Mexican  money, 
and  the  weights,  measures,  etc.,  described  by  the  use  of  the  metnc 
system. 

American  consuls  all  over  the  world  have  repeatedly  called  atten- 
tion to  the  inferiority  of  the  packing  of  American  wares  in  comparison 
with  those  exported  from  European  countries,  and  it  seems  time  that 
American  manufacturers  took  cognizance  of  this  fact.  Almost  every- 
thing coming  from  the  United  States  through  this  port  seems  to  be 
packed  carelessly,  from  machinery  to  fine  delicate  fabrics.  This 
could  and  should  be  remedied,  even  if  it  causes  a  sUght  increase  in 
the  cost. 

TASTES   AND  TRADITIONS   OF   PEOPLE. 

Neither  the  American  manufacturer  nor  the  jobber  seems  to  appre- 
ciate sufficiently,  in  marketing  his  goods  in  this  country,  the  absolute 
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necessity  of  strictly  adhering  to  the  customs,  tastes,  and  traditions 
of  the  Mexican  people.  This  general  statement  will  apply  in  the 
case  of  many  conmiodities  sold  m  Mexico.  No  matter  wnat  may  be 
the  prevailing  styles  in  the  United  States,  the  merchant  here  under- 
stands more  thoroughly  the  demand  and  the  customs  and  tastes  of 
these  people  and  is  certainly  justified  in  requiring  and  insisting  that 
the  goods  contracted  for  and  forwarded  to  nim  agree  precisely  with 
the  styles  and  quality  as  ordered.  As  an  illustration,  one  of  the 
leading  merchants  here  told  me  that  he  recently  ordered  200  dozen 
neckties  from  a  manufacturer  in  the  United  States  and  in  order  to 
avoid  any  possible  misunderstanding  gave  the  traveling  representative 
several  samples,  at  the  same  time  especially  requesting  that  the  goods 
ordered  be  identical  in  style  with  the  sample.  Ima^e  his  surprise 
and  displeasure  when,  after  paying  the  customs  duties  and  opening 
the  boxes,  he  discovered  that  the  neckties  did  not  agree  with  the 
samples  sent  in  shape,  size,  or  color.  The  quality  of  the  silk  used  in 
their  manufacture,  however,  was  satisfactory.  Many  similar  inci- 
dents could  be  cited.  This  neglect  on  the  part  of  American  houses 
to  comply  with  actual  trade  requirements  and  evident  indisposition 
to  satisfy  the  Mexican  taste  and  tradition  react  most  unfavorably 
against  them,  where  a  little  care  and  discretion  would  oftentimes 
materially  assist  them  to  benefit  by  some  excellent  opportunities  to 
extend  their  trade. 

CREDITS — TRANSPORTATION   FACILITIES — BUSINESS  OUTLOOK. 

European  houses  are  accustomed  to  sell  goods  to  reliable  merchants 
in  Mexico  on  a  credit  of  from  three  to  six  and  sometimes  nine  months. 
American  houses  almost  invariably  sell  only  for  cash.  American 
houses  would  have  a  decided  advantage  by  offering  the  same  conces- 
sions. Dun  and  Bradstreet  now  have  representatives  throughout  the 
Republic  and  a  house's  financial  standmg  can  be  ascertamed  with 
Uttie  difiiculty. 

The  facilities  for  transporting  freight  to  and  from  the  interior  of 
Mexico  are  adequate,  and  with  extensions  and  local  improvements 
contemplated  are  factors  destined  to  materially  augment  the  com- 
mercial advantages  and  prestige  of  Tampico,  thereby  securing  for  her 
as  great  a  distinction  as  a  rauroad  center  as  she  enjoys  to-day  as  a 
seaport. 

Mexico  has  made  such  rapid  strides  in  commercial  and  industrial 
development  as  to  excite  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the  world, 
and  is  to-day  enjoying  an  era  of  prosperity  never  before  experienced 
in  its  history.  It  is  true  that  the  country  has  felt,  as  other  nations, 
the  recent  financial  depression,  but  the  effect  has  been  but  temporary. 
Business  conditions  throughout  the  entire  Republic  are  improving 
and  the  outlook  is  bright.  Mexico  presents  many  opportunities 
to-day  worthy  of  the  most  conservative  investigation  of  prospective 
investors. 

VERACRUZ. 

By  Consul  William  W.  Canada. 

The  port  of  Veracruz,  though  the  principal  one  of  Mexico,  is  but 
an  entrep6t  for  the  distribution  of  merchandise  to  all  parts  of  the 
Republic.  Probably  less  than  16  per  cent  of  the  imports  are  con- 
sumed in  this  consular  district. 
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COMMEBCIAJL  RELATIONS. 


The  total  value  of  all  imports  into  Veracruz  in  1908  was  $29,944, 11 6 
United  States  currency,  against  $32,546,824  in  the  previous  year,  a 
decrease  of  $2,602,708.  In  1907  the  imports  from  the  United  States 
were  valued  at  $8,310,815,  but  fell  to  $6,533,027  in  1908,  a  loss  of 
$1,777,788,  or  68  per  cent  of  the  total  decrease,  apportioned  princi- 
pally among  the  following  products:  Mineral  products,  $958,520; 
vegetable  products,  $255,565;  machinery,  $265^728;  animal  prod- 
ucts, $80,719;  and  paper,  $79,490.  The  only  mcrease  in  imports 
from  the  United  States  was  in  chemical  products,  which  showed  a 
gain  of  $34,140  over  1907. 

IMPORTS   BY   ARTICLES   AND   COUNTRIES. 

The  impK)rts  into  Veracruz,  by  articles  and  countries  of  origin,  for 
1907  and  1908,  respectively,  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


United  States.       i    Austria-Hungary. 


1907. 


1908. 


1907. 


1908. 


Belgium. 


1907. 


1908. 


Animal  products 

Arms,  etc 

Chemical  products 

Cloth,  textiles,  etc 

Liquors,  etc 

Machinery 

Mineral  products 

Paper,  and  manutectures  of 

Vegetable  products 

V^les 

All  other  articles 

Total 


$510,573 

56,766 

248,976 

169,262 

53,602 

1,532,800 

3,655,863 
251,096 

1,218,012 
196,328 
417,538 


$429,854 

$16,992 

33,356 

583 

283,116 

7,260 

116, 130 

123,847 

27,355 

5,194 

1,266,767 

15,216 

2,697,343 

81,991 

171,605 

5,n8 

962,447 

106,879 

155,286 

389,766 

11,467 

$9,914 

$110,348 

133 

24,864 

1,597 

42,473 

108,047 

115,286 

2,504 

7,688 

9,138 

43,387 

54,043 

289,581 

7,113 

11,758 

135,963 

25,195 

8,295 

5,230 

7,543 

2,807 

$106,751 
13,352 
22,158 
82,762 
12,053 
8,563 
194,836 
13,568 
20,886 
2,506 
2,140 


8,310,815 


6,533,087 


375, 147 


344,290 


678,615 


479,574 


Articles. 


France. 


1907. 


1908. 


Germany. 


1907. 


1906. 


Italy. 


1907. 


1906. 


Animal  products 

Arms,  etc 

Chemical  products 

Cloth,  textiles,  etc 

Liquors,  etc 

Machinery 

Mineral  products 

Paper,  and  manulactures  of, 

Vegetable  products 

Vehicles 

All  other  articles 

Total 


$463,522 

85,790 

278,452 

1,385,064 

1,313,328 

300,470 

575,560 

364,720 

337,378 

201,042 

345,498 


$343,132 
378,321 
262,868 
934,415 

1,043,275 
211,058 
694,817 
304,247 
254,503 
155,065 
258,230 


$423,403 

36,602 

814,224 

1,134,529 

22,287 

780,404 

2,225,204 

356,375 

300,007 

68,531 

533,723 


$256,100 

45,996 

593.759 

750,520 

64,376 

882,913 

1,685,463 

324,801 

253,966 

42,541 


$49,040 
60 
4,863 
74,406 
56,003 
14,468 
97,833 
49,289 
109,013 


159,075 


$24,276 
23 
18,146 
89,632 
47,646 
18,516 
45,999 
37,718 
59,730 
49,660 
82,498 


5,650,824 


4,739,951 


6,605,379 


5,341,774 


614,079 


473,834 


ArUcles. 


Spain. 


1907. 


1908. 


United  Kingdom. 


1907. 


1908. 


other  countries. 


1907. 


1906. 


Animal  products 

Arms,  etc 

Chemical  products 

Cloth,  textiles,  etc 

Liquors,  etc 

Machinery 

Mineral  products 

Paper,  and  manufactums  of 

Vegetable  products 

vSijles 

AU  other  articles 

Total 


$433,901 

69,330 

50,061 

250,721 

715,812 

74,649 

42,252 

352,977 

501,150 

2,077 

18,022 


2,511,172 


$410,017 

50,484 

58,913 

271,830 

631,958 

24,325 

47,605 

319, 137 

480,784 

3,099 

17,630 


2,315,782 


$147,519 

5,507 

279,206 

1,535,508 

50,056 

960,990 

1,91.3,967 

40,118 

418,156 

131,161 

161,195 


$144,038 

6,223 

290,019 

2,246,417 

47,877 

1,351,596 

3,223,797 

39,384 

316,441 

61,443 

119,617 


$206,572 
810 

44,442 
199,014 

61,669 
117,960 

75,921 
441,239 
741, 166 

73,682 
108,924 


$171,068 

1,477 

50, 4n 

145,486 

38,799 

184,753 

117,223 

329,865 

752,206 

4,060 

73,600 


5,642,375 


7,846,851 


2,066,418 


1,869,033 


Google 


Digitized  by 


NORTH  AMERICA:  MEXICO.  203 

BEDUCnON   IN   IMPOBTS   OF   COAL   AND  OIL. 

Under  the  classification  of  mineral  products,  imports  of  coal,  petro- 
lemn,  and  construction  material  of  iron  or  steel  take  first  rank.  The 
imports  of  coal  from  the  United  States  during  1908  fell  off  to  a  great 
extent.  One  company  reports  a  decline  in  business  for  this  year  of 
about  400,000  tons;  another  that,  whereas  in  1907  it  discharged 
65  steamers  with  263,207  tons,  in  1908  it  discharged  only  56  steamers 
with  226,660  tons.  Coke  also  suffered  a  decline  in  imports  to  the 
extent  of  3,663  tons. 

The  decrease  in  the  imports  of  petroleum,  both  crude  and  refined, 
doubtless  is  due  to  some  extent  to  the  fact  that  native  oil  is  coming 
to  the  front  in  Mexico.  The  crude  product  is  refined  locally  and  has 
entered  into  active  competition  with  American  oils.  An  extensive 
plant  at  Minatitlan,  State  of  Veracruz,  is  turning  out  large  quantities 
of  illuminating  and  fuel  oils  from  the  native  crude  product.  The 
several  railways  in  tins  consular  district  are  rapidhr  changing  their 
locomotives  to  oil  burners.     Fuel  oil  is  in  successful  use  now  on  a 

¥drtion  of  the  Mexican  Railway  and  on  the  National  Railway  of 
^huantepec.  The  electric  lighting  and  pK)wer  plant  at  Veracruz  is 
operated  oy  oil  engines.  Two  immense  storage  tanks  have  been 
erected  here,  with  a  capacity  of  47,000  barrels  of  oil  each.  This 
fuel  oil  is  brought  from  Coatzacoalcos  in  tank  barges,  and  is  piped 
from  the  works  at  Minatitlan  to  that  point. 

CONSTBUCnON   WOBK — DECLINE   IN   BIACHINEBT   PXJBCHASE8. 

During  1908  there  was  very  little  construction  work  going  on  aside 
from  that  undertaken  by  the  Mexican  Railway  and  the  oil  interests. 
These  concerns  are  English  companies  and  draw  their  suppUes,  when- 
ever possible,  from  the  United  Kingdom.  The  terminal  station  for 
Veracruz,  which  will  cost  about  $4,000,000  United  States  currency,  is 
progressing  slowly.  The  municipal  authorities  have  decided  to  erect 
a  new  marKet  and  a  new  jail,  and  to  reconstruct  the  city  hall,  but  the 
work  has  not  yet  begun.  The  Federal  Government  also  will  erect  a 
new  edifice  for  a  naval  academy.  If  all  this  projected  work  had  been 
in  proCTess,  much  of  the  structural  material  would  have  been  procured 
from  tne  United  States. 

The  imports  of  vegetable  products  and  machinery  from  the  United 
States  declined  heavily.  It  would  be  diiKcult  to  say  just  what  these 
v^etable  products  were,  owing  to  their  being  classified  collectively 
under  this  heading;  but  in  the  case  of  machinery  the  decline  simply 
proves  that  industrial  enterprises  suffered  to  a  very  great  extent  dur- 
ing 1908,  and  that  nothing  new  of  any  account  was  undertaken  dur- 
ing this  period.  Several  sugar  refineries^  operating  with  American 
machinery  and  capital  in  this  consular  distnct,  were  forced  to  shut 
down  and  were  declared  bankrupt. 

SHIPMENTS   FBOM   EUBOPEAN   OOUNTBIES. 

The  imports  from  the  United  K^lgdom  rose  from  $5,642,375  in 
1907  to  $7,846,861  m  1908,  a  gam  of  $2,204,476,  placmg  that  country 
in  the  lead.    More  than  59  per  cent  of  this  increase  was  in  mineral 
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Eroducts,  the  amount  being  $1,309,840.  This  mav  be  accounted  for 
y  the  fact  that  the  directors  of  the  Mexican  Railwajr  CJompany  are 
interested  in  the  production  of  coal  bri(juettes,  or  artificial  fuel,  which 
formerly  was  the  only  fuel  used  on  theur  road.  As  all  the  engines  of 
that  road  are  to  be  converted  into  oil  burners,  they  hastened  to  stock 
up  in  Mexico,  so  tl^at  now  there  is  about  a  three-years'  supply  of 
briquettes  on  hand  in  the  several  railroad  yards.  This  company  is 
engaged  in  reconstructing  the  bridges  along  its  line,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose much  material  was  imported  from  England.  Also  there  were 
large  quantities  of  construction  material  imported  for  oil-field  de- 
velopment, the  supplies  for  which  came  from  that  country. 

The  imports  of  cloth  and  textiles  from  the  United  Kingdom  into 
Mexico  through  this  port  during  1908  were  valued  at  $2,246,417,  a 

f;ain  of  $710,909  over  1907.  This  increase  was  probably  due  to  the 
act  that  the  Mexican  cotton  mills  in  this  consular  district  were  not 
working  on  full  time  last  year.  Depression  in  trade  was  general  and 
especiauy  so  in  the  cheaper  lines  of  cotton  goods.  Manufacturers 
were  not  disposed  to  sell  on  long  credits,  hence  buyers  turned  to 
countries  that  would  give  them  the  accommodation  asked  for.  *  That 
the  United  States  did  not  get  some  of  this  trade  is  surprising.  It 
seems  as  though  American  manufacturers  do  not  care  to  enter  this 
field  in  Mexico. 

In  1907  the  United  Kingdom  shipped  to  this  port  machinery  to  the 
value  of  $969,990,  while  in  1908  the  amoimt  rose  to  $1,351,595,  a  gain 
of  $381,605. 

Germany  showed  a  decline  in  its  trade  with  Mexico  through  Vera- 
cruz. The  imports  from  that  country,  which  amounted  in  value  to 
$6,695,379  in  1907,  fell  to  $5,341,774  m  1908.  The  decrease  in  the 
imports  from  France  was  $910,873,  the  values  being  $4,739,951  in  1908 
and  $5,650,824  in  the  previous  year.  There  was,  however,  an  in- 
crease in  tne  imports  of  firearms  and  explosives  from  France,  the 
values  for  1907  and  1908  bemg  $85,790  and  $378,321,  respectively. 

VALUE  OF   EXPORTS   PASSING  THROUGH   VERACRUZ. 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  Veracruz  in  1908,  according  to  cus- 
tom-house figures,  was  $18,282,052,  agamst  $23,878,592  in  1907^  a 
decrease  of  $5,596,540.  The  exports  to  the  leading  countries  durmg 
the  past  two  years  were  as  follows: 


Country. 


1907. 


1908. 


Country. 


1007. 


1906. 


United  States. 

Belgium 

Cuba 

France 

Germany 


$7,606,974 

389,851 

969,015 

2,773,169 

3,452,944 


$8,578,768 

625,963 

628,256 

3,574,373 

2,616,031 


fnlted  Kingdom... 
All  other  countries. . 


$097,581 

7,776,076 

198,042 


Total I  23,878,692 


$145,086 

2,018,440 

96,146 


18,282,062 


The  exports,  by  articles,  during  1908  to  the  principal  countries  are 
shown  in  the  statement  at  top  of  page  205. 
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Articles. 

United 
States. 

Bdglum. 

Cuba. 

France. 

United 
Kingdom. 

li^nm 

$201,878 

Qfoom  root. 

$67,737 
394,844 
3,611,017 
200,844 
560,760 
10,409 

^  217,643 
12,657 

1,452,262 
34,700 
24,545 
60,065 

268,668 

922,739 
10,516 
41,208 

509,363 
34,144 

166,748 

$17,319 

$444,112 

$22,184 

$8,396 

f9i{4;4A  ram 

19,922 

Cofle©               s  .    

14,332 

6,948 
150 

340,897 

613,966 

404,479 

TTf^tx,  pAtm-lfKif ,  ,  .. 

Hides. 

13,167 

137,466 
75 

613,718 
161 

1,774,218 

9,900 
2,744 

478,807 
8,250 

033,235 
63,245 

18,873 

Jabp  root  .... 

Odd- 

Ban 

250,630 

Ore...            .  .  . 

30,352 

25,580 

Silver— 

Bars 

793,634 

Ore 

136,426 

24,829 

TV^9 

858,222 

Rioe 

2 

Riibb6r,  crude. . .         .... 

8,949 

1,046 

12 

104,736 

38,863 

11,058 

99,063 

6,551 
1,640 

3,881 

8kiTtit 

2,097 

306,119 

Twaoco,  and  niannfEK^tnres  of 

392,214 

26,550 

441,418 

105 

1,787 

132,191 

62,606 

VftfilTlfihAflPff,       , 

Wood 

2.360 

Other  articles 

22,163 

34,508 

84,034 

Total 

8,678,768 

625,063 

028,256 

3,674,373 

2,616,031 

2.018,440 

The  principal  increases  in  exports  to  the  United  States  during  1908 
were  as  follows:  CoflFee,  $1,931,627;  bar  silver,  $1,079,421;  hides. 
$108,096;  skins,  $120,947;  and  silver  ore,  $32,763.  The  principal 
decreases  were:  Vanilla  beans,  $763,246;  dyewoods,  $184,194;  sugar, 
$148,020;  leaf  tobacco,  $58,913;  and  other  articles,  $921,443. 

DECLABED   EXPORTS   TO  THE   UNCTED   STATES. 

The  value  of  the  exports  declared  at  Veracruz  to  the  United  States 
during  1908,  exclusive  of  returned  American  goods,  was  $2,918,944, 
against  $4,353,117  in  1907,  and  from  the  agency  at  Coatzacoalcos  the 
values  were  $101,229  and  $434,266  for  the  two  years,  respectively. 
This  makes  the  total  value  of  the  shipments  from  the  district  to  the 
United  States  $3,020,173  in  1908,  and  $4,787,383  m  1907,  a  decrease 
of  $1,767,210.  The  value  of  the  exports,  by  articles,  for  1908  was 
as  follows: 


Articles. 


Value. 


Articles. 


Value. 


TXBACRUZ, 

Beans 

Broom  root 

CoOee. 

Featliers 

GljTcerln.  cmde 

OTim,chide 

Hides 

JalH>root 

Mineral  water 

Oranees 

Rice  for  seed 

Rubber,  cmde 

suns: 

Alligator 

Deer 

Goat 

fiocar,  refined 

Tobacco,  leaf. 

Tortoises,  live 

An  other  artldes 

Total 


$1,740 

41,119 

2,358,165 

1,353 

5,186 

66,261 

74,337 

11,633 

1.262 

35,446 

56,958 

65,562 

6,726 
14,242 

1,654 
11,572 
65,412 

1,436 
99,013 


2,918,944 


COATZACOALCOS. 

Coffee 

Henequen 

Hides 

Onyx 

Oranges 

Rubber 

Skins: 

Alligator 

Deer 

Other 

Wood 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods  for  district 

Grand  total 


$36,966 

12,865 

28,767 

1,006 

1,802 

7,402 

4,406 
6,021 
302 
1,206 
1,636 


101,229 


21,443 


3,041,610 
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CENTRAL    AMERICA. 
BKITISH  HONDUKAS. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Consul  William  L.  Avert,  Belize. 

British  Honduras  is  a  colony  of  42,000  people,  where  little  happens, 
and  changes  are  slow.  Its  trade  with  the  United  States  in  both  im- 
ports and  exports  is  steadily  increasing^  but  until  the  colony  develops 
its  agricultural  resources  and  possibilities,  and  attracts  more  settlers, 
any  great  increase  in  trade  will  be  surprising.  The  few  and  simple 
wants  of  the  inhabitants  forbid  much  agricultural  or  industnal 
enterprise. 

The  year  1908  was  a  banner  one  for  the  mahogany  exporters,  the 
shipments  of  this  wood  to  the  United  States  alone  being  the  lai^est 
in  the  history  of  the  trade,  amounting  to  8,219,161  feet,  valuea  at 
$427,995,  agamst  6,038,386  feet,  valued  at  $259,220  in  1907,  and 
4,813,987  feet,  valued  at  $239,277  in  1906. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  the  colony  in  1908  was  $2,676,723, 
but  from  this  amount  should  be  deducted  the  following  items  which 
represent  goods  from  Mexico  and  Guatemala  not  entering  for  con- 
sumption m  the  colony:  Chicle  ^m,  valued  at  $176,961;  cocoanuts, 
$2,862;  com,  $32,169;  hides  and  skins.  $1,864;  logwood,  $595;  ma- 
hogany, $421,434;  rubber,  $3,893;  and  shells,  $3,117,  which  makes 
the  value  of  the  imports  for  the  use  of  this  colony  during  the  year 
$2^33,828. 

The  imports  for  1908,  by  countries,  are  shown  in  the  following  state- 
ment: 


Coon  try. 

Value. 

Country. 

Value. 

United  States 

$1, 152, 114 
6,530 
25,418 
71,977 
34,770 
75,160 

Mexloo 

$509,184 
11,375 

British  colonke 

Spain 

Pnnof 

united  Kingdom 

690,454 

Oermany 

All  othpr  oonntrfcs* 

9,741 

OuatfTTiftlft       , 

Total 

Honduras 

2,676,723 

TRADE  WITH  THE   UNITED  STATES. 

Of  the  total  value  of  imports,  excluding  ^oods  in  transit,  in  the 
past  year,  the  United  States  supplied  more  than  50  per  cent.    Com- 

§area  with  1907  there  were  increases  in  imports  from  the  United 
tates  in  the  following  articles:  Agricultural  implements,  $585; 
boots  and  shoes,  $6,346;  cheese,  $2,475;  coal  and  coke,  $8,165; 
clothing,  $3,950;  fruits  and  vegetables,  $1,987;  government  stores, 
$12,214;  pumps,  $674;  railway  supplies,  $7,591;  trucks,  $4,599; 
and  tanks  and  vats,  $6,124.  There  was  also  an  increase  in  the  com- 
petition of  the  United  States  with  Europe  in  such  articles  as  cotton 
goods,  drugs  and  chemicals,  hardware  and  cutlery,  earthen  and 
glass  ware,  condensed  milk,  and  other  canned  goods,  etc. 

The  imports  into  the  colony  from  the  United  States  during  1908 
are  shown  in  detail  in  the  table  at  top  of  page  207. 
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Articles. 


Aerated  water. 

Agricultural  implements 

Aiiimab:  Horses  and  mules. . . . 

Books  and  stationery 

BreadstufEs: 

Com 

Floor 

Bmsh  ware 

Cement  and  lime 

dothine. 

Goal  ana  coke 

O^ee 

Confectionery 

Copper. 

Cotton  goods 

Drugs  and  chemicals 

Earthen  and  glass  ware 

Firearms. 

Fish 

Fruit  and  vegetables 

Government  stores 

Ha«8 

Hay  and  oats 

Iron  and  steel,  manufiactures  of: 

Hardware  and  cutlery 

Machinery 

Railway  material 

Sewing  machines 

Jewehy  and  plated  ware 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Saddlery  and  harness 

Other 

Matchca. 

Musical  instruments 

Oils: 

OttsoUne 

Mineral 

Petroleum 

Other 

Paints 


Value. 


12,062 

799 

2,180 

5,330 

6,371 

116,302 

1,708 

14,336 

22,799 

13,029 

6,232 

4,950 

1,364 

112,046 

29,727 

3,646 

4,936 

4,726 

12,358 

16,666 

6,661 

14,339 

41,585 
31,452 
19,309 
3,323 
4,007 

106,660 
1,614 
1.610 
4,419 
4,880 

6,600 
25,716 
4,663 
2,928 
3,063 


Articles. 


Perfumery 

Pitch  and  tar 

Plants  and  seeds 

Powder 

Provisions: 

Bacon  and  hams 

Beef  and  pork 

Butter 

Lard 

Poultry 

Other 

Rice 

Rope  and  twine 

Ship  chandlery 

Shot  and  ammunition 

Soap 

Spirits,  wines,  etc.: 

Beer  and  cider 

Whisky 

Wine 

Sugar.. .•. 

Tanks  and  vats 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures  of: 

Cigars 

Cigarettes 

Leaf. 

Other 

Tombstones 

Toys 

Trucks  for  lumbering 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Blinds,  doors,  etc 

Furniture 

Lumber- 
Dressed 

Rough 

Wooden  ware,  etc 

All  other  articles 

Total 


Value. 


$5,771 
591 
523 
845 

31,264 
75,766 
21,164 
20,366 
958 
122,666 
2,133 
9,687 
3,180 
4,880 
6,403 

10,980 
6,210 
1,317 
11,004 
11,201 

14,060 

3,978 

16,182 

910 

614 

1,060 

4,797 

8,638 
7,767 

20,396 

11,634 

2,694 

57,413 


1,162,114 


The  item  of  machinery  was  looked  into  by  this  consulate  and 
the  entries  under  that  head  show  that  it  includes  an  artesian  well- 
boring  outfit,  eq^uipment  for  two  sawmills,  a  traction  engine  for 
hauling  logs,  various  railway  supplies,  etc.,  all  of  which  came  from 
the  United  States.  The  use  of  all  except  the  well-boring  equipment 
proved  successful. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908 
was  $909,608.     The  articles  and  their  values  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Banana* 

1140,782 

82,288 

200,721 

1,836 

336 

258 

7,434 

17,923 

348 

Roonces 

13,046 

Cocoannts 

?0: 

Cedar 

Chicle  gum 

23,649 

Hides  and  skins 

Mahogany 

427,996 

Household  effects 

Rosewood 

2,312 

Inm,  pig  ( ballast) 

All  other  articles 

680 

Plantains 

Total 

Rubber 

909,606 

Sanaparilla 

SCARCITY  OF   LABOR — OPENING  OP  PIRST  RAILROAD. 

The  (jovemment  is  making  an  effort  to  overcome  the  scarcity  of 
agricultural  labor,  which  is  the  greatest  drawback  to  the  develop- 
ment, progress,  and  settlement  or  this  colony.    The  labor  available 
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consists  of  Caribs  and  Indians,  but  they  are  not  inclined  to  work,  so 
the  Government  has  made  oners  to  induce  East  Indian  coolies  to 
come  to  the  colony,  either  directly  from  India,  or  from  British  Colmn- 
bia.  where  they  have  emigrated  in  laj^e  numbers  to  engage  in  railwav 
building,  whicn  is  now  completed.  This  climate  would  suit  the  cool- 
ies admirably,  and  with  their  frugal  and  thrifty  habits  they  could 
save  some  money,  at  the  same  time  putting  himdreds  of  acres  under 
cultivation. 

On  October  18, 1908^  the  British  Honduras  Railway  was  opened  by 
the  acting  governor  with  suitable  ceremonies,  some  14  miles  having 
been  completed.  This  is  the  first  railroad  to  be  built  in  the  colony, 
and  will  extend  25  miles  from  Stann  Creek  westward  through  the  val- 
ley of  the  same  name,  rendering  available  for  ajgriculture  large  areas  of 
crown  and  private  lands.  The  crown  land  is  offered  at  $2.50  per 
acre,  with  an  agreement  to  cultivate,  and  private  land  can  be  pro- 
cured by  purchase  or  lease  on  about  the  same  terms.  Bananas, 
cocoanuts,  and  cacao  can  be  grown  with  profit  to  the  planter.  This 
railroad  was  built  by  the  Government,  and  my  personal  efforts  to 
secure  the  placing  of  orders  for  equipment  in  the  United  States  were 
not  very  successful.  The  crown  agents  for  the  colonj  in  London 
decided  in  favor  of  English  manufacturers,  but  the  ties  were  pur- 
chased in  the  United  States.  The  road  is  or  3-foot  gauge,  well  built, 
and  equipped  with  sufficient  rolling  stock  for  present  purposes.  The 
trains  nm  out  to  the  end  of  a  pier  some  300  feet  long,  which  was  built 
of  heavy  creosoted  timber,  and  extends  into  deep  water  far  enough  to 
accommodate  vessels  of  20  feet  draft.  Interior  communications 
have  been  extended  and  improved  by  means  of  motor  boats  of  Ught 
draft  and  great  power.  Of  the  hundred  or  more  of  these  on  the  rivers 
and  coast  of  this  colonv  but  five  have  engines  other  than  American, 
but  the  boats  were  built  in  this  coimtry. 

IMPROVEMENTS — FREIGHT   SERVICE  TO  THE   UNITED  STATES. 

The  arrival  of  a  civil  engineer  to  assume  the  newly-created  office  of 
director  of  public  works  has  brought  great  satisfaction,  and  the  action 
taken  to  carry  out  his  first  recommendation,  which  was  for  the  com- 
mencement of  dredging  operations  on  the  coast,  was  prompt  and 
effective.  About  $25,000  will  be  voted  for  a  dredge  and  work  will 
begin  on  the  shallow  bars  of  the  Belize  River,  the  Rio  Hondo,  and  the 
other  half  dozen  rivers  of  the  colony.  No  otner  pubUc  works  are  con- 
templated for  1909,  as  the  revenue  will  not  warrant  more  expenditure. 
The  revenue  is  about  $400,000  annually,  and  with  railroad  building, 
road  making,  and  the  maintenance  of  a  few  but  inexpensive  lights  on 
the  coast,  and  the  running  expenses  of  the  Government,  there  is  left 
no  surplus. 

The  regular  freight  service  between  the  United  States  and  Belize 
was  increased  dunng  1908  by  the  dispatch  of  a  monthly  steamer  of 
the  United  Fruit  Company  from  New  York  to  this  port,  returning  bj 
the  way  of  Guatemala,  Uosta  Rica.  Colombia,  arid  Jamaica.  This 
consulate  cleared  during  1908  for  tne  United  States  12  steamships 
loaded  with  mahogany  and  cedar  wood,  and  4  vessels  loaded  with 
cocoanuts. 
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COSTA  RICA. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul  John  C.  Caldwell,  San  Josi. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  Costa  Rica  in  1908,  according  to  Costa 
Rican  figures,  amounted  to  $13,164,040,  of  which  $5,425,526  repre- 
sented imports  and  $7,738,514  exports.  The  imports  into  and  ex- 
ports from  Costa  Rica,  by  countries,  during  the  year  were  as  follows: 


Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

United  States 

$2,615,281 
814,004 
420,301 
118,283 
144,722 

S4, 073, 627 
217,004 
35,763 

SDanlsh  America 

184,083 

l,232,2n 

106,641 

G«rmMiy ... 

United  Kingdom 

13,339,346 
72,774 

Ytwaco 

;  other  countries 

Total 

Italy     .. 

RnQJn'    

5,425,526 

7,738,514 

VALUE  OP  IMPORTS  IN  DETAIL. 

The  value  of  the  imports  from  the  three  leading  countries — the 
United  States,  United  Kingdom,  and  Germany — ouring  1907  was 
$3,723,384,  $1,716,368,  and  $797,942,  respectively,  while  the  imports 
from  the  same  countries  in  1908  were  valued  at  $2,515,281,  $1,232,211, 
and  $814,004,  respectively.  The  value  of  the  principal  articles,  with 
increases  or  decreases  as  compared  with  1907,  imported  from  these 
three  countries  during  1908  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Artloles. 


Breadstufls: 

Flour 

Meal 

Canned  goods 

Candles 

Cement 

Cloth: 

Cotton 

Silk  and  mixed 

Wool 

Coal 

Drugs  and  medicines 

DriMraite 

Electrical  material 

Fomitme 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Hardware 

Machetes 

Machines  and  machinery- 
Agricultural 

Coffee 

Milling 

Mining 

Sugar 

Otfe 

Mining  materials 

Pipes,  nails,  etc 

Railway  material , 

Roofing  material,  etc 

Tramway  material 

Tools 

Leather  and  leather  goods 


United  States. 


Value. 


1340,157 

6,432 

34,006 

319 

11.908 

257,567 

32,599 

2,242 

2,888 

60,959 

1,203 

64,802 

39,310 

34,770 
19,465 

2.414 
21,592 
13,314 
11,947 

7,603 
66,023 

3,622 
66,417 
130,228 
18,008 
29,937 
24,682 
75,542 
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Increase 
(+)or 
decrease 


-1131,441 

-  5,532 
+  6,721 

78 

+  3,490 

-  48,642 
+  17,882 

-  2,989 

-  14,144 

-  5,636 

-  16.583 

-  22,909 
+  6,182 

+  1,495 

-  7,642 


811 

2,792 

6,458 

4,022 

1.996 

42,844 

71,723 

8,853 

243,424 

4,lb8 

26.107 

2,459 

3,682 


Germany. 


Value. 


Increase 
(+)or 
decrease 


13,794 

824 

14,471 

134.627 

27,130 

46,412 

128 

9,733 


2,161 
13,967 

3.044 
1,933 

262 
186 


77 

5,246 

1,977 

6.131 

15,883 

369 

1,668 

1,975 

24,105 


-11,168 
+  824 
-10,079 

-10,354 

-  2,298 

-  5,388 

-  307 
-15,299 


-  1,879 

-  367 

-  1,587 

+  262 

-  742 


-  562 
— .  866 
+  149 
+  1,977 
-33,571 
+11,830 

-  762 

-  5,336 
+      533 

-  713 


United  Kingdom. 


Value. 


$7,320 

22,258 

848 

804,320 
32,594 
73,127 

176,996 
15,563 


472 
7,289 

1,743 
9,319 

606 
10,642 


Increase 
(+)or 
decrease 


-  $4,716 
+  3,608 

-  171 

-241,164 

-  23,389 

-  42,806 
+  17,466 

-  4,641 


+  472 

-  340 

-  3,541 

-  2,606 

-  867 

-  7,288 


4,834 

7,233 

941 

69,672 
1,241 

82,382 


1,739 
4,270 


331 
+  2,826 

-  6,542 

-  259 
+  35,666 
-134,720 

-  26,627 

-  1,646 

-  219 

-  4,573 
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Articles. 


Oils: 

iDdostrlal 

Kerosene 

Linseed 

Lubricating 

Pi^r: 

Printing 

Wrapping 

Other 

Paraflln 

Provisions: 

Hams 

Meat,  salted 

Lard 

Tallow 

Rubber  goods 

Spirits,  wines,  and  malt  liquors: 

Beer 

Whisky 

Wines 

Timber,  building 

Tobacco: 

Chewing 

Leaf 

Manufactured 

All  other  articles 


.     Total 2,515,281 


United  States. 


Value. 


$11,560 
11,880 
2,428 
14,600 

6,0G0 
8,801 
16,278 
77,092 

12.863 
111,358 
88.080 
28,043 
13,253 

14,835 

14,067 

1,400 

75,408 

54,703 

12,341 

5,132 

550,466 


Increase 

(+)or 
decrease 


+  S933 
+  5,624 
+      540 

-  1,020 

+  1,158 

-  204 
+  2,228 
+  1,310 

-  2.017 
+46,078 

-  7,350 

-  136 

-  4,065 

-  771 

-  2,096 

-  1,023 
-10,153 

+  4,601 
+  5,202 
+      162 


Germany. 


United  Kingdom. 


Value. 


1676 


2,880 


5,336 
10,049 
14.996 


760 

10 

1,685 


3,047 
28,720 


10,622 
656 


644 
407,584 


Increase 
(+)or 
decrease 


-  1138 


+  2,306 
+  0,124 
+  3,860 


368 
10 


-  1,322 
-12,155 


+  1406 
+      655 


-      250 
+      127 


Value. 


$6,167 


3,135 
120 


6,688 
406 

1,776 
160 
407 
176 

7,828 

12,042 
3,174 
13,636 


71 


24,748 
818,231 


814,004  j 1    1,232,211 


Increase 

(+)or 

decrease 

(-)■ 


+$1,778 


-  461 
+      129 

-  96 

-  62 
+  2,660 
+      406 

+  606 

+  160 

+  407 

+  176 

-  986 

+         « 

-  2,479 
+  6,071 


+       71 
-       88 

+  8,619 


The  most  noticeable  change  in  the  imports  from  the  United  States 
was  in  railway  material,  which  showed  a  decrease  of  $243,424.  Flour 
and  cotton  cloth  decreased  $131,441  and  $48,642,  respectively. 


EXPORTS   IN  DETAIL. 


The  exports  to  the  four  principal  countries — the  United  States, 
France,  Germany,  and  the  Unitea  Kingdom — in  1908,  according  to 
Costa  Rican  figures,  were  as  follows: 


Arttdes. 


United 
States. 


France 


Qermany. 


United 
Kingdom. 


Bananas 

Cacao 

Coffee 

Hides  and  skins. 

Rubber 

Wood:  Cedar,  mahogany,  etc. 
Ail  other  articles 

Total 

Bullion: 

Gold 

Silver 

Grand  total 


$3,172,046 
5,974 
107,806 
41,640 
88,740 
8,059 
31,004 


3,400,271 

692,068 
81,288 


4,073,627 


11 
29,274 


4,474 
1,609 


8967 

177, 2S0 

14,712 

548 

18,487 

5,631 


35,753 


217,004 


35,753 


217,004 


850,060 

1,728,196 

1,228 

1,208 

82,890 

1,522.277 


3,330,346 


8,330,346 


In  exports  the  heaviest  decrease  was  in  coflfee,  amounting  to 
$324,232  for  the  United  States,  $716,297  for  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  $192,250  for  Germany.  Exports  of  gold  bullion  increased  and 
those  of  silver  decreased.  The  value  of  wood  exported  to  Germany 
decreased  $100,000. 
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IMPBOVBMENTS — BAILBOADS — MINING FINANCES. 

The  new  railway  station  in  San  Jose  was  completed  during  the 
year.  Work  continued  on  the  new  national  library  and  on  the  new 
penitentiary.  Several  small  electric  plants  were  installed  in  the 
interior  towns. 

A  contract  has  been  made  with  an  American  engineer  to  complete 
the  Pacific  Railway  to  the  Pacific.  Some  work  was  done  on  it  during 
1908.  The  Costa  Kica  Electric  Light  and  Traction  Company  started 
work  on  an  extension  of  its  street  railway  in  San  Jose  to  a  suburb  of 
the  city — Guadalupe.  The  extension  is  about  3^  miles  long.  Material 
for  both  these  extensions  comes  from  the  United  States. 

The  Tres  Amigos  and  Boston  mines  made  very  satisfactory  ship- 
ments. Work  on  the  development  and  installation  of  the  plant  went 
on  at  the  Montezuma  mines,  but  no  ore  was  milled.  Development 
work  was  carried  on  at  the  Aguacate  group  of  mines,  and  the  com- 
pany owning  these  properties  began  the  installation  of  an  electric 
plant  to  furnish  motive  power.  This  jjlant  is  on  the  Rio  Grande,  some 
miles  from  the  mines.  Several  options  on  mining  properties  are 
still  pending. 

The  general  financial  conditions  during  the  year  were  not  favorable. 
The  conee  crop  was  poor.  The  panic  of  1907  naturally  had  some 
effect  in  Costa  Rica.  The  revenues  of  the  Government  materially 
decreased,  while  expenses  remained  the  same.  The  Government 
contracted  several  temporary  loans.  Heavy  rains  in  October  did 
great  damage  on  the  Pacific  slope,  inundating_villages,  carrying  away 
bridges,  and  destroying  crops.  The  Pacific  Railway  suffered  heavy 
damage  and  for  some  montns  passengers  and  freight  had  to  be  trans- 
ferred around  washouts  ana  landslides.  In  December  torrential 
rains  on  the  Atlantic  slope  caused  immense  damage  to  the  Costa 
Rica  Railway  and  to  banana  farms  in  the  coast  region.  Several 
bridges  were  carried  away  and  through  traffic  to  Limon  was  inter- 
rupted for  several  montlis.  All  these  causes  combined  to  create  a 
depressed  financial  condition,  which  has  been  growing  worse  during 
the  present  year.  Exchange,  which  usually  varies  but  two  or  three 
points  from  par,  remained  a  number  of  points  above  throughout  the 
year. 

THE   BANANA   INDU8TBT — DEGLABED  EXPOBT8. 

In  1900  the  exportation  of  bananas  was  made  free  for  a  period 
of  10  years.  Two  years  ago,  in  anticipation  of  the  expiration  of 
this  period,  the  question  or  an  export  duty  was  discussed  in  Con- 
gress. Three  times  within  two  years  laws,  in  the  form  of  conditional 
contracts  between  the  Government  and  the  fruit  company,  which 
controls  the  entire  business,  were  passed,  imposing  a  duty  or  1  cent 
American  gold  per  bimch,  tor  a  term  of  years,  but  in  each  case  the 
company  declined  to  accept  certain  conditions  contained  in  the  laws 
as  passed,  and  consequently  the  laws  became  null  and  void.  It  is 
not  apparent  that  anything  will  be  done  in  regard  to  an  export 
duty  before  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  free  exportation — October 
29,  1910.  The  enect  of  the  discussion  has  adversely  affected  the 
banana  industry.  Contracts  with  private  growers  which  expire  are 
renewed  only  for  short  periods,  and  contracts  for  new  cultivations 
are  withheld  awaiting  developments. 
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COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 


The  declared  value  of  exports  from  San  Jose  to  the  United  States 
m  1908  was  $3^757,  consisting  of  household  effects  worth  $546  and 
returned  Amencan  goods,  $3,21 1.  The  declared  value  of  exports 
from  the  Puntas  Arenas  agency,  including  gold  bullion  valued  at 
$9,534,  was  $92,320.  The  articles  were:  Coffee,  $48,741;  hides  and 
skins,  $13,528;  old  copper,  $484;  rubber,  $16,557;  wood,  $3,297; 
other  articles,  $179. 

PORT  UMON. 

By  Consul  Chester  Donaldson. 

The  imports  into  Port  Limon  during  1908  were  valued  at  $5,348,242. 
against  $7,260,000  in  1907,  a  decrease  of  $1,911,758.  The  United 
States  supplied  50  per  cent  of  the  imports;  United  Kingdom,  20 
per  cent;  Germany,  15  per  cent;  France,  8  per  cent;  and  all  other 
countries.  7  per  cent.  The  leading  articles  were  as  follows:  Cotton 
cloth  valued  at  $980,000;  flour,  $468,000;  machinery,  $247,600; 
woolen  cloth,  $212,000;  coal,  $185,000;  and  rice,  $100,000.  The 
United  States  furnished  25  per  cent  of  the  cotton  cloth,  all  the  flour. 
80  per  cent  of  the  machinery,  85  per  cent  of  the  coal,  5  per  cent  of 
the  woolen  cloth,  and  10  per  cent  of  the  rice. 

The  exports  from  Port  Limon  for  1908,  including  gold  and  silver, 
amounted  to  $7,256,000,  a  decrease  of  $1,116,000  from  1907.  The 
leading  items  or  export  in  1908  were:  Bananas  worth  $4,027,728; 
coffee,  $2,046,520;  gold  and  silver,  $673,353;  cocoa,  $74,000;  hides, 
$60,000;  and  rubber,  $40,500.  Of  the  shipments  of  bananas  the 
United  States  took  68  per  cent;  coffee,  12  per  cent;  hides,  60  per 
cent;  rubber,  95  per  cent;  cocoa,  40  per  cent;  and  all  tJie  gold 
and  silver. 

GUATEMALA. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Vice-Consul-Gbneral  William  Owen,  Guatemala. 

The  total  foreign  commerce  of  Guatemala  in  1908  amoimted  to 
$12,567,729,  of  which  $5,811,586  worth  was  imports  and  $6,756,143 
exports.  The  trade  in  1907  was  valued  at  $17,491,060,  the  imports 
bemg  $7,316,574  and  the  exports  $10,174,486.  The  percentage  of 
imports  from  the  United  States  in  1906,  1907,  and  1908  was  42,  40. 
and  37,  respectively;  Germany,  23,  22,  and  27  per  cent;  Unitea 
Kingdom,  21,  22,  and  23  per  cent;  and  other  coimtries,  14,  16,  and 
13  per  cent. 

The  principal  imports  into  Guatemala  during  1908  from  the  lead- 
ing countries  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Artides. 


United 
States. 


Oft- 

znaziy. 


United 
King, 
dom. 


Other 
ootmtrtes. 


Bags 

Beer 

Breadstufls: 

Com 

Flour... 
Wheat.. 

Carriages... 

China  ware. 


15,055 
10,378 

670 

891,806 

978 

11,193 

1,878 


180,304 
25,109 


7 

2,406 

25,577 


155,757 
7,888 


30 
809 


12,154 
1,430 

1,448 


366 

1,890 
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Articles. 


United 

Ger- 

United 
King- 
dom. 

States. 

many. 

127,519 

315,345 

S245,909 

$641,602 

11,619 

54,934 

1,131 

11,281 

20,022 

2,096 

4,709 

30,380 

20,854 

162,606 

176,313 

42,609 

90,517 

10,448 

1,527 

1,313 

189 

68 

4,975 

1,646 

935 

1,888 

677 

2,275 

9,419 

2,907 

224 

30,157 

30,117 

6,715 

3,006 

50,056 

16,091 

Other 
coimtries. 


Cotton,  and  manofaotores  of: 

Raw 

Fabrics 

Electrical  apparatus  and  supplies 

Olassware 

lion  and  steel,  manulactures  of: 

Galvanized  roofing 

Hardware  and  machinery  — 

Railway  material 

Safes 

Sewing  machines 

Typewriters 

Rice 

Sak  goods 

Woolen  goods 


110,560 
67,263 

■"8,'668 

4,065 
16,602 


54 

"7,'676 
81,280 
10,952 


The  quantity  of  merchandise  imported,  taking  into  consideration 
the  high  rates  of  exchange  that  ruled  during  the  past  year,  together 
with  increased  customs  duties,  is  gratifying.  The  small  falling  oflF 
was  for  the  most  part  in  fancy  articles. 

The  number  of  stores  at  this  capital  and  the  sharp  competition 
have  tended  to  reduce  the  margin  or  profit  made  by  the  importer. 

Owing  to  the  dry  weather  in  April,  May,  and  June  the  com  crop 
of  the  northern  and  western  sections  of  the  RepubUc  was  damaged, 
which  will  necessitate  the  importation  of  this  article  during  1909. 

CHARACTER  AND  VALUE  OF  EXPORTS. 

The  articles  and  amount  of  each  exported  in  1907  and  1908,  accord- 
ing to  Guatemalan  figures,  are  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 


Chicle 

Cocoa... 

Coffee.. 

Hides... 

Robber. 


1907. 


1179,904 

68,552 

1,498 

9,019,949 

292,928 

196,060 


1906. 


$200,474 

60,711 

2,195 

5,607,184 

266,707 

158,574 


Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Skins 

Sugar 

Woods 

All  other  articles 

121,469 

142,153 

236,464 

15,489 

r24,576 
186,788 
144,349 
15,585 

Total 

10,174,486 

6,756,143 

The  percentage  of  the  exports  shipped  to  the  United  States  in  1906, 
1907,  and  1908  was  30,  34,  and  26,  respectively;  Germany,  53,  52, 
and  58  per  cent;  United  Kingdom,  12,  10,  and  11  per  cent,  and  other 
countries,  5,  4,  and  5  per  cent. 

The  United  Fruit  Company  has  cleared  and  planted  in  bananas 
upward  of  9,000  acres  of  land  in  the  department  of  Izabal,  on  the 
line  of  the  Guatemala  Northern  Railroad,  commencing  20  miles  from 
Puerto  Barrios.  Commodious  houses  have  been  erected  on  this  prop- 
erty and  sanitary  methods  employed  to  secure  the  health  or  the 
employees.  Clearing  and  planting  are  to  be  continued.  When  it  is 
understood  that  the  yield  of  bananas  is  about  15  bunches  per  acre 
each  month,  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  the  near  future  will  bring  a 
great  increase  in  shipment  of  that  fruit  from  Puerto  Barrios. 
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The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  during  1908 
from  Guatemala  and  the  agencies  at  Champerico,  Livingston,  Ocos, 
and  San  Jose  de  Guatemala  was  as  follows: 


ArUcies. 

Guate- 
mala. 

Cham- 
perico. 

Living- 
ston. 

Ooos. 

San  Jose 

deOaute- 

mala. 

Total. 

Bananas 

$156,062 

130,062 

6,026 

681 

486 

$156,062 

Coffee 

$1,886 

$739,614 
4,349 
6,960 
2,324 
12,558 

$200,081 

1,761 

260 

143 

$825,204 
2,471 
31,356 
10,898 
32,620 
10,623 

1,896,736 

Hides 

14,607 

Rubber 

38,165 

Bklns 

13,860 

Sugar 

630 

45,800 

Timber 

6,473 
7,406 

16,096 

Other  articles 

379 

7.780 

Total 

2,895 
188 

764,704 

306,106 
1,664 

202,264 

913,174 
1,083 

2,188,134 
2,834 

Returned  American  goods 

Orand  total 

3,063 

764,704 

306,670 

202,264 

914,267 

2,190,968 

COMPETITION   IN  TRANSPORTATION — RAILWAY   CX)NSTRUCTION. 

The  most  important  development  in  Guatemala  is  that  in  railroad 
construction  and  in  the  outlook  of  roads  in  operation.  The  Guate- 
mala Northern  Railway,  which  gives  this  capital  an  open  door  on 
the  Atlantic  coast  and  which  was  inaugurated  in  Januarv,  1908,  has 
not  yet  received  the  share  of  traffic  to  which  it  is  entitled  on  account 
of  the  sharp  competition  of  the  Pacific  steamship  lines,  notably  the 
Kosmos  Line,  which  diverted  large  quantities  of  coffee  through  the 
Pacific  ports  to  Salina  Cruz,  Mexico,  lor  shipment  across  the  Isthmus 
of  Tehuantepec  to  destination. 

The  Guatemala  Central  Railroad,  an  American  company,  has 
secured  control  of  the  Ferrocarril  Occidental  and  placed  tne  two 
under  one  management.  The  combined  roads  have  186  miles  of 
track,  which  for  75  miles  is  parallel  to  the  Pacific  coast  and  skirts 
the  foothills  of  the  richest  producing  section  of  the  RepubUc. 

The  Guatemala  Railway  has  in  nand  a  contract  to  build  a  line 
from  Zacapa  through  the  city  of  Chiquimula  to  Santa  Ana,  in  Sal- 
vador, thus  giving  that  RepubUc  a  northern  outlet.  The  date  of 
commencement  oF  actual  construction  depends  upon  conditions, 
financial  and  otherwise.  It  is  expected  bv  tne  officers  of  the  Guate- 
mala road  that  work  will  be  commenced  auring  the  present  year. 

A  contract  between  the  Grovemment  of  Guatemala  and  the  Central 
Railroad  for  the  construction  of  some  28  miles  of  road  to  connect  the 
line  of  Ferrocarril  Occidental  and  the  terminus  of  the  Pan-American 
road  at  the  Mexican  frontier  has  been  hanging  fire  for  upward  of  a 

J  ear.  The  Central  Railroad*  will  have  this  new  line  surveyed  and 
seated  during  the  present  year.  Construction  will  follow  should 
financial  and  other  conditions  of  this  RepubUc  warrant  a  further 
investment  of  the  necessary  capital.  The  Grovemment  also  pro- 
poses to  build  a  railroad  connectmg  the  city  of  Quezaltenango  with 
the  Occidental  road  at  San  FeUpe. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  American  flag  is  seldom  seen  at  Puerto 
Barrios.  The  United  Fruit  Company  runs  steamers  thence  to  New 
York  and  New  Orleans,  but  they  are,  with  few  exceptions,  of  foreign 
ownership. 
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The  debt  of  the  Republic  m  1907  was  $12,360,032  gold,  or 
$48,939,266  Guatemalan  currency,  and  in  1908,  813,694,445  gold, 
or  $40,047,635  currency.  The  revenues  in  1908  amounted  to 
$37,335,957  currency,  while  the  expenditures  were  $49,794,934, 
making  the  net  increase  of  the  debt,  in  Guatemalan  currency, 
$12,458,977. 

HONDURAS. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Consul  William  E.  Aloer,  Tegucigalpa. 

The  year  1908  was  not  a  prospjerous  one  for  the  RepubUc  of  Hon- 
duras. However,  many  concessions  were  granted  during  the  year 
for  construction  of  railroads,  exploitation  or  natural  resources,  etc., 
all  of  which  will  doubtless  be  approved  by  Congress,  and  if  complied 
with  by  the  concessionaries  will  enable  Honduras,  if  conditions  are 
propitious,  to  once  more  start  on  the  road  to  development  and 
prosperity. 

According  to  government  statistics,  the  total  foreign  trade  of 
Honduras  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  July  31,  1908,  amounted  to 
$4,664,039,  of  which  the  imports  were  valued  at  $2,829,979  and 
the  exports  at  $1,834,060,  against  a  total  trade  in  the  preceding  year 
of  $4,343,805,  the  imports  being  valued  at  $2,331,398  and  the  exports 
at  $2,012,407. 

The  imports  into  and  the  exports  from  Honduras  for  the  fiscal 
years  ended  July  31,  1907  and  1908,  by  countries,  were  as  follows: 


Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1906-7. 

1907-8. 

1906-7. 

1907-8. 

United  States 

11,562,642 

63,404 

110,425 

209,069 

8,199 

34,849 

36,173 

23,501 

269,786 

13,380 

11,878,942 
108,735 
97,540 
248,660 
15,038 
53,189 
40,074 
27,643 
339,746 
20,422 

11,824,914 
11,962 

$1,591,351 

British  Honduras 

33,040 

Pnnce 

1,861 

Gflinany 

43,615 

90,160 

Italy.... 

Nlcarasoa. 

1,484 
7,813 

1,889 

Salvador 

54,399 

BffMn 

Tfn^ted  Kingdom 

1,126 
121,503 

32,131 

All  other  conntiies r , .  - , , 

29,229 

Total 

2,331,398 

2,829,979 

2,012,407 

1,834,060 

EXPORTS   BY   ARTICLES. 


The  exports  by  articles,  including  bullion  and  specie,  according  to 
government  figures,  for  the  fiscal  years  1906-7  ana  1907-8  are  shown 
in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 

1906-7. 

1907-8. 

Articles. 

1906-7. 

1907-«. 

Animals,  live 

$142, 11& 

$76,670 
31,682 
77,068 

768,606 

76,866 

3,949 

88,619 

372,222 

1,728 

30,272 

6,792 
36,271 

Wood— Continued. 

Other 

$3,665 
55,679 

Cheese..'. 

$21,678 
40,603 

Coffee 

1,889 

910,916 
62,760 
3,467 
79,663 
613,727 
1,663 
38,745 

8,868 
18,324 

All  other  articles  .. 

Fruits  and  nuts: 

Bananas 

Total 

1,841,432 

1,631,006 

Coooannts 

Bullion  and  specie: 

Gold  and  gold  dust 

Silver- 
Bar 

Hats,  straw 

6,290 

132,168 
32,517 

Hides  and  skins 

18,860 

If  inerals  and  ores 

pi^t^^ 

85,912 

Bubher 

Specie 

98.280 

Wood: 

Cedar 

Qrand  total 

2,012,407       1,834,060 

Mahogany 
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The  declared  value  of  the  exports  invoiced  at  the  several  American 
consulates  in  Honduras  to  the  United  States  during  the  calendar 
year  1908  was  $2,940,103,  against  $3,125,258  for  1907. 

A  PEOGBESSIVE   MINING  COMPANY. 

During  1908  an  American  mining  company  located  in  the  San 
Juancito  district  gave  employment  to  1,831  persons,  of  which  20  were 
from  the  United  States.  Tlie  company  paid  in  salaries  and  wages 
during  the  year  $352,000.  It  imported  1,045  tons  of  suppUes,  valued 
at  $164,880,  aU  of  which  was  of  American  manufacture.  During 
the  vear  the  company  mined  and  milled  29,518  tons  of  ore,  which 
jrielded  978,450  ounces  of  silver  and  14,684  ounces  of  gold,  aU  of  which 
was  shipped  to  New  York  for  smelting  and  refining.  The  production 
in  1907  was  923,437  ounces  of  silver  and  11,950  ounces  of  gold. 

The  company  has  completed  a  modern  cyanide  plant  and  is  install- 
ing a  950-horsepower  electric  station  for  generating  power  to  operate 
two  air  compressors,  capable  of  deUvering  4,000  cubic  feet  of  air  per 
minute.  The  machinery  for  this  new  plant  came  from  the  United 
States. 

The  value  of  the  exports  declared  from  the  Tegucigalpa  district  to 
the  United  States  during  1908  was  $700,648,  against  $723,023  in 
1907.  The  leading  items  for  1908  were  as  follows:  Cyanide  products 
worth  $408,558;  gold  and  silver  concentrates,  $95,644;  gold  buUion, 
$66,640;  silver  buUion,  $31,655;  and  hides  and  skinS;  $13,759. 

•  CEIBA. 

By  Consul  Drew  Linard. 

The  value  of  exports  of  native  products  from  this  consular  district 
for  1908  shows  a  sUght  decrease,  as  compared  with  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year.  The  unusual  and  prolonged  drought  during  1908  caused 
considerable  loss  and  damage  to  banana  production,  the  principal 
industry  of  the  district. 

The  area  of  production  of  bananas  increased  about  20  per  cent 
during  the  year,  but  the  declared  exports  showed  a  faUing  off  in  total 
value.  This  fact  has  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  larger  planters 
the  necessity  of  irrigation  as  a  means  of  protection  against  disastrous 
droughts  and  the  consequent  financial  losses. 

Cocoanuts,  sarsapariUa,  specie,  and  turpentine  show  a  gain  in 
values  of  exports,  while  hides,  mahogany,  and  rubber  show  a  loss 
in  both  value  and  quantity. 

INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT. 

The  construction  of  railroads  in  the  immediate  vicinity  is  gradu- 
ally increasing  the  banana  crop,  while  the  development  of  land  for 
a^cultural  purposes  is  gratifying.  Numerous  concessions  have  been 
given  to  mining  companies  for  the  exploitation  and  development  of 
mineral  resources,  but  more  important  is  the  concession  granted  to 
an  American  companv  to  construct  a  standard-gauge  railroad  from 
the  seaport  of  Truxillo  to  Tegucigalpa,  with  branch  lines  to  impor- 
tant cities  in  the  interior.  The  surveys  for  the  location  are  beine 
rapidly  pushed  and  the  construction  work  is  now  proceeding  inlana 
from  Truxillo. 
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The  development  of  the  valuable  hard-wood  forests  continues  mao- 
tive,  because  of  the  lack  of  capital  to  construct  the  needed  means  of 
transportation  to  the  coast.  The  concessionaries,  however,  are  san- 
guine of  forming  a  company  with  sufficient  capital  to  begin  operations 
this  year. 

The  recent  erection  of  several  substantial  buildingjs  for  business 
purposes  in  Ceiba  and  the  addition  of  a  new  steamship  line  trading 
to  tliis  port,  making  four  in  all,  are  evidences  of  a  tendency  toward 
progress  in  trade  and  commerce  in  this  consular  district. 

TRADE   MOVEMENTS — EXPORTS   TO   THE   UNITED  STATES. 

As  no  record  of  the  value  of  imports  or  countries  from  which  they 
are  received  is  obtainable  at  the  customs-house  at  this  port,  all  man- 
ifests and  invoices  being  sent  to  the  capital  for  filing,  it  is  not  possi- 
ble to  give  a  detailed  report  of  the  imports  for  1908.  But  judging 
from  information  obtained  from  authoritative  sources  it  is  thought 
that  the  total  imports  about  equaled  those  of  the  preceding  year. 
Canned  and  bottled  goods,  hardware,  dry  goods,  and  building  mate- 
rials featured  most  prominently  among  the  imports. 

The  United  States  took  all  the  exports  from  this  district  in  1908 
and  furnished  approximately  95  per  cent  of  the  imports  which  passed 
through  the  customs  at  this  port,  the  remaining  5  per  cent  being 
about  equally  divided  among  the  United  Kingdom,  Germany,  ana 
France. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  for  1908  showed 
a  decrease  of  $209,334  rrom  the  previous  year.  The  following 
detailed  statement  gives  the  articles  and  their  values  in  each  of  the 
past  two  years: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Fruits  and  nuts: 

11,048,832 

6,13« 

961 

31 

32,663 

$748,756 

148,750 

1,665 

22 

17,938 

205 

1,744 

Rubber 

1^1,562 
18,135 

116,040 

Panmiwi .,,-.... 

SarsapariUa 

300 

rocoftimtn. 

ShellsVT 

Orangee 

Specie 

1,700 

1,657 

77,083 

3,825 
4,800 
46,813 

Other 

iTifpentiiie. 

Hides  and  skins 

AU  other  articles.  ...'.'.*.* 

Parrots 

Total 

Rffln 

537 

1,219,200 

1,009,866 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  the  agencies  of  Tela  and 
Bonacca  to  the  United  States  was  $100,166  and  $50,917,  respectively. 
Bananas  were  the  only  article  of  export  from  Tela,  while  tne  princi- 
pal items  from  Bonacca  were  cocoanuts,  valued  at  $21,543;  bananas, 
$16,798;  and  plantains,  $6,575. 

PUERTO  CORTES. 

By  Consul  William  E.  Algeb. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  Puerto  Cortes  to  the  United 
States  for  1908  was  $1,229,589,  agamst  $1,183,035  and  $1,507,575 
for  1907  and  1906,  respectively.  The  exports  of  bananas  lead  with 
2,020,200   bunches,  valued  at  $1,010,100,  followed  by  coffee  and 
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rubber.    The  following  are  the  principal  articles  exported  during 
1907  and  1908  and  their  values  for  each  year: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Bananas 

11,000,000 
11,060 
2,200 
19,362 
33,233 
26,604 
9,365 
54,398 

$1,010,100 
38,488 

3,061 
11,771 
24,040 
19.126 

5,323 
14,308 

All  other  articles 

11,006 

$4,686 

Coffee 

Total 

Hat8,  Panama             .  . 

1,158,120 
19,183 
5,732 

1,131,823 

Hides 

Bullion  and  specie 

Returned  American  goods 

Grand  total 

56,100 

Rubber 

41,606 

Skins,  deer 

1,183,035 

1,229,580 

Wood 

NICARAGUA. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul  Joai  db  Olivare3,  Managua. 

The  total  foreim  trade  of  Nicaragua  in  1908  was  valued  at 
$6,606,863.  The  figures  for  1907  are  not  available,  but  there  was  a 
decrease  in  the  Republic's  trade  for  1908.  The  imports  were  valued 
at  $2,958,879  and  the  exports  at  $3,647,984,  the  imports  from  the 
United  States  being  $1^434,648  and  the  exports  thereto  $1,594,567. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  imports  into  and  exports 
from  Nicaragua,  by  countries,  in  1906  and  1908,  respectively: 


Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1906. 

1908. 

1906. 

1906. 

United  States 

$1,914,961 
193,661 
400,389 
776,133 
123,685 

$1,434,648 
154,455 
324,774 
826,468 
218,534 

$2,492,480 
480,502 
458,718 
452,142 
347,215 

$1,594,567 

France 

567,067 

Ofrvpi^ny 

641,634 

UnltMl  ft^lnfTf^nm 

502,814 

0th«r  oounteles 

341,882 

Total 

3,406,829 

2,958,879 

4,231,067 

8,647,964 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  the  consular  agency  at  San  Juan 
del  Sur  for  1 908  was  $62,54 1 .  The  principal  articles  were :  India  rub- 
ber. $33,392;  hides,  $11,486;  deerskins,  $5,215;  rosewood,  $4,816; 
coffee,  $2,689. 

BLUEFIEIjDS. 

By  ViCE-CoNBUL  Michael  J.  Clancy. 

The  total  value  of  declared  exports  from  Bluefields  to  the  United 
States  in  1908  was  $1,088,532.  The  following  were  the  principal  arti- 
cles exported : 


= 
Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Am&lmn 

165,601 

531,183 

4,500 

89,275 

1,138 

3,531 

Bullion,  gold 

1389,367 

Bananas                  .... 

Returned  American  goods 

8,767 

Grand  total 

Rubber 

1,068,533 

Shell,  turtle 

All  other  articles 

Total 

605,408 
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CAPE  ORACIAS  A  DIOS. 

By  Consul  Edwin  W.  Tbdcmer. 

During  June,  1903^  the  small  uninhabited  alluvial  island  dividing 
the  WandKs  or  Coco  River  into  two  channels  as  it  flows  into  the  Carib- 
bean Sea  was  selected  as  a  town  site  by  representatives  of  an  American 
company  operating  under  a  mineral;  agricultural,  and  navigation  con- 
cession granted  by  the  Nicaraguan  Government,  the  island  being  a 
part  of  five  caballerias  of  land  (about  559  acres)  granted  to  them^or 
that  purpose. 

A  survev  was  made  jointly  by  government  and  company  engineers, 
and  shortly  afterwards  mechanics  and  machinery  arrived  from  the 
United  States,  a  saw  and  planing  mill  was  installed,  and  the  work  of 
cutting  lumber  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  wharves,  warehouses, 
shops,  stores,  and  other  necessary  buildings  to  house  the  employees 
and  carry  on  the  various  enterprises  began. 

Tugs,  barges,  and  a  small  passenger  boat  were  put  into  commission, 
a  telegraph  Bne  was  constructed  connecting  the  port  with  the  mining 
district,  a  preUminary  survey  for  a  railroad  was  made,  and  early  in 
1904  a  moaem  steel-hull  river  steamer,  built  for  the  company,  arrived 
from  the  United  States  and  has  since  made  weekly  trips  to  the  head  of 
navigation. 

In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  concession,  on  January  1, 1905, 
a  custom-house  and  office  building,  built  by  the  company  for  the 
Nicaraguan  Government,  was  presented  and  occupied  by  the  officials 
of  the  government,  and  the  new  town  officially  declared  a  port  of 
entry. 

Merchants  and  residents  of  the  old  town  of  Cape  Gracias,  some  10 
miles  distant,  gradually  moved  to  the  new  pDrt^  erecting  for  their  use 
substantial  wluirves,  warehouses,  and  other  buildings,  both  commer- 
cial and  residential,  and  until  the  latter  part  of  1906  the  town  grew 
rapidly  and  business  prospered. 

UNFAVORABLE   CONDITIONS. 

In  October  of  that  year  a  hurricane  destroyed  the  rubber  and 
banana  plantations  in  tne  Bluefields  and  Pearl  Lagoon  districts  and 
seriously  checked  business  enterprises  of  all  kinds  on  the  east  coast  of 
Nicaragua.  Operations  were  largely  suspended,  and  the  subsequent 
war  between  Nicaragua  and  Honduras,  followed  by  a  large  increase 
in  Nicaraguan  tariff  duties,  did  not  improve  conditions,  while  the 
failure  during  the  depression  of  1907  or  firais  in  the  United  States 
extensively  interested  in  Nicaraguan  enterprises,  both  commercial  and 
mining,  aaded  to  the  general  depression. 

There  were,  however,  no  failures  in  this  section,  and  business  was 
slowly  reviving  when,  in  October  last,  hurricane  and  tidal  wave  for  the 
second  time  devastated  a  large  territory  along  this  coast,  inundating 
and  sweeping  away  the  towns  of  Principolca  and  Great  River  and 
again  destrojdng  the  banana  plantations  m  the  Pearl  Lagoon  district. 

Except  for  alarmingly  high  tides,  which  at  times  covered  the  island 
to  a  depth  of  several  mches,  no  direct  damage  was  done  at  this  port 
by  the  nurricanes,  but  business  interests  in  eastern  Nicaragua  are  in 
so  many  respects  identical  that  disaster  at  one  point  means  disaster 
to  all,  especially  since  gold  and  bananas,  owing  to  the  growing  scarcity 
of  rubber,  remain  virtually  the  only  commodities  available  for  export. 
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GOLD   BflNES  THE   PRINCIPAL  SOURCE   OP  REVENUE. 

The  welfare  of  this  district  is  now  dependent  ahnost  entirely  upon 
the  gold  mines,  there  being  no  manuiactories,  and  at  present  no 
agricultural  products  are  grown  for  export. 

There  are  no  roads  in  the  district,  tne  towns  being  located  on  the 
river  bank,  and  water  affording  the  only  means  of  transportation. 

Five  wholesale  firms  import  general  merchandise  and  mining  sup- 

{)Ues  at  this  port,  but  the  retail  trade  here  and  along  the  rivers  is 
argely  in  the  hands  of  Chinese,  and  several  mining  companies  have 
lateljr  established  commissaries  and  import  provisions,  dry  goods, 
clothing,  etc.,  directly  from  the  United  States.  House  rents  and  liv- 
ing expenses  are  high,  all  imported  articles  costing  at  retail  more  than 
150  per  cent  above  United  States  prices. 

The  population  is  small,  consisting  of  Nicara^an  oflScials,  soldiers, 
etc.;  the  American,  English,  German,  and  Chinese  merchants;  engi- 
neers, miners,  and  lumbermen,  practically  all  of  whom  are  from  tne 
United  States;  a  number  of  West  India  Islanders,  and  approximately 
7,000  Mosquito  and  Sumu  Indians  who  live  in  small  communities  along 
the  river. 

A  river  steamer  with  a  carrying  capacity  of  100  tons  makes  the  trip 
from  the  old  town  of  Cape  Gracias  to  the  mouth  of  the  WaspooK 
River,  now  the  head  of  steam  navigation,  in  thirtv  hours,  and  trans- 
portation charges  are  much  lower  than  when  small  cargo  boats,  pad- 
dled by  natives,  were  in  use.  There  are  a  large  number  of  men  still 
employed  in  transporting  cargo  to  the  mines,  but  there  are  hundreds 
of  able-bodied  men  without  employment. 

GENERAL  CONDmONS. 

This  condition  may  concern  the  average  Indian  little,  as  his  necessi- 
ties are  well  supplied  by  nature.  Tropical  fruits  and  roots  grow  prac- 
tically spontaneously;  fish,  oysters,  and  game  are  abundant;  he  has 
pigs  and  fowls,  and  his  cattle  roam  at  wul  over  the  savannas.  TTie 
erection  of  a  thatched  bamboo  house  is  only  a  matter  of  a  few  days' 
work,  and  with  food  and  shelter  provided  his  remaining  wants  are 
few. 

The  business  men,  however,  are  beginning  to  reaUze  that  lack  of 
earning  capacity  has  correspondingly  curtailed  the  Indian's  purchas-* 
ing  and  debt-paying  power,  and  they  sadly  miss  the  thousands  of 
silver  soles  formerlv  earned  and  expended  by  these  men,  and  exports 
and  imports  are  falling  off.  The  day  of  the  rubber  cutter  and  placer 
miner  is  passing,^  and  other  industries  must  take  their  place.  The 
most  feasible  project,  the  one  best  understood  by  the  natives  and  the 
one  from  whicn  the  most  immediate  returns  mignt  be  expected,  would 
seem  to  be  the  growing  of  bananas  for  export.  Thousands  of  acres  of 
fertile  land  are  available  and  this  harbor,  without  any  improvement, 
is  now  far  better  than  that  of  many  Caribbean  fruit  ports. 

SHIPPING  FACILFTIES. 

The  Wanks,  like  most  rivers  flowing  into  the  Caribbean,  has  a  bar 
impassable  except  for  light-draft  vessels,  but  unlike  others,  for  several 
miles  above  its  mouth,  only  a  low,  narrow  strip  of  land  separates  it 
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from  a  well-protected  anchorage.  Through  this  strip  a  channel  has 
been  cut  large  enough  for  the  passmg  m  and  out  of  small  boats  used 
to  lighter  cargo.  With  this  cnannel  enlarjged  to  admit  ocean-going 
vessels,  the  river  would  be  navigable  for  fruit  ships  for  a  distance  of  70 
miles. 

For  this  distance  the  river  flows  through  low,  alluvial  land,  the 
banks  gradually  becoming  higher  as  one  ascends.  Above  that  point 
the  depth  lessens,  and  jot  another  70  miles  of  its  course  it  flows 
througn  a  heavily  timbered  pine  district  interspersed  with  savannas, 
and  from  there  to  the  head  of  light-draft  steam  navigation  and  for  hun- 
dreds of  miles  above  along  the  Wanks,  Waspook,  and  their  many 
tributaries,  a  rich,  deep,  red  loam  covered  with  a  heavy  gjrowth  of 
bamboo  slopes  gradually  from  the  banks.  Bamboo  growth  is  consid- 
ered an  evidence  of  great  fertility  by  the  practical  banana  grower, 
and  results  so  far  obtained  warrant  the  behef  that  the  valley  of  the 
Wanks  is  the  best  fruit  section  in  Nicaragua. 

As  compared  with  1907,  rubber  invoiced  at  this  port  during  1908 
showed  a  falling  off  of  40,145  pounds,  while  gold  exports  increased 
during  the  same  period  8,129  ounces.  As  no  new  mines  were  opened 
during  that  time  this  increase  is  considered  gratifying. 

MINING   OPERATIONS. 

Opinions  regarding  the  mineral  district  expressed  by  engineers  on 
the  ground  and  many  others  who  have  visitea  the  mines  now  operat- 
ing coincide  with  the  opinion  ^iven  by  an  engineer  who  has  lately 
looked  over  the  ground  m  the  mterests  of  American  capitalists  and 
who  says : 

The  district,  as  developed,  aDpears  to  be  about  30  milee  long  and  8  or  10  miles  wide. 
It  is  probably  much  lon^r.  Most  of  the  development  has  been  done  in  the  south- 
western portion,  beginnmg  near  the  Siempre  Viva  mine  and  extending  northeast 
through  the  Constancia,  Lone  Star,  Bonanza,  and  Mars.  These  mines  seem  to  be  all 
on  one  continuous  fracture,  with  ledge  widths  of  actual  ore  30  to  90  feet  wide.  Some- 
times the  ledge  is  a  solid  wall  70  to  90  feet  wide,  sometimes  split  up  into  three  or  more 
from  5  or  10  feet  up  to  30  or  40  feet  wide.  The  total  quantity  of  ore  is  enormous.  Its 
value  ranges  from  |4  or  |5  up  to  $15  or  $20  per  ton.  Surface  oxidation  has  been  very 
extensive  and  the  miUs  are  now  mostly  run  on  surface  dirt  or  oxidized  ore.  This 
makes  mining  and  crushing  easy,  about  half  the  values  then  being  available  by  amal- 
gamation. Tne  baluice  of  the  extraction  is  by  cyaniding  more  orless  complete  at  the 
different  mines.  This  is  rendered  expensive  by  reason  of  the  excess  of  clay  in  the 
oxidized  pre,  producing  about  70  per  cent  slimes. 

Although  at  present  operated  under  very  adverse  conditions  as  to  transportation, 
etc.,  the  mines,  when  nmna^ed  with  reasonable  efficiency,  undoubtedly  produce  a 
gratifying  return  on  the  ore  milled .  When  the  unoxidized  zone  is  reached  the  expense 
of  mining  and  crushing  will  be  increased,  but  those  of  timbering,  tramming,  and 
cyaniding  will  be  reduced  fully  as  much.  The  expense  of  supplies  is  one  drawback; 
there  is  no  means  of  transportation  in  the  upper  rivers  except  by  dugout,  the  freight 
from  the  coast  being  4  centa  per  pound  on  everything  except  machinery,  on  which  it 
is  5  cents. 

The  character  of  the  ore  as  indicating  permanence  in  depth  is  excellent.  Sugary 
quartz  with  sulphurets,  ribbon  rock,  clay  selvage,  and  all  the  other  indications  of  such 
permanency  are  in  full  evidence.  The  veins  are  true  fissures  in  a  hard  volcanic  rock, 
so  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  fissures  themselves  continue  in  depth.  Most  of 
the  veins  lie  in  steep,  high  hills,  so  that  a  vast  amount  of  mining  can  be  done  without 
pumping.  There  is  plenty  of  water  power  in  the  region,  plenty  of  timber,  and  the 
soil  ever3rwhere  rich  and  productive. 

IMPORTS   AND    EXPORTS. 

The  total  value  of  imports  into  this  port  during  1908  was  $100,304, 
consisting    of    chemicals,   $8,993:  general    merchandise,    $57,021- 
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lic[uors,  $4,862*  and  machinery,  $29,428.  The  United  States  fur- 
nished practically  all  the  imports. 

The  total  value  of  exports  was  $311,010,  consisting  of  gold, 
$292,421;  hides,  $3,036;  and  rubber,  $15,553.  All  the  exports 
found  a  market  in  the  United  States. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  from  Cape 
Gracias  a  Dios  was  $311,477,  the  articles  being:  Gold,  $292,421; 
hides,  $3,036;  rubber,  $15,553;  and  returned  American  goods,  $467. 

PANAMA. 

REVIEW  OP  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Vicb-Consul-Genkral  Claude  E.  Guyant,  Panama  City. 

There  is  practically  no  manufacturing  in  the  Republic  of  Panama, 
so  the  industry  of  the  country  is  chiefly  confined  to  supplying  the 
population  with  imported  articles  and  to  cultivating  ana  exploiting 
the  many  natural  resources  of  the  Isthmus.  The  general  industriu 
condition  of  the  country  during  1908  was  not  much  different  from 
that  of  the  year  preceding,  commerce  not  being  conducted  on  a  scale 
lar^e  enough  to  be  affected  seriously  by  the  money  crisis  in  the 
Umted  States. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  Panama,  exclusive  of  imports  into  the 
Canal  Zone,  in  1908  amounted  in  value  to  $9,627,940,  against 
$11,525,115  in  the  previous  year,  a  loss  of  $1,897,175.  The  imports 
in  1908  were  valued  at  $7,806,802  and  the  exports  at  $1,821,138, 
against  imports  valued  at  $9,564,450  and  exports  $1,960,665  in  1907. 
Tne  United  States  supplies  the  bulk  of  the  imports  into  the  Republic. 
The  percentages  of  imports  from  the  various  countries  were  as  fol- 
lows: United  States,  57.13;  United  Kingdom,  19.9;  Germany.  10.17; 
France,  4.94;  Italy,  1.97;  China,  1.65;  Spam,  1.03;  and  other 
countries,  3.21. 

The  imports,  by  classes,  from  each  of  the  six  leading  countries  and 
the  total  imports  were  as  follows: 


Class. 

United 
States. 

Belgium. 

France.   Germany.     Italy. 

United 
Ellngdom. 

Total. 

AntiDftl  products. . , .  ^  -  , 

$913,516 

23,121 

201,026 

138,249 

564,472 

40,639 
279,486 
364,321 

49,884 

1,205,612 

679,452 

$12,801 

5,977 

66 

1,861 

20,838 

1,242 
10,494 

1,162 

1,149 
13,191 

8,774 

$17,962 

480 

35,884 

4,842 

7,646 

4,271 

171,280 

22,123 

500 

16,989 

103,891 

$133,283 
1,412 

42,243 
6,989 

38,819 

17,882 
75,925 
83,583 
174 
252,839 
140,404 

$26,189 

$135,606 

5,126 

65,524 

76,256 

103,748 

6,536 
91,449 
599,156 

3,189 
155,277 
312,584 

$1,258,901 
39,745 
350,162 
229,837 
748,060 

74,671 
675,608 

Arms  and  explosives 

Chemicals,  etc 

300 
10,163 

2,030 
27,865 
36,095 

"'26,'498" 
20,959 

Mineral  products 

Paper,  and  manufactures 

Snirits.  etc 

??xtu^  :::::::::::::::: 

1,178,802 

54  946 

1,879,297 

1,316.692 

Vehicles 

Vegetable  products 

' 

Total 

4,459,778 

77,555 

385,868  1     703.583 

154,002 

1,553,543 

7,806,802 

The  manufacturing  interests  of  the  Republic  are  practically  nil, 
and  the  country  is  almost  entirely  dependent  upon  the  outside  world  for 
finished  products  of  all  kinds.  There  is  one  ice  factory  and  one  small 
soap  factory  in  the  city  of  Panama,  which  supply  local  demand  only. 
In  addition  there  are  several  small  bottling  works.  There  is  also 
being  built  in  the  city  of  Panama  a  brewery  wiich  will  be  in  operation 
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about  Auffust.  1909,  and  which  will  have  a  daily  capacity  of  about 
108  barrels  or  beer,  all  of  which  will  be  sold  locally  and  along  the 
line  of  the  Panama  Canal.  The  Chinese  residents  here  have  several 
small  manufacturing  establishments  for  the  making  of  cheap  shoes 
and  clothing,  but  wiese  goods,  produced  on  a  small  scale,  are  all 
used  in  supplying  the  local  demands  of  the  lower  classes. 

The  greatest  industry  in  Panama  is  the  cultivation  of  bananas, 
which  constitute  the  largest  item  of  export.  During  1908  bananas 
were  exported  from  the  Republic  to  the  value  of  $1,227,150,  the 
United  States  taking  the  total  product.  Another  important  item 
of  exDort  is  hides,  the  shipments  of  which  were  valued  at  $70,425. 
the  United  States  taking  $52,998  worth.  Cocobolo  and  other  hard 
woods  are  staple  articles,  and  during  1908  their  shipments  amounted 
in  value  to  $47,746,  $44,778  worth  being  sent  to  the  United  States. 
Ivory  nuts  were  exported  to  the  value  of  $64,975,  the  United  States 
taking  the  total  product.  The  rubber  industry  is  one  that  gives 
promise  of  growth.  The  total  value  of  this  article  exported  during 
the  year  was  $44,796,  $40,982  being  shipped  to  the  United  States. 
Coffee  and  cacao  were  exported  to  the  value  of  $14,876,  but  these 
articles  are  as  yet  relatively  unimportant  in  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  being  grown  only  on  a  small  scale  by  the  native  planters. 

The  articles  exported  from  Panama  and  their  values,  with  the 
shipments  to  the  United  States  during  1908,  are  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing table : 


Articles. 

Total. 

To  United 
States.      ' 

Articles. 

Total. 

To  United 
States. 

"Runwias .........    . . 

$1,227,150 
13,876 
178,933 

1,000 
64,599 

2,420 
47,746 
84.193 

1,041 

2,496 

$1,227,150 

4,339 

178,933 

1,000 

Iron,  old 

$14,041 
64,975 
28,593 
44,796 
20,027 
20,959 
4,293 

$14,041 
64,975 
2,895 

Cacao 

Ivory  nuts 

Motner-of-pearl  shell 

Rubber 

Coffee 

40,982 
760 

Gold,  bar 

Sarsaparilla 

Oom 

2,420 

44,778 

66,766 

459 

815 

Tortoise  sheil 

320 

Hard  woods 

All  other  articles 

706 

Total    ..    . 

Hofns...              ... 

1,821,138 

1,651,399 

Ipecac 

The  percentage  of  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908  was  90.34; 
United  Bongdom,  6.43;  Germany,  1.38;  and  other  countries,  1.85. 

COLON. 

By  Consul  James  C.  Kellooo. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  Colon  in  1908  was  $2,205,361,  an 
increase  of  $166,009  over  the  previous  year.  The  imports,  by 
countries,  showing  increases  or  decreases,  were  as  follows: 


Cotmtry. 


United  states 

Belgium 

France 

Qennany 

It^ 

IMierfauids.. 


Increase 

Value, 

(+)  or  de- 

crease (-). 

$1,107,017 

-$168,316 

149,909 

+  149,909 

97,293 

+      3,495 

283,601 

+    74,907 

3:^,484 

+    10,236 

33,568 

+    33,568 

Country. 


Spain 

lilted  Kingdom.. 
All  other  coun^es 

Total 


Value. 


$27,942 
341,338 
132, 119 


2,206,361 


Increase 
(+)ord^ 
crease  (—). 


-  $1,802 

-  7,711 
+  71,813 


+166,009 
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The  imports,  by  principal  articles,  from  the  five  leading  coimtries 
foU 


Articles. 

United 
States. 

United 
King- 
dom. 

Germany. 

France. 

Belgium. 

Dry  goods,  boots,  and  shoes,  etc 

$456,288 
17,692 
20,610 

$125,345 
23,995 
28,636 

$81,604 
13,809 
14,216 

$33,045 
4,103 

Pmgs,  etc . , 

Hardware 

Iron  and  steel  (building  material) 

$149,909 

T4imh«r 

22,866 
406,196 
183,475 

.  525 

44,790 
118,048 

Provisions " 

68,329 
105,643 

12,363 
47,782 

Other  articles 

Total 

1,107,017 

341,338 

283,691 

97,293 

149,909 

EXPORTS   TO  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  during  1908  amounted 
to  $182,716,  an  increase  of   $81,924   compared  with  the  previous 

J  ear.  The  principal  articles  of  export  were:  Cocoanuts.  $104,912; 
ides,  $15,551;  ivory  nuts,  $36,011;  and  tortoise  shell,  $12,428. 
Returned  American  goods  amoimted  to  $6,877.  The  estimated 
value  of  exports  to  Great  Britain  was  $224,475,  and  to  Germany 
$98,068.  Tnese  exports  consisted  chiefly  of  cocoa,  rubber,  and 
tortoise  shell.  Foreign  old  metal  to  the  value  of  $3,359  was  also 
exported  to  the  United  States. 

The   declared  value   of  the   exports  from  Colon   to  the  United 
States  during  each  of  the  past  two  years  was  as  follows: 


ArUcles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Bananas 

$4,000 
2,278 

37,839 

4,458 

765 

6,442 

$303 

Ivory  nuts 

$23,958 

6,691 

12,428 

1,933 

$36,011 

Rubber 

4;  338 

Cocoanuts. , 

104,912 

Tortoise  shell. 

12,428 

Coffee 

other  articles 

9,173 

Cotton 

Total 

Hides 

15,551 

100,792 

182,716 

SHIPPING FREIGHT  TRAFFIC. 

The  number  of  steamers  entering  this  port  during  1908  was  as 
follows:  Onehimdred  and  fifty  British,  of  383,150  tons;  113  German, 
of  278,478  tons;  72  Norwegian,  of  100,576  tons;  22  French,  of  59,812 
tons;  12  Italian,  of  33,379  tons;  11  Spanish,  of  37,484  tons;  and  2 
Cuban,  of  1,200  tons.  Of  sailing  vessels,  4  American,  of  919  tons,  and 
22  British,  of  2,896  tons,  entered  this  port.  During  the  same  period 
steamers  of  various  countries,  principally  Non^^egian  and  British, 
entered  the  neighboring  port  of  Cristobal,  Canal  Zone,  with  cargoes  for 
the  Isthmian  Canal  and  Panama  Railroad  Company,  also  for  the 
Pacific  port  of  Panama.  The  total  number  of  vessels  arriving  at  the 
ports  or  Colon  and  Cristobal  during  the  year  with  coal  was  77,  other 
freight  942,  a  total  of  1,019,  with  a  tonnage  of  984,629,  an  increase  of 
139  vessels  with  284,006  tons. 

Freight  traflSc  from  New  York  and  New  Orleans  to  South  Pacific 

Sorts  increased  4,662  tons,  to  Panama,  2,348  tons,  while  that  to 
Antral  America  and  Mexico  showed  a  decrease  of  6,104  tons.    From 
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Europe  to  Central  America  and  Mexico  there  was  a  decrease  of  3,365 
tons,  and  to  South  Pacific  norts  an  increase  of  19,938  tons.  Traffic 
from  Central  America  and  Mexico  to  Eiu'ope  increased  18,407  tons, 
and  from  South  Pacific  ports  to  Europe  3,203  tons.  The  total  ton- 
nage from  Colon  to  Pacific  ports  was  880,301  tons,  as  compared  with 
640,132  tons  during  1907,  an  increase  of  240,169  tons;  while  the 
tonnage  from  the  Pacific  ports  to  Colon  was  304,348,  compared  with 
296,212  tons  during  1907,  an  increase  of  8,136  tons  over  the  preceding 
year.  The  nimiber  of  passengers  carried  during  1908  was  1,385,645, 
against  882.277  during  1907. 

The  freignt  traffic  of  the  Panama  Railroad  Steamship  Line  showed 
a  decrease  of  14,823  tons,  and  the  number  of  passengers  carried 
a  decrease  of  342,  as  compared  with  1907.  The  through  traffic  was 
36  per  cent  of  the  total  tonnage  handled,  against  41  per  cent  dur- 
ing 1907.  The  total  tonnage  carried  by  the  company's  steamers 
amounted  to  214,870  tons.  The  earnings  of  the  steamship  line 
amounted  to  $1,458,554,  a  decrease  of  $102,356  compared  with  1907. 

COAL  RECEIPTS — IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  amoimt  of  coal  imported  for  the  use  of  the  Isthmian  Canal 
Commission  and  Panama  Railroad  Company  consisted  of  380,792 
tons  from  the  United  States,  an  increase  of  177,341  tons  over  the 
previous  year.  The  total  amoimt  of  coal  and  material  imported 
was  brought  in  foreign  vessels  with  the  exception  of  that  which 
came  in  Panama  Railroad  Steamship  Line  steamers,  a  very  small 
amount  compared  with  that  brought  in  foreign  vessels,  principally 
Norwegian  and  British. 

The  greater  number  of  the  cargo  steamers  continue  to  enter  and 
discharge  in  Cristobal,  but  the  regular  steamers  enter  and  discharge 
at  Colon;  both  classes  of  steamers  enter  and  clear  at  their  respective 
consulates  at  Colon,  which  is  really  the  most  important  port  of  the 
Republic,  with  the  exception  of  American  vessels  arriving  at  Cristo- 
bal wWch  enter  at  the  Cristobal  custom-house. 

During  1908  there  was  much  done  in  the  erection  of  new  buildings 
on  and  near  the  beach  for  the  accommodation  of  employees  of  the 
Panama  Railroad  Company  and  their  families.  These  new  buildings 
run  from  small  cottages  to  lai^e  residences.  Much  work  for  the 
improvement  of  Colon  has  been  mapped  out  for  the  coming  year, 
such  as  the  building  of  a  new  concrete  railroad  station,  a  new  stone 
school-house,  and  the  establishment  of  a  city  park.  The  Colon  Public 
library,  started  during  1908,  contains  at  present  1,000  volumes.  It 
will  be  opened  to  the  pubUc  in  1909. 

The  sanitary  work  of  the  Isthmian  Canal  Commission,  which  has 
brought  wonderful  results  in  the  health  of  this  citv,  is  progressing. 
City  lots  are  being  filled  in,  houses  are  beinjg  provided  with  concrete 
floors,  and  the  work  of  filling  in  the  swamp  in  the  rear  of  the  city  has 
begun. 

COST   OF   LIVING. 

Living  expenses  at  Colon  are  very  high  compared  with  those  of 
other  towns  m  Central  and  South  America.  The  rent  of  houses  and 
rooms  is  exceedingly  high.     Rent  and  food  are  so  high  that  it  is 
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impossible  to  live  comfortably  on  a  small  salary,  and  for  this  reason 
many  persons,  excepting  those  who  are  well  paid  and  enjoy  free 
quarters  and  the  privileges  of  the  commissary  stores,  are  anxious  to 
leave  the  city. 

The  increased  cost  of  living,  due  to  the  large  and  continued  influx 
of  people,  has  caused  the  Istnmian  Canal  Commission  and  Panama 
Railroad  Company  to  increase  the  pay  of  their  employees  1 1  per  cent, 
and  this  has  been  followed  by  similar  action  by  the  various  steamship 
companies.  The  employees  of  these  companies  also  have  free  quar- 
ters in  buildings  belonging  to  the  companies,  and  are  allowed  com- 
missarv  privileges,  thereby  reducing  their  living  expenses  compared 
with  those  of  the  employees  of  other  concerns. 

TRADE   CONDITIONS. 

Trade  continued  depressed  in  Colon,  several  nouses  being  obliged 
to  countermand  orders,  and  since  August  last  few  orders  have  been 
sent  as  the  stores  were  overstocked  in  all  lines  of  goods.  The  decrease 
in  American  imports  amounted  to  $168,316  as  compared  with  those 
of  the  previous  year,  which,  although  a  smaller  falling  oflF  than  in 
1907,  nevertheless  indicates  that  imports  from  the  United  States  are 
declining  each  year. 

There  are  many  lines  of  American  eoods  sold  here  which  are 
preferred  to  those  of  European  manufacture,  such  as  boots  and 
shoes,  hats,  canned  provisions,  typewriters,  beer,  men's  furnishing 
goods,  household  furniture  (wooden),  carpenters'  and  machinists^ 
tools,  umbrellas,  and  clocks.  There  are  other  lines  that  could  be 
sold  nere,  such  as  iron  furniture,  readv-made  clothing  suitable  for  the 
Tropics,  upright  pianos  made  for  the  Tropics,  oflGice  furniture  and 
appliances,  oucloths  and  linoleums,  and  galvanized-iron  roofing, 
which  at  present  are  imported  chiefly  from  England.  Iron  bed- 
steads of  American  make  are  found  in  the  stores,  but  it  is  claimed 
that  the  English  article  sold  here  extensively  is  more  substantial  and 
better  made ;  the  same  can  be  said  of  the  English  upright  pianos,  which 
are  coming  into  favor;  these  pianos  have  no  veneering  and  are  made 
of  specially  seasoned  wood.  The  bulk  of  linen  and  woolen  piece 
goods,  cutlery,  canned  preserves,  and  galvanized-iron  roofing  are 
imported  from  England,  (jermany  holds  her  own  in  low-priced 
ready-made  clothing,  woodenware,  inexpensive  jewelry,  crockery, 
glassware,  and  toys. 

There  are  some  Americans  engaged  in  business  here,  but  the  rest 
of  the  business  firms,  excepting  one  or  two  Panamanian  houses,  are 
conducted  by  the  subjects  of  European  nations,  who,  all  things  beii^ 
equal,  prefer  to  deal  with  the  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  their 
home  countries.  During  1908  a  few  American  manufacturers 
appointed  local  agents,  but  as  they  have  not  been  supplied  with 
samples,  the  value  of  their  services  is  about  on  a  par  with  that  of  the 
catalogues  which  are  being  abundantly  supplied  to  the  local  trade 
and  which  bring  small  results.  Up-to-date  salesmen,  well  provided 
with  samples,  better  packing  of  goods,  and  more  careful  attention  to 
orders  are  features  wnich  .Ainerican  exporters  should  adopt  in  order 
to  increase  their  trade  with  this  as  with  other  foreign  countries. 
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BOCA8  DBI<  TORO  AOENCIT. 

By  Consular  Agent  Paul  Osterhout. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  Bocas  del  Toro  in  1908  amounted  to 
$2,520,314,  $1,251,233  being  imports  and  $1,269,081  exports. 
During  the  year  a  great  deal  of  structural  iron  for  bridges,  and  several 
locomotives  of  about  20  tons  size  were  imported,  also  a  large  quantity 
of  iron  rails.  Few  wooden  ties  are  used  in  railway  construction,  as 
steel  ties  prove  more  satisfactory. 

Two  cargoes  of  coal,  of  about  3,000  tons  each,  were  imported  in 
addition  to  what  was  brought  by  the  fruit-carrying  ships. 

The  articles  of  merchandise  imported  from  the  United  States  are 
general  in  character,  and  have  to  be  imported  because  nothing  is 
manufactured  in  this  country.  They  consist  of  the  foUowmg: 
Flour,  shoes,  furniture,  hats,  tinware,  hardware,  enameled  ware, 
china  ware,  jewelry,  laces,  alconolic  beverages  (including  beer,  ale,  and 
whisky),  machinery,  tools,  lubricating  oil,  kerosene,  drugs,  stationery, 
soaps,  confectionery,  provisions  both  in  tins  and  in  other  packages, 
and  lumber.  The  lumber  imported  from  the  United  States  in  1908 
amoimted  to  385,739  cubic  feet,  valued  at  $76,311. 

Large  Quantities  of  codfish  and  butter  come  in  bond  from  Nova 
Scotia,  ougar  is  brought  from  Europe  and  Jamaica.  Imports 
directly  from  Eiu'ope  include  hardware  of  all  kinds,  corrugated-iron 
roofing,  cutlery,  beet  sugar,  preserved  foods  in  glass  and  tin  contain- 
ers, enameled  ware,  cotton  and  woolen  goods,  laces,  notions,  jewelry, 
clocks,  toys,  and  wines  and  liquors  of  aU  kinds. 

It  is  qmte  noticeable  that  no  ready-made  clothing  is  offered  for  sale ; 
piece  goods  imported  from  Europe  are  made  up  by  local  tailors. 

The  value  of  the  merchandise  imported  from  Europe  was  $220,520 
m  1908,  against  $120,000  in  1907. 

PRINCIPAL  INDUSTRY  AND   EXPORTS   OP  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  principal  industry  of  this  district  is  the  cultivation  of  bananas. 
This  industry  is  confined  to  the  operations  of  the  United  Fruit  Com- 
pany in  the  districts  of  the  Changuinola  and  Sixola  rivers.  This 
company  has  about  80  miles  of  railroad  (36-inch  gauge  and  30-poimd 
rails;  for  its  general  traffic  and  25  miles  of  tramway  which  are  used 
as  feeders  to  the  main  lines. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908  were  valued  at  $1,230,301, 
of  which  $1,227,150  represented  the  shipments  of  bananas.  The 
exports  to  Europe  amounted  to  $38,780,  against  $32,275  in  1907. 

The  articles  exported  in  1908  and  their  values  and  destinations  are 
shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 


Quantitj.       Value. 


bunches . 

Calipee. pounds. 

Chocolate do... 

Cocoanuts number. 

Curios,  native case . 

Hides pounds . 

Metal,  scrap do. . . 

Pineapples crates. 

Robber pounds. 

g?naperina do... 

Turtle  iheU do... 


3,061,811 

3,588 

40,264 

192,300 

1 

21,063 

4,118 

55 

9,825 

51,702 

4,235 


Total. 


$1,227,150 

866 

5,113 

3,078 

10 

1,953 

445 

63 

3,324 

13,659 

13,420 


1,269,061 


Destination. 


United  States. 
Europe. 

United' States. 

Do. 
Europe. 

United"  States. 
Europe. 

Do! 
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PUBLIC   IMPROVEMENTS — RAINFALL — NAVIGATION. 

During  the  year  the  concrete  dock  erected  by  the  United  Fniit 
Company  was  finished  and  is  now  in  use.  This  wharf  has  been  con- 
nected with  an  ample  supply  of  water  from  which  steamers  can  be 
supplied. 

The  raising  of  the  CTade  of  the  town  by  the  Panama  Government  is 
about  completed.  This  adds  very  materially  to  health  conditions 
and  has  increased  the  improved  area.  The  town  has  a  population  of 
about  5,000.  A  preliminary  survey  for  a  waterworks  system  has 
been  made. 

The  total  rainfall  in  1906  was  105.04  inches;  in  1907, 121.42  inches; 
and  in  1908,  112.51  inches.  On  February  22,  1909,  22.92  inches  of 
rain  fell,  causing  an  unprecedented  flood  that  did  much  damage. 
The  highest  temperature  recorded  in  1908  was  89°  and  the  lowest  64°. 

There  were  249  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  this  port  in  1908,  of 
which  52  were  British,  25  German,  171  Norwegian,  and  1  Swedish. 
In  addition  there  was  1  American  schooner. 

PANAMA  CITY. 

By  Consul-General  Arnold  Shanklin. 

The  Government  of  Panama  expects  to  improve  its  harbors  and 
highways,  the  first  step  in  this  direction  havmg  been  taken  in  the 
appointment  of  an  American  civil  engineer,  who  is  making  an  inspec- 
tion of  that  part  of  the  Republic  lying  between  the  Canal  Zone  and 
the  Costa  Rican  boundary  and  between  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  the 
Caribbean  Sea.  The  object  is  to  perfect  the  harbors  and  to  build 
railroads  so  that  people  living  in  the  interior  can  get  their  products  to 
the  coast-line  steamers  or  into  Panama  City  or  the  other  large  towns 
of  that  section.  At  present  this  is  impossible,  and  there  is  no  incen- 
tive for  farmers  to  till  their  soil  and  to  raise  cattle  other  than  enough 
to  supply  their  own  wants. 

In  each  town  of  considerable  size  in  the  Republic  schoolhouses  and 
other  public  buildings  are  being  built  and  general  improvements  are 
being  made  in  and  around  the  Government's  property,  with  an  offer 
of  government  assistance  to  the  residents  to  aid  in  improving  their 
own,  the  benefits  of  which  are  so  far-reaching  that  they  are  incalculable. 

COAST-LINE   SERVICE — EXPORTS  TO  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

At  present  a  steamship  company  is  operatingS  coast-line  steamers 
between  the  city  of  Panama  and  the  city  of  David,  on  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  David  is  a  town  of  about  8,000  people,  beautifully  situated, 
with  a  good  dock  and  a  roadway  reaching  from  the  bay  to  the  town, 
a  distance  of  about  3  miles.  Tnese  coast-line  steamers  have  proved 
themselves  a  paying  investment,  for  they  are  practically  the  only 
means  of  transportation,  there  being  no  roadways. 

The  exports  from  this  district  to  the  United  States  during  1908 
were  valued  at  $211,592,  including  returned  goods,  and  consisted  of 
the  articles  shown  in  table  at  top  of  page  229. 
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Articles. 


Value. 


Cacao 

Coffee 

Copper,  old 

Hats 

Hides  and  skins . . 
Household  effects 

Ipecacuanha 

Ivory  nuts 

Rubber 

Seeds,  cedron 


$2,763  ' 
2,253 
1,562  I 
393  I 
80,966 
1,905  , 
890  I 
29,068 
35,494  , 
670 


Articles. 


Wood: 

Cocobolo 

Mahogany... 
All  other  articles. 


Total 

Returned  American  goods. 


Grand  total. 


Value. 


$37,945 
3,655 

678 


188,142 
13,450 


211.592 


SALVADOR. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul-General  Arthur  Hugh  Frazier,  San  Salvador. 

The  size  of  the  coffee  crop  is  the  best  indication  of  the  prosperity 
of  Salvador,  as  its  value  far  exceeds  that  of  any  other  product  of  the 
Republic.  The  crop  amounted  to  55,215,110  pounds  in  1908  and  was 
valued  at  $10,398,480  Salvadorean  currency  (Salvadorean  silver 
peso=38.3  cents  United  States  gold),  as  compared  with  a  crop  of 
56,329,200  pounds,  worth  $10,745,372,  in  1907.  Since  the  harvestmff 
begins  in  November  and  continues  until  April,  the  coffee  shipped 
during  1908  was  principally  from  the  crop  of  1907,  and  only  a  portion 
was  from  the  crop  of  1908. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  in  1908  exceeded  those  during 
1907  by  $90,057  gold.  There  were  increases  in  the  imports  of  cotton 
goods,  leather,  free  imports  and  machinery,  a  shght  decrease  in  those 
of  drugs,  flour,  and  provisions,  and  a  large  decrease  in  miscellaneous 
imports.  The  item  machinery  "  does  not  represent  the  total  amount 
of  machinery  imported,  since  it  refers  only  to  that  which  was  dutiable. 
The  free  list  includes  a  large  amount  of  mining  machinery.  The 
total  imports  from  all  countries  during  1907  and  1908  were  $3,440,822 
and  $4,240,560  gold,  respectively,  and  from  the  United  States 
$1,197,395  and  $1,287,452. 

UNITED   STATES   SALVADOB's   CHIEF  CUSTOMER. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States,  make  up  nearly  one-third  of  the 
total  exports  from  Salvador.  The  nearest  competitors  are  France  and 
Germany,  which  took  $1,417,428  and  $1,058,305,  respectively,  in 
1908,  but  the  exports  to  the  United  States  nearly  equal  the  com- 
bined exports  to  those  countries.  The  value  of  the  exports  to  the 
United  States  remained  nearly  constant  for  the  two  years.  The 
value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908,  as  compared  with  1907, 
is  shown  in  the  following  table,  compiled  from  Salvadorean  oflBcial 
statistics: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

$20,795 
781,399 
9,697 
9.900  1 

8,596  1 
822.581  1 
347,903 

Articles. 

Metals— Continued. 

Lead,  bars 

Rubber 

Sugar 

1907. 

$33,656 
6,206 

1908. 

Ralsam. 

$24,310 

891,113 

14,424 

Coffee 

$6,080 

Hides 

10,695 

Indigo 

26,680 

Metals: 

8,162 
715,428 
322,961 

Allother  articles 

2,210 

2,172 

Total 

Ooidballion 

2,018,459 

2,046,398 

Gold  and  sUver 
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IMPORTS   AND   EXPORTS   BY  COUNTRIES. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  imports  into  and  exports 
from  Salvador,  by  countries,  during  1907  and  1908,  respectively: 


Country. 


Imports. 


1907. 


1908. 


Exports. 


1907. 


1908. 


United  States 

AustriarHungary . 

Belgium 

China 

Costa  Rica 

Ecuador 

France 

Germany 

Honduras 

Italy 

Japan 

Mexico 

Netherlands 

Nicaragua 

Norway 

Panama 

Peru 

Spain 

Sweden 

United  Kingdom. 
All  other 


Total. 


$1,197,395 

10,072 

165,431 

71,737 


6,584 

314, 156 

365,872 

38,336 

89,777 

24,885 

3,657 

20,601 

18,945 

475 

8 


$1,287,452 

24,539 

96,972 

87,567 

20,331 

7,298 

269,758 

442,865 

102,907 

112,995 

46,011 

15,094 

21,369 

20,797 

1,265 

7^ 


65,504 

4,903 

1,017,899 

24,585 


110,836 

8,813 

1,539,047 

23,905 


$2,018,459 

300,060 

480 


3,440,822 


4,240,560 


17, 175 

36,292 

1,066,209 

1,011,625 

69,978 

629,489 


53,600 
4,280 
6,017 

41,734 
134,192 

37,862 
173,543 
110,630 
311,544 

43,315 


6,065,384 


$2,046,396 
211,917 


22,918 

50,434 

1,417,428 

1,068,305 

43,439 

374,434 


10,720 
5.456 

13,580 

24,135 
135,469 

38,713 
193,467 

64,414 
440,167 

22,778 


6,173,622 


The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  prijicipal  imports  into 
Salvador  from  the  United  States,  Belgium,  France,  Germany,  United 
Kingdom,  respectively,  and  from  all  other  coimtries  in  1908: 


Articles. 


United 
States. 


Belgium. 


France. 


Ger- 
many. 


United 
Kingdom. 


All  other 
countries. 


Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Cloth 

Thread 

Drugs  and  perfiunery 

Glass  and  china  ware 

Free  list 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Hardware 

M  achlner  V 

Lieather  and  findings 

Oil,  petroleum 

ProTOsions 

Soap  stock 

Spirits,  wines,  and  malt  liquors, 

woolen  goods 

All  other  articles 

Total 


$451,693 

5,685 

76,543 

4,046 

172,963 

66,223 
30,850 
86,453 
17,681 
28,387 

6,116 
33,179 

3,082 
305,551 


1,287,452 


$7,682 

442 

863 

043 

6,279 

6,621 

1,440 

183 


208 
56,524 

114 
1,285 
14,488 


$30,784 

876 

64,603 

1,235 

16,292 

5,917 

698 

10,460 


10,243 
9,926 

48,933 
9,605 

60,196 


$57,377 
6,620 
28,677 
41,441 
26,400 

60,092 

2,691 

42,300 

966 

9,198 

1,976 

18,863 

6,091 

131,274 


$957,172 

187, 141 

17,428 

1,297 

132,660 

73,408 
4,245 
13,042 


8,248 

1,067 

6,763 

39,449 

149,047 


96,972 


269,758 


442,866 


1,639,047 


$110,627 
6,766 
6,863 
2,904 
61,390 

1,619 

766 

6,188 


61,684 
17,485 
37,687 
6,068 
285,401 


604,466 


In  a  comparison  of  the  imports  of  Salvador  for  1907  and  1908,  the 
most  striking  feature  is  the  relative  positions  occupied  bv  the  United 
States  and  the  United  Kingdom.  In  1907  the  United  States  was 
first,  followed  by  the  United  Kingdom;  in  1908  these  positions  were 
reversed.  The  United  Kingdom^  lead  in  1908  is  explained  by  the 
phenomenally  heavy  importe  of  cotton  fabrics.  Owing  to  this  heavy 
importation,  the  market,  in  the  opinion  of  competent  observers,  is  at 
present  overstocked,  a  condition  which  will  doubtless  be  reflected  in 
the  statistics  for  1909. 
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The  United  States  still  retains  its  control  of  the  imports  of  flour 
and  petroleum  and  predominates  in  those  of  machinery,  drugs^  and 
medical  suppUes,  leather  and  findings,  canned  goods,  and  furniture. 
The  Unitea  States  also  exports  considerably  more  iinder  the  free  list 
than  any  other  nation,  although,  on  account  of  increased  British 
exports  imder  this  classification,  American  free  products  do  not,  as 
in  1907,  exceed  in  value  the  combined  free  imports  from  all  other 
nations. 

Among  imports  of  lesser  value  and  importance,  France  leads  in 
wines  and  perfuinery .  the  United  Kingdom  in  coffee  sacks  and  woolen 
goods,  Germany  in  oeer  and  cement,  Belgium  in  soap  and  candle 
material,  and  China  in  silks.  It  is  noteworthy  that  Japan  nearly 
doubled  the  trade  which  she  had  with  Salvador  in  1907. 

DECLARED   EXPORTS. 

The  total  value  of  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from 
Salvador  in  1908  was  $715,301  e;old,  against  $1,826,138  in  1907. 
The  value,  by  articles,  for  1907  and  1908  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Balsam 

Coffee 

Hides 

Metal,  precious. 

Rubber 

Skins,  deer 

Sugar 


1907. 


131,501 

798,488 

9,163 

973,304 

6,356 

5,105 


1908. 


128,607 

647,799 

2,043 


2,908 
3,663 
29.102 


Articles. 


All  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods 

Grand  total 


1907. 


1562 


1,824,479 
1,659 


1,826,138 


1908. 


714,445 
856 


715,301 


MINERAL   RESOURCES   UNDEVELOPED. 

The  mineral  resources  of  Salvador  have  remained  undeveloped  until 
within  comparatively  recent  years.  The  richest  zones  are  to  oe  foimd 
in  the  departments  of  Santa  Ana  in  the  north,  Chalatenango  and 
Cabanas  in  central  Salvador,  and  Morozan,  San  Miguel,  and  La  Union 
in  the  south.  In  the  neighoorhood  of  Metapan  deposits  of  iron  ore 
and  coal  have  been  foimd,  but  owing  to  lack  of  transportation  faciU- 
ties  they  are  imdeveloped.  The  construction  of  a  oranch  railway 
from  Zacapa  to  Santa  Ana  would  greatly  stimulate  mining  operations 
in  this  district.  The  department  of  La  Union  contains  the  richest 
gold  mines  in  the  RepuoUc.  All  the  mining  machinery  used  is  of 
American  make. 

Of  the  $10,000,000  authorized  capital  of  the  four  established  banks 
of  San  Salvador,  $4,500,000  has  been  paid  in.  The  currency  of 
Salvador  consists  of  silver  and  notes,  gold  being  at  a  premium.  In 
consequence,  exchange  fluctuate,  sometimes  from  day  to  day ;  during 
the  past  year  the  Umits  touched  were  140  and  175  per  cent.  In 
December  the  amount  of  metaUic  currency  in  circulation  aggregated 
$5,294,456,  and  the  notes  in  circulation,  $3,868,648.  Recently  the 
Government  authorized  two  of  the  banks  of  San  Salvador  and  two 
private  banking  houses  to  have  coined  at  their  own  expense  $1,900,000 
m  silver  of  the  national  currency. 
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NEW   RAILWAY   PROJECTED. 

The  Salvador  Railway  Company,  an  English  corporation,  operates 
a  line  from  Acajutla  to  San  Salvador,  with  a  branch  Une  to  Santa  Ana, 
the  total  mileage  of  which  is  100  miles.  There  is  a  second  Une,  owned 
and  operated  oy  local  capital,  uniting  San  Salvador  with  Santa 
Tecla,  13  miles  distant.  On  June  3  a  contract  was  signed  for  the 
construction  of  a  hne  from  San  Salvador  to  a  point  on  the  frontier, 
the  intention  being  to  continue  the  line  from  that  point  through  the 
territory  of  Guatemala  and  make  connection  witn  the  Guatemala 
Northern  Railway  at  Zacapa.  The  completion  of  this  railway  would 
be  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  American  export  business.  Not  only 
would  San  Salvador  be  brought  within  seven  days  of  New  Orleans 
(at  present  shipments  require  three  weeks  to  reach  Salvador,  being 
sent  from  San  Francisco,  and  a  month  or  more  is  required  for  goods  to 
reach  here  from  New  York),  but  consignments  would  avoid  the 
expense  of  transshipment  at  Salina  Cruz  or  Panama  and  would  be 
relieved  of  the  high  landing  charges  at  Acajutla.     It  is  said  that  the 

Erojected  railway  has  the  support  of  several  American  capitalists, 
ut  beyond  the  preliminary  survey  no  work  has  been  done. 
From  the  center  of  San  Salvador  a  few  tramway  lines  lead  to  the 
suburbs,  the  cars  being  Ughtly  constructed  and  drawn  by  mules. 
The  Sucio  River  could  supply  power  for  an  electric  Une  to  Lake 
Ilopango,  admirably  adapted  for  a  recreation  park  and  lying  but  a 
few  miles  from  the  city. 

The  Government  controls  both  the  telephone  and  telegraph  sys- 
tems, which  charge  low  rates  and  give  excellent  service.  More  money 
was  expended  upon  roads  in  1908  than  during  any  previous  year. 
Owing  to  the  heavy  rains  of  the  wet  season  and  the  long  droughts  of 
the  winter,  the  problem  of  maintenance  is  a  diflBcult  one,  and  as  none 
of  the  highways  is  macadamized  the  deterioration  is  rapid.  The 
government  palace,  when  completed,  will  be  a  magnificent  building, 
and  earthquake  proof.  The  architects  of  Salvador  have  learned  by 
experience  the  form  of  structure  most  suitable  for  resisting  earthquake 
shocks,  which  in  this  country  occur  with  great  frequency,  and  as  a 
result  the  average  earthquake  excites  no  fear. 

SALVADOR  NOT  A  MANUFACTURING  COUNTRY. 

As  coal  is  expensive  and  water  j>ower  not  available  on  a  large  scale, 
there  are  few  lai^e  manufacturing  enterprises.  The  most  important 
articles  of  native  manufacture  are  bricks  and  roofing  tiles,  tfe  latter 
being  produced  at  so  low  a  cost  that  corrugated  iron  and  patent 
roofmg  materials  can  not  well  compete  with  tnem.  Although  a  few 
textiles,  straw  hats,  shoes,  earthenware  utensils,  mats  and  ropes  are 
manufactured  locally,  the  country  depends  upon  foreign  imports  for 
the  majority  of  articles  of  common  utility  and  for  luxuries.  In 
general  the  laboring  population  of  the  Republic  is  quite  suflScient  for 
all  reasonable  demands  for  labor.  Mucn  of  the  farm  produce  is 
brought  to  town  in  baskets  carried  upon  women's  heads. 

Instructors  for  the  scientific  training  of  military  cadets  have  been 
brought  from  France,  Germany,  and  Chile.  The  university  in  San 
Salvador  has  an  excellent  medical  department,  and  the  majority  of 
young  physicians  practicing  in  the  Republic  are  graduates  from  this 
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school.  There  are  also  a  certain  number  of  normal  schools  in  the 
larger  towns,  but  in  the  country  districts  education  is  not  so  flourish- 
ing. Local  newspapers  do  not  have  a  large  circulation,  as  the  reading 
public  is  limited.  The  Resales  Hospital,  erected  by  Sefior  Don  Josl 
Kosales  and  maintained  by  the  Government,  is  generally  considered 
to  be  the  best  equipped  in  Central  America  and  has  accommodations 
for  800  patients.  Not  the  least  admirable  feature  of  this  hospital  is 
its  bureau  of  vaccination. 

Beyond  a  few  coasting  schooners  and  fishing  boats,  Salvador  pos- 
sesses no  merchant  marine.  There  are,  moreover,  no  coaling  stations 
in  the  Republic. 

^WEST    INDIES. 
CUBA. 

REVIEW  OP  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Consul-Genbral  James  Linn  Rodoers,  Habana. 

The  business  of  the  year  1908  so  far  as  it  concerned  the  Republic 
of  Cuba  could  not  have  been  much  more  discouraging  as  to  volume 
or  character.  There  was  first  the  effect  of  the  business  depression  of 
the  world  in  general,  and  of  Cuba's  chief  customer,  the  Umted  States, 
in  particular;  then  the  great  shortage  in  the  output  of  Cuba's  princi- 
pal commoditv  (sugar),  the  larce  surplus  of  a  poor  grade  of  the  second 
source  of  wealth  (tobacco),  and  a  scarcity  of  agricultural  labor  caused 
by  restricted  emigration  from  Spain,  all  of  wmch  contributed  to  the 
general  result. 

Owing  to  these  and  other  causes  foreign  merchants  continued  the 
policjr  which  became  marked  in  the  earlv  months  of  1908,  and 
restncted  both  their  credits  and  their  purchases,  the  natural  conse- 
quence being  that  the  government  revenues  sunered  and  business 
generally  languished.  This  period  of  doubt  and  uncertainty  termi- 
nated and  a  consistent  attempt  was  made  to  revive  business  during 
the  late  months  of  the  year.  This  effort  practically  failed,  however, 
and  while  it  was  known  that  there  had  been  a  shrinkage  in  tne  volume 
of  circulating  money  through  the  short  sugar  crop  and  the  poor 
market  for  cigars  and  tobacco,  the  reason  for  the  contmued  depression 
still  seemed  to  many  somewhat  of  a  mystery. 

EXPLANATION  OF  CUBA's  REDUCED  PUKCHASING  POWEB. 

A  reasonable  explanation  appears  to  be  that  in  the  fall  of  1904  and 
during  1905  the  greater  part  of  the  Speyer  loan  was  paid  out  for 
various  purposes  to  the  people  of  Cuba,  thus  getting  quicldy  into  the 
channels  of  trade.  This  addition  to  the  money  in  circulation  created 
apparently  an  overestimate  as  to  the  permanent  purchasing  power  of 
the  people.  Two  or  three  good  crops  of  sugar  and  tobacco,  with 
favorable  prices,  served  also  to  heighten  this  feeling.  Things  ran  on 
thus  until  1906  with  its  change  in  the  government.  Meanwhile  the 
national  treasury  had  been  saving  its  share  of  this  newly  acquired 
wealth,  and  the  thrifty  local  merchants  had  hoarded  their  earnings  or 
had  invested  them  in  property  or  securities.  During  the  stay  of  the 
American  army  of  pacification  there  were  considerable  extra  dis- 
bursements of  funds  derived  from  abroad.  This  force  from  the 
United  States,  averaging  about  7,000  men,  was  paid  with  money  from 
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the  United  States,  the  greater  part  of  which  was  spent  in  Cuba. 
Additional  funds  were  also  put  into  circulation  througn  the  purchase 
of  quartermaster  and  commissary  stores  and  through  other  miscellane- 
ous expenditures.  There  also  occurred  at  this  time  a  considerable  in- 
flux of  people  with  means,  who  began  to  invest  in  various  ways.  Dur- 
ing these  prosperous  years  speculation  in  local  securities  had  sprung 
up.  Finally  the  provisional  administration  of  the  Government  oegan 
to  spend  the  surplus  in  the  treasury  in  payment  of  contracts  for  pubhc 
improvements,  such  as  sanitation,  etc.,  but  principally  for  the  building 
of  roads  and  bridges,  which  were  much  needed.  These  liberal  expend- 
itures continued  through  1907,  checked  only  to  a  certain  degree  by 
the  scarcity  of  labor. 

REVENUE  FROM  ALL  SOURCES. 

But  at  the  opening  of  1908,  with  the  prospect  of  early  evacuation 
by  the  American  army,  and  an  outlook  for  a  short  crop  of  sugar,  it 
was  natural  that  distrust  as  to  the  immediate  profitableness  of  further 
investments  should  occur.  This  was  undouotedlv  accentuated  by 
the  conditions  existing  in  the  general  business  world.  Cuba  imports 
a  large  percentage  of  what  is  consumed  on  the  island ,  her  capacity 
for  producing  for  home  sale  and  consumption  being  not  much  over 
$25,000,000.  Her  import  trade  would  therefore  be  affected  mainly 
through  a  loss  in  returns  from  exports,  but  such  a  loss  did  not  occur 
until  the  sugar  crop  was  marketed. 

This  explanation  is  borne  out  by  the  table  which  follows,  showing 
the  revenues  of  the  island  for  1907  and  1908.  The  table  gives  the 
total  revenues  of  the  Cuban  Government  from  every  source  save  that 
of  the  special  tax  levied  upon  certain  industries  and  luxuries  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  interest  and  for  the  amortization  of  the 
bonds  issued  under  the  Speyer  loan.  Of  the  amounts  given  in  the 
table  about  87  per  cent  accrues  through  the  collection  from  cus- 
toms. 


Month. 


Januarj. 
February 
March... 
April.... 

May 

June.... 
July 


1907. 


$2,519,928 
2,179,598 
2,619,651 
2,670,829 
2,187,903 
2,342,360 
2,434,901 


1906. 


$2,448,640 
1,982,996 
2.119,473 
2,058,206 
2.060,530 
2, 139, 100 
1,921,136 


Month. 


1907. 


1906. 


Aujnist 

September. 

October 

November. 
December.. 

Total 


$2,454,850 
2,387.110 
2,465,467 
2,463,025 
2,393,305 


29,118,927 


$1,896,285 
1,913,106 
2.136,663 
2,090,363 
2,122,759 


24,909,236 


The  decrease  in  these  revenues  in  1908  was  $4,209,691,  or  14.46 
per  cent.  The  loan-tax  revenues,  being  dependent  upon  more  certain 
conditions  which  represent  absolute  necessities,  were  less  subject  to 
the  influences  imder  discussion,  but  still  showed  an  imexpected 
decrease.     They  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Month. 


January., 
February. 
March... 

April 

May 

June 

July 


1907. 


$391,317 
299,942 
380,516 
357,603 
282,653 
306,260 
305,033 


1906. 


$334,064 
306,582 
350,577 
297,892 
305,321 
284,987 


Month. 


August 

September - 
October. .. 
November. 
December. , 

Total 


1907. 


$356,888 
305,124 
314,961 
318,006 
305,893 


3,924,218 


1906. 


$280,663 
302,675 
281,062 
264,393 
826,329 


3,636,424 
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The  decrease  in  revenues  from  this  source  in  1908  was  $285,794, 
or  7.3  per  cent,  while  the  total  loss  of  revenues  for  1908  from  1907, 
including  customs,  special  taxes,  etc.,  and  loan  tax,  was  $4,495,485. 

BEADJUSTMENT   OP  TAXATION   LAWS   DESIRED   BY  MANY. 

In  the  light  of  conditions  in  1908,  and  considering  the  various  ele- 
ments that  contributed  to  them,  many  well-informed  men  of  Cuba 
beUeve  that  the  vital  necessities  for  the  future  are  increased  revenues, 
a  readjustment  of  the  taxation  laws  which  will  permit  cheaper  living, 
and  a  lowering  of  the  cost  of  labor. 

It  is  believed  that  there  is  now  a  realization  of  the  virtue  of  more 
direct  taxation  and  of  lessening  the  cost  of  living  by  a  lower  tariff, 
especially  upon  foodstuffs  and  articles  of  personal,  household,  and 
domestic  use,  but  whether  the  other  essentials  can  be  obtained  is  a 
greater  question.  This  is  especially  true  as  to  labor,  which,  imder 
the  high  pressure  of  the  recent  past,  has  established  standards  of  work 
difficiut  to  reduce,  which  are  being  sustained  by  the  lack  of  Spanish 
immigrants  and  the  habits  of  the  latter. 

Only  the  future  can  prove  the  conclusions  reached  as  to  the  pur- 
chasing power  of  the  people  of  Cuba,  but  it  would  seem  that  they  are 
correct,  for  with  the  forei^  trade  in  normal  years  so  evenly  balanced, 
and  with  so  little  domestic  power  of  creating  wealth,  it  would  seem 
that  foreign  capital  must  flow  in  if  the  results  of  the  recent  past  are 
to  be  equalled  or  approached.  But  as  Cuba  can  not  attract  foreign 
capital  so  long  as  her  chief  industries  are  suffering  from  conditions  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  as  there  do  not  seem  to  be  many  new  oppor- 
timities  of  magnitude  for  the  investment  of  foreign  capital,  the 
inducements  for  such  investment  appear  to  be  limited  to  tne  field  of 
money  loaning  on  mortgage  security,  in  which  high  interest  rates  con- 
stitute the  inviting  element.  The  prospect  from  the  Cuban  stand- 
point therefore  seems  unsatisfactory. 

But,  a^  has  been  stated,  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  Cuba's 
alleged  recuperative  power  can  remedy  the  conditions  existing  in 
1908.  There  are  some  who  so  believe,  but  if  the  recent  collections  of 
revenue  and  the  experiences  of  1908,  after  due  allowance  for  the  effect 
of  the  world-wide  business  depression  and  her  own  poor  crops  is  made, 
are  valuable  as  indications,  tnen  it  would  seem  that  the  recuperation 
can  come  only  through  new  sources  of  income  and  through  greatly 
increased  values  of  her  two  great  staples — sugar  and  tobacco. 

FOREIGN  TRADE  OP  THE   ISLAND. 

The  statistics  in  the  tables  following  are  from  official  sources;  but 
as  there  are  many  tabulations  yet  to  be  made  and  perhaps  some 
changes  in  totals,  the  Cuban  bureau  of  statistics  annoimces  them  as 
only  approximately  correct,  and  thejr  are  submitted  with  that  imder- 
standing.  The  grouping  of  countries  is  according  to  the  Cuban 
method.  '  'Other  American  countries,"  meaning  Mexico,  Central  and 
South  American  republics;  '^Europe,''  all  countries  exclusive  of  those 
named,  and  '*A11  other  coimtries,''  all  the  rest  of  the  world.  All 
values  are  expressed  in  United  States  currency.     The  statistics  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


236 


COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 


imports  into  and  exports  from  Cuba,  exclusive  of  money,  by  countries, 
during  each  of  the  calendar  years  1906,  1907,  and  1908  follow: 


Country. 


Imports. 


1906. 


1907. 


1906. 


Exports. 


1906. 


1907. 


1906. 


United  States 

Other  American  countries. 

Germany 

Spain 

Great  Britain 

France 

Europe 

All  other  countries 


$47,602,345 
10.986,927 
6,403,793 
9,017,099 
14,061,023 
6,572,799 
3,376,016 
979,507 


$51,300,288 
9,277.605 
7.592,326 
9,478,615 
15,322,981 
6,044,705 
3,604.052 
1,831,363 


I 


576,980 
256,708 
172,358 
454,933 
724,029 
029,492 
548.662 
455,229 


8b.l7;-,,461 

2.4r):,()74 

3.  ti:  1.198 

67*1,623 

5.  899.  734 

l.r.lli,  129 

7r.s,655 

712,672 


$00,774,645 

2,495,284 

3,218,794 

484,876 

4,506,458 

1,361,974 

739,015 

487.991 


Total I  98,018,599 


104,460,935     85,218,391 


103,914,536 


104,000,037 


$78,868,490 

2,257,077 

4,711,164 

958.207 

4,775,966 

1,401,997 

978.064 

652,339 


94,603,324 


BALANCE   OF   TRADE   FAVORS   CUBA. 

Despite  the  poor  showing  of  the  1908  trade  in  comparison  with  that 
of  the  preceding  two  years,  it  would  seem  on  the  face  of  the  figures 
that  Cuba  did  proportionately  much  better  for  herself,  since  the  bal- 
ance of  trade  was  $9,384,933  in  her  favor,  while  in  1906  it  was 
$5,895,937,  and  in  1907  it  was  $391,898  against  her.  Apparently  the 
only  conclusions  that  can  be  drawn  from  the  1908  imports,  aside  from 
those  indicated  by  the  well-known  policy  of  prudence  on  the  part  of 
the  merchants,  are  that  through  a  declining  purchasing  power  the 
people  did  not  have  the  money  to  spend,  or  else  they  had  b^un  to 

?roduce  things  at  home  which  previously  had  been  bought  abroad, 
here  are  no  means  at  present  of  confirming  the  latter  theorv,  but  it  is 
satisfactory  from  the  Cuban  point  of  view  and  is  sustained  by  some 
evidences. 

The  following  table  shows  the  respective  shares  of  the  countries 
and  divisions  specified  in  the  Cuban  import  trade  during  the  years 
given.  It  is  believed  that  these  percentiles  will  insure  a  more  ready 
comprehension  of  the  Cuban  market  as  it  relates  to  the  world  than 
could  be  obtained  by  a  study  of  the  values. 


Country. 


United  States 

other  American  countries 

Germany 

Spain 

Cfreat  Britain 


1906. 
48.5 

1907.    ' 
49.0 

1906.     j 

48.8  ' 

11.2 

8.8 

8.5 

6.7 

9.0 

8.0 

9.2 

7.2 

8.8  > 

14.3 

14.6 

13.7 

Country. 


1906. 


1907.       1906. 


France i  6.6 

Europe |  3.4 

All  other  countries '  1.1 

Total I  loao 


5.8 
8.6 
2.0 


5.9 
4.3 
2.0 


100.0        100.0 


There  is  little  necessity  for  elaborating  upon  the  figures  given  relat- 
ing to  1908  exports.  It  will  suflBce  to  state  broadly  that  the  United 
States  took  nearly  all  the  crude  sugar  and  about  half  of  the  tobacco. 
Finally,  to  show  that  the  conditions  as  to  Cuba's  export  trade  have 
not  changed  more  than  those  relating  to  the  import,  it  can  be  stated 
that  in  1906  the  United  States  took  84.6  per  cent,  in  1907, 87.2  per 
cent,  and  in  1908,  83.3  per  cent,  or  an  average  for  the  three  years  of 
about  85  per  cent. 

The  increases  in  the  exports  to  Germany,  Spain,  Great  Britain, 
France,  Europe,  and  other  countries  in  1908  can  not  be  definitely 
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esplained  at  this  time,  but  they  are  supposed  to  be  through  leaf 
tobacco,  of  which  there  was  a  large  surplus  to  be  disposed  of  at  a 
lower  price. 

IMPORTS   FOR  FISCAL  TEAR    1908. 

The  classification  of  the  articles  of  import  during  the  calendar  year 
1908  will  not  be  made  by  the  treasury  authorities  for  some  months, 
and  therefore  the  figures  for  the  fiscal  year  1908,  as  compared  with 
those  for  1907,  must  be  used.  This  classification  is  in  accordance 
with  the  Cuban  method,  values  being  expressed  in  American  money 
and  fractions  omitted.  The  table  whicn  follows  shows  the  value 
assimied  in  Cuba  to  the  imports  from  the  United  States  and  to  the 
totals  of  imports  from  all  other  countries  in  the  two  fiscal  years 
named. 


Articles. 


1907. 


United 
States. 


Other 
countries. 


1906. 


United 
States. 


other 
countries. 


Alimentary  sohstanoes: 

Cereals 

Fish 

Fruits 

Heats 

Milk  products. 

OQs  and  beverages 

Vegetables,  etc 

other  alimentary  substances. . . 
Animals  and  animal  products: 

Animals 

Hides  and  skins 

Leather  goods 

Chemicals,  drugs,  etc.: 

Colors,  dyes,  and  varnishes 

Chemicaf  products 

Drugs 

Oils,  fats,  waxes,  etc 

Dry  goods  and  manufactures: 

Cotton  and  its  manufactures. . . 

Silk  and  silk  goods 

Vegetable  fibers 

Wool,  bristles,  hair,  etc 

Machinery,  instruments,  etc : 

Apparatus,  machinery 

Instruments 

Machinery 

Metals  and  their  manufactures: 

Copper,  etc 

Qola,  silver,  and  platinum 

Iron  and  steel 

Other 

Paper  and  paper  goods: 

Books,  etc 

Cardboard  and  paper 

Stone,  earth,  and  ceramics: 

Bitumens 

Earth  and  stone 

Qlass  and  crystals 

Pottery,  porcelain,  etc 

Wood  and  other  vegetable  material: 

Wood  and  its  manufactures 

Other  vegetable  materials 

AU  other  dutiable  articles 

Total 

Articles  free  of  duty 

Grand  total 


»,  220, 391 
86,731 
261,620 

(,648,223 
929,089 
650,855 

,507,181 

1,624,935 

924,708 

379,096 

1,969,749 

302,130 
865,068 
268,642 
785,810 

,295,858 
97,545 
161,884 
96,499 

,757,021 

73, 176 

1,395,808 

590,406 

116,757 

1,285,463 

117,869 

112,347 
477,532 

,016,782 
679,672 
309,961 
108,692 

1,893,928 
124,444 
,961,212 


$5,839,879 
1,231,235 
301,502 
2,815,291 
1,009,801 
2,969,425 
2,464,767 
2,520,082 

1,601,001 

136,474 

1,266,561 

258,707 

706,871 

181,319 

1,011,411 

6,743,756 

818,224 

3,225,466 

1,020,908 

490,136 

224,622 

1,412,626 

229,080 

940,189 

2,198,915 

243,278 

264,402 
644,353 

5,148 
384,804 
912,381 
656,948 

678,004 

157,289 

1,495,675 


$5,514,131 

64,976 

252,846 

6,425,627 

976,602 

278,224 

1,248,740 

1,312,327 

666,847 

284,994 

2,893,867 

281,533 
886,000 
233,175 
841,207 

1,245,822 
94,278 
82,744 
105,339 

1,785,509 

104,663 

3,627,759 

356,161 

107,640 

4,017,803 

113,739 

107,794 
634,700 

1,020,668 
734,378 
306,100 
134,216 

1,766,605 

95,496 

2,063,321 


42,089,174 
6,123,498 


47,150,710 
1,025,607 


40,665,911 
5,784,997 


$6,100,805 
1,260,200 
396,056 
2,335,461 
1,194,513 
2,983,242 
2,614,514 
2,326,287 

1,006,661 

93,848 

1,222,231 

225,064 

825,247 

219,413 

1,027,970 

9,171,629 

903,322 

3,149,579 

1,145,368 

620,799 

206,864 

1,499,463 

306,766 

865,034 

1,925,075 

218,153 

223,663 
761,204 

6,965 

321,196 

1,322,422 

717,680 

697,101 

139,626 

1,497,706 


40,635,049 
1,007,177 


48,212,672 


48,176,217 


46,460,906 


60,642,226 


The  chief  value  of  the  statement  above  is  in  the  showing  of  the 
character  of  Cuban  imports.  On  this  point  several  significant  con- 
clusions may  be  reached. 
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UNITED   STATES   SUPPLIED   LESS  THAN   HALF  OP  FOODSTUFFS. 

Even  a  hasty  study  of  this  classification  of  imports  reveals  how 
dependent  Cuba  is  upon  the  outside  world.  In  foodstuffs  she  pur- 
chased to  the  amount  of  $16,073,473  from  the  United  States,  and 
$19,211,078  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  this  meaning  that  American 
corn,  flour,  and  other  cereal  products  were  more  than  offset  by  Indian 
rice  and  Canadian  flour;  that  her  codfish  came  from  Canada  and 
Spain;  that  while  the  bulk  of  her  meat  came  from  the  United  States, 
Europe  more  than  outsold  the  United  States  in  cheese,  condensed 
creain,  milk,  and  other  like  products;  that  the  oil  and  wines  came 
principally  from  Europe;  that  Canada  sold  more  potatoes,  Spain 
more  onions,  and  Mexico  more  beans  than  the  United  States,  and 
that  while  eggs  from  the  United  States  very' nearly  accounted  for  the 
miscellaneous  item,  France,  Germany,  Spain,  South  America,  and 
other  countries  contributed  nearlv  twice  as  much  of  other  foodstuffs. 

In  animals  and  animal  wastes  the  United  States  naturally  had  much 
the  best  of  the  trade,  selling  to  the  value  of  $3,845,708  in  comparison 
with  $2,322,740.  In  chemicals,  drugs,  etc.,  the  trade  was  well  bal- 
anced, the  United  States  having  sold  to  the  value  of  $2,241,915  and 
other  countries  $2,297,714.  But  a  different  and  an  oft-repeated  story 
is  seen  in  the  matter  of  textiles,  in  which  the  United  States  partici- 
pated to  the  extent  of  only  $1,528,183,  while  the  rest  of  the  world 
(principally  England  through  its  cotton  goods)  sold  $14,369,898 
worth,  the  figures  showing  the  field  open  to  American  manufacturers 
in  these  lines  if  they  womd  only  make  an  effort  to  get  the  business 
by  offering  what  the  trade  wants. 

MACHINERY  AND  METALS   IMPORTED  FROM   THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  next  two  items,  machinery,  etc.,  and  metals  and  their  manu- 
factures, furnish  consolation,  for  of  the  fiirst  the  United  States  sold 
$5,518,021  to  other  countries'  $2,329,126,  and  of  the  second,  $4^595,- 
333  to  $3,317,028,  this  meaning  that  England's  heavy  machmery, 
Germany's  light,  Europe's  plate,  and  all  other  contributions  for  the 
metal  trades  could  not  overcome  the  lead  of  the  machinery  and 
metals  from  the  natural  purveyor  to  Cuba. 

The  United  States  did  not  make  so  good  a  showing  as  to  paper, 
having  only  $742,494  to  the  world's  $984,867,  nor  did  it  gain  anything 
on  the  earthenware,  having  only  $2,195,362  as  against  $2,368,165. 
In  wood  and  vegetable  material,  however,  and  in  the  miscellaneous 
list  there  is  a  good  balance — the  difference  between  $3,925,422  and 
$2,334,433.  And  finally,  $5,784,997  worth  of  American  products 
entered  free  of  duty^  to  $1,007,177  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  this 
meaning  that  Amencan  coal,  fertiUzers,  and  other  articles  for  the 
encouragement  of  industry  found  a  natural  market  in  Cuba. 

All  this,  however,  does  not  constitute  a  very  creditable  showing 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  American  products  had  the  advantage 
of  a  reciprocity  provision  in  the  schedule  of  duties.  It  would  seem 
that  this  20  per  cent  (and  for  some  articles  more)  should  have  had 
more  effect,  but  in  explaining  this  it  must  be  remembered  that  in 
buying  Cuba  is  influenced  much  by  sentiment,  her  merchants  being 
principally  Spanish,  and  that  the  freight  rates  offered  from  Europe, 
when  combined  with  a  low  selling  price  for  commodities,  soon  ofifset 
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all  the  extra  advantage  of  a  reciprocity  provision.  There  is  still 
another  great  and  potent  reason  in  the  fact  tnat  Europeans,  especially 
German  manufacturers  and  purveyors,  know  the  Cuban  market  and 
know  how  to  sell  the  goods  it  requires.  The  representatives  of  these 
European  business  houses  come  to  Cuba  and  stay  until  they  get 
acquainted.  They  use  few  catalogues  and  do  not  attempt  to  alter 
the  Cuban  taste  to  suit  their  own  convenience  or  experience.  They 
are  not  impatient  with  the  whims  of  their  customers,  and  comply  as 
far  as  possible  with  the  desires  of  the  latter^  especially  in  the  matter 
of  credits.  They  make  sjiipments  as  nearly  m  accordance  with  prom- 
ise as  possible,  and  pack  tne  goods  in  the  way  the  customer  desires. 
In  nearly  all  of  these  things  the  European  method  and  poUcy  differ 
from  the  average  American  plan.  There  are  some  Americans  who 
understand  the  necessities  ana  observe  them  well,  but  there  are  many 
who  do  not  and  will  not  learn,  and  who  much  prefer  to  sell  their  goods 
at  home  rather  than  in  Cuba,  other  things  being  equal  and  no  rainy 
day  being  in  sight. 

EXPORTS   TO   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

In  the  table  following  is  given  a  statement  of  the  declared  value 
of  Cuban  exports  to  the  United  States  during  the  calendar  years 
1907  and  1908.    All  values  are  expressed  in  American  money. 


Articles. 


Aoiinals. .............. 

Asphalt 

Buianas.... 

Ci|;an,etc 

Cacao 

Cocoanats 

Cocoanut  oil 

Copper  ore 

Fruits  and  vegetables.. 

Hides,  bones,  etc 

Honey 

Iron  ore..... 

Lomber  and  wood 


1907. 


$571,776 

4,178,194 

205,948 

238, eao 

3,819 
624,103 
776,677 
297,498 
56,000 
2,560,924 
1,223,221 


1908. 


16, 

561, 

3,723, 

86, 

185, 

3, 

409, 

1,318, 

376, 

56, 

1,726, 

534, 


Articles. 


Manganese 

MetsQ  scrap 

Molasses 

Sponges 

Sugar 

Tobacco  leaf,  etc 

Wax 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods. 

Grand  total 


1907. 


$236,747 

274,518 

1,118,105 

139,263 

61,384,454 

12,500,680 

78,401 

162,913 


86,640,860 
257,433 


86,898,293 


1908. 


$13,489 

181,730 

897,280 

88,052 

47,933,450 

16,066,801 

70,850 

121,561 


74,439,964 
390,409 


74.830,373 


The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States,  exclusive  of 
returned  American  goods,  by  consular  districts,  in  1907  and  1908  was 
as  follows : 


District. 

1907. 

1908. 

HAhfUtft 

$47,256,220 
23.650.545 
15,734,066 

$40,220,703 
19,770,198 
14  449  063 

Cienfu<>gos 

Santiago 

Total 

86,640,860 

74.439,964 

In  1908  sugar  accounted  for  64.4  per  cent  of  the  exports  of  Cuban 
products  to  tne  United  States,  tobacco  represented  21.6  per  cent,  and 
cigars,  etc.,  6  per  cent,  the  three  making  up  91  per  cent  of  the  total. 
The  classification  of  the  exports  to  other  countries  has  not  been  made, 
but  it  is  known  that  tobacco  and  tobacco  products  were  sufficient  in 
volume  to  maintain  the  usual  amount  of  the  great  staple  in  the  year's 
trade,  leaving  the  loss  to  be  ascribed  to  sugar. 
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DECLARED   EXPORTS   FROM   HABANA. 

The  following  table  gives  the  declared  exports  to  the  United  States 
from  the  consiuar  district  of  Habana,  whicn  includes  the  agencies  al 
Matanzas  and  Cardenas,  almost  exclusively  sugar-shipping  ports,  in 
1907  and  1908: 


Articles. 


Animals 

Asphalt 

Cigars,  cigarettes,  etc 

Cocoanuts 

Frul  ts  and  vegetables .... 
Hides,  bones,  and  hair. 

Honey 27,944 

Lumber  and  wood 129,976 

Metalscrap '       249,903 

Molasses '    1.050.987 


1907. 


94,178,083 
23,728 
748,325 


1908. 


18,395 

16,360 

3,728,544 

2,587 

1,286,336 

231,098 

45.943 

49,639 

177,686 

773.960 


Articles. 


Spongea 

Susar 

Tooacoo  leaf,  etc 

Wax 

Sundries 

Total 

Returned  American  goods. 

Grand  total 


1907. 


1139.263 

28,130,712 

12,272,102 

15,618 

289,590 


47,256,229 
204.302 


47,460,531 


1908. 


$88,052 

18.077.332 

15,600,317 

46,411 

93,043 


40,220,703 
351,848 


40,572,551 


LOSS   AND   GAIN    IN   AMERICAN    EXPORTS. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  consolidated  statement  of  values  of  declared 
exports  to  the  United  States,  the  sales  of  Cuban  products  to  the  prin- 
cipal buying  nation  fell  off  $12,100,896  in  1908,  as  compared  with 
1907.  The  enormous  decline  in  sugar  production,  amounting  to 
nearly  450,000  tons,  accounted,  despite  the  better  prices  obtained,  for 
a  difference  of  $13,451,004  in  value  between  the  exports  to  the  United 
States  in  1907  and  those  in  1908.  It  may  be  said  that  this  is  an 
unfair  comparison,  because  in  1907  Cuba  produced  her  greatest  sugar 
crop.  But  when  it  is  stated  that  the  average  value  of  the  exports  of 
sugar  to  the  United  States  in  the  years  1905,  1906,  and  1907  was 
$60,508,583^  while  the  exports  in  1908  amounted  to  only  $47,933,450, 
the  decline  m  1908  can  be  appreciated. 

The  sugar  production  of  the  year  illustrated  well  the  probable 
results  in  the  future,  namely,  that  the  new  and  modern  mills  in  the 
fresher  lands  of  the  eastern  half  of  the  island  will  provide  an  output, 
in  a  favorable  sugar  year,  proportionately  much  greater  than  that  in 
the  western  halfwmch  was  once  the  favorite  field.  In  1905  the 
consular  district  of  Habana  accounted  for  48  per  cent  of  the  sugar 
shipments  to  the  United  States.  In  1906  its  share  fell  to  47  per 
cent  and  in  1907  to  45  per  cent.  In  1908  the  percentage  was  37.5. 
The  Cienfuegos  district  maintained  its  normal  percentage,  which  is 
about  40,  but  the  Santiago  district,  the  sugar  field  of  tne  future, 
rose  from  18  per  cent  in  1907  to  22.5  per  cent  in  1908. 

Owing  principally  to  the  business  depression  in  the  United  States, 
the  exports  of  cigars,  copper  ore,  iron  ore,  lumber,  and  woods,  man- 
ganese, metal  scrap,  and  various  other  items  also  showed  great  losses. 
The  exports  of  tobacco  in  bales  increased  3,566,121,  but  they  included 
some  or  the  surplus  stock  of  1907,  and  the  increase  is  not  therefore 
indicative  of  an  expansion  of  the  industry.  The  only  item  which 
shows  a  true  expansion  is  that  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  this  was 
brought  about  by  the  great  increase  in  the  exports  of  pineapples,  that 
fruit  accounting  for  nearly  the  whole  amount^  as  vegetable  growing 
practically  was  a  failure  and  but  a  comparatively  sinall  amount  of 
citrus  fruit  was  exported.  The  item  of  returned  iinerican  goods  was 
made  up  largely  or  engineering  equipment  and  of  articles  not  brought 
into  Cuoa  for  sale. 
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NEW   INDUSTRIES   AND   IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  development  of  iron-ore  mining,  a  coming  great  industry, 
should  be  included  among  the  sahent  features  of  1908.'  The  iron- 
ore  shipnaents  from  the  port  of  Mayari  on  Nipe  Bay  and  from 
Daiquin,  in  the  south  of  Oriente  Province,  will  soon  swell  the  export 
values  of  Cuba  greatly,  as  iron  ore  is  certain  in  the  near  future  to 
surpass  in  export  value  all  other  Cuban  products  except  sugar  and 
tobacco. 

The  great  plant  at  Mayari,  which  will  have  cost  about  $5,000,000 
when  nnished,  will  be  practically  in  full  operation  this  year,  and,  if 
its  product  is  needed  in  the  United  States,  it  will  add  a  great  deal  to 
the  amount  of  exports. 

The  year  1908  in  Cuba  was  not  marked  by  many  pubUc  improve- 
ments, and  in  view  of  conditions  in  business  and  otherwise  this  was 
to  have  been  expected.  The  completion  of  many  public  roads  was 
announced,  and  work  was  begun  on  others,  but  was  checked  in  the 
autumn  when  the  pubUc  funds  began  to  run  low.  A  large  legacy  of 
contracts  was  left  to  the  Cuban  (jovemment,  and  perhaps  it  is  not 
estimating  it  too  high  to  state  that  nearly  $20,000,000  will  be  needed 
to  carry  them  out,  to  say  nothing  about  the  expense  which  the  new 
army  will  necessitate.  With  a  realization  of  these  conditions  current 
during  1908,  there  could  not  be  many  new  projects. 

FOREIGN   INTERESTS. 

The  American  and  foreign  interests  generally  had  a  year  far  from 
satisfactoiy,  for  the  effect  of  a  short  sugar  crop  was  keenly  felt  at  the 
mills  and  by  the  railroads.  The  drought  of  1907  also  worked  havoc 
with  other  agricultural  products,  except  pineapples,  and  an  era  of 
discouragement  set  in  which  continues  in  the  present  year.  It  is 
now  seen  that  the  citrus-fruit  industry,  which  has  attracted  such  a 
large  amount  of  American  capital,  has  no  attractive  future  unless  a 
large  and  constantly  expanding  local  market  is  secured,  for  with  the 
present  United  States  tariff  and  shipping  expenses  against  them  the 
growers  can  not  make  money  by  exporting  to  the  United  States 
except  at  certain  periods,  and  then  in  ordy  limited  amounts  on 
grape  fruit.  The  vegetable  industry  also  has  languished,  and,  like 
citrus  fruit,  it  must  acquire  a  steady  local  market  to  achieve  any 
measure  of  success. 

In  the  two  great  staples  of  Cuba,  sugar  and  tobacco,  there  is  but 
little  to  say  in  the  way  of  encouragement.  New  sugar  estates  have 
been  created,  but  with  the  American  tariff  unchanged  and  with  the 
cost  of  labor  continuing  comparatively  high,  it  is  difficult  to  see 
much  of  promise  to  the  sugar  producer.  But  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  this  is  a  formative  period  in  Cuba  and  that  in  the  United  States 
legislation  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  Cuba  is  under  considera- 
tion, it  is  perhaps  just  as  well  to  abandon  conjectures  as  to  either 
the  present  or  the  future.  What  appUes  to  sugar  is  also  true  of  the 
tobacco  industry,  although  the  1908  experience  of  the  latter  is  cer- 
tainly more  attributable  to  the  abnormal  conditions  abroad  than  to 
foreign  tariff  rates. 
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IMMIORATION. 

A  subject  which  is  causing  no  small  degree  of  worry  in  agricultural 
circles  in  Cuba  is  that  of  immigration.  For  many  years  there  has 
been  a  large  annual  immigration  from  Spain,  and  upon  that  labor 
many  of  the  sugar  and  tobacco  planters  nave  placed  great  depend- 
ence. Within  recent  years,  however,  Spain  has  instituted  strong 
restrictive  measures,  and  since  the  year  1906  there  has  been  a  con- 
stant and  great  decrease.  Prior  to  1906  over  40,000  laborers  came 
annually  from  Spain;  in  1906  this  number  was  reduced  nearly  one- 
third  ;  in  1907  it  further  declined  to  50  per  cent  of  the  immigration  in 
1906,  and  in  1908  it  had  fallen  to  about  40  per  cent.  To  be  exact, 
there  were  24,406  immigrants  in  1907,  of  whom  22,237  were  Spanish, 
504  North  American,  and  1,655  of  all  other  nations.  In  1908  there 
were  18,448  from  Spain,  847  from  North  America,  and  1,635  from  all 
other  parts  of  the  world. 

It  is  alleged  that  there  is  plenty  of  native  labor  in  Cuba  and  in  the 
other  islands  of  the  West  Indies  which  could  be  secured  and  which 
would  be  used  at  prices  commensurate  with  their  diUgence  were  it 
not  for  the  advent  of  the  transient  Spaniard  who,  because  of  his 
industry  and  thrift,  has  seemed  so  desirable  in  the  past.  The 
theory  is  now  advanced  that  the  planter  can  better  afford  to  train 
the  indifferent  laborer  than  to  pay  high  wages  to  a  transient.  If  the 
Spaniard  would  only  stay  in  Cuba,  there  would  be  no  question  about 
the  matter,  since  his  work  is  imquestionably  better,  and  the  increase 
in  population  would  soon  cause  an  adjustment  of  the  wage  scale. 

This  may  appear  a  decidedly  pessimistic  record,  and  so  in  fact  it 
is  as  it  relates  to  1908.  But  after  all  is  said,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  Cuba  is  undoubtedly  a  highly  fertile  and  practically  undeveloped 
coimtry;  that  with  natural  trade  alliances  there  could  be  great 
expansion  of  her  wealth,  and  that  under  the  educational  processes 
which  have  been  inaugurated  there  must  come  a  better  appreciation 
of  her  true  interests  and  intents.  A  great  economic  programme  con- 
fronts her  people,  and  its  accomplishment  is  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance to  them. 

FACTS  ABOUT  CUBA. 
By  Deputy  Consul,-Gbnbral  Henry  P.  Starrett,  Habana. 

So  many  inquiries  have  been  received  from  Americans  asking  for 

feneral  information  regarding  Cuba,  that  it  has  been  deemed  advisa- 
le  to  give  a  short  and  concise  report  covering  the  questions  usually 
asked.  The  endeavor  has  been  to  make  this  a  simple  statement  of 
facts  relative  to  existing  conditions  in  Cuba. 

Cuba  Ues  between  the  twentieth  and  twenty-third  degrees  of  north 
latitude,  and  from  the  seventy-fourth  to  the  eighty-mth  degree  of 
west  longitude;  about  100  miles  south  of  Florida,  130  miles  northeast 
of  Yucatan,  Mexico,  and  50  miles  west  of  Haiti.  It  is  730  miles  in 
length  and  its  breadth  ranges  from  22  miles  in  Habana  Province  to 
160  miles  in  Oriente  Province.  It  has  an  area  of  44,164  square  miles, 
including  the  Isle  of  Pines. 

TOPOGRAPHY — CLIMATE   AND   SOILS. 

The  land  along  the  entire  north  coast  is  hilly  for  the  most  part, 
breaking  into  moimtainous  ranges  in  the  provinces  of  Pinar  del  Rio 
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and  Oriente.  A  chain  of  small  islands  extends  along  the  north  coast 
from  the  province  of  Matanzas  to  the  province  of  Oriente.  These 
islands  are  low,  mostly  covered  with  mangrove  trees,  and  practically 
uninhabited. 

The  south  coast,  from  Cape  San  Antonio,  at  the  extreme  western 
end  of  the  island,  to  Cape  Cruz,  in  the  Province  of  Oriente,  is  low  and 
marshy,  but  from  Cape  Cruz  to  Cape  Maisi,  at  the  extreme  eastern 
end  of  the  island,  the  coast  is  abrupt  and  moimtainous.  The  interior 
is  generally  a  high  plateau,  broken  nere  and  there  by  mountain  ranges, 
this  being  especialfy  true  of  the  provinces  of  Pinar  del  Rio,  Matanzas, 
Santa  Clara,  and  Oriente.  The  best  deep-water  harbors  are  Bahia 
Honda,  Cabanas,  Habana,  Matanzas,  Cardenas,  Nuevitas,  Gibara, 
Banes,  Nipe  Bay,  and  Baracoa  on  the  north  coast,  and  Guantanamo 
Bay,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Manzanillo,  Juraco,  Cieniuegos,  and  Bata- 
bano  on  the  south  coast. 

There  are  no  large  rivers  in  the  island  with  the  exception  of  the 
Rio  Cauto,  which  flows  through  the  western  part  of  the  Province  of 
Oriente,  and  is  navigable  for  50  miles  from  its  mouth.  There  are 
many  small  streams,  or  ^'arroyos,''  however,  wliich  become  typical 
mountain  torrents  during  the  wet  season.  With  these  few  excep- 
tions, Cuba  may  be  said  to  be  without  river  navigation. 

The  climate  may  be  briefly  described  as  being  semi  tropical,  with 
slight  extremes  of  temperature,  rather  high  humidity,  and  an  ample 
nunfall.  The  mean  annual  temperature  at  Habana  is  about  77^  F., 
the  average  range  of  teinperature  being  from  71®  to  82*^  F.,  or  a 
difference  of  about  11®.  This  is  true  of  the  entire  north  coast  of  the 
island.  The  temperature  in  the  interior  and  along  the  south  coast 
is  sUghty  higher,  as  is  also  the  humidity. 

Ciiba  has  a  rainy  and  a  dry  season,  the  former  extending  from 
May  to  October,  and  the  latter  from  November  to  April.  The  wet 
season,  however,  is  not  severe,  as  the  rain  generally  comes  in  the  form 
of  frequent  showers  during  the  afternoon,  the  rest  of  the  day  being 
clear.  The  mean  annual  rainfall  at  Habana  is  about  52  inches,  and 
slightly  more  along  the  low-lying  south  coast.  The  northeast  trade 
winds  prevail  throughout  the  island,  and  do  much  toward  maintain- 
ing agreeable  temperature,  especially  during  the  summer  months. 

There  are  four  different  kinds  of  soil  in  C^ba — red,  black,  mulatto 
(a  mixture  of  the  two),  and  a  white  clayey  soil.  The  red.  black, 
and  mulatto  soils  are  considered  the  best  for  all  kinds  of  planting, 
while  sandy  loams  are  preferred  for  tobacco  and  citrus  fruit  culture. 

POPULATION,  GOVERNMENT,  AND   SANITATION. 

Cuba  has  a  total  population,  according  to  the  census  of  1907,  of 
2,048,930,  of  which  70.3  per  cent  is  classified  as  white,  and  29.7  per 
cent  as  colored.  The  colored  population  forms  less  than  one-third 
of  the  total,  and  although  the  numbers  have  au^ented  somewhat  it 
has  been  for  many  years  gradually  decreasing  m  proportion  to  the 
white  population. 

Cuba  nas  a  repubUcan  form  of  government,  in  many  respects 
similar  to  that  of  the  United  States.  The  laws  are  partially  modem 
and  partially  derived  from  the  Spanish  regime,  and  are  administered 
by  a  judicial  system  which  is  emcacious  and  reasonably  prompt  in 
its  decisions. 
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There  is  at  present  no  standing  army  or  navy,  but  by  a  recent 
executive  decree  a  permanent  army  consisting  of  two  regiments  of 
infantry,  two  battalions  of  field  artillery,  ten  companies  of  coast 
artillery,  and  four  companies  to  form  a  machine-gun  corps^  has  been 
authonzed  and  will  soon  be  put  into  commission.  Besides  these 
proposed  armed  forces  there  are  three  regiments  of  mounted  rural 
guards,  whose  duty  it  is  to  maintain  order  in  the  country  districts, 
and  a  sufficient  number  of  poUcemen  in  each  city  and  town  to  pro- 
tect life  and  property.  Under  the  treasury  department  there  is 
a  small  fleet  of  steam  revenue  cutters,  having  duties  similar  to  those 
of  the  United  States. 

The  sanitary  department  is  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the 
Government.  The  results  of  the  last  few  years  demonstrate  its 
abihty  to  guard  and  care  for  the  pubUc  health.  From  a  sanitary 
standpoint,  the  work  has  created  a  new  Cuba,  as  yellow  fever,  the 
former  scourge  of  the  island,  has  been  controlled,  and  malarial  fevers 
are  not  more  prevalent  here  than  in  the  Southern  States.  The  mor- 
tality rate  is  about  14  per  1,000. 

THE   PROVINCES   AND   THEIR   CHARACTERISTICS. 

The  RepubUc  is  divided  into  six  provinces,  the  areas  of  which,  from 
west  to  east,  are  as  follows,  in  square  miles:  Pinar  del  Rio,  5,206; 
Habana,  3,170;  Matanzas,  3,256;  Santa  Clara,  8,257;  Camaguey, 
10,064;  Oriente,  14,211;  total,  44,164. 

Pinar  del  Bio. — The  lowlands  of  this,  the  westernmost  province  of 
the  island,  are  given  up  chiefly  to  the  raising  of  cattle  ana  swine,  the 
plateaus  and  valleys  to  the  growing  of  tobacco  and  citrus  fruits,  and 
the  mountain  regions  to  the  growing  of  coffee  and  the  making  of 
charcoal.  The  famous  tobacco  distnct,  Vuelta  Abajo,  is  located  in 
the  southwestern  part  of  this  province.  The  tobacco  of  this  district 
is  considered  much  finer  than  that  grown  in  any  other  part  of  Cuba. 
The  province  has  only  one  railroad,  and  this  traverses  the  south 
central  part  as  far  west  as  the  town  of  Guane.  There  are  many 
excellent  macadam  roads  in  the  more  important  farming  districts, 
and  many  more  are  projected. 

Province  of  Habana. — The  principal  products  of  the  province  of 
Habana  are  tobacco,  sugar  cane,  citrus  fruits,  and  vegetables. 
Railroads  traverse  nearly  all  parts  of  the  province,  and  there  is  a 
fine  system  of  macadam  roads.  One  section,  of  which  the  town  of 
Guines  is  the  center,  is  under  irrigation,  more  or  less  modem,  and  it  is 

Srobably  the  most  productive  agricultural  district  in  the  island, 
[abana,  the  capital  of  the  provmce,  and  of  the  RepubUc,  is  the 
island's  center  or  commerce  and  industry,  the  terminus  of  three  rail- 
roads, and  the  port  of  call  for  several  lines  of  steamers  running  to 
Mexico,  Gulf  and  Atlantic  ports,  and  Europe.  •  It  is  also  the  head- 
auarters  of  the  great  cigar  and  cigarette  mdustry,  which  employs 
mousands  of  skilled  tobacco  workers. 

The  Isle  of  Pines,  a  municipal  district  of  the  province  of  Habana,  is 
situated  about  60  miles  off  the  south  coast  of  the  province.  It  has 
been  settled  largely  by  American  colonists,  who  have  planted  exten- 
sive areas  in  citrus  fruits.  The  climate  is  excellent  and  compares 
favorably  with  that  of  anv  other  part  of  Cuba.  The  land  varies  in 
quality,  out  is  generally  fertile  and  productive  in  the  northern  half 
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of  the  island,  which  is  well  settled,  while  the  southern  half  is  swampy 
and  low  alonff  the  south  coast  and  its  arable  lands  are  as  yet  very 
much  undeveloped.  A  company  operates  a  steamer  from  the  island 
to  the  town  of  Batabano,  the  south-coast  seaport  of  the  province  of 
Habana,  where^  connection  is  made  with  the  railroad  running  to  the 
city  of  Habana. 

Province  of  Matanzas. — The  topography  of  the  northern  part  of 
the  province  of  Matanzas  is  generally  niliy  and  mountainous,  with 
many  beautiful  valleys  and  small  streams,  gradually  terminating  in 
lowlands  and  marshes  in  the  south.  The  pnncipal  product  is  sugar 
cane.  The  transportation  faciUties  of  the  province  are  excellent  and 
there  are  many  good  highways.  Matanzas  and  Cardenas  are  the 
chief  seaports.  They  have  deep-water  harbors,  and  several  lines  of 
steamers  ply  between  these  ports  and  points  in  the  United  States  and 
Europe. 

Santa  Clara  Province, — The  land  is  hilly  and  mountainous  in  places, 
with  high  plateaus  in  the  central  part,  and  generally  low  and  marshy 
along  the  south  coast.  Sugar  cane  and  a  medium  grade  of  tobacco 
are  tne  chief  agricultural  products,  but  stock  raising  forms  an  impor- 
tant industry.  There  are  many  old  and  new  coffee  plantations  in 
the  valleys,  the  latter  just  coming  into  bearing.  Transportation 
facilities  are  furnished  by  three  railroads  which  connect  the  more 
important  agricultural  districts  with  the  two  seaports,  Cienfuegos  on 
the  south  coast  and  Caibarien  on  the  north  coast. 

Province  of  Oamaguey. — A  high  plateavi  forms  nearly  the  whole 
central  portion  of  the  province  of  Camaguey,  becoming  generally 
lowland  on  the  north  coast  and  marshy  along  the  south  coast.  With 
the  exception  of  a  few  scattered  hill  ranges  in  the  eastern  part,  the 
country  is  generally  flat  and  resembles  somewhat  the  prairie  lands 
of  the  middle  American  States.  It  is  good  grazing  country,  and  con- 
sequently stock  raising  is  one  of  the  most  important  industries  of  the 
province.  Sugar  cane  is  the  principal  a^icultural  product.  The 
railroad  from  Habana  to  Santiago  de  Cuba,  m  the  province  of  Oriente, 
traverses  the  entire  length  of  the  province  of  Camaguey,  and  there 
are  several  short  lines  which  connect  this  main  line  with  the  north 
and  south  coast  ports  and  with  the  sugar  plantations.  The  princi- 
pal shipping  port  is  Xuevitas,  on  the  north  coast. 

Province  oj  Oriente, — This,  the  easternmost  and  largest  nrovince  of 
the  island,  is  rugged  and  mountainous  in  character,  with  Jeep  valleys 
and  many  small  streams.  A  high  mountain  range  extends  along  tne 
entire  south  coast  from  Cape  Cruz  to  Cape  Maisi,  the  coast  line  being 
rocky  and  abrupt  and  witn  few  good  harbors.  The  interior  of  the 
province  is  mountainous  and  little  developed.  Railroad  transpor- 
tation can  not  be  said  to  be  adeauate,  considering  the  size  and  impor- 
tance of  the  province,  nor  are  there  many  goocT roads,  especially  in 
the  interior.  It  is  rich  in  natural  resources,  and  the  soil  is  very  fer- 
tile and  productive  in  the  valleys  and  along  the  rivers.  The  mining 
of  iron  and  copper  ores  forms  one  of  the  principal  industries.  Most 
of  the  mines  are  located  in  the  mountains  near  the  city  of  Santiago 
de  Cuba,  and  along  the  north  coast  from  Baracoa  to  Nipe  Bay.  The 
chief  agricultural  products  are  sugar  cane,  coffee,  cacao,  and  fruits, 
and  a  low  grade  or  tobacco  which  is  grown  in  the  northern  part  or 
the  province. 
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LAND   TITLES,    VALUES,    TAXES,    AND   TRANSFERS. 

Titles  in  Cuba  are  in  many  instances  somewhat  clouded,  and  the 
veiy  best  advice  that  can  be  given  to  those  contemplating  investment 
in  Cuban  property  is  to  personally  investigate  the  land  offered,  the 
transportation  facilities,  and  the  general  conditions',  after  which  a 
competent  attorney  should  be  employed  to  examine  the  title  thor- 
oughly. - 

Land  is  valued  here,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  according  to 
its  fertility,  its  transportation  facilities,  and  its  nearness  to  a  shipping 
port.  Prices  range  from  $10  to  $100,  and  even  more,  per  acre,  but 
good,  fertile  land  located  near  a  railroad  can  generally  oe  purchased 
at  from  $30  to  $50  per  acre.  For  information  relative  to  lands  along 
railway  lines,  address  the  publicity  departments  of  the  following: 
Western  Railways  of  Havana,  Habana;  United  Railways  of  Havana, 
Habana;  Cuba  Railroad  Company,  Camaguey;  Cuban  Central  Rail- 
ways, Sagua  la  Grande;  Cuba  Eastern  Railroad  Company,  Guanta- 
namo ;  Havana  Central  Railroad  Company,  Habana. 

Unimproved  rural  property  pays  no   tax.     Improved   property 

gays  a  tax,  based  on  its  income  valuation,  which  is  made  once  every 
ve  years.     This  tax  is  moderate  and  probably  does  not  exceed  that 
paid  in  similar  districts  in  the  United  States. 

To  transfer  title,  the  matter,  after  being  investigated  by  competent 
attorneys  and  presented  according  to  law,  is  taken  before  a  notary 
public  and  a  deed  properly  drawn  up  and  recorded.  A  certified 
copy  of  this  deed  is  then  presented  to  the  treasury  for  payment  of 
the  transfer  tax,  which  is  one  per  cent  of  the  amoimt  of  the  sale, 
after  which  it  is  taken  to  the  registrar  of  deeds  for  record.  The 
notary's  fee  for  acknowledging  the  deed  is  $8  per  $1,000,  and  that  for 
recoraing  the  deed  varies  with  the  value  of  the  transfer,  the  fee  being 
small. 

INDUCEMENTS   TO   COLONISTS. 

The  price  of  labor  in  the  rural  districts  varies  with  the  locality, 
but  is  usually  $1  to  $1.50  Spanish  silver  per  day  ($1  Spanish  silver 
equals  about  87  American  cents).  The  native  Cuban  labor  is  not 
considered  as  good  as  that  from  the  Spanish  provinces,  but  in  most 
cases  the  Spanish  laborer  must  be  paid  slightly  higher  wages  for  his 
work. 

The  Government  offers  no  inducements  to  colonists  in  the  way  of 
free  lands  or  concessions  of  any  kind.  It  allows,  however,  the  free 
entry  through  the  custom-house  of  the  colonist's  household  goods, 
provided  the  same  have  been  in  use  for  one  year  or  more,  personal 
effects,  including  clothes,  bed  and  table  linen,  toilet  articles,  and 
portable  tools  and  instnunents,  agricultiural  tools  (not  agricultiural 
machinerv),  and  bee-keepers'  supplies  and  equipment.  Domestic 
animals  Belonging  to  the  colonist,  however,  are  not  admitted  free 
of  duty  unless  registered  and  designed  for  breeding  purposes. 

To  facilitate  the  entry  of  all  goods  through  the  custom-house  and 
to  avoid  trouble  and  expense,  it  is  always  advisable  to  secure  the 
services  of  a  good  custom-house  broker. 

As  Cuba  is  essentially  an  agricultural  countrv,  the  Government 
has  established  and  fully  equipped  an  agricultural  experiment  station 
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at  Santiago  de  las  Vegas,  a  town  in  the  center  of  the  farming  district  of 
Habana  Province,  for  the  study  and  development  of  the  principal 
agricultural  products,  and  for  the  study  of  animal  diseases.  The  sta- 
tion is  in  the  charge  of  a  thoroughlv  competent  American  agricul- 
turist, who  is  assisted  in  his  work  by  a  corps  of  expert  assistants. 
The  director  id  always  ready  to  give  information  relative  to  the  work 
of  the  station  and  general  tacts  regardingthe  principal  Cuban  prod- 
ucts. He  may  be  addressed  as  The  Director,  Estacion  Central 
Agronomica,  Santiago  de  las  Vegas,  Cuba.. 

ADVICE   AND    ADMONITION. 

Success  in  agricultural  endeavor  in  Cuba  seems  to  be  dependent 
mainly  upon  the  market  afforded  by  local  conditions  and  by  the 
United  States.  It  is  assumed  that  the  prospective  colonist  has  a 
knowledge  of  agriculture,  for  such  is  as  necessary  in  Cuba  as  at  home, 
and  absence  of  it  will  result  in  failure  here  as  certainly  as  it  will  in 
other  parts  of  the  world.  If  a  local  market  can  be  secured  and 
retained  then  it  would  seem  that  an  average  American  farmer  should 
succeed;  if,  however,  the  produce  is  shipped  north  under  existing 
expenses  the  issue  becomes  very  doubtful.  This  applies  particularly 
to  citrus  fruits,  for  the  tariff  and  expense  are  heavier. 

If,  under  these  conditions,  it  is  desired  to  establish  a  vegetable 
farm  or  a  small  citrus-fruit  grove  in  Cuba,  the  mistake  of  too  little 
capital  should  not  be  made.  It  has  been  estimated  by  persons 
conversant  with  the  conditions  that  at  least  $5,000  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  cover  the  cost  of  20  acres  of  good  land,  a  small  house, 
complete  farming  equipment,  including  a  pair  of  mules,  carts,  tools, 
and  the  necessary  living  expenses,  until  the  farm  or  grove  is  self- 
supporting  or  the  success  or  failure  of  the  venture  has  been  estab- 
lisned. 

GENERAL   INFORMATION. 

No  passport  is  necessary  for  an  American  entering  Cuba.  Con- 
sular officers  are  not  permitted  by  law  to  report  upon  the  financial 
standing  of  corporations,  firms,  or  individuals  in  the  country  in 
which  tney  are  located.  Such  inquiries  should  be  addressed  to  one 
of  the  American  commercial  agencies  having  offices  in  Habana. 

The  Bureau  of  American  Republics  at  Washington,  D.  C,  has 
published  a  book  entitled  **CuDa,"  by  Mr.  Gonzalo  de  Quesada, 
minister  of  Cuba  to  the  United  States,  which  gives  a  great  deal  of 
useful  information  relative  to  Cuban  conditions. 

Steamship  lines  entering  Habana  from  the  United  States  are: 
Ward  Line  from  New  York,  biweekly ;  P.  &  O.  S.  S.  Co.  from  Tampa, 
Ejiights  Key,  and  Key  West,  Fla.,  triweekly,  except  during  the 
winter  or  tourist  season,  when  the  service  is  increased  to  a  daily 
one^  Morgan  Steamship  Company  from  New  Orleans,  every  ten  days 
durmg  the  summer  and  every  five  days  during  the  winter;  Munson 
Steamship  Company  from  Mobile  every  seven  days;  and  the  United 
Steamship  Company  from  Galveston,  Tex.,  every  ten  days. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


248  COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 

CIENFUEGOS- 
By  Consul  Max  J.  Baehr. 

In  importance  Cienfuegos  is  second  only  to  Habana  in  regard  to 
commerce,  and  owing  to  its  splendid  landlocked  harbor,  with  a  coast 
line  of  15  marine  leagues  (marine  league  =  18,240  feet),  it  may 
assume  an  importance  not  exceeded  by  any  other  harbor  in  the  West 
Indies  in  future  years,  when  the  Isthmian  Canal  has  become  a  reality, 
by  reason  of  its  proximity  to  the  great  international  waterway. 
According  to  the  census  of  1908  the  municipality  of  Cienfuegos  had 
70,416  inhabitants  and  the  city  proper  30,100. 

The  present  indications  are  that  this  year's  sugar  crop  will  exceed 
the  original  estimate  of  1,250,000  tons,  and  come  nearer  the  1,400,000 
mark.  The  output  of  the  27  centrals,  whose  products  are  shipped 
through  this  port,  will  approximate  1,650,000  bags  of  325  pounds 
each  for  1909,  as  against  1,174,000  bags  in  1908  and  1,731,010  bags 
m  1907. 

Tobacco,  the  other  Cuban  staple,  produced  a  record  crop  in  quan- 
tity and  quality.  The  prices  were  good,  so  that  nearly  all  Cuba  has 
cause  to  be  happy,  for  comparatively  few  country  peoiiie  are  engaged 
in  other  pursuits  than  the  cultivation  of  sugar  and  tobacco,  although 
the  raising  of  diversified  crops  would  make  them  less  dependent  on 
the  fluctuations  of  outside  markets  and  the  trusts  which  control  this 
market.  Almost  all  leaf  tobacco  is  cut,  and  the  quality  promises  to 
be  far  superior  to  the  leaf  of  previous  years.  No  sales  have  been 
made,  but  it  is  the  opinion  that  prices  will  be  somewhat  lower  owing 
to  the  large  crop  and  to  the  fact  that  there  is  some  of  last  year's  crop 
on  the  market  still  unsold.  It  is  not  easy  to  estimate  the  amount  of 
1908  tobacco  unsold,  but  it  is  known  that  there  are  larce  quantities 
here  and  in  Habana  which  is  offered  at  comparatively  low  prices  in 
order  to  make  room  for  the  new  crop.  There  are  likewise  some  lots 
of  the  1907  crop  unsold,  and  because  of  its  inferior  quaUty  it  can  not 
be  disposed  of  even  at  ruinous  prices. 

CATTLE   MARKET — COFFEE — SISAL   HEMP — FRUIT. 

Owing  to  the  cessation  in  imports  and  the  constant  consumption 
for  a  period  of  over  one  year,  and  also  to  the  good  results  obtained 
from  the  present  sugar  crop,  there  should  soon  be  some  activity  in 
the  cattle  business,  but  the  dullness  of  the  market  now  compares  with 
the  worst  period  of  the  late  crisis.  There  are  no  transactions  other 
than  the  supplying  of  the  Habana  market  with  a  moderate  supply, 
and  even  that  trade  is  at  ruinous  prices  for  the  cattle  owner.  The 
Habana  cattle  dealers  are  held  responsible  for  this  condition,  owing, 
it  is  claimed,  to  a  secret  combine. 

An  agricultural  product  that  yields  good  returns  to  those  who  can 
bide  their  time  is  coffee.  It  is  or  excellent  quality  and,  in  spite  of  the 
depressed  conditions  governing  the  coffee  market  of  the  world  for 
many  years,  brings  a  good  price  here  to  the  producer  for  the  reason 
that  the  demand  exceeds  the  supply,  while  a  protective  duty  prevents 
underselling  with  the  imported  article. 

The  cultivation  of  sisal  hemp  in  the  vicinity  of  Xue vitas  and  the 
raising  of  fruit  at  Ceballos  are  successfully  carried  on  in  this  district. 
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Sisal  hemp  culture  can  be  successfully  pursued  on  poor,  stony  soil 
unfit  for  the  raising  of  any  of  the  other  prevailing  crops  of  the  island, 
and  it  keeps  money  in  the  country  which  nitherto  has  gone  to  Yucatan. 

The  many  small  attempts  at  fruit  raising  for  market  purposes, 
though  the  product  may  oe  excellent,  have  generally  f aUed  for  the 
reason  that  suflBcient  quantities  to  justify  the  callmg  of  steamers 
could  not  be  assembled. 

The  circulating  medium  in  this  district  has  not  been  changed  since 
1898.  United  States  currency  is  used  for  official  purposes,  Spanish 
gold  for  commercial  transactions,  and  Spanish  silver  for  retail  busi- 
ness. While  theoretical  objection  may  be  made  to  this  prevailing 
triple  standard,  there  are  economic  considerations  in  favor  of  its  con- 
tinuance. A  change  to  United  States  currency  exclusivelv  would 
result  in  labor  demanding  United  States  money  for  what  they  now 
receive  in  Spanish  silver,  and  that  in  all  small  retail  purchases  this 
currency  would  be  exacted  where  Spanish  silver  is  now  tendered  and 
received,  or,  in  other  words,  labor  and  small  necessaries  of  life  would 
rise  from  15  to  20  per  cent  in  price. 

ACTivrrr  in  improvements. 

In  the  city  of  Cienfuegos  great  activity  in  improvements  is  notice- 
able on  all  sides  and  wherever  one  goes  new  buildings  of  substantial 
character  can  be  seen  in  course  of  construction,  replacing  the  cheaper 
houses  of  ancient  aspect.  The  city  hospital  has  been  renovated  at  a 
cost  of  $60,000.  The  Spanish  Club  (Colonia  EsjpafLola)  has  erected 
a  hospital,  composed  of  paviUons  with  beautiful  elevations,  fine 
appointments,  and  accommodations  for  250  patients,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  $250,000;  its  annual  maintenance  costs  $75,000  and  the 
club  has  6,000  members.  The  National  Bank  of  Cuba  is  soon  to  move 
into  its  new  building,  a  beautiful  structure  of  colonial  style,  which 
cost  $32,000  in  addition  to  the  site,  for  which  $21,000  was  paid.  The 
Methodists  have  erected  a  church  of  cement  block,  costing  $12,000, 
including  the  $3,000  site.  The  CathoUcs  have  built  a  bishop's  palace 
at  a  cost  of  nearly  $40,000,  a  parsonage  for  the  cathedral  priests  cost- 
ing $12,500,  a  college  and  chapel  of  gothic  style  for  the  Dominican 
friars,  on  which  $35,000  has  been  expended  so  far,  but  the  total  cost 
of  which  is  estimated  at  $60,000.  The  custom-house  has  been  fully 
overhauled  and  makes  a  fine  appearance.  All  of  these  improvements 
and  new  buildings  have  added  greatly  to  the  general  aspect  of  the  city. 

The  improvements  for  city  parks  have  cost  $50,000,  and  the  con- 
struction of  the  malecon,  a  boulevard  and  driveway  through  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  city  and  along  the  water  front  of  the  bay  to  the  beau- 
tiful Pimta  Gorda  Peninsula,  is  being  carried  on  with  great  energy. 
The  city  uses  the  surplus  dirt  from  the  excavations  for  the  sewerage 
sjrstem  to  fill  in  that  part  of  the  road  which  crosses  marshy  ground  and 
deep  water,  while  pnvate  parties  are  constructing  the  retaining  wall 
at  tneir  own  expense.  The  dredging  of  the  harbor  will  soon  be  com- 
pleted, so  that  all  vessels  may  come  to  the  piers  and  avoid  lighterage 
charges.  A  new  government  dock  and  shed  is  imder  construction, 
the  estimated  cost  being  $100,000.  The  contract  for  the  waterworks 
and  sewerage  systems,  to  cost  over  $3,000,000,  is  being  pushed  with  all 
possible  speed,  and  present  indications  point  to  early  completion,  so 
that  withm  a  year  Cienfuegos  will  have  an  ample  supply  or  the  finest 
water  in  the  island. 
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ELECTRIC   POWER   FOR   RAILWAYS. 

There  are  also  two  projects  for  electric  tramways  and  electric  light- 
ing. One  is  for  a  suburban  road  from  this  city  to  the  valley  of  Alani- 
caragua,  touching  the  most  populated  towns  between  these  points. 
The  concession  was  granted  to  the  contractor  for  the  city  waterworks, 
who  proposes  to  harness  the  falls  of  the  Hanabanilla  River  for  the 

Kurpose  of  generating  electric  power  for  the  railway-.  The  work  must 
e  finished  and  in  operation  within  two  years.  The  other  project  is 
for  a  network  of  city  street  railways  and  an  electric-light  plant  to  be 
built  by  an  American  citizen.  Nothing  definite  is  given  out  regarding 
the  concession,  but  the  local  authorities  are  said  to  be  favorably 
inclined,  and  the  work  is  to  be  commenced  in  the  near  future  and 
completed  in  less  than  six  months. 

The  United  Railways  of  Habana  have  acquired  the  right  of  way  in 
this  city  and  a  large  tract  of  land  near  by,  whereon  a  new  passenger 
depot,  machine  shops^  and  roundhouses  are  to  be  constructed  pnor 
to  their  entering  the  city  in  competition  with  the  Cuban  Central  Kail- 
road,  which  is  now  enjoying  a  monopoly. 

BANKING   INSTITXJTIGNS — REAL    ESTATE   TRANSFERS. 

Several  prominent  Cuban  planters  and  merchants  have  combined 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  new  banking  institution,  to  be  named 
the  Cienfuegos  Bank,  with  a  capital  of  $1,000,000.  The  Spanish 
Bank  of  Habana  has  also  announced  the  establishment  of  a  branch 
here,  which  is  indicative  of  the  prosperous  condition  of  this  district 
and  of  the  confidence  which  men  of  means  have  in  the  future  of  this 
city.  Besides  the  various  private  banking  institutions  in  connection 
with  the  large  commercial  nouses,  financiSly  as  strong  as  any  corpo- 
rations on  the  island,  there  are  branches  of  the  National  Bank  of  Cuba, 
of  the  Royal  Bank  of  Canada,  and  of  the  Bank  of  Nova  Scotia,  all 
strong  institutions  which  are  doing  satisfactory  business. 

Cienfuegos  is  growing  and  with  electric  railwaj^s  and  waterworks 
hundreds  of  industries  and  new  enterprises  will  spring  up,  which  with- 
out water  and  transportation  facilities  were  heretofore  impossible. 
Real  estate  transfers  are  increasing  daily,  and  large  tracts  of  land 
adjacent  to  the  city  which  have  been  lying  idle  for  years  are  being 
platted  and  sold  for  building  lots. 

IMPORTS    BY   COUNTRIES. 

The  imports  into  the  port  of  Cienfuegos  in  1908  were  valued  at 
$5,297,424,  against  $8,665,528  in  the  previous  year. 

The  value  of  the  imports,  by  coimtries,  in  1907  and  1908,  respec- 
tively, was  as  follows: 


Country. 


United  Stetes 

Austria-Hungary . 

Belgium 

Brazil 

British  India 

Colombia 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Norway 


igo7. 


$4,257, 
35, 
21. 


324,368 


427, 
301, 
34, 


1908. 


$2,611,562 

14,046 

17,740 

25,111 

376.400 

98,222 

111,118 

637,897 

6,719 

23,925 


Country. 


1907. 


NovaScotIa '  $423,894 

PortoRico i  103,199 

Spain 1,087,004 

Switzerland !  60,801 

United  Kingdom 1, 103, 142 


Uruguay. 

All  other  countries.. 


Total. 


52,866 
431,631 


8,666,528 


1908. 


$124,462 
94,607 
486,806 
18,870 
630,256 
171,673 
49,841 


6,297,424 
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Tlie  imports  into  the  port  of  Caibarien  in  1908  were  valued  at 
$1,520,768,  of  which  the  United  States  supplied  articles  worth 
$900,349;  British  India,  $373,139;  Brazil,  $104,405;  United  King- 
dom, $83,902;  and  Spain,  $25,035,  the  remainder  being  distributed 
among  other  countnes.  The  imports  into  the  ports  of  Nuevitas 
and  Sagua  la  Grande  during  the  fiscal  year  1908,  the  statistics  being 
the  latest  available,  amounted  to  $1,437,073  and  $1,226,013,  respec- 
tively. Of  these  sums  the  United  States  shipped  articles  mto 
Nuevitas  worth  $585,422  and  into  Sagua  la  Grande  to  the  value 
of  $788,856. 

EXPORTS   TO   THE    UNITED   STATES. 


The  total  value  of  the  exports  declared  from  this  consular  district 
to  the  United  States  in  1908  (exclusive  of  goods  returned  worth 
$9,568)  was  $19,770,198,  against  $23,650,545  in  1907.  The  exports, 
by  ports  and  articles,  in  1908  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


CIENPUEQOS. 

Hides,  bones,  etc 

Molasses 

Bma 

Tobacco,  leaf 

All  other  articles 

Total 

CAIBARIBN. 

Lumber  and  woods 

SOfflkT 

Tobaooo 

Wax 

Ail  other  articles 

Total 

NUJC  VITAS. 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

Hides,  bones,  etc 


Value. 


$19,416 

106,230 

1,271,140 

433,981 

220 


9,830,987  I 


47.365  , 

5,023,3(9 

2,952 

10,522 

687 


5,084,896 


2,619 
40.329 


Articles. 


NUBViTAS— continued, 

Honey 

Lumber,  woods,  etc 

Sugar 

Wax 

All  other  articles 

Total 

SAOUA  LA  GRANDE. 

Molasses 

Sugar 

Tobacco 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Grand  total 


Value. 


13,953 

6,283 

1,377,122 

6,111 

2.438 


1.438,855 


8,550 

3,377,929 

28.724 

258 


3,415,461 


19,770,198 


HOW  TO  INCREASE  AMERICAN  SALES — TERMS  OF  CREDIT. 

Cienfuegos  is  closer  to  New  York,  New  Orleans,  Galveston,  and 
other  ports  than  are  many  Western  States,  yet  American  manu- 
facturers supply  less  than  half  of  this  market.  England,  Germany, 
Spain,  and  France  are  getting  business  here  which  would  undoubt- 
edly go  to  the  United  States  if  the  exporters  and  manufacturers 
understood  how  to  get  it  and  would  spend  as  much  effort  as  they 
do  in  getting  western  trade,  and  if  they  were  as  painstaking  as  their 
foreign  rivals.  Cuban  trade  with  foreign  countnes  will  continue  to 
grow  larger  each  year  as  its  population  increases,  and  a  greater  per- 
centage of  it  will  go  to  the  American  manufacturers  if  they  bear  in 
mind  that  their  customers  are  foreigners  and  that  their  wants  are 
different  from  those  of  Americans,  and  then  make  an  intelligent 
eflfort  to  cater  to  their  demands. 

Increased  attention  has  in  the  last  few  years  boon  given  by  Ameri- 
can houses  to  the  proper  packing  of  goods  for  this  market.  Com- 
plaints on  this  score  are  neard  less  frequently  than  formerly,  no 
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doubt  a  result  of  the  ^eater  pains  the  American  manufacturer  takes 
in  sending  representatives  to  this  island  to  study  its  needs  and  secure 
business.  Many  houses  aware  of  the  fact  that  persons  who  can 
speak  the  Spanish  language  are  essential  to  success  in  gaining  trade 
here  are  employing  Latin  Americans  as  travelers,  with  excellent 
results,  for  even  the  most  intelUgent  American  salesmen  are  seriously 
handicapped  if  they  have  to  transact  business  through  interpreters. 
While  the  American  trade  is  somewhat  affected  by  the  refusal  to 
give  long  credits  generally  conceded  the  Cuban  merchants  by  Euro- 

Eean  houses,  ranging  from  three  to  nine  months,  the  fact  must  not 
e  overlooked  that  the  prompter  filling  of  orders  by  United  States 
manufacturers  does  not  rencler  a  strict  following  of  this  example 
necessary.  If  United  States  exporters  offer  terms  of  from  three  to 
four  months  it  will  as  a  rule  suffice  to  secure  them  preference  over 
their  European  competitors. 


HOW  HOUSEHOLD  GOODS  ARE  ENTERED  FREE  OF  DUTY. 

The  easiest  and  best  manner  of  getting  household  goods  through 
the  custom-houses  in  Cuba  free  of  duty  was  shown  in  a  publication 
called  Cuba,  Capital  and  Country,  and  is  a^  follows: 

Send  all  goods  in  one  shipment;  a  second  shipment  to  the  same  name  will  not  be 
admitted  free.    Crate  the  goods  substantially. 

Mark  and  number  every  article  plainly.  Cards  tacked  on  are  liable  to  tear  off. 
Paint  numbers  and  marks  on  the  boxes  themselves. 

See  to  it  that  consular  invoices  and  bills  of  lading  are  properly  prepared  in  triplicate. 
Be  sure  to  have  these  papers  properly  made  out,  as  mistakes  are  very  costly. 

Prepay  all  freight  cnarges  clear  through,  if  possible.  Shipments  worth  hundreds 
of  dollars  have  been  delayed  for  months  for  a  few  cents  due.  Know  beforehand  what 
steamship  company  will  carry  the  goods  from  the  United  States  to  Cuba,  and  on  arrival 
in  Habana  find  its  agent,  that  he  may  deliver  shipping  papers  to  the  owner  immedi- 
ately on  receipt  of  gSxis. 

Place  the  matter  of  the  shipment  in  the  hands  of  a  good  broker  at  once.  He  will 
know  if  there  is  anything  wron^  and  will  take  the  best  and  quickest  steps  to  remedy 
any  errors.  Do  not  make  the  mistake  of  trying  to  deal  directly  with  the  custom-house. 
Do  not  object  to  consular  and  brokera^  fees,  tonnage  and  cartage  charges,  for  they 
are  legitimate.  If  shipping  papers  are  m  order,  no  other  expenses  than  these  should 
be  incurred. 

NAVIGATION   STATISTICS. 

The  total  number  of  steamships  and  sailing  vessels  entered  at  the 
ports  of  Cienfuegos,  Caibarien,  pJuevitas,  and  Sagua  la  Grande  in 
1908  was  612,  of  1,439,914  gross  tons.  Those  which  entered  at 
Cienfuegos,  with  the  country  and  gross  tonnage  of  each,  are  shown 
in  the  following  table: 


Flag. 

Steamships. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

American 

8 

ao 

1 

57 
27 
5C 

14.369 
83,785 
2.458 
191,011 
108,345 
115.A44 

10 

7,136 

Cuban 

Danish 

Engiisti 

34 

11,248 

German , .      . 

Norwegian .           ....           

! 

SpanJsn 

37     lis; vie 

1  1        1,945 

Rwerli^h 

Total 

217 

633,473 

44 

0  19,506 

a  Includes  Guatemalan 


of  1,214  tons. 
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SANTIAGO. 
By  Consul  Ross  E.  Holaday. 

The  volume  of  business  transacted  in  this  consular  district  during 
1908  was  not  so  CTeat  as  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  industrial 
depression  in  the  United  States  which  followed  the  financial  panic  in 
October,  1907,  and  the  consequent  stringency  of  the  money  market, 
caused  a  retrenchment  on.  the  part  of  the  mercantile  interests  and  a 
postponement  of  capital  improvements  on  railroads  and  industrial 
enterprises. 

While  not  as  active  as  they  probably  would  have  been  under  more 
favorable  economic  conditions,  there  was  a  continuance  of  operations 
on  buildings  both  for  business  and  residential  uses.  Among  the 
most  important  improvements  of  this  character,  reflecting  a  generally 
satisfactory  condition  of  the  building  trades  and  indicatmg  the  con- 
fidence of  business  interests  in  general  in  the  future  industrial 
importance  of  this  territory,  was  the  construction  in  this  city  of  a 
new  custom-house  by  the  Government,  at  a  cost  of  $175,000;  the 
building  by  the  Cuba  Railroad  Company  of  a  new  terminal  freight 
depot  and  warehouse;  the  erection  of  a  new  bank  building  by  the 
National  Bank  of  Cuba,  and  the  completion  of  a  three-story  modem 
hotel  building  by  private  interests.  All  of  these  buildings  are  of 
reenforced  concrete  and  are  of  the  latest  and  most  improved  archi- 
tectural design. 

COMMEBCIAL   IBfPOBTANCE    OF    THE    DISTRICT — SUGAR    CROP. 

The  steady  advance  in  the  productive  and  industrial  energies  of 
eastern  Cuba  has  been  only  temporarily  suspended.  On  account 
of  its  diversity  of  products,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  vast  areas  of 
fertile  virgin  land  are  adapted;  the  mineral  wealth  which  exists  in 
the  mountains;  the  cedar,  mahogany,  and  other  valuable  hard  woods 
which  abound  in  the  almost  limitless  forests,  and  the  superiority  of 
the  numerous  bays  on  both  the  north  and  south  coasts  as  harbors 
for  shipping,  it  bids  fair  to  rival,  if  not  surpass,  at  no  distant  date 
the  western  end  of  the  island  in  commercial  and  industrial  importance. 

There  was  no  decrease  in  the  crop  values  of  1908  in  this  consular 
district,  although  the  country  suffered  severely  from  a  protracted 
drought  which  lasted  throughout  the  summer  and  fall  of  1907  and 
the  spring  of  1908.  This  was  due  in  the  main  to  the  agricultural 
development  that  has  been  taking  place  since  peace  was  established 
in  1898,  and  to  the  somewhat  better  prices  obtained  for  the  products 
of  the  soil. 

The  sugar  production  from  the  crop  of  1907-8  was  219,936  long 
tons,  valued  at  $11,000,000.  This  was  nearly  23  per  cent  of  the  total 
output  of  the  island.  While  this  consular  district  was  third  in  the 
amount  of  sugar  produced  in  the  island,  it  showed  by  far  the  greatest 
proportionate  gam,  due  to  the  new  estates  and  the  greater  adapt- 
ability of  the  soil  of  this  province  for  the  cultivation  of  sugar  cane. 
The  increase  in  the  average  annual  yield  in  this  district  for  the  period 
1904-5  to  1907-8  over  that  of  the  period  1900-1901  to  1903-4  is  81,261 
long  tons,  or  more  than  63  per  cent. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  total  amount  of  sugar  produced  in 
the  island  and  the  amount  and  percentage  of  the  total  produced 
in  the  Province  of  Oriente  for  the  period  1900-1901  to  1907-8: 


Year. 

Total. 

Province 

of 
Oriente. 

Per  cent 
of  total. 

Year. 

Total. 

Province 

of 
Oriente. 

Percent 
of  total. 

1900-1901 

Tons, 

612,775 

863,792 

1,003,873 

1,052,273 

61,901 
137,970 
136,749 
175,163 

10.1 
17.5 
13.6 
16.6 

1904-5 

Tofu. 
1,183,347 
1.229,736 
1,444,310 

961,958 

Ttrnt. 

181,801 

178,495 

256,598 

219,936 

15.3 

1901-2 

1905-6 

14.5 

1902-3       

1906-7 

17.7 

1903-4 

1907^ 

22.8 

Total 

Average 

Total 

3,632,713 

511,783 

4,819,351 

836,830 

Average 

883,178 

127,946 

14.5 

1,204,838 

209,207 

17.3 

PRODUCTION  OF  TOBACCO  AND  COFFEE. 

There  are  no  statistics  available  to  show  the  comparative  produc- 
tion of  other  crops  of  the  district.  Sugar  is  the  leading  export  crop 
and  the  development  of  that  industry  has. been  great.  The  improve- 
ment and  process  in  the  development  of  other  crops,  however,  has 
also  been  notable. 

Tobacco  is  cultivated  widely  in  this  district,  although  it  is  as  yet  a 
crop  of  relatively  little  importance  compared  with  the  production 
of  the  western  end  of  the  island,  notably  that  of  Pinar  del  Rio  and 
Habana  provinces.  The  yield  for  1908  was  not  so  great  as  in  former 
years,  owing  to  unfavorahle  weather  conditions,  but  the  falling  oflF 
m  yield  was  compensated  for  to  some  extent  by  the  better  prices  ob- 
tained for  the  crop.  The  estimated  production  for  1908  was  69,516 
quintals,  worth,  approximately,  $900,000. 

Coflfee  was  formerly  extensively  grown  in  this  district  and  was  at 
one  time  the  chief  product  for  export,  but  the  two  wars,  especially 
the  ten  years'  war  (1868-1878),  were  great  drawbacks  to  the  industry, 
and  witn  the  abolition  of  slavery  its  cultivation  was  almost  entirely 
abandoned.  In  1903  the  Government  placed  a  duty  of  $18  per  220.4 
pounds,  or  8i  cents  per  poimd,  on  all  coflFee  imported  into  the  island, 
which  had  the  effect  of  stimulating  the  industry  so  that  the  produc- 
tion has  quadrupled  within  the  period  of  five  years  since  that  date. 
The  duty  was  increased  to  $23.40  per  220.4  pounds  in  1904. 

With  the  protection  afforded  by  this  tariff  it  is  hoped  to  restore 
the  industry  and  at  the  same  time  afford  profitable  employnaent  for 
the  agricultural  classes  of  small  means.  It  is  believed  the  object  will 
be  attained  and  that  within  a  few  years  Cuba  will  produce  all  the  cof- 
fee needed  for  domestic  consumption. 

Under  present  conditions,  coffee  growing  is  unquestionably  a  profit- 
able industry  for  the  native  family,  though  it  is  doubtful  whetner  its 
cultivation  on  a  large  scale  would  be  profitable,  for  the  reason  that  it 
reauires  cheap  labor  to  harvest  the  crop,  and  labor  is  not  cheap  in 
Cuoa. 

Machinery  for  cleaning  and  preparing  the  coffee  for  market  has 
lately  been  installed  by  some  of  the  buyers  located  in  the  coflFee  dis- 
tricts, which  has  stimulated  the  industry  considerably,  as  the  grow- 
ers receive  the  same  price  for  their  coflfee  as  formerly,  less  the  actual 
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cost  of  cleaning,  without  having  to  resort  to  the  slow  and  tedious 
process  of  cleaning  it  by  hand. 

The  following  table  shows  the  production  in  pounds  and  value  of 
the  coffee  produced  in  this  consular  district  during  each  of  the  past 
five  years. 


Year. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Ymt. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

1904... 

3.306,200 
6,853,900 
13,160,600 

$494,936 
1,233,702 
2,368,890 

1907 

18,600,000 
20,000,000 

$3,441,000 

1905 

1908a 

3,600,000 

1906 

a  Estimated. 
CULTIVATION   AND   EXPORTATION   OF   CACAO. 

Cacao  is  auite  extensively  cultivated  in  this  district,  which  is  con- 
sidered the  Dcst  for  its  growth.  No  statistics  are  available  to  show 
the  number  of  new  plantations  broi^ht  under  cultivation  since  1902, 
when  there  were  in  the  Province  of  Oriente  1,033,  with  796,050  trees, 
which  yielded  annually  31,300  quintals.  The  steady  increase  in 
production,  however,  indicates  that  new  plantings  are  being  made  and 
are  constantly  coming  into  bearing.  Considerable  of  the  cacao  pro- 
duced is  manufactured  into  chocolate  for  domestic  use,  but  the 
greater  part  is  exported.  There  was  a  large  decrease  in  the  produc- 
tion in  1908,  due  to  the  drought. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  in  pounds  and  the  value  in 
United  States  currency  of  the  cacao  exported  from  the  port  of  San- 
tiago to  each  of  several  different  countries  in  1907  and  1908,  according 
to  custom-house  statistics: 


Country  of  destination. 


1907. 


Pounds. 


Value. 


1908. 


Pounds. 


Value. 


United  States 

Austria-Hungary.. 

France 

Gernumy 

If  oroooo 

Porto  RIoo 

Spain 


Total.. 


608.358 

52,608 

1, 102, 118 

285,635 


1115,683 

4,780 

183,792 

45,539 


7,869 
128,521 


1,410 
19,160 


2,275,109 


370,364 


582,179 


715,464 

151,536 

4,368 

3,315 


1,456,862 


r7,057 


128,725 

21,957 

960 

562 


229,261 


FRUITS    AND   VEGETABLES — MINING   OPERATIONS. 


Considerable  improvement  in  the  production  of  fruits  and  ve^tables, 
both  as  to  quantity  and  quality,  has  been  noted  during  the  year. 
The  first  shipment  of  citrus  fruits  to  the  United  States  from  this  con- 
sular district  was  made  last  year,  the  value  of  which  was  $11,822. 
The  value  of  the  pineapples  shipped  to  the  United  States  was  $17,247, 
practically  the  same  as  m  the  preceding  year.  Quite  a  number  of  the 
colonists  from  Canada  and  the  United  States  who  have  settled  in  this 
consular  district  have  planted  land  to  citrus  trees,  which  are  now  just 
beginning  to  come  into  bearing.    While  there  is  some  doubt  as  to 
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whether  this  will  prove  a  profitable  business  in  Cuba  under  present 
conditions,  there  will  be  a  large  increase  in  production  henceforth, 
and  a  market  will  be  sought  for  the  surplus  in  the  United  States. 

Among  the  most  important  of  the  industrial  enterprises  of  this  con- 
sular district  is  mining.  Iron  predominates,  though  copper  and 
manganese  are  also  mined  to  some  extent.  The  output  oi  iron  ore 
for  1908  was  the  greatest  in  the  history  of  the  industry,  though  it  was 
necessary  for  the  operating  companies  to  put  a  considerable  portion 
of  it  in  stock,  on  account  of  the  decreased  consumption  in  the  United 
States. 

Enormous  deposits  of  iron  ore  were  discovered  in  1906-7  on  the 
north  coast  of  Cuba,  in  the  vicinity  of  Mayari  and  Moa.  The  deposits 
are  unique  in  many  respects.  They  appear  on  the  surface,  covering 
several  thousands  of  acres  with  an  average  depth  of  about  20  feet. 
The  ore  resembles  red  clay,  which  it  approaches  in  consistency.  It 
carries  about  40  per  cent  or  water,  and  its  physical  condition  is  such 
that  it  must  be  agglomerated  beiore  going  into  the  blast  furnaces. 
It  contains  small  percentages  of  chromium  and  of  nickel.  A  writer 
in  the  Iron  Age  makes  the  following  statement  in  regard  to  these 
discoveries: 

These  discoveries  are  of  international  importance,  but  primarily  wiU  assure  the 
future  of  the  steel  industry  of  our  Eastern  States  and  of  our  Atlantic  seaboard,  which 
since  the  opening  of  the  Mesaba  mines,  has  been  gradually  driven  on  the  one  hand 
in  the  direction  of  producing  specialties,  and  on  the  other  hand  of  relying  upon  old 
material  to  feed  its  steel  funiaces.  The  known  new  deposits  on  the  noith  coast  of 
Cuba  are  so  extensive  that  it  is  likely  that  the  steel-pnxiucing  interests  controlling 
them  will  ultimately  supply  the  open  market  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  with 
increasing  quantities. 

The  Pennsylvania  Steel  Company  and  its  affiUated  interests  have 
spent  large  sums  of  money  in  the  exploration  and  development  of 
these  mines  at  Mayari.  A  plant  for  handling  over  1,000,000  tons  per 
annum  has  just  about  been  completed.  The  plant  consists  of  about 
20  miles  of  standard-gauge  railroad,  an  electrical  plant  for  drying  and 
agglomerating  the  ore,  harbor  works,  loading  appUances,  machine 
shops,  and  houses  for  the  employees.  The  company  expects  to 
begin  to  make  shipments  about  July  1,  1909. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  tons  of  iron,  copper,  and 
manganese  ores  shipped  to  the  United  States  and  the  values  thereof 
for  the  past  five  years: 


Years. 

Iron. 

Manganese. 

Copper. 

Tons.           Value. 

Tons. 

Value. 

Tons. 

Value. 

1904 

376,470 
554,200 
636,960 
664,375 
570,310 

S849.408 
1,474,632 
2,210,331 
2,669,924 
1,726,608 

20,214 
6,771 
8,300 

27,106 
1,470 

S82.170 
33,856 
83,000 

236,747 
13,489 

10,599 
19,633 
24,558 
34,260 
45,381 

$235,764 

1905 

509,138 

1906 C 

330  236 

1907 

624,100 

1908 

460,450 

Total 

2,802,315 

8,830,993 

63,861 

449,262 

134,331 

2,258,688 

CLASSIFICATION   OF   EXPORTS. 


The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  the  Santiago  consular 
district  to  the  United  States  during  the  calendar  year  1908  was 
$14,449,063,  a  decrease  of  $1,285,023  compared  with  the  preceding 
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year.  The  decrease  occurs  largely  in  the  exports  of  iron  ore,  hard 
woods,  and  cacao,  attributable  to  the  following  causes:  Iron  ore, 
to  the  reduced  consumption  in  the  United  States;  hardwoods,  to  the 
low  prices  obtaining  in  the  market,  and  cacao,  to  the  decrease  in 
production  because  of  the  drought. 

•  The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United 
States  in  1907  and  1908: 


Articles. 


Bananas 

Beeswax 

Cacao 

Cocoanuts... 
Cocoanutoil. 
Citrus  fruits. 

Hides 

Honey 

Metal,  old... 

Molasses 

Ore: 

Iron 

Maneanes 
Palm  leif 


1907. 


I 


$571,775 

15,196 

205,948 

214,812 


82,732 
15,714 
5,650 


024,100 


2,569,924 
236,747 


1908. 


$561, 
7, 
77, 
183, 
3, 
11, 
93, 
6, 
3, 


460, 

8, 

1,726, 

13, 

2. 


152 
807 
057 
140 
927 
822 
446 
215 
275 
550 

450 
572 
608 
489 
739 


Articles. 


1907. 


$17,028 


Pintepples 

Rum 1 

Suear I  10,142,586 

Tobacco  leaf 

Wood:  I 

Logs,  cedar 754,636 

SUip8,cedar '       161,954 

Limum-vit8B 

Mahogany 94, 970 


Other. 
All  other  articles . 


Total 

Returned  American  goods . 


Grand  total 15,754,273 


11,118 
19,194 


16,734,086 
20.187 


1908. 


$17,247 

3.004 

10,806.560 


282,973 
67,491 
7.233 
70,051 
2,319 
4,115 


14,449,063 
28,903 


14.478.056 


A   DECLINE    IN    IMPORTS. 


The  statistics  of  imports  for  the  consular  district  other  than  those 
for  Santiago  not  being  available,  no  comparison  can  be  made  with 
the  exports  of  the  district  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  balance 
of  trade. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  Santiago  during  1908  was  $6,522,823, 
which  is  $2,142,705  less  than  in  1907.  The  decrease  in  imports  was 
due  to  retrenchment  by  the  commercial  interests  on  account  of  the 
general  business  depression  following  the  financial  crisis  in  the  fall  of 
1907;  the  reserve  incident  to  local  causes,  by  commercial  and  capital 
interests-  home  production  of  commodities  heretofore  imported; 
and  finally  to  the  postponement  of 'enterprises  already  projected,  or 
under  consideration. 

Compared  with  1907,  the  percentage  of  loss  in  imports  for  each  of 
the  leading  countries  is  as  follows:  France,  40.02;  United  States, 
27.15;  Spain^  24.65;  United  Kingdom,  13.80;  and  Germany,  11.03. 

The  only  increase  in  the  value  of  imports  into  Santiago  was  in 
those  from  Nova  Scotia,  which  in  1907  furnished  merchandise  to  the 
value  of  $423,894  and  in  1908  $426,487.  The  increase  in  such 
imports,  consisting  of  codfish,  hams  and  bacon,  hay  and  grain, 
apples  and  potatoes,  represents  a  loss  in  imports  to  the  United  States. 

England  still  retains  the  lead  in  imports  of  cotton  and  woolen  tex- 
tiles, while  a  comparatively  small  portion  is  imported  from  Spain, 
Germany,  and  the  united  States. 

The  imports  from  France  consists  of  silk  textiles,  hosiery,  under- 
wear, fancy  canned  fish  and  meats,  drugs  and  pharmaceutical  prod- 
ucts; those  from  Germany  of  cotton  and  woolen  textiles,  manufac- 
tures of  iron  and  steel,  cutlery,  jewelry,  and  novelties;  those  from 
Spain  of  cotton  textiles,  laces,  shoes,  canned  and  dried  meats,  pre- 
served fruits,  and  wines. 
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EUROPEAN    HOUSES   FAVORED   IN   PURCHASES. 

The  large  importing  textile  and  provision  houses  are  in  the  hands 
of  Spaniards  and  have  been,  as  a  rule,  established  for  many  years. 
They  have  been  accustomed  for  many  years  to  trade  with  European 
houses,  have  an  established  credit,  and  are  able  to  buy  goods  packed 
and  stamped  in  accordance  with  their  wishes  and  upon  the  most 
favorable  terms.  American  merchants  who  desire  to  compete  for 
this  trade  should  bear  these  facts  in  mind,  and  should  be  prepared 
to  meet  the  terms  and  conditions  of  European  houses  in  these  respects, 
resting  confident  meanwhile  that  their  customer  is  a  responsible 
person  who  will  meet  his  obligations  as  they  become  due. 

Respecting  the  monetary  standard,  the  official  money  of  the 
Republic  is  United  States  currency,  and  it  is  used  exclusively  in 
this  consular  district  and  is  the  basis  of  all  commercial  transactions. 
Spanish  gold  and  silver  are  used  in  other  parts  of  the  island. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  imports,  by  countries, 
into  Santiago  during  each  of  the  past  two  years: 


Co.intry. 


United  Stales 

Argentina 

Austria-Hungary. 

Belgium 

Colombia 

Denmark 

France 

Germany 

India 

Italy 

Jamaica 

Mexico 


1907. 


$4,257,157 


35,374 

21,148 

1,319 

40,687 

427,397 

301,663 

324,368 

34,666 

10,007 

31,226 


1908. 


93,100,937 

16,724 

30,225 

24,610 

514 

35,414 

256,328 

268,378 

301,481 

23,404 

5,459 

24.080 


Country. 


Netherlands 

Nova  Scotia 

Porto  Rioo 

Spain 

Switzerland 

United  Kingdom . . 

Uruguay 

Venezuela 

All  other  countries 

Total 


1907. 

1908. 

S59,080 

423,894 

103,199 

1,087,004 

60,801 

1, 103, 142 

52,865 

221,442 

69,089 

$44,848 
426,487 

65,006 
818,952 

80,792 
950,904 

33,900 
14.381 

8,666,528 

6,522,823 

LOSS    IN    SHIPMENTS   FROM   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

Of  the  total  imports  into  Santiago  the  United  States  furnished 
articles  valued  at  $3,100,937,  or  47.53  per  cent,  against  $4,257,157, 
or  49.12  per  cent,  in  1907,  a  decrease  of  $1,156,220,  or  27.15  per  cent. 
This  loss  does  not  represent  any  considerable  trade  which  has  been 
secured  by  any  other  country,  but  with  the  opening  up  of  large 
areas  to  the  cultivation  of  citrus  fruits,  vegetables,  and  other  products 
of  agriculture  a  large  amount  of  provisions,  fruits,  and  vegetables, 
formerly  imported  from  the  United  States,  is  being  produced  at  home. 
Also  with  the  installation  of  sawmills  for  working  up  the  native 
timber  there  has  been  a  noticeable  decrease  in  the  imports  of  lumber 

There  was  also  a  falling  off  in  the  imports  of  hog  products,  due  to 
the  fact  that  more  attention  is  being  given  to  hog  raising,  which  is  a 
profitable  industry  in  Cuba,  as  the  animal  thrives  well  here. 

With  the  opening  up  of  the  country  better  methods  of  culture  are 
being  adopted  and  potatoes,  onions,  peas,  beans,  and  cabbages,  of 
whicn  large  quantities  are  annually  imported,  are  being  produced 
successfulhr  for  home  consumption. 

The  table  following  shows  tne  imports  from  the  United  States  into 
Santiago  during  1907  and  1908, 
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Articles. 


Acids 

Agricultural  Implements 

Animals,  live 

Beer 

BreadstnfTs: 

Com 

Flour 

Meal 

Oats 

Bricks 

Candles 

Carriages 

Cars,  railroad 

Cement 

Chemicals,  etc 

Coal  (nearly  all  bituminous). 

Colors 

Copper,  and  manufoctures . . 

Cordage  and  tackle 

Cotton,raw 

Fabrics. 

Fibers,  and  manufactures. . . 

Fish 

Glass  and  glassware 

Hay 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
factures of: 

Cutlery 

Iron  and  steel,  in  pieces . . 

Machines— 

Sewing 

Typewriting 

Airother 

Nails 

Pipes 

Tools 

Wire,  barbed,  etc 

Jewelry,  etc 


1907. 

1908. 

19,092 

$6,288 

4,429 

3,661 

3,695 

1,073 

97,482 

76,038 

20,017 

750 

462,152 

606,722 

3,601 

3,851 

22,142 

876 

11,921 

6,872 

61,850 

21,751 

7,417 

3,462 

101,701 

39,409 

104,024 

64,884 

39,194 

24,840 

218,041 

279,225 

18,250 

17,267 

1,165 

130 

3,846 

2,095 

2,723 

3,360 

95,603 

119,611 

14,705 

2,184 

8,464 

3,387 

48,902 

36,316 

3,046 

2,911 

1,367 

1,121 

146,861 

68,651 

15,152 

14,662 

2,604 

1,696 

486,091 

206,672 

14.647 

10,433 

21,806 

10,077 

16,165 

10,941 

95,006 

44,732 

j         5,679 

8,619 

Articles. 


Leather,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Harness  and  saddles 

Leather 

Shoes 

AU  other 

Oils: 

Cotton-seed 

Petroleum 

Another 

Oilcloth 

Paper,  etc 

Periumery  and  essences 

Pickles  and  sauces 

Provisions: 

Butter 

Cheese 

Eggs 

Hams  and  shoulders 

Lwrd 

Milk,  condensed 

Oleomargarin 

Pork,  salted 

Rubber  goods 

Salt 

Soap 

Tar  and  turpentine 

Tin  and  manufactures 

Tobacco 

Vegetables  and  fruits 

Waters,  mineral 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Furniture 

Lumber 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1907. 


$2,758 

4,785 

302,866 

10,471 

36,480 
7,910 

17,104 
5,752 

30,958 
2,868 

41,875 

3,645 

1,056 

20,560 

105,401 

348,662 

12.358 

5,264 

161,000 

2,976 

14,767 

10,471 

4,291 

3,719 

2,422 

207,602 

11,486 

52,765 
225,964 
430,004 


4,257,157 


1908. 


|2,519 

6.173 

238,742 

7,262 

8,079 

5,478 
24,598 

4,651 
32,493 

2,415 
32,211 

3,448 

374 

12.313 

71,024 

308,781 

9,368 

2,611 

114,410 

3,062 

14,538 

9,241 

2,916 

4,411 

910 

76,801 

6,697 

41.847 
129,927 
323,481 


3,100,937 


BRITISH  WEST  INDIES. 
BAHAMAS. 

By  Consul  Julian  Potter,  Nassau. 

The  general  trade  of  the  Bahamas  showed  an  increase  during  1908 
over  1907.  The  combined  value  of  the  imports  and  exports  for  1908 
was  $2,998,780  against  $2,688,000  in  the  previous  year.  The 
imports  from  the  United  States  during  1908  amounted  to  $1,266,835 
and  the  exports  thereto  $628,800,  an  increase  of  $45,918  in  imports 
but  a  decrease  of  $41,205  in  exports  compared  with  1907.  The  prin- 
cipal articles  imported  from  the  United  States  during  1908  were  as 
follows:  Furniture,  earthenware,  etc.,  $149,150;  machinery,  $54,565; 
flour,  $219,530;  meats,  $88,515;  butter,  $33,690;  meal  and  hominy, 
$72,145;  lard,  $35,150;  hardware,  glassware,  etc.,  $35,340;  lumber  and 
shingles,  $29,985;  fertilizers,  $8,155;  oils,  $24,550;  tobacco,  $8,175; 
cotton  and  woolen  goods,  $105,605;  and  rope  and  canvas,  $32,300. 
Among  the  exports  to  the  United  States  during  the  year  were  hemp 
worth  $231,805;  shells,  $21,665;  sponges,  $252,075;  fresh  and  pre- 
served pineapples,  $83,870;  bark,  $9,955;  ana  cocoanuts,  $4,775. 
There  were  68,344  cases  of  preserved  pineapples,  valued  at  $62,660, 
shipped  to  thfe  United  States  in  1908,  against  117,196  cases  valued 
at  $95,000  in  1907.  The  value  of  sponges  shipped  to  the  United 
States  showed  an  increase  of  $27,075  over  1907. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


260 


OOMMEBCIAL  BELATIONS. 


During  1908,  249  steamers  and  119  sailing  vessels  entered  poits  of 
the  Bahamas^  representing  a  total  of  505^016  tons,  an  increase  of  9 
steamers,  but  a  decrease  of  6  sailing  vessels  compared  with  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  increase  in  tonnage  was  22,630  tons.  The  mail, 
passenger,  and  freight  service  between  Bahama  and  the  United  States 
IS  first  class  in  every  respect.  This  colony  pavs  an  annual  subsidv  of 
$25,000  to  two  American  lines  of  steamers,  for  which  a  fortnigntly 
service  is  maintained  between  New  York  and  Nassau,  and  a  semi- 
weekly  service  from  Florida  during  January  and  part  of  April  with 
tri-weekly  trips  during  February  and  March. 

Nassau  is  becoming  quite  prominent  as  a  winter  resort  for  Ameri- 
cans. During  the  1908  season  about  2,500  persons  from  the  United 
States  stopped  here,  and  as  many  more  visited  the  islands  for  only 
a  few  hours  each.  All  the  cottages  were  occupied,  and  in  many 
instances  rented  for  next  year. 

BARBADOS. 

By  Consul  Chester  W.  Martin,  Bridgetown. 

The  total  trade  in  1908  amounted  to  $10,580,001  against 
$10,739,311  in  1907.  The  colony^s  imports  from  all  countries  in 
1908  were  $5,965,696,  agamst  $6,187,890  lor  1907.  The  total  exports 
amounted  to  $4,614,305,  of  which  $1,655,453  consisted  of  foreign 
manufactures  and  products  and  $2,958,852  were  the  products  and 
manufactures  of  the  island.  The  exports  for  1907  were  valued  at 
$4,551,421,  of  which  $2,986,766  were  domestic  products  and 
$1^64,655  foreign  products. 

The  following  taole  gives  the  total  value  of  all  imports  into  and 
exports  of  domestic  products  from  Barbados,  by  countries,  during 
1907  and  1908,  respectively: 


Country. 


Imports. 


1907. 


1908. 


Exports. 


1907. 


1908. 


United  States. 
BrsEil. 


British  Oulana 

British  West  Indies. 

Canada 

ChUe. 


Netherlands 

Newfoundland 

United  Kingdom., 
other  countries... 


Total.. 


S2, 


242,118 
78,034 
223,868 
283,410 
496,106 


92, 


46,085 

t,  716, 227 

101,139 


008,402 
10,263 
216, 106 
250,878 
738,107 
34,065 
87,237 
91,485 
420,003 
114,150 


1243,847 


31,002 

106,272 

1,550,813 


8,376 
248,602 
759,101 
36,663 


6,187,890 


5,965,606 


2,986,766 


1885,280 

1,762 

43,462 

125,247 

1,157,819 


13,516 
257,096 
429,891 

34,777 


2,958,852 


IMPORTS  FROM  CANADA  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  loss  by  the  United  States  in  imports  and  the  corresponding 
increase  from  Canada  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  high  prices  or 
grain  and  its  products  in  the  United  States  during  1908. 

The  table  rollowing  gives  the  value  of  importe  from  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  respectively,  by  articles,  during  1908. 
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Articles. 

United 
States. 

Canada. 

Anlmiibi,  livft. . 

117,223 
19,366 
31,253 

23,479 
155,285 
318,245 
20,240 
26,608 
17,981 
27,994 

29,107 

26,906 

118,631 

1,919 

34,342 
11,957 

$2,676 

Boots  and  shoes 

910 

Bran  and  pollard. . . .' 

613 

Breadstu^: 

Bread  and  crackers 

Cora  and  commeal 

Flour 

501 
113,944 

Oats 

12,433 

Another 

29,302 

Carriages  and  carts 

1,698 

Chemicals  smd  drugs 

Cotton,    linen,    silk,    and 
manutnctures  o^ 

949 
521 

Fertilizers 

128.420 

Fish,  salted 

82,380 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of: 
Hardware 

11,784 
764 

N&ils,  spikes,  etc 

6,210 

Articles. 


I 


United 
States. 


Oil  meal  and  cake 

Oils: 

Cotton-seed 

Petroleum,  etc 

Paper,  printing,  etc 

Provisions: 

Bacon  and  ham 

Beef  and  pork 

Butter 

Cheese 

Oleomargarin 

Sugar,  refined 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Furaiture 

Lumber 

Shingles 

Staves , 

All  other  articles 


Canada. 


$57,678 

31,103 
48,500 
14,531 

17,826 
251,129 
22,050 
1,216 
16,385 
16,453 

12,287 

52,278 

9,064 

130,772 

441,685 


Total :    2,003,402 


$1,829 


4,837 
7,106 
7,160 


5,181 
213,878 
63,007 

3,606 
38,316 


738,107 


The  following  table  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  principal 
manufactured  articles  imported  into  Barbados  from  the  United 
States  and  the  United  Kingdom,  respectively,  in  1908: 


Articles. 


United  I 
States. 


Books,  maps,  and  charts 

Carriages  ana  carts 

Cement 

Chemicals  and  drugs 

China,  porcelain 

Cotton,  linen,  silk,  and  woolen 

manufactures 

Fertilisers 

Glass  manufactures 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures 
of: 

Hardware 

Machinery 

Nails,  etc 

All  other 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

All  other 


$2,599 
17,981 


United 
King- 
dom.      I 


Articles. 


$31,  (H2 
15.277 
14,629 
31,299 
17,352 

833,821 
164,246 
16,987 


112,892 

46,894 

4,513 

12,489 

51,352 
22,403 


Milk,  condensed 

Paper,  writing,  printing,  etc. . 

Paints  and  varnishes 

Perfumery 

Plated  ware  and  jewelry 

Soap 

Spirits,  wines,  and  malt  liq- 
uors  

Sugar,  refined 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures  of. 
Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Furniture 

Staves  and  shooks 

All  other  articles , 


Total. 


United 
States. 


$258 
14,531 
2,136 
4,659 
1,315 
7,771 

7,641 
16,453 
10,358 

12,287 
130,772 
22,173 


415,323 


United 
Khig- 
dom. 


$18,889 
17,011 
20,443 
10,411 
25,633 
74,448 

115,588 

36 

26,860 

13,466 


126,970 


1,814,851 


The  imports  of  cotton,  linen,  silk,  and  woolen  manufactures  during 
the  year  were  $350,321  less  than  in  the  preceding  year,  owing  largely 
to  the  depression  caused  by  the  small  sugar  crop.  The  United  Kmg- 
dom  still  leads  in  the  sale  of  manufactured  articles  in  spite  of  the 
advantage  of  the  United  States  in  time,  distance,  and  freight  rates. 
This  is  imdoubtedly  due  in  part  to  English  connections  of  long 
standing,  but  largely  to  their  Tbetter  knowledge  of  the  wants  of  the 
colony,  and  the  fact  that  they  call  upon  the  trade  and  meet  conditions. 

EXPORTS — COTTON    INDUSTRY. 


The  products  and  manufactures  of  the  colony  make  up  about  64 
per  cent  of  the  value  of  the  exports.  The  other  36  per  cent  comes 
rrom  the  United  Kingdom,  Bntish  colonies,  and  foreign  countries, 
and  is  reexported.  The  principal  articles  produced  for  export  in  the 
colony  are   cotton,   molasses,  and  sugar.    The  domestic  products 
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exported  during  1908  were  cotton  lint,  $299,673;  cotton  seed,  $6,012; 
molasses,  $1,059,494;  sugar,  $1,403,673;  all  other  articles,  $190,000. 

The  price  of  cotton  fell  oflf  in  1908,  while  that  of  molasses  and 
sugar  materially  increased.  These  values  are  only  approximate.  In 
making  up  the  customs  reports  an  average  price  for  the  article  for 
the  year  is  used  as  a  basis.  For  example,  in  1907  sugar  was  valued 
at  $32.83  per  hogshead,  while  the  average  declared  value  at  the 
consulate  was  $36.63;  in  1908  the  customs  value  was  $38.93  and 
declared  value  $46.22.  This  difference  in  value  is  partly  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  in  the  declared  value  the  cost  of  packing,  light- 
erage, insurance,  and  commission  is  included. 

According  to  the  best  information  obtainable  the  outlook  for  the 
cotton  industry  on  the  Leeward  and  Windward  islands  is  not  so 
bright  as  three  or  four  years  ago.  The  fact  is  staring  the  West  Indies 
in  the  face  that  in  the  competition  for  the  supply  of  the  home  market 
with  sea-island  cotton  they  are  running  a  bad  second,  and  the  ques- 
tion that  is  being  seriously  asked  is  whether  they  will  not  be  com- 
pelled to  drop  out  in  the  near  future. 

TRADE  OPPORTUNITIES. 

Conditions  are  most  favorable  for  increased  trade  with  the  United 
States,  but  it  can  be  secured  only  by  frequent  calls  of  representatives 
who  thoroughly  understand  the  lines  of  goods  they  handle.  The 
practice  of  sending  out  such  men  once  in  two  or  three  years  and  then 
dej>ending  upon  local  representatives,  who  have  no  knowledge  of 
their  lines  except  prices  and  terms,  will  not  succeed.  This  is  espe- 
cially true  in  the  line  of  cotton  manufactures.  This  should  be  a  good 
field  for  the  sale  of  cotton  goods  if  the  wants  of  the  trade  are  met. 
Our  sales,  instead  of  increasing  as  they  should,  are  declining.  In 
1906  the  United  States  furnished  $45,837;  in  1907,  $38,006,  and  in 
1908,  $29,107.  This,  with  time  and  freight  rates  to  the  advantage 
of  the  United  States  exporter  and  with  the  customs  duties  equal, 
shows  a  great  lack  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
exporter. 

Barbados  has  furnished  during  the  past  five  years  more  than  22,000 
laborers  for  the  work  on  the  Canal  Zone.  As  these  men  were  among 
the  ablest  agricultural  workers  of  the  island  they  will  be  greatlv 
missed  in  the  cane  fields.  Many  of  them  are  sending  home  enougn 
of  their  earnings  to  support  their  families,  which  deprives  the  planter 
of  the  customary  labor  of  the  women  and  older  children.  The  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  island  do  not  suffer  to  the  same  extent  that 
the  agricultural  interests  do,  the  purchasing  power  of  the  people 
being  maintained  by  money  sent  home  from  the  Canal  Zone  and  the 
United  States.  During  1908,  $493,436  came  in  through  the  post- 
office  and  by  returning  laborers.  There  has  been  no  new  means 
of  transportation  opened  during  the  past  year  and  no  new  indus- 
tries have  been  estaolished. 

Thirty-nine  more  vessels  called  at  this  port  in  1908  than  in  1907, 
the  number  beiing  1,643,  of  a  net  tonnage  of  1,703,316  tons.  Two  of 
these  were  yachts,  748  steamers,  and  893  sailing  vessels.  No  man- 
of-war  of  any  country  called  during  the  year.  Two  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  steamers  took  54,153  tons  of  coal  for  bunkers,  a  falling 
off  from  the  previous  year  of  67  steamers  and  16,378  tons  or  coal. 
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ROSEAU  AGENCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  H.  A.  Frampton. 

The  value  of  the  total  foreign  trade  of  Dommica,  including  reex- 
ports, in  1908  was  $1,191,813.  This  includes  whalers'  stores  in 
transit  to  the  amount  of  $11,076,  and  whale  oil  amounting  to  $77,600. 
These  are  credited  in  the  imports  from  British  colonies,  while  as  a 
matter  of  fact  the  supplies  are  from  the  United  States  and  the  whale 
oil  from  the  high  seas.  Another  item  credited  as  an  import  from 
the  British  colonies  is  pitch-pine  lumber  to  the  value  of  $8,204. 
This  originally  must  have  come  from  the  United  States.  If  these 
items  were  eliminated  from  the  imports  from  the  British  colonies 
it  would  reduce  them  to  $79,857.  By  adding  the  whalers'  stores 
and  lumber  imports  to  the  United  States  list  it  would  be  increased 
to  $195,571.  Cotton  and  woolen  goods  and  their  manufactures 
constitute  about  51  per  cent  of  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom 
and  hardware  nearly  10  per  cent.  A  fair  proportion  of  this  trade 
could  be  secured  by  American  exporters  if  tney  would  adopt  proper 
sales  methods.  In  boots  and  shoes  61  per  cent  are  from  the  United 
States,  owing  to  the  manufacturers  sending  a  personal  representative 
to  push  the  trade. 

PRINCIPAL   IMPORTS. 

The  principal  articles  and  amount  of  each  imported  into  Dominica 
during  1908  from  the  United  States,  British  colonies,  and  the  United 
Kingdom,  respectively,  and  the  amount  from  other  countries,  were 
as  follows: 


ArUcles. 

United 
States. 

British 
colonies. 

United        Other 
Kingdom,  couu  tries. 

Boots  ttod  shoes 

111,348 

1,720 

1,230 

53,329 

671 

3,834 

860 

685 

1,250 

i;691 

6,264 

2,591 

1,570 

8,582 
1,015 
1,249 
1,250 

4,607 
4.889 
2,868 
3,485 

4,126 
1,346 
855 
7,173 
6,104 
4,097 
2,449 
9,774 
4,073 

1,065 
9,579 
10,664 

9963 

326 
117 
880 

1,030 
462 
194 
583 
355 

4,189 
17,579 

1,171 

2,542 

4,190 
180 
83 
360 

360 
29 

$6,231 

114 

Breadstufla: 

Bread  and  biscuits 

Com  meal    

Floor 

466 

Oats 

29 

87,850 

1,973 

6,924 

3,844 

2,158 

29 

8,209 

50,121 

26,599 

9,414 

2,780 

29 

Cotton  and  woolens 

24 

Dnigs  , .  - 

20 

Earthen  and  gla»»  ware ...                            

2,513 

FaiM^y  goods 

131 

Fertlmers 

350 

Fish,  dried                  

224 

Groceries 

602 

Haberdashery 

904 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Hardware 

1,497 

Machinery 

Jewelry 

481 

OU  meal 

Oils: 

Cotton-seed                                       .... 

Kerosene 



Olive 

209 
1,662 



199 

Paper  and  stationery 

651 

301 
268 
87 
214 
806 
214 
4,086 
2,416 

78 

Provisions: 

Beef,  8alt4»d .  ■ , 

Cheese 

141 

904 

6 

34 

Hams  and  bacon 

5 

Lard 

Oleomarfcarin *. 

SSiT^^"::::::::::::::::::. :.:...:::::.:.:::. :::.:.: 

spirits,  wines,  and  malt  liquors 

13,598 
92 

4,448 

Sucar 

2,216 

ToDacco,  raw 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Furniture    

695 
11,178 
120,769 

4,092 

665 

Lumber 

10 

Ml  other  artlclefl..                  

49,568 

4.625 

Total 

176,291 

176,737 

275,461 

19,506 
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The  direct  imports  from  the  United  States  for  the  past  three  years 
show  a  slight  decline,  which  is  due  to  the  fact  that  many  merchants 
order  American  goods,  such  as  beef,  pork,  sugar,  flour,  oil  meal,  and 
lumber,  from  Barbados  or  Trinidad,  the  former  being  the  center  for 
immediate  supplies  of  provisions  ana  the  latter  for  lumber,  which  can 
be  imported  rrom  there  in  small  quantities  cheaper  than  from  the 
Unitea  States  directly.  As  all  these 'articles  are  the  products  of  the 
United  States,  if  they  are  added  to  the  direct  imports  the  sum  total 
will  show  a  great  increase  in  trade. 

A  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  oleomargarine  has  been  started 
here,  which  supplies  a  great  portion  of  the  local  demand,  and  a  con- 
siderable quantity  is  exported  to  other  islands. 


EXPORTS. 


The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  exports  of  domestic 
products  from  Dominica  during  1908,  by  articles  and  by  countries: 


Articles. 

United 
States. 

British 
colonies. 

United 
Kingdom. 

Other 
countries. 

Bay  leaves 

$3,280 

39,487 

4,668 

37,929 

8,093 
1,623 

2,019 
1.306 
1,274 

144 

nftrntA  of  HmA  . 

1190 

110,587 

4,702 

103,118 
24,273 

3,661 
15,648 
23,032 

Cocoa 

116,808 
1,846 

12 
9,102 

15,495 

Tjlmes.  ft'esb..                 

Lime  Juice: 

Concentrated 

Raw 

28 

Lime  oil: 

Essential 

Distilled...                            .  .  . 

8 
13,694 

All  other  articles 

5,785 

Total 

99,679 

41,470 

285,211 

21,352 

The  exports  of  the  island  are  increasing  vearly,  the  chief  products 
being  green  limes,  crude  and  concentrated,  lime  juice,  distilled  and 
hand-pressed  lime  oil,  citrate  of  lime,  starch,  and  oav  leaves.  About 
half  of  the  concentrated  lime  juice  made  is  sent  to  the  United  States, 
but  the  returns  for  1908  do  not  show  this  fact,  since  some  large  pro- 
ducers held  their  stock  for  higher  prices  which  they  anticipated  as  a 
result  of  the  Messina  earthquake.  Most  of  the  other  half  would  find 
its  way  into  the  American  market  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  English 
merchants  hold  mortgages  on  many  of  the  estates,  and  the  produce 
has  to  be  shipped  to  England. 

Practically  the  only  market  for  green  limes  is  America.  Unfor- 
tunately nothing  can  be  done  to  control  the  quantity  exported, 
hence  at  times  the  market  is  flooded  and  shippers  lose  heavily. 
Shippers  are  also  of  opinion  that  better  facilities  could  be  established 
for  the  shipment  of  the  fruit.  The  Quebec  line,  not  being  subsidized, 
can  not  always  keep  up  to  its  advertised  time. 

A  citrate  of  lime  factory  is  extending  its  operation  yearly,  practically 
the  entire  output  being  sent  to  the  United  States.  A  cassava  starch 
factory  is  also  making  headway  and  turns  out  a  superior  quality  of 

f foods,  but  up  to  the  present  the  product  finds  its  way  only  to  Eng- 
and  and  the  colonies. 

The  total  reexports  of  products  of  other  coimtries  were  valued  at 
$96,106,  and  were  distributed  as  follows:  United  States,  $81,574,  the 
principal  article  being  whale  oil,  valued  at  $77,600;  British  colonies, 
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$13,465,  $11,076  of  which  was  whaler's  stores  m  transit;  United 
Kingdom,  $1,024;  and  other  countries,  $43. 

BERMUDA. 

By  Consul  W.  Maxwell  Gbebne,  Haiolton. 

The  total  trade  of  the  colony  of  Bermuda  in  1908  amounted  to 
$2,426,699,  of  which  $1,910,208  was  imports  and  $516,491  exports. 
The  imports  from  the  United  States  were  valued  at  $1,005,356; 
United  Kingdom,  $504,077 ;  Canada,  $365,255;  West  Indies,  $28,751 ; 
and  other  coimtries,  $6,769;  decreases  trom  1907  of  $44,886  and 
$89,282  for  the  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom,  respectively, 
and  an  increase  of  $12,884  for  Canada. 

The  articles  and  amounts  imported  from  the  United  States, 
Canada,  and  the  United  Kingdom,  respectively,  are  shown  in  the 
following  table: 


Articles. 


United 
States. 


AnlznAls,  live 

Bicycles,  and  parts  of. . 

Boots  and  shoes. 

BreadstufTs:    Flour, 

com,  bran,  etc 

Building  material 

Canned  goods 

Coal 

Coffee,  tea,  and  cocoa... 

Cloth% 

Confecuonery 

Cotton  goods 

Cigars,  tobacco,  etc 

Drugs,  paints,  and  oils. 

ElectriOEtl  supplies 

Eggs.  4. 

PertUizers 

Fish: 

Dried 

Fresh , 

Groceries 

Hay 

Iron  and  steel,  manu- 
fiictures  of: 

Hardware. 


$92,537 

4,375 

56,393 

65,727 


111,019 

243 

1,304 

151,869 


1,981 
39,638 
13,237 
20,060 

6,653 
78,746 
17,462 
14.789 

8,693 

6,908 
22,877 


Jewelry 
ware.. 


lery,  etc 

ind    plated 


19,680 


21.661 
2,064 

7,256 


Can- 


6,402 


234 
273 
857 


3,801 


18,858 
9,607 
6,277 


4,161 


6,343 


United 
King- 
dom. 


11,187 


4,721 

21,208 

6,604 

4,006 

45,434 

4,386 

64,369 

8,638 

6,025 


1,163 
19,406 


7,640 
6,684 

12,804 


Articles. 


Linen  goods 

Musical  Instruments. . . . 
Oils:  Kerosene,  naph> 

tha,  etc 

Paper,  books,  and  sta- 
tionery  

Provisions: 

Dairy  products- 
Butter 

Cheese 

Meat  products- 
Beef 

Meat  and  poul- 
try  

Other 

Rice 

Silk  goods 

Soap  and  starch 

Spirits,  wines,  and  malt 

liquors 

Sugar 

Woolen  goods 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Lumber 

Furniture 

All  other  articles 


Total.. 


United 
SUtes. 


$34,664 
6,847 


30,002 
6,957 

70,467 

11,324 
11,315 


$48,110 
14,157 


10,852 

4,004 
26,639 
2,492 

23,972 

11,631 

266,674 


1.006,366 


Can- 


United 


a-  I  ^: 


$11,154 
2,166 


224 

326  I 


3,400 

1,767 

77,425 


366,255 


4,686 


141 


1,217 
8.122 
21,417 

8,G82 

85.706 

12.974 

535 

3,100 

4,876 

119,448 


604,077 


EXPORTS   TO   THE    UNrrED   STATES. 


The  exports  from  Bermuda  to  the  United  States,  Canada,  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  the  West  Indies  during  1908  were  valued  at 
$455,994,  $7,115,  $20,819,  and  $10,688,  respectively.  The  items 
were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

UNITKD  STATES. 

Arrowroot ... 

$1,846 
17,963 
9,896 
1,241 
2,661 
2,976 
10,180 

UNITED  STATES— continued. 

Vegetables: 
Onions 

Bulbs 

$231  659 

Films,  photographic 

Potatoes 

120,643 

Flowers,  cut 

Other 

31,810 

Hides 

All  other  articles 

629 

Houmhold  elf^ts 

Total 

Spirits  and  winee 

431,286 
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Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

tmiTED  STATES— <x)ntlnued. 
Returned  American  goods 

124,709 

UNITED  KINGDOM— continued. 
fTidflfl  ^^fid  8kin9 

13,582 
1,476 
2,277 

Tallow..  .                                     

Grand  total 

455,994 

All  other 

Total 

CANADA. 

3,368 
3,747 

20,819 

WEST  INDIES. 

Onions. . 

O  nions 

All  other 

4,979 

Total 

7,115 

9,426 
4,050 

Potatoes 

2,278 

Another 

3,431 

UNITED  KINGDOM. 

Total 

10,688 

Bulbs '. !'.'.'.....!-]! 

The  shrinkage  in  value  of  onion  exports,  caused  by  the  competition 
of  heavy  shipments  of  onions  from  Texas — a  competition  so  severe  as 
to  threaten  the  existence  of  this  industry  in  the  islands — accounts  for 
nearly  all  of  the  $67,902  decrease  in  exports  for  1908  as  compared  with 
1907.  Planters  have  been  experimenting  for  some  time  with  the  end 
in  view  of  ripening  a  crop  of  finest  quality  white  onions  to  be  delivered 
in  New  York  before  the  Texas-grown  product  is  ready  for  the  market, 
and,  by  a  careful  selection  of  seed,  have  so  far  met  with  considerable 
success.  As  onions  formed  the  largest  single  item  of  the  total  of 
$516,491  exports  for  the  year,  this  eSort  of  the  planters,  which  means 
so  much  to  the  commerce  of  the  district,  is  being  watched  with 
interest. 

The  island  has  become  very  popular  as  a  resort  for  tourists,  the 
number  arriving  far  exceeding  tnat  of  any  previous  year.  This 
traffic  is  the  basis  of  hope  for  great  prosperity  for  the  island,  and  plans 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  increased  influx  are  being  made.  The 
Quebec  Steamship  Company  and  the  Atlantic  Steamship  ComjJany 
propose  to  make  two  weekly  trips,  the  former's  ships  to  Hamilton  and 
the  latter's  to  St.  George. 

Many  of  the  imports  now  credited  to  the  United  States  were  from 
Canada,  being  shipped  via  New  York.  These  goods  are  flour,  grain, 
feed,  and  provisions.  If  the  merchant  of  Bermuda  can  buy  cheaper 
in  Canada,  he  will  do  so.  American  dealers  must  meet  this  competi- 
tion in  order  to  get  the  trade. 

JAMAICA. 

By  Consul  Frederick  Van  Dyne,  Kingston. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  the  colony  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
March  31,1909,  was  $22,719,563,  against  $25,452,981  for  1907-8.  The 
imports  amounted  to  $11,694,759  and  the  exports  $11,024,804. 
The  decrease  of  $2,194,435  in  the  imports  was  due  partly  to  the 
activity  of  the  previous  year  in  rebuilding  and  restocking  after  the 
earthquake  and  drought,  and  partly  to  tne  abundant  home-grown 
food  crops  which  helped  to  reduce  the  imports  of  provisions  and  food- 
stuffs from  the  United  States. 

The  value  of  food  and  drinks  imported  was  $4,325,780,  against 
$4,837,498  for  the  fiscal  year  1907-8.  There  were  considerable 
decreases  in  the  imports  of  liauors,  bread  and  biscuits,  beef,  cheese, 
condensed  milk,  com,  rice,  ana  meal. 
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The  imports  of  flour  during  1908-9  amounted  to  220,131  barrels, 
valued  at  $1,182,438,  against  245,306  barrels  in  the  previous  year. 
Of  the  imports  in  1908-9  the  United  States  furnished  $1,146,481 
worth.  Butter  and  substitutes  to  the  amount  of  454,809  pounds 
were  imported,  36,468  pounds  less  than  in  the  preceding  year.  The 
imports  of  this  class  from  the  United  States  were  valued  at  $64,604; 
the  United  Kingdom  furnished  $43,292  worth,  and  Canada  $32,994. 
There  was  an  increase  of  15.039  pounds  in  the  imports  of  lard,  which 
amoimted  to  203,833  pounds  and  nearly  all  of  which  came  from  the 
United  States.  The  imports  of  oats  amounted  to  71  ,^46  bushels, 
valued  at  $56,602,  against  59,280  bushels  in  1907-8.  The  imports 
of  fish  increased  from  $120,000  to  $156,497.  Pickled  and  salted  fish 
increased  $10,682.  The  imports  of  bacon  amounted  to  51,950  pounds, 
valued  at  $9,459.  There  was  an  increase  of  5,473  and  3,040,720 
pounds  in  imports  of  ham  and  salt,  respectively.  The  increase  in  the 
imports  of  oil  amounted  to  13,308  gallons. 

The  value  of  partly  and  wholly  manufactured  goods  imported 
during  the  year  was  $6,764,779  as  compared  with  $8,364,404  in  the 
fiscal  vear  1907-8  and  $6,350,924  in  1906-7,  a  decrease  of  $1,599,625 
from  last  year  and  an  increase  of  $413,855  over  1906-7. 

LUMBER,  CLOTHING,  BOOTS,  AND   SHOES. 

The  imports  of  lumber,  machinery,  and  painters'  colors  and  mate- 
rials were  smaller  than  during  the  previous  year,  but  there  were 
increased  imports  of  shingles,  galvamzed  iron  for  roofing,  iron  and 
steel  rails,  and  electrical  apparatus.  The  value  of  the  lumber  im- 
ported was  $473,582,  of  which  $452,524  came  from  the  United  States. 
The  imports  of  painters'  colors  and  materials  were  valued  at  $55,967, 
against  $71,456  in  1907-8.  Shingles  to  the  value  of  $85,069  were 
imported,  of  which  $84,899  came  from  the  United  States.  The 
imports  of  shingles  in  1907-8  amounted  to  $27,857.  Galvanized  iron 
for  roofine,  valued  at  $79,344,  was  imported,  which  was  $5,083  more 
than  in  the  previous  year.  The  imports  of  cement  during  1908-9 
were  valued  at  $124,606,  the  United  States  furnishing  $28,941,  an 
increase  of  $15,873  over  1907-8  in  the  imports  from  the  United  States. 

The  trade  in  clothing,  boots,  and  shoes  declined  on  account  of  the 
heavy  restocking  of  the  previous  year.  The  imports  of  wearing 
apparel  from  the  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  amounted 
to  $332,231,  against  $513,580  in  1907-8.  The  share  of  the  United 
States  in  this  trade  last  year  was  $60,336  and  that  of  the  United 
Kingdom  $271,895.  In  1907-8  the  imports  from  the  United  States 
amounted  to  $86,642  and  those  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  $426,938. 

The  value  of  leather,  boots,  and  shoes  imported  in  1908-9  was 
$311,749,  against  $442,600  in  1907-8.  There  was,  however,  a 
remarkable  increase  in  the  share  that  the  United  States  secured  in  this 
trade  last  year.  In  1907-8  the  value  of  the  imports  from  the  United 
States  was  $216,111  and  from  the  United  Kingdom  $224,743;  in 
1908-9  the  imports  from  the  United  States  amounted  to  $185,209, 
and  those  from  the  United  Kingdom  $125,446. 
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CARRIAGES;   DRUGS   AND  MEDICINES,  ETC. 

The  imports  of  carriages,  including  motor  cars,  were  valued  at 
$61,031,  an  increase  of  $11,911  over  1907-8.  Furniture  valued  at 
$72,177  was  imported,  against  $59,816  in  the  previous  year.  "The 
imports  of  hardware  and  cutlery  were  valued  at  $326,907,  which  was 
$56,133  less  than  during  1907-8. 

The  imports  of  drugs  and  medicines  decreased  from  $170,887  in 
1907-8  to  $122,522  in  1908-9.  Here  again  the  United  States  secured 
a  much  larger  proportion  of  the  trade.  In  1907-8  the  imports  from 
the  United  States  were  valued  at  $83,278  and  those  from  the  United 
Kingdom  $80,389.  In  1908-9  the  value  of  the  imports  from  the 
United  States  was  $67,004  and  from  the  United  Kingdom  $48,653. 

In  1907-8  the  United  States  sold  $24,041  worth  of  paints  to  Jamaica; 
last  year's  sales  amounted  to  only  $14,492.  The  imports  from  the 
United  Kingdom  last  year  were  $39,545  and  in  1907-8,  $42,659.  The 
United  Kingdom  furnished  last  year  to  Jamaica  soap  to  the  value  of 
$156,579  and  the  United  States  furnished  only  $7,498  worth.  The 
imports  of  perfumery  last  year  were  $66,081,  of  which  $30,054  came 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  $23,809  from  the  United  States,  and 
$12,218  from  other  coimtries.  Coal  valued  at  $143,858  was  imported 
from  the  United  States,  while  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom 
amounted  to  $28,304. 

EXPORTS — SHIPPING. 

Of  the  $11,024,804  exports,  $5,875,292  consisted  of  fruit,  of  which 
bananas  made  up  $5,405,369,  cocoanuts  $216,753,  oranges  $187,484, 
and  grapefruit  $65,686.  The  next  staple  Export  after  fruit  was  rum, 
of  vmicn  $907,328  worth  was  exported  during  the  year,  against 
$851,418  the  previous  year.  Pimento  occupied  third  place  with 
$698,463,  an  increase  of  $356,675.  Coffee  came  next  with  $469,656, 
then  cocoa,  $443,315,  a  decrease  of  $295,920  in  value,  although  there 
was  a  slight  increase  in  quantity.  The  exports  of  sugar  were  valued 
at  $275,162,  which  was  $159,058  less  than  the  previous  year.  The 
exports  of  tobacco,  cigars,  etc.,  were  valued  at  $158,386,  and  those 
of  honey  at  $65,099. 

The  remaining  exports  consisted  principally  of  logwood  extract, 
$556,969;  coin  and  bullion,  $717,642;  logwood,  $225,508;  other 
woods,  $46,116;  annotto,  $49,996;  and  beeswax,  $44,388. 

The  United  States  is  Jamaica's  best  customer,  in  1908-9  taking 
$6,372,288  of  the  $1 1 ,024,686  worth  of  exports,  agamst  Great  Britain's 
$2,370,307,  Canada's  $474,161,  and  all  other  countries'  $1,807,930. 
The  previous  year  the  United  States  took  59  per  cent.  Great  Britain 
21.4  per  cent,  and  Canada  5.3  per  cent  of  Jamaica's  exports. 

During  the  year  1,363  vessels  of  1,482,724  tons  entered  the  ports 
of  Jamaica,  an  increase  of  308  in  number  of  vessels  and  of  294,215  in 
tonnage  over  the  previous  year.  Eight  himdred  and  forty-three  of 
the  vessels  were  from  ports  of  the  United  States  and  111  were  American 
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DECLARED  EXPORTS   FROM   KINGSTON   AND   AGENCIES. 

The  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  declared  at  Kingston 
during  the  calendar  year  1908  was  $1,388,535.     The  articles  were: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Annotto 

$20,734 
129,244 
91,996 

603,300 
843 
76,125 
43,306 
401 
35.813 
35,974 
40,744 

122,700 
121,045 
180,565 

666,180 
1,029 
6,410 

Logwood  extract 

$177,084 
24,066 
61,161 
1,920 
3,567 
4,098 
15,846 

$133,281 
12,428 

Cocoa                         

Metals,  old 

Coffee 

Pimento 

61,178 
1,673 

FmltA  ADd  Duts: 

Rum 

Bananas 

Turtles,  live 

3,847 

Cashew  nats. . 

Wax 

6,061 

Cocoaniitff 

All  other  articles 

6,628 

Oranses 

Total 

Fustic.        ............. 

49i 

47,496 
41,760 
36,668 

1,466,301 
64.144 

1,335,239 

Ginger 

Returned  American  goods 
Grand  total 

53,296 

OrA.fwfrntt 

Hides  and  skins 

1,620,445 

1,388,536 

The  declared  value  of  exports  for  1908  from  the  three  agencies, 
exclusive  of  returned  Amencan  goods,  amounted  to  $1,119,540,  as 
foUows: 

Port  Morant,  $391,802,  the  principal  articles  being  bananas, 
$358,213;  cocoanuts,  $31,802;  and  oranges,  $1,058.  St.  Ann's  Bay, 
$239,101,  consisting  mainly  of  bananas,  $160,384,  coffee,  $7,634- 
lime  juice,  raw   and   concentrated,    $7,467;   oranges,    $11,566,  ana 

Eimento,  $43,851.     Montego  Bay,  $488,637,  the  principal  articles 
eing  annatto,  $13,957;  coffee,  $63,264;  cocoanuts,  $14,238;  bananas, 
$258,093;  gmger,  $31,092;  pimento,  $77,727;  skins,  $16,557. 

PORT  ANTONIO. 

By  Consul  Nicholas  R.  Snyder. 

The  only  statistics  available  from  which  an  idea  of  the  imports  into 
this  consular  district  can  be  gathered  are  in  the  collector  general's 
report  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1908.  His  report  in  dealing 
with  individual  parishes  gives  only  the  amount  of  duty  collected  in 
each  and  does  not  enumerate  either  the  articles  imported  or  their 
value.  The  report  shows,  however,  that  duty  to  the  extent  of 
$224,820,  or  8.8  per  cent  of  the  entire  amount  collected  for  the  whole 
island,  has  been  paid  at  the  three  ports  of  entry  in  this  consular 
district.  This  does  not  by  any  means  indicate  the  proportion  of  im- 
ports into  this  district,  or"  its  correct  ratio  of  business  with  the  other 
divisions  of  the  island,  as  a  considerable  portion  of  merchandise 
handled  here  is  entered  at  Kingston,  where  it  arrives  from  abroad, 
and  is  brought  here  after  the  duty  has  been  paid. 

IMPORTS   AND   EXPORTS. 

Lumber  and  petroleum  are  imported  solely  from  the  United  States. 
Over  75  per  cent  of  the  imports  of  coal,  boots  and  shoes,  haber- 
dashery, rumiture,  notions,  ilour,  com,  pickled  meats,  and  vehicles 
also  comes  from  the  United  States. 
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A  portion  of  the  cotton  and  printed  piece  goods,  perfumery,  hard- 
ware, farming  implements,  canned  fruit,  cured  and  preserved  meats, 
confectionery,  and  butter  is  obtained  in  the  United  States,  but  there 
is  room  for  further  development. 

The  total  exports  in  1908  amounted  to  $1,943,702,  against  $2,993,- 
.924  in  1907.  In  comparison  with  the  exports  of  1907  every  item,  with 
the  exception  of  beeswax,  coffee,  and  Ume  juice,  showed  a  decrease. 
The  principal  decline  was  in  bananas  (871,774  bunches;  and  cocoa- 
nuts.     Botn  articles  were  much  below  the  average  sizes. 

Cocoa  did  not  bring  as  good  prices  as  in  the  previous  year.  There 
is  a  disease  in  this  and  the  adjacent  districts  affecting  the  trees, 
causing  the  pods  to  rot  on  them  or  to  fall  off.  This  will  probably 
create  a  shortage  in  the  next  crop  or  two. 

Coffee  showed  the  principal  increase  in  the  exports  of  the  year,  but 
the  amount  exported  was  comparatively  small.  The  dried  berries  are 
exported  in  ba^  and  tierces  to  Europe  in  large  quantities  from  other 
ports  in  Jamaica.  Different  kinds  of  coffee  ground  and  blended  can 
not  be  purchased  in  the  island.  There  is  a  law  in  force  here  prohib- 
iting the  importation  of  coffee  into  Jamaica  from  other  than  British 
possessions,  hence  coffee  blended  in  the  United  States  can  not  be 
obtained  here. 

EXPORTS   TO  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  total  declared  value  of  exports  from  this  consular  district  to 
the  United  States  during  1908  was  $1,943,701.  The  value  of  the 
articles  during  1907  and  1908  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Bags ' 

$6,642 
6,609 

94,024 
343 
1,066 
416 
17,422 
6,369 
3,545 

1,837,558 
58,728 

Fruits  and  nuts— Cont'd. 
Grapefruit 

15,415 

60,500 

1,065 

6,266 

6,802 

Bairels                    

$4,058 
3,688 

Beeswax 

Oranges *.. 

Boxes.           ... 

4,331 
65,894 
2,418 
7,549 

2,700,629 
120,713 

Lime  juice 

1,299 

Cocoa 

Skins,  goat 

4,345 

Coffee        

All  other  articles 

840 

Total 

Fruits  and  nuts: 

2,993,924 

1,943,701 

Bananas 

Cocoanuts. 

During  1908-9,  999  clearances  were  issued  at  Port  Antonio  to  ves- 
sels bound  for  the  United  States  in  the  fruit  trade.  Of  this  number 
126  were  American  registered.  The  greater  number  of  the  vessels  in 
this  trade  fly  the  Norwegian  flag. 

As. a  tounst  resort  Port  Antonio  continues  to  be  the  headquarters 
for  Americans  sojourning  in  the  island  and  is  visited  by  them  during 
the  fall  and  winter  months  when  the  large  passenger  steamers  run- 
ning between  New  York  and  Jamaica  caU  at  this  port  on  both  out- 
ward and  homeward  voyages.  A  beautiful  hotel  owned  and  managed 
by  Americans  and  acconmiodating  400  guests  is  built  on  a  fine  site 
in  this  town. 

The  government  railwav  pier  at  Port  Antonio  has  been  extended 
and  enlarged  so  as  to  berth  at  once  two  vessels  of  18  feet  draft.  The 
railroad  track  extends  into  the  building,  offering  good  faciUties  for 
(juick  dispatch  in  handling  cargo.  From  four  to  six  vessels  are  par- 
tially loaded  alongside  this  dock  weekly  with  bananas  grown  in  the 
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interior  of  the  country.  Beside  freight  charges  for  hauling  the  fruit 
to  the  pier,  wharfage  of  1  cent  per  bunch  is  collected  for  the  use  of 
the  pier.  At  Aimatto  Bay  a  railway  siding  has  been  made,  running 
to  tne  shipping  beach.  Fruit  is  taken  on  this  siding  for  shipment 
weekly,  but  from  the  exposed  nature  of  the  anchorage  and  the  bois- 
terous weather  that  is  experienced  during  autumn  and  winter  it  is 
often  impracticable  for  vessels  requiring  quick  dispatch  to  load  there, 
as  the  fruit  has  to  be  taken  in  lighters  some  distance  to  the  ship  and 
becomes  damaged  if  wet  with  sea  water. 

TRINIDAD. 

By  Consul  Franklin  D.  Hale,  Port  op  Spain. 

There  were  spasmodic  interruptions  of  business  activity  throughout 
Trinidad  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1908,  the  latest  period 
for  which  figures  are  available,  caused  by  the  occasional  breaking  out 
of  contagious  diseases,  which  tor  brief  periods  and  to  a  certain  extent 
quarantmed  the  island  from  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Climatic  conditions  were  generally  favorable  to  all  agricultural  in- 
dustries, and  the  total  trade  showed  a  satisfactory  increase.  The  coal 
deposits  and  oil  fields  no  doubt  will  be  explored  in  the  near  future 
and  will  prove  another  source  of  wealth  to  tne  colony.  Cotton  grow- 
ing, which  has  been  a  subject  of  experiment  for  some  years,  has  not 
proved  successful,  although  results  nave  been  quite  favorable  in  To- 
bago. The  growing  of  bananas  and  oranges  is  proving  profitable,  and 
rubber  .and  cedar  trees  are  being  extensively  planted. 

The  crown  lands  are  being  rapidly  disposed  of  to  private  ownership 
and  the  productive  acreage  increased. 

THE  FOREIGN  TRADE — PRINCIPAL  SOURCES  OF  IMPORTS. 

The  imports  of  foreign  produce,  including  bullion  and  specie,  into 
Trinidad  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1908,  were  valued  at 
$13,06jS,548,  against  $10,848,619  in  1907,  and  the  exports  therefrom, 
including  buluon  and  specie  and  reexports,  for  the  same  years 
amounted  to  $23,238,089  and  $17,039,061,  respectively. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  principal  articles  of  import  and 
the  amount  of  each  imported  into  Trmidad  from  the  United  States 
and  the  United  Kingdom,  respectively,  during  the  fiscal  year  ended 
March  31,  1908: 


Articles. 


Apparel,  textiles,  etc.  value. 

AmmonltioD do. . . . 

Bags,  empty do.... 

Beer,  etc gallons . . 

Books,  etc value.. 

Breadstufls: 

Bread barrels . . 

Com bushels.. 

Floor barrels.. 

HacaroHQj,  etc.  .pounds . . 

lieaL .barrels.. 

Oats bushels. . 

Other pounds.. 

Carriages numNv.. 

Cement ....barrels.. 


United 
States. 


$in,572 
$16,626 
114,131 
45,553 
$4,296 

3,216 

25,222 

219,625 

7,104 

8,361 

3,016 

493,258 

81 

3,466 


United 
Kingdom. 


$1,234,182 

$486 

$107,255 

178,963 

$27,564 

2,037 


3,265 

291 

14,029 

1,306 


43,535 


Articles. 


Clocks  and  watches,  .value. . 

Coal  and  coke tons.. 

Confectionery value . . 

Fish pounds.. 

Glassware do 

Haberdashery value. . 

Hats do 

Hay,  etc do 

Instruments,  musical,  do 

Iron  and  steel  manufac- 
tures  value.. 

Leather,  and  manufactures 
of: 
Boots  and  shoes.yalue. . 
Leather do — 


United 
States. 


United 
Kingdom. 


$5,605 

25,242 

$2,046 

1,097,223 

9,020 

$811 

$5,919 

$13,730 

$43,802 

15,014 

$15,199 

292,495 

16,907 

$113,373 

$84,378 

$1,764 
$12,440 

$104,648 
$14,074 

$6,940 
$79,546 

$128,760 
$12,261 
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Articles. 


Medicines value. 

Oils: 

Edible gallons. 

Petroleum do. . . 

Other do... 

Oil  meal pounds. 

Provisions: 

Dairy  products- 
Butter do... 

Cheese do... 

Milk  condensed, 

value 

Meat  products- 
Lard pounds. 

Meats do... 

Oleomargarin, 

Dounds 

Slates  and  tiles . . .  number . 
Soap pounds. 


United 
States. 


127,384 

10,739 

627,401 

14,466 

6,993,270 


83,614 
217,509 

$466 

1,869.882 
6,467,805 

201,826 
24,000 
630,299 


United 
Kingdom. 


1,648 

7,245 

27,883 


41,004 
27,882 

$106,019 


239,000 

9,193 

3,600 

2,492,716 


Artides. 


Stationery value. . 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Cigars  and  cigarettes, 
pounds 

Manufactured. pounds. . 

Unmanufactured, 

pounds 

Vegetables: 

Peas value.. 

Potatoes do 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Furniture value. . 

Hoops number. . 

Shingles do 

ShooKs bundles. . 

Staves number. . 

Timber feet.. 


United 
States. 


$4,247 


27,786 
20,182 

660,614 

$24,834 
$6,274 

$13,122 

396,650 

7,000 

8,868 

600,650 

;,  658, 480 


United 
Kingdom. 


12,006 
192,948 

12,429 

$6,137 
$17,870 

$18,511 


267,085 


The  imports  into  the  colony  from  France  during  the  fiscal  year 
1907-8  consisted  of  the  following  leading  articles:  Butter,  657,156 
pounds;  edible  oils,  37,612  gallons;  vermicelli  and  macaroni,  70,835 
pounds;  and  wearing  apparel,  $15,745.  Germany  sent  $20,669 
worth  of  condensed  milk;  191,600  pounds  of  sugar;  100,656  feet  of 
lumber;  and  furniture  to  the  value  of  $10,565.  Tne  principal  articles 
received  from  SoUth  America  were:  Cheese,  13,445  poimds;  fish, 
384,993  pounds;  meats,  336,855  pounds;  horses,  470;  unmanufac- 
tured tobacco,  12,429  poimds;  and  leather  valued  at  $24,516.  From 
British  North  America  there  were  received  12,275  poimds  of  butter, 
8,907  pounds  of  cheese.  162,091  bushels  of  oats,  168,773  pounds  of 
meat,  5,482,688  pounds  of  fish,  6,182  barrels  of  flour,  1,905,743 
feet  of  lumber,  103,750  shingles,  and  472,325  staves. 

EXPORTS   TO  THE    UNTTED   STATES    AND   UNrTED   KINGDOM. 

The  leading  items  of  export  from  Trinidad  to  the  United  States  and 
the  United  Kingdom,  respectively,  during  the  fiscal  year  1907-8  were 
as  follows : 


Articles. 


Asphalt tons. 

Bitters gallons. 

Cocoa hundredweights. 

Fruits  and  nuts: 

Bananas bunches. 

Cocoanuts number. 

Molasses gallons. 

OU,coooanut do. . . 


United 
States. 


06,024 

10,967 

148,778 

2,3fi0 

13,815,817 

3,091 

10,082 


United 
King- 
dom. 


17,361 
10,5&5 
66,186 

61,680 

485,850 

29,201 

2,201 


There  were  shipments  to  France  during  the  year  amounting  to 
215,040  himdredweights  of  cocoa,  12,090  gallons  of  molasses,  and 
1,370  tons  of  asphalt.  Germany  took  166,250  cocoanuts,  6,006  gal- 
lons of  bitters,  and  7,093  tons  of  asphalt.  The  purchases  by  British 
North  America  consisted  of  322,200  cocoanuts,  and  441,191  gallons 
of  molasses. 
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The  declared  value  of  exports,  including  specie  and  returned  goods, 
from  Trinidad  to  the  United  States  in  tne  calendar  jrear  1908  was 
$4,261,559,  against  $4,537,799  in  1907.     The  prmcipal  items  were: 


Articles. 


Arohalt 

Bitters,  Angostura. 

Cocoa 

Cocoanuts 

Coffee 

Copaiba 

Gum,  balata 

Hides,  dry 

Lime  juice 

Manjak 


1907. 


1314,518 

63,101 

3,424,962 

356,228 


3,942 
32,786 


1908. 


1312, 

43, 

3,540, 

284, 

15, 

1, 

•    3, 

3, 

1, 

14, 


Articles. 


Metals,  old 

Skins,  deer 

Timber 

All  other  articles. 


Total 

Specie 

Returned  American  goods 


Grand  total. 


1907. 


$10,074 

18^944 
280,946 


4,616,427 
2,717 
19,656 


4,537,799 


1908. 


$6,124 
1,793 
6,132 

27,234 


4.237,198 
8,606 
16,766 


4,261,569 


The  total  declared  exports  from  the  consular  agency  at  Grenada  to 
the  United  States  in  1908  was  $132,198.  The  prmcipal  articles  were 
cocoa  worth  $115,090;  mace,  $9,095;  and  nutmegs,  $7,391. 

TURKS  ISIi4ND. 

By  Consul  Joseph  A.  Howells,  Grand  Tubk. 

The  year  1908  was  a  prosperous  one  for  this  colony  so  far  as  the 
production  of  salt  was  concerned,  as  the  shipments  gave  a  return  of 
$16,000  more  than  in  1907,  although  sold  at  1  to  H  cents  less  per 
bushel.  The  output  in  1908  was  1,749,526  bushels,  more  than  three- 
fifths  of  which  was  taken  by  the  United  States.  The  hurricane  of 
September  10  and  11,  1908,  destroyed  nearly,  if  not  quite,  30,000 
bushels. 

The  shipments  of  sisal-grass  fiber  in  1908  dropped  oflF  about  one- 
half  from  those  of  1907,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  East  Caicos  Com- 
pany shipped  very  Uttle,  if  any,  because  of  the  low  price.  The  com- 
pany has  on  hand  nearly  500  bales  ready  for  shipment  when  the 
marKet  will  warrant  it. 

The  hurricane  played  havoc  with  the  sponge  fishery,  and  the 
exports  dropped  from  $14,813  in  1907  to  $5,329  in  1908.  Sponge 
and  sisal  are  produced  exclusively  in  this  colony  on  the  Caicos  Islancfa. 

The  outlook  for  the  salt  crop  of  1909  is  very  encouraging.  More 
was  raked  by  the  last  of  April  than  is  often  raked  bv  the  1st  of  Julv. 
There  are  three  separate  sets  of  salines.  Grand  Turk,  Caicos  Islands, 
and  Salt  Cay.  At  Salt  Cay  no  salt  was  raked  by  the  1st  of  Mav, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  during  the  September  hurricane  the  sea  broKe 
over  the  ponds,  breaking  down  the  partition  waUs,  when  aU  had  to  be 
started  entireb^  new,  and  sea  water  for  pickle  was  not  let  in  until 
Christmas. 

TRADE   OP  THE   COLONY. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  the  colony  in  1908  was  valued  at  $229,520, 
of  which  $109,917  was  imports  and  $119,603  exports.  The  trade, 
by  countries,  during  the  year  was  as  follows: 


Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

United  states 

•52,626 

1,105 

13,133 

6,868 

9,850 

$91,077 

190 

14,288 

5,839 

4,224 

Santo  Domingo 

11,937 

24,931 

467 

$660 

Bomada 

TTnitAH  TTincrrlnm 

1,416 
2,009 

Canada 

A 11  other  countries 

Haiti 

Total 

^Amalca. 

109,917 

U9,60S 
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The  exports  of  the  three  principal  products  of  the  colony  in  1908 
were  as  follows:  Salt,  1,749,526  bnsnels,  valued  at  $98,187;  sisal 
fiber,  130,285  pounds,  $8,198;  and  sponges,  431  bales,  $5,329.  Of 
these  articles  the  United  States  took  1,411,564  bushels  of  salt,  valued 
at  $80,889 ;  94,485  pounds  of  sisal  fiber,  valued  at  $4,859,  and  all  the 
sponges. 

The  colony  is  selfnsupporting.  It  receives  no  financial  aid  from 
and  pays  no  tribute  to  the  mother  country,  England.  The  receipts 
from  customs  duties  amounted  in  1908  to  $18,152  and 'from  rent  of 
salt  ponds  and  other  sources  $17,874.  The  expenditures  included 
salaries  to  the  amount  of  $28,965;  public  works,  $3,290;  and  mis- 
cellaneous expenses^  $3,898. 

Almost  every  article  of  food  has  to  be  imported  into  these  islands, 
which  accoimts  for  the  high  price  of  foodstuffs.  Flour  sells  for  $8  to 
$12  a  barrel,  milk  24  cents  a  quart,  butter  42  to  48  cents  a  pound, 
beef  and  mutton  24  cents  a  pound,  potatoes  4  cents  a  poimd,  ana 
onions  8  cents  a  pound. 

DANISH  WEST  INDEEI^. 
ST.  THOMAS. 

By  Consul  Christopher  H.  Payne,  Charlotte  Amalib. 

The  imports  into  the  island  of  St.  Thomas  during  the  fiscal  year 
ended  March  31,  1909,  amounted  to  $872,387,  and  in  the  previous 
fiscal  year  $802,049.  The  imports,  by  countries  of  origin,  during  the 
two  years  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Country. 


United  States 

Belgium 

British  North  America 
British  West  Indies. . . 

Denmark 

France 

Germany 

Italy 


1906. 


$356,076 

81 

1,729 

61,875 

36,206 

26,400 

82,076 

4,337 


1909. 


$473,186 

112 

1,234 

64,727 

40,329 

13,177 

66,780 

216 


Country. 


Netherlands 

South  America  and  Mexico. 

Spain 

United  Kingdom 

All  other  countries 

Total 


1908. 


$13,751 
15,378 
1,769 

175,176 
37,195 


802,049 


i909. 


$10,361 

22,926 

118 

155,  m 
35,025 


872,387 


The  principal  articles  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom  during 
the  fiscal  year  1908-9  were  coal,  $40,825;  cotton  goods,  $24,849; 
hardware,  $14,679;  ''unions,"  $14,142;  soap,  $5,696;  paints,  $4,520; 
beer  and  porter,  $3,524;  and  woolen  goods,  $3,367.  From  British 
West  Indies  the  leading  articles  were  sugar,  $16,717;  rum,  $14,958; 
cattle,  $10,538;  nuts,  $4,054.  Germany^  principal  sales  were  alco- 
hol, $9,625;  cigars,  $8,685;  glassware,  $5,527;  rice.  $4,417.  Den- 
mark's principd  sales  were  butter,  $9,353;  beer  and  porter,  $9,118; 
iron,  $8,892;  and  bricks,  $5,790. 


TRADE   WITH  THE   UNITED   STATES. 


The  principal  articles  and  the  amount  of  each  imported  into  St. 
Thomas  from  the  United  States  during  each  of  the  fiscal  years  ended 
March  31,  1908  and  1909,  were  as  follows: 
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Articles. 

1906. 

1909. 

$4,921 
17,256 

1,956 
6,463 
9,626 
56,049 
238,316 
5,424 
2,449 
4,796 
2,876 

Articles. 

1908. 

1909. 

Beans  and  peas 

S5,241 
28,429 

1,061 

Leather 

12,151 
14,932 
4,769 

12,030 
17,878 
2,913 

Boots  and  shoes 

Lumber 

BreadstufTs: 

Preserves 

Bread 

Provisions: 

Butter 

Com 

4,080 
2,113 
2,883 
8,621 
5,910 
4,015 
5,154 
6,608 

Com  meal 

5,099 

33,528 

159,663 

2,221 

Cheese 

2,092 
4,993 
7,689 
4,528 
5,264 
2,201 
6.335 

Flour,  wheat 

Hams. ... 

Coal 

Lard 

Cotton  goods 

Oleomartrarin . . 

Drugs  and  medicines 

potT!;:^!^::::::::::::: 

Fish 

8,014 
5,181 

Suear 

Hardware 

Tobacco 

DUTCH  WEST  INDIES. 
CURACAO. 

By  Consul  Elias  H.  Cheney,  Willemstad. 

The  year  1908  was  peculiar  by  reason  of  trouble  between  the 
Netherfands,  the  mother  coiintry,  and  this  colony's  nearest  neighbor, 
Venezuela.  A  decree  was  issued  prohibiting  the  transportation  of 
goods  between  Venezuelan  and  Curacao  ports  in  vessels  of  less  than 
20  tons.  As  a  large  portion  of  the  direct  commerce  between  the  ports 
had  been  carried  in  vessels  of  this  character,  the  decree  was  a  blow  to 
one  of  the  colony's  chief  interests.  Twenty  or  thirty  vessels  lay  idle 
through  the  vear,  in  the  three  islands  Curacao,  Aruba,  and  Bonaire. 
They  were  all  built  here,  and  not  only  the  sea  traffic,  but  also  ship- 
building came  to  a  standstill.  A  considerable  number  of  laborers 
were  thrown  out  of  work.  Only  a  small  number  of  such  vessels 
could  be  utilized,  and  only  in  the  intercolonial  trade,  as  they  are  too 
small  for  longer  voyages. 

DEGREES   ISSUED — DECREASED  TRADE. 

In  February,  1908,  President  Castro  issued  a  decree  prohibiting 
the  shipment  as  seamen  at  Curacao  of  laborers  to  work  cargo  in 
Venezuelan  ports.  It  is  a  custom  as  old  as  the  calling  of  steamers 
at  these  ports  to  work  cargo  aboard,  never  ashore.  It  aflFected 
American^  Dutch,  German,  and  ItaUan  steamship  lines  iinfavorably, 
and  deprived  another  class  of  laborers  of  their  only  income.  In 
March  and  April  bubonic  plague  appeared  in  La  Guaira,  which 
place  was  quarantined. 

In  May  a  decree  was  promulgated  prohibiting  the  transshipment 
at  Curacao  of  carjgo  going  to  or  coming  out  of  Venezuela.  The  steam- 
ships were  required  to  leave  and  take  at  Puerto  Cabello  instead. 
All  direct  traffic  either  way  was  also  prohibited.  For  more  than  six 
months  no  vessel  cleared  either  way. 

The  American  Red  '*D"  line  of  steamships  withdrew  its  two 
largest  ships,  both  for  quarantine  and  business  reasons.  Nearly  all 
the  b«3t  paid  labor  of  the  islands  was  out  of  work. 

Curacao  is,  in  fact,  little  more  than  a  port  of  transshipment.  All 
the  leading  stores  were  carrying  considerable  goods  ordered  with 
the  expectation  of  selling  to  Venezuelan  comers.  These  goods  were 
deteriorating  in  value  and  found  no  sale.  The  natives  had  nothing 
with  which  to  buy  more  than  the  absolute  necessities  of  life,  and 
large  numbers  not  even  that.    The  straw-hat  industry,  which  had 
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grown  in  the  last  few  years  to  be  the  island's  greatest  industry  next 
to  transshipping,  dwindled  to  almost  nothing  by  the  failure  of  de- 
mand and  the  impossibility  of  procuring  straw,  which  came  from 
Venezuela.  Five  or  six  cents  a  day  was  all  that  a  woman  could 
earn.  Aside  from  other  problems,  the  colonial  government  had  a 
serious  industrial  Question  to  solve.  The  home  government  made  an 
appropriation  fortne  reUef  of  the  island;  also  the  arrival  of  warships, 
Dutch  and  American,  put  a  little  money  in  circulation. 

FAILURE   OF   CROPS — QUARANTINE; 

Meantime  the  rainfall  for  the  first  seven  months  of  1908  was  only 
3.97  inches.  Water  became  very  scarce  and  expensive.  People  by 
hundreds  were  begging  daily  for  water.  The,crops  sown  and  planted 
in  the  autum  of  1907  were  a  total  failure  and  loss.  Sheep,  goats, 
donkeys,  and  cattle  were  dying  of  hunger  and  thirst.  Meat,  fruit, 
and  vegetables  had  been  suppUed  mostly  from  Venezuela.  Now  the 
colony  had  to  turn  to  Colomma  for  supplies,  which  increased  the  price 
when  they  came.  For  months  not  an  orange  was  on  sale.  Meat 
went  up  33  per  cent,  and  corn  meal,  flour,  sugar,  and  coffee  all  rose 
in  price.  Meantime,  too,  the  government  had  already  perfected  and 
adopted  an  entirely  new  system  of  taxes,  import  andf  otherwise.  It 
was  prepared  by  officials  sent  out  from  Netherlands,  with  a  view  to 
diminish  annual  deficits  in  colonial  receipts. 

Quarantines  against  Curacao  by  the  outside  world,  but  especially 
by  rorto  Rico  and  Colon,  on  account  of  its  proximity  to  Venezuela 
and  a  fear  that  it  had  not  adequately  protected  itself  against  the 
possibility  of  the  entrance  of  plague,  still  further  turned  steamships 
away.  They  called  seldom  and  transacted  Uttle  business  when  they 
did  call. 

The  first  rift  in  the  cloud  came  when  rain  began  to  fall  in  the 
latter  part  of  Sentember.  It  continued  fully  five  months;  a  little 
overabundant  in  October  and  December;  enough,  all  the  time  to  keep 
the  whole  island  green.  The  same  is  true  of  Bonaire  and  Aruba. 
A  wornVj  coming  over  on  a  south  wind  from  Venezuela,  in  butterfly 
form,  affected  the  com  while  yet  very  tender.  The  colonial  govern- 
ment took  prompt  measures  with  this  danger,  as  it  did  with  rats 
when  it  became  Known  that  rats  carry  plague.  It  practically  ex- 
terminated both  rats  and  worms  by  offering  bounties.  The  best 
corn  crop  since  1901  is  all  ready  to  harvest.  Vegetables,  melons, 
and  the  local  fruits  were  abundant.  Grass  is  plentiful  and  a  good  deal 
has  been  cut  and  stored.  Bams  are  full  and  great  stacks  of  corn- 
stalks will  be  saved  for  the  possible  coining  *4ean  years. "  Therefore 
nature  has  smiled  on  Curacao  at  the  end  of  1908  and  the  early  part 
of  1909. 

ATTEMPT  AT  BESCINDINQ  OF  EXTRA  DUTY — HEALTH  OF  COLONY. 

Curacao  again  hopes  for  the  most  friendly  business  relations  with 
Venezuela.  It  is  attempting  to  secure  the  rescinding  of  the  extra 
30  per  cent  duty  for  many  years  imposed  by  Venezuela  on  imports 
from  the  West  Indies,  wmcn  affects  Curacao  chiefly.  It  is  dimcult 
to  foresee  any  considerable  future  to  Curacao  unless  a  material  modifi- 
cation of  that  duty  can  be  secured.     To  prosper,  Curacao,  it  seems, 
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must  have  substantially  a  free  and  op^n  door  into  Venezuela  on 
equal  footing  with  other  countries.  Thus  only  can  it  secure  the 
natural  advantage  of  its  position,  to  which  it  feels  entitled.  Already, 
however,  many  of  the  idle  vessels  are  again  in  commission,  taking 
small  cargoes  to  Venezuela,  and  bringing  wood,  divi-divi,  hides, 
and  skins  here  to  be  reshipped.  The  shipments  of  the  present 
month  (February,  1909)  will  be  neariy  or  quite  double  those  of  anv 
other  recent  month,  judging  by  the  number  of  invoices  certified. 

The  revised  revenue  code  was  completed  during  the  year,  and  took 
effect  on  January  1,  1909.  Every  old  revenue  law  was  repealed, 
and  an  entire  new  code  takes  their  place. 

The  sea  water  condensing  plant  is  not  yet  in  operation,  but  the 
plans  are  completed,  borings  are  being  made  to  find  the  best  location, 
and  operations  will  soon  begin. 

The  health  of  the  island  nas  continued  good.  A  case  of  yellow 
fever  was  imported  from  Venezuela  in  August.  The  patient  was 
quarantined  m  hospital,  treated  by  modem  methods,  but  died. 
No  other  case  resulted.  A  very  mild  case  of  what  was  pronounced 
yellow  fever  developed  among  the  newly  arrived  troops  in  the  bar- 
racks in  December.  The  recovery  was  so  quick  that  doubt  now 
exists  whether  it  was  real  yellow  fever. 


WHAT  THE  COLONY  BUYS. 


The  total  imports  into  the  colony  in  1908  were  valued  at  $1,464,420, 
the  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  items  being  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Animals: 

Cattle head.. 

Goats do 

Homs do 

Sneep do.... 

Bags pounds.. 

Breadstuffs: 

Biscuits do 

Cora bushels. . 

Flour,  wheat,  pounds. 

Meal bushels.. 

Candles pounds. . 

Canned  goods do. . . . 

Cards,  playing packs. 

Cement pounds. . 

Charcoal bags., 

Clothing. bales . 

Coal tons., 

Coffee pounds. 

DivWlvl do... 

Fish: 

Cod do... 

Salted do... 

Fruit,  preserved.... do... 

Groceries packages. 

Glass  and  earthenware. . . 

Hats,  straw dozen. 

Hides  and  skins. pounds. 
Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of 

Leather,  and  manufac- 
tures of: 

Unmanfactured 

Shoes pairs. 

Matches gross . 

OUs: 

Kerosene gallons. 

Linseed do... 

Other do... 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Articles. 


j  Quantity. 


820 

5,204 

71 

844 

318,607 

695,271 

9,296 

3,645,686 

45,957 

35,629 

214,185 

77,633 

1,477,654 

46,692 

1,591 

36,661 

379,711 

6,164,858 

58,048 

1,224,960 

31,918 

23,039 


4,179 
382,034 


18,451 
12,267 

i;21,026 
5,535 
11,236 


$15,792 

4,163 

2,940 

1,024 

22,332 

18,597 

6,353 

75,302 

35,302 

4,097 

27,206 

2,050 

1,209 

5,892 

3,540 

100,730 

20,885 

56,024 

3,090 
2,993 
3,141 
514,636 
9,822 
7,334 
10,061 

3,028 


13,650 
14,344 
3,139 

15,262 
2,914 
7,523 


Paints 

Provisions: 

Butter i)ounds. . 

Cheese do 

Lard do 

Meat,  salted do. . .  .- 

Porkheads do 

Rice do.... 

Soap do 

Spirits,  wines,  and  malt 
liouors: 

Beer gallons.. 

Gin do.... 

Rum do 

Whisky do 

Wine do.... 

Sugar poimds. . 

Vegetables: 

Beans    and    peas, 

pounds 

Potatoes bushels.. 

Tobacco,  cigars,  etc.: 

Raw pounds.. 

Manufactured,  .do 

Cigars 

Cigarettes, . .  packages . 

Wood,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Furniture pieces . . 

Mahogany,  etc., 
pounds 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


70,960 
119,458 
181,936 
379,116 
215,259 
180,490 
206,534 


21,618 

71,692 

75,394 

1,951 

9,697 

2,138,659 


331,971 
16,800 

23,448 
171,373 


2,063,830 


2,948,848 


Value. 


17,523 

13,384 
12,603 
11,168 
16,384 
4,086 
3,578 
5,847 


10,125 
24,934 
23,329 
3,417 
10,441 
63,828 


6,663 
9,606 

2,838 
20,028 
16,809 
43,028 


9,825 

13,372 
117,420 

,464,420 
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EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNIT^ID  STATES. 


The  value  of  the  exports  declared  at  Curacao  to  the  United  States 
m  1908  was  $216,074.     The  articles  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Aloes , 

Beeswax 

Coffee 

Coins,  old  gold . 

Ouano 

Hats,  straw 

Hides 

Mangrove  bark 

Phosphate 

Salt 

Skins 


Articles. 


Wood: 

Box. 

Lignum-vit8e 

^  oSer*.!!;!!*.!."!!'.!".!]; 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods. 

Orand  total 


Value. 


16,625 
9,li» 
3.310 
2.659 
1.135 


214,752 
1,322 


216,074 


The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  the  Bonaire  agency  to  the 
United  States  in  1908  was  $10,190.  The  exports  consisted  of  the 
following  articles:  Salt,  worth  $6,702;  goat  skins,  $2,590;  donkeys, 
$578;  divi-divi,   $192;  and   cattle,   $128. 

FRENCH  WEST  INDIES. 
GUADELOUPE. 

By  Consul  Joseph  M.  Authier,  Basse-Terre. 

In  spite  of  the  ravages  caused  by  the  cyclone  of  September  25, 
1908,  tne  economical  and  financial  situation  of  Guadeloupe  this  year 
is  comparatively  satisfactorv.  From  an  examination  of  the  customs 
revenues  and  the  general  lousiness  of  this  island  during  1908  an 
important  improvement  is  observed.  The  revenue  of  the  customs 
service  at  the  end  of  November.  1908,  has  given  a  surplus  ifi  the 
receipts  of  about  100,000  francs  (rranc=  19.3  cents)  over  tne  estimate 
of  the  budget,  and  of  80,000  francs  in  comparison  with  the  receipts 
realized  in  1907.  The  commercial  movement  has  been  active.  The 
imports  and  exports  for  1908  exceeded  those  of  1907  by  about  600,000 
francs. 

Sugar  cane  has  been  the  principal  source  of  revenue,  but  o>\dng  to 
the  increase  of  the  beet-sugar  production  in  other  countries  the  col- 
onists have  been  obliged  U>  start  the  culture  of  coffee,  cocoa,  and 
vanilla  beans,  and  the  production  of  rum.  In  general  the  sugar  pro- 
duced is  the  white  crystallized  variety.  There  are  but  two  factories 
producing  brown  sugar.  The  factories  have  adopted  an  economical 
and  scientific  method  of  labor,  and  new  machmery  will  soon  be 
introduced. 

The  price  paid  during  1908  by  the  sugar  manufacturers  to  the 
planters  was  10  francs  per  ton  for  cane  delivered  at  the  wharves  of 
the  factories.  Such  a  price  is  certainly  small,  but  the  value  of  the 
sugar  on  hand  and  the  poor  quality  of  the  canes  prevented  the  sugar 
manufacturers  from  paying  a  higher  price. 

CULTIVATION   OF   SUGAR   CANE. 

The  cultivation  of  the  cane  requires  particular  care,  as  the  plowing, 
planting,  weeding,  manuring,  cleaning,  stripping,  and   cutting  cul 
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must  be  done  in  due  time.  Proper  attention  must  be  riven  to  the 
cleaning  of  the  youn^  cane  plants  so  as  to  rid  them  of  ^1  grass  and 
injurious  insects,  which  are  most  disastrous  to  their  growth. 

The  cane  cultivation  comprises  planted  canes  and  sprouts.  The 
stocks  for  sprouts  used  to  be  carefuiljr  preserved  for  many  years,  and 
it  is  said  that  some  were  maintained  in  very  good  condition  for  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  years;  but  now  it  has  been  learned  that  they  should 
not  be  used  after  sprouting  the  third  time,  owing  io  the  impoverish- 
ment of  the  soil  in  humus,  also  to  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  the 
humus  by  using  farm  manure.  The  manure  most  suitable  for  the 
sugar  cane  is  farm  manure,  but  as  the  number  of  animals  raised  and 
used  on  the  sugar  estates  is  very  small,  they  do  not  fimush  sufficient, 
so  the  siigar  planters  are  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  artificial  fer- 
tilizers of  all  sorts. 

The  total  quantity  of  white  sugar  produced  by  the  sugar  factories 
in  the  districts  of  Basse-Terre  and  Grande-Terre  during  1 908  amounted 
to  37,950  tons,  valued  at  $1,977,671.  The  total  value  of  white  rum 
produced  was  $395,534,  and  the  molasses  was  valued  at  $296,843. 

Several  sugar  plantations  being  at  a  too  great  distance  to  trans- 
port their  canes  to  the  sugar  factories  produce  a  homemade  or  habi- 
tation rum,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  usine  (factory)  rum.  Habita- 
tion rum  is  made  from  the  pure  cane  juice  (also  called  liquor  or 
vesou) ;  it  is  an  exquisite  rum,  its  odor  showing  at  once  its  purity, 
known  often  under  the  name  of  tafia  when  aged  in  the  wood.  The 
usine  rum,  on  the  contrary,  is  manufactured  from  the  residue  re- 
maining after  crystallized  sugar  has  been  extracted  from  the  cane 
juice. 

IMPORTS   AND   EXPORTS — TRAl^gPORTATION. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  into  and 
exports  from  Guadeloupe  during  1907  and  1908,  respectively: 


Country. 

1907. 

1908. 

Imports. 

1656,779 

1,660,106 

87,063 

286,226 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

United  States 

$43,730 

3,026,202 

81,177 

16,012 

1652,589 

1,949,090 

84,633 

223,444 

'    154,417 

France 

3, 188, 837 

French  colonies  - ,-.,,--,--.,..,,,,.,,-,-- 

100,740 

Other  countries 

16,902 

Total 

2,648,163 

3,167,130 

2,909,765 

3,360,086 

The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States,  including 
returned  American  goods  valued  at  $163,  in  1908  was  $56,392,  the 
principal  articles  being:  Bav  leaves,  $3,186;  bay  oil,  $2,696;  dried 
goatskins,  $262;  turtle  shells.  $453;  vanilla  beans,  $48,102;  vetiver 
roots,  $1,420;  and  other  articles,  $110. 

The  sugar  factories  are  all  connected  with  their  cane  fields  by 
steam  railway.  Some  also  have  a  system  of  small  tugboats  for  the 
purpose  of  towing  directly  to  the  factories  their  numerous  large  iron 
lighters,  each  of  which  can  hold  from  20  to  30  tons  of  sugar  cane. 

All  the  sugar  from  the  factories  is  shipped  at  Pointe-a-Pitre  on 
cargo  boats  telonging  to  the  French  Transatlantic  Company,  this  line 
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being  specially  freighted,  by  contract,  for  this  transportation.  For- 
merly sailing  vessels,  varying  from  300  to  400  tons,  called,  at  the 
Sorts  of  Moule,  Sainte  -^ime,  and  Saint  FrancJois,  and  carried  to 
lurope  all  cargoes  of  sugar  as  well  as  those  of  rum,  but  as  these  ports 
have  poor  harbors,  the  sugar  planters  have  lately  decided  to  send  all 
their  products  to  Pointe-a-Pitre,  where  they  can  be  safely  embarked. 
Owing  to  this  new  system  the  Transatlantic  Company  has  put  on 
two  small  cargo  boats  of  about  350  tons  each,  which  constantly  run 
to  the  ports  or  Moule,  Sainte  Anne,  and  Saint  Franpois  and  transport 
all  the  products  from  those  places  to  the  large  ocean  cargo  boats  in 
the  haroor  of  Pointe-a-Pitre. 

The  proposal  for  the  Grande-Terre  Railroad  has  been  studied  in 
all  its  phases,  as  it  is  of  economic  interest  to  not  only  Grande-Terre, 
but  also  the  whole  colony  of  Guadeloupe.  It  is  important  that  the 
sugar  of  the  interior  of  Grande-Terre  be  sent  to  Pointe-a-Pitre  without 
difficulty,  and  that  can  be  done  only  by  railway.  When  the  railway 
system  is  estabUshed  the  entire  production  of  the  island  can  he 
brought  directly  to  the  wharves  which  the  Transatlantic  Company  is 
to  build  as  soon  as  this  port  is  put  in  readiness. 

The  sugar  factories  of  Beauport,  Duval,  Blanchet,  Gardelle, 
Duchassaing,  Sainte-Marthe,  Gentilly,  and  Courcelles  will  give  all 
their  sugar  crops  to  the  Grande-Terre  Railway  for  delivery  upon  the 
wharves  of  Pointe-a-Pitre,  thus  avoiding  an  exjpensive  and  long 
delay  in  the  transportation  of  their  products.  Tnese  factories  are 
important  and  desire  to  extend  their  business.  The  railway  wiU 
also  open  up  that  marvelous  zone  of  the  lowlands  so  rich  in  humus. 

MARTINIQUE. 

By  Consul  George  B.  Anderson,  Fort  de  France. 

France  is  the  principal  foreign  market  of  the  chief  products  of 
Martinique,  no  articles  being  exported  in  considerable  quantities  to 
any  other  country.  The  chief  articles  exported  are  sugar,  rum,  and 
cacao,  but  none  of  the  exports  goes  to  the  United  States.     , 

The  French  Government  gives  to  colonial  sugar  manufacturers  a 
rebate  for  sea  transportation,  which  is  about  equal  to  the  freight 
charges  from  a  colonial  port  to  a  French  port.  This  is  equivalent 
to  paying  a  smaU  boimty  on  colonial-grown  sugar.  Almost  the 
entire  output  of  rum  and  all  the  cacao  grown  in  Martinique  go  to 
France,  owing  to  the  fact  that  foreign  rum  pays  a  higher  duty  and 
that  there  is  a  differential  duty  of  50  per  cent  in  favor  of  cacao  raised 
in  the  French  colonies. 

TRADE   CONDmONS   AND  CROPS. 

There  was  an  increase  of  $346,031  in  the  exports  from  Martinique 
during  1908,  but  the  imports  decreased  $109,857.  The  reexports  are 
articles  coming  chiefly  from  France  and  her  colonies.  A  decrease  in 
the  exports  of  cacao  was  due  to  short  crops  in  spite  of  high  prices. 

There  was  an  imusually  large  crop  of  sugar  cane  gathered  in  1908, 
which  explains  the  increase  which  took  place  in  the  exports  of  sugar 
as  well  as  the  corresponding  increase  of  its  by-product,  rum.  Another 
cause  is  that  several  of  the  15  factories  of  tne  island  have  introduced 
improved  machinery. 
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The  small  annual  export  of  coflFee  from  Martinique  goes  to  two  or 
three  firms  in  France,  who  make  a  specialty  of  colonial  coflFee.  Not 
enough  is  grown  here  to  supply  the  needs  of  the  population.  In  the 
last  two  years  about  $56,000  worth  was  imported  for  local  consump- 
tion. 

CoflFee,  which  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  was  one 
of  the  most  important  crops  grown  in  this  island  (in  1827  more  than 
2,000,000  poimds  were  exported),  has  steadily  decreased  in  culti- 
vation till  at  the  present  time  the  amount  raised  is  insignificant. 
About  50  years  ago,  when  it  was  one  of  the  staple  products  of  the 
island,  the  plants  were  almost  completely  destroyed  by  disease. 
There  are  now  no  plantations  in  Martinique,  and  only  small  quanti- 
ties are  grown  in  a  few  gardens  in  the  canton  of  Vauclin. 

IMPORTS  AND   EXPORTS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exports  from  Martinique  for  1907 
and  1908,  respectively: 


Artlckis. 

1907. 

1906. 

Artlctes. 

1907. 

1908. 

Cacao 

1240,690 

4,356 

4,436 

6,020 

1,005,213 

1216,218 

7,644 

2,911 

9,5U 

1,219,937 

Skins 

$15,250 

1,808,667 

18,914 

19,453 

Cassia 

2,049,394 

Coffee 

AlTother  articles 

24,509 

MoiasMn 

Total 

Bum 

3,193,546 

3,539,577 

The  imports  into  Martinique  from  the  United  States,  France,  and 
all  other  countries,  by  articles,  during  1907  and  1908,  respectively, 
were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


1907. 


United 
States. 


France. 


Other 
coon- 
tries. 


1908. 


United 
States. 


France. 


Other 
coun- 
tries. 


Animals:  Males 

Beans  and  peas 

Breadstuffs: 

Com 

Flour 

Coal 

Codfish 

Fertlllxers 

Leather 

Machinery  and  tools 

Metals 

Oils: 

Cotton-seed 

Heavy 

Kerosene 

Paper,  common 

Provisions: 

Beef,  salted 

Butter 

Lard 

Oleomargarin 

Pork,saIted 

Rice 

Soap,  laundry 

Tobacco,  leaf 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Lumber 

Shooks 

Staves 

AH  other  articles 


Total. 


18,438 
13,474 

17,636 
180,806 
240,009 


63,380 

406 

9,826 

299 

102,486 
497 

22,667 
221 

32,607 
3,689 

63,078 
8,929 

14,744 
1,681 


1,514 
6,360 

67,612 
106,669 
44,701 
23,963 


$128 
14,602 

6,486 
70,217 
2,193 
146,629 
1,046 
68,476 
182,067 
60,606 


6,061 

426 

20,710 


3,736 

652 

190 

176 

84,840 

31,019 

301,360 

681 

7,603 
6,400 


661,364 


$1,201 


19,692 


196,336 

641 

12,367 

2,663 


1,967 
*'  "36' 


2,150 
666 


10,200 
6,294 

13,847 
3,116 

6,467 
1,602 


42,006 


$10,171 
10,561 

11,878 
212,381 
196,398 


63,228 
601 

16,224 
664 

98,232 
936 

28,906 
103 

12,624 
2,866 

40,232 
8,673 

15,048 
46 


1,394 
13,340 

73,932 
100,487 
66,046 
23,678 


$28 
9,858 

2,020 
41,437 
3,192 
191,521 
30,617 
59,716 
166,341 
62,461 

6,870 

1,608 

72 

16,259 

16 

4,679 

548 

477 

51 

76,820 

26,306 

221,744 

1,038 

6,745 

6,113 

2,041 

610,664 


1,033,368 


1,683,962 


318,867 


1,004,229 


1,647.121 


$1,628 


31,609 


202,874 

21 

8,290 

1,096 


373 
306 


4 

1,400 


21 
9,411 
5,406 
27,796 

52 

1,939 

18 

154 

82,630 


374,990 
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IMPORTS   FROM   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  increase  in  the  imports  of  leaf  tobacco  from  the  United  States 
in  1908  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  a  large  stock  was  received  by 
merchants  her^  prior  to  the  new  regulations  of  May,  1908.  These 
regulations  forced  the  one  American  tobacco  company  here  to  close 
its  factory.  Almost  its  entire  stock  of  American  leaf  tobacco  im- 
ported in  1908  was  subsequently  reexported. 

The  duty  on  codfish  bemg  prohibitive  all  imports  of  this  article  are 
from  the  French  colony  of  St.  Pierre-Miquelon,  coming  either  directly 
or  by  way  of  France.  At  different  times  in  late  years,  owing  to  the 
high  price  of  codfish  imposed  by  the  French  codiisn  trust  of  Paris,  the 
legislative  council  of  Martinique  has  requested  the  French  Govern- 
ment to  lower  the  duty  and  once  asked  Tor  the  free  entry  of  foreign 
codfish,  but  the  French  colonial  office  refused  to  grant  this  request. 

When  the  price  of  codfish  is  high  there  is  an  increased  importation 
of  salt  beef  from  the  United  States,  but  when  codfish  is  low  in  price 
the  importation  of  salt  beef  falls  off.  The  total  imports  of  codfish  in 
1907  were  valued  at  $145,629,  against  $191,521  in  1908,  while  the 
total  imports  of  salt  beer  in  1907  were  valued  at  $32,645,  against 
$12,544  m  1908. 

The  duty  on  burlap  bags  is  prohibitive.  In  the  last  few  years  the 
legislative  council  of  Martinique  has  frequently  asked  for  the  free 
entry  of  burlap  bags,  but  the  French  colonial  department  refused  to 
grant  the  request. 

DECLINE   IN   IMPORTS  OP  COAL,    SHOCKS,   AND   LABD. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  in  Martinique 
the  CompagnieG6n6raleTransatlantique  coaled  its  vessels  at  St.  Lucia 
and  in  consequence  imported  much  less  coal  from  the  United  States. 
That  is  why  the  imports  of  coal  from  the  United  States  in  1908  were 
less  than  in  1907. 

The  only  leather  imported  from  the  United  States  is  used  for  car- 
riage tops  and  trimmings.  Shoe  leather  and  all  kinds  of  leather  goods 
are  imported  from  France. 

Sugar  shooks  were  formerly  imported  from  the  United  States  in  large 
quantities,  but  there  has  been  a  falling  off  in  these  imports  of  late 
years  because  the  sugar  factories  here  are  now  shipping  their  sugar 
in  bags  imported  from  France. 

The  importations  of  rum  shooks  from  the  United  States  will  greatly 
decrease  in  the  next  few  years  because  of  the  competition  of  the  steam 
cooperage  works  of  Martinique  recently  establisned. 

For  many  years  previous  to  February,  1908,  lard  compound  was 
imported  in  large  quantities  from  the  United  States,  but  the  atten- 
tion of  the  custom-house  authorities  of  Martinique  having  been 
drawn  to  the  fact  that  lard  compound  was  not  lard  at  all,  but  simply 
a  mixture  of  beef  fat  and  vegetable  oil,  called  in  the  French  customs 
tariff  '^alimentary  grease,"  upon  which  there  is  a  prohibitive  dutv, 
importations  of  this  article  rrom  the  United  States  have  entirely 
ceased. 
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HAITI, 

CAPE  HAITIEN. 

By  Consul  Lemuel  W.  Livingston. 

The  only  appreciable  change  in  the  commercial  movements  of  this 
consular  district  during  the  year  1908  was  a  distinct  falling  off  in  the 
volume  of  imports,  due  to  the  increased  depreciation  of  Haitian  cur- 
rency and  a  snortage  in  the  new  coffee  crop,  the  effect  of  which  was 
felt  toward  the  close  of  the  year.  The  continued  new  issues  of  paper 
and  nickel  currency,  without  guaranty,  pushed  the  Haitian  gourde 
down  to  a  gold  value  of  10  cents,  and  the  prices  of  imported  merchan- 
dise became  so  high  that  even  those  in  comparatively  eas^  circum- 
stances whose  incomes  are  in  the  native  currency  abstained  from 
purchasing  all  but  the  barest  necessities.  Sales  therefore  became 
so  small  tnat  general  complaints  were  heard  amon^  local  merchants, 
and  some  became  so  discouraged  that  they  even  hinted  at  the  possi- 
bility of  beii^  forced  to  abandon  the  struggle.  Since  December, 
however,  confidence  has  been  in  a  measure  restored,  exchange  has 
dropped  about  one-half,  and  the  future  looks  more  promising. 

Imports  from  the  United  States  do  not  suffer  so  much  as  those  from 
Europe  during  these  seasons  of  depression  owing  to  their  indispen- 
sable character.  American  flour,  lard,  pork,  codfish,  hams,  herring, 
etc.,  are  necessities  and  can  not  be  dispensed  with  so  easily  as  the  wines, 
crockery,  perfumes,  and  fancy  wearing  apparel  imported  from  Europe. 
The  proportion  of  cotton  goods  imported  from  tne  United  States  has 
increased  during  the  hard  times,  because  they  have  proven  themselves 
to  be  the  most  durable  and  therefore  the  most  economical. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  Cape  Haitien  to  the  United 
States  during  1908  was  $32,099,  the  articles  being:  Coffee,  $5,828; 
goatskins,  $20,626;  logwood  roots,  $5,531 ;  and  wax,  $114. 

OONAIVES  AGENCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  J.  Wh-liam  WoSl. 

The  trade  between  this  district  and  the  United  States  in  1908 
showed  a  decrease,  due  chiefly  to  the  premium  on  gold,  which  reached 
$10  Haitian  currencjr  for  $1  gold. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  Gonaives  from  the  United  States 
during  1908  was  $100,643.  They  consisted  of  the  following  articles: 
Flour,  $31,310;  lard,  $30,600-;  pork,  $25,580;  butter,  $5,640;  cod- 
fish, $3,744;  alewives,  $1,524;  hams,  $1,680;  mackerel,  $375;  and 
beer,  $190. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  Gonaives  to  the  United 
States  during  1907  and  1908  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Beeswax 

Coffee 

^^d= 

Ore 

Goatskins 

Fnstio 

Lignom-vits. 


1907. 

1908. 

$413 
154 

1906 
12.646 

906 

9,139 

32 

6,460 

9,601 

298 

5,113 

Articles. 


Logwood 

Logwood  roots. 

Shellac 

Shells 

Sisal  grass 

Total.... 


1907. 


944,333 

11.643 

279 

108 

200 


72,806 


1906. 


18.601 

5,395 

436 

243 


44,772 
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Honey  culture  was  introduced  during  the  year  into  this  district, 
and  owing  to  its  success  honey  will  be  largely  exported  to  the  United 
States  in  the  future. 


PORT  DB  PAIX  AGENCY. 


By  Consular  Agent  Cakl  Abego. 


Business  in  general  has  shown  no  improvement  dming  1908,  and 
there  has  been  little  opportunity  to  develop  the  natural  resources  of 
the  coimtry.  In  this  agency  district  the  miports  from  the  United 
States  decreased,  while  those  from  Europe  increased.  The  principal 
articles  imported  from  Europe  are  coffee  bags,  corrugated  iron,  wine, 
beer,  and  safety  matches.  No  lumber  was  miported  in  1908,  as  the 
builders  find  stone  and  mortar  cheaper,  besides  insimng  less  danger 
of  fixe. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  shipments  of  cedar  wood,  cocoa,  and 
coffee  to  Europe.  No  coffee  was  exported  to  the  United  States,  and 
but  a  small  amoimt  of  cocoa.  Exports  of  logwood  decreased,  owing 
to  the  poor  prices  offered  by  forei^  buyers.  The  wood  is  becoming 
scarce  m  this  section. 

COTTON   CULTIVATION — IMPORTS  AND   EXPORTS. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  plant  cotton  in  this  region,  and  a  few 
bales  have  been  exported  to  Europe.  The  immediate  neighborhood 
of  Port  de  Paix  is  too  damp  for  cotton  plantations,  but  there  are 
immense  tracts  of  uncultivated  land  west  and  southwest  of  the  town 
very  suitable  for  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  and  the  winter  rains  do 
not  extend  over  10  miles  from  the  city  in  those  directions. 

The  wild  bees  have  been  destroyed  to  a  great  extent,  and  wax  is 
becoming  scarce  on  account  of  the  heedless  sj^stem  of  gathering  wax. 
Several  private  parties  have  established  apiaries  on  a  small  scale 
and  have  exported  samples  of  honey  to  Europe. 

The  total  value  of  imports  into  Port  de  Paix  in  1908  was  $159,176, 
of  which  $151,039  was  from  the  United  States  and  $8,137  from  Europe. 
The  total  exports  in  the  same  year  amoimted  to  $207,238,  of  which 
Europe  took  articles  valued  at  $168,175  and  the  United  States 
$39,063.  The  principal  articles  shipped  to  Europe  were:  Coffee, 
$95,350;  cocoa,  $34,550;  logwood,  $24,055;  wax,  $4,930;  cedar  wood, 
$2,960,  and  .cotton,  $2,750. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  Port  de  Paix  to  the  United 
States  during  1907  and  1908,  respectively,  is  shown  in  the  following 
statement : 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Cocoa 

$11,271 
7,862 

1,146 
13,744 
41,224 

$5,261 
3,528 

1,093 
944 

27,412 

Wax. 

$2,479 
8,519 

$517 

Skins 

All  other 

308 

Wood: 

Cedar  

Total 

86,245 

39,063 

T/lgniiTn-vit|B 

1 

Logwood 
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PORT-AU-PRINCE. 

By  Consul  John  B.  Terres. 

Speculation  by  a  few  brokers  caused  the  rate  of  exchange  to  reach 
$10.40  for  $1  American  currency  during  the  year,  but  this  has  been 
gradually  reduced  to  $5.25  and  pending  legislation  will  doubtless 
put  a  stop  to  this  speculative  practice,  raper  money  to  the  amoimt 
of  $533,827  was  withdrawn  from  circulation  and  burned  during  the 
year,  and  between  $60,000  and  $70,000  continues  to  be  withdrawn 
each  month,  which  will  also  have  a  good  effect  in  reducing  the  rate 
of  exchange. 

Notwit&tanding  unsteady  monetary  conditions,  imports  from  the 
United  States  showed  an  increase  of  $223,635  over  those  of  1907. 
The  tables  of  imports  do  not  include  many  of  the  items,  such  as 
railroad  supplies  and  machinery  of  various  kinds,  the  most  of  which 
is  imported  from  the  United  States  and  which  enters  free  of  duty. 
The  imports  from  England  for  1908  showed  an  increase  of  $46,923; 
from  France  a  decrease  of  $52,113,  and  from  Germany  a  decrease  of 
$11,522.  In  American  provisions  there  was  a  considerable  increase 
and  many  new  articles  were  added  to  the  list.  Dry  goods,  hardware, 
drugs  and  druggists'  sundries,  paints  and  oils,  and  furniture  all 
showed  increases.  Glass  and  tableware  do  not  compare  so  favorably, 
because  of  the  heavy  breakage  in  transit  due  to  improper  packing  by 
American  exporters.  Germany  and  France  leaa  in  this  class  of 
goods,  the  imports  being  of  an  ordinary  kind  and  low  priced,  but 
the  styles  seem  to  meet  popular  demand. 

There  appears  to  be  a  great  desire  on  the  part  of  the  present 
administration  to  encourage  all  kinds  of  agricultural  development, 
which,  together  with  concessions  granted  for  the  construction  of 
railroads,  wharves,  and  electric  plants  and  for  the  development  of 
mines,  will  tend  very  much  to  augment  the  imports  from  the  United 
States,  as  all  of  the  supplies  required  will  be  purchased  there. 

LABOE   IMPORTS   FROM   THE   UNrTED   STATES. 

Of  the  total  imports  into  Haiti,  amounting  to  $4,701,161,  the 
United  States  supplied  $3,316,827;  England,  $466,836;  France, 
$552,461;  Germany,  $134,075;  and  all  other  countries,  $230,962. 
The  American  imports  included: 


Articles. 


Coal,  hard  and  soft tons. 

Lumber: 

Pitch  pine feet. 

Shingles number. 

Oils: 

Cotton  seed gallons. 

Harness do... 

Kerosene do... 

Lard do... 

Linseed do... 

Machine do . . . 

Olive do... 

Sperm do... 

Provisions: 

Butter pounds. 

Flour oarrels. 

Lard potmds. 

Meats- 
Salt  beef. barrels. 

Salt  pork do... 

Hogs'  heads,  pickled do. . . 


Quantity. 


Articles. 


1,810 

2,096.936 
28,500 

6,755 

48 

619,755 

1,089 

12,445 

2,575 

124 

60 

440,356 

132,213 

2,804,080 

1,962 
9,510 
3,189 


Provisions— Continued. 

Soap,  laundry pounds. 

Sugar,  cut  loaf do. . . 

TaDow do... 

Skins,  tanned dozen. 

Textiles: 

Calico  Ifrints yards. 

Cotton  cloth- 
White do... 

Unbleached do. . . 

Checks do. . . 

Denims do... 

Drills do... 

Nankinets do . . . 

Tobacco pounds. 


Quantity. 


4,877,034 

879,607 

42,672 

1,680 

1,182,900 

2,750,278 
2,285,225 
22,020,550 
2,029,422 
1,983,998 
2,071,126 
763,544 
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Exports  from  the  district  for  1908  showed  a  decrease  in  shipments 
of  dye  woods,  owing  to  low  prices  in  the  United  States  and  Europe. 
There  were  also  less  cotton,  cotton  seeds,  honey,  and  castor-oil 
beans  exported.  The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States 
from  Port-au-Prince  and  the  agencies  at  Aux  Cayes  and  Jeremie 
was»as  follows: 


Articles. 

Port-au- 
Prince. 

Aux 
Cayes. 

Jeremie.              .Vrticles. 

1 

Port-tti:- 
Prince. 

Aux 
Cayes. 

Jeremie. 

Beeswax 

$2,677 

449 

4,571 

755 

29,830 

1,689 

1,848 

168 

$3,632 

2,613 

910 

85 
8,123 

$1,250 
88.377 

Snecie,  Haltien 

Wood: 

Fustic 

$941 

2,145 

6,096 

18,365 

68 

135 

$3,935 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

Conner  and  brass, 

Lignum-vltse... 

Loewood 

1         Mahogany 

All  other  articles... 

Total 

1,525 
2,850 

Ooatslcins 

8,949 

$40 

Gum  guiac 

1,054 

Iloney 

448 
1,238 

Shell..".!'.!'.".!!;!!!! 

150 

70,337 

25,269 

99,820 

DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC- 
REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Consul-General  Fenton  R.  McCreery,  Santo  Dominoo. 

The  exports  from  the  Dominican  Republic  in  1908  were  valued 
at  $9,486,344,  an  increase  of  $1,847,908  over  1907.  The  imports 
were  valued  at  $5,127,463,  a  decrease  of  $71,342. 

As  the  exports  are  in  the  main  agricultural  products  the  increase 
in  their  value  indicates  an  increased  production  during  1908.  The 
price  of  cocoa  was  lower  than  in  1907,  as  was  the  price  of  tobacco, 
feugar  commanded  a  higher  price.  The  increase  in  the  quantity  of 
Dominican  products  exported  was  considerable.  More  land  was 
planted  and  more  labor  employed.  The  purchasing  capacity  of  the 
coimtry  is  increasing. 

DISTRIBUTION   OF   IMPORTS. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  amounte<l  in  value  to  $2,89 1 ,722, 
or  66.4  per  cent  of  the  total  for  1908.  Germany  supplied  16.9  per 
cent  of  tne  imports,  the  principal  items  being  rice  of  loreign  produc- 
tion, valued  at  $341,166;  provisions,  $95,713;  cotton  goods,  $87,632; 
malt  liquors,  $56,269;  fiber  manufactures,  $38,953;  iron  and  steel 
manufactures,  $40,085;  earthen,  stone,  and  china  ware,  $29,717;  and 
agricultural  implements,  $18,329. 

The  United  Kingdom  came  third  with  16.3  per  cent  of  the  imports, 
the  leading  articles  being  cotton  manufactures  worth  $466,031;  iron 
and  steel  manufactures,  $167,130;  fiber  manufactures,  $80,992;  and 
woolen  goods,  $21 ,823.      • 

The  imports,  by  countries,  during  1908  were  as  follows: 


Country. 


United  States 

Belgium 

Cuba 

France 

Oemiany 

Italy 


Value. 


$2,891,722 

3.356 

3,772 

212,002 

868.230 

116,428 


Country. 


Porto  Rico 


Spain.. 
United 


^nlted  Kingdom... 
All  other  countries. 

Total 


Value. 


173,983 
123,194 
788.62! 
47.156 


6,127,463 
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The  imports  from  the  United  States  in 
$2,891,722,  an  increase  of  $28,013  over  1907. 
values  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


1908   were  valued   at 
The  articles  and  their 


Articles. 

Value. 

i 

ArUcles. 

Value. 

Agricultural  implements 

915,095 

825 

352 

4,669 

303,096 

28,788 

65,072 

31,569 

504,646 

1,251 

66.256 

113,086 

5,164 

15,044 

358,688 

96,235 

15,282 

2,919 

886,994 

6  250 

Leather  and  leather  goods 

S87,187 

Aoimals: 

Malt  liquors 

5,064 

18,489 

214,147 

10,461 

Horses  and  mules 

Metals,  and  manufactures  of,  n.  e.  s. . . . 
Oils 

Other 

Books,  maps,  etc 

Paints.  Diinnents.  and  colors 

Breadstuffs: 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of 

16,557 

Flour,  wheat 

Perftimery  and  cosmetics ... 

2,63G 

Other 

Provisions 

113  373 

rtipniicals,  drugs,  and  dy«i 

Rice 

3.680 

Coal '. T.'. '. 

Rubber  £oods 

6,205 

Cotton,  manufoctures  of 

Soap 

60,883 

Earthen,  stone,  and  china  ware 

Sugar  and  confectionery . 

95,969 

Fibers,  v^retable,  manufactures  of 

Ft?h  and  nsh  products 

tTmbr«»Hfls  and  canes , .' 

508 

Vegetables 

18,827 

Friiits  and  nuts 

Vehicles 

29,151 

(i]asi  and  glassware 

wines,  liquors,  etc 

648 

Gold  and  sliver  currency 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of 

137,982 

Grease .' 

Wool,  and  manufactures  of 

2,116 

Gums  Mid  renins ... 

All  other  articles 

90,568 

TTatfl  And  ^hitm 

Total 

Iron  and  stfM^l,  manufacture*  of    . 

2,801,722 

Jewelry,  uratches,  and  clocks .... 

WHAT  THE   REPUBLIC   SELLS. 

Of  the  total  exports  amounting  to  $9,486,344  during  1908, 
$4,212,449  went  to  tne  United  States,  or  $883,431  more  than  m  1907. 
This  was  due  mainly  to  the  increase  in  the  production  and  advance 
in  the  price  of  sugar,  of  which  the  United  States  purchased  $3,079,162 
worth,  only  $13,267  less  than  the  total  of  this  article  exported. 

Germany  purchased  $7,840  more  than  the  United  States,  or  44.49 
per  cent  or  tne  exports  from  the  Repubhc,  an  increase  of  $1,470,666 
over  1907.  Cocoa  was  purchased  by  Germany  to  the  value  of 
$2,895,630;  tobacco,  nearly  the  total  export,  $1,260,335;  coffee, 
$142,448;  wax,  $86,613,  and  hides  and  skins,  $64,784.  , 

France  came  third  on  the  list  of  buyers,  the  principal  purchases 
being  cocoa  valued  at  $735,239;  coffee,  $124,180,  and  tobacco,  $19,932. 

The  destination  of  the  exports,  by  countries,  was  as  follows: 


Country. 

Value. 

Country. 

Value. 

United  States 

$4,212,449 

26,105 

907,898 

4,220,289 

13,268 

19.955 

flpain 

$339 

Cuba 

ifnlted  Kingdom 

20,038 

France 

All  other  countries 

66,002 

Total 

itaiv...:..";:::.......... ........... 

Porto  Rico 

9,486,344 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  for  the  past  year  are  shown  in 
detail  as  follows: 


Articles. 

Value. 

ArUcIes. 

Value. 

Bananas . . . 

$234,000 
637,946 

16,561 
27,021 
89,857 
3,940 
63,907 
3,079,162 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures  of 

$21,449 

Cacao 

Wax..  .  .         I         .... 

11,605 

6,967 
6,873 
11,668 
10,803 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  dyes,  materials 
for 

Wood: 

Mahogany .... 

Coffee 

T4fiTinm-vitffi 

Currency  (United  States) 

0^™       ::;::.::.. 

Giinis  and  resins. . . 

All  other  articles 

Hides  and  nlrins 

Total 

Sugar,  raw 

4,212,449 
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TRADE  OPPORTUNITIES — ^DEVELOPMENT  AND  PROGRESS. 

The  aggregate  foreign  trade  of  the  Republic  has  risen  from 
$9,992,361  in  1905  to  $14,613,807  in  1908.  This  is  a  market  growing 
in  importance  and  worthy  the  attention  of  American  commercid 
houses.  SUght  effort  has  been  made  by  American  firms  to  extend 
trade  in  this  country.  TraveUng  salesmen  should  be  sent  who  speak 
Spanish  and  who  will  remain  a  sufficient  time  to  establish  personal 
relations  with  buyers  and  to  understand  the  exact  reauirements  of 
Dominicans.  Since  they  are  accustomed  to  a  certain  snaped  ax,  for 
example,  it  is  not  probable  that  Dominicans  will  purchase  another 
shape. 

With  56.4  per  cent  of  the  imports  coining  from  the  United  States 
with  Uttle  effort  and  with  regular  steamers  plying  directly  to  Amer- 
ican ports,  it  is  apparent  that  an  effort  would  bring  about  an 
increase  of  American  trade.  As  the  vast  natural  resources  of  the 
RepubUc  are  developed  the  market  must  constantly  increase.  Capi- 
tal is  being  attracted  by  the  natural  resources  of  the  country,  and 
increased  interest  in  its  mineral  and  timber  riches  is  apparent. 

The  Government  is  maturing  its  plans  for  pubHc  worKs  which  will 
aid  in  the  development  of  the  unexploited  resources  of  the  RepubHc. 
Among  those  already  undertaken  are  the  making  of  roads,  the  con- 
struction of  irrigation  systems,  and  the  improvement  and  extension 
of  the  government  railroad.  The  department  of  agriculture  labors 
to  improve  the  quality  of  products  ana  agricultural  methods.  A  gov- 
ernment wireless  station  has  been  estabhshed. 

In  the  city  of  Santo  Domingo  streets  have  been  greatly  improved, 
sewers  laid,  and  public  buildings  repaired  and  enlarged.  The  mouth 
of  the  Ozama  River  has  been  dredged  and  vessels  now  unload  at  the 
wharves. 

TRADE  OF  THE  PORT  OF  SANTO  DOMINGO. 

The  value  of  the  exports  declared  at  the  port  of  Santo  Domingo 
and  agencies  to  the  United  States  in  1908  was  $3,293,406.  Of  tms 
amount  Santo  Domingo  supplied  articles  worth  $544,446,  and  the 
agencies  of  Azua,  Macoris,  and  Sanchez,  $286,854,  $1,155,865,  and 
$1,306,241,  respectively.     The  articles  and  values  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Value. 


Articles. 


Value. 


8ANTO  DOMINGO. 


Cacao 

Cacaoa 

Coffee 

Coffeea 

Hides  and  skins. . . 
Hides  and  skins  a . 

Honeyo 

Sugar 

Sugara 

Tortoise  shell 

Wax 

Waxa 

AH  other  articles.. 


Total.. 


135,201 

137,620 

961 

32,950 

4,020 

60 

7,606 

265,018 

2,020 

510 

153 

50,435 

7,872 

544,446 


Coffee 

Gum 

Hides  and  skins. . . 

Honey 

Sugar 

Wax 

Wood: 

Limum-vitffi . 

Mahogany 

Walnut 

Other 

All  other  articles. . 


18,061 
5,820 

13,480 

3,538 

228,500 

5,100 

4,836 
4,427 
1,024 
1,958 
9,201 


Total.. 


286,854 


a  Declared  for  reshlpment  to  Europe. 
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Artlelef. 

Value. 

Artldea. 

Vahift. 

MACORIS. 

Oac«o 

183,620 
6,940 

8ANCHBZ— continued. 

Hides  and  sUns 

Wax 

Mahogany 

12,066 
8,638 

Aifothwirddes**!!!!!;!!;!;!;!'.!;;!;! 

Wood 

AU  other  articles 

3,019 
260 

l,155.aS6 

Total 

TotaL 

1,306,241 

aANCHBX. 

1,204,096 
1,643 

Grand  total 

3,208,406 

Cacfto 

Coffee 

There  were  also  shipped  from  the  port  of  Santo  Domingo  to  Porto 
Rico  in  1908  articles  valued  at  $7,834.  The  leading  items  were: 
Cane  worth  $1,433;  sole  leather,  $5,485;  hides,  $671;  and  mahogany, 
$220. 

PUERTO  PLATA. 

By  Consul  Ralph  J.  Totten. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  Puerto  Plata  for  1908  was  $4,202,547. 
This  was  a  gain  of  $512,264  over  1907,  when  the  total  was  $3,690,283. 
The  share  of  the  United  States  of  the  total  trade  in  1908  was  $1,815,- 
768.  The  total  exports  in  1908  were  $2,600,005,  as  compared  with 
$2,072,631  in  1907,  a  gain  of  $527,374.  Of  this  amount  the  United 
States  took  $923,638,  or  35  per  cent  of  the  total.  This  was  an 
increase  of  $303,143  over  the  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1907. 

Cacao,  the  principal  article  of  export  to  both  American  and  Euro- 
pean markets,  shows  a  marked  increase,  this  port  alone  shipping 
11,112,929  pounds,  valued  at  $1,198,298.  This  exceeded  the  ship- 
ments of  1907  bv  5,820,943  pounds. 

Tobacco,  which  has  the  second  place  in  the  exports,  showed  a 
slight  falling  off  in  shipments,  16,619,264  pounds  being  shipped  in 
1908,  as  compared  with  17,997,923  pounds  m  1907.  Of  this  amount 
the  United  States  took  only  9,095  pounds,  the  remainder  going  to  Euro- 
pean markets. 

Bananas  also  showed  a  small  loss,  631,000  bunches  being  shipped 
in  1908,  as  compared  with  639.500  in  1907.  It  is  almost  certain  tnat 
the  1909  crop  will  show  a  still  greater  loss,  as  at  least  two-thirds  of 
the  plants  were  destroyed  by  the  hurricane  of  September  12,  1908. 

Coflfee  showed  a  considerable  increase,  1,938,004  pounds  being 
exported  in  1908,  against  721,074  pounds  in  1907.  There  is,  however, 
a  constantly  decreasing  acreage  or  coflFee  under  cultivation  each  year. 
Cacao  has  shown  a  better  percentage  of  profit,  and  estate  owners 
are  planting  it  instead  of  coflFee. 

Cabinet  and  construction  woods,  as  mahogany,  satin  wood,  lignum- 
vit»,  etc.,  formerly  quite  important  items  in  the  exports  of  this 
island,  have  steadily  decreased  in  shipments  for  the  last  ten  years. 
There  are  still  considerable  quantities  of  mahogany  and  other  cabinet 
woods  in  the  Republic,  but  it  will  be  practically  impossible  to  get 
the  logs  to  the  seaports  until  better  transportation  facilities  are  se- 
cured. 
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COMMEBCIAL  BELATIONB. 
EXPORTS — SALES  TO  THE   UNITED   STATES. 


The  exports  from  Puerto  Plata  to  all  countriies  for  1907  and  1908, 
in  quantities,  were  as  follows : 


Artides. 

1007. 

1006. 

Articles. 

1007. 

1008. 

BananM bunches. . 

Cioao pounds.. 

Cigarettes do.... 

Coffee do.... 

Com do.... 

Hides do.... 

Honey do.... 

630,500 
5,201,086 
235,356 
721,074 
30,470 
273,103 
1,800 

631,000 
11,112,020 

Skins,  goat pounds.. 

Tobacco do 

Wax do.... 

Wood: 

Mahogany feet.. 

Lignum-yitiB . . .  tons. . 

other feet.. 

118,466 

17,007,023 

130,860 

11,421 
152 

44,  ns 

41,480 

16,610,264 

122,868 

1,038,004 

17,465 

213,803 

1,305 

11,562 

4 

25,436 

The  Talue  of  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908  was  $923,638, 
against  $620,495  in  1907.  The  quantities  and  values  are  shown  in 
the  following  comparative  table: 


Articles. 


^ .bunches. 

Cacao ...  ^ pounds . 

Coffee do... 

.tons. 


BUkts doien. 

Hard  woods feet. 

Hides pounds. 

Metalloid do... 

do. 


Skins. 

Tobaoeo 

Wax 

All  other  artkles.. 


.do... 
.do... 


Total 

Returned  American  goods.. 


Grand  total. 


1007. 


Quantity.      Value. 


630,500 

1,150,348 

72,580 

80 

428 

42,528 

4,107 

87,042 

118,466 

187,553 

220 


$322,241 

238,065 

6,440 


3,003 

610 

5,186 

40,660 

0,444 

55 

860 


610,000 
1,405 


620,405 


1008. 


Quantity.     Value. 


631,000 

4,030,540 

250,001 

33 


7,475 
3,510 
2,183 
56,043 
0,006 
6,600 


8312,880 

557,280 

26,280 

.     338 


040 
401 
241 
20,740 
418 
1,870 
045 


022,275 
1,363 


023,688 


DECREASE  IN  IMPORTS. 

The  total  imports  into  this  port  in  1908  were  $1,602,542,  as  com- 

Eared  with  $1,617,651  in  1907,  a  loss  of  $15,109.  Of  this  amount  the 
Tnited  States  supplied  $892,130,  or  about  56  per  cent  of  the  totid 
imports.  This  is  an  increase  over  the  share  of  the  United  States  in 
1907,  when  it  supplied  52  per  cent  of  the  total. 

The  decrease  in  the  total  amoimt  results  from  the  fact  that  in  1907 
the  imports  were  especially  large,  due  to  a  general  shortage  of  food 
crops  on  the  island.  This  necessitated  the  importation  of  imusual 
quantities  of  food  products.  Another  item  that  swelled  the  imports 
for  1907  was  the  purchase  of  rolling  stock  and  materiab  for  the 
Santiago-Moca  Railway. 

The  principal  imports,  in  the  order  of  their  importance,  and  the 
percentage  or  each  item  coming  from  the  United  States,  were  as  fol- 
lows: Manufactures  of  cotton,  of  which  the  United  States  supplied 
nearly  49  per  cent;  manufactures  of  iron  and  steel,  80  per  cent;  rice, 
less  than  1  per  cent;  oils,  96  per  cent;  provisions  (meat  and  dairy 
products),  38  per  cent;  sugar  and  confectionery,  95  per  cent;  pre- 
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served  fish,  97  per  cent;  leather  and  manufactures  of,  80  per  cent; 
manufactures  or  fiber,  rope,  etc.,  6  per  cent;  drugs  and  chemicals, 
70  per  cent;  and  jewelry,  watches,  and  clocks.  6  per  cent. 

The  value  of  the  articles  imported  into  Puerto  Plata  and  the 
share  of  the  United  States  in  eacn  during  1908  are  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing statement : 


Articles. 


Agricultural  implemeiits. 

Animals,  live 

Books,  eio 

Breadstufis: 

Flour,  wheat 

other 

Chemicals,  drugs,  etc 

Coal 

Cotton,  manuiacturee  of. 

Currency 

Earthen  and  china  ware . 

FUwrs,  rope,  etc 

Fish,  preserved 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Olasswara 

Grease 

Ornna  and  resins. 

Hats  and  caps 

iron  and  steel 

Jewelry,  watches,  etc 


United 
States. 


I3,a09 

146 

1,487 

85,924 

7,516 

22,118 

13,584 

224,g06 

83,311 

125 

1,881 

37, 161 

1,068 

4,281 

15,944 

6,018 

605 

118,945 

1,661 


Total. 


$12,324 
2,446 
4,368 

85,924 
8,842 

30,743 

13,584 
462,359 

83,311 
8,873 

35,093 

88,357 
1,900 
6,774 

17,156 
6,848 

20,647 
148,399 

26,176 


Articles. 


Leather,  and  manuiiactures  of 

Malt  liquors 

oils 

Paints  and  colore 

Paper 

Perftimery ,  etc 

Provisions 

Rice 

Rubber, manufactures  of 

Soap 

Sugar  and  confectionery 

Vegetables 

VeBcleB 

Wines,  etc 

Wood,  manufactures  of 

Wool,  manufactures  of 

AU  other  articles 

Total 


United 
States. 


128,802 
3,373 

66,142 

2,943 

4,653 

965 

24,234 
1,154 
1,064 

14,621 

44,845 

2,667 

4,004 

314 

22,161 
1,325 

38,804 


892,130 


Total. 


$35,747 
23,657 
68,606 

3,887 
14,254 

6,179 
64,572 
147,780 

1,305 
14,768 
47,440 

4,781 

4,120 
12,728 
26,325 
18.565 
03,615 


1,602,542 


COMMERCIAL  OUTLOOK. 


The  prospects  for  1909  seem  entirely  favorable  for  a  lai^e  in- 
crease in  the  commerce  of  this  district.  There  are  quite  a  numoer  of 
industrial  projects  on  foot  which  will  put  money  into  circulation, 
rive  employment  to  the  laborers,  and  give  a  general  impetus  toward 
better  trade  conditions.  The  (jovemment  has  negotiated  a  loan  of 
several  millions  of  dollars  to  be  used  in  public  works,  harbor  improve- 
ments, and  road  building.  The  most  important  of  the  projected 
enterprises  in  this  district  are  the  deepening  of  the  Puerto  Plata 
harbor;  the  improving  and  regrading  of  the  government  railway  from 
Puerto  Plata  to  Santiago;  the  completion  or  the  government  railway 
from  Santiago  to  Moca;  the  irrigation  of  the  barren  tract  in  the 
province  of  Monte  Cristi,  west  of  tne  Yaoui  River;  and  the  reclama- 
tion of  a  swampy  tract  bordering  on  Manzanillo  Bay,  also  in  the 
province  of  Monte  Cristi.  , 

Some  of  the  enterprises  contemplated  by  private  capital  are  a  new 
waterworks  system  for  Santiago;  a  large  water-power  electric  plant 
to  supplv  municipal  and  private  lighting  for  the  cities  of  Puerto 
Plata  and  Santiago ;  a  railway  from  Santiago  to  Monte  Cristi;  and  the 
erection  of  an  up-to-date  saw  and  planing  mill  to  supply  the  Republic 
with  building  lumber. 

Another  fact  that  tends  to  increase  commercial  activity  is  the  appear- 
ance in  the  field  of  the  Dominican  Steamship  Company,  which  has 
chartered  two  Norwegian  steamers  and  placed  them  in  operation 
between  New  York  and  the  Dominican  ports.  This  not  omy  gives 
increased  transportation  facilities,  but  has  caused  a  material  reduc- 
tion in  the  tariff  of  freight  rates. 

Although  the  United  States  supplied  56  per  cent  of  the  total  imports 
into  this  city  in  1908,  imquestionably  a  much  larger  share  or  the 
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business  could  be  secured  if  the  American  manufacturers  and  export- 
ers would  make  an  active,  intelligent  effort  to  that  end.  There  are 
certain  lines  of  merchandise  that  are  imported  entirely  from  European 
points.  This  is  due  in  some  cases  to  the  low  prices  at  which  the  goods 
are  offered,  in  others  to  the  longer  credits  given,  but  in  most  cases 
apparently  to  the  apathy  of  American  firms. 

feome  of  the  most  important  of  the  articles  purchased  entirely 
from  Europe  are  charcoal  stoves  and  iron  pots,  corrugated  iron  and 
zinc  for  roofing  and  walls  from  England;  granite  and  enamel  ware, 
flat  and  table  ware  in  the  cheaper  grades,  pianos  and  rice  from  Ger- 
many ;  tableware  in  plate  and  sterling  silver,  and  fine  dress  goods  from 
France;  jewelry  from  Italy;  and  wine  from  Spain. 

UNITED   STATES   SHOULD   SUPPLY  LARGER   SHARE  OP  IMPORTS. 

There  are  several  lines  of  merchandise  imported  in  part  from  the 
United  States  of  which  it  should  supply  a  much  larger  share.  Only 
about  one-fourth  of  the  agricultural  implements  imported  into  this 
district  are  of  American  make.  This  is  a  condition  that  could  not 
exist  if  American  agricultural  implements  and  tools  were  introduced 
by  intelligent  agents  who  could  demonstrate  the  utility  of  the  articles. 
Cheap  ready-made  clothing  of  drill  or  cotton  cloth  is  almost  imknown. 
The  cheapest  two-piece  suit  obtainable  costs  about  $6  and  must  be 
ordered  from  a  tailor.  Dairy  products,  canned  butter,  etc.,  come 
almost  entirely  from  Denmark,  and  are  so  expensive  as  to  be  classed 
as  luxuries.  , 

Reason  would  point  to  the  United  States  as  the  legitimate  base 
from  which  this  country  should  draw  its  supplies.  The  United  States 
enjoys  better  transportation  facilities,  cheaper  freight  rates,  and  is 
nearer  than  its  competitors,  but  the  latter  send  their  traveling  sales- 
men and  the  United  States  does  not.  Catalogues  are  all  right,  but  to 
replace  old  favorites  and  to  establish  new  lines  something  more  con- 
vincing than  pictures  and  printed  words  is  needed. 

The  need  or  a  parcels-post  convention  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Dominican  Repuolic  is  generally  felt.  This  country  has  such 
a  convention  with  France,  which  practically  means  Europe,  as  the 
other  countries  can  send  packages  via  France.  This  is  a  great  handi- 
cap for  American  goods.  A  large  share  of  the  imports  of  this  district 
come  by  parcels  post.  The  ^eater  part  of  the  plated  and  sterling 
silver,  jewelry,  dress  goods,  suitings  and  ladies'  fine  wear  are  brought 
into  the*country  in  this  manner. 

The  number  of  vessels  calling  at  Puerto  Plata  in  1908  was  122,  of 
142,619  tons.  Of  this  number  31  vessels  of  54,821  tons  were  from 
the  United  States;  35  of  41,209  tons  from  Germany;  13  of  24,878  tons 
from  France;  39  of  20,737  tons  from  Norway;  3  of  918  tons  from  Eng- 
land; and  1  of  56  tons  from  the  Netherlands. 

TRADE   OF  THE   AGENCIES. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  (including  goods  returned  for 
repairs  valued  at  $53)  from  the  Monte  Cristi  agency  to  the  United 
States  in  1908  was  $46,222,  against  $42,307  in  1907  and  $48,632  in 
1906.  The  leading  items  in  1908  were:  Goat  skins  worth  $21,234; 
logwood,  $14,532:  fustic,  $4,097:  specie,  $3,309:  and  satinwood, 
$1,846, 
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The  total  imports  into  Monte  Cristi  in  1908  were  valued  at  $139,819, 
of  which  the  United  States  supplied  articles  worth  $98,864.  The 
principal  articles  from  the  Umted  States  were  as  follows:  Cotton 
goods,  valued  at  $27,028:  manufactures  of  iron  and  steel,  $12,410; 
wheat  flour,  $10,703;  oils,  $10,133;  soap.  $5,241;  preserved  fish, 
$4,677;  provisions,  $3,462;  sugar  and  coniectionery,  $3,940;  manu- 
factures of  wood,  $2,430;  leather  and  leather  goods,  $3,648;  vehicles, 
$1,122;  chemicals,  (urugs,  and  dyes,  $2,114;  and  agricultural  imple- 
ments, $1,133. 

The  value  of  the  exports  declared  at  the  Samana  agency  to  the 
United  States  in  1908  was  $191,929,  against  $211,284  m  1907  and 
$83,590  in  1906.  The  principal  articles  in  1908  were  as  follows: 
Cacao  worth  $188,441;  cocoanuts,  $1,295;  wax,  $548;  copra,  $486; 
hides,  $476;  and  woods,  $300. 

Of  the  total  imports  into  Samana  in  1908,  valued  at  $140,857,  the 
United  States  supplied  articles  worth  $91,551,  the  leading  items  being 
as  follows:  Manufactures  of  wood  valued  at  $23,726;  ^ease,  etc., 
$14,343;  cotton  goods,  $9,580;  wheat  flour,  $7,057;  oils,  $4,842; 
gums  and  resins,  $6,621;  provisions,  $4,037;  fish,  $4,280;  and  iron 
and  steel,  $3,044. 
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ARGENTINA. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul-general  Richard  M.  Bartlbman,  Buenos  Aires. 

Before  giving  detailed  statistics  showing  the  year  1908  to  have 
been  one  of  sound  and  constant  progress  for  the  Argentine  Republic; 
it  is  deemed  advisable,  in  view  of  the  manj  inquiries  that  have  been 
received  from  almost  every  State  in  the  Umon,  to  give  a  short  descrip- 
tion of  the  Republic,  which  is  second  in  size  and  in  population  and 
first  in  total  forei^  commerce  in  South  America.  Its  area,  1 ,129,400 
square  miles,  is  shghtly  less  than  one-third  of  that  of  the  present  con- 
tinental United  States,  and  its  population,  estimated  by  the  National 
Demographic  Office  at  6,484,000  on  January  1,  1909,  is  approxi- 
mately one-thirteenth  of  that  of  the  United  States,  making  aoout  six 
persons  to  the  square  mile. 

While  96  per  cent  of  the  white  population  of  the  United  States  in 
1806  belonged  to  two  branches  of  the  Aryan  race,  the  Germanic  and 
the  Celtic,  and  spoke  the  same  lan^age,  the  equally  numerous  popu- 
lation of  Argentina  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1909  is  extremely 
heterogeneous,  due  to  the  fact  that  its  increase  through  immigration 
has  taken  pkce  coincidentally  with  the  great  improvements  in  ocean 
transportation  that  have  occurred  within  the  last  30  years,  the 
numerically  dominant  component  factors  being  the  Iberic  and  Italian 
groups  of  the  Latin  branch  of  the  Aryan  race.  Fully  three-quarters 
of  the  capital  that  bears  Argentina  along  the  road  of  progress  is,  how- 
ever, controlled  by  members  of  the  Germanic  races — nearly  all  of  it 
by  British  subjects,  a  little  of  it  by  Grermans,  and  a  very  small 
proportion  by  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

CLIMATE   AND  PEODUCT8. 

It  is  as  far  from  the  northern  to  the  southern  boundary  of  Argentina 
as  it  is  from  Denver  to  New  York  City,  and  this  great  extent  of  terri- 
tory has  as  many  diflFerent  varieties  of  climate  as  are  to  be  found 
between  Labrador  and  Florida.  The  greater  part  of  the  country  is 
settled  and  capable  of  yielding  returns  from  the  natural  soil,  either  by 
more  or  less  elementary  processes  of  tillage  or  by  various  methods  of 
irrigation  and  afforestation. 

Aa  three-eighths  of  the  total  area  of  the  country  susceptible  of  use 
for  cultivation  and  pasturage  have,  after  thirty  years  of  very  uninten- 
sive  development,  made  Argentina  the  first  nation  in  the  world  in 
the  exportation  of  Unseed,  the  second  in  the  world's  exportation  of 
wheat,  com,  and  meat  products,  the  second  in  the  world's  production 
of  com,  the  third  in  the  exportation  of  wool  and  in  the  total  number 
of  cattle  and  sheep,  the  fiftn  in  the  wofld's  production  of  wheat,  the 
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seTenth  in  the  exportation  of  cane  su^ar,  and  the  twelfth  in  the  world's 
production  of  wine,  it  will  readily  be  understood  that  Argentina  is 
able  to  produce  the  basic  necessities  of  Ufe — grain  and  meat — ^not 
only  in  quantities  amply  sufficient  for  its  own  needs,  but  also  in  suffi-  ' 
cient  quantities  to  give  it  a  cojtnmanding  position  in  the  world's  mar- 
kets by  their  exportation;  and  as  Argentina  j>ossesses  minerals  and 
other  sources  of  wealth  which  are  capable  of  great  development,  its 
future  will,  in  all  probabihty,  present  many  features  analogous  to  the 
marvelous  economic  expansion,  combined  with  gradually  increasing 
growth  and  intensiveness  of  manufactures,  that  marks  the  advance 
of  the  United  States  from  1825  to  the  present  day,  though  many  of 
the  difficult  problems  that  confront  every  new  and  rapidly  growing 
country  must  be  solved  by  Argentina  in  the  years  to  come. 

IMMIOBATION. 

The  increase  of  population  during  the  year  1908  was  due  not  merely 
to  the  imusually  large  immigration,  255,710  persons  in  all^  but  also 
to  the  very  hiffh  birth  rate  throughout  the  country.  While  Ai^en- 
tina  received  dmost  as  few  immigrants  during  the  first  47  years  of 
its  existence  as  an  independent  nation  as  the  United  States  did  during 
a  similar  period,  the  steady  annual  increase  of  the  immigration  to 
Argentina  since  1857  has  as  materially  helped  to  swell  its  population 
and  increase  its  economic  strength  as  have  the  various  branches  of 
immigration  to  the  United  States  since  1820,  without,  however, 
assuming  the  same  proportionate  size,  since  the  average  cost  of  an 
immigrant's  passage  from  Europe  to  the  United  States  is  much  less 
than  that  between  Europe  and  Argentina,  the  disparity  having  been 
even  greater  in  former  days. 

Ei^ty-one  per  cent  of  the  immigrants  that  arrived  in  1908  were 
Spamards  and  ItaUans,  nearly  all  parts  of  Spain  and  Italy  bein^  well 
represented.  For  the  last  20  years  at  least  70  per  cent  of  the  immi- 
grants to  Argentina  have  been  Spaniards  and  ItaUans.  In  1907. 
90,282  Italians  and  82,606  Spaniards,  and  in  1908, 91,115  ItaUans  and 
118,005  Spaniards  immigrated  into  the  RepubUc.  In  1908  there 
were  15,219  immigrants  from  France  and  14,827  from  Brazil. 

More  of  these  immigrants  tend  to  settle  in  the  cojuntry  districts  of 
Argentina.  This  is  a  healthy  sign  for  so  new  a  country.  The  immi- 
grants are  also  settling  in  greater  and  greater  numbers  in  the  compara- 
tively undeveloped  half  of  Argentina  south  of  the  thirty-fifth  paraUel 
of  latitude. 

CHIEF  crriBS. 

Buenos  Aires,  the  capital,  largest  city,  and  chief  business,  shipping, 
manufacturing,  and  distributing  center  of  Argentina,  is  Ukewise  the 
largest  city  in  the  world  south  of  the  Ekjuator,  the  largest  city  in  the 
whole  of  Latin  America,  the  lar^t Spanish-speaking  city  in  the  world, 
the  second  largest  Latin  city  m  the  world,  and  the  twelfth  city  in 
the  world  in  population,  having  1,201,722  inhabitants  on  April  30, 
1909.  It  is  surpassed  in  number  of  inhabitants  only  by  New  York, 
Chicago,  and  Philadelphia  in  the  two  American  continents. 

Pew  cities  in  the  world  surpass  Buenos  Aires  in  annual  average 
increase  of  population,  50,000,  or  in  its  birth  rate,  34.6  per  1,0(W. 
It  has  doubled  in  population  in  the  last  15  years.     It  has  as  fine 
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churches,  theaters,  banks,  clubs,  opera  houses,  educational  institu- 
tions, newspaper  offices,  and  public  and  private  buildings  as  are  to  be 
found  in  the  lew  cities  of  its  size  in  the  United  States,  while  its  park 
and  boulevard  system  is  generally  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  world.  It  is  an  acunirably  laid  out  city,  and  over  $3,000,000 
a  year  United  States  currency  are  spent  on  well-planned  municipal 
improvements.  The  average  purchasing  power  or  its  inhabitants  is 
very  great.  Their  growing  needs  are  femg  constantly  met  by  the 
erection  of  new  stores  and  shops  of  all  kinds  and  grades,  as  well  as  of 
thoroughly  modem  hotels,  office  buildings,  and  other  structures 
necessary  to  the  life  of  a  modem  city. 

Buenos  Aires  is  nearly  ten  times  as  large  as  the  next  Ai^entine 
city  in  size,  the  flourishing  and  rapidly  growing  river  port  of  Kosario, 
with  a  population  of  171^000,  whose  important  harbor  improvements 
are  helping  to  increase  its  natural  importance  as  a  railway  center 
and  as  a  distributing  point  for  the  regions  drained  by  one  of  the 
lai^est  river  systems  m  the  world,  that  of  the  river  Parana. 

Rosario  is  in  turn  over  one  and  one-half  times  larger  than  the  yoiin^ 
and  active  capital  of  the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires.  La  Plata,  whicn 
was  founded,  as  were  Washington  and  Indianapolis  in  the  United 
States,  by  l^islative  enactment.  In  the  27  years  since  its  foimding 
it  has  grown  to  be  a  busy  city  of  100.000  inhaoitants.  The  constant, 
steady,  and  soxmd  increase  during  tne  past  few  years  in  the  growth 
of  the  population  of  Bahia  Blanca,  the  only  Argentine  ocean  seaport 
of  importance  and  the  greatest  wheat-shipping  port  of  Argentina, 
bids  fair  to  make  it  greatl^r  outdistance  within  the  next  6  years  the 
older  and  more  conservative  interior  cities  of  Cordoba.  Mendoza, 
and  Tucuman,  though  these,  too,  are  growing  centers  of  important 
business  interests. 

AGRICULTURAL  RESOURCES. 

At  the  beginning  of  1909  there  were  in  Argentna  67,211,754 
sheep,  29,116,625  cattle.  7,531,376  horses,  4,000,000  goats,  1,125,000 
pigs,  500,000  mules^  ana  285,000  donkeys.  Those  portions  or  Argen- 
tina under  cxiltivation  and  pastiu-age  were  valued  at  $6,267,675,000. 
The  live  stock  was  valued  at  $1,427,235,000,  the  buildings  and  other 
permanent  improvements  being  valued  at  $607,950,000,  and  the 
machinery  and!^  implements  at  $179,490,000.  There  were  20,336,659 
acres  sown  with  wneat,  linseed,  and  oats  in  1908,  the  crops  for  that 
year  aggregating  4,400,000  tons  of  wheat,  1,086,000  tons  of  linseed, 
850,000  tons  of  oats,  and  350,000  tons  of  com.  The  season  was,  on 
the  whole,  very  good.  With  the  opening  up  of  new  tracts  of  land 
for  cultivation  and  grazing,  and  the  ^adual  extension  of  more 
intensive  methods  of  cultivation,  it  may  be  presumed  that  Argentina 
will  occupy  an  even  more  prominent  place  in  the  world's  markets 
for  grain  and  meat  products  than  at  present,  more  especially  as 
wheat  as  a  food  substance  is  displacing  other  commodities  previ- 
ously used  for  food  throughout  the  world. 

ARGENTINE   FINANCES — ^AMERICAN   BANKS  REQUIRED. 

Argentina's  floating  debt  stood  at  $3,876,902,  a  lower  figure  than 
ever  before,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1908,  and  the  national  budget 
for  1908  makes  a  healthy  showmg.     The  expenditures  were  $107,- 
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184^64,  and  the  reyenne  $109,476,317,  leaving  a  surplus  of  $2,290,- 
641,  but  the  excess  of  revenue  over  expenditure  is  in  reality  greater, 
as  $1,272,971  was  paid  from  the  revenue  as  an  advance  on  state  rail- 
ways and  equipment,  which  sum  has  since  been  reimbursed  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  loan  made  for  the  purpose  of  such  outlays.  Both 
the  home  and  the  foreign  debts  of  Aigentina  were  reduced  in  1908 
and  the  national  treasury  was  in  a  healthy  condition  at  the  end  of 
that  year. 

Generally  speaking,  1908  was  also  a  good  year  for  the  banks, 
though  they  did  less  exchange  business  than  in  former  years  because 
the  large  exporting  houses  are  now  importing  gold  on  their  own 
account,  depriving  the  banks  of  the  money  they  formerly  made  by 
importing  gold  and  then  selling  it,  which  has  made  a  notable  differ- 
ence in  banking  profits.  The  discoimt  rate  was  rather  high  in  1908, 
averaging  from  7  to  7i  per  cent. 

So  much  has  been  said,  and  so  well  said,  concerning  the  immediate 
necessity  of  establishing  a  chain  of  strong  and  active  American  banks 
in  South  America,  the  largest  to  be  situated  in  Buenos  Aires,  the 
largest  Latin-American  city,  that  this  office  merely  deems  it  advis- 
able to  state  that  imtil  such  a  bank  is  established  in  Buenos  Aires, 
American  influence  and  interests  must  continue  to  occupy  the  ex- 
tremely subordinate  position  in  Argentina  that  they  do  at  present, 
with  httle  or  no  direct  financial  connection  with  the  United  States. 
The  success  of  British,  French,  Spanish,  and  German  banks  in  Buenos 
Aires  should  stimulate  American  financiers  to  enter  this,  growing 
banking  center  as  a  practical  business  venture,  and  the  success  of 
the  work  in  banking  in  centers  of  trade  and  finance  in  the  East,  just 
as  far  away  from  the  United  States  as  Buenos  Aires,  and  of  far  less 
relative  importance,  should  encoiu-a^e  the  setting  up  of  a  sound  and 
solid  estabushment  in  the  largest  city  south  of  tne  equator. 

FOBEION   OOliMEBOE. 

Ai^entina's  total  foreign  commerce  in  1908  foots  up  $616,613,844, 
a  greater  amount  than  ever  before,  being  12  per  cent  greater  than 
that  of  1906,  and  about  10  per  cent  greater  than  that  of  1907. 

The  value  of  the  imports  m  1908  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

$16,286,444 
1,700,833 

2,571,106 

9,666,262 

677,630 

20,441,041 

8,867,633 
1,641,161 
3,212,766 
705,871 
1,M0,460 

15,219,766 
18,803,077 
2,061,532 

29,625,825 
4,127,286 
8,443,621 

10,664,913 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of: 

Paper  and  pasteboards 

Animate,  llv*.  ...........rr 

83,160,918 

Beverages: 

Snmtii  and  llaoors 

If Miufactnfpd  products. ... 

2,664,653 

Spices  and  condiments 

Raw  material 

4,407,062 

Wines 

Another         

20,058,551 

BuUding  material 

Chemloal  and  pbarmaoeatioal  sab- 
gtanoes 

3,060,174 

Tea,  coffee,  cocoa,  etc 

7,875,512 

Textaes,  and  manufactures  of: 
Cotton 

Colon  and  ttnetuns 

27,110,134 
4,009,562 

Eleotrlcal  apparatus  and  material. .. 
Flour,  jMtftes,  feculis,  etc 

sak 

Wool 

8,990,035 

Fruits. 

Another 

8,045,720 

Inn,  and  manufactures  of: 

naw  material. 

Vegetables 

5,363,181 
3,668,740 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 
Raw  material ...    ....  . . 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of 

Looomotiyes  and  other  locomotion 

1,973,950 

Manufactured  products 

4,021,464 

maohinfff 

All  other  articles  .  

7,020,081 

If  iMtfl  And  mfiAt  nnkdurtH 

Total 

Oils,  mineral,  volatile,and  medicinal. 

263,418,090 
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Of  the  exports,  grains  rank  first  in  ralue:  wheat,  <k)m,  and  oats, 
in  the  order  named,  make  up  the  bulk.  Flax  is  second  only  to 
wheat  in  the  group  of  vegetable  products.  Animals  and  ammal 
products  constitute  the  principal  other  great  source  of  export  values, 
wool  being  the  chief  item,  followed  by  meats,  hides  and  skins,  tal- 
low, etc.    The  values,  by  groups,  are  given  in  the  following  table: 


Group. 

Value. 

Oroup. 

Value. 

Agricultural  products: 

R^w  THi^frriRte. ...                ... 

1228,183,113 

6,066,969 

4,979,382 

6,126,081 

481,160 

2,746,261 

Live  stock  and  Droducts-Cont'd. 
Animal  pronocts 

194,326,041 

Vegetable  residues 

ElabofaCed  «sntf|»iM  subetauoea. . . 
Residues 

11,940,718 
2,078,291 

IClnenl  pfodaets. 

782,677 

Ovaae  and  fliih  Droducts 

AU  other  produote 

1,498,861 

Live  stock  and  products: 
ADimals,  Ifye. . . . 

T4>tfll.  , 

a6a,196»lA4 

DCPOBTS  AND  EXPORTS,  BY  CX>UNTIIIES. 

The  imports  and  exports,  by  countries,  are  shown  for  1907  and 
1908,  respectively,  in  the  following  table: 


Country. 


Imports. 


1907. 


1908. 


fizpofts. 


1907. 


1906. 


United  States 

Belclum 

Braifl 

France 

Oermany 

Italy 

Netheriands 

Spain 

united  Kingdom.. 

Uruguay 

All  otber  countries 

Total 


$87,482,729 
16,340»460 
7^674,627 

44,207,779 

23,l«B,m 

1,700,336 

7,030,162 

2,386,207 
17,87C^497 


|84,a51,l08 
12,307,004 

7,030,087 
25.  .550,  224 
36, 522, 428 
24,041,264 

t,96(i,t)98 

8,310,476 
90, 103, 397 

2, 1211, 791 
2i,o*>*>,:^43 


$10,557,580 

28.55<),408 

13,527.785 

«t>,  440, 374 

35,148,249 

5,036,784 

4, 028, 3S2 

l,8l>7.858 

61,  sac,  066 

1,328,455 

97,  -*>'>  :^16 


$12,667,424 
34»62&961 
14,66^232 
37,901,740 

7,631,082 
6,114,181 
2,608,610 
76,683,367 
747,348 
138,612,540 


276,866,669 


268,418,690 


286,837,216 


863,196,164 


The  United  Kingdom,  which  controls  some  SO  per  cent  of  the 
capital  employed  in  Argentina,  continues  to  lead  m  both  exports 
and  imports,  and  will  probably  do  so  for  inany  years  to  come.  The 
United  States  occupies  third  place  in  the  imports,  closely  following 
Oermany,  which  is  making  every  effort  to  extend  its  Aigentin«  trade, 
and  sixth  in  the  exports,  bein^  preceded  by  the  United  Einffdom, 
Belgium,  Germany,  France,  ana  ^razdl.  Wnen  it  is  considered  that 
the  direct  channels  of  trade  haye  been  growing  for  oyer  60  years 
between  Argentina  and  the  great  producing  and  manufacturing 
countries  of  Europe,  while  they  haye  only  just  started,  with  the 
United  States,  and  that  there  are,  so  far  as  is  mown  at  the  American 
consulate-general  in  Buenos  Aires,  ofily  some  500  citizens  of  the 
United  States  in  Argentina,  while  there  are  100,000  British  subjects, 
and  other  yery  lai^e  and  firmly  consolidated  colonies  of  Europeans, 
our  trade  showing  m  this  countr^r,  5,500  miles  distant  and  a  month 
to  a  month  and  a  naif  distant  in  time  from  our  largest  industrial  and 
manufacturing  centers,  is  not  at  all  a  poor  one. 
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GOOD  MABKBT  FOB  AMERICAN  EXPORTS. 

With  but  3  per  cent  of  her  people  engaged  in  manufacturing,  and 
an  extremely  small  supply  of  cneap  labor  so  essential  to  the  successful 
prosecution  of  manuractures,  and  with  the  country  districts  and 
the  new  public  works  and  undertakings  detracting  a  very  large  per- 
centage of  the  immigrants  from  manufactures,  Ar^entma  offers  a 
market  for  every  kind,  shape,  and  variety  of  Aniencan  goods  from 
steam  engines  to  soap,  and  it  wants  high-^ade  articles,  and  is  willing 
to  nay  well  for  goods  that  meet  the  requirements. 

oeldom  in  the  history  of  a  new  country  of  settlement  has  there 
been  such  fierce  and  constant  competition's  exists  to*day  in  Argentina 
to  capture  the  markets  of  the  present  in  order  to  firmly  secure  the 
ever-expanding  market  of  the  future.  American  merchants  have 
as  keen  rivals  to  contend  with  here  as  anywhere  in  the  world — ^rivals 
who  have  ^eat  advantages  over  them.  Americans  must  use  everv 
care  to  hold  what  they  have  and  to  extend  their  footing.  Much 
the  same  complaint  is  heard  here  as  elsewhere  about  the  faulty 
packing  of  American  goods — glassware  packed  for  a  6,000  mile 
loumey  even  more  carelessly  than  it  might  have  been  for  shipment 
between  New  York  and  Philadelphia;  of  failure  to  meet  requirements, 
to  adapt  the  goods  to  local  neeos,  i^d  to  promptly  fulfill  orders.  All 
this  has  hindered  the  sale  of  American  goods  and  the  extension  of 
American  trade.  One  damaged  shipment  has  spoiled  many  a  future 
sale. 

STTGOESSFUL  SALESMEN'S  REQUIREMENTS. 

The  essential  requisites  for  an  Amerkan  salesman  in  Argentina 
are  a  good  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  lan^age,  tact  in  abundance, 
and  an  ever-ready  willingness  to  adapt  himself  to  the  customs  ana 
habits  of  the  purchasers.  The  most  successful  men  often  study  the 
ground  for  weeks  before  trying  to  sell  anything,  and  they  do  far  better 
than  the  man  who  forgets  that  Yankee  hustle  does  not  take  so  well 
here  as  it  does  in  the  United  States.  Persistency  a  salesman  must 
have,  but  of  patience  no  less. 

Business  men  who  would  not  think  of  sending  a  letter  from  Chicago 
to  St.  Louis  with  a  one  cent  stamp  appear  to  nave  no  compunctions 
about  sending  letters,  catalogues,  ana  other  mail  matter  of  all  kinds 
to  Argentina  with  either  no  postage  at  all  or  with  deficient  postage. 
FuUy  one-half  the  letters  received  at  the  American  consulate-general 
at  Buenos  Aires  are  short  paid,  most  of  them  being  from  business 
houses  that  wish  to  increase  their  export  trade.  Many  Argentine 
business  men  will  simply  throw  the  short-paid  letter,  and  even  more 
readily  the  short-paid  catalogue  (the  American  consulate-general  in 
Buenos  Aires  recently  paid  over  $3  on  one  package  of  ^ort-paid 
catalo^es)  into  the  nearest  wastebasket,  naturallv  not  desiring  to 
do  busmess  with  a  house  that  is  not  willing  to  put  tne  full  postage  on 
its  letters.  Few  things  have  done  more  to  Ibring  Amencan  firms 
into  disrepute  than  the  sending  out  of  short-paid  mail  matter. 

MANUFACTURES — ^RAILWAY  BBVELOPMENT. 

While  Argentina's  manufactures  do  not  as  yet,  and  can  not  for 
many  years  to  come,  supply  the  home  demand,  much  less  that  of 
other  countries,  the  growth  in  manufactures  during  1908,  wholly 
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in  the  older  and  more  thickly  settled  parts  of  the  country,  is  note- 
worthy. Complete  data  are  at  hand  only  for  the  provinces  of  Buenos 
Aires,  Cordoba,  Entre  Rios,  and  Santiago  del  Estero.  which  probably 
represent  three-fourths  of  the  total,  the  province  of  Santa  re  being 
the  chief  one  for  which  details  are  as  yet  lacking.  They  show  that 
in  these  four  older  and  more  thickly  settled  provinces  there  are  21,447 
factories,  which  use  steam  machmery  of  a  total  of  157,000  horse- 
power, being  capitaUzed  at  $193,463,600,  and  transforming  annually 
native  raw  material  to  the  value  of  $151,332,600  and  foreign  raw 
material  to  the  value  of  $60,717,800.  These  factories  are  doing  a 
business  of  $385,961,400  per  annum,  and  employ  196,000  people,  or 
approximately  3  per  cent  of  the  entire  population. 

Argentina's  radway  mileage  is  not  merely  the  greatest  of  any 
South  American  country,  but  it  is  growing  faster  than  that  of  any  of 
these  countries.  The  year  1908  was  the  most  profitable  and  pros- 
perous that  Argentine  railways  have  vet  enjoyed,  1,242.74  miles  of 
new  railways  having  been  laid  down,  bringii^  the  total  to  15,386.98 
mUes,  or  approximately  that  of  the  United  States  in  1854.  There 
were  under  construction  on  January  1,  1909,  4,038.90  miles,  on 
which  over  10,000  workmen  were  employed,  and  6,213.70  miles 
were  under  survey  at  that  date.  The  Argentine  railways  carried 
48,000,000  passengers  in  1908 — more  than  ever  before,  and  6,200,000 
more  than  m  1907,  and  31,500,000  tons  of  freight^  a  quantity  greater 
than  ever  before,  and  3,600,000  tons  more  than  m  1907.  The  total 
railway  receipts  for  1908  mounted  to  $96,500,000,  which  is  more  than 
ever  before,  and  $11,580,000  more  than  in  1907.  More  money  was 
also  spent  on  Argentine  railways  in  1908  than  ever  before,  the 
amount  having  been  $60,119,500,  or  $96,500  more  than  in  1907. 

Argentine  raQways  were  capitalized  at  $808,380,500  on  January  1, 
1909.  Only  five  of  the  24  Argentine  provinces  and  territories,  and 
these  among  the  most  remote,  nad  no  railways  on  January  1^  1909, 
though  the  small  railway  in  the  Chubut  is  not  connected  with  the 
main  svstem  of  Argentine  railways,  most  of  which  are  in  the  older, 
more  thickly  settled  and  economically  developed  portions  of  Argen- 
tina north  of  the  fortieth  parallel  of  latitude. 

The  three  important  events  in  railway  construction  in  Argentina 
in  1908  were  the  extension  of  the  Central  Northern  Railway  to  La 
Quiaca  on  the  BoUvian  frontier  on  May  25, 1908,  the  construction  of 
new  railways  of  immense  future  importance  in  the  rapidly  develop- 
ing southern  territory  of  Rio  Negro,  and  the  satisfactory  progress 
made  on  the  trans- Andean  railway  to  Qiile — the  first  trans-Ainerican 
line  south  of  Panama — ^which  will  probably  be  opened  to  through 
traflBc  in  March,  1910.  No  rail  communication  existed  between 
Argentina  and  any  foreign  country  on  January  1,  1909.  Other  new 
railway  lines  are  those  connecting  San  Juan  and  Servezuela,  Tinogasta, 
Andalgala,  Ledeama  and  Embarcacion,  and  Santa  Fe  and  Dean  Funes. 

SHIPPING   INTERESTS — POSTAL   SERVICE — EDUCATION. 

Every  steamship  company  trading  to  Argentina  endeavored,  by 
strengthening  and  improving  its  fleet  and  offering  all  possible  induce- 
ments to  passengers  and  cargo  of  all  kinds,  to  improve  its  position 
in  the  prontablelliver  Plate  trade  in  1908.    Buenos  Aires  continues 
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to  be  the  shipping  center  of  Argentina,  though  Bahia  Blanca  is 

Equally  becoming  a  serious  rival  as  the  cen^r  of  population  of 
ntina  slowly  shifts  southeastward.  Young  as  the  city  is, 
a  Blanca  is  now  Argentina's  greatest  wheat-shipping  port. 

In  1908  the  number  of  pieces  of  mail  matter  carried  m  Argentina 
was  705,000,000,  or  86,0001)00  more  than  in  1907.  Two  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  new  post-offices  were  opened  in  1908,  making  2,377 
in  the  entire  RepubKc  on  January  1, 1909,  against  2,138  a  year  earlier. 
Sixty-one  new  postal  routes  were  opened  m  1908,  making  459  in  all. 
Foreign  postage  was  reduced  from  15  centavos  (6.7  cents)  to  12 
centavos  (5.5  cents)  during  1908.  There  were  761  miles  of  new 
teleg^raph  lines  opened  in  1908.  The  deficit  of  $1,770,408  in  the 
adjmnistration  of  the  tele^aphs  for  1907  was  reduced  to  $864,330, 
in  consequence  of  the  receipts  for  1908  exceeding  those  for  1907  by 
$1,150,378. 

In  1908,  620,210  children  were  studying  in  the  national  provincial 
and  private  schools,  as  compared  with  597,203  in  1907.  A  new 
professional  school  for  women  was  opened  in  Buenos  Aires  in  1908, 
also  one  in  Tucuman.  Many  new  school  buildings  were  erected  in 
1908,  a  year  of  steady  progress  for  every  variety  of  education,  more 
especial^  industrial,  techmcal,  and  normal  instruction. 

BUENOS  AIRES. 

By  Consul-Generax  Alban  G.  Snyder.. 

In  foreign  commerce,  conditions  have  been  very  favorable  in 
Argentina  during  1908,  and  the  ^me  conditions  to  a  greater  or  less 
degree  can  be  said  to  exist  throughout  all  branches  of  domestic  trade 
and  industry. 

One  other  thing  worthy  of  mention,  which  can  not  fail  to  cause 
satisfaction,  is  the  awakened  interest  taken  by  Ainerican  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  in  this  country,  an  interest  evidenced  in  many 
ways,  as  for  instance  by  the  increased  number  of  Americans  visitmg 
the  country,  both  officials  of  important  business  concerns  and  rep- 
resentatives of  others,  and  also  oj  the  improvement  in  the  class  of 
people  arriving,  which,  together  with  the  increased  numbers,  will  go 
lar  toward  improving  the  reception  of  Americans  in  this  country, 
as  well  as  knitting  more  closely  the  relations  and  building  up  future 
commerce  between  the  two  Republics. 

Various  refrigerating  and  packing  plants  have  been  secured  by 
American  (Capital  in  the  past  year,  ana  American  capital  is  reaching 
out  to  secure  a  foothold  m  other  Unes,  as  evidenced  by  the  attempt 
to  secure  part  of  the  recent  Argentine  loan  and  armament  projecte; 
and  many  other  smaller  interests  are  being  watched,  all  of  which 
activity  is  a  good  sign. 

No  country,  it  appears  to^  the  writer^  presents  better  opportunities 
for  investment  than  Ai]gentina,  yet  it  is  a  fact  that  the  present  large 
British  and  German  interests  here  could  now  have  been  under 
American  control,  for  most  of  the  large  concessions  in  this  country 
were  originally  possessed  by  Americans.  Many  believe  this  condition 
of  affairs  is  the  result  of  a  short-sighted  policy  on  the  part  of  Ameri- 
cans. 
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NEW  POST-OmCB — PORT  EXTBNfilON — CANAL. 

Plans  for  the  new  general  post-office  in  Buenos  Aires  have  been 
submitted  to  the  (jovemment.  and  call  for  an  expenditure  of  about 
$4;000y000  for  a  seven-story  building  with  underground  offices  as 
well.  The  first  floor,  in  which  the  mam  offices  are  to  be  located,  will 
be  entered  over  elevated  railways,  from  the  comers  of  25  de  mayo 
and  Calle  Corrientes  and  Calle  Cuyo,  which  are  level  with  the  first 
story  of  the  new  building  placed  m  the  Paseo  de  Julio.  Sufficient 
space  is  to  be  left  for  all  tntffic  between  the  post-office  and  the  new 
Pacific  railway  station,  and  these  extra  works  will  bring  the  total 
cost  of  the  proposed  new  construction  up  to  about  $5,790^000. 

Congress  has  decided  upon  and  approved  the  extension  of  the 

Eort  to  the  north  of  the  north  basin,  the  department  of  hydraulics 
avin^  made  several  tests  which  have  proved  the  bed  of  the  river 
suitalne  for  wharves  and  docks.  It  will  oe  a  good  thin^  for  the  port 
if  these  works  are  undertaken  at  once,  for  they  are  mucn  needed. 

It  is  stated  that  14  firms  have  asked  for  details  from  the  ministrv 
of  public  works  regarding  the  construction  of  Las  Palmas  canal, 
and  some  bids  are  looked  for  by  September.  1909.  Government 
engineers  have  examined  the  proposed  route  ana  state  that  it  presents 
no  difficult  engineering  problems,  and  should  prove  a  better  and 
cheaper  route  than  the  present  Rosario  and  up-river  route.  The 
saving  in  dredging  alone  would  almost  pay  for  the  new  route,  the 
outside  cost  of  which  is  to  be  $9,660,000. 

EESTEICTING  IMMIGEATION — SOUTHEEN  DOCK  CK>MPANT. 

A  movement  is  on  foot,  started  by  prominent  men,  to  put  into 
force  more  stringent  laws  and  regulations  than  those  in  existence, 
looking  to  the  governing  of  immigration,  and  preventing  those 
suffering  from  consumption  and  other  like  diseases  from  entering 
Argentina. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Buenos  Aires  Southern  Dock  Company 
states  that  the  gross  receipts  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1908,  were 
$210,949,  and  working  expenses  $1 17,662,  leaving  a  net  profit  of  some 
$93,287,  as  compared  witn  a  profit  of  $90,449  for  the  previous  year. 
The  goods  handled  amounted  to  472,308  tons,  or  47,536  tons  less 
than  m  1907. 

The  Times  of  Argentina  contained  an  article  at  the  beginning  of 
the  jear  on  the  excellent  facilities  for  the  dispatch  of  freight  at 
Bahia  Blanca: 

The  excellent  dispatch  at  Bahia  Blanca  is  causinfi;  some  comment  in  shipping  circles. 
The  Pacific  and  Southern  Railway  elevators  are  doing  splendid  work  at  rto  Gal  van 
and  Ingeniero  White.  Bahia  Blanca  ma^  be  termed  the  foivored  outlet  of  these  two 
raUways,  which  have  spared  no  expense  in  installing  the  most  modem  conveniences. 
Shippers  would  have  us  think  that  the  whole  reason  of  the  excellent  dispatch  lies  in 
the  aivision  of  the  port  into  special  zones  for  special  exporters,  but  the  great  secret 
is  the  rapidity  with  which  the  railways  handle  their  traffic  and  pass  the  grain  through 
the  elevators.  Bahia  Blanca  is  shipping  at  the  rate  of  10,000  tons  per  diem ,  and  if  tms 
continues  her  traffic  will  entirely  cease  bv  the  beginning  of  Apnl,  as  little  maize  is 
grown  in  the  south  of  the  provmce.  Bahia  Blanca  has  a  splendid  future  before  it, 
for  it  is  the  natural  outlet  of  a  great  wheat  zone  and  what  will  be  the  greatest  wool- 
producing  zone  of  the  Republic. 

Lack  of  means  of  sending  small  parcels  (parcels  post)  also  loses 
the  United  States  many  doluurs'  worth  of  business  yearly.    The  fact 
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that  small  packages  have  to  be  sent  by  freight,  with  the  accompanying 
delay,  or  by  express  with  its  high  rates,  makes  the  cost  of  such  pur- 
chases in  the  United  States  prohibitive,  and  all  this  business  goes  to 
Europe.  Some  way  should  be  found  to  remedy  this.  A  parcels  post 
would  do  it. 

In  doing  business  with  South  America  it  is  necessary  to  remember 
that  a  fine  handling  of  the  situation  and  a  thorough  understanding 
of  all  conditions  is  needed  far  more  than  at  home.  No  successful 
business  can  be  carried  on  in  the  United  States  in  a  sUpshod  way 
and  with  an  utter  disregard  of  customs.  Even  less  can  it  be  done  in 
Latin  America,  yet  the  actions  of  many  American  exporters  would 
lead  one  to  beUeve  that  this  is  just  the  way  in  which  they  are  trying 
to  establish  trade. 

SHIPPING  AND   VITAL   STATISTICS — STOCK  EXCHANGE. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  entering  the  port  of  Buenos  Aires  dur- 
ing 1908  was  16,417,  representing  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  7,727,788. 
of  these,  6,648  were  steamers,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  6,583,129,  and 
9,869  were  sailing  vessels  whose  aj^egate  tonnage  was  1,144,659. 
The  over-sea  trade  engaged  1,853  ofthe  steam  and  174  of  the  sailing 
vessels,  while  14,390  vessels — 4,695  of  them  steam  and  9,695  sailing — 
engaged  in  the  coasting  trade. 

In  the  over-sea  trade  the  flag  of  England  was  carried  by  1,025 
steam  and  20  sailing  vessels;  Germany,  189  steamers;  Italy,  153 
steam  and  47  sailing  vessels;  France,  128  steam  and  2  sailing  craft; 
Argentina,  123  steam  and  5  sailing  vessels;  Brazil  63,  and  Spain  39 
steamers;  Norway,  82  sailing  vessels  and  5  steamers;  United  States, 
2  steam  and  5  sailing  vessels. 

The  population  of  Buenos  Aires  on  December  31,  1907,  was 
1,129,286,  and  on  December  31,  1908,  it  was  1,189,180.  Twenty 
per  cent  of  the  increase  was  by  immigration.  In  1893  the  population 
was  580,371,  which  shows  that  the  city  has  more  than  doubled  in 
population  in  the  past  15  years.  Of  the  18,139  deaths  in  1908,  tuber- 
culosis caused  2,081,  cancer  1,076,  and  typhoid  fever  283. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Buenos  Aires  Stock  Exchange  or  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  for  1908,  which  its  statutes  require  the  officers  to 
make  to  the  shareholders,  states  that  conditions  resulting  from  the 
financial  panic  in  the  United  States  at  the  end  of  1907  had  completely 
paralyzea  the  wool,  hide,  and  grain  markets,  had  raised  its  rate  of 
discount,  and  reduced  the  gold  reserve  in  tne  Caja  de  Conversion 
from  $120,625,000  to  $99,395,000. 

The  speedy  return  of  the  situation  in  those  markets  to  the  normal 
in  the  beginning  of  1908,  however,  also  had  its  beneficial  effect  in 
Argentina,  and  the  equal  normalization  of  conditions  here  gives 
promise  that  such  a  beneficial  reaction  will  in  itself  alone  be  sufficient 
guaranty  of  the  future  development  of  the  national  resources  of  the 
country,  and  nothing  at  present  warrants  the  fear  of  a  repetition  of 
such  conditions  in  the  near  future. 

The  gold  reserve  has  risen  to  $122,555,000,  with  an  upward  tend- 
ency, and  the  coming  harvests,  together  with  the  better  prices  in 
wool  and  grain,  and  soUd  prices  of  rents  and  stocks,  all  give  rise  to 
the  hope  that  conditions  will  continue  to  improve  during  1909. 
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EXPORTS  TO  THE   UNITED   STATES. 


The  declared  value  of  exports  from  Buenos  Aires  to  the  United 
States  during  1907  and  1908,  respectively,  is  shown,  by  articles,  in  the 
following  table: 


Articles. 


1907. 


1908. 


Articles. 


1907. 


1906. 


Bags 

Beef,  Jerked 

Blood. 

Bones 

Com 

FertiUxen 

Feathers 

Guano 

Glue  stock 

Hair,  horse 

Hides: 

Cow  and  ox 

Horse 

Kips 

Wet,  salted.... 

Another....... 

Horns 

Laotarene 

Oats 

Pelts 

Quebracho  extract. . 


$40,942 
63,447 
27,094 

217,979 
6,945 
38,950 
11,804 
14,432 
35,795 

196,440 

3,036,484 
23,488 
60,464 
562,377 
20,227 
84,540 
35,929 


$40,407 


264,514 

207,252 

1,874 


4,706 
29,495 
168,625 

4,426,948 
2,827 


Quebracho  wood. 
Seeds: 

Alfalfa 

Canary 

Clover 

Skins: 

Calf 

Carpincho 

Goat 

Otter 


Sheep. . . . 
AU  other. 


430,544 
1,643 


Slats 

Shearings 

Wool 

All  other  articles. 


$288,466 


70,258 
15,467 

482,364 
18,611 

106,662 
24,545 
87,495 

107,006 

4,044,043 

19,751 


461,972 
1,358,737 


23,881 

255,782 

1,748,190 


Total 

Returned  Amerlcangoods. 


ll,603,2Sa 
86,923 


Grand  total. 


11,690,214 


$5,790 
34,n9 
9,336 

126,125 


622,024 

29,019 

20,583 

1,764 


4,200,194 
53,231 


12,718,472 
76,611 


12,795,083 


ROSARIO. 

By  Consul  Thomas  B.  Van  Hornb. 

The  amount  and  distribution  of  the  import  and  export  trade  of 
Rosario  for  1908  are  indicated  by  the  following  table,  tne  figures  for 
which  were  taken  from  the  custom-house  records: 


Conn  try. 


United  States. . . 
Austria-Hungary 

Belgium 

BraBU 

OitntH^^ 

Oiile 

China 

Denmark 

France 

Germany 

Greece 

India 


Imports. 


$4,005, 

56, 

2,524, 

858, 

128, 

3, 

21> 

777, 
1,814, 

2! 


Exports. 


$2,773,297 


1.575.711 
1,899,071 


7,538,017  I 


Country. 


Italy 

Japan 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Paraguay 

South  Africa 

Spain 

St.  Vincent,  for  orders. 

Sweden 

Switserland 

United  Kingdom 

Uruguay 


Imports. 


$2,849,352 

5,285 

48,810 

63,459 

116,496 


231,389 


9,332 
6,064,885 


Exports. 


$16,064 


208,012 


468,785 
1,456 


38,464,752 
100,215 


3,939.517 
55.626 


The  chief  articles  imported  into  Rosario  during  1908  are  listed  in 
the  following -table,  with  the  amounts  recorded  by  the  custom-house 
of  the  port: 


ArUcles. 

'1                                                                 ! 
Value.     Ii                         Articles.                         ,     Value. 

AgrlpuJtiiT»J  inachlnery 

$1,264,443 

350,669 

48,469 

13,565 

2,415,536 

93,414 

2,503.200 

2,472,232 

1,264,443 

238,255 

1 
Rice 

$026,548 
202,448 

Beer .'    .         .     .      .. 

Sardines  and  salt  fish  . 

CSieese 

8ew{ng  m^chinff 

58,506 

872,802 

1,138,206 

1,282,785 

23,756 

1,143,027 

609,836 

820,068 

Chocolate 

Sleepers  and  rails 

Coal 

Sugar 

Coffee  and  chicoiy 

Textiles,  yams,  and  thread 

Locomotives,  an<f  other  locomotion  ma- 

Tobacco 

chhies '. 

Wines  and  spirits 

Lumber 

Wiws .\T 

Oils,  Including  kerosene 

Yerba 

ProvlsicMis. . ." 
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Agricultural  and  animal  products  comprise  almost  the  whole  of  the 
exports  from  Rosario,  the  main  items  being  wheat,  com,  linseed, 
hides  and  skins,  and  bran.  The  following  t^le  gives  the  values  in 
1908: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Agricoltaral  products: 

Barley 

818,080 

20,488 

1,408,808 

16,445,618 

210,024 

102,841 

18,808,222 

^488 

21,780,287 

Animals  and  products: 
Animals 

1806 

Bird  and  otbor  seeds 

Boris.: 

184,648 
2,787,665 
078,830 
184,828 
808,408 

Brui ,  . . 

HtdfNf  and  sMns. 

Com 

HOTseiiairV;::;;;::;!:;;::; ;!!"!! 

Wool 

Total 

Copper ; 

Iron,  old 

Lead 

Lime 

All  other 

Fkmr 

Hay 

vSfm^ 

Potatoes 

4,437,234 

W^M^t... 

Total 

62,866,782 

622,888 

66,210 

Forest  products: 

Quabraoho  extraot 

218,888 
881,870 
68,468 

6»216 

7,708 

670,861 

<  'uebraoho  wood 

Total 

jllother 

1,368,818 

Oranr]  total ..... 

Total 

664,468, 

68.826,402 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  Rosario  to  the  United  States  durii^ 
1908,  as  declared  at  the  American  consulate,  is  shown  in  the  following 
table: 


Artides. 


1807. 


1908. 


Articles. 


1907. 


1908. 


Copper  matte.. 
^^istook 


817,178 


Horaehair 

Kips 

Quebracho  extract. . 


2,062 

2,207,657 

217,613 

2,786 

1,800,886 


8313,280 

1,886 

2,046,761 

115,186 


876,601 


Quebracho  wood 

Skins,  goat 

Wool 

All  other  articles. 

Total 


8498,866 

178,446 

18,325 

1,457 


8666,248 
646,818 
221,448 


4,440,314 


4,875,738 


The  shipping  record  for  1908  shows  that  870  vessels^  with  an  aggre- 
gate tonnage  of  1,683,382,  entered  the  port  of  Rosano;  in  1907, 647 
vessels  of  1,249,707  tons.  Of  the  vessels  entering  in  1908,  829  were 
steamers  and  41  sailing  vessels;  653  of  the  steamers  were  British,  78 
German,  30  Brazilian,  26  Italian,  and  8  Uruguayan.  Of  the  sailing  19 
were  Italian^  9  British,  and  8  Uruguayan.  The  United  States  was 
represented  m  1907  by  3,  and  in  1908  by  4  sailing  vessels. 

BOLIVIA, 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

OoifFILBD  IN  THE  BURBAU  OF  MaNUTAGTUSES  FROM  THE  BULLETIN  OF  THE  INTER- 
NATIONAL Union  of  the  American  Refitblics. 

Fot  the  past  four  vears  Bolivia  has  enjoyed  a  period  of  steadily 

increasing  commercial  activity.    While  the  aggregate  of  transactions 

in  1908  did  not  reach  the  proportions  of  the  previous  vear.  the 

trade  balance  remained  in  favor  of  the  Republic.    The  trade  volume 
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totaled  $33,837,000.  Although  these  figures  as  compared  with  1907 
show  a  decline  of  $1,454,600,  a  gain  in  imports  was  a  notable  feature 
of  the  year's  transactions.  The  fact  that,  despite  the  decrease  in 
value  of  its  own  products  in  foreign  markets  and  resultant  falling  oflF  in 
its  exports,  Bolivia  was  able  to  increase  its  purchasing  power  by  over 
$1,000,000  may  be  taken  as  ample  evidence  of  its  economic  develop- 
ment. 

Tin,  the  most  important  item  on  the  list  of  exports,  was  shipped 
abroad  to  the  value  of  $13,800,000,  a  decline  of  $156,400  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year.  Silver  shipments  showed  an  increase  of 
$209,400,  reaching  a  total  of  $2,802,000.  Rubber  shipments  showed 
a  decline  amoimtmg  to  nearly  50  per  cent,  the  value  being  given  as 
$1,962,000,  an  indicated  loss  of  $1,574,000.  The  amoimt  shipped  in 
1908  was  1,640  tons,  approximately  830  tons  going  to  Great  Britain. 
485  to  Germany,  165  to  feelgium,  120  to  France,  and  25  to  the  Unitea 
States.  Exports  of  copper  showed  a  decrease  of  $531,700  and  of  bis- 
muth, $123,200,  while  gold  showed  a  gain  of  $20,600. 

According  to  Unitea  States  statistics,  exports  from  the  United 
States  to  Bolivia  totaled  $687,307,  as  compared  with  $1,502,622  in  the 
previous  year.  These  figures,  however,  no  doubt  do  not  cover  much 
American  merchandise  \raich  finds  its  way  into  Bolivia  through  other 
countries.  The  imports  into  Bolivia  by  coimtries  in  1908,  the  figures 
being  prepared  by  the  Bolivian  Bureau  of  Statistics,  were  as  follows: 


Countxy. 


United  States.... 

Aigmtina 

Aostrla-Hongary 

Belgiuin 

BraiU 

Chile 

China 

Cnbe 

Franoe 

oennany 


Valae. 


!■ 


$3,266,651 

054,440 

467 

550,470 

44,818 

1,500,031 

30 

261 

1,064,618 

4,083,012 


Country. 


Italy 

Netherlands 

Paraguay 

Peru 

Portugal 

Salvador 

Spain 

Imlted  Kingdom. 

Uruguay 

Other  countries.. 


Value. 


1560,426 

18,376 

3,180 

470,863 

22,673 

636 

128,868 

2,635,651 

45,758 

024,748 


PRODUCTS   AND   INDUSTRIES. 

The  mineral  wealth  of  Bolivia,  including  nearly  all  known  metals,  is 
widely  distributed  and  very  rich  and  abundant.  The  copper  mines 
and  tne  tin  and  bismuth  mmes  of  the  Republic  are  among  the  richest 
in  the  world.  The  yield  of  tin  in  1908  was  given  as  30,000  tons,  worth 
$10,756,800,  as  compared  with  28,000  tons,  valued  at  $11,956,800  in 
1907,  the  decreased  valuation  being  caused  by  a  25  per  cent  decline 
in  price.  The  chief  tin-mining  center  is  Huanuni  and  the  leader  in 
production  in  1908  was  the  San  Salvadora  mine. 

From  1540  to  1750  the  gold  mines  of  Bolivia  produced 
$2,100,000,000  worth  of  gold.  From  1750  to  the  beginning  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  the  mines  and  placers  situated  in  the  provinces 
of  Larecaja  and  Caupolican  produced  $14,000,000  in  gold,  and  from 
1818  to  1868  their  output  was  150,700  ounces  of  gold.  The  product 
of  the  other  mines  and  placers  of  the  Repubhc,  from  the  middle  of 
the  eighteenth  to  the  latter  part  of  the  nineteenth  century,  is  esti- 
mated at  $125,000,000.  The  annual  gold  production  of  BoUvia 
may  be  calculated  at  17,460  troy  ounces  of  a  value  of  $349,200. 
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Althoiigh  the  production  of  rubber  showed  a  decHne  from  that  of 
the  previous  year,  this  industry  is  one  of  the  most  important  and 
certfun  sources  or  national  wealth.  The  largest  rubber-producing 
districts  are  located  in  the  territory  Colonias,  the  Departments  of 
Beni  and  Santa  Cruz  and  portions  of  La  Paz  and  Cochabamba.  The 
two  last-named  districts  also  cultivate  cacao  and  coffee,  while  the 
two  former  contribute  other  valuable  vegetable  products.  Upland 
rice  is  grown  to  some  extent  in  the  provinces  of  Azero  and  Cordillera. 

TRANSPORTATION   FAOILmES. 

The  present  extent  of  railways  in  the  Republic  is  about  400  miles 
of  trunk  lines,  permitting  direct  travel  from'  Lake  Titicaca,  by  the 
way  of  Oruro,  to  Antofagasta,  on  the  coast  of  ChUe.  Branch  lines 
are  being  constructed  from  Oruro  to  Cochabamba  and  Potosi,  and 
routes  for  new  lines  have  been  located  from  Potosi  to  Tupiza  and 
from  La  Paz  to  Puerto  Pando.  Preliminary  work  on  the  railway 
from  Brazil  to  the  Beni  region,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  RepubUc, 
has  been  conunenced.  The  road  as  projectea  will  be  about  308 
miles  in  length  and  penetrate  a  country  rich  in  rubber,  cabinet 
woods^  etc.  The  road  from  Arica,  ChUe,  to  La  Paz,  over  200^  miles 
of  which  will  be  in  ChUean  territory,  is  now  imder  construction  in 
Bolivian  territory. 

Commimication  is  carried  on  between  Mollendo,  Peru,  on  the 
Pacific,  and  La  Paz  by  means  of  a  railroad  running  from  Mollendo  to 
Puno^  rem,  on  Lake  Titicaca,  and  from  thence  by  boat  to  Guaqui, 
Bolivia,  and  by  rail  and  tramway  from  the  latter  point  to  La  Paz. 

There  is  river  communication  from  Villa  Bella,  Bolivia,  to  Para, 
Brazil,  on  the  Amazon  River,  near  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  a  distance 
2,616  miles,  the  trip  being  maae  in  three  himdred  and  fourteen  hours. 
From  Para  to  LisDon,  which  is  distant  3,263  maritime  miles,  the 
journey  is  made  in  twelve  dajs. 

Communication  is  had  with  Montevideo  and  Buenos  Aires  by 
means  of  the  Plate,  the  Parana,  and  the  Paraguay  rivers  to  the 
Bolivian  port  of  Suarez,  a  distance  of  1,740  miles,  eight  days  being 
required  for  the  journey.  From  Puerto  Suarez  to  Santa  Cruz,  a  dis- 
tance of  391  miles,  there  is  a  w&gon  road,  and  from  the  latter  place 
to  Sucre,  the  capital  of  the  Republic,  a  distance  of  342  miles,  the  trip 
can  be  made  on  horseback  in  seven  days. 

There  is  rail  communication  from  Buenos  Aires  to  Quiaca  on  the 
Bolivian  frontier,  and  from  thence  a  journey  of  three  days  can  be 
made  in  wagons  to  Tupiza,  Bolivia. 

^  The  different  industrial  centers  of  the  Republic  are  at  the  present 
time  connected  with  each  other  bv  1,807  miles  of  wagon  roads. 

Bolivia,  being  entirely  landlocKed,  is  naturally  dependent  on  her 
neighbors  for  external  means  of  communication.  The  coimtry  may 
be  reached  either  by  way  of  the  west  coast,  with  one  of  the  many 
steamers  calling  at  the  ports  of  Mollendo,  in  Peru,  or  Arica  and 
Antofagasta,  in  Chile,  or  via  the  east  coast,  by  means  of  one  of  the 
numerous  steamers  calling  at  the  ports  of  Para,  Brazil,  or  at  Buenos 
Aires,  Argentina. 
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POSTS   AND  TELEGRAPHS. 

The  postal  and  telegraph  services  showed  satisfactory  progress 
durinff  1908  and  various  improvements  brought  increased  efficiency 
in  both  departments.  In  the  postal  service  new  offices  were  created 
in  different  parts  of  the  RepubUcy  and  in  the  telegraph  service  the 
reconstruction  and  repair  or  existing  lines,  the  construction  of  nu- 
merous additions  to  existing  mileage,  and  the  opening  of  five  wireless 
telegra{)h  stations  marked  the  {)rogressive  spirit  of  tne  Government. 

Bolivia  is  a  member  of  the  Universal  Postal  Union,  and  correspond- 
ence is  dispatched  to  all  coimtries  belonging  to  that  Union.  There 
are  277  postal  employees  and  192  post-offices  in  the  Republic,  the 
main  post-office  being  at  La  Paz.  In  1908  the  number  of  pieces  of 
foreign  mail  matter  received  was  988,923,  and  the  nimiber  of  pieces 
sent  abroad  during  the  same  period  aggregated  375,318. 

The  telegraph  system  of  the  Repubhc  comprises  2,986  miles,  2,088 
miles  of  wmch  are  the  property  of  the  State,  operating  113  offices. 
Telegraph  lines  run  to  all  the  capitals  of  the^  Departments,  and  the 
Government  has  under  consideration  the  equipment  of  several  addi- 
tional high-power  wireless  stations. 

liA  PAZ. 

Prepared  in  the  Bubbau  of  Manufactubbs  fbom  Bbitish  Officul  Sgubgxs 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  the  La  Paz  consular  district  in  1908 
amounted  to  $31,488,859,  against  $34,349,878  in  1907,  a  decrease  of 
$2,861,019.  The  imports  and  exports  in  1908  were  valued  at 
$15,887,356  and  $15,601,603,  respectively,  whUe  m  1907  the  im- 
ports amoimted  to  $14,754,299  and  the  exports  to  $19,595,579. 

Germany  leads  in  amount  of  imports,  followed  by  the  United 
Kingdom,  United  States,  ChUe,  France,  Italy  and  Belgium  in  order 
of  importance. 

The  value  and  quantity  of  the  principal  articles  exported  were  as 
follows: 


Articles. 


Biimutti 

SSrr;: 

Rubber. 
Silver... 
Tin 


1907. 


1908. 


Tons.         Value.         Tons.         Value. 


163 

3,649 

a  10 

1,830 

2,696 

27,677 


$364,438 

997,706 

8,786 

3.442,126 

2,524,142 

11,687,072 


160 
2,877 
082 
1,639 
4,287 
29,937 


$119,336 

480,106 

20,060 

1,900,809 

2,727,980 

11,486,380 


a  Pounds. 


[The  figures  in  the  text  give  the  total  value  of  the  exports  for  1908 
as  $15,601,503,  while  those  in  the  table  for  the  same  year  for  the  six 
principal  articles  total  $16,742,619,  an  excess  of  $1,141,116.  It 
would  therefore  be  reasonable  to  assume  that  at  least  $1,600,000 
should  be  added  to  the  total  given  in  the  text,  which  would  make 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SOUTH  AMERICA:   BRAZIL.  809 

the  exports  for  the  year,  in  round  numberB,  amount  to  $17,000,000. — 
B.  MJ 

Of  the  1,639  tons  of  rubber  exported  the  United  Kingdom  took 
829  tons,  Germany  424,  Belgium  163,  France  118,  and  flie  United 
States  23. 

A  British  syndicate  has  obtained  from  the  Bolivian  Goyemment 
the  monopoly  for  a  period  of  twenty  years  of  the  manufacture  of  wax 
and  wooden  matcnes.  The  importation  of  any  description  of 
matches  will  consequently  be  prohibited  from  the  dfate  of  the  signing 
of  the  concession.  The  importation  of  matches  into  Bolivia  amounts 
to  about  129  tons  annually,  which  come  principally  from  Sweden. 

An  overhead  electric  tram  road,  4  miles  long,  is  in  course  of  con- 
struction in  La  Paz,  the  material  for  which  is  being  supplied  from 
the  United  States. 

BRAZIL. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Consul-Gen ERAL  George  E.  Anderson,  Rio  db  Janeiro. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Brazil  in  1908  followed  in  a  general  way  the 
trade  of  the  rest  of  the  world.  There  was  a  very  material  decrease 
in  both  imports  and  exports.  The  decrease  in  exports  was  much 
greater,  proportionately,  than  in  the  trade  of  the  world  generally, 
and  in  the  commerce  of  a  country  that  meets  heavy  foreign  obUga- 
tions  by  means  of  its  products  oeing  shipped  abroad  the  general 
effect  is  much  felt.  There  was  a  material  reduction  in  the  country's 
imports,  but  this,  owing  to  the  decreased  exports,  from  a  Brazihan 
standpoint,  was  favorable  rather  than  otherwise. 

The  exports  for  the  year  amounted  to  $215,266,136,  as  compared 
with  $263,299,744  for  1907,  a  decrease  of  about  19  per  cent.  The 
imports  amounted  to  $173,017,849  at  the  exchange  value  of  30.5 
cents  to  the  milreis,  as  compared  with  $196,964,149  m  1907,  a  falling 
off  of  about  12  per  cent. 

The  vast  mass  of  business  in  Brazil  grows  directly  out  of  the 
export  or  import  trade  of  the  country;  that  is,  there  is  compara- 
tively little  domestic  trade.  The  falling*  off  in  imports  and  exports 
naturally  resulted  in  depression  in  some  lines  of  business.  The 
exports  of  coffee  fell  off  by  reason  of  large  stocks  held  abroad  as  a 
result  of  the  immense  crop  of  1906-7  and  an  indisposition  to  buy 
more  so  long  as  the  valorization  stock  is  held  over  tne  market,  and 
in  view  of  tne  great  crop  to  be  gathered  in  the  approaching  season. 
Exports  of  rubber  decreased  greatly  owing  to  the  industrial  depression 
abroad  and  low  prices.  In  cacao  and  one  or  two  other  principal 
export  items  there  was  some  increase  oyer  the  previous  year.  In 
imports  there  was  a  general  falling  off  in  almost  all  articles,  par- 
ticularly in  cotton  goods  of  the  better  class  and  in  most  lines  of  lux- 
uries. 

HOW  THE   IMPORTS   WEBE  DISTRIBUTED. 

In  the  year's  trade  the  United  States  lost  considerable  it  had 
gained  in  the  previous  three  years.     Not  only  was  there  a  material 
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decrease  in  the  amoiint  of  goods  purchased  of  the  United  States,  but 
the  faUing  off  was  greater  than  that  in  imports  from  any  other 
nation.  As  usual;  the  United  States  remained  the  best  customer  of 
Brazil  during  the  year,  taking  about  40  per  cent  of  its  exports. 

Thd  imports,  by  countries  of  origin,  tor  1907  and  1908  were  as 
follows: 


Country  of  origin.    ]        1907.        1         1908. 

Country  of  origin. 

1907. 

1906. 

United  States 

126,139,390 
17,646,245 
3,296,324 
7,822,136 

120,954,552 
17,531,222 
2,770,351 
«.077..'i20 

Newfoundland 

1  Norway 

12, 139,  .580 
l,4r>s,748 

11,447,385 
l,7rM,J08 
1,S7:.,1194 

59,(I73,.S35 
5,  47t;,  !f62 

12,470,363 
1,510,047 
8,952,346 
1,590,382 
1,704,498 

5,337,724 
2.154,701 

Argentina 

Austria-Hungary 

Portuaetl 

B^glum r. . .' 

'  Spain 

OftFMMla. 

1,208,619            l!l27!«12 

Switzerland 

France 

18,009,320 

30,221,171 

1,061,900 

6,973,230 

1,116,930 

15,505,251 
25,699,036 

875,555 
5,872,446 

940,295 

United  Kingdom 

Uruguay 

GArmany.             .... 

India../. 

All  other  countries. .. . 
Total 

I,:r2,i72 

Italy 

Netherlands.".!!..... 

196,964,149 

173,017,849 

The  relative  position  of  the  leading  countries  in  the  trade  has 
remained  the  same,  except  that  Argentina  has  supplanted  France  in 
fourth  place,  the  change  being  due  not  to  any  gam  on  the  part  of 
Argentina,  there  being  a  loss  of  a  Uttle  more  than  one-half  of  1  per 
cent  in  its  share  of  Brazil's  imports,  but  to  the  greater  comparative 
loss  of  France.  Argentina,  wnose  chief  export  to  Brazil  is  wheat 
flour,  a  staple  and  a  necessity,  held  its  trade,  while  France,  whose 
exports  to  Brazil  are  almost  entirely  of  goods  classed  as  luxuries, 
lost.  Only  three  countries  showed  gains — ^Belgium,  Norway,  and 
Newfoimdland.  The  eain  of  Belgium  was  through  several  special 
lots  of  machinery  ana  probably  is  only  temporary.  The  gains  of 
Norway  and  Newfoundland  are  chiefly  in  pine  lumber  and  codfish. 
These  changes  are  likely  to  be  permanent  and  are  made  mostly  at 
the  expense  of  the  United  States,  as  a  larger  proportion  of  the  pine 
lumber  and  cured-fish  trade  is  being  secured  by  these  countries. 
Some  of  the  Newfoundland  trade  is  really  that  of  Americans. 

The  loss  of  trade  among  the  countnes  deaUng  with  Brazil  has 
been  fairly  or  proportionately  uniform,  as  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
'that  almost  all  countries  having  an  annual  trade  of  $5,000,000  or 
more  in  exports  to  Brazil  experienced  a  greater  loss  than  the  average. 
While  the  loss  of  trade  in  general  has  been  material,  the  trade  of 
1908  was  nevertheless  greater  in  every  way  than  that  in  1906,  and 
the  reaction  from  1907,  the  highest  point  in  Brazilian  export  and 
import  trade,  is  probably  only  temporary  in  its  nature. 

ARTICLES   OF   IMPORT   AND   SHARE   OF   THE    UNITED   STATES. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  in  1908  were  valued  at 
$20,954,552,  against  $25,139,390  in  1907,  a  loss  of  $4,184,838.  In  the 
table  following  are  shown  the  principal  imports  from  all  countries 
and  the  share  from  the  United  States  in  1907  and  1908,  respectively, 
values  being  given  in  United  States  currency. 
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Articles. 


Total  imports. 


Share  of  United  States. 


1907. 


1908. 


1907. 


1906. 


Alominam 

Animals  and  birds 

Animal  residues 

Arms  and  ammnnltion. 

Cars,  carriages,  etc: 

Automobiles 

Carriages  and  otber  vehicles 

Cars,  street  and  railway 

Chemical  products,  etc 

Clocks  and  watches 

Copper  and  copper  wl  re 

Cotton,  and  manufactures  of: 

Cloth- 
Unbleached 

White 

Dyed  goods 

Prints 

Yam,  etc 

Other  manufactures 

Electrical  apparatus,  etc 

Fibers,  manufactures  of 

Fish 

Flax,  and  manufactures  of 

Flour 

Forage,  etc 

Glass  and  porcelain  ware,  etc 

Hides  and  skins. 

Instruments: 

ICathematical,  etc 

Musical 

SureicaL 

Iron  ana  steel,  and  manufsM^ures  of: 

Cutlery 

Ei^;ines  and  motors 

Haraware,  building,  etc 

Hydraulic  pumps 

Iron  and  steel 

Locomotives 

Machinery — 

Agricultural 

Industrial 

Other 

Rails 

Railroad  supplies 

Scales 

Sewing  machines 

Thrpewriters 

Jute  and  hemp,  and  manufactures  of 

Lead,  tin,  and  tine,  and  manufactures  of. 
Leather  and  skins,  and  manufiactures  of: 

Shoes 

Other 

Oils: 

Kerosene 

Lubricating,  etc 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of , 

Perfumery,  paints,  etc 

Provisions: 

Baoon. , 

Lard 

Milk,  condensed 

Rubber,  manuf^tures  of. 

Stones,  mineral,  etc.,  including  coal 

Tar  and  pitch 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Furniture 

Lumber 

Other 

•Wool,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Mannf^ures 

All  other  articles 


$63,316 

820,986 

462,227 

1,444,701 

663,144 

903,921 

1,280,135 

4,303,304 

462,541 

3,006,282 


149,760 

l,%4.ti61 
.S.904,r.l5 
.'i.  C^S.  466 
2,704,980 
11,400,044 
2,397,029 
205, 843 
4.231,:^11 

i.o.'ii.r^ 
U,  Gfw,  ;t42 
607.231 
3,  228, 817 
2. 54r>,  ol5 


342,182 
790,827 


1,046,879 
712,288 

6,628,973 
205,308 

1,725,113 

1,562,961 


418,226 
2,333,230 
3,071,134 
4,372.766 
1.010,104 
98,(29 
1,580,:W 

122,  ;m 

1.891,188 
4,530,906 
l,(X;i.S22 


286,174 
644,670 

3,480,207 
1,471,421 
4,176,067 
3,782,439 

23€,623 
1,418,346 
715,441 
601,108 
14,722,763 
766,316 

412,603 

2,630,240 

742,866 

1,335,073 
3,681,286 
61,604,725 


$61,171 

863,868 

371,385 

1,468,802 

551,682 

296,012 

1,771,375 

3,746,947 

366,905 

2,271,094 


119,491 
1,442,715 
2,654,264 
1,631,649 
2,389,595 
7,720,667 
2,197,438 

198,341 
4,541,354 
1,303,073 
9,041,481 

570,324 
2,614,439 
1,995,479 

363,196 
760,302 
360,447 

666,742 

806,126 

4,988,466 

203,234 

1,486,477 

1,768,415 

687,373 
2,662,135 
3,957,141 
4,724,061 
1,217,077 
85,777 
1,019,838 

130,613 
1,677,926 
2,780,385 

863,581 

251,747 
481,703 

3,605,095 
1,254,594 
4,461,961 
3,243,293 

227,330 
512,410 
763,868 
433,600 
14,160,963 
770,574 

631,244 

1,836,078 

546,231 

956,611 
2,907,073 
54,923,662 


$11,755 
68,279 
12,790 

627,323 

89,215 
82,066 
19,934 
608,862 
111,234 
479,903 


47,200 

195,960 

110,960 

19,382 

366,180 

1,463,899 

16,784 

86,881 

7,823 

1,970,102 

21,878 

131,933 

191,297 

71,706 
75,575 
164,154 


98,292 


48,339 

117 

6,781 

2,803,676 


$7,390 

65,200 

15,128 

624,603 

71,441 
63,162 
242,605 
437,776 
129,138 
298,066 


2,666 

17,280 

104,097 

28,577 

22,806 

196,606 

1,160,282 

9,096 

411,032 

9,088 

1,941,907 

22,880 

81,237 

169,489 

69,779 
101,357 
146,611 


210,665 

122,969 

266,421 

169,209 

1,242,260 

909,440 

65,266 

47,363 

28,497 

25,206 

881,764 

848,639 

271,362 

SI»^« 

64,534 

130,697 

854,146 

867,020 

478,006 

898,460 

340,827 

225,180 

84,632 

37,567 

648,288 

427,866 

107,222 

117,560 

440,252 

437,204 

30,991 

38,009 

26,418 

16,666 

127,628 

130,107 

8,776 

15,078 

3,409,908 

3,584,768 

1,071,722 

879,968 

171,614 

499,688 

391,475 

314,518 

217,155 

208,523 

1,396,933 

405,  Ig 

22,409 

39,989 

57,861 

46,983 

92,755 

53,403 

749,187 

766,123 

210,182 

1,174,996 

36,971 

68 

4,278 

1,004,338 


Total.. 


196,964,149 


173,017,849 


25,139,390 


20,954,563 
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812  COMMERCIAL  BBLATIONS. 

PROPORTIONATE  AMERICAN   LOSS. 

The  r&um6  of  the  imports  for  the  two  years  indicates  an  increase  in 
animals,  in  which  the  United  States  had  more  than  its  proportionate 
share.  So  far  as  American  trade  was  concerned,  these  imports  were 
largely  of  stock  for  breeding  purposes,  and  it  is  probable  that  Ameri- 
can exi>orters  will  be  able  to  nold  this  trade. 

The  imports  of  raw  materials,  manufactured  articles,  and  food 
products  from  all  countries  decreased  about  16.8  per  cent,  12.6  per 
cent,  and  9.2  per  cent,  respectively,  while  the  imports  of  such  arti- 
cles from  the  United  States  showed  a  loss  of  31.7  per  cent,  11.3  per 
cent,  and  25  per  cent.  The  largest  gains  in  imports  from  the  United 
States  were  in  some  lines  of  ^oods  in  which  the  sales  were  heretofore 
rather  small.  In  raw  matenals  the  only  items  in  which  the  United 
States  showed  a  gain  were  pitch  and  tar,  in  which  the  gain  was  less 
than  1  per  cent.  In  the  large  items  like  lumber  the  loss  or  the  United 
States  was  large,  that  in  pine  amounting  to  almost  40  per  cent, 
while  the  loss  in  turpentine  was  over  25  per  cent. 

IMPORTS   SHOWING   GAINS  AND  LOSSES. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  imports  of  cotton  goods  from  all  coun- 
tries during  the  year,  amounting  to  35  per  cent.  The  decrease  from 
the  United  States  was  nearly  52  per  cent.  This  loss,  so  character- 
istic of  the  course  of  the  cotton-goods  trade  of  the  United  States 
in  Brazil  for  a  niunber  of  years,  was  at  practically  the  same  rate  in 
nearly  all  items.  There  was  a  decrease  in  imports  of  arms  and 
ammunition  from  the  United  States  of  about  16  per  cent,  although 
there  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  imports  from  all  countries.  Tne 
imports  of  carnages  and  vehicles,  including  railway  and  street  cars, 
were  increased  Bimnt  $400,000,  the  United  States  securing  nearlv  half 
of  the  new  business.  In  manufactures  of  iron  and  steel  the  United 
States  lost  about  23  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  loss  of  about  10  per 
cent  from  all  countnes.  The  loss  or  the  United  States  was  especially 
heavy  in  cutlery  and  hardware,  two  lines  in  which  the  United  States 
has  been  doing  well  in  Brazil  for  several  years  and  in  which  there 
should  be  an  increasing  business. 

The  increase  in  imports  of  American  musical  instruments  is  not- 
able, though  the  total  is  yet  small.  The  decrease  in  the  imports  of 
electrical  and  all  other  machinery  from  the  United  States  was  greater 
proportionately  than  that  in  the  total  from  all  countries.  The  gen- 
eral loss  on  all  machinery  was  about  3.5  per  cent,  while  on  that  ^om 
the  United  States  it  was  20  per  cent.  In  scales  there  was  a  gain. 
In  locomotives  there  was  a  gain  in  the  total  from  all  countries,  though 
a  small  loss  in  imports  from  the  United  States.  The  same  was  true 
of  engines  and  motors,  while  in  these  imports  the  loss  of  the  United 
States  was  pronounced.  There  was  a  gain  of  about  12  per  cent  in 
the  imports  of  industrial  machinery  from  all  countries  and  a  gain  of 
about  116  per  cent  in  such  imports  from  the  United  States.  The 
general  gain  of  about  28  per  cent  in  agricultural  implements  was  not 
felt  in  .Ajnerican  trade,  as  there  was  a  decrease  in  imports  from  the 
United  States  of  about  5  per  cent. 

In  the  manufactures  or  paper  there  was  more  of  an  increase  in 
American  imports  than  the  general  increase,  the  former  amounting 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SOUTH  AMEBICA^  BRAZIL. 


813 


to  $275,894  and  the  latter  to  1278,044.  Most  of  this  was  in  printed 
matter.  There  was  a  decrease  in  the  general  import  of  shoes,  but  a 
small  increa^  in  those  from  the  United  States.  There  was  a  general 
increase  in  imports  of  kerosene,  and  the  United  States  continues  to 
furnish  most  or  it,  but  in  lubricating  oils  the  United  States  lost  trade, 
although  there  was  an  increase  in  the  general  imports. 

BECEIFTS   OP   FOODSTUFFS. 

The  most  noteworthy  feature  of  the  year's  record  in  the  imports 
of  foodstuffs  was  the  decrease  in  imports  of  lard  from  $1,418,346  in 
1907  to  $512,410  m  1908.  The  United  States  furnished  all  but  about 
$22,000  wortn  of  this  product  in  1907,  and  all  but  about  $17,000  worth 
in  1908.  The  loss  of  trade  in  general,  due  to  increased  supplies  from 
Brazilian  sources  and  a  decreased  demand,  was  in  fact  principally  a 
loss  of  trade  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  The  United  States 
held  its  former  trade  in  flour  in  spite  of  the  decrease  in  general  im- 
ports of  this  article.  In  codfish  and  bacon  the  United  States  lost 
trade.  The  codfish  trade,  however,  includes  imports  from  Canada, 
part  of  which  belongs  to  the  business  of  American  housed  and  prop- 
eriy  is  American  trtMde  in  some  respects.  There  was  a  gain  in  con- 
densed milk  from  the  United  States,  though  it  still  has  only  a  small 
portion  of  this  trade. 

On  the  whole,  in  imports  into  Brazil  from  the  United  States,  most 
of  the  ^eatest  losses  during  1908  were  in  lines  in  which  the  United 
States  has  a  good  business.  In  food  products,  machinery  of  standard 
sorts  like  sewing  machines  and  engines  and  inotors,  a^cultural 
implements,  and  in  the  lines  of  hardware  in  which  Amencan  trade 
of  mte  years  has  been  on  the  increase,  there  has  not  only  been  a  falling 
off  in  trade,  but  the  losses  are  greater  than  those  experienced  by 
other  countries. 

IMPORTS  OF  FLOUB. 

The  imports  of  flour  into  Brazil  in  1908  amounted  to  151,076 
metric  tons,  against  170,252  tons  in  1907,  and  168,946  tons  in  1906. 
The  total  receipts  of  flour,  by  ports,  and  the  purcnases  thereof  from 
the  United  States  and  Argentina  during  each  of  the  past  two  years 
are  shown  in  the  following  comparative  statement: 


Port. 


Total. 


1907. 


1908. 


United  StatflB. 


1907. 


1908. 


ArgeoUna. 


1907. 


1908. 


BiMa 

Oabedello.... 

FortalMa 

Maoeio 

Manaot 

ICaranhao .. . 
MaUoOrosBO. 

Natal 

Pira 

Parana. 
Pvna^ 

RlodaJaoetoo  . 
gto  Grande  do  Sol 

flHitOi...... 

Santa  Catharlna... 
VlHoria...' 

Total 


Tom* 
157 

lo.oaa 

8,114 

a,  010 

4,084 

3,449 

1,968 

1,833 

£36 

9,868 

7,476 

138 

34,488 

33,686 

36,941 

48,860 

6,643 

189 


170,3 


Tofu. 

130 

10,988 

4,667 

4,083 

6,333 

8,013 

1,746 

1,809 

1,616 

8,815 

9,078 

78 

36,400 

1£,660 

27,880 

38,883 

6,788 

387 


TofU. 
18 

378 

m 

8,688 
1066 
3,439 
1,843 


Toiit. 
24 
91 
466 

8,400 
1,694 
3,918 
1,649 


Tow. 


89 

181 

9,180 

7,881 

11 

30 

6,074 

6,809 

1,984 

393 

183 

8 

3,144 

98 

189 


853 


161,076 


9,643 


Tont. 


8,480 

9,641 

3,607 

8,904 

319 

683 

3,013 

3,488 

36 

1,998 

l.iS3 

487 

1.884 

706 

.  904 

7,879 

9,606 

14.770 

14,773 

30,304 

16,367 

36,871 

35,968 

87,901 

30,461 

6,090 

4,911 

23 

36,713      136,879        111,996 
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COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 


EXPORTS   BY   COUNTRIES. 


In  contrast  with  a  decrease  of  American  imports  into  Brazil  in  1908, 
the  exports  to  the  United  States  (even  in  a  year  of  extraordinary 
decrease  of  exports  in  general)  showed  a  material  increase,  amount- 
ing to  $84,721,265  in  1907  and  $86,325,546  in  1908. 

The  exports  during  1907  and  1908,  respectively,  to  the  leading 
countries  were  as  follows: 


Country  of  destlna- 
Uon. 

1907. 

1908. 

Country  of  destina- 
tion. 

1907. 

1908. 

United  States 

$8^1,721.266 
f<.r.52,  137 
7,42.^,1134 

l4,24(),:-!98 

a        73 

4            31 

14 

111  :iv:i,  )87 

$86,825,546 
9,043,998 
7,7n,370 
4,744,696 
16,469,940 
33,954,573 
2,462.148 
9,901,776 

Portusal 

$1,824,186 
8n,442 

42,077,661 
8,616,205 
7,150,411 

$947,526 
1,071,681 

Argentina 

Spain 

Aostria-Uungary 

United  Kingdom 

TTrngiiAy 

31,798,691 
3,937,402 

France 

AU  other  countries.... 
Total 

6,861,681 

Italy....;.'!!.'!!!!!.*!! 

•  263,299,744 

215,266,136 

Netherlands 

In  spite  of  the  decline  of  $48,033,608  in  exports  in  1908  as  com- 
pared with  1907,  the  United  States  took  more  goods  from  Brazil  than 
it  did  in  the  banner  year  of  1907,  the  increase  amounting  to  $1 ,604,281. 
The  share  of  the  United  States  in  BraziPs  exports  in  1908  amounted 
to  40  per  cent.  In  other  words,  the  United  States,  which  has  taken 
about  naif  of  Brazil's  total  exports  in  the  last  ten  years,  continues  its 
purchases,  with  no  signs  of  any  material  change,  except  perhaps  that 
its  trade  is  becoming  more  permanent. 

Some  of  the  European  countries  which  in  1907  gave  indication  of 
taking  increased  amounts  of  Brazilian  products  miled  to  maintain 
even  their  proportionate  trade  as  exports  decreased.  The  decrease  in 
the  exports  to  several  countries  would  be  surprising,  were  it  not  for 
the  fact  that  in  most  instances  it  is  to  be  explamed  by  the  decrease  in 
exports  of  coffee  from  Brazil  in  the  first  part  of  1907  in  connection 
with  the  valorization  of  the  coffee  enterprise.  The  exports  to  Bel- 
gium fell  from  over  $14,000,000  in  1907  to  less  than  $5,000,000  in 
1908,  and  those  to  France  from  $35,000,000  to  $16,000,000.  These 
losses  are  largely,  though  not  entirely,  due  to  valorization.  Some  of 
the  loss  of  exports  to  Germany  was  due  to  valorization.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  were  heavy  valorization  coffee  shipments  to  the  United 
States  in  1907,  but  this  did  not  prevent  an  increase  in  the  exports 
thereto  in  1908. 

There  are  some  other  features  of  this  export  trade  that  represent  a 
reaction  from  changes  of  1907  as  compared  with  1906.  The  changes 
in  the  Argentina  trade  offset  a  loss  in  1907  compared  with  1906.  Ine 
decrease  m  the  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  was  mostly  in  rubber, 
and  was  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  Brazilian  rubber  in  England  is 
being  superseded  by  plantation  rubber  from  the  East,  particularlv  the 
Straits  Settlements  and  Ceylon.  The  increase  in  the  exports  to  Spain 
and  Italy  are  in  general  a  return  to  the  normal. 

The  course  of  BraziUan  exports  during  1908  was  very  irregular,  and 
for  a  time  it  looked  as  though  the  total  of  the  country's  sales  abroad 
would  be  far  below  the  finalresult.  The  recovery  came  in  the  latter 
months  of  the  year,  and  the  United  States  was  responsible  for  most 
of  it. 
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EXPORTS  BY  ARTICLES — WHAT  THE  UNITED  STATES  BUYS. 

The  exports,  by  principal  articles,  to  all  countries  and  to  the  United 
States  for  1907  and  1908,  exchange  for  the  latter  year  being  at  30.5 
cents  to  the  milreis,  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Ombo. 

Carbons 

Gamaaba  wax . . . 

ChflstnutB 

Coffee 

Feathers 

Herva-mate 

Hides  aDd  skins. , 
Hotsehair 


Plants 

Rosewood 

Robber 

Kaneabeiia. 

lunicoba... 

Seringa 


Sosar 
AOot] 


other  articles 

Total 283,299,744 


Total  exports. 


Share  of  United  States. 


1907. 


18, 

9,778, 

366, 

2,025. 

1,219, 

138,398, 

18, 

7,813, 

ll,fi02, 

196, 

126, 

2,442, 

29, 

167, 

672, 
3,612, 
82,164, 

647, 
22,825, 


1906. 


1907. 


$19,693 
639,943 
136,238 
160,914 
121,278 
327,066 

45,681 
045,279 
838,638 
187,628 

68,773 
200,368 

35,402 
223,844 

269,607 
473,176 
706,296 
260,618 
606,306 


16,206 

2,916,364 

217,266 

266,000 

729,117 

46,318,172 

8,674 

12 

2,437,183 

38,640 

19,903 

631,581 

6,816 

30,329 

199,679 
763,872 
29,762,787 
96,993 
402,682 


215,266,136     84,721,265 


1908. 


110,652 

2,334,073 

81,807 

345,462 

614,626 

62,032,213 

16,048 

6 

2,456,962 

71,184 


140,648 
4,285 
21,698 

44,966 

998,614 

26,642,325 

477,219 

32,759 


86,325,646 


MINERAL  SHIPMENTS — COFFEE  AND  SUOAB  SALES. 

The  only  class  of  goods  in  which  there  was  not  an  increase  in  ship- 
ments to  the  United  States  was  minerals  and  mineral  products.  The 
decrease  in  this  case  was  due  almost  entirely  to  a  ffOling  off  in  the 
demand  for  manganese  ore  and  black  diamonds  or  carbons,  and  while 
the  decrease  is  marked,  it  is  well  to  note  that  there  was  a  decrease  in 
the  shipments  to  all  nations.  In  animal  products  there  was  a  slight 
decrease  in  exports  to  all  countries,  though  the  United  States  took 
substantially  tne  same  in  1908  as  in  1907.  In  hides  and  skins  there 
was  a  falling  off  in  exports  to  all  nations,  but  a  small  increase  in  ship- 
ments to  the  United  States. 

For  a  number  of  years  about  87  per  cent  of  Brazil's  exports  have 
consisted  of  coffee,  rubber,  tobacco,  sugar,  herva-mate,  cacao,  and 
cotton.  During  1907-8  the  exports  of  coffee  fell  from  $138,398,194 
to  $112,327,055,  wWle  the  shipments  to  the  United  States  increased 
from  $46,318,172  to  $52,032,213.  In  rubber  the  exports  to  all  coun- 
tries fell  from  about  $66,000,000  in  1907  to  about  $57,000,000  in  1908, 
while  the  exports  of  this  article  to  the  United  States  fell  in  about  the 
same  proportion.  In  cacao  there  was  a  small  decrease,  both  in 
general  and  in  shipments  to  the  United  States.  The  increase  in  the 
shipments  of  sugar  to  all  countries,  under  the  Brazilian  sugar  trust 
arrangement,  amounted  to  about  $700,000,  and  of  this  increase  the 
United  States  accounted  for  about  $380,000.  Of  the  other  principal 
exports,  shipments  of  carnauba  wax  decreased  almost  50  per  cent 
from  1907  m  the  trade  in  general,  while  shipments  to  the  United 
States  increased  about  30  per  cent.  Of  the  less  important  items, 
there  were  none  that  indicate  any  material  changes  in  the  general 


Digitized  by 


Google 


316  COMMEBCIAL  RELATIONS. 

course  of  trade  between  the  two  countries.  The  decreases  in  most 
items  merely  followed  the  general  course  of  trade  conditions  in  1908 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year — a  condition  which  has  continued 
more  or  less  into  1909;  in  both  exports  and  imports. 

TRADE   CONDITIONS   WITH  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  the  import  and  export  trade  of  Brazil  in  1908 
was  probably  as  far  below  tne  coimtry's  normal  as  the  trade  of  the 
country  was  above  the  normal  in  1907.  The  immense  coflFee  crop  in 
1906-7  stimulated  unusual  imports  as  a  result  of  the  increased  ex- 
ports. The  country  was  not  prepared  to  handle  the  volume  of  goods 
imported  and  there  was  the  usual  reaction,  a  reaction  intensified  by 
reauced  exports  due  to  decreased  demand  for  Brazilian  products 
abroad  and  to  excessive  exports  of  the  year  before.  Present  indica- 
tions are  that  there  will  be  a  somewhat  slow  but  more  or  less  certain 
recovery  in  both  the  export  and  import  trade  during  1909,  which  will 
probably  lead  to  the  country's  greatest  trade  year  in  1910,  if  there  are 
no  untoward  happenings  in  the  meanwhile.  This  recovery  will  be 
aided  and  perhaps  even  unduly  accentuated  by  the  large  coffee  crop 
of  the  current  year  and  the  much  larger  crop  of  the  season  of  1909-10 
now  expected. 

In  view  of  the  somewhat  extraordinary  nature  of  the  trade  of 
Brazil  in  1907  and  1908,  trade  which  ran  so  high  in  the  former  year 
only  to  fall  in  the  latter  year  below  the  record  of  previous  seasons,  it  is 
rather  difficult  to  give  any  adequate  outline  or  the  trade  situation 
between  Brazil  and  the  United  States.  Several  facts,  however,  ap- 
pear to  be  plain.  The  first  is  that  the  United  States  not  only  con- 
tinues to  be  Brazil's  best  customer,  taking  for  its  own  use  and  con- 
sumption 40  per  cent  of  the  latter's  total  exports  and  admitting  prac- 
tically all  of  them  free  of  duty,  but  that  the  American  market  for 
Brazilian  products  is  widening  in  both  the  amount  and  in  the  nature 
of  goods  it  receives.  Coffee  and  rubber  continue  to  go  to  the  United 
States  in  immense  quantities,'^  and  there  is  no  reason  to  beUeve  that 
anything  will  interfere  with  tnat  trade. ,  Moreover,  the  United  States 
is  taking  more  of  the  other  products  in  a  way  to  indicate  permanent 
trade  siibject  to  similar  stable  conditions. 

On  the  other  hand,  American  exports  to  Brazil  sho;w  a  discoura- 
ging disposition  to  decrease.  The  United  States  lost  more  trade  with 
Brazil  in  1908  than  any  other  great  trading  nation,  and  this  trade 
was  in  fines  of  goods  that  Brazu  could  buy  from  the  United  States 
with  profit  to  itself.  The  tariff  system  of  Brazil,  for  the  revision  of 
which  a  commission  to  investigate  facts  and  conditions  has  been  ap- 
pointed, bears  heavily  upon  many  American  products.  The  traae 
situation  has  continued  so  lon^  in  this  condition  that  it  can  not  be 
said  to  be  unnatural  or  exceptional,  so  far  as  these  two  countries  are 
concerned. 

BAHIA. 

By  OONStJL  PiBBBE  PaUL  DSMfeBS. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Bahia  during  1908  amoimted  to  $27,478,803, 
United  States  currency,  a  decrease  of  $5,500,382  as  compared  with 
1907,  but  an  increase  of  $1,396,809  over  1906.    The  exports  and  im- 
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ports  amounted  to  $17,418,646  and  110,060,157,  respectively,  as 
compared  with  $20,338,800  and  $12,640,385  for  the  preceding  year, 
a  decrease  of  $2,920,154  in  exports  and  of  $2,580,228  in  imports. 
The  balance  of  trade,  however,  m  favor  of  the  port  was  $7,358,489 
in  1908  against  $7,698,415  in  1907.  The  decrease  in  trade  was  along 
general  lines,  but  especiallv  in  the  exports  of  tobacco,  rubber,  coflFee, 
and  hides,  which  showed  cfecreases  of^$l, 696,764.  $628,902,  $516,567, 
and  $206,224,  respectively,  and  in  the  imports  or  manufactures,  prin- 
cipally or  iron  and  steel  and  of  cotton  goods.  There  was  an  increase 
of  142,273  sacks  (sack=132  pounds)  in  the  exports  of  cacao,  with  an 
increased  value  of  only  $316,791,  the  prices  of  that  article  having 
averaged  13 J  cents  per  poimd  in  1908,  against  17f  cents  per  poima 
m  1907. 

DETAILED  STATEMENTS   OF   IMPORTS   AND   EXPORTS. 

No  statistics  are  yet  available  as  to  thfe  percentage  of  imports  into 
this  district  from  the  United  States,  but  it  can  safely  be  estimated 
for  1908  at  about  13  per  cent,  while  the  percentage  of  exports  thereto 
was  a  little  over  23  per  cent.  The  principal  imports  into  Bahia  from 
the  United  States  consist  of  kerosene,  lard,  lighting  machinery  and 
suppUes,  electric  cables,  surgical  and  dental  suppUes,  rubber  manufac- 
tures, clocks  and  watches,  cod-liver  oil,  chemical  products  and  medi- 
cines, and  implements  and  tools. 

The  imports  into  the  district,  by  principal  articles,  during  1908  were 
as  follows: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Aninuilii,  live 

19,113 
77,e03 

20,429 
647,520 
40,774 

6,637 
61,419 
19,791 
262,030 
20,406 
496.791 
130,684 

103,646 

32,859 

130,960 

603,351 

199,890 

27,348 

62,068 

117,736 

138,179 

779,280 
22,240 

210,279 
14,615 
30,325 
62,940 

28,282 
44,680  ! 
17,920 

61,746 
66,266 
78,700 

,  Iron  and  steel,  manuf&otures  of— Con- 
1     tlnued. 

Knginffl  and  motors 

nrPAHfttnfh* 

$56,323 
31,000 

Corn 

LooomotiTes 

Flour 

Machinery — 

Aerloultural 

Buttons 

7,259 
309,666 
181.646 
98,367 

Carrlagss,  ears,  etc.: 
Autoinoblles. . 

Iimustrtal 

Rails,  etc 

Cftre.  milwfiT. 

Bcrwing  machines 

Tools,  etc 

other.               .. 

90,674 

CheiDicftls,  dfTigs,  etc ....   

Wh^. 

89,988 

Clocks  and  watoties 

Jute  and  hemn,  and  manulMturcs  of. . 

Lead,  tin,  and  sine,  and  manuJactures 

of 

90,172 

Coal 

Conner  and  allovn 

17,167 

Conon.  manufticturw  of: 

Iieather  goods 

48,960 

Cloth 

Linen  goods 

92,312 

Hosiery 

Minerds 

142,378 

ISKif 

Oils: 

Kerosene 

Piece  Koods 

322,870 

TSSd!/..  : 

l/ubricatlng 

23,974 
64,990 

Wearln£  aonarel 

Olive T 

Yam 

Paper  and  paper  goods 

246,500 

Dves,  paints,  etc,  materials  for 

EuotTKal  apparatus,  etc 

Plants,  seeds,  etc 

106,437 

provisions: 

Dalrv  products— 

Butter 

Fish: 

Cod 

206,223 

Cheese 

69,933 

Glass,  earthraware.  etc 

Milk,  condensed 

44,290 

Hair,  feathers,  etc 

Meat  products— 

BMf 

Hats. 

723,261 

Hides  and  tikinn 

Hum., , ,- 

0,665 

j^fA      

19,401 
268  142 

Ifathematicfti 

Wine 

Hnsloal... 

Wood,  manufnctures  of 

116,500 

Smvlflal,  ftc 

Wool,  and  manufliictam  of 

141,831 

Iron  an3  steel,  manufoctures  of: 

All  other  articles.. 

1,787,820 

AziM.  whMls.  etc. 

Total 

Bar.  znd.  etc  ^ .  ^  ^  . 

10,060,157 

SS5^..      .'•  '^-  --■^^•''"*^ 
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The  total  exports  showed  a  loss  of  12,920,154  m  1908  from  the 
previous  year;  those  to  the  United  States  a  decrease  of  $1,058,214. 
The  exports,  by  leadine  articles,  and  the  share  of  the  United  States 
in  each,  are  shown  in  tne  following  statement: 


Articlee. 


Total  ex- 
ports. 


Cacao 

Camauba  wax 

Cigars  and  tobaooo: 

Cigars 

Tobacco,  leaf. . 

Coffee 

Hldea 

Monazite  sand 

Oil,  whale 

Palna  fiber 

Precious  stones: 

Carbons 

Diamonds 


«8, 


634,691 
84,815 

25,210 
,729,859 
,222,646 
605,079 
223,003 
70,848 
178,272 

134,005 
75,765 


Share  of 

the  United 

States. 


11,971,509 
41,239 


26,591 
91,488 


•81,757 


Articles. 


Rosewood 

Rubben 

liansabelra.. 

Mamooba . . . 
Skins: 

Goat 

Sheep 

All  other  articles 

Total 


Total  ex- 
I)orts. 


$31,202 

88,007 
1.479,766 

634,461 
122,686 
284,251 


Share  of 

the  United 

States. 


S29,489 

80,157 
1,117,702 

019,649 
54,470 
4,302 


17,418,646        4,068,413 


EXPLANATION   OP  COMMERCIAL   SITUATION. 


The  commercial  situation  can  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  there 
existed  during  the  year  a  general  business  and  financial  depression, 
as  a  natural  sequence  of  the  1907  panic  in  the  United  States,  which 
caused  many  large  industries,  all  consumers  of  BraziUan  products, 
either  to  curtail  their  output  or  to  shut  down  entirely.  The  eflFects 
of  the  panic  were  felt  here  through  the  whole  year,  and,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  are  still  felt  materially.  The  demand  for  Bahian  products 
was  not  as  active  as  before,  and  consequently  prices  fell  to  low  levels. 
Money  was  exceedingly  scarce,  merchants  were  conservative  in  plac- 
ing their  orders,  the  market  was  practically  at  a  standstill,  ana  the 
stocks  and  bonds  of  a  good  many  Brazilian  companies  have  substan- 
tially decreased  in  value,  which  facts  caused  not  a  few  well-estab- 
lished firms  almost  to  lose  their  equilibrium,  and  actually  forced  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  reliable  banking  institutions  in  this  State  to 
suspend  its  payments  on  February  15  last. 

The  year  1909,  however,  has  started  under  brighter  auspices  and 
promises  to  be  a  record  one.  Conditions  in  the  United  States  having 
gradually  become  normal  and  confidence  having  been  restored,  the 
change  nas  been  felt  in  this  district. 

Many  large  American  industries  that  had  stopped  operations 
reopened  their  factories  with  renewed  activity,  and  the  raw  products 
of  this  district  again  began  to  be  in  demand  at  improved  prices. 
Rubber  and  hides  especiaUy  have  been  active  since  January.  Except- 
ing coflfee,  the  cultivation  of  which  is  gradually  becoming  neglected 
in  this  State  on  account  of  low  prices  and  poor  transportation  facili- 
ties, the  crops  for  the  coming  year  promise  to  be  good.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  production  of  tobacco  alone  in  1909  will  exceed  that 
of  1908  by  at  least  400,000  bales  (bale  =  154i  pounds). 

The  prosperity  of  this  State  will  always  depend  upon  its  agricul- 
tural and  mineral,  as  well  as  animal  and  vegetable,  resources,  and 
as  the  United  States  offers  a  favored  market  for  these  products,  it 
follows  that  any  condition  arising  in  the  United  States  that  may 
affect  its  prosperity  will  necessarily  be  felt  here. 
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HEALTH  AND  CLIMATE — SHIPPINO. 

The  health  of  this  portof  265;000  inhabitants  can  be  consideredyUnder 
ordinary  and  normal  circumstances,  as  fairly  good.  During  1908, 
however,  the'city  was  visited  by  the  bubonic  plague  and  by  yellow  fever, 
while  smallpox  and  dysentery  appeared  in  epidemic  form,  which  facts 
raised  the  rate  of  mortaUty  for  the  year  to  21.71  per  1,000,  against 
18.06  per  1,000  in  1907.  The  total  deaths  registered  for  the  year 
were  5,754,  as  compared  with  4,784  during  1907.  The  births,  not 
including  the  stillborn,  were  2,958  and  2,676  for  1908  and  1907, 
respectively. 

There  has  been  no  material  chan^  during  the  past  year  in 
the  ocean  service  between  Bahia  ana  foreign  ports.  There  were 
646  vessels,  of  which  565  were  steamers,  entered  during  the  year, 
against  584,  of  which  508  were  steamers,  in  the  preceding  year,  an 
increase  of  57  steamers.  The  total  tonnage  was  1,881,281,  as  com- 
pared with  1,598,978  in  1907,  an  increase  of  282,303  tons.  British 
shipping  showed  an  increase  of  33  steamers;  German,  22;  and  French, 
10.  Asusual.  no  American  merchant  vessel  called  here  during  the  year. 
Besides  the  above,  1 ,402  small  BraziUw  coasting  vessels,  with  328,091 
tons  registered,  entered  the  port,  against  1,297  similar  vessels,  with 
255,864  tons,  in  1907,  an  increase  of  105  vessels  and  of  72,227  tons. 

PARA. 

By  Consul  George  H.  Pickebell. 

During  1908  business  fell  oflf  in  the  State  of  Para,  but  it  is  worthy 
of  note  that  the  increase  up  to  June,  1909,  over  the  corresponding 
period  in  1908  has  been  about  $800,000.  due  almost  entiren^  to  an 
improvement  in  the  price  of  rubber.  Generally  speaking,  business 
is  m  better  condition  and  the  future  more  encouraging  than  at  the 
same  time  last  vear.  Merchants  have  curtailed  their  purchases, 
and  real  eflfort  is  being  made  to  conduct  rubber  operations  m  accord- 
ance with  the  most  strict  business  methods. 

The  improvements  on  the  river  front  continue  to  show  satisfac- 
tory progress  and  there  is  everv  reason  to  believe  that  before  the 
close  of  the  present  year  it  will  be  possible  for  vessels  of  ordinary 
draft  to  come  alongside  and  discharge  their  cargoes.  This  will 
mean  a  considerable  saving  in  time,  and  should  prove  a  great  con- 
venience to  the  merchant  public.  The  Madeira  and  Mamore  Rail- 
road Company  continues  to  report  progress,  some  40  miles  of  track 
being  reaay  for  use  and  a  much  larger  amoimt  ready  for  the  rails. 

A  greater  number  of  traveling  salesmen  visited  this  consulate  in 
1908  than  in  the  preceding  year,  and  they  were  men  who  thoroughly 
understood  their  business.  Statistics  are  not  obtainable  as  to  the 
amount  of  business  for  the  past  year  originating  in  the  various  coun- 
tries, but  it  seems  certain  that  imports  from  the  United  States  showed 
no  decline. 

A  decline  of  about  $2,000,000  a  year  for  the  last  three  years  is  to 
be  noted  in  the  exports  of  the  products  of  the  State,  for,  while  the 
exports  of  purely  local  products  from  Para  amounted  to  $16,420,938 
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in  1906.  in  1907  they  had  declined  to  $14,42(^.714,  and  in  1908  had 
droppea  to  $12,535,370,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  table: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

8263,913 

766 

747 

7,038 

84^682 

160 

73,666 
1,766 

Hides  and  aUns-Gontlmied: 

Peersklns  and  other. 

Cattle 

$28,409 

Ffttn.  animal ....            

Nuts.Bratil 

416,406 

Fefttoers,  egret 

Rubber: 

Crude 

Fish  sounds 

11,091,764 
666 

Gold,  residue 

MsinMhAfm   _ 

HIda  and  skins: 

Wood  ..7. 

28,660 

OrM»n  itftltpd  and  dried 

Total 

Dried  and  Stretched 

12,636,370 

RUBBER  THE   CHIEF   ITEM   OF   EXPORT. 

Rubber  was,  as  heretofore,  the  principal  item  of  export  from  the 
State  of  Para,  with  Brazil  nuts,  cacao,  hides,  and  fish  sounds  form- 
ing the  major  part  of  the  balance  of  the  outgoing  commerce.  In 
acblition  to  the  local  production  of  caoutchouc,  rubber  grown  in  the 
Federal  Territory  of  Acre  passes  through  the  port  of  rara  in  lai]ge 
quantities,  the  total  value  of  the  1908  shipments  from  that  district 
being  $6,354,224,  on  which  customs  duties  amounting^to  SI, 270,846 
were  paid.  The  following  table  shows  the  receipts  at  rara  of  rubber 
from  the  Federal  Territory,  the  amount  graded  and  exported,  with 
the  official  value  and  duty  collected,  in  1908: 


Receipts. 

Exports. 

District. 

Qnanttty. 

Value. 

Fine  and 
medium. 

Semamby 

and 
Caucho. 

ToUl. 

Duty 
ooUectad. 

Acre 

P<mn4$. 
6,614,961 
2;449;616 
2,613,616 

P9Hn4$. 
4,720,078 
1,688,426 
2,036,247 

Pvumit, 
1,683,477 
772,666 
602,164 

Pimni$, 
6,403,666 
2,361,062 
2,638,400 

83,624,206 
1,820,968 
1,409,066 

8724,845 

264,194 

Jurua 

291,807 

Total  for  190S 

11,677,992 
11,960,706 

8,344,761 
8,362.047 

2,968,286 
3,149,322 

11,803,019 
U,601,369 

6,364,224 
8,837,672 

1,270,846 

Totalforl907 

2,082,628 

Decrease 

372,713 

7,296 

191,036 

198,330 

2,483,348 

761,782 

The  Aci^  shipments  of  rubber  in  1908  fell  $2,483,348  behind  the 
1907  foreign  sales,  but  were  about  equal  to  the  1906  trade.  The 
growth  of  the  rubber  industry  in  the  territory  during  the  past  six 
years,  gauged  by  the  official  value  of  the  shipments  passing  through 
the  Para  customs  and  the  tax  collected,  is  indicated  m  the  following 
table: 


Year. 

Value. 

Tax. 

Year. 

VahM. 

Tml 

190S .... 

8322,710 
2,007,676 
7,821,861 
6,268,966 

874,228 

409,928 

1,413,119 

1,441,840 

1907 

88,887,673 
6,364,224 

82,082,088 

1904 

1906 

i;270;846 

1906 

Total 

1906 

31.702,998 

6,642,684 
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Peru  and  Bolivia  also  contributed  to  the  amount  of  rubber  shipped 
through  the  port  of  Para,  the  1908  traffic,  however,  being  $1,199,661 
less  thaivthe  total  from  these  two  countries  in  1907,  Jbut  greater  than 
the  1906  aggregate  by  the  small  margin  of  $20,914.  The  trade  in 
rubber  grown  in  these  two  neighboring  countries  and  passing  through 
Para,  during  1906, 1907,  and  1908  is  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Country. 

1906. 

1907. 

1906. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

p«ii 

366,406 
2,600,726 

1261,963 
1,884,208 

1,670,623 
3,067,627 

$1,002,032 
2,363,834 

66,685 
3,535,877 

$35,663 

Bolivia 

2,121,442 

Total 

2,967,132 

2.136,191 

4,728,160 

3,356,766 

3,602,462 

2, 157, 105 

TRADE   WrrH  THE   UNrTED    STATES — SHIPPING  STATISTICS. 

The  value  of  the  exports  declared  for  shipment  to  the  United  States 
through  the  consulate  at  Para  and  the  agencies  at  Manaos  and  Maran- 
ham  was  $52,130,439.  Rubber  formed  $50,961,803  pf  this  amount, 
and  included  shipments  not  only  from  Para  and  Acre,  but  also  from 
the  entire  territory  embraced  within  this  consular  district.  The 
articles  were: 


Articles. 


Value. 


Balsam  oopalba 
Beans,  tonka... 

Cacao 

Curloe 

Feathers 

Ouarana 

Nuts 


$18,002 
2,603 

334,882 
5,000 
23,180 
5,606 

671,585 


Articles. 


Rubber 

Skins,  deer 

Wax.camauba.. 
All  other  articles 

Total 


Value. 


$50,961,803 

81,470 

25,260 

1,048 


52,130,439 


The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  the  agencj  at  Manaos  to 
the  United  States  for  1908  was  $14,959,216,  the  feadmg  items  being: 
Old  copper,  $1,507;  emigrants'  effects,  $5,000;  feathers,  $1,250;  nuts, 
$286,952;  and  rubber,  $14,664,044. 

There  were  836  steamers  and  217  sailing  vessels,  with  an  aggregate 
of  961,423  tons,  which  entered  the  port  of  Para  in  1908.  Of  the 
steamers,  619  were  Brazihan,  266  British,  and  45  German.  Not  one 
flew  the  American  flag,  yet  33  of  those  with  the  British  ensign  and  10 
of  the  Brazilian  vessels  came  from  New  York.  Craft  trading  exclu- 
sively in  the  rivers  of  the  State  of  Para  are  not  included  in  the  figures 
just  given,  nor  are  the  fishing  schooners. 

COAL  IMPORTS   INCREASING. 


Coal  and  coke  are  bought  in  foreign  markets  for  domestic  use  and 
for  coaling  the  numerous  ships  that  reach  Para,  and  imports  have 
more  than  doubled  in  the  last  decade.  In  1900  the  imports  amounted 
to  60,479  tons;  in  1905,  68,174  tons;  in  1906,  97,608  tons;  in  1907, 
126,248  tons,  a  gain  of  almost  30,000  tons;  and  in  1908,  126,089  tons, 
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a  very  small  loss  from  the  preceding  year,  but  still  more  than  twice 
the  1900  importations.  Some  idea  of  the  extent  of  incoming  and 
outgoing  busmess  of  this  port  can  be  gained  from  the  folloM(in^  table 
of  official  values  of  the  merchandise  handled  by  the  customs  depart- 
ment during  the  last  three  years: 


1906. 


1907. 


1906. 


Imports: 

Dutiable 

Free  of  duty 

In  transit 

Reexported 

Diverted  to  other  vessels  through  Para. 

Reloaded 

Exports  of  rubber  from  the  Acre  territory. . 

Total 


$12,805,285 

2,282,255 

885,410 

27,087 

1,841,162 

10,021 

6,268,056 


$16,960,254 
3,768,480 
1,113,706 
12,450 
2,841,015 
3,456 
8,837,572 


$12,412,456 

3,543,288 

643,875 

13,716 

114,122 

25,283 

6,354,224 


23,710,176 


83,536,883 


23,106,364 


The  volume  of  traffic,  expressed  in  number  of  packages  entered 
and  cleared  at  the  custom-house,  was  as  follows:  1908,  entered 
2,638,394,  cleared  2,609,532;  1907,  entered  2,525,909,  cleared 
2,418,067;  1908,  entered  1,702,860,  cleared  1,680,196.  The  customs 
collections  on  account  of  portage,  labor,  etc.,  were  $83,142  in  1906, 
$105,163  m  1907,  and  $110,389  m  1908. 

REVENUES   DECREASmO. 

The  falling  off  in  the  business  of  the  State  of  Para  produced  a  cor- 
responding aecrease  in  the  taxes  collectible,  and  the  revenue  of  the 
State  amounted  in  1908  to  $3,110,730  from  sources  which,  in  1907, 
produced  $3,614,911,  and  in  1906,  $4,039,147.  Of  the  amount  col- 
lected in  1908,  municipal  taxes  made  up  $417,645,  the  remainder 
being  export  duties  as  lollows: 


Articles. 

Rate. 

Amount. 

Articles. 

Rate. 

Amount 

Cacao ad  valorem.. 

Cattle head.. 

Feathers,  egret,  .ad  valorem. . 

Fish  sounds do 

Fats Wk).. 

Gold,  old ad  valorem.. 

Hides do.... 

Percent, 
6 

5 

tooo 

5 
17 
16 

•"•If 

102 

8 

12»806 

66,610 

Rubber: 

Crude 

Mangabeira 

Skins 

Wood 

Total 

...do.... 
...do... 
...do.... 
...do.... 

Percent, 

22 
15 
10 
6 

2,572,188 

131 

2,841 

1,533 

2,603,065 

Nuts do.... 

Among  what  are  termed  import  duties  levied  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment are  included  a  tax  upon  merchandise  intended  for  consump- 
tion, a  tax  of  2  per  cent  upon  cereals,  labor  charges  on  goods  admitted 
free  of  duty,  a  charge  for  guarding  and  superintending  the  handling 
of  the  merchandise  and  for  storage,  and  a  tax  for  weighing  and  value- 
ing.  Lighter  and  dock  dues  are  also  collected  by  the  custom-house 
officials,  and  a  supplementary  tax  of  10  per  cent  on  free  imports.  A 
tax  of  6  per  cent  upon  the  official  value  of  rubber  ori^ating  in  the 
federal  territory  of  Acre  and  shipped  by  way  of  Para  is  collected  by 
the  officials  of  that  port.  Stamp  taxes  of  various  kinds,  a  tax  of  5 
per  cent  on  the  value  of  federal  lottery  tickets,  a  tax  upon  dividends, 
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rent  of  marine  lands,  and  the  judiciary  tax  are  termed  interior 
taxes.  Under  the  head  of  consumption  taxes  such  articles  as  tobacco, 
liqnoFB,  matches,  boots  and  shoes,  salt,  candles,  perfumery,  pharma- 
ceutical specialties,  vin^ar,  preserves,  playing  cards,  hats  and  caps, 
walkimr  sticks,  cottons,  and  foreign  wines  all  contribute  to  the  support 
of  the  Fedeni  Grovemment.  The  amount  which  each  of  tiiese  taxes 
contributed  in  1908  is  shown  in  the  following  table,  in  comparison 
with  the  1907  income  from  the  same  sources: 


1907. 


Imports 16,066,028 

Entrance  and  clearance  of 

vessete '         18,094 

Supplementary  taxes .^9'  ^ 


Exports 
Interior  taxes. 


444,807 


1906. 


$4,221,900 

16,088 

6,786 

732,806 

256,666 


!:  Consomptlon  tax 

Extraoralnary  taxes. 

Spedal  taxes , 

I>epo6lts 

Total , 


1907. 


6516,370 

806 

2,176,515 

72,953 


9,584,390 


1908. 


1380,171 

1,067 

1,018,747 

57,080 


6,609,367 


IMPORTS   WHICH   PAY   NO  DUTY. 

Special  laws  exempt  from  duty  certain  materials  and  merchandise 
intended  for  the  government  of  the  State  of  Para,  for  the  municipal 
administration  of  the  city  of  Para,  for  the  Para  Electric  Company, 
the  Para  Industrial  and  Agricultural  Syndicate,  and  for  the  Compafiia 
de  Comercio  y  Nav^aci6n.  Contracts  with  the  Government  relieve 
from  the  payment  of  import  fees  merchandise  intended  for  telegraph 
and  railway  companies,  the  BraziUan  Lloyd,  the  Port  of  Para  Com- 
pany, etc.  Under  the  existing  tariff  coal  and  coke,  live  plants,  seeds, 
eggs,  and  supplies  for  the  treasury,  war,  navy,  and  public  works 
departments  or  the  Federal  Government  are  admitted  without  the 
payment  of  customs  duties,  and  the  free  entry  of  goods  under  these 
three  heads  entailed  a  loss  to  the  treasurv  of  $782,093  in  1908,  or 
11,593,964  in  the  last  three  years.  The  following  table  shows  the 
character  of  the  exemptions,  the  official  value  of  the  merchandise,  and 
the  loss  to  the  treasury  in  each  of  the  years  1906, 1907,  and  1908: 


Chanoter  of  ezempUon. 

1906. 

1907. 

1906. 

Value. 

Lob. 

Vahie. 

Lob. 

Value. 

Lob. 

Laws  and  contracto  with  Fed- 
eral Government 

$1,160,897 
1,112,350 

1200,670 
6,696 

62,877,340 
801,090 

1801.646 
14,868 

62,604,643 
038,606 

$744,147 

Tarilf 

37,046 

Total 

2,282,266 

205,968 

8,768,430 

606,904 

3,643,238 

782,008 

PERNAMBUCO. 

By  Consul  Georob  A.  Chamberlain. 

The  year  1908  in  Pemambuco,  while  it  showed  a  decrease  in  im- 
ports, was  brightened  by  high  prices  in  sugar  for  home  consumption, 
the  main  product  of  the  district.  This  condition  made  money  gen- 
erally more  free  and  relieved  the  credit  stress  on  planters  and  lenders 
both  in  Pemambuco  and  in  the  neighboring  States  of  Alagoas  and 
Parahyba. 
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The  city  export  tax  on  everything  leaving  the  limits  of  the  munici- 
pality of  Keciie,  the  port  of  Pernambuco,  continued  to  wei^h  heavily 
on  conmierce,  and  toward  the  end  of  the  year  its  oppression  was  so 
felt  as  to  lead  to  a  general  movement  on  the  part  of  the  merchants 
for  its  modification,  along  with  that  of  local  taxation  on  imports. 
This  movement  will  reach  a  conclusion  in  the  1909  budget  law  and 
aims  at  a  substitution  of  indirect  taxation  for  the  direct  taxes  now 
levied  on  importers. 

Exchange,  once  so  prominent  a  featuie  here  in  foreign  conmierce, 
was  passive  throughout  1908  at  31  cents  to  the  milreis,  which  reduced 
speculation  on  the  market  to  a  minimum. 

For  importers  and  retailers  the  year  was  one  of  retrenchment  and 
shortened  credits,  the  outward  evidence  of  this  poUcy  being  the  large 
decrease  in  imports.  In  spite  of  retrenchment  overdue  credits  are 
supposed  to  be  large  and  tne  business  standing  of  importers  and  the 
suppUers  of  upcountry  merchants  would  be  considered  generally 
unsound  were  it  not  for  the  promising  prospects  of  1909. 

FAVORABLE  CONDmONS  FOR  SUGAR  INDUSTRY. 

The  principal  industry  in  Pernambuco  is  the  manufacture  of  sugar. 
Conditions  are  favorable  for  the  introduction  of  new  machinery  and 
new  plants.  Pernambuco  alone  has  28  su^ar  centrals  or  factories 
and  over  1 ,000  small  cane  plantations  and  old-fashioned  mills.  ^  These 
mills  are  destined  to  give  place  to  centrals  and  the  change  is  now 
going  on.  Machinery  for  the  new  centrals  already  contracted  for 
will  all  come  from  Europe,  as  English  manufacturers  are  strongly 
represented  here.  However,  the  work  of  substituting  centrals  for 
the  old-fashioned  mills  is  bound  to  continue  for  years  and  there  is  no 
reason  why  some  American  firms  who  have  had  experience  in  out- 
fitting whole  plants  in  Cuba  should  not  secure  a  footmg  here  through 
active  representation  and  a  special  study  of  the  market. 

Indications  are  that  1909  and  1910  will  be  good  years  and  will 
relieve  the  general  strain,  as  two  large  sources  will  bring  foreim 
money  into  the  market:  The  record  sugar  crop  in  prospect  and  the 
port  works,  which  latter  will  employ  an  unprecedented  number  of 
native  laborers. 

Sugar  was  the  keynote  of  the  yearns  trade.  Owing  to  the  successful 
operation  of  the  local  sugar  trust,  helped  by  a  small  crop,  prices  for 
home  consumption  wereTiigher  than  ever  and  producers  and  money 
lenders  were  aole  to  readjust  credits  on  a  far  more  satisfactory  basis. 
One  house  alone  is  said  to  have  called  in  $1,000,000  that  had  been 
out  at  12  per  cent  per  annum. 

The  su^ar  combine  was  successful  for  two  years  in  its  forcing  oper- 
ation, which  consisted  in  restricting  sales  to  foreign  exports  up  to  a 
fixed  date.  When  the  supply  was  reduced  to  the  needs  of  the  home 
market,  arbitrary  prices  were  established  on  sales  for  domestic 
consumption,  which  soon  wiped  out  the  loss  experienced  through 
low  prices  abroad.  The  successful  operation  of  the  scheme  depended 
on  a  linuted  crop  and  early  in  the  1908-9  season  returns  ran  so  high 
that  certain  members  of  the  combine  became  alarmed  and  yielded 
to  tlie  temptations  of  the  southern  market.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
the  collapse  of  the  combine  was  foreseen  and  subsequently  took 
place. 
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MOVEMENTS     OP     FOREIGN     TRADE. 

During  1908  imports  into  Pemambuco  fell  from  $13,272,754  to 
$11,643,856,  a  decrease  of  $1,628,898  from  1907.  On  the  other 
hand,  Alagoas  imports  increased  from  $1,840,599  to  $2,382,900;  Para- 
hyba  imports  from  $904,468  to  $931,374  and  Rio  Grande  do  Norte 
imports  rrom  $307,318  to  $375,079,  a  total  increase  for  the  three 
ports  connected  by  rail  with  Pemambuco  of  $636,968. 

The  imports  into  Ceara,  the  remaining  State  of  this  consular 
district,  which  is  commercially  cut  off  from  this  city  and  conse- 
quently has  not  benefited  from  Pemambuco's  loss,  decreased  from 
$2  J34,080  in  1907  to  $2,167,883  in  1908. 

While  the  total  exports  from  the  whole  district  showed  a  great 
decrease  in  1908,  owing  largely  to  the  drought  that  afflicted  the  five 
States  without  exception,  the  exports  to  the  United  State  increased 
from  $1,919,323  in  1907  to  $2,527,060  in  1908,  which  was  a  little  over 
33  per  cent  of  the  total  exports  of  the  district.  Sugar  was  responsible 
for  most  of  the  increase. 

IMPORTS   BY   ARTICLES    AND   BY   STATES. 

The  imports  into  the  Pemambuco  district  in  1908  were  valued  at 
$17,501,092,  distributed  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Pernam- 
buoo. 


Alagoas. 


Ceaia. 


Para- 
hyba. 


Rio 
Grande 
do  Norte. 


Alpaca,  moslln,  etc 

AnUlne,  etc 

Breaditufb: 

Flour,  wheat 

Other 

Cakslmn  oarblde 

Can  and  other  vehicles: 

Automobiles,  etc 

Cars,  railway 

•      Other 

Coal,eto 

C<H>per,  and  manufactures  of. . . 
Cotton,  manufsotures  of: 
Piece  goods- 
Bleached 

Dyed 

Prints 

Other 

Yam 

AU  other 

Electrical  appUaooes 

Plsh,cod.7:.. 

Frames,  plcture,eto 

Qlass  ana  china  ware 

Hats 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Axles,  wheels,  etc 

Bars  and  sheets 

Cutlery 

Qalvanlsed  roofing 

Implements  and  tools 

Machines  and  machinery- 
Agricultural 

Boilers,  etc 

Industrial 

Locomotives  and  parts. , 

Motors,  etc 

Sewing  machines 

rttere 


Typewrit* 


Pomps,  etc. . 

RaOsr. 

Wire 

Ail  other 

Jawelry 

Leather,  manulEkctures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Other  manuftiPtures. . 


$102,419 
66,330 

1,001,645 

8,374 

25,928 

24,950 
54,117 
11.442 
G55,827 
76,372 


136,200 
315,237 
235,958 
173,806 

58,875 
185,258 

26,109 

,329,468 

6,789 

129,333 


79,648 
63,062 
27,717 
15. 9n 
103,151 

73,577 

85,465 
274,534 
131,306 

22,030 

46.662 

4.278 

163,385 

11,465 
170,644 

51,339 
160,431 

16,067 

27, 3n 
42,146 


|U,886 
4,392 


1,666 
5,096 


460 


2,462 
22,839 
12,609 


19,420 
44,610 
55,705 
00,578 
34 
85,958 

7,136 
394,697 

1,794 
60,027 

3,700 

2,827 
10,021 

9,095 

524 

24,826 

14,632 

25,048 

121,343 

4,388 

29,004 
14,703 

1,134 
28,158 

9.367 
122,086 
43,566 
47.608 

1,783 

3,049 
9,437 


819,852 
512 

324,630 
1,067 
6,911 


9,400 
27,130 
17,608 


00,402 
128,602 


43,400 
93 

60,934 
3,808 
1,967 
3,250 

34,068 
8,511 

6,525 
14,794 
15,113 

2,166 
40,271 


3.947 


87,600 
927 

275,112 

888 

9,966 

1,416 


247 

43,174 

5,601 


13,197 

39,662 

45.143 

25.205 

57 

17,632 

1,360 

261 

807 

15,364 

8.307 

91 

10,606 

6.017 

381 

16,969 


1,973 

1,754 

5,213 

2,260 

7.673 

17,645 

44,912 

2.788 

3,490 

10.042 

7,403 

5,009 

m 

166 

43.803 

18.326 

4,317 

387 

234.606 

15 

29,674 

8,306 

27.184 

10,444 

5,047 

19 

1.114 


$1,171 


6.133 
130 


1,697 
6,054 
1.611 
22.604 
2.763 


8,477 
17,444 
22.014 
13,740 


8,278 

87 

117 

696 

4.429 

1.238 

189 
460 


7,851 

3 

617 

2,696 


3.417 
978 


12.127 
112 

20,451 
5.034 
2,968 


9,969    2,948 
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Articles. 


Penutm- 
buoo. 


Alagoas. 


Ceara. 


Para- 
hyba. 


Rio 
Grande 
do  Norte. 


Linen  goods 

Lomb^ 

Oils: 

Cod-Urer,  ete 

Kerosene 

Lubricating 

Paper,  and  mannSutures  of . 

Paraffin 

Perfumery 

Photographic  supplies 

Pipes,  tobacco 

Provisions: 

Dairy  products- 
Butter 

Cheese 

Meat  products- 
Bacon 

Beef,  Jerked 

811k  goods 

Soap,  etc 

'Spirits,  wines,  etc . .'....'..!!. 


Toys, 

Turpentine 

Wearing  apparel.. 
All  other  articles.  . 


$76,808 
62,400 

4,700 
384,800 
31.817 
260,452 
9,785 
41,064 
7,323 
21,914 


207,563 
40,623 

16,145 

,316,936 

54,025 

181,513 

266,215 

184,575 

10,250 

1,658 

43,707 

,675,307 


16,420 
8,568 


141,822 
2,043 
31,365 
277 
5,733 
162 
10,486 


55,802 
5,136 

11 

10,267 

8,093 

19,922 

31,966 

35,990 

2,833 

206 

5,036 

346,793 


127,600 
9,502 

790 

65,926 

4,468 

29,880, 

82  ' 

17,681 

2,243 

29,712 


80,251 


60 
9,904 
20,749 
32,521 
55,695 
56,264 
2,925 
219 
14,517 
375,678 


Total 11.648,866  1    2,382,900  1    2,167,883 


I 


t6,6S0 
1,207 

U9 

88,401 

500 

18,700 

114 

2,061 

11 

7,301 


28,666 
2,444 

283 


2,808 
12,055 
15,808 
6,278 
2,615 
58 
3,460  , 
115,776  ' 


$5,370 
1,370 


25,372 
308 

6,932 


321 
948 


4,807 
101 

4,807 


874 

535 

9,008 

2,602 

130 

40 

111 

58,775 


981,874  I      376,079 


RECEIPTS   OP   FLOUR. 

In  imports  of  flour  the  United  States  continued  through  1908  to 
lose  to  Argentina.  While  the  United  States  gained  1,212,797  kilos 
(kilo  =  2.2  pounds)  in  Pemambuco  to  Argentina's  1,028,094  kilos 
gain  over  1907^  the  latter  increased  its  exports  into  the  more  northern 

forts  of  the  district.  Ceara  and  Natal,  by  2,652,763  kilos,  while  the 
Fnited  States  gained  only  154,476  kilos.  This  shows  that  the  prefer- 
ence in  import  duties  on  American  flour  is  not  sufficient  to  save  the 
Brazilian  market  to  the  United  States  except  in  the  Amazon  Valley, 
where  freij^ht  conditions  are  more  equal. 

No  small  part  of  Pemambuco's  increased  import  of  American  flour 
during  the  year  was  due  to  propaganda  and  advert^ing  by  an  expert 
salesman.  Many  of  the  finest  orands  of  the  American  article  found 
ready  acceptance,  while  the  cheap  brands  were  outclassed  bjr  Argen- 
tine flours :  therefore  the  United  States  has  a  chance  to  regain  much 
of  the  market  through  superior  quality  of  flour  and  proper  propaganda. 
The  imports  of  flour  into  the  Pemambuco  consular  district  from 
the  three  principal  countries  during  the  past  two  years  were  as 
follows,  quantities  being  given  in  kilos  of  2.2046  pounds.  The  figures 
for  1908  are  provisional  and  the  1907  statistics  from  custom-bouse 
records. 


Port. 

United  States. 

Argentina. 

Austria-Hungary. 

1907. 

1908. 

1907. 

1908. 

1907. 

1908. 

Pemamhiion. .          . ,  .  .  . 

Kiloi. 

5,074,279 

3,683,380 

1,064.748 

88,000 

JtOof. 

0.287,076 

3,646,174 

1,420,714 

280,632 

KUOB. 
14,770,038 

218.750 
2,012,500 

437,500 

JTOot. 
16,708,132 
1,980,000 
3,201,000 
1.320,013 

Kiloi. 
4,584,412 
4,375 
966,875 

JTttot. 
4,285,560 

C«ara 

2^oa 

1,157,565 

Macek) 

Natal 

Total 

9,901,357 

11,634,506 

17,438.788 

22,306,145 

5,565,602 

5,806,188 
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EXPORTS   FROM   THE  DISTRICT. 


The  total  exports  from  this  co^ular  district  in  1908  amounted  in 
value  to  $7,320,704,  against  $13,017,216  in  the  previous  year,  a  de- 
crease of  $5,696,512.     The  articles  and  their  value,  by  states,  were: 


Articles. 

buco. 

Alagoas. 

Ceara. 

Parahyba. 

Rio  Grande 
do  Norte. 

Cotton 

$334,113 

$320 
2,243 
58,345 

$42,778 

$304,435 

$22,082 

Cotton,  waste 

17.  £22 

Hides 21,673 

Metal,  scrap '        22.450 

246,865 

50,648 

5,831 

Robber 

18,103 

1,401 

659.861 

354 

195 

Seeds: 

Castor 

6,704 
260,030 
504,473 
1,068,733 
360,823 
163,899 

330 

Cotton 

27,606 
484,695 
296,064 

3,100 
1,069,667 

251,514 
501,524 

7,125 

RlriTiff 

1,866 

Sugar 

Wax,  camaoba 

423,389 
15,575 

605 

All  other  articles 

28,227 

7,660 

9,684 

Total '. 

2,777,523 

898,013 

2,481,225 

1, 116, 135 

47,808 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  Pemambuco,  including  the 
agencies  at  Ceara,  Natal,  and  Maceio,  to  the  United  States  during 
1908  was  $2,527,060,  against  $1,919,323  in  1907.  The  articles  were 
as  follows: 


Articles. 


Pemam- 
buco. 


Ceara. 


Natal. 


Robber 

Skins  and  hides 

Sugar 

Wax,  camauba. 
Otber  articles.. 

Total 


$297 

702,580 

370,634 

134,901 

4,289 


$14,749 
804,456 


$15,458 


178,016 
1,387 


152 


1,212,701 


998,607 


16,610 


$1,300 

243,709 

47,462 


7,671 


300,142 


PORT  WORKS,  RAILWAYS,  DEATH   RATE,  AND   STEAMSHIP   SERVICE. 

The  Pemambuco  port  works  were  contracted  for  in  August,  1908. 
The  loan  for  the  work  guaranteed  by  the  Federal  Government  was 
successfully  floated,  and  1909  will  see  a  start  made  on  this  long  de- 
layed public  improvement. 

The  main  railway  system  in  the  district  is  the  Great  Western  of 
Brazil,  with  branches  running  to  the  capital  of  Alagoas  on  the  south 
and  the  capital  of  Rio  Grande  do  Norte  on  the  north  and  branches 
extending  mland  to  Vicosa,  Garanhuns,  Pesqueira,  and  Campina 
Grande.  From  these  points  the  system  will  be  extended  as  money 
conditions  and  government  contracts  allow.  The  most  important 
event  of  the  year  for  the  system  was  the  joining  of  all  its  lines  in 
Pemambuco,  so  that  a  central  station  can  at  any  time  be  substituted 
for  the  three  terminals  now  in  use  and  rolling  stock  from  one  line 
made  available  on  any  other. 

Outside  of  the  region  served  by  the  Great  Western  of  Brazil,  active 
work  is  reported  on  railways  to  join  Therezina  in  Piauhy  to  Crato, 
Ceara;  to  extend  the  Sobral,  Ceara,  railway;  to  extend  the  Baturite, 
Ceara,  railway;  to  build  a  railway  in  Rio  Grande  do  Norte;  to  join 
Maceio,  Alagoas,  to  Propria,  Sergipe. 
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The  death  rate  in  Pemambuco  in  1908  was  38.01,  which  compares 
favorably  with  40.53  in  1907.  The  decrease  was  wholly  due  to  the 
1,000  fewer  deaths  from  smallpox.  The  increase  in  tuberculosis, 
which  is  endemic,  brought  that  source  of  death  up  to  1,363,  the  total 
for  deaths  from  all  causes  being  only  7,602.  The  notable  feature  of 
the  health  table,  however,  is  the  acknowledged  presence  of  yellow 
fever,  one  death  being  admitted  in  1907  and  nme  in  1908. 

Steamers  from  New  York  were  frequent  throughout  the  year,  but 
return  sailings  with  cargo  were  few,  only  35  ships  saiUng  for  United 
States  ports  during  1908.  In  April  a  monthly  call  service  from 
Argentina  for  New  York  by  way  of  North  Brazil  and  Cuban  ports  was 
started,  but  as  these  ships  take  forty  and  fifty  days  for  the  voyage 
from  Pemambuco  they  have  done  nothing  to  help  the  mail  situation. 
Two  American  merchant  vessels  called  at  this  port  during  the  year 
for  provisions  only. 

RIO  DE  JANEIRO. 

By  Consul-General  George  E.  Anderson. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  1908  compared  with  that 
of  1907  shows  in  a  general  way  the  trend  of  trade  for  all  Brazil.  In 
exports  the  bulk  of  the  trade  depended  upon  the  coflFee  crop  of  the 
states  of  Minas  Geraes  and  Rio  de  Janeiro  instead  of  that  of  Sao  Paulo, 
and  the  exports  fell  from  $35,964,495  in  1907  to  $29,804,961  in  1908. 
In  imports  there  was  a  decrease  from  $96,597,881  in  1907  to 
$70,032,416  in  1908.  This  decrease,  however,  is  more  apparent 
than  real,  being  due  mostly  to  decreased  imports  of  foreign  money 
for  banking  purposes.  The  actual  decrease  was  about  the  same  as 
that  for  all  Brazil. 

While  this  decrease  in  imports  and  the  decreased  sale  of  Brazilian 
products  abroad  naturally  made  a  poor  year's  trade,  the  results  of 
the  operations  on  the  whole  are  probablv  as  beneficial  to  Brazil  as 
they  would  have  been  had  the  volume  or  trade  on  both  sides  of  the 
ledger  been  larger,  and  certainly  are  more  favorable  than  any  course 
of  events  that  would  have  endangered  the  rate  of  exchange.  Present 
indications  are  that  the  rate  of  exchange  for  the  paper  currency 
established  by  the  Brazihan  Government  in  its  exchange  bureau 
will  be  maintained. 

GAIN    IN    SHIPMENTS   TO   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

While  the  record  of  exports  from  the  district  shows  a  decrease  of 
nearly  $6,000,000  compared  with  1907,  the  shipments  to  the  United 
States  show  an  increase  of  substantially  $3,000,000,  the  United  States 
taking  about  37  per  cent  of  the  exports  from  the  district  in  1907  and 
about  45  per  cent  in  1908.  The  general  decrease  was  upon  almost 
all  items  of  the  eight  or  ten  products  constituting  nearly  the  whole 
of  BraziPs  exports.  In  hides  and  animal  products  generally  there 
was  a  loss  of  7^  per  cent  compared  with  1907,  the  United  States,  how- 
ever, taking  a  considerable  increase  in  dry  hides,  chiefly  goat,  lamb, 
and  calf.  The  decreased  exports  of  minerals  to  all  countries 
amounted  to  about  16.6  per  cent,  manganese  accounting  for  most 
of  the  loss.  The  exports  of  manganese  fell  from  $2,275,650  in  1907 
to  $1,201,090  in  1908,  while  the  exports  of  the  ore  to  the  United 
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States  fell  from  about  $530,000  to  about  $118,000.  In  monazite 
sand  there  was  an  increase  in  the  exports,  and  the  shipments  abroad 
of  gold  in  bar  increased  from  $1,981,585  to  $2,196,000.  The  exports 
of  all  vegetable  products,  consisting  chiefly  of  coffee  and  sugar,  fell 
from  $29,849,040  to  $24,813,425.  Coffee  fell  from  $28,917,805  to 
$23,737,649,  though  the  exports  of  coffee  from  the  district  to  the 
United  States  increased  from  about  $13,000,000  to  about  $16,000,000. 
Manicoba  rubber  fell  from  $87,535  to  $50,630,  none  going  to  the 
United  States  in  1908.  There  was  a  notable  increase  in  the  exports 
of  sugar  from  the  district,  in  line  with  the  export  agreement  or  the 
Brazilian  sugar  combination.  The  United  States  took  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  increase,  although  the  volume  of  sugar  shipments  to 
the  United  States  was  not  large,  there  having  been  none  m  1906  or 
1907.  In  a  general  way,  the  exports  from  the  district  for  the  year 
show  the  dependence  ot  Brazil  upon  its  coffee  crop  in  this  portion 
of  the  countiy. 

There  is  a  movement  in  the  direction  of  a  diversification  of  trade 
as  may  be  indicated  by  the  increased  shipments  of  a  number  of 
products  like  hides,  camauba  wax,  monazite  sand,  and  gold  bar. 
But  the  fact  that  exports  of  some  of  its  more  staple  products  in  such 
lines  like  manganese  ore  have  fallen  away  does  not  promise  much 
for  such  diversification  in  the  district  or  in  Brazil  as  a  wnole. 

IMPORTS  INTO  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  imports  into  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  1908  follow  in  a  general  way 
the  imports  of  Brazil  as  a  whole.  The  chief  item  in  the  decrease  was 
that  or  foreign  money.  The  falling  off  in  imports  in  other  lines  was 
substantially  the  same  as  that  for  all  Brazil,  being  considerably 
greater  in  manufactured  goods  than  in  foodstuffs  and  supplies.  This 
decrease  in  manufactured  goods,  which  is  most  noticeable  in  the 
imports  of  the  more  common  cotton  goods  and  the  cheaper  grades 
of  many  other  manufactured  goods,  is  due  to  a  large  extent  to  the 
development  of  local  industries. 

The  imports,  by  articles,  into  the  Rio  de  Janeiro  consular  district 
in  1907  and  1908,  respectively,  were  as  follows,  values  being  given  in 
United  States  currency : 


ArUdes. 


Aluminum.  manufiBctures 

of. 

Animals,  live 

Animal  deposits 

Arms  and  ammunition. . . 
Can,  carriages,  etc.: 

Automobiles 

Railroad  cars,  etc 

Chemical  products 

Clocks 

Coal 

Codfish 

Copper,  and  manufactures 

of 

Cotton,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Raw 

Piece  goods- 
Dyed 

Prints 

Unbleached 

White 

Other  manufactures. . 


1907. 

1906. 

$20,975 
211,202 
194,348 
317,276 

133.700 
273. 178 
127,233 
451,328 

471,396 
132,094 

1,685,495 
39,680 

6.488.373 
967,292 

561,086 

244,210 

1,683,573 

47,825 

5,607.010 

1,076,251 

1.456,363 

1,171,418 

656,580 

732,387 

1,600,047 
874,088 
85,232 
602.389 

2,954,164 

1,034,229 

434,105 

74,120 

429.646 

2,298.139 

Articles. 


Electrical  apparatus  and 

supplies 

Flax 

Gold,  stiver,  etc.,  manu- 
factures of 

Hair,  skins,  feathers,  and 

manufactures  of 

Hides,  etc 

Instruments: 

Mathematical 

Musical 

Surgical 

Iron  and  steel,  manuik> 
turesof: 

Bars,  etc , 

Cutlery , 

Engines  and  motors. . 

Hutlware , 

Locomotives 

Machinery- 
Agricultural , 

Industrial 

Pumps , 


1907. 


11.396,218 
174,271 

1,564,835 

206,554 
1,199,120 

165,680 
261,557 
232,542 


578,163 
310.060 
212,479 
2,566,644 
614,851 

70,077 
779,425 
48,261 


1908. 


11,430.865 
113,039 

902,308 

148.506 
966,680 

203,842 
289,239 
218,242 


642,754 
182,090 
202,204 
2,179,501 
642.063 

92,582 
815,519 
98,533 
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Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Iron,  etc— Continaed. 
Railroad  rails. 

fl. 970. 854 

460,128 

14,431 

450,029 

486,491 

60.442 

1,748,886 

1,378,461 

319.429 

580,003 
575,253 

75.889 

725.046 
330.741 

$1.478, 484 

567,736 

25.788 

255,478 

303.581 

70.809 

1,904.258 

1,065,240 

252,037 

488.960 
510,412 

41.770 

811.122 
356,184 

Paints,  perfumeries,  etc. . 
Plants,  seeds,  etc 

$1,632,543 

318,724 

1,262,828 

1,170.308 
504,062 
153,310 
620,140 

3,001,607 
2,067,409 

2,126,078 
6,261,610 

$1,524,706 
355,883 

Rods,  etc 

Porcelain  and  s^assware. . 
Provisions: 

Flour 

678,262 

Scales 

Sewing  machines 

SheeS. 

857.360 

Larxl 

206,375 

Typewriters,  etc 

Milk,  condensed 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of. 
Stones,  earths,  minerals, 

of 

199,303 
625,887 

Jute  and  hemp,  and  man- 
ulEKJtures  of. 

Tifiad.  tin.  cine,  and  manti- 

2,937,620 

Wood, manufactures  of... 

Wool,  and  manufactures 

of 

1,787,770 

Leather,    and    manuliEuy 
ttires  of 

1.798,181 

Linen  goods 

All  other  articles 

35,418.312 

Marble,    etc.,    manuliEky 
tures  of 

Total 

76.477.501 
20.120.380 

69,920.476 

Oils: 

Bullion  and  currency 

Grand  total 

111.940 

Lubricating 

96,507.881  1    70.082.416 

TRADE   MOVEMENTS   IN   COMMODITIES. 

The  increased  imports  of  live  animals  are  due  almost  altogether  to 
purchases  of  fine  stock  for  breeding  purposes.  About  12  per  cent  of  this 
mcrease  was  in  shipments  from  the  Umted  States.  Decreased  imports 
of  jute  are  due  to  the  smaller  coffee  crop  and  the  smaDer  number  of 
bags  required  for  it.  The  United  States  has  practically  none  of  this 
trade.  The  decrease  in  imports  of  lumber  into  Rio  de  Janeiro  was 
largely  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  both  Canada  and  Norway 
holding  their  trade.  The  decrease  in  turpentine,  mostly  at  the 
expense  of  the  United  States,  is  more  than  compensated  for  by 
imports  of  prepared  paints  from  that  country.  There  was  an  increase 
in  the  imports  of  coal  due  to  the  increased  tonnage  of  shipping 
entering  the  port,  but  the  United  States  is  not  figuring  in  this  trade 
to  any  extent.  In  imports  of  leather,  cotton  goods,  general  hard- 
ware, woolen  goods,  and  most  articles  of  common  consumption  there 
is  a  falling  off  of  about  12  per  cent,  which  corresponds  to  the  general 
falling  off  in  imports  for  all  Brazil  and  is  to  be  ascribed  to  general 
conditions.  The  increased  imports  of  kerosene  were  all  from  the 
United  States. 

AUTOMOBILES    AND  MACHINERY — FOODSTUFFS. 

The  increase  in  imports  of  automobiles  was  due  largely  to  the 
vehicles  purchased  for  nassenger  purposes,  such  as  omnibuses  and 
taxicabs.  The  United  otates  secured  none  of  this  special  trade  and 
actually  lost  trade  both  in  all  Brazil  and  in  Rio  de  Janeiro.  The 
increase  in  the  imports  of  railway  and  tramway  cars  gave  the  United 
States  about  $1 50,000  of  new  business  in  Rio  de  Janeiro.  The  decrease 
in  imports  in  several  lines  of  machinery  and  tools,  especially  sewing 
machmes,  was  almost  altogether  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States, 
the  onljr  reason  apparent  being  that  the  country  was  overstocked. 
The  United  States,  however,  had  practicalljr  none  of  the  increased 
imports  of  electrical  machinery,  locomotives,  and  agricultural 
machinery,  three  lines  of  goods  in  which  it  has  been  doing  an  espe- 
cially good  business  in  Brazil.  There  were  decreased  imports  of 
shoes  from  all  countries,  but  the  United  States  more  than  held  its 
own  and  sold  about  $2,000  worth  more  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  1908 
than  in  1907. 
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The  increased  imports  of  codfish,  a  notable  feature  in  Brazilian 
trade,  included  no  increase  from  the  United  States,  the  shipments 
therefrom  being  less  than  half  of  what  they  were  in  1907.  The 
immense  decrease  in  imports  of  lard  was  almost  entirely  at  the  expense 
of  thQ  United  States.  The  imports  of  flour  into  Kio  de  Janeiro 
from  the  United  States  in  1908  amounted  to  only  293  metric  tons 
(metric  ton  =  2,204.6  pounds)  as  compared  with  1,934  metric  tons 
in  1907,  so  that  the  loss  of  the  United  States  in  this  trcide  in  this 
district  was  greater  than  the  total  loss  of  all  other  countries.  Of 
the  increased  imports  of  condensed  milk  the  United  States  had  a 
good  share,  although  at  present  it  furnishes  only  about  5  per  cent  of 
the  whole. 

WHY  AMERICAN    SA1.ES   DECLINED — DECLARED   EXPORTS. 

The  trade  year  of  1908  was,  on  the  wholA,  not  at  all  favorable  to 
American  exports  to  Brazil.  Some  of  the  loss  of  this  trade  was 
due  to  unusually  large  imports  of  American  goods  in  1907  by  which 
the  markets  were  overstocked .  The  greatest  element  in  the  situation, 
however,  is  the  irregular  attention  to  the  market  given  by  American 
business  men.  Many  American  exporters  learned  that  business 
conditions  in  Brazil  during  the  year  were  not  favorable  and  imme- 
diately gave  up  all  idea  of  cultivating  the  Brazilian  field  until  condi- 
tions should  improve.  As  a  natural  result  they  lost  business  which 
they  could  well  and  profitably  have  had.  As  a  rule  American  rep- 
resentation in  Rio  de  Janeiro  has  increased  in  extent  and  improved 
in  quality.  American  exporting  interests  are  better  prepared  than 
ever  for  an  active  campaign  in  this  city.  While  the  record  of  1908 
is  not  encouraging  in  emy  material  features,  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  the  current  year  will  show  better  results. 

The  record  of  declared  exports  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  the  United 
States  for  1908  shows  a  notable  increase  over  the  record  of  1907, 
but  still  falls  far  short  of  1906.  While  the  list  of  goods  shipped  from 
this  district  to  the  United  States  in  1908  is  much  longer  than  that  of 
any  other  year,  the  value  of  the  exports  as  a  whole  depends  almost 
altogether  upon  shipments  of  coffee,  all  other  goods  tnan  coffee  in 
1908  forming  onlv  about  li  per  cent  of  the  whole. 

The  total  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  this  dis- 
trict for  the  past  two  years  were  as  follows : 


ArUdes. 

1907. 

1908. 

Coffee 

112,728,762 

532,040 

3,018 

42,513 

242 

116,177,230 

Manganem  ore 

117,691 

"PX^n  and  w^9 . 

2,127 

Precious  stones 

797 

Robber.. 

Sugar 

50r091 

AlTo  ther  articles - - - - 

1,792 

22,522 

Total 

13,308,367 

16,370,458 

The  appearance  of  sugar  in  the  list  of  exports  is  the  result  of  the 
operation  of  the  '^CoUiga^ao,''  or  trust,  in  Brazil,  which  provides 
tnat  a  certain  portion  of  the  crop  each  year  shall  be  exported  no 
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matter  what  the  price  of  sugar  in  the  United  States  may  be  as  com- 
pared with  the  price  in  Brazil,  the  sugar  noted  in  the  returns  having 
been  sold  in  the  United  States  for  almost  exactly  one-third  the  price 
of  sugar  in  the  Rio  de  Janeiro  market. 

SANTOS. 

By  Consul  John  W.  O'Hara  and  Vice-Consul  Dirk  P.  De  Young. 

This  consular  district  made  more  progress  in  all  lines  in  1908  than 
in  any  other  year  within  the  last  aecade.  This  progress  may  not 
indicate  propserity,  but  it  does  indicate  advancement  and  a  disposi- 
tion on  tne  part  of  the  Government  to  promote  the  general  welfare 
of  the  country. 

The  currency  has  remained  at  a  price  more  or  less  fixed  and  steady; 
the  coffee  crop  of  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo,  and  the  northern  part  of 
the  State  of  Parana,  while  not  so  large  as  the  production  of  recent 
years,  was  a  fair  yield  and  of  a  good  quality,  and  was  sold  at  prices 
that  enabled  the  producers  to  accumulate  a  surplus.  Since  the 
Government  limited  the  amount  of  coffee  to  be  exported  in  each 
year,  and  prohibited  the  planting  of  new  coffee  plantations,  greater 
care  has  been  riven  to  the  proper  pruning  and  cultivation  of  the 
trees  already  planted,  with  tne  result  that  a  better  grade  of  coffee 
is  being  produced. 

AGRICULTURAL   CONDmONS. 

Cotton  was  grown  in  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  in  quantities  nearly 
sufficient  to  supply  the  local  demand,  and  the  growers  report  less 
trouble  from  insects  than  in  previous  years. 

The  cultivation  of  rice  was  increased  in  acreage  and  in  amount 
produced,  so  that  but  little  was  imported  into  the  country  during 
the  past  year;  in  fact,  the  States  of  oao  Paulo  and  Parana  were  able 
to  supply  to  some  extent  the  demands  of  the  other  portions  of 
Brazil.  The  interest  in  the  cultivation  of  this  product  has  kept  up, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  acreage  will  oe  greatly  increased 
during  the  next  few  years,  and  that  Brazil  will  be  able  to  supply  all 
local  demands. 

The  cultivation  of  com  has  also  attracted  some  attention  among 
the  farmers  who  have  found  trouble  in  making  a  profit  from  the 

f rowing  of  coffee,  and  who  are  interested  in  diversified  crops.  It 
as  been  demonstrated  at  the  experimental  station  of  Piracicaba, 
that  with  the  adoption  of  American  methods  and  the  use  of  Ameri- 
can machinery  in  the  growing  of  corn,  it  is  possible  to  produce  80 
bushels  to  the  acre.  But  the  great  difl[iculty  is  to  get  tne  agricul- 
tural laborer  to  give  the  proper  time  and  attention  to  its  cultivation. 
The  use  of  modem  agricultural  machinery  is  advancing  very  slowly, 
but  where  the  agriculturist  can  be  induced  to  use  it,  the  American 
machinery  has  an  advantage  over  all  others  on  account  of  its  lightness 
and  durability.  Some  of  the  larger  warehouses  in  the  city  of  Sao 
Paulo  are  keeping  on  hand  a  stock  of  the  implements  most  needed  to 
supply  local  demands. 
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IMPORTANCE   OF   SANTOS. 

Th^r  city  of  Santos  is  one  of  the  most  important,  most  accessible, 
and  hfet  improved  ports  in  South  America.  The  docks  have  been 
extenlled  and  improved,  and  new  warehouses  built  within  the  last 
year,^and  a  high  tension  power  plant  is  being  installed,  the  power 
to  b^  transmitted  from  a  waterfall  some  distance  up  the  country. 
The  docks  will  be  operated  by  electric  power  as  soon  as  it  can  be 
installed,  and  it  is  also  expected  that  the  city  street  cars  a|id  street 
lights,  and  some  of  the  local  factories  will  receive  their  power  from 
the  same  plant. 

There  were  many  dwelling  and  business  houses  erected  during  the 
past  year  in  the  city,  and  it  is  especially  noticeable  that  the  plans 
of  the  buildings  are  more  modem,  and  that  the  material  employed 
in  their  construction  is  of  a  better  quality  than  was  formerly  used. 
The  work  of  the  sanitary  commission  is  nearly  completed,  and  when 
it  is  done  Santos  will  nave  one  of  the  most  complete  systems  of 
drainage  in  South  American  cities.  Provisions  are  being  made  to 
care  for  all  the  sewage  without  taking  it  to  the  bay  or  the  river,  as 
was  formerly  the  custom,  so  that  the  Santos  of  the  future  will  be  a 
health  resort. 

The  electrification  of  the  street  railways  of  the  city  and  suburban 
towns  is  almost  completed.  The  work  is  modem  and  substantial. 
A  movement  is  now  on  foot  to  have  another  line  of  railroad  enter 
Santos  from  Sao  Paulo.  If  this  should  materialize  it  would  be  of  great 
advantage  to  the  shippers,  as  hitherto  freight  rates  have  been  very 
high. 

The  docks  company  had  a  serious  strike  during  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember and  the  first  days  of  October,  which  paralyzed  business  during 
the  time  it  existed,  but  it  is  supposed  now  that  the  matter  is  com- 
pletely settled  and  that  there  will  be  no  future  trouble. 

BUSINESS   OF   SAO   PAULO. 

The  city  of  Sao  Paulo  has  continued  to  prosper,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  300  nouses  were  in  course  of  construction  during  the  year.  The 
last  census  gives  the  city  a  population  of  348,000,  which  it  is  claimed 

fives  it  third  place  among  the  cities  of  South  America.  There  are  1 45 
ilometers  (kilometer =.62 13  mile)  of  street  railway,  operated  by  the 
Sao  Paulo  Light  and  Power  Company,  an  American-Canadian  con- 
cern, and  the  Tramway  da  Contareira,  a  local  company. 

The  city  is  well  lighted  and  its  streets  are  well  paved.  Many  new 
structures,  including  public  schools,  government  houses,  and  munici- 

Eal  buildings,  and  the  second  finest  theater  building  in  South  America 
ave  been  erected  recently.  The  high  tariff  on  imported  goods  has 
encouraged  forei^  and  local  capital  to  invest  in  factories,  and  as  a 
consequence  neany  ail  the  shoes  used  in  this  district  are  manufactured 
in  the  city  of  Sao  raulo.  Hats,  caps,  coarse  cotton  goods,  and  all  the 
jute  bagging  used  for  sacking  coffee  are  made  here.  Beer,  matches, 
and  flour  for  the  local  market  are  largely  manufactured  within  the 
State.    The  wheat  for  the  flour  is  imported  from  Argentina. 
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The  educational  facilities  are  as  good  as  in  any  city  in  South 
America,  and  great  interest  is  manifested  by  the  public  in  the  matter. 
Especial  attention  is  eiven  to  the  improvement  and  beautification  of 
parks  and  plazas,  and  within  the  last  seven  years  20,000  shade  trees 
nave  been  planted  in  the  parks  and  along  the  public  streets. 

STATE  OF   SAO   PAULO. 

The  State  of  Sao  Paulo  attracts  more  attention  from  the  commercial 
world  than  any  other  part  of  the  great  Republic  of  Brazil,  on  accoimt 
of  its  accessibility,  its  healthful  climate,  and  its  prosperous  develop- 
ment. Foreign  capital  has  been  extensively  invested  in  the  State, 
and  these  investments  have  been  remunerative,  so  much  so  that  it  is 
with  little  difficulty  that  capital  is  secured  for  any  new  enterprise. 
Enghsh  capitalists  have  in  the  past  led  all  foreign  investors  in  the 
amount  of  capital  placed  in  local  concerns,  but  in  the  last  year 
French,  German,  and  Belgian  industrial  firms  have  become  interested 
in  Brazil,  and  have  not  only  established  local  warehouses  where  they 
sell  their  own  products,  but  are  also  buying  up  local  bonds  and  securi- 
ties of  railroads  and  other  public  and  pnvate  enterprises,  and  have 
salesmen  traveling  over  the  country  securing  investments  and  solicit- 
ing trade. 

There  are  English,  French,  German,  Austrian,  Belgian,  and  Italian 
banks  in  the  city  of  Sao  Paulo,  with  branches  in  each  of  the  other  cities 
of  the  district,  and  ^  all  are  doing  a  profitable  business.  There  are 
three  different  English  banking  concerns  located  in  the  district. 

RAILROAD   IMPROVEMENTS   AND  EXTENSIONS. 

During  the  past  year  the  work  of  joining  the  railroads  of  the  State 
of  Sao  Paulo  with  those  of  Parana  has  progressed  rapidly.  The  Sao 
Paulo  and  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  Railroad  is  being  built  northward  from 
the  interior  of  Parana,  and  has  been  completed  to  the  border  of  the 
State  of  Sao  Paulo,  and  the  Soro  Cabana  Railroad,  building  in  a  south- 
erly direction,  is  within  60  kilometers  of  the  border  line.  With  this 
connection  made  the  States  of  Sao  Paulo,  Parana,  and  Santa  Catharina 
will  be  afforded  good  railroad  facilities  for  the  interchange  of  travel 
and  business  of  all  kinds.  The  Sorocabana  road  is  also  extending  its 
lines  in  the  valley  of  the  river  Paranapaneme,  which  is  one  of  thench- 
est  agricultural  regions  in  Brazil.  This  line  is  now  constructed  to 
Salto  Grande,  a  distance  of  500  kilometers  from  the  city  of  Sao  Paulo, 
and  surveys  have  been  made  for  a  further  extension  of  150  kilometers. 

The  Sao  Paulo  and  Rio  Grande  Railroad  is  also  working  actively  in 
a  southerly  direction,  having  under  construction  some  300  kilometers, 
which  brings  its  line  to  the  river  Uruguay  on  the  northern  boundarv 
of  the  State  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sul.  At  this  point  it  will  connect  with 
a  line  being  built  in  a  northerly  direction  in  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  which 
is  also  imder  construction  for  the  entire  distance.  With  this  work 
completed  all  parts  of  the  entire  southern  portion  of  Brazil  will  be 
connected  by  a  railway  system.  The  Sao  Paulo  and  Rio  Grande  road 
also  has  in  contemplation,  and  has  made  surveys  for,  a  railroad  run- 
ning from  the  port  of  Sao  Francisco,  in  the  State  of  Santa  Catharina,. 
and  passing  through  the  States  of  Santa  Catharina  and  Parana  to  the 
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Parana  River,  a  distance  of  some  1,000  kilometers.  On  this  line 
about  100  kilometers  are  completed  and  surveys  have  been  made  for 
600  kilometers  more.  When  this  line  is  finished,  these  States  will 
have  two  important  railways,  one  running  north  and  south  and  the 
other  east  and  west,  making  accessible  the  portion  of  Brazil  richest  in 
timber  and  for  agricultural  purposes.  The  completion  of  these  lines 
of  railroad  will  make  practical  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Sao 
Francisco  Bay,  one  of  the  best  and  safest  harbors  on  the  east  coast  of 
South  America.  .  The  line  extending  westward  from  Sao  Francisco 
is  to  pass  within  easy  reach  of  the  iklls  of  the  Iguassu  River,  a  falls 
much  greater  than  Niagara.  When  these  roads  are  in  operation,  tim- 
ber may  be  brought  from  Parana  and  verba  mate  from  Santa  Catha- 
nna,  instead  of  l^ing  taken  down  the  rarana  River  to  Buenos  Aires, 
as  is  now  necessary. 

The  States  of  Parana,  Santa  Catharina,  and  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 
have  made  general  advancement  in  the  building  and  improving  of 
railroads  ana  in  th6  improvement  of  the  harbors  at  Paranagua,  Sao 
Francisco,  and  Rio  Grande  do  Sul. 

More  attention  is  given  to  the  growing  of  wheat  and  the  raising  of 
cattle  in  the  State  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  and  to  the  cultivation  of 
rice  in  Parana  than  in  past  years.  The  people  of  these  States  are 
very  much  encouraged  at  the  prospect  of  better  railroad  and  shipping 
facilities. 

GOOD  BOADS   movement — IMMIGBATION    AND   SHIPPING. 

This  portion  of  Brazil  has  taken  but  little  interest  in  the  construc- 
tion and  maintenance  of  public  hijghways  until  last  year,  when  the 
Government  began  to  give  attention  to  the  good  roads  movement. 
There  is  no  svstem  of  highways  connecting  the  cities  and  towns  of  the 
coimtry,  and  the  only  means  of  transportation  is  by  railroads.  If 
this  work  is  carried  out  as  contemplated,  it  will  not  only  constitute  a 
great  improvement  and  convenience,  but  will  furnish  a  good  market 
for  American  road-making  machinery  and  vehicles. 

The  local  governments  of  the  States  of  this  district  are  offering 
inducements  to  immigrants  from  European  countries  and  Japan,  by 
the  payment  of  passage  money  and  the  allotment  of  agricultural 
lands  to  actual  settlers.  They  have  succeeded  in  locating  a  goodly 
number  of  famihes  and  are  encouraging  them  in  the  cultivation  of 
com,  cotton,  beans,  and  all  kinds  of  fruits  and  vegetables.  It  is 
hoped  in  this  way  to  develop  the  general  agricultural  resources  of  the 
country  and  enable  the  immigrant  to  acquire  a  home,  instead  of 
beconung  a  mere  laborer  on  a  coffee  plantation,  as  he  has  been  com- 
pelled to  be  in  the  past. 

Of  1.452  ships,  the  total  number  entering  and  clearing  from  the 
port  or  Santos  during  1908,  540  were  BraziHan,  351  EngUsh,  190 
ItaUan,  125  French,  120  German,  and  126  of  various  other  countries, 
including  1  American  sailer  which  called  in  ballast. 

VALORIZATION   PLAN. 

The  government  of  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo,  in  order  to  maintain  its 
plan  of  valorization  and  create  a  demand  for  the  8,000,000  bags  of 
coffee  purchased  by  it  and  withdrawn  from  the  marKet  passed  a  law 
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in  September,  1908,  which,  in  effect,  limits  the  exportation  for  the 
coffee  year  ending  June  30,  1909^  to  9,000,000  bags,  for  1910  to 
9.600.000  bags,  and  for  each  subsequent  year  to  10,000,000  bags. 
This  law  in  addition  to  putting  on  a  surtax  of  5  francs  (franc  =  19.3 
cents)  per  bag  to  pajf  storage,  interest,  insurance,  and  other  expenses 
incident  to  the  storing  of  me  coffee  in  foreign  warehouses,  provides 
for  an  additional  export  tax  of  20  per  cent  on  all  coffee  exported  in 
excess  of  the  amoimt  specified.  The  result  of  the  enforcement  of 
this  law  is  to  leave  a  surplus  in  the  hands  of  the  planters  and  local 
buyers,  and  this  surplus  will  go  in  with  the  crops  of  1909  and  1910. 
The  indications  are  favorable  for  a  large  crop. 


FOBEIOX   TRADE   MOVEMENTS. 


The  principal  feature  of  the  commerce  of  the  port  of  Santos  in  1908 
as  compared  with  1907,  was  a  decided  shrinkage  in  both  imports  and 
exports.  The  faUing  off  was  no  doubt  due  to  the  same  causes  affect- 
ing business  in  other  parts  of  Brazil,  the  United  States  and  Europe, 
intensified  by  the  effects  of  coffee  valorization;  and.  also,  somewhat 
of  a  natural  reaction  from  the  excellent  business  of  the  previous  year. 

The  decrease  in  exports  was  approximately  19  per  cent,  and  in  im- 
ports about  17  per  cent.  Europe  fell  behind  in  buying  from  Santos, 
the  United  States  taking  about  15  per  cent  more  in  1908  than  in  1907, 
or  practically  40  per  cent  of  the  total  exports  of  the  year.  In  the 
shnnkage  of  imports  all  of  the  leading  countries  except  the  Nether- 
lands and  Belgium,  whose  trade  was  slightly  increased,  suffered  about 
the  same,  ranging  from  18  to  25  per  cent  less  than  in  1907.  The 
United  States  furnished  about  10  per  cent  of  the  imports  in  return 
for  40  per  cent  of  the  exports. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  Santos  for  1908  was  valued  at 
$118,658,179,  against  $145,671,389  for  the  previous  year,  a  decrease 
of  $27,013,210.  Of  this  decrease  $6,526^545  was  m  imports  and 
$20,486,665  in  exports.  The  trade,  by  prmcipal  countries,  is  shown 
in  the  lollowing  comparative  statement: 


Imports. 


Exports. 


Country. 


1W7. 


United  States $4,719,211 

Argentina 6,226,406 

Austria-Hungary 619,113 

Belgium I  1,191,670 

Chile 83,291 

France 2,991,077 

Germany 7,646,700 

Italy 4,222,742 

Netherlands. !  190,632 

Portugal I  1,892,134 

Soaln I  289,982 

united  Kingdom 10,244,374 

Uruguay 264,776 

All  other  oountries i  1 ,  699, 142 


1908. 


Total I  41,081,148 


601,336 
899,837 
444,660 
284,823 
92,303 
476,640 
830,800 
476,747 
252,120 
429,068 
266,033 
714.626 
230,806 
665,814 


34,664,603 


1907. 


$28,882,310 

l,On,360 

6,666,001 

12,148,860 

9,506 

17,767,097 

23,788,834 

911,197 

9,871,206 

12,414 

746,909 

4,020,050 

18,197 

181,299 


104,890,241 


1906. 


$33,903,920 

1,100,187 

6,846,660 

3,166,732 

18,809 

7,343.961 

18,336,966 

1,464,065 

9,171,305 

6,978 

1,046,905 

1,942,313 

35,570 

719,147 


84,103,876 
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The  principal  articles  imported  in  1907  and  1908,  respectively,  were 
as  follows: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

A  rmiT  and  smmanition . . . 

1218,019 

2,323,460 

2,792,660 

278,645 

1,368,787 

413,392 
2.697,348 
10,160,069 

446,246 

3,822,891 

3,166.995 

820,802 

$249,209 

1,274,067 

3,451,549 

516,521 

1,241,167 

430,434 
2,361,222 
10,442.764 

430,567 

4,045,712 
3,687,197 

Jute 

11,616,581 
127,142 
628,526 
336,113 
597,028 
684,343 
306,835 
824,493 
340,488 

386,000 

1,320,238 

1827,499 

Breadstufls: 

Lead,  tin,  etc 

147,234 

Flour 

Oil,  kerosraie 

705,792 

Wheat 

Paints,  perfumes,  etc 

Paper,  books,  etc 

Pharmaceutical  goods 

Plants,  seeds,  etc 

211,635 

Cement 

734,167 

Coal 

378,066 

Copper,    and    manuTac- 
tures  of 

315,915 

Shoes,  leather 

793,900 

Cotton 

Silk,  and  raanufactiu-es  of. 

Wood,  and  manufactures 

of 

370,681 

Foodstuffs . .   ... 

Glass,  porcelain,  etc 

283,477 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
factures of: 

Wool,  and  manufactures 
of 

1,159,717 

Iron  and  steel 

Machinery.... 

Ralls,  steel 

COUNTRIES    SHOWING    TRADE    GAINS   AND   LOSSES. 

The  articles  in  which  the  United  States  lost  heavily  were  electrical 
appliances,  engines,  windmills,  surgical  instruments,  flour,  fish,  and 
various  unclassified  goods.  Article  in  which  a  percentage  of  gain  is 
shown  for  the  United  States  are  sewing-machines,  printing,  industrial, 
and  agricultural  machinery,  typewriters,  phonographs,  bicycles,  auto- 
mobiles, dental  supplies,  furniture,  vehicles,  bottles  and  porcelain  ware, 
meat  extracts,  shoes,  and  kerosene  oil. 

Last  year  Germany  was  first  in  the  amount  of  sewing-machines 
imported  and  the  United  States  second,  which  is  reversea  this  year, 
Germanjr  sustaining  a  heavy  loss  and  the  United  States  recording  a 
substantial  gain.  The  United  States  made  a  gain  of  100  per  cent  in 
shoes  at  the  expense  of  the  United  Kingdom,  which  lost  75  per  cent. 
The  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  went  ahead  in  lumiture 
and  all  other  countries  lost  trade.  The  United  States  gained  800  per 
cent  in  meat  extracts,  while  all  other  countries  lost  neavily.  The 
United  States  took  pottery  and  porcelain  trade  away  from  Belgium 
and  Germany.  All  countries  except  France  increased  their  auto- 
mobile sales.  The  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  augmented 
trade  in  bicycles,  all  other  countries  falling  behind.  Germany  and 
the  United  States  lost  business  in  all  classes  of  engines,  which  went  to 
the  United  Kingdom.  Germany  increased  its  business  in  windmills 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  and  flour  from  Argentina  replaced 
American  flour  by  an  increase  in  shipments  of  flour  and  of  wheat. 

The  imports  of  agricultural  products  indicate  that  the  State  of  Sao 
Paulo  is  practically  supplying  the  demand  for  rice  for  home  consump- 
tion. There  is  a  considerable  falling  off  in  the  imports  of  cotton  and 
wine,  which  indicates  that  the  State  is  giving  more  attention  to  the 
culture  of  those  articles.  The  most  remarkable  change,  however,  in 
an  industrial  way,  is  the  greatly  diminished  imports  of  flour  and  the 
remarkable  increase  in  the  imports  of  wheat,  showing  that  a  substan- 
tial milling  industry  is  rapidly  being  built  up. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  Santos  to  the  United  States 
in  1908  was  $30,091,842,  against  $30,864,155  in  1907.  In  both  years 
the  only  article  of  export  was  coffee. 
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COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 


BRITISH   GUIANA. 

REVIEW  OP  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul  Abthub  J.  Clahe,  Gbobobtown. 

The  foreign  trade  of  British  Guiana  during  the  fiscal  year  1907-8 
was  $16,689,129,  a  decrease  of  $273,650  as  compared  with  1906-7. 
The  imports  amounted  to  $8,473,721  and  the  exports  to  $8,215,408, 
showing  a  gain  of  $357,859  and  a  loss  of  $631 ,509, respectively.    Com- 

Eared  with  1906-7  the  United  States  gained  $138,731  in  the  imports; 
anada,  $107,848;  and  the  United  Kmedom,  $18,117.  The  increase 
in  imports  was  due  to  a  scarcity  of  local-grown  provisions  caused  by 
adverse  weather  conditions. 

In  the  imports,  exclusive  of  transit  trade,  those  of  food,  drink,  and 
tobacco  amounted  to  $3,063,639;  raw  materials  and  articles  mainly 
unmanufactured,  $770,426;  manufactured  articles,  $3,955,254;  mis- 
cellaneous, $121,308;  and  bullion  and  specie,  $239,387.  The  United 
States  furnished  29  per  cent  of  the  total  imports,  the  United  Kingdom 
52,  Canada  8,  and  tne  remaining  11  per  cent  was  made  up  of  imports 
(including  4  per  cent  for  transit  trade)  from  other  countries. 

VALUE   OF   IMPORTS    AND   EXPORTS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  into  and  the 
exports  from  British  Guiana,  by  principal  countnes: 


Country.              '    Imports.  |    Exports. 

;                1 

Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Ignited  States 

t2, 439,371 

4,442,202 

655,080 

267,578 

1183,429 

2,963,523 

4,154,214 

294,899 

All  other  countries 

Transit  trade 

$345,783 
323,707 

^;^ 

United  Kingdom 

Canada       "^ 

Total 

Other  British  possessions. 

8,478,721 

8,215,408 

1 

The  principal  exports  were  sugar,  valued  at  $4,819,325;  raw  gold, 
$1,148,299;  rum,  $464,928;  balata,  $368,538;  rice,  $191,424;  molas- 
cuit,  $103,429;  and  timber,  $97,310.  Reexports  amounted  to 
$474,245,  and  transit  trade  to  $323,707.  Owing  to  the  short  crop 
there  was  a  decrease  in  exports  of  sugar  of  14,214  tons  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year.  Rum  and  molasses,  the  by-products  of 
sugar,  showed  a  decrease  of  701,908  and  229,405  fi'allons,  respec- 
tively. About  87  per  cent  of  the  siigar  was  taken  by  Canada  and  the 
balance  principally  by  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  bulk  or  the  import  trade  was  with  the  United  Kingdom  and 
the  United  States,  while  the  bulk  of  the  export  trade  was  with  Canada 
and  the  United  Kingdom. 

DETAILS   OF  IMPORTS. 

The  imports  into  British  Guiana,  exclusive  of  goods  in  transit,  during 
the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1908,  are  shown  by  principal  articles 
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in  the  following  table,  which  also  gives  the  total  value  and  the  share 
of  each  known  to  have  been  imported  from  the  United  States: 


Articles. 


Total. 


From 
United 
States. 


Articles. 


Total. 


From 
United 
States. 


Aerated  and  mineral  waters. 

Agricultural  implements 

Animals: 

Horses ■ 

Mules 

Sheep 

Bags  and  sacks 

Books  and  periodicals 

Breadstufb: 

Biscuits  and  hard  bread . . 

Com 

Com  meal 

Farinaceous   foods,   and 
star^ 

Flour 

Grain,  not  spedfled 

Oats 

AU  other 

Bricks 

Building  materials 

Candles 

Carpets,  mats,  and  rugs 

Cement,  Portttnd 

Chocolate  and  cocoa,  prepared 

Ckicks  and  watches 

Ctothing,  readv-made 

Coal,  coke,  ana  patent  fuel... 

Coffee 

Confectionery 

Cordage  and  twine , 

Cotton,   linen,   and   woolen 

goods 

Drugs,  chemicals  and  apothe- 
caries' wares 

Earthenware 

Electric  lifting  materials. . . 
Fertilisers: 

Ammonia,  sulphate  of . . . , 

Ouano 

Sulphate  of  potash , 

Superphosphate  of  lime. . 

MIxeJT 

AU  other 

Firearms 

Fish,  dried,  preserved,  etc.. . . 
Fruits  and  vegetables: 

Fruits,  drtod 

Fruits   and    vegetables, 
fresh .;. 

Onions 

Potatoes , 

Vegetables,    dried    and 
jDceserved , 

Au  other  vegetables 

Olaas  manufactures 

Government  stores 

Gums,  including  balata 

Haberdashery  and  millinery. . 

Hats  and  caps 

Hay •: 

Ice 

Inm  and  steel,  manuflKtures 
of: 

Bari,  rods,  etc , 

Bolts  and  nuts  (Iron) 

Buckets,  palls,  and  tubs.. 

Chains,  DUkck  or  galvan- 
ised  

Galvanised  ban,  rods,  etc. 

Hoops 

Hardware  and  cutlery .. . 

llachlnery- 

Electric 

Ulwing 

Sogsr. 


111,006 

136 

22,803 

1,617 

7,562 

4,437 

46,486 

46,486 

6,777 

6.760 

216,819 

40 

20,762 

2,167 

30,072 

15.419 

13,628 

13,093 

22,666 

22,371 

25,469 

7,862 

981,677 

790,196 

157,820 

13,238 

128,229 

46.111 

9,686 

6,407 

17,406 

10,239 

6.480 

6,566 

2,318 

6,711 

106 

23.164 

1,912 

7,110 

121 

8.141 

2,113 

19.788 

161 

147,726 

28,783 

14,962 

10.896 

18.179 

861 

62,349 

2.291 

828,521 

71,768 

72,262 

13,331 

21.107 

579 

8,761 

6,146 

617,466 

66.371 

23,202 

14.663 

86,683 

6,692 

19,047 

7,602 

389 

323,840 

33,303 

17,130 

8,363 
33,169 
116,260 

6,100 
16.213 
27,634 
43,264 
62,373 
262,680 
68,201 
8,128 
9.892 


17,493 
7,381 
6,406 

3,176 
66,416 
12,681 
111,640 

10,927 
74,364 
179,664 


3,184 
5,418 


3.478 

427 

107 

4,139 

2,061 

12 

6,546 

6 

2.136 

9,892 


73 
620 
36 


13,979 

10,641 
34,786 
6,017 


Iron  and  steel,  etc— Cont'd. 

Machinery—Continued. 

Rice 

All  other 

Nails  and  8] 

Bewln^^ 

Steam  launches 

Tools 

Wire  fencing 

Lamps  and  lanterns 

Leatner,  manulutures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Saddlery 

AU  other 

Lime 

Matches 

Materials  for  steamboats 

Medidnal  preparations 

Metals,  raw: 

Gold 

Quicksilver 

Sliver 

Musical  Instruments 

Naval  stores 

Nuts 

Oil  meal  and  oil  cake 

Oilmen's  stores 

Oils: 

Cotton-seed 

Lard 

Mineral 

OUve 

Petroleum 

Another 

Paints  and  colon 

Paper 

Pitch 

Plantation  supplies 

Printing  materials 

Provisions: 

Dairy  woducts— 

Butter 

Cheese 

Ghee 

Milk,  condensed 

Ground  provisions 

Meat  products- 
Bacon  and  hams 

Beef,  pickled  orsalted. 

Meats/  preserved  or 

canned 

Oleomargarln 

Pork,  salt 

Tallow 

AU  other 

RaUway  material 

Rice 

Rubber,  manufW;tured 

Salt 

Seeds,  coriander 

SUk  and  satin  manufactures. . 
Soaps  and  toUet  requisites.. . . 
Spirits,  wines,  etc.: 

LIquon  and  cordials 

MsltUquon 

Spirits— 

Brandy 

Gin 

Perfumed , 

Whisky , 

Wines 

Stationery 

Sugar ,  refined ,  white 

Supplies  for  town  council..... 


161,028 
48,700 
19,473 
12,602 
2,821 
22,014 
6,689 
9,636 

128,361 
12,909 
24,170 
24,664 
9,690 
16,570 
38,861 

8,018 
2,601 
3,447 
9,264 
28,260 
14,173 
10,480 
12,373 

68,600 
6,670 
12,704 
4,489 
139,406 
48,280 
28,462 
61,020 
4,667 
62,527 
18,219 


112,466 
38,896 
19,022 
60,190 
42,649 

40,680 
84,227 
40,059 

12,942 
12,883 
197,693 
8,046 
16,846 
44,139 

16,'843 
18,426 
20,686 
16,801 
79,139 

4,064 
123,049 

14,679 
16,006 
14,484 
66,161 
36,273 
86,818 
9,664 
18,817 


841,665 
7,128 
6,092 
6,641 
885 
7,996 
2,229 
6,668 

43,733 
2,603 
6,000 


8,885 
17,657 


80 
1,006 
1,841 
1,180 
9.641 
10.175 
2,060 

66,423 

6,626 

10,620 

7 

138,488 

2,200 

450 

606 

4.502 

6,^553 


2.662 
884 
144 
63 


30,602 
84,063 
30,922 

7,840 
8,738 
197,443 
6,236 
1,877 
10,885 
2,014 
4,842 


877 

16 

8,628 

66 
477 

15 

345 

1,312 

64 

345 

1,660 

7,760 

4,370 
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Artioles. 


Tar 

$4,055 

Tea 

15,618 

Tinware 

19,381 

Tobacco: 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 

Leaf 

10, 175 
58,625 

AU  other  manufactures  of. 
Toys  and  gaTnw 

56,747 
10, 116 

UmbreUas"and  parasols 

Vehicles: 

Automobiles 

11,631 
2,952 

Bicycles,  and  parts 

Carriafes,  wagons,  etc 

Cabinet   ware   and    up- 
holstery  

21,887 
5,906 

24,957 

Total. 


From 
United 
States. 


$3,238 


428 

421 
57,642 
253 
663 
123 


3,063 
4,396 


3,360 


Articles. 


Wood,  etc.— Continued. 

Pine  and  spruce  lumber, 

Shocks 

Staves  and  headings 

AU  other 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Cofai: 

?o?l*f::::::::::;::::::: 

SUver 

Grand  total 


Total. 


$203,382 

23,917 

43,311 

20,801 

354,644 


7,922,001 

4,665 

3,385 

219,873 


8,150,014 


From 
United 
States. 


$168,268 
23,767 
43,304 
2,519 
14,897 


2,428,489 


10,8 


2,439,371 


TRADE   WITH   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  principal  imports  from  the  United  States,  as  shown  by  t*he 
table,  were  flour,  valued  at  $790,195;  salt  pork,  $197,443;  lumber, 
$168,268;  petroleum,  $138,488;  machinery,  $99,047;  beef,  $84,053; 
cotton-seea  oil,  $66,423;  leaf  tobacco,  $57,642;  mules  and  horses, 
$50,923;  oats,  $45,111 ;  shoes,  $43,733;  lard,  $39,922;  bacon  and  hams, 
$30,692:  and  coal  and  fuel,  $28,783. 

The  American  share  of  the  trade  in  bicycles,  cotton  goods,  drugs 
and  chemicals,  hardware,  machinery,  medicinal  preparations  and 
patent  medicines,  shoes,  and  many  other  manufactured  articles 
should  be  greatly  increased,  and  indications  are  that  it  will  be. 
The  well-estabUshed  trade  of  the  United  States  in  breadstuffs  and  pro- 
visions is  carefully  looked  after  by  commercial  travelers  and  resident 
agents.  Similar  methods  should  be  adopted  in  other  lines  in  which 
the  United  States  is  much  behind  its  competitors.  No  prejudice 
whatever  exists  against  American  goods,  and  in  all  cases  where  the 
prices,  quality,  and  terms  are  right  there  is  a  good  opening  for  them 
m  this  market. 


EXPORT  TRADE — AGRICULTURE — MINES — SHIPPING. 

The  value  of  the  chief  articles  of  domestic  merchandise  exported 
from  British  Guiana  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1908,  is 
shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Animals,  chiefly  cattle . . . 

131,183 

MH.FOH 

Rubber 

S4,815 

Balata 

Rum 

404.928 

Charcoal ix'.MO 

Sugar 

4,819.325 

Cocoa,  ungroun^l  t  -  -  - 

10,739 
10,052 
14,529 
5,905 
1.148.290 

Vegetables,  fresh 

3,055 

Cocoanu  ts^ 

Diamonds,  rough 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Casks,  posts,  etc 

4,206 

Fish  glue 

Firewood 

13,373 

Gold,  unworked 

Lumber,  shingles,  etc 

18,994 

Hides 12.288 

Timber 

97,310 

IColascuit  ^cattle  food). . . 

103,429 
19,098 

191,424 
16,511 

A 11  other  articles 

16,014 

Molasses 

Total 

Rice 

Rice  meal 

7,417,466 

The  United  States  took  balata,  valued  at  $111,297:  charcoal,  $30; 
cocoanuts,  $5,143;  rough  diamonds,  $3,251;  unworkea  gold,  $16,152; 
hides,  $17;  and  other  articles,  $177.  ^  i 
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The  short  crop  of  sugar  cane  resulted  in  a  shrinkage  of  14,214  tons 
in  the  production  of  sugar.  The  acreage  under  cane  cultivation  was 
reduced  from  74,426  to  70,986  acres,  principally  because  of  the  sub- 
stitution of  rice  for  sugar  cane  on  one  of  the  large  plantations.  The 
cultivation  of  rice  is  taking  a  very  important  place  as  a  subsidiary 
industry  to  the  cultivation  of  sugar,  the  acreage  under  rice  cultiva- 
tion having  increased  from  6,477  acres  in  1898  to  29,715  in  1908. 

The  production  of  gold  was  67,209  ounces,  a  decrease  of  18,295 
ounces,  due  to  the  smaller  returns  from  alluvial  workings.  Quartz 
mining  and  dredging  have  steadily  continued,  and  much  better  results 
will  be  shown  in  the  future. 

Diamonds  decreased  from  65,903  stones  weighing  4,718  carats,  to 
29,007  stones  weighing  2,121  carats.  The  quality  of  the  stones, 
however,  was  better  than  in  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year  1,374  vessels  abrogating  394,206  tons  entered 
at  the  port  or  Georgetown,  and  1,369  with  a  tonnage  of  392,674 
.cleared.  Of  the  341  steamers  and  1,033  sailing  vessels  entering, 
none  of  the  former  and  only  5  of  the  latter  were  under  the  American 
flag. 

DUTCH  O-TJIANA. 

REVIEW  OP  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  AcTiKo  Consular  Agent  Henby  L.  Hirshfeld,  Paramaribo. 

Dutch  Guiana  imported  goods  to  the  value  of  $2,814,736  during 
1908,  as  compared  with  $2,761,441  in  1907,  and  $2,509,269  in  1906, 
an  increase  of  $252^172  during  1907  and  $53,295  during  1908.  The 
imports,  by  countnes  of  origin,  during  1907  and  1908,  respectively, 
are  shown  m  the  following  taole  with  amounts  of  increase  or  decrease : 


Country. 

1907. 

1908. 

Increase  or 
decrease. 

United  States 

$688,060 

4,704 

244,872 

1,687,297 

48;971 

187,628 

$624,253 

4,011 

245,312 

1,720,831 

43,526 

176,803 

-$63,816 

Barbados 

-       603 

Rr|t<!fh  nuianft 

+       440 

Netherlands 

+  88,684 

United  Kingdom 

—    6,446 

Other  countries 

+  89,275 

Total 

2,761,441 

2,814,736 

+  63,296 

CHIEF  IMPORTS   FROM  UNITED  STATES. 

Both  in  1907  and  in  1908  the  United  States  led  in  imports  of  the 
articles  named  in  the  following  table,  which  gives  the  total  value 
of  imports  from  the  United  States  in  each  year: 


Articles.                         1907. 

1908. 

ArUcka. 

1907. 

1908. 

Bieadstufb:                             I 

Biscuits  and  bread '    $15,337 

$19,419 
191,628 
21,780 
10,067 
40,391 

Provisions: 

Beef,  salted... 

$87,910 

12,824 

69,667 

13,919 

9,779 

$100,019 
12,908 
46,733 

Flour 189,861 

Fteh '     2i;848 

Hams  and  shoulders 

Pork,  salted 

T^nrnhnr 17,830 

Soap,  chiefly  laundry 

14,917 
10,437 

Oll,kero8ene 38,460 

Tobacco,  leaf 
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The  total  imports  of  shoes  into  the  colony  during  1908  were  valued 
at  $28,259;  as  compared  with  $28,503  in  1907.  The  amount  from 
each  country  was  as  follows  in  1907:  United  States,  $13,579:  United 
Kingdom,  $118;  Netherlands,  $14,806;  and  in  1908:  United  States, 
$12,613;  United  Kingdom,  $68;  and  Netherlands,  $15,578.  Al- 
though there  was  a  decrease  in  the  total  value  of  shoe  imports,  there 
was  an  increase  in  the  sales  from  the  Netherlands,  while  the  United 
States  and  the  United  Kingdom  fell  behind. 

LEADING   EXPORTS. 

The  total  exports  from  Dutch  Guiana  during  1908  were  valued  at 
$2/411,899,  against  $2,355,587  in  1907  and  $1,937,309  in  1906. 

The  value  of  the  exports  in  1908  to  the  United  States,  Deme- 
rara,  Netherlands,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  all  other  countries,  by 
articles,  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 

United 
States. 

Deme- 
rara. 

Nether. 

United 
Kingdom. 

AU  other 
countries 

Balata 

BaoftQas 

SI,  726 
48,860 
430,810 
33,468 

tu,^ 

1363.827 

2.304 

84,813 

73 

806 

629.866 

6,582 

t270 

10,327 

Cocoa 

1,020 

15,038 
248 

Coffee    

Fish  gnm ...,,.  

*52,'97i' 

22 

Gold 

7,718 

70,062 

Hides 

Hum 

20,411 

274,415 
0,413 

10,837 

Sugar: 

First  product 

Second  product 

Wood,  and  manubcturps  of.  .';* 

391,090 
1,824 
1,622 

m 

0,472 
15,411 
17,636 

1,646 

7.600 

4,000 

255 
80 

6,828 
266 

AH  otnw  artickw 

666 

Total 

012,220 

820,363 

961,524 

63,106 

126,607 

Exports  in  the  form  of  transit  trade  add  $116,048  to  the  total 
exports.  These  were  from  French  Ouiana  and  consisted  of  balata 
to  the  value  of  $102  and  gold  valued  at  $115,946.  All  of  the  balata 
and  nearly  all  of  the  ^old  went  to  the  Netherlands,  France  having 
taken  $1,786  worth  of  the  latter. 

AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCJTS. 

The  production  of  cocoa  in  1908  was  3,738.319  pounds,  against 
3,575,640  pounds  in  1907  and  3,257,250  pounds  m  1906.  The  disease 
known  as  witch  broom  is  still  prevalent  on  many  estates,  destroying 
much  of  the  fruit  on  the  trees.  On  many  estates  they  have  started 
close  trimming  of  the  trees,  and  the  result  has  been  very  satisf actorv. 
It  is  now  hoped  that  this  method  will  prove  to  be  a  successful  remedy 
for  the  disease.  The  price  paid  for  cocoa  for  export  has  fallen  from 
the  average  of  36  cents  United  States  currency  to  24  cents  per  kilo 
(kilo—2.2  pounds). 

The  culture  of  coffee  has  not  been  so  greatly  developed  as  to  make 
coffee  a  stock  product,  but  it  has  attracted  the  attention  of  planters 
on  account  of  better  prices.  The  production  of  the  year  was  308,932 
pounds. 

The  plantinj^  of  Hevea  braziliensis  is  being  done  slowly,  but  owing 
to  the  lack  of  success  in  germinating  a  lai^e  number  of  the  seeds 
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imported  the  planting  has  not  been  very  successful.  On  a  few 
places  the  plants  are  beginning  to  blossom  and  give  seeds.  The 
government  itself  is  planting  an  estate  as  an  enterprise  to  benefit 
the  finances  of  the  colony* 

The  culture  of  rice  has  given  much  satisfaction,  and  Creoles  and 
British  immigrants  who  have  finished  their  labor  contracts  under 
which  they  came  here  have  taken  ground  for  themselves  and  are 
rapidlv  increasing  the  area  under  cultivation.  Several  rice  miUs 
have  been  erected  for  the  handling  of  the  product.  The  production 
in  1908  was  3,697,687  pounds,  330,000  pounds  more  than  in  1907. 

The  production  of  sugar  showed  an  increase  from  26,244,050 
pounds  m  1907  to  26,398,330  pounds  in  1908.  The  total  exports  of 
rum  for  1908  were  247,459  gallons,  against  227.014  gallons  m  1907. 
No  molasses  was  exported,  all  of  the  product  naving  been  used  in 
the  colony. 

The  future  of  the  balata  industry  is  very  uncertain,  owin^  to  the 
low  prices  prevailing  as  well  as  to  the  troubles  the  concessionaires 
are  naving  with  the  bleeders.  The  exports  for  1908  amounted  to 
999,226  pounds,  i^ainst  765,120  pounds  in  1907,  an  increase  of 
234,106  pounds.  The  prices,  whicn  were  low  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  became  more  satisfactory  toward  its  close. 

GOLD    PRODUCTION — ^RAH-WAY    BUILDINQ ^VITAL    STATISTICS. 

The  amount  of  gold  produced  during  the  year  was  1,209  kilos, 
valued  at  $662,960,  against  1,071  kilos  m  1905,  1,118  kilos  in  1906, 
and  1,105  kilos  in  1907.  This  production  was  obtained  by  means  of 
hand  work.  Exploitation  with  machinery  by  large  mining  companies 
has  not  yet  proved  successful,  though  no  doubt  the  financial  depression 
has  retarded  the  development  of  properties  held  by  foreign  companies. 
The  colonial  government  made  a  trial  of  leasing  a  part  or  a  well-known 
placer. 

Railroad  construction  has  been  very  slow  owing  to  lack  of  laborers, 
but  is  now  progressing  and  when  it  is  completed  farther  inland,  more 
activity  in  gold  mining  may  be  expected. 

The  number  of  births  in  the  colony  during  1908  was  2.566,  of 
which  855  were  of  males  and  1,711  of  females.  The  deatns  were 
2,304  in  number,  1,346  of  males  and  958  of  females.  The  relatively 
small  proportion  of  males  bom  and  the  much  greater  mortality  of 
that  sex  are  noteworthy. 

CHILE.    . 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul  Alfred  A.  WmsLOW,  Valparaiso. 

The  year  1908  in  Chile  was  a  severe  one  for  the  commercial  and 
financial  interests  generally^  while  the  industrial,  mining,  and  agri- 
cultural interests  made  a  fan*  showing.  The  value  of  the  paper  cur- 
rency of  the  countrv  continued  to  decline  until  July,  when  the  Chilean 
gold  peso  commanded  a  premium  of  136  per  cent.  Prices  in  the  paper 
money  of  the  country  reached  a  very  nigh  figure,  and  wages  were 
advanced  materially.  Since  July  exchange  has  been  getting  better 
until  on  February  1 ,  1909,  the  premium  was  only  40  per  cent.  Despite 
this  decrease  in  exchange  the  prices  for  most  articles  at  retail  remain 
about  the  same  in  Chilean  paper. 
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It  is  generally  understood  that  the  Government  will  not  return  to  a 
gold  basis  at  the  tim.e  fixed  by  the  present  law,  which  is  January  1, 
1910.  The  matter  has  been  under  discussion  in  the  Congress,  wnich 
developed  the  opinion  that  owing  to  the  depreciation  of  the  Chilean 
paper  currency  it  would  be  better  to  wait  a  lew  years.  This  has  had 
the  effect  of  causing  the  value  of  the  paper  peso  to  drop  to  about  23 
cents  United  States  gold  on  March  1,  1909.  When  the  value  of  the 
currency  was  low,  wages  were  advanced  materially  m  all  lines  of 
manual  labor,  and  now  it  is  very  difiScult  to  reduce  them,  which  adds 
(juite  a  tax  to  the  producer.  It  will  take  some  time  for  this  to  adjust 
itself,  but  in  the  end  it  will  benefit  the  working  classes. 

A   FAIRLY  GOOD   BUSINESS    YEAR. 

Notwithstanding  the  serious  business  depression,  the  industrial, 
mining,  and  agricultural  interests  had  a  fairly  good  year.  More  indus- 
trial machinery  was  placed  than  ever  before  during  a  like  period,  and 
most  of  the  factories  and  mills  were  kept  busy.  Farm  products 
brought  good  prices,  and  the  exports  of  the  country  were  heavier 
than  ever  before.  Most  of  the  internal  improvements  of  the  country 
progressed  about  as  usual,  and  in  general  a  fair  advancement  was 
maae  during  the  year,  with  good  prospects  for  1909. 

This  seems  to  be  a  favorable  time  for  investments  in  Chile.  There 
are  many  interests  in  need  of  ready  money,  and  with  enough  new 
blood  they  could  be  made  very  profitable.  There  can  be  little  doubt 
as  to  the  future  of  Chile;  its  natural  resources  are  great,  and  progress 
is  the  watchword. 

During  1908  the  trade  of  the  United  States  and  other  countries 
with  Chile  fared  about  the  same,  excepting  that  of  Germany  and  Bdr 
gium,  the  former  showing  a  gain  of  $432,693  and  the  latter  of  about 
$1,000,000.  England's  trade  fell  off  about  $11,000,000,  and  that  of 
the  United  States  about  $2,500,000.  The  Germans  have  been  reaping 
the  reward  of  their  hard  work  in  pushing  business  in  this  field.  Much 
more  personal  work  than  usual  was  done  during  the  year  by  American 
representatives,  which  will  bring  good  results.  The  best  of  feeling 
prevails  and  American  goods  in  general  stand  at  the  forefront,  and 
will  find  ready  sale  if  as  thoroughly  pushed  as  the  same  kinds  of  goods 
from  other  countries. 

THE   FOREIGN  TRADE. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Chile  for  1908,  according  to  Chilean  statistics, 
was  valued  at  $211,773,987,  of  which  the  imports  amounted  to 
$97,202,960,  and  the  exports  $114,571,027.  In  1907  the  total  trade 
amounted  to  $207,369,874,  the  imports  being  valued  at  $107,193,747 
and  the  exports  $100,176,127.  This  shows  a  decrease  of  $9,990,787 
in  imports  and  an  increase  of  $14,394,900  in  exports  compared  with 
1907.  The  value  of  the  imports,  by  classes,  in  1907  and  1908  is 
shown  in  the  following  table : 


Class. 

1907. 

1908. 

Clans. 

1907. 

1906. 

Animal  products 

Anns,    ammunition, 

$7,775,387 

1,230,117 

2,147,370 

17,370,658 

21,366,137 

15,073,408 

•6,786,839 

633.148 

1,983,176 

19,336,529 

17,030,090 

16,990,077 

Paper,  etc 

$2,553,707 
24,963,172 
11,747,656 
2,845,206 
620,840 

$2,806,331 

TextUes 

20,407,329 

etc 

V^etables 

8.540.046 

Chemical  products. . . . 
Machinery 

Wmes  and  liquors.... 
All  other  arUdes 

Total 

813,604 

Mineral  products 

Oils:  Kerosene,  etc... 

107,199,747 

97,202,900 
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ORIGIN  OP  IMPORTS. 


In  the  following  statement  are  shown  the  classes  of  imports  and 
the  countries  of  origin  in  1908: 


Country. 


Animal 
products. 


United  States 

Argentina 

Austria-Hungary. . 

Belgium 

Brazil 

Ecuador 

France 

Germany 

India 

Italy 

Peru 

Spain 

Switzerland 

United  Kingdom... 

Uruguay 

All  other  countries. 


$545,312 

3,537,876 

6,291 

123,979 

1,237 


489,184 
685,020 


Anns,  etc. 


162,408 


2,003 
14,588 


66,147 
121.144 
107,890 

44,881 
741,848 
203,956 
112,075 


Total I    6,786,839 


13,212 
286,061 


1,152 

15,644 

91 

226,818 


11,912 


633,148 


Chemical 
products. 


$207,722 
2,547 
3,617 
13,331 


2,385 
358,547 
887,006 


56,877 

12,566 

1,279 

1,121 

420,964 


15,314 


,176 


Machinery, 


$2,502,349 

7,429 

889 

1,397,614 


117 

283,234 

9,068,898 

3,603 

28,766 

1,988 

16,909 

392 

6,014,500 

941 

8,830 


19,336,529 


Mineral 
products. 


$822,694 

12,036 

3,026 

2,511,449 


7 

556,179 

6,396,493 

6,256 

91,313 

65,061 

7,260 

66,366 

6,456.167 

44 

37,850 


17,020,090 


Oils,  coal, 
etc 


$1,961,432 

2,965 

431 

24,119 


3,909 

48,795 

1,013,519 


9.166 

1,714,087 

3,186 


5,949,173 

29 

6,259,266 


16,990,077 


Country. 


United  States 

Argentina. 

Austria-Hungary . . 

Belgium 

Braril 

Ecuador 

France 

Germany 

India 

Italy 

Peru 

Spain 

Switzerland 

United  Kingdom... 

Uruguay 

AU  other  countries. 


Total. 


Paper. 


TexUles, 


$796,036 

15,626 

525 

62,857 

767 


$531,273 

124,704 

8,523 

305,794 


110,307 
1,276,474 


80,333 
5,006 
94,202 
376 
349,663 
3,450 
13,720 


8,116 

1,507,694 

6,739,650 

2,513,202 

1,060,960 

38,847 

242,072 

16,637 

8,208,927 

403 

92,529 


2.808,331     20,407.329 


Vegetable 
products. 


Wines  and 
liquors. 


Other 
articles. 


$1,212,894 

122,605 

16,583 

23.147 

247,966 

221,218 

302,939 

1,670,225 

245,840 

610,579 

1,763,260 

99,263 

2,405 

1,654,476 

141.471 

306,101 


$13,185 

359 

92,194 

19,166 


137 
640,985 
266,279 


$42,084 

19,589 

2,682 

59,726 

88 

1,063 

144,769 

869,139 


218,789 
650 

202,640 
207 

467,781 

137 

62,385 


9,672 
6,074 
8,773 
5,317 
140.613 
3,496 
720 


Total. 


$8,607,289 

3,846,824 

136,564 

4,665,768 

250,048 

236,946 

4,366,846 

27,565,784 

2,767,891 

2,241,840 

3,719,932 

799,018 

136,603 

30,630,809 

354,017 

6,920,702 


8,540,045 


1,883,792 


813,604 


97,202,960 


SHIPMENTS   OP   CHILEAN   PRODUCTS. 

The  Chilean  exports  in  1908  as  reported  by  the  Chilean  customs 
officers  amounted  to  $114,571,027,  against  $100,176,127  in  1907,  and 
$99,444,069  in  1906.  The  greatest  increase  was  that  in  nitrate  and 
mineral  products,  which  amounted  to  $10,719,991,  followed  by  that 
in  farm  products,  which  accounted  for  $3,987,581  of  the  increase. 
Of  the  increase  in  farm  products,  wheat  supplied  the  greater  part. 
Of  the  exports  Great  Bntain  took  articles  worth  $54,424,932;  Ger- 
many, $24,678,004;  France,  $6,976,959;  Belgium,  $3,160,015;  and 
the  United  States  $16,050,387.  The  Netherlands  and  Portugal 
showed  a  loss  of  $1,614,661  and  $2,302,638,  respectively.  The 
United  States  showed  by  far  the  greatest  relative  gain,  which  was  all 
in  mineral  products. 

The  exports,  by  classes,  during  1907  and  1908,  respectively,  were  as 
follows : 


Class. 

1907. 

1906. 

Class. 

1907. 

1906. 

Animal  products 

Mineral  products 

Specie 

$5,969,609 

88,341,036 

602,250 

4,850,086 

$6,057,610 

99,061,027 

68,764 

8,846,617 

wines  and  liquors.... 
AU  other  articles 

Total 

$47,220 
866,886 

$77,818 
474,191 

VtB^table  products .' .' ! 

100,176,137 

114,671,027 
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The  value  of  the  exports  in  1909,  by  classes  end  countries  of  desti- 
nation, is  shown  in  the  following  statement : 


Country. 


Animal 
products. 


Mineral 
products. 


Vegetable 
products. 


Wines  and 
liquors. 


other 
articles. 


TotaL 


United  States. 

Argentina 

Belgium 

Bolivia 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Netherlands... 


Peru. 

Portugal 

Spain 

united  Kingdom... 
AU  other  countries. 


Total. 


173,743 
15,181 
30,830 
25,701 

505,178 

1,525,492 

16,934 

16,831 

106,733 


3,631,225 
17,762 


115,858,588 

412,991 

3,  on,  166 

1,315 

6,244,076 

21,728,637 

511,725 

2,497,677 

127,454 

1,240,860 

099,478 

45,384,261 

1,276,800 


Slll,£84 

548,581 

50,750 

139,672 

79,402 

1,091,718 

32,905 

90,773 

943,678 

4,060 

734 

5,371,171 

381,489 


$44 

37,086 


18,445 
66 

17,580 
43 


1,034 


16,328 

3,500 

1,269 

26,606 

56,236 

814,577 

568 

1,084 

71,748 


854 
8,165 


657 

87,921 

5,498 


$16,050,387 

1,017,347 

3,160,015 

206,739 

6,976,050 

34,676,004 

568,195 

2,606,805 

1,252,642 

1,244,919 

700,860 

54,424,032 

1,680,714 


6,067,610 


99,061,027 


8,846,617 


77,818 


527,955     114,571,027 


DISOBEPANOT  IN   VALUE   OP  SALES  TO   UNITED   STATES. 

There  is  a  wide  difference  in  the  returns  as  given  by  the  Chilean 
officials  and  the  declared  exports  as  given  hj  the  American  consular 
officers  in  Chile.  According  to  Chilean  statistics  the  United  States 
took  articles  valued  at  $7,091,807  in  1907,  against  $16,050,387  in 
1908,  while  the  declared  exports  certified  at  the  American  consulates 
during  1907  amounted  to  $23,072,467,  against  $19,151,610  during 
1908,  or  a  loss  of  nearly  $4,000,000. 

According  to  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Statistics,  in  1908  the 
United  States  took  from  Chile  imports  to  the  value  of  $12,494,122, 
against  $17,944,580  in  1907.  The  only  way  I  can  account  for  this 
discrepancy  is  tne  methods  of  getting  at  the  value  of  many  articles  at 
the  Chilean  custom-houses,  which  is  at  so  much  per  kilo,  including 
the  packing. 

The  articles  exported  to  the  United  States  and  their  values  as  de- 
clared at  the  American  consulates  during  1907  and  1908,  respec- 
tively, were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Beeswax 

$12,136 

8,008 

6,216 

2,610,223 

266,803 

14,766,260 

6,771 
8,436 

Personal  effects 

$6,174 
43,530 
6,673 
91.974 
39,818 
276,820 

$8,866 

Clover  seed                         t. 

$80,746 

Quebracho  extract 

Quillaia  bark 

r^urinra 

10.667 

Copper 

3.607,288 

808.320 

16,600,738 

Walnuts 

-     77,048 

Iodine 

Wool 

90.027 

Nitrate 

All  other  articles 

75.811 

Ore: 

Gold 

Total 

23,072,467 

19.161,610 

Lead 

29 
1,400,854 

Silver 

1,321.260   ' 

t 

AGEICULTUBAL  INTERESTS. 


The  a^cultural  interests  of  Chile  met  with  a  fairly  prosperous 
year  during  1908,  notwithstanding  that  wages  were  higher  and  that 
the rainfallin  many  parts  of  the  country  was  very  light.  These  con- 
ditions were  overcome  by  the  higher  prices  paid  lor  most  farm  prod- 
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ucts.  There  will  be  a  small  surplus  of  wheat  for  export,  but  the  total 
exports  of  farm  products  in  1909  will  fall  short  of  the  total  for  1908. 

A  much  wider  interest  is  noticeable  in  irrigation,  and  the  Chilean 
Grovemment  has  sent  out  several  engineers  during  the  year  to  study 
proposed  irrigation  systems  to  aid  and  encourage  private  interests 
m  tne  development  of  valuable  properties.'  In  the  Province  of  Ata- 
cama  a  test  is  being  made  by  the  government  to  ascertain  whether  it 
will  be  practicable  to  irrigate  by  means  of  artesian  wells. 

During  the  year  the  government  spent  about  $350,000  on  improve- 
ments on  country  roads  in  the  agricultural  districts,  and  it  is  proposed 
to  follow  this  up  until  the  roadS  are  in  good  condition  for  tne  trans- 
portation of  farm  products  to  market.  There  is  a  steadily  increasing 
use  of  improved  farm  machinery,  but  there  is  room  for  verv  much 
more,  and  it  will  pay  to  work  the  field  more  thoroughly.  Jor  1908 
there  was  a  decrease  from  1907  of  $365,000  in  the  imports  of  agricul- 
tural machinery.  The  stocks  of  farm  machinery  in  the  country  are 
verv  small,  but  with  good  crops  the  demand,  beginning  with  August, 
will  be  heavy  for  four  or  five  months. 

DEFOEE8TATION — STOCK   RAISING. 

The  forests  of  Chile  are  very  extensive,  but  are  being  rapidly 
cleared  away  for  farms.  They  contain  some  fine  timber  tor  indus- 
trial purposes.  There  are  two  or  three  kinds  that  resemble  the  oak 
of  the  united  States,  but  nothing  that  really  takes  the  place  of 
American  pine.  A  large  proportion  of  the  forests  are  located  in 
southern  Chile,  where  it  rains  for  about  nine  months  out  of  each  year, 
and  as  the  trees  are  very  full  of  sap  the  lumber  shrinks  and  warps,  so 
that  much  of  it  can  be  used  only  for  rough  work.  There  are  several 
species  that  contain  large  quantities  of  tannin,  which  is  being  ex- 
tracted extensively  by  a  company  at  Valdivia  for  commercial  pur- 
poses. It  is  said  that  there  are  large  tracts  covered  with  timber  well 
suited  to  the  manufacture  of  wood  pulp  for  paper.  A  movement  is 
on  foot  to  install  a  plant  in  the  southern  part  of  the  country  for  the 
manufacture  of  wood  pulp  for  export. 

During  1908  more  attention  was  given  to  stock  raising  than  for 
many  years,  and  some  very  fine  stock  was  imported  from  Europe. 
The  country  can  not  supply  the  demand,  as  during  the  year  87,317 
head  of  beef  cattle  were  imported,  mostly  from  Argentina,  at  a  cost  df 
$3,042,658,  and  63,025  head  in  1907  at  a  total  cost  of  $2,519,894. 

PBOSFEROUS   YEAR   FOE    MANUFACTURERS — LABOR. 

In  general  the  manufacturing  interests  of  Chile  enjoyed  a  prosperous 
year,  and  the  factories  were  in  operation  very  steadily;  as  a  rule  pro- 
tected^ articles  only  were  manufactured.  Quite  an  advance  was 
made  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  knit  goods,  shoes,  and  cement,  and 
the  country  is  nearly  able  to  supply  the  demand  for  the  cheaper  grades. 
Owing  to  the  hi^h  duties  charged  on  practically  all  manufactured 
articles,  save  machinery  and  mechanical  tools,  there  are  openings  for 
profitable  investment  of  capital  in  industrial  plants. 

During  1908  the  increase  in  imports  or  industrial  machinery' 
amount^  to  $1,912,437,  notwithstanding  that  imports  in  general 
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declined  nearly  10  per  cent  in  the  same  period.  The  increase  in  im- 
ports of  lubricating  oil,  petroleum,  coal,  etc.,  was  about  the  same, 
which  shows  the  industrial  advancement  in  face  of  the  general  busi- 
ness depression  of  the  country. 

During  the  year  work  on  the  steel  plant  being  erected  at  Corral, 
near  Valdivia,  progressed  rapidly,  and  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be 
ready  to  open  by  the  close  of  1910.  This  is  a  new  venture  for  Chile, 
and  is  being  watched  with  much  interest.  It  is  backed  by  French 
capital. 

During  1908  labor  in  general  was  employed  at  good  wages.  The 
wage  scale  of  the  country  is  fully  20  per  cent  higher  than  it  was  a 

J  rear  ago,  which  adds  materially  to  the  cost  of  production  and  makes 
iving  nigh.  During  the  year  the  labor  conditions  were  satisfactory, 
but  tnere  is  a  shortage  or  good  workmen  in  almost  *all  Unes,  and  the 
Government  is  offering  inducements  to  immigrants,  with  fair  results. 

INCREASED  CONSUMPTION   OF   COAL GOVERNMENT   DEBT. 

More  coal  was  mined  during  1908  than  ever  before  during  a  like 
period,  and  a  ready  market  was  found  for  it  at  the  mines  at  good 
prices.  The  consumption  of  coal  was  greater  than  during  1907 
notwithstanding  the  depressed  conditions.  The  imports  in  1907 
amounted  to  1,498,154  tons,  and  in  1908  to  1,599,614  tons.  During 
the  year  efforts  were  made  to  open  up  new  coal  deposits  in  the 
soutnem  part  of  the  country.  I  am  informed  that  a  special  effort 
is  to  be  made  to  import  more  American  coal  during  1909,  and  there 
seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why  this  cannot  be  done,  if  the  American 
coal  interests  will  back  the  importers  until  they  get  the  business  well 
started. 

During  the  year  the  public  debt  of  Chile  was  increased  by  about 
$20,000,000,  and  now  amounts  to  $158,400,000,  of  which  about 
$114,210,000  ia  held  abroad,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  4^  per 
cent  to  6  per  cent.  The  balance  of  the  debt  is  internal,  on  which 
small  interest  is  paid.  To  offset  the  internal  debt  there  are  lai^e 
sums  deposited  in  European  banks,  which  are  pledged  to  redeem  the 
paper  currency  of  the  country.  Chilean  bonds  are  quoted  in  London 
at  98  per  cent  to  98^  per  cent,  and  a  $14,600,000  loan  lately  offered 
in  London  was  subscribed  three  times  over  within  a  few  hours  after 
it*  was  put  on  the  market. 

SHIPPING   AND   HARBOR   FACILITIES. 

The  shipping  interests  of  Chile  are  growing  in  importance  each 
year,  and  during  1908  several  new  vessels  were  added  to  the  merchant 
marine.  According  to  published  reports  it  was  a  fairly  profitable 
year  for  the  shipping  interests  of  Chile,  whose  vessels  are  principally 
engaged  in  the  west  coast  trade  of  South  America.  Most  or  the 
imports  are  brought  to  Chile  in  foreign  bottoms.  In  this  carrying 
trade  Great  Britain  takes  the  lead,  followed  closely  by  Gtermany. 
During  the  year  the  British  and  German  lines  added  several  steamers 
of  9,000  to  12,000  tons.  The  two  lines  plying  between  the  west 
coast  of  South  America  and  the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States 
are  both  under  the  British  flag,  and  have  done  a  fair  business.     Dur- 
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ing  the  year  there  were  only  two  American  merchant  vessels  in  this 

fort,  and  these  were  sailing  vessels,  loaded  with  lumber  from  the 
acific  coast  of  the  United  States. 

On  March  10, 1909,  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company  and  the 
Campafiia  Sud-America  de  Vapores  joined  in  a  rapia  fortnightly 
service  between  Valparaiso  andranama,  which  will  put  Chile  about 
fifteen  days  nearer  the  United  States  than  heretofore.  They  pro- 
pose to  make  the  run  to  Panama  in  twelve  days.  Here  is  an  oppor- 
tunity for  American  interests  to  get  into  closer  touch  with  the  needs 
of  Chile. 

The  English  company  that  signed  a  contract  with  the  President 
of  Chile  to  construct  extensive  harbor  improvements  at  Valparaiso 
has  withdrawn  the  oflFer,  not  having  secured  the  approval  of  Congress. 
At  present  the  port  is  very  open,  and  shipping  is  not  well  protected, 
so  that  cai^oes  must  be  dischai^ed  and  loaded  by  lighters  at  a  very 
heavy  expense.  At  present  there  do  not  seem  to  be  any  plans  for 
the  immediate  future.  There  is  some  talk  about  improving  Quin- 
tero,  a  fairly  good  natural  harbor  a  few  miles  north  of  Valparaiso, 
which  could  be  connected  with  this  place  by  rail.  This  scheme 
meets  with  strong  opposition  in  Valparaiso,  smce  it  would  detract 
much  from  the  importance  of  this  place. 

Quite  extensive  harbor  improvements  are  being  made  at  Talca- 
huano,  about  250  miles  south  of  Valparaiso,  which  is  one  of  the  best 
natural  harbors  along  the  west  coast  of  South  America.  Its  impor- 
tance is  recognized  by  the  Chilean  Government,  for  it  has  been  made  a 
naval  station,  and  navy-yards  and  a  dry  dock  have  been  constructed. 

The  Chilean  Government  is  making  some  extensive  harbor  improve- 
ments at  Mejillones,  a  few  miles  north  of  Antofagasta,  which  will 
eventually  become  the  harbor  for  that  commercial  center  of  Qiile. 

GROWING   TRADE   IN   NITRATE. 

The  exports  of  nitrate  in  1908  exceeded  those  of  any  previous  year 
by  8,588,940  quintals  (quintal  =101.4  pounds),  an  increase  of  more 
than  23  per  cent  over  1907,  which  materially  increased  the  receipts 
to  the  producers,  notwithstanding  that  prices  ranged  lower  than  dur- 
ing 1907.  In  the  main,  1908  was  a  prosperous  year  for  the  business. 
The  nitrate  combine,  to  which  most  of  the  nitrate  companies  belong, 
did  much  to  increase  sales  in  Europe  by  sending  out  commissions  to 
study  the  conditions  and  to  demonstrate  the  value  of  nitrate  as  a 
fertilizer.  To  this  work  may  be  attributed  the  great  increase  in 
exports. 

During  1908,  as  in  1907,  the  shipments  of  nitrate  constituted 
about  73  per  cent  of  the  total  exports,  while  the  Gk)vernment 
received  from  this  source  about  63  per  cent  of  its  customs  revenue, 
against  55  per  cent  in  1907.     The  future  promises  well,  and  1909  will 

frobably  show  a  better  record.  The  supply  seems  to  be  inexhaustible, 
t  is  estimated  that  there  is  enough  nitrate  to  last  more  than  200 
years  at  the  present  rate  of  consumption,  from  fields  that  have  been 
explored,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  there  still  remain  rich 
fields  to  develop. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantity  of  nitrate  exported  from 
Chile  during  each  of  the  past  seventeen  years  in  quintals  of  101.4 
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poundsi  together  with  the  export  taxes  paid  to  the  Qovemment  each 
year: 


Yew. 

Quintals. 

Taxes 
paid. 

Year. 

Quintals. 

Taxes 
paid. 

1891 

17.158.971 

17.496:580 
20.612,742 
23,879,428 
26. 92(>,  186 
24.(Hi6,189 
23.441.tH3 
28,109.720 
30,386,877 
31,602,321 

$10,009,450 
10.206.336 
12,024,096 
13,929,666 
16,706,940 
14,038,610 
13,674,270 
16,397,336 
16,266,675 
18,434,686 

1901 

27.  ;i^'   128 

30.()V>,|40 
31.694.864 
82.612.840 
36.877:467 
37.5f>4,460 
36,987.237 
44,576,177 

•r  974,716 
] '.'  .532  070 

1892       

1902 

1893 

1903 

18,488,660 
19.024,155 
20  928  520 

1894             

1904 

1896 

1906 

1896 

1906 

21,912  flOO 

1897 

1907 

20  991  550 

1896 

1906 

26,002,765 

1809 

Total 

1900 

519,468,330 

301,668,104 

During  1908  the  shipments  of  nitrate  to  the  United  States  amounted 
to  7,231,484  quintals,  valued  at  $14,765,250,  against  7,512,408  quin- 
tals, valued  at  $16,699,723  in  1907. 

HEALTH   CONDITIONS — ^RAILWAYS. 

Health  conditions  in  Chile  were  good  during  1908.  There  were  no 
epidemics  of  any  importance,  and  tne  death  rate  was  below  the  aver- 
age. There  were  some  cases  of  bubonic  plague  in  the  hospitals  in 
Antofagasta  and  Iquique,  and  there  were  many  cases  of  smallpox  in 
the  southern  portion  of  the  country  during  a  part  of  the  year,  but 
the  mortality  was  not  ^eat. 

Much  attention  was  given  during  the  year  in  many  cities  and  towns 
to  the  bettering  of  samtary  conditions.  Contracts  were  let  for  water 
and  sewer  systems  in  several  of  the  small  cities,  and  it  is  proposed  to 
b^n  work  on  several  more  during  1909.  Here  shoula  be  a  good 
opening  for  American  plumbing  supplies. 

During  1908  the  Chilean  railways  did  a  good  business,  at  an  ad- 
vance of  about  30  per  cent  in  rates  charged.  Work  progressed  on 
several  short  lines  and  connections,  and  contracts  were  let  covering 
important  railway  improvements,  such  as  bridges,  double  tracking, 
etc.  The  double  tracking  of  the  line  from  Vfuparaiso  to  Santiago 
progressed  smoothly  during  the  year,  and  at  the  present  time  (March 
1,  1909)  fully  one-half  of  the  work  is  done  and  several  of  the  impor- 
tant bridges  completed.  Most  of  the  rails  should  be  laid  by  the  end 
of  the  year. 

There  are  3,367  miles  of  railway  of  all  gauges  now  in  operation  in 
Chile,  of  which  1,581  miles  belong  to  the  Chilean  (Jovemment  and 
the  balance  to  private  parties.  The  cost  of  the  1,581  miles  of  gov- 
ernment railways,  together  with  equipment  and  workshops,  was 
$71,259,161  United  States  gold.  The  receipts  in  1908  were  $8,548,- 
655,  and  the  operating  expenses  amountea  to  $11,903,538,  a  loss  of 
$3,354,883  for  the  year.  The  loss  in  1907  was  $5,101,281,  and  in 
1906  only  $1,300,707. 

The  rolling  stock  of  the  government  railwajrs  consists  of  463  loco- 
motives, 528  passenger  coaches,  and  6,782  freight  cars.  During  the 
year  40  freight  locomotives,  15  passenger  locomotives,  10  baggage 
cars,  30  third-class  coaches,  1  dining  car,  and  81  special  cars  were 

Eurchased  at  a  cost  of  $7,531,900.     During  1908  the  Government 
ought  655,895  ties  at  a  cost  of  $386,703,  against  321,207  in  1907, 
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at  $194,801.  During  the  same  time  445,339  tons  of  coal  were  con- 
sumed, costing  $3,380,802.  During  1908  there  were  10,997,556 
passengers  carried  a  total  of  304,507,879  passenger  miles,  against 
10,909,476  for  1907  carried  a  total  of  296,761,933  passenger  miles; 
and  3^972,272  tons  of  freight  in  1908,  with  a  total  of  555,578,634 
ton  miles,  against  3,477,822  tons  for  1907,  with  394,995,741  ton  miles. 
A  new  bia  was  received  March  1,  1909,  for  the  construction  of  the 
Arica-La  Paz  Railway,  which  will  be  about  350  miles  in  length.  The 
outlook  for  railway  construction  for  1909  promises  better  than  for 
some  time,  and  orders  must  be  placed  for  additional  rolling  stock 
during  the  year. 

FEWER   COMPLAINTS   IN   REQARD   TO   PACKING MINING. 

During  1908  there  were  fewer  complaints  of  poor  packing  than  ever 
before  in  this  section  of  Chile,  and  many  encouraging  reports  came  to 
this  consulate,  which  shows  that  Americans  have  studied  the  condi- 
ditions,  listened  to  the  many  warnings,  and  have  decided  to  pay 
especial  attention  to  this  matter,  all-important  if  a  successful  export 
business  with  the  west  coast  of  South  America  is  desired.  Several 
cases  were  reported  to  this  consulate,  however,  of  shortage  in  parts 
of  machinery  that  caused  much  trouble.  Great  care  should  be  taken 
in  this  particular. 

The  mining  interests  of  Chile  made  a  good  showing  in  1908,  not- 
withstanding the  low  prices  that  ruled..  The  exports  amounted  to 
$10,530,299,  against  $10,012,313  in  1907.  A  large  amount  of  devel- 
opment work  was  done  during  the  year,  and  most  of  the  mining  in- 
terests are  in  better  shape  than  they  were  at  the  beginning  of  1908. 
The  outlook  is  good  for  a  large  increase  in  output  in  1909.  Several 
short  railroads  are  being  opened  up  to  rich  mining  districts,  which  will 
make  it  profitable  to  work  them.  The  advance  in  wages  has  added 
to  the  cost  of  production,  and  there  is  a  demand  for  up-to-date 
machinery. 

The  matter  of  education  has  had  much  attention  during  the  past 
y^ar,  and  more  interest  is  taken  in  it  by  all  classes  than  ever  befcre. 
During  the  year  contracts  were  let  for  the  erection  of  60  new  school 
buildings  in  the  country,  and  the  appropriations  for  1909  amount  to 
$737,693,  against  $480,454  in  1908.  Since  1900  the  appropriations 
for  the  public  schools  of  Chile  have  increased  more  than  300  per  cent. 
The  schools  are  becoming  much  more  efficient,  and  there  are  several 
normal  schools  in  which  there  have  been  employed  several  American 
teachers. 

Great  interest  is  manifested  in  American  educational  methods  and 
men.  The  work  done  by  the  delegates  to  the  Pan-American  Congress 
was  well  received,  and  will  accomplish  much.  More  work  of  this 
character  will  pay  well. 

BUSINESS   OUTLOOK. 

The  outlook  for  the  future  is  much  brighter  than  it  was  at  the 
beginning  of  1908.  The  value  of  the  paper  currency  of  Chile  is  higher 
than  it  was  a  year  ago  and  promises  better  still.  Wa^es  are  better,  the 
working  people  are  consuming  more,  and  the  production  of  the  country 
is  greater.     Imports  in  general  are  increasing  and  more  of  the  natural 
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resources  are  being  developed.  In  fact,  the  development  of  Chile  is 
moving  on  verv  generally,  notwithstanding  the  business  depression 
caused  by  the  depreciation  of  the  currency  of  the  country. 

Imports  may  be  expected  to  increase  materially  during  1909,  and 
it  would  be  well  for  American  interests  to  get  in  closer  touch  with 
business  in  Chile.  It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  many  more  Ameri- 
can traveling  salesmen  and  men  of  standing  in  manufacturing  circles 
are  studying  the  conditions  here  and  laying  a  foundation  for  future 
business  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

American  interests  should  have  more  houses  located  in  Chile  to 
handle  American  goods.  I  believe  that  there  are  good  openings  here 
for  several  more  up-to-date  American  houses  manned  b^  Americans 
and  backed  by  American  capital  and  credit.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion but  that  such  houses  could  soon  work  up  a  great  business.  One 
good  up-to-date  American  house  in  Chile  could  do  more  for  American 
mterests  than  five  times  that  number  of  commission  exporting  houses 
located  in  New  York.  In  order  to  compete  successfully  with  foreign 
houses  American  interests  must  have  more  American  representatives 
in  the  field. 

Traveling  salesmen  are  valuable,  but  they  can  not  take  the  place  of 
the  resident  American  representatives,  needed  so  much  by  American 
interests  in  Chile.  Such  nouses  should  be  given  liberal  commissions 
and  credits  to  start  with,  and  an  understanding  in  regard  to  the  time 
during  which  they  will  be  protected  in  the  territory  where  the  work 
is  done. 

IQUIQUE. 

By  Consul  Rea  Hanna. 

The  year  1908  was  a  severe  one  conmiercially  for  this  district,  as 
exchange  fluctuated  greatly  throughout  the  year  and  the  price  of 
nitrate  of  soda  remamed  low,  staying  at  about  7  shillings  ($1.70) 
per  quintal  (101.4  pounds)  the  grea&r  part  of  the  time.  As  the 
nitrate  of  soda  industry  is  the  support  of  the  province,  whatever 
aflfects  that  industry  has  a  vital  influence  on  busmess  conditions. 

The  money  market  was  very  tight  and  collections  diflScult.  There 
were  no  failures  of  any  importance,  but  in  several  cases  they  were 
barely  averted  by  strenuous  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  principals. 

The  cost  of  living  is  higher  than  ever,  it  costing  between  S4,000 
and  $5,000  per  year  to  support  a  family. 

SHIPMENTS   TO   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  total  export  of  nitrate  of  soda  from  this  district  in  1908 
amounted  to  4,515,361,844  pounds,  against  3,656,666,152  pounds 
in  1907.  The  shipments  of  iodine  for  the  two  years  were  790,886 
and  573,837  pounds,  respectively.  Of  these  quantities  the  per- 
centages of  exports  to  the  United  States  were  as  follows :  Nitrate  of 
soda,  20.9  per  cent  in  1907,  and  16.7  per  cent  in  1908;  iodine,  28.4 
per  cent  in  1907,  and  6.7  per  cent  in  1908.  • 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  Iquique  to  the  United 
Stat^  in  1908  was  $8,910,847,  a  decrease  from  1907  of  $3,922,309. 
The  leading  articles  were:  Nitrate  of  soda  valued  at  $8,650,166  in 
1908  and  $12,314,814  in  1907;  and  iodine  worth  $255,804  in  1908 
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and  $503^329  in  the  previous  year.  This  shows  a  decrease  in  these 
two  articles  of  $3,912,174. 

The  tonnage  of  vessels  entered  at  this  port  in  1908  was  1,840,133, 
against  1,907,722  in  1907. 

The  beginning  of  1909  has  not  shown  much  improvement  in 
general  conditions,  as  exchange  has  been  making  rapid  and  violent 
fluctuations,  owing  probably  to  speculation  in  the  money  market. 
The  price  of  nitrate  of  soda  is  still  low,  but  is  showing  a  tendency 
toward  a  higher  rate. 

The  prospects  do  not  point  to  better  conditions  before  the  end  of 
1909,  and  in  the  meantime  sellers  should  be  careful  in  investigating 
credits  before  taking  orders,  even  among  buyers  who  formerly  paia 
promptly. 

The  value  of  the  exports  declared  at  the  Antofagasta  agency  to 
the  United  States  in  1908  was  $8,376,951,  consisting  of  the  roUowing 
principal  articles:  Nitrate  of  soda  worth  $6,115,085;  silver  ore, 
$1,321,259;  copper  pyrites,  $383,408;  copper  ore,  $329,998;  copper 
bars,  $153,369;  copper  regulus,  $64,036;  and  goatskins,  $7,880. 
The  exports  from  the  Arica  agency  to  the  United  States  for  1908 
amounted  to  only  $520  and  consisted  of  three  bales  of  wool. 

PUNTA  ARENAS. 

By  Consul  John  E.  Rowen. 

The  total  imports  into  the  Punta  Arenas  consular  district  during 
1908  were  valued  at  $2,354,828  United  States  currency.  The 
countries  sharing  in  this  trade  were  as  follows : 


Country. 


United  States.... 

Argentina 

Aostrla-Hungary 

Belgium 

Brasll 

Cuba 

Ecuador 

Falkland  Islands. 

France 

Germany 


Value. 


1122,916 

145,  W7 

141,719 

75,388 

43,123 

12,470 

9,319 

16,431 

366,589 

387,306 


Country. 


Italy 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Portugal 

Spain 

Switzerland 

United  Kingdom.. 
All  other  countries. 

Total 


Value. 


$171,918 

16,492 

47,193 

7,366 

109,436 

47,196 

613,689 

21,390 


2,364,828 


The  imports  from  the  United  States  consisted  lof  the  following 
principal  articles:  Animal  products  valued  at  $13,297;  vegetable 
products,  $19,949;  mineral  products,  $21,795;  textiles,  $7,235;  oils, 
etc.,  $29,097;  machinery,  etc.,  $17,719;  and  arms  and  ammimition, 
$5,426.  The  shipments  from  the  United  Kingdom  included  mineral 
products  worth  $134,456;  machinery,  etc.,  $72,283;  textiles,  $90,618: 
vegetable  products,  $84,217;  and  oils,  $70,414.  Germany  supplied 
animal  products  valued  at  $45,827;  vegetable  products,  $76,842; 
beverages,  $55,491;  textiles,  $71,756;  mineral  products,  $62,259: 
and  machinery,  $22,459.  Spain's  shipments  consisted  chiefly  or 
beverages  valued  at  $243,204;  vegetable  products,  $46,755;  per- 
fumery and  chemicals,  $10,769;  and  textiles,  $21,783.  Of  the  im- 
ports from  Argentina,  vegetable  products  constituted  the  largest 
item,  being  valued  at  $104,482. 
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VALPARAISO. 

By  Consul  Alfred  A.  Winslow. 

The  year  1908  was  in  general  a  fair  one  for  the  mining  and  indus- 
trial interests  of  central  and  southern  Chile,  and  the  agricultural 
interests  prospered  rather  more  than  the  average.  Prices  for  farm 
products  were  higher,  with  crops  a  little  short  of  the  year  before. 
The  rebuilding  oi  Valparaiso  has  progressed,  with  fair  prospects  for 
a  lively  year  in  industrial  lines  during  1909,  since  the  money  market 
has  improved.  The  stocks  of  building  material  have  been  greatly 
reduced,  which  means  a  good  opening  for  trade  in  these  lines  during 
the  coming  year. 

The  monev  and  stock  markets  were  on  the  decline  for  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year,  when  the  Chilean  paper  peso  was  worth  about 
15  cents  United  States  gold,  against  36.5  cents,  the  value  of  the 
Chilean  gold  peso.  From  July  to  January  the  price  of  the  paper 
money  of  the  country  gradually  advanced  until  on  January  1  the  peso 
was  worth  26  cents  United  States  gold.  This  fluctuation  of  the  cur- 
rency has  been  much  felt.  As  the  value  of  the  papjer  money  depre- 
ciated, prices,  including  that  of  labor,  advanced,  until  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction in  most  lines  was  from  40  per  cent  to  60  per  cent  more  tnan 
it  was  before  the  panic,  and  the  retail  prices  nearly  double.  In 
spite  of  these  facts  there  have  been  but  few  failures  among  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  this  part  of  Chile. 

The  plans  for  remodeling  the  city  have  been  about  completed  hy 
the  Government,  and  much  building  either  has  been  completed  or  is 
well  under  way.  Many  more  new  buildings  are  planned  for  the  near 
future.  This  is  made  possible  because  of  decisions  in  several  cases 
against  insurance  companies,  which  in  the  end  will  give  the  owners 
capital  to  push  rebuilding.  In  all,  the  outlook  for  Valparaiso  and 
surrounding  territory  is  good.  There  is  a  project  on  foot  to  give 
street-car  service  to  the  hflis  back  of  the  busmess  portion  of  the  city, 
where  the  people  may  have  more  breathing  room.  This  with  the 
improved  arrangement  of  the  business  district  would  make  Val- 
paraiso quite  an  ideal  city. 

CLASSIFICATION   OP   EXPORTS. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  from  this 
consular  district  in  1908  showed  quite  a  decrease  from  1907,  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  following  table: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

B6f8wax 

$8,647 

38,245 

2,661,493 

372 

204,183 

189,287 

$12,136 

8,098 

1,579,412 

686 

43,470 

QiiUlalf^bark.. 

$5,673 
91,974 
32,106 
21,900 

$10,667 
77,048 

Clover  seed 

Wftlnuts 

Copper 

Wool 

90,407 

Herbs 

All  other  articles 

5,414 

Total 

Nitrate  of  soda 

3,302,584 
36.765 

1,841,974 
16,194 

Ore:  Gold 

6,771 
8,866 

Returned  American  goods 
Grand  total 

6,174 
43,590 

Quebracho  bark 

3,339,349 

1,857,168 

The  exports  declared  at  the  agencies  of  Caldera,  Coquimbo,  and 
Talcaliuano  to  the  United  States  were  valued  at  $1,538,535.     The 
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shipments  from  Caldera  amounted  in  value  to  $147,547,  and  con- 
sisted entirely  of  copper;  those  from  Coquimbo,  valued  at  $1,344,692, 
consisted  principally  of  skins,  worth  $42,387,  copper  $1,260,556,  ores 
$34,248,  and  walnuts  $7,151 ;  and  the  articles  from  Talcahuano  were 
valued  at  $46,396,  consisting  of  wool  worth  $38,802,  quillaia  bark 
$4,311,  walnuts  $1,220,  and  other  articles  $2,063. 

COLOMBIA. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul-General  Jay  Whttb  and  Vice-consul-General  Eugene  Betts, 

Bogota. 

A  full  detailed  statistical  report  of  the  country's  exports  and 
imports  for  the  year  1891  was  published  by  the  (jovernment,  but 
seventeen  years  elapsed  before  the  next  volume  was  issued — in  1908. 
bearing  date  of  1907  and  containing  statistics  for  1905.  No  detailed 
import  and  export  statistics  are  available  for  the  intervening  four- 
teen years,  although  some  data  have  been  published  in  regard  to  cer- 
tain subjects,  but  these  have  not  been  compiled  and  pubushed  in  an 
available  form. 

When  Congress  met  in  1904,  after  the  war,  the  minister  of  the  treas- 
ury was  able  to  give  approximate  estimates  of  the  total  exports  and 
imports  for  the  years  1898  and  1899.  For  the  five  succeeaing  years 
there  are  no  data.  The  published  statistics  did  not  show  the  impoi^ 
tation  by  parcels  post,  which  is  an  important  item  in  Colombia. 

It  is  therefore  unpracticable  to  obtain  sufficient  information  to 
make  a  really  satisfactory  report  on  the  commerce  of  Colombia  for 
any  one  year,  or  to  make  comparisons.  The  statistics  given  herein 
were  obtained  by  special  application  and  through  the  courtesv  of 
various  government  officials,  although,  as  yet,  they  have  not  been 
regularly  compiled  and  published. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  imports  and  exports,  by  custom- 
houses, in  kilos  of  2.2  pounds  for  the  year  1908: 


Custom-house. 


Arauca. 

Bamnquilla.. 
Buenaventura. 

Cartagena 

Cucuta 

5)lales 

Orocue 

Riohacha 

Santa  Marta.... 
Tumaoo 

Total..., 


Imports. 


KUos. 


67,3«7 

38,836,173 

8,099,063 

22,507,334 

891,687 

440,148 

37, 131 

1,006,906 

6,129,460 

4,381,721 


81,384,980 


Value. 


$16,623 
219,127 
340,322 
642,650 
281,614 
37,992 
11,663 
60,431 
185.800 
828,177 


13,614,489 


Exports. 


KUos. 


26,620 

27,420,920 

2,047,332 

22,487,646 

6,764,167 

829,600 

62,894 

3,399,377 

62,761,120 

3,189,462 


118,878,927 


Value, 


$38,726 
6,904,964 

843,166 
4,280,665 

724,678 
79,686 
14,966 

162,697 

923,306 
1,026,181 


14,998,734 


There  was  an  increase  of  $1,025,326  in  imports  and  $1,207,291  in 
exports  over  1907,  and  there  is  an  apparent  balance  of  trade  in  favor 
of  Colombia  amounting  to  $1,485,245.  Both  the  value  of  exports 
and  the  value  of  imports  show  a  decided  increase  over  those  of  recent 
years,  and  therefore  point  to  a  heathful  increase  in  the  foreign  trade 
of  Colombia. 
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CHIEF   EXPORTS   BY   COUNTRIES. 


The  values  of  the  chief  exports  during  1906  and  1907,  and  the 
countries  to  which  they  were  sent,  are  shown  in  the  following  table, 
which  contains  the  latest  detailed  statistics  available : 


Articles. 

Year. 

United 
States. 

France. 

Ger- 
many. 

United 
Kingdom. 

other 
countries. 

Total 
weight. 

Total 
value. 

Balsam 

1906 
1907 
1906 
1907 
1906 
1907 
1906 
1907 
1906 
1907 
1906 
1907 
1906 
1907 
1906 
1907 

$16,426 

9,869 

484,024 

704,634 

19,471 

123,896 

3.992,837 

3,728,038 

14,261 

290 

23,267 

1,961 

156,764 

237,715 

678 

2,899 

11,629 
3,069 

$4,113 
12,483 

$560 

1,808 

200 

$273 

8 

651 

Pound*. 

1  IS. 113 

91,',tv^),'.>93 

125,  lOa,  1)84 

l.lt.ii.  102 

l.v.7,.)65 

70.  2rr2  228 

75.029.181 

7,7M.;«7 

12.r,;ir,.!)72 

111,488 

10,115 

1,075,859 

1,305,766 

87,083 

94,794 

$23,001 

27,227 
484,776 

704,634 

Cocoa 

1,509 
797 
144, 137 
64,852 
16,753 
7,417 
1,968 

"43,"  805' 

57,166 
250 

9,029 

37,627 

604,310 

402,398 

41,962 

112,459 

8,348 

2,421 

40,477 

55,303 

7,770 

8,030 

17,603 

106,820 

539,800 

520,305 

49,127 

12,791 

6,641 

3,059 

3,282 

847,078 

611,014 

2,285 

63,161 

60,671 

Coffee 

272,322 
6, 128, 162 

DIvi-divi 

5,326,607 
124,388 

Ipecacuanha  root . . 

186, 118 
40,224 

38 
38,013 
66,373 

4,420 

Rubber/. 

108,516 

184,975 

1,087 

380 

387,576 

Vegetable  fiber 

601,521 
9,687 

11,309 

IMPORTS   OF   MACHINERY. 


The  imports  of  machinery  into  Colombia  during  1906  and  the 
countries  of  origin  are  shown  in  the  following  table,  which  has  been 
compiled  from  oiBScial  records  as  yet  unpublished : 


Class. 


United 
States. 


France. 


Ger- 
many. 


United 
Kingdom. 


other 
countries. 


Total. 


Agricultural 

Arts  and  trade 

Chocolate 

Coffee 

Dental 

Dynamos  and  electric  motors 

Fabrlle 

Mining 

Mowing  machines 

Printing 

Rice 

Sewing  machines 

Shoemaking 

Sugar 

Sugar  cane 

T^j)€writlng  machines 


KUos. 

31,607 

196,981 

1,111 

42 

346 

3,367 

25,100 

151,096 

163 

4,676 

2,774 

114,246 

2,224 

2,940 

846 

1,072 

631,076 


Kilos. 
1.918 
4,442 


1,576 


185 
263 


800 


6,562 


Kilos. 
3.353 
16,045 


Kilos. 
30,430 
33,444 


6.196 


2,699 
18,390 


119,072 


238 
736' 


6,104 

67 

114,272 


2,972 
"'449- 


95,959 


Kilos. 
'2,768 


500 
427 


108 


KUos. 

67,308 

253,680 

1,111 

5,237 

346 

3,867 

31,367 

290,561 

163 

2,' 774 
126,971 
2,224 
3,389 
6,756 
1,120 
846,977 


AGRICULTURAL   CONDITIONS — COTTON — RUBBER. 

The  year  has  not  been  a  prosperous  one  in  Colombia,  except  for  the 
coffee  and  cattle  raisers.  Locusts  have  devastated  many  provinces 
especially  near  the  coast  and  in  the  Magdalena  Valley.  Tney  have 
also  invaded  the  side  valleys  and  have  approached  very  near  the 
sabana  of  Bogota.  The  Government  has  published  methods  for  the 
destruction  of  the  eggs,  but  it  is  beUeved  that  little  has  been  accom- 
plished in  that  direction. 

The  Government  has  been  making  an  extensive  distribution  to 
owners  of  plantations  of  seeds  of  the  following  plants :  Rubber,  tea. 
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date,  camphor,  Egyptian  cotton,  Sumatra  tobacco,  and  coffee.  This 
is  with  the  idea  of  increasing  and  improving  the  production  of  articles 
for  export  and  of  creating  new  ones. 

Encouragement  has  been  given  by  the  Government  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  banana  for  export  by  grants  of  lands  in  favorable  districts 
along  the  Une  of  the  Santa  Marta  Railway.  The  President  of  the 
Republic,  on  the  occasion  of  a  visit  of  inspection  in  the  coast  provinces, 
gave  encouragement  to  the  cultivation  of  the  banana.  Much  is 
expected  of  this  industry,  in  the  improvement  of  Colombia's  trade 
and  in  the  consequent  improvement  in  the  value  and  stabiUty  of 
Colombian  currency. 

A  well-kno\vTi  Colombian  writes  in  a  recent  treatise  on  this  subject: 

There  is  still  a  further  motive,  and  a  very  strong  one,  which  ought  to  make  the 
Government  and  the  citizens  take  a  greater  interest  in  the  growth  of  the  banana  indus- 
try, together  with  that  of  rubber  and  cocoa,  and  that  is,  the  uncertain  state  of  our 
forei^  commerce,  which  can  depend  only  on  coffee  for  exportation;  for,  although  I 
myeeil  am  a  firm  believer  in  the  future  of  this  industry,  the  loss  of  a  gathering,  sjjecu- 
lations  in  foreign  markets,  and  any  other  such  like  contingencies  may  either  diminish 
or  entirely  destroy  it,  and  thus  bring  upon  us  terrible  consequences.  It  is  therefore 
prudent  that  we  look  on  the  banana  as  a  companion,  or  as  a  possible  substitute,  for 
coffee,  especially  if  its  culture  is  combined  witn  that  of  cocoa  and  rubber. 

The  promotion  of  cotton  and  rubber  industries  has  greatly  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  Government  during  the  year.  Concessions  for 
cotton  factories  with  special  privileges  have  been  granted.  The  Gov- 
ernment has  an  agronomic  establisnment  at  Juntas  de  Apulo  where 
cotton  is  grown  and  seeds,  plants,  and  information  are  distributed  to 
applicants.  Unfortunately  the  locusts  have  been  particularlv 
destructive  to  cotton  crops,  but  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  if  all 

foes  well,  Colombia  should  both  export  cotton  and  largely  supply 
erself  with  manufactured  goods,  provided  the  climate  and  land 
prove  suitable  for  cotton  growing. 

The  Government  is  interesting  itself  in  the  preservation  of  forests, 
more  particularly  to  arrest  the  wholesale  destruction  of  trees  by  rub- 
ber collectors  and  other  exploiters  of  forest  products,  and  early  in  the 
year  passed  a  law  dealing  with  this  matter. 

HIGH  TARIFF  RATES — MONOPOLIES. 

The  tariff  duties  have  remained  at  their  former  high  level  through- 
out the  year,  except  that  in  order  to  ease  the  prevailing  distress  the 
duties  on  imported  wheat  and  flour  have  been  reduced.  The  high 
duties  are  no  doubt  mainly  intended  for  raising  revenue,  but  many 
of  them  are  for  protective  purposes.  Foreign  flour  and  sugar  have 
practically  been  kept  out  of  the  country.  The  bulk  of  both  of  these 
came  from  the  United  States  and  their  quality  was  much  appreciated, 
because  the  refined  sugar  of  the  country  is  not  white,  and  flie  native 
wheat  flour  also  is  dark.  A  pound  of  foreign  refined  sugar  now  costs 
at  retail  in  Bogota  25  cents  gold,  and  many  persons  use  panela,  the 
coarse,  unrefined  sugar  of  the  country.  A  revision  of  the  tariff  has 
been  suggested,  but  until  a  balance  can  be  effected  between  the  rev- 
enues and  expenditures  of  the  country,  it  is  not  likely  that  anything 
will  be  done.  The  annual  deficits  would  soon  accumulate,  rfever- 
theless,  while  duties  remain  at  their  present  high  level,  foreign  coun- 
tries can  make  only  limited  sales  in  Colombia. 
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The  alcohol  and  liquor  monopoly  remained  unchanged  during  the 
year.  A  monopoly  was  created  to  place  on  the  market  industrial  or 
denatured  alcohol.  The  company  nolding  this  privilege  for  Bogota 
and  vicinity,  after  irregularly  supplying  the  market  For  about  ten 
months  and.  gradually  increasing  the  price  of  the  product,  finally  gave 
up  and  no  longer  produces.  The  monopoly  on  hides  proved  imprac- 
ticable and  has  been  abolished. 

REGISTRATION   OF  COMPANIES,   PATENTS,   ETC. — LAND   GRANTS. 

A  law  was  passed  in  1906  requiring  the  registration  of  all  foreign 
companies  carrying  on  business  in  Colombia  and  the  publication,  m 
the  official  paper,  of  their  articles  of  association  and  other  particulars. 
Business  carried  on  by  foreign  private  firms,  and  patents  and  trade- 
marks intended  to  be  used  here  were  also  declared  to  require  regis- 
tration. Accordingly  a  portion  of  the  Diario  Oficial  has  been  occupied 
thisyear  in  registration  notices.  The  companies  registered  are  nearly 
all  English,  and  are  mainly  railwajr  and  mining  companies,  but  there 
are  a  few  German  trading  companies.  American  companies  are  not 
represented,  but  on  the  other  hand  the  United  States  takes  the  lead 
in  the  registration  of  patents  and  trade-marks. 

The  Government  issued  a  statement  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  Novem- 
ber 20,  1906,  to  the  effect  that  five  years  of  undisturbed  possession 
and  cultivation  of  public  lands  conferred  the  right  of  ownership  and 
that  titles  would  be  granted  to  applicants  upon  the  presentation  of 
proofs  of  such  facts.  Accordingly  the  government  officials  were 
much  occupied  during  1908  in  adjudicating  land  grants. 

Another  matter  that  has  engaged  much  of  the  attention  of  the 
Government  during  the  year  has  been  the  reorganization  of  the  army. 
Military  and  naval  schools  for  cadets  have  been  established  in  Bogota 
and  Cartagena,  respectively. 

EXCHANGE — NEW   COINAGE. 

Before  1886  Colombia  had  a  gold  and  a  silver  currency  which  had 
been  gradually  leavingthe  country  as  the  value  of  imports  gained  upon 
that  of  the  exports.  The  jears  1872  to  1874  were  the  most  prosperous 
known  here.  Vast  quantities  of  quinine  were  exported  at  high  prices, 
and  coffee  also  stood  nigh  with  abundant  crops.  Then  came  a  great  fall 
in  prices,  and  the  transfer  of  the  quinine  industry  to  Ceylon.  In  1875 
both  imports  and  exports  decUned  and  this  was  only  the  beginning 
of  hard  times  during  which  money  was  drained  from  the  country  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  merchants  of  Bogota  in  the  year  1878  calcu- 
lated that  the  entire  amount  of  money  circulating  in  the  city  was  only 
$200,000.  Commerce  almost  came  to  a  standstill  for  want  of  cui- 
rency,  and  to  remedy  this  evil  President  Nufiez  introduced  paper 
money. 

The  immediate  effect  of  this  measure  was  to  double  the  trade  of  the 
country;  the  sudden  rise  was  followed  by  a  steady  increase,  and  for 
many  years  the  Colombian  paper  dollar  stood  at  par.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  ^eat  war  in  1899  its  value  was  about  one-third  of 
that  of  the  American  dollar,  and  it  steadily  depreciated  until  in 
November,  1902.  no  less  than  250  Colombian  paper  dollars  were 
required  to  equal  in  value  one  American  dollar.     Since  the  establish- 
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ment  of  peace  the  value  has  never  risen  above  the  ratio  of  1  to  100, 
but  has  often  fallen  below  it.  President  Reyes  has  always  been 
anxious  to  redeem  the  paper  and  reintroduce  a  metal  currency,  but 
circumstances  have  not  been  favorable. 

During  1907  the  Government  introduced  a  nickel  currency  for  1,  2, 
and  5  pesos,  corresponding  to  1,  2,  and  5  cents  in  American  money. 
This  is  much  appreciated  because  the  paper  money  for  these  small 
amounts  soon  became  torn  and  soiled  by  passing  through  many 
hands.  With  this  exception  there  is  little  metal  currency  in  Colom- 
bia. During  the  year  the  value  of  the  Colombian  peso  or  paper  dollar 
fluctuated  very  little,  remaining  always  about  the  hundredtn  part  of 
the  value  of  an  American  gold  dollar — that  is  to  say,  one  American 
cent  has  been  about  equal  to  a  Colombian  dollar. 

MINING   INTERESTS. 

There  are  few  American  mining  companies  in  Colombia.  The 
mines  of  the  country  have  not  had  a  prosperous  year.  The  mine  of 
one  English  company  working  in  Tolima,  and  for  manv  years  paving 
large  dividends,  has  been  closed,  the  paying  gravel  having  been 
exhausted.  Other  alluvial  gravel  mines  in  that  district  have  lately 
struck  poor  streaks.  Two  other  large  English  mines,  working  vein 
mines  in  the  north  of  Antioquia,  have  not  done  well,  and  their  shares 
ate  quoted  at  one-fourth  then*  nominal  value,  but  one  of  the  latter  is 
said  now  to  have  vastly  improved  prospects.  Another  mine  in  the 
same  district,  for  which  capital  was  raised  in  London  and  of  which 
high  expectations  were  formed,  has  proved  unsuccessful  through 
scarcity  of  good  ore. 

The  well-faiown  Marmato  mine,  in  the  Cauca  valley,  has  passed  into 
the  hands  of  a  new  English  company.  A  French  syndicate  has 
acquired  the  gold  and  silver  mines  of  Santander,  Alt  a,  Baja,  and 
Vetas,  successrully  worked  in  the  past,  but  lo^  neglected,  and  is 
commencing  work  on  an  extensive  scale.  The  English  silver  mines 
at  Santana,  Tolima,  it  is  understood,  have  good  ore  in  sight,  but  the 
output  so  far  has  not  been  large.     Many  concessions  have  been 

granted,  principally  to  Colombians,  for  dredging  the  rivers  of  the 
hoco  for  gold  and  platinum,  but  practically  nothing  has  been  done 
under  them.  An  Austrian  company  has  a  concession  for  dredging 
the  Patia  River,  flowing  into  the  racific  near  Barbacoas,  and  a  dredge 
is  now  commencing  operations.  The  United  States  seems  to  have 
taken  little  active  interest  in  Colombian  mining,  although  many 
prospectors  visit  the  country. 

Undoubtedly  this  industry  is  greatly  handicapped  by  the  wildly 
extravagant  tales  told  by  travelers  and  printed  in  books  and  papers 
about  tne  fabulous  mineral  wealth  of  Colombia.  There  are  vast 
tracks  of  alluvium  in  this  country  as  yet  untouched,  but  prospectors 
who  come  here  expecting  to  find  gravel  yielding  $10  or  more  per  cubic 
yard,  as  described  by  many  writers,  when  they  find  only  30  cents  or 
50  cents  per  cubic  yard  go  away  disgusted,  although  these  are  excel- 
lent and  paying  averages. 

It  would  be  well  if  all  the  extravagant  tales  that  have  been  circu- 
lated could  be  destroyed  and  prospectors  could  see  the  country  as  it 
actually  is,  without  coming  to  it  with  false  expectations.  The  stories 
of  vast  copper  deposits  current  from  the  time  of  Humboldt  have  been 
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disproved  over  and  over  again,  but  are  still  printed  in  travelers* 
books  and  reports.  Great  copper  deposits  actually  exist  at  Nata- 
gaima,  but,  although  pure  native  copper  has  been  found,  it  is  too 
irregularly  distributed  in  small  pockets  tor  profitable  working,  and  the 
vast  bulk  of  the  lodes  is  valueless  without  smelting  or  concentration 
works.  An  English  company  has  been  formed  to  provide  such  works 
for  dealing  with  the  Natagaima  copper  and  lead  and  the  silver  ore 
around  Mariquita  too  poor  for  exportation  in  unconcentrated  con- 
dition. 

Considerable  legislation  in  regard  to  mining  has  been  enacted  in 
Colombia  in  the  last  few  years. 

EAILWATS    AND   ROADS. 

During  the  year  the  extension  of  the  Dorada  Railway  has  been  com- 
pleted to  Ambalema,  but  it  parallels  the  Magdalena  line  and  the  traffic 
upon  it  is  small  and  unremunerative.  Five  miles  of  the  Santa  Marta 
Railway  were  formerly  declared  as  received  in  January,  though  it  had 
been  completed  in  October  of  the  previous  year. 

On  the  Girardot  Railway  work  has  been  pushed,  but  no  new  section 
has  been  opened. 

The  Antioquia  Railway  was  extended  10^  miles  by  July  last,  and 
work  continued  during  the  year  on  4  additional  miles  to  a  point  where 
theffreater  difficulties  begin. 

Work  was  begun  on  tne  construction  of  a  railway  from  Puerto 
Wilches  toward  Bucaramanga  and  continued  to  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  Cauca  Railway  was  extended  to  a  length  of  53  miles  from  Buena- 
ventura, but  only  17  miles  were  placed  in  service. 

No  Colombian  railway  is  now  in  American  hands  since  the  handing 
over  of  the  Cartagena  (Colombia)  Railway  Company  to  English 
capitalists,  the  foneiture  of  the  Cauca  railway  concession  to  the 
Banco  Central,  and  the  suspension  of  work  on  the  Darien  and  MedeUin 
project. 

Mule  and  cart  roads  are  in  course  of  construction  in  manv  parts  of 
the  country,  but  there  has  not  been  as  much  of  this  work  done  in 
1908  as  in  each  of  the  previous  two  years. 

RIVER  AND  HARBOR  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  Magdalena  is  the  main  artery  of  Colombian  internal  communi- 
cation, but  obstructions  to  navigation  exist  in  many  places,  especially 
near  Puerto  Berrio,  in  the  form  of  trees  and  shifting  sand  banks. 
The  Government  in  1906  offered  special  privileges  and  endowments 
to  any  of  the  steamboat  companies  that  would  undertake  to  put  the 
river  m  a  satisfactory  state,  but  no  engineering  details  of  the  required 
works  were  described  or  stated.  No  response  to  the  offer  was  made. 
During  this  year  the  Government  has  issued  regulations  respecting 
navigation,  in  order  to  minimize  existing  evils. 

Many  plans  have  been  made  and  proposals  put  forward  for  creating 
a  passage  through  the  sand  bar  obstructing  the  mouth  of  the  Magda- 
lena, and  under  the  direction  of  an  American,  one  of  the  consulting 
engineers  of  the  city  of  New  York,  a  preliminary  survey  has  been 
made  for  the  improvement  of  the  Bocas  de  Ceniza  entrance. 
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The  Government  granted  a  concession  for  the  reopening  of  the  old 
entrance  to  Cartagena  Harbor  known  as  the  Boca  Grande,  closed  by 
the  Spaniards  through  fear  of  pirates  and  hostile  fleets,  but  the  time 
for  commencing  the  work  has  elapsed  and  nothing  has  yet  been 
done.  It  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  steamers  using  the  harbor 
if  this  improvement  could  be  carried  out. 

NEW  INDUSTRIES — MUNICIPAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

During  the  year  there  was  continued  activity  in  the  establishment 
of  knitting  mills.  A  new  one  was  put  in  operation  in  Bogota  and  also 
one  in  Medellin.  The  knitting  mill  at  Samaca,  in  Boyaca,  imported  a 
large  amount  of  new  machinery,  but  has  not  installed  it  as  yet.  A 
match  factory  was  established  m  Bogota  and  reached  a  gross  produc- 
tion of  $3,000  per  month. 

The  capacity  of  the  electric-light  plant  of  the  Compafiia  de  Energia 
El^trica  de  Bogota  was  about  doubled,  brinjging  it  to  2,000  kilowatts. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  electric  lighting  plants  were  being 
installed  in  Tunja  and  in  Manizales.  A  refinery  for  petroleum  was 
under  erection  in  Cartagena,  but  was  not  completed  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 

The  Diario  Oficial  of  March  11, 1907,  provided  for  the  general  plant- 
ing of  trees  and  other  improvements  in  towns  and  villages.  Since  the 
close  of  the  war  many  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  capital 
city  in  the  way  of  pavements,  cement  walks,  and  a  new  park  has  been 
opened.  The  street-car  line  is  being  converted  into  an  electric 
system. 

BARRANQUIIiliA. 

By  Consul  Charles  C.  Eberhardt. 

According  to  custom-house  figures  the  total  trade  of  Barranquilla 
in  1908  amounted  to  $15,124,091,  of  which  $8,219,127  represented 
imports  and  $6,904,964  exports.  In  1907  the  total  trade  amounted 
to  $14,713,599,  the  imports  being  valued  at  $8,114,180  and  the 
exports  at  $6,599,419.  The  trade  for  1908  exceeded  that  of  1907  by 
$410,492,  the  imports  showing  an  increase  of  $104,947  and  the  exports 
$305,545. 

The  total  value  of  declared  exports  to  the  United  States,  exclusive 
of  returned  goods,  was  $4,835,321  in  1908,  an  increase  of  $626,251 
over  1907.  The  articles  and  their  values  for  each  of  the  past  two 
years  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Asphalt 

13,470 

6,138 

2,653,901 

1,496 

1,271 

234,154 

635,384 

901 

3.797 

24,912 

$2,451 

5,126 

3,163,362 

575 

1,070 

174,614 

622,321 

5,011 

5,623 

27,196 

Rubber 

$87,464 
14,204 

$29,768 

nftWm                      ,   . 

Other  articles 

3,130 

Coffee 

CoDDer.  old 

Total 

3-fi«7.0R2 

4,040,137 

hSf 

Bullion  and  coin: 

Gold  dust  and  bars .. .        633, 260 
Qold  and  silver  bars . . '  .      

Hats  ( Panama) 

790.114 

Hides  and  skliis 

2,894 

iTory  nuts 

Silver 1           1,223 

Coin 1           7.605 

780 

Orchids 

1,396 

Grand  total 

4,209,070 

4,836,321 
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THE  UNITED   STATES   BEST   CUSTOMER — SHIPPING. 

The  United  States  took  70  per  cent  of  the  total  exports  from  Bar- 
ranquilla  in  1908.  Two  noteworthy  increases  were  in  the  exports  of 
coffee.  $509,451,  and  in  those  of  gold,  $256,854.  The  coffee  crop  was 
one  or  the  largest  and  best  that  Colombia  has  ever  produced,  and  the 
increased  production  of  gold  was  caused  by  the  renewed  interest  and 
intelligent  effort  displayed  by  mining  men  actively  engaged  in  this 
industry. 

The  decrease  in  Panama  hats,  it  is  claimed  by  local  exporters,  was 
due  to  the  high  duties  charged  by  the  United  States  on  such  goods, 
more  or  less  overstocking  of  the  American  market  in  1907,  and 
close  competition  which  has  rendered  their  business  less  profitable, 
some  ev^n  claiming  to  have  lost  heavily,  while  the  generafly  demor- 
alized condition  of  the  rubber  market  in  the  early  part  of  1908  may 
be  said  to  have  caused  the  faUing  off  in  rubber  shipments. 

The  imports  into  and  exports  from  Barranquilla  tor  1908  amounted 
to  39,311  and  30,470  metric  tons,  respectively.  The  number  of  ves- 
sels entered  and  cleared  and  amount  of  cargo  received  and  shipped 
at  the  port  were  as  follows: 


Flag. 


Colombian,  Dutch,  etc 

English 

French 

Qerman 

Italian 

Spanish 

TotaL 


Imports. 


steam- 
ers. 


Number. 
ol8 
86 
27 
79 
12 
12 


Amount  of  cargo. 


Exports. 


Steam- 
ers. 


Packages. 

6,360 
111.197 

32,989 
357,294 

10,549 

17,291 


Tans, 

44 

9,436 

2,757 

25,169 

892 

1,013 


234  I    534,680  ,      39,311 


Number. 
033 
72 
30 
88 
11 
12 


Amount  of  cargo. 


Packages. 
24,859 
259,500 
26,970 
385,029 
3,677 
7,364 


246      707,399  30,470 


Toiu. 

379 

9,831 

1,699 

18,234 

111 

216 


a  Sailing  vessels. 

The  river  traffic  continues  under  the  control  of  two  companies,  the 
Empresea  de  Navegaci6n  *' Louis  Gieseken,*'  and  the  Magdalena 
River  Steamboat  Company  (Limited),  with  practically  the  same  num- 
ber of  boats  in  their  respective  fleets  as  in  1907.  These  two  compa- 
nies are  no  longer  to  enjoy  such  control  of  this  traffic,  as  another  com- 
pany, which  has  already  ordered  two  stem-wheel  steamboats  from 
the  United  States,  expects  soon  to  begin  active  competition. 

HEALTH    AND   BUSINESS   CONDFTIONS. 

No  quarantinable  diseases  existed  during  the  year,  and  the  general 
health  conditions  can  be  said  to  have  been  fairly  good,  notwithstand- 
ing that  the  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  reported  was  1,408,  or, 
estimating  the  population  at  40,000,  a  trifle  over  35  for  every  1,000; 
a  considerable  increase  as  compared  with  27  per  1,000  in  1906  and  22 
per  1,000  in  1907.  Such  a  rate  might  cause  some  apprehension,  but 
approximately  75  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  (72)  which 
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occurred  during  one  week  in  the  heated  term  were  among  the  infants 
of  the  poorer  laboring  class,  and  the  same  proportion  majr  be  said  to 
be  more  or  less  true  for  the  entire  year.  Barranquilla  will  compare 
favorably,  in  health  conditions,  with  almost  any  town  in  tropical 
regions. 

While  several  of  the  important  business  houses  of  Barranquilla 
were  affected  by  the  stringency  of  the  money  market,  all  seem  to 
have  passed  through  the  crisis  successfully,  and  no  outright  failures 
were  reported.  While  there  was  considerable  improvement  in  gen- 
eral business  conditions  over  those  of  1907,  Uttle  building  or  con- 
struction work  of  any  importance  was  carried  on  in  1908,  the  only 
noteworthy  improvements  being  the  newly-erected  100-barrel  flour 
mill,  now  commencing  operations.  Work  also  continued,  with  some 
interruptions,  on  the  construction  of  the  highway,  approximately  25 
miles  in  length,  from  Barranquilla  to  Usiacuri,  where  springs,  said  to 
contain  water  of  medicinal  properties,  exist.  This  is  the  only  high- 
way in  this  consular  district  which  receives  any  particular  attention 
and  when  completed  it  should  be  of  considerable  practical  value  to 
travelers  between  these  two  points,  though  at  present  there  are  but 
9  miles  completed. 

ConsuUr  Agent  Silas  H.  Wright,  of  Medellin,  reports  that  no  goods 
were  declared  at  that  agency  for  export  to  the  United  States  during 
1908. 

SANTA  MARTA    AGENCY. 

The  Santa  Marta  district  has  sprung  into  prominence  within  a  very 
few  years  and  is  attracting  the  attention  of  capitaUsts  both  in  Co- 
lombia and  abroad  because  of  its  tested  and  proven  natural  advan- 
tages for  the  production  of  bananas  and  coffee. 

rractically  all  of  the  export  business  of  Santa  Marta  is  made  up 
of  these  two  articles  and  both  are  being  exported  in  steadily  increas- 
ing quantities,  though  data  covering  coffee  shipments  are  not  avail- 
able as  Europe  consumes  practically  the  entire  output. 

In  the  matter  of  the  output  of  bananas,  however,  the  United  States 
may  be  said  to  be  virtually  the  only  consumer,  though  a  few  ship- 
ments were  made  to  Europe  in  1908,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  responsive 
market  may  be  established  there  to  take  the  extra  supply  which  the 
United  States  can  not  possibly  use,  if  the  present  policy  of  increased 
production  is  to  be  continued.  Great  areas  are  being  cleared  and 
planted  in  bananas,  and  it  is  estimated  that  at  the  present  rate  of 
activity  the  output  for  1908,  2,225,086  bunches,  will  be  more  than 
doubled  in  five  years. 

The  banana  shipments  to  the  United  States  in  1908  amounted  to 
2,225,086  bunches  valued  at  $772,411,  against  1,938,046  bunches 
valued  at  $709,573  in  1907. 

At  present  most  of  the  hauling  of  bananas  from  the  plantations  to 
the  spurs  of  the  Santa  Marta  Railroad  is  done  in  huge  two-wheeled 
carts.  Perhaps  narrow-gage  railroads  could  be  introduced.  The 
felling  of  the  trees  is  done  hurriedly  and  crops  planted  in  the  midst  of 
the  stumps  which  are  left  standing.  Perhaps  American  manufacturers 
of  stumj>-pullers  could  show  the  owners  where  it  would  be  to  their 
advantage  in  way  of  increased  acreage,  etc.,  to  have  these  stumps 
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removed  bv  their  stump-pullers  immediately  after  the  trees  are  felled, 
and  manufacturers  of  other  implements  might  find  it  an  inviting  field 
for  their  goods. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908  was 
$805,008,  an  increase  of  $56,094  over  the  previous  year.  The  arti- 
cles in  1908  and  their  values  were  as  follows:  Alligator  pears,  $1,027; 
bananas,  $772,411;  cacao,  $5,431;  coffee,  $5,712;  hides  and  skins, 
$20,387;  other  articles,  $40. 

With  the  prospects  favorable  for  the  control  by  the  different  de- 
partments throughout  the  Republic  of  liquor  production  and  other 
Dy-products  of  sugar  cane;  the  establishment  of  a  new  line  of  steam- 
boats on  the  Magdalena  River;  increasing  activity  and  interest  in 
coffee  and  banana  culture  in  the  Santa  Marta  district,  where  general 
conditions  are  most  favorable  to  the  production  of  such  crops;  and 
the  renewed  interest  which  is  being  manifested  in  the  mining  industry 
of  the  interior,  not  only  Barranquilla,  Santa  Marta,  and  Medellin,  but 
also  Colombia  in  general,  seem  about  to  enter  upon  a  period  of  pros- 
,perity,  the  prospects  of  which  give  Colombians  and  foreigners  aUke 
abundant  encouragement. 

CARTAGENA. 

By  Consul  Isaac  A.  Mannino. 

The  total  value  of  exports  through  this  port  to  the  United  States  in 
1908  was  about  $130,000  less  than  m  1907,  most  of  the  decrease  result- 
ing from  the  diversion  to  the  port  of  Barranquilla  of  nearlv  all  gold 
coming  down  the  Magdalena  River  during  the  nrst  quarter  of  the  year. 

The  exports  of  coffee  showed  an  increase  of  about  $170,000  over 
those  of  1907.     Panama  hats  have  nearly  held  even  in  exports  with 

1907,  when  the  amount  was  $125,999,  against  $121,617  for  1908. 
Cedar  and  mahogany  exports  reached  only  $65,674  in  1908,  as  com- 
pared with  $72,750  during  1907. 

Of  hides,  the  exports  to  the  United  States  have  increased  wonderfully 
since  the  removal  of  the  government  monopoly,  as  proven  by  the  fact 
that  of  the  total  exports  of  $171,860  during  1908,  $9,590  was  the  value 
of  the  exports  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  $22,166  that  of  the  sec- 
ond, $54,841.37  of  the  third,  and  $85,262  of  the  fourth.  The  total 
shows  an  enormous  increase  over  the  $49,995  of  1907,  and  was  but 
little  less  than  that  of  1905,  when  the  value  of  hides  sent  to  the  United 
States  was  $172,927. 

The  exports  of  ipecac  showed  a  decrease,  but  those  of  vegetable 
ivory  or  ivory  nuts  an  increase  of  about  $15,000.  Rubber  exports 
fell  from  $121,797  to  $82,585,  and  those  of  platinum  also  showed  a 
marked  decrease,  having  fallen  from  $93,539  in  1907  to  $24,107  in 

1908.  This  is  explained  partly  by  the  decrease  in  the  price  of  plati- 
num, and  also  by  the  withdrawal  by  the  Colombian  Grovemment  of  the 
right  of  fiUng  on  platinum  ground. 

EJconomic  conditions  abroad  have  affected  Colombia  as  well  as 
domestic  conditions,  and  have  had  their  effect  on  the  initiative  of  the 
people. 
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ECUADOR. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul-General  Herman  R.  DiBraiCH,  Guayaquil. 

The  total  exports  from  Ecuador  in  1908  were  valued  at  $13,279,602, 
an  increase  or  $1,486,389  over  the  previous  year;  of  this  increase 
$1,282,000  may  be  attributed  to  increased  shipments  of  gold  coin. 

Countries  showing  a  notable  increase  in  the  value  of  products 
purchased  from  Ecuador  over  the  previous  year  were:  France,  with 
an  increase  of  $1,006,505;  United  Kingdom,  $595,990;  United  States, 
$524,277;  Spain,  $441,683;  and  Austria-Hungary,  $93,017.  In  the 
case  of  the  United  States,  if  the  shipments  of  gold  coin,  which 
amounted  to  $1,100,000,  and  returned  American  goods  valued  at 
$3,616  were  deducted,  the  apparent  increase  would  De  changed  to  a 
decrease  of  $579,339. 

During  the  same  period  Germany  purchased  $491,845  less  of 
Ecuadors  products  than  in  1907;  Peru,  $366,917;  Italy,  $141,655; 
Netheriands,  $80,425;  and  Chile,  $66,389. 

PRINCIPAL   EXPORTS   AND   IMPORTS. 

The  principal  products  exported  were  cocoa,  straw  (Panama)  hats, 
coffee,  ivorv  nuts,  rubber,  gold  ore,  and  hides.  The  total  imports 
into  Ecuador  in  1908  were  valued  at  $10,277,365,  an  increase  of 
$427,378  over  1907,  which  was  due  to  the  gradual  development  and 
growth  of  the  Republic. 

The  countries  showing  increased  sales  of  commodities  to  Ecuador 
in  1908  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  were:  Germany,  with  an 
increase  of  $348,727;  France,  $140,314;  Great  Britain,  $61,413; 
Belgium,  $44,567;  and  Italy,  $41,851.  Shipments  from  Spain  were 
about  the  same  as  during  tne  previous  year.  The  countries  showing 
a  notable  decrease  in  the  sale  of  their  commodities  to  Ecuador  in 
1908  were  the  United  States,  with  a  decrease  of  $300,336;  and  Chile, 
$97,495. 

The  leading  articles  of  import  were  textiles,  foodstuffs,  iron  and 
hardware,  clothing,  wines  and  liquors,  machines  and  machinery, 
leather,  boots  and  shoes,  drugs  and  chemicals,  candles,  hats  and  caps, 
coal,  soap,  paper,  crockery  and  glassware,  furniture,  jute  bagging, 
and  kerosene. 

The  total  exports  from  and  imports  into  Ecuador  for  each  of  the  last 
five  years,  and  the  shares  of  the  United  States,  were  as  follows: 


Imports. 

Exports. 

Year. 

Total. 

From 
United 
States. 

Total 

To  United 
States. 

1904           

17,669,585 
7.866,945 
8,505,800 
9,849,987 

10,277,365 

12,448,924 
2,271,121 
2,328,450 
2,349,182 
2,048,846 

$11,520,309 
9,282.834 
11,690,243 
11,793,213 
13,279,602 

$2,616,887 
2,536,669 
3,920,776 
3,347,185 
3,871,462 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF   EXPORTS. 


The  total  value  of  exports  from  Ecuador  in  1908  and  the  propor- 
tion sent  to  each  country  are  shown  in  the  table  which  follows: 


Country. 


United  States.... 

Atigentfnft. 

Austria-Hungary 

Belgium 

Chile 

Colombia 

Cuba 

France 

Germany 

Italy 


Value. 


13,871,462 

20,086 

116,800 

10,803 

281,871 

3,656 

16,229 

5,062,885 

991,782 

115,885 


Country. 


Mexico 

Netherlands 

Panama 

Peru 

Spain 

united  Kingdom.. 

Uruguay 

All  other  countries 

Total 


Value. 


130,510 
44,813 
34,055 
74,382 

799,793 

,761,o87 

24,377 

28,827 


13,279,603 


The  portion  of  each  of  the  six  leading  articles  of  export  taken  by 
the  chief  purchasers  of  Ecuadoran  products  is  shown  in  the  following 
table: 


Country. 

Cocoa. 

Coffee. 

Hats. 

Hides. 

Ivory 
nuts. 

Rubber. 

United  States 

$1,533,138 

172,685 
196,600 
12,538 
138,368 

1221,360 

$128,661 

$130,498 

$312,575 

Chile 

France 4.869,085 

Germany ,       434,963 

Italy 1        45.466 

63,676  1      10,025 
92,972  1      10,068 

71,869 
192,866 
57,922 

8.298 
97,218 

Spain..            

733,386 
1,028,972 

1,830 

Imited  Khigdom 

24,851 

318,690 

15,092 

17,986 

1,840 

France  is  the  largest  buyer  from  Ecuador,  while  the  United  States 
comes  next  and  the  United  Kingdom  third.  Much  the  largest  part 
of  the  cocoa  goes  to  France,  while  Chile  is  the  best  customer  for  coffee, 
with  Germany  second.  The  United  Kingdom  is  the  largest  buyer 
of  straw  hats.  The  United  States  takes  by  far  the  largest  part  of  the 
hides  and  rubber,  while  Germany  is  the  largest  purchaser  of  ivory 
nuts. 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  Ecuador  during  1908,  by  principal 
articles,  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Bark,  cinchona 

Capoc  (vegetable  wool) 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

Fruits,  fresh 

Gold,  DuUion  and  dust. 

Hats,  straw 

Hides 

Ivory  nuts 

Orchilla 

Ore.  gold 

Rubber 


Value. 


$10,303 

13,332 

8,868,520 

520,920 

54,284 

196,684 

799.284 

166,703 

492,626 

25,855 

179,292 

421.761 


Articles. 


Skins,  alligator 

Straw: 

Mooora,  for  hammocks 
Toq  uilla,  for  hats 

Tobacco,  leaf 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Gold  coin 

Grand  total 


Valoe. 


$12,115 

23,340 
33,637 
15,066 
46,638 


879,340 
400,254 


13,279,603 


Of  the  exports  of  gold  coin,  $1,100,000  went  to  the  United  States, 
$300,000  to  England,  and  $254  to  France. 


EXPORTS   TO  THE   UNCTED   STATES. 


The  exports  from  Ecuador  to  the  United  States  during  1908,  as 
given  by  the  Ecuador  custom-house  statistics,  were  as  follows : 
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Articles. 

Coooft , 

Coffee : 

Gold,  bullion  and  dost. 

Hats,  straw 

Hides 

Ivory  nuts  (tagua) 

Ore,  gold 

Rubber 


Value. 


$1,633,138 
72,685 
188,000 
221,360 
128.661 
180,498 
165,047 
312,575 


Articles. 

Value. 

Skins,  alligator 

$12,115 

All  other  articles 

3,767 

Total 

2,767,846 

Gold  coin 

1,100,000 

Returned  American  goods 

3,616 

Grand  total 

3,871,468 

The  minor  items  of  export  included  cotton,  curios,  and  samples  of 
fiber,  quartz,  placer  sana,  saddles,  sarsaparilla,  and  woods. 

The  value  of  the  exports  to  the  Unitea  States  for  1908,  as  declared 
at  the  consulate-general  in  Guayaquil,  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 

Coooa 

Coffee 

Cotton 

Curios 

Fiber 

Gold: 

Bullion 

Cyanide  precipitates 
Dust  ana  sweeps 

Hats,  straw 

Hides,  cattle 

lyorynuts 

Quarts 


Value. 


$1,588,305 

64,349 

1,286 

510 

187 

174,281 
113,605 

42,643 
122.211 
122,127 

1»,277 
59 


I  Articles. 

Bubber 

Silver: 

Bullion 

Cyanide  precipitates. . 

Sweeps 

Skins,  alligator 

Total 

Gold  coin 

Returned  American  goods 

Grand  total 


Value. 


$252,602 


2,443 
7,668 
2.000 
16,985 

2.530,538 

1,100,000 

3,254 

3,633,792 


Mr.  Alberto  Santos,  consular  agent  at  Bahia  de  Caraquez,  reports 
a  total  of  $283,628  as  the  declared  value  of  exports  from  that  place 
to  the  United  States.  This  included  $214  worth  of  returned  Ameri- 
can ^ods.  The  largest  items  were  cocoa,  $166,160;  rubber,  $84,514, 
and  ivory  nuts,  $25,388. 

Mr.  George  D.  Hedian,  consular  agent  at  Esmeraldas,  reports 
declared  exports  to  the  value  of  $86,959,  of  which  $138  were  returned 
American  goods.  Ivory  nuts  constituted  $52,488  worth  of  the  ex- 
ports; rubber,  $23,510;  and  gold  dust,  $10,108. 

Mr.  MaxVoelcker,  consular  agent  at  Manta,  reports  $88,113  as 
the  value  of  declared  exports  for  1908.  Ivory  nuts  made  up  $44,851 
of  this  sum;  ox  hides, $15,510;  rubber,  $14,899;  and  straw  hats, $7,170. 

GENERAL  IMPORTS. 

The  value  of  the  principal  imports  into  Ecuador  during  1908,  by 
articles,  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 

Arms,  ammunition,  etc 

Automobiles  and  bicycles. . . 

Bagging,  jute 

Bags,  Jute  and  paper 

Boats  and  launches 

Books,  blank  and  printed . . . 

Candles 

Carriages  and  wheeb 

Cement 

Clothing 

Coal 

Cordage  and  twine 

Crockery  and  glassware 

DruKS  and  chemicals 

Foodstuffs 

Furniture 

Hats  and  caps 

Iron  and  hardware 

Jewelry,  watches  and  clocks 
Kerosaie 


Value. 


$160,962 

16,  MS 

118,038 

56,062 

18,893 

64,190 

168,773 

18,378 

30.604 

574,682 

149,238 

66,313 

121,833 

204,258 

1,137,949 

118,674 

156.182 

666.485 

26,050 

116,434 


Articles. 

Leather,  boots,  and  shoes 

Lumber 

Machinery 

Matches 

Musical  instruments 

Paints  and  oils 

Paper 

Perfumery 

Railroad  material 

Soap 

Silk  fabrics 

Textiles,  other  than  silk  . 

Wines  and  liquors 

Ail  other  articles 

Total 

Gold  coin 

Grand  total 


Value. 


1206,146 

11,792 

250,634 

42,358 

76,955 

64,098 

141,434 

43,343 

22,380 

143.618 

528,504 

2,066,514 

527,506 

1,232,449 


9,346,213 
931,152 


10,277,366 
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Of  the  gold  coin  imported,  $625,000  came  from  Great  Britain, 
$256,152  from  Peru,  and  $50,000  from  the  United  States. 

Over  90  per  cent  of  the  imports  came  through  the  port  of  Guayaquil, 
and  nearly  the  same  proportion  of  the  exports  passed  out  at  this  port. 
Among  the  lesser  ports  ot  entry  Man  tawasfirst  and  Bahia  de  Caraquez 
second  as  to  value  of  imports,  while  in  exports  this  order  was  reversed. 

The  customs  receipts  for  1908,  includmg  import  and  export  duties 
and  light^house  dues,  amounted  to  $5,148,314,  of  which  $4,455,732 
was  received  at  Guayaquil,  $241,078  at  Bahia  de  Caraquez,  $219,895 
at  Manta,  and  $143,859  at  Esmeraldas. 

LEADINO  PRODUCTS — MANUFACTURES. 

The  cocoa  crop  of  1908  was  the  largest  ever  produced  by  Ecuador, 
amounting  to  70,662,042  pounds,  valued  at  $8,868,520,  compared 
with  43,348,369  pounds  in  1907,  valued  at  $6,934,257,  an  increase  in 
production  of  27,313,673  pounds,  and  in  value  of  $1,934,263. 

In  1908  there  was  a  marked  shortage  in  the  crop  of  ivoiy  nuts,  or 
ta^a,in  Ecuador,  as  well  as  in  theneignboring  RepubUc  of  Colombia, 
which  caused  a  slight  advance  in  the  price  of  this  product  in  the  early 
months  of  the  present  year.  Shipments  of  tagua  from  Ecuador  in 
1908  aggregated  only  22,798,532  pounds,  valued  at  $492,626,  com- 
pared with  47,131,627  pounds  in  1907,  valued  at  $1,358,056.  This 
was  a  decrease  in  weight  of  24,333,095  pounds,  or  more  than  50  per 
cent,  while  the  decrease  in  value  amounted  to  $865,430. 

*'Cabuya,''  or  sisal  fiber,  a  product  which  heretofore  has  been 
virtually  unknown  here,  is  now  receiving  some  attention  in  the  Repub- 
lic, and  the  small  trial  shipments  of  this  article  made  in  1907  have 
attracted  suflBcient  interest  to  cause  several  other  shipments  to  follow, 
both  to  the  United  States  and  to  countries  in  Europe.  There  seems 
to  be  no  reason  why  this  article  should  not  attract  the  attention  of 
some  of  the  importers  in  the  United  States.  The  same  is  true  of 
capoc,  or  vegetable  wool,  and  orchiUa,  or  archil  Uchen.  The  latter 
is  a  dyes  tuff  of  considerable  merit,  but  apparently  these  articles  have 
not  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  American  importers. 

Manufacturmg  interests  in  the  Republic  have  not  increased  to 
any  notable  extent  during  the  year,  and  are  therefore  still  represented 
in  a  moderate  way.  Probably  the  most  important  advance  was  the 
erection  of  a  shoe  factory  in  Guayaquil,  which  is  nearing  completion 
and  in  which  will  be  installed  the  latest  improved  Amencan  machin- 
ery. Many  handmade  shoes  have  been  manufactured  yearly  in 
Ecuador,  and  a  substantial  factory  equipped  with  machinery  will  be 
of  much  interest  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Republic. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1908  the  electric  light  company  and  the  com- 

8 any  controlling  the  electric  tramway  now  under  construction  in 
ruayaquil  united,  forming  one  company  with  a  combined  capital  of 
$800,000.  It  is  tne  intention  to  utilize  the  water  power  in  the  foot- 
hills of  the  Andes,  which  may  be  reached  within  aoout  50  nules,  for 
the  purpose  of  operating  both  plants  in  the  near  future,  which  it  is 
reported  can  be  aone  at  a  moderate  expense. 

The  establishment  of  the  electric  tramway,  which  now  has  its  track 
laid  on  a  number  of  streets,  has  already  had  the  effect  of  reducing  the 
value  of  the  stock  of  the  mule  car  line  from  $1.60  to  90  cents. 
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BANKING FIRE   INSURANCE — SHIPPING. 

Of  the  banks  in  Guayaquil  the  Bank  of  Ecuador,  with  a  paid-up 
capital  of  3,000,000  sucres  (sucre  =  48.7  cents)  paid  a  dividend  for 
1908  of  16  per  cent.  The  reserve  fund  on  January  1,  1909,  was 
1,250,000  sucres  and  the  fund  for  anticipated  payments  426,878 
sucres.  The  Banco  Comercial  y  Agricola,  with  a  paid-up  capital  of 
5,000,000  sucres,  on  June  30,  1908,  declared  an  anticipated  dividend 
of  6  per  cent  for  the  last  half  of  the  year.  Its  reserve  fund  at  the  close 
of  1908  was  540^000  sucres  and  its  dividend  fund  207,042  sucres. 
The  Banco  Temtorial,  with  a  paid-up  capital  of  700,000  sucres, 
showed  a  net  profit  of  a  little  more  than  9  per  cent  for  1908,  of  which 
5  per  cent  was  paid  to  the  stockholders  and  the  balance  credited  to 
the  reserve  funa  and  other  accoimts.  The  Guayaquil  Savings  Bank, 
with  a  paid-up  capital  of  50,000  sucres,  had  a  net  profit  of  nearly  11 
per  cent  for  1908. 

In  1908  property  to  the  value  of  $3,427,560  in  Guayaquil  was 
insured  agamst  fire,  and  the  premiums  paid  amounted  to  $172,042. 
British  companies  held  75  per  cent  of  this,  German  companies  7  per 
cent,  companies  in  Netherlands  1  per  cent,  and  the  Guayaquil  Fire 
Insurance  Company  the  remaining  17  per  cent.  The  statement  of 
the  Guayaquil  company  shows  a  paid-up  capital  of  1,000,000  sucres 
and  a  net  profit  for  the  year  of  a  httle  over  6  per  cent.  The  amoimt 
of  insurance  written  by  it  in  1908  was  1,145,000  sucres,  on  which  the 
premiums  amounted  to  45,858  sucres. 

During  1908,  175  steamers  and  9  sailing  vessels,  with  a  registered 
tonnage  of  399,333,  entered  the  port  of  Guayaquil.  Of  the  steamers 
91  were  British^  53  Chilean,  27  German^  3  French,  and  1  Norwegian; 
and  of  the  saihng  vessels  4  were  British,  2  German,  2  Norwegian, 
and  1  Russian. 

Passengers  arriving  at  Guayaquil  are  not  placed  in  quarantine, 
provided  no  case  of  contagious  disease  has  occurred  on  board  the 
vessel  on  which  they  come.  Vessels  coming  from  the  south  are 
fumigated  on  arrival  oy  Ecuadoran  authorities  unless  they  have  been 
fumigated  at  Callao  before  leaving  and  have  come  directly  from  that 

1)ort.  All  vessels  sailing  for  Panama  are  fumigated  just  before 
eaving  for  ports  of  the  United  States  or  its  dependencies,  if  they  take 
cargo  here. 

PARAG-XJAY. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul  Edward  J.  Norton,  Asuncion. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  Paraguay  in  1908  amounted  to  $7,661,469 
gold,  of  which  the  imports  were  valued  at  $3,929,724  and  the  exports 
at  $3,731,745,  against  a  total  of  $10,699,974  for  1907,  of  which  the  im- 
ports were  $7 ,586 , 1 28  and  the  exports  $3,113 ,846.  The  value  of  imports 
and  of  exports,  by  "principal  countries,  during  1908  was  as  follows: 


Country. 


United  States.. 

Argentina 

Bdgium 

Bradl 

France 

Germany 

Italy 


Imports. 

Exports. 

$214,467 

$1,231 

743,660 

1,830,366 

45,766 

146,013 

46,850 

29,903 

355,568 

78,073 

989,047 

812,186 

323,578 

14,924 

Country. 


Spain 

U  nited  Kingdom . . . 

UruKuay 

All  other  counMes.. 


Total. 


Imports. 


$266,189 

868,257 

44,836 

42,626 


3,929,724 


Exports. 


$27,165 


529,204 
262,691 


3,731,745 
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The  value  of  the  principal  imports  during  1908  is  shown  in  the 
.  following  statement : 


ArticleB. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Bflvflrages 

t253.274 

19,995 

99,446 

48,781 

45,920 

981,919 

6,790 

319,947 

Hats 

$47,829 
17,610 
9,650 

Books  .                         

Hides  ft^d  sMns ... 

Clothing ,  r . 

Jewelry 

Drugs 

T/ftTPpS ,    

2,478 

FliMMms, , --...... 

Notions 

135,135 

Foodstuffs 

Perfumery 

26,250 

6,246 

727,471 

Furniture 

Shoes 

Hardware 

Textiles 

The  decrease  of  $3,656,404  in  imports  was  caused  by  the  effects  of 
the  commercial  crisis  and  by  the  unusually  heavy  buying  of  1907.   . 

GERMANY   LEADS   IN   IMPORTS. 

Direct  imports  have  been  very  light  for  some  time,  as  merchandise 
is  being  purchased  in  small  quantities  from  the  representatives  of 
European  and  American  manufacturers  in  Buenos  Aires  and  Monte- 
video. For  years  the  United  Kingdom  has  led  in  supplying  imports 
into  Paraguay,  but  the  figures  for  1908  show  that  Germany  has  now 
won  first  place.  While  the  figures  are  official,  there  is  invariably  a 
difference  DC tween  the  statements  of  exports  and  imports  as  prepared 
by  the  customs  authorities  and  the  returns  as  prepared  by  the  sta- 
tistical office.  On  this  account  the  figures  can  not  be  considered  as 
wholly  exact  regarding  either  the  values  of  imports  and  exports  or 
the  countries  of  origin  or  destination. 

It  is  quite  possible,  however^  that  Germany,  as  shown,  is  entitled  to 
first  place  among  the  coiintnes  from  which  Paraguav  secured  its 
imports  in  1908,  as  many  important  British  houses  witn  representa- 
tives in  Asuncion  practically  withdrew  from  the  market  during  the 
past  year  on  account  of  the  serious  financial  and  commercial  depres- 
sion that  began  in  1907  and  which  still  continues. 

Local  importers  have  been  able  to  pay  very  small  amounts  on  their 
long  overdue  bills  and,  with  few  exceptions,  asked  for  further  exten- 
sions of  time  in  order  to  meet  their  obligations.  The  field  was  left 
open  to  the  Germans,  who  were  willing  not  only  to  extend  credits  in 
order  to  tide  their  customers  over  the  period  of  commercial  crisis,  but 
to  open  new  accounts. 

Conimercial  failures  were  few,  and  these  involved  only  the  smaller 
merchants.  On  the  whole,  the  business  men  of  Paraguay  are  doing 
well  in  facing  an  unfavorable  situation,  and  the  older  and  larger  houses 
will  undoubtedly  withstand  the  strain.  The  local  banks  are  carrying 
an  enormous  amount  of  paper,  but  the  notes  are  well  secured,  and 
money  is  not  as  scarce  as  might  be  expected.  Sudden  fluctuations  in 
exchange,  with  a  steady  increase  in  the  rate  throughout  the  year,  had 
the  effect  of  further  disturbing  commercial  circles. 

TRADE   WITH  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  official  returns  for  1905  credited  the  United  States  with  having 
furnished  imports  to  the  value  of  $109,677,  and  those  for  1907, 
$387,325,  while  in  1908  the  value  was  $214,467.  The  imports  in  1908 
consisted  chiefly  of  the  following  lines: 
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Articles. 


Value. 


Articles. 


Value. 


Foodstuils 
Firearms.. 

Shoes 

TextUes... 

Hats 

Notions... 


132,391 
4,  in 
1,032 

i,»n 

2,129 


Hardware 

Drugs 

Patent  medicines 

Hides  and  skins 

Perfumery 

Fixtures  for  druggists. 


S58,346 
7,584 

561 
1,708 

910 
1,189 


The  balance  of  the  goods  coimng  from  the  United  States  consisted 
of  small  amounts  of  famps,  saddlery,  jewelry,  medical  instnmients, 
fumitm'e,  books,  and  ready-made  clothing.  In  comparison  with  the 
returns  for  1905.  the  trade  of  the  United  States  shows  an  encouraging 
increase  in  nearly  all  lines. 

During  the  past  year,  in  spite  of  the  imf avorable  condition  existing 
here,  Paraguay  increased  its  purchases  of  agricultural  machinery,  and 
many  new  articles  from  the  United  States  made  their  appearance  in 
this  market.  These  goods  include  pumps,  paints,  typewriters,  pho- 
tographic apparatus  and  accessories,  cash  registers,  steam  boners, 
carpenters'  tools,  safety  razors,  cereals,  and  California  tinned  fruits. 
The  different  newspaper  offices  and  printing  establishments  in 
Asimcion  have  installed  three  or  four  new  linotype  machines,  while 
the  general  post-office  has  recently  set  up  a  complete  equipment  of 
lock  boxes  made  in  the  United  States.  The  annual  imports  of  kero- 
sene oil  from  the  United  States  are  estimated  to  be  from  60,000  to 
70,000  cases  of  10  gallons  each. 

OPPORTUNITIES   FOB   EXTENDING  AMERICAN   TRADE. 

Despite  the  difficulties  that  stand  between  the  exporter  of  the 
Unitea  States  and  the  Para^ayan  market,  the  trade  is  growing 
steadily.  Transportation  facilities,  freight  rates,  and  incidental 
charges  are  all  in  favor  of  the  European  manufacturer^  and  the  ques- 
tion of  credits  remains  as  a  serious  obstacle  to  a  large  increase  in  im- 
gorts  of  merchandise  from  the  United  States.  The  local  importing 
ouses  are  not  asking  for  new  credits,  and  their  purchases  are  limited 
to  small  quantities  of  absolutely  necessary  goods.  All  stocks  are 
running  low  and  when  commercidl  conditions  improve  the  exporters 
of  the  United  States  should  secure  a  considerable  amount  of  new 
business  in  Paraguay.  The  best  opportunities  for  extending  trade 
will  be  found  in  agricultural  machmery,  including  plows,  com  and 
feed  mills,  windmills,  rice-cleaning  mills  and  small  sugar  mills  and 
boilers;  sawmill  and  woodworking  machinery;  hardware;  patent 
medicines  and  drugs;  leather;  shoes;  office  furniture;  stationery  and 
stationers'  supplies,  and  notions. 

With  very  few  exceptions  all  goods  from  the  United  States  have 
arrived  in  good  condition,  and  local  importers  have  no  complaints  to 
make  about  poor  packing.  There  has  been,  however,  considerable 
dissatisfaction  regarding  the  slowness  of  American  exporters  in 
acknowledging  orders  and  of  their  negligence  in  failing  to  follow  ship- 
ping instructions. 

INCREASE   IN   EXPORTS — ^RAILWAY   EXTENSION. 

The  increase  during  1908  of  $617,899  in  exports  from  Paraguay 
was  due  to  heavier  shipments  of  timber  and  unusually  good  crops  of 
tobacco  and  fruits.     The  exports  of  quebracho  extract  show  an 
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increase,  but  the  total  of  yerba  mat6  exported  was  about  the  same 
as  that  for  1907.  A  dechne  is  noted  in  the  exports  of  hides  and 
jerked  beef. 

Shipments  to  the  United  States  consist  of  oil  of  petitgrain,  a  distil- 
lation obtained  from  the  leaves  of  the  bitter  orange.  The  declared 
value  of  oil  exported  to  the  United  States  in  1908  amoimted  to 
$14,678,  against  $10,002  in  the  previous  year. 

There  has  been' no  stop  in  tne  work  of  extending  the  line  of  the 
Paraguay  Central  Railway  to  Encarnacion  where  it  will  join  the 
Argentine  Northeastern,  and  in  2  years  or  less  Asimcion  will  be 
placed  in  direct  rail  communication  with  Buenos  Aires.  Several 
other  lines  are  projected,  and  1909  may  see  one  or  more  new  railways 
under  construction. 

PERU. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul-Generax  Samuel  M.  Tatlor,  Caxlao. 

The  trade  and  financial  condition  of  Peru  for  the  past  14  months 
do  not  admit  of  an  encouraging  report.  Ever  since  tne  disturbances 
of  May,  1908,  there  has  been  business  depression,  until  it  has  at  last 
become  most  serious. 

Trade  statistics  for  1908  have  not  been  compiled,  but  it  may  safely 
be  stated  that  there  has  been  a  falling  off  in  trade  of  30  per  cent  to 
40  per  cent,  and  some  houses  report  even  larger  decreases.  The 
effect  on  the  government  revenues  has  been  most  serious.  The 
receipts  for  1907,  1908,  and  the  first  four  months  of  1909  were 
$13,773,771,  $13,922,078,  and  $3,392,909,  respectively.  The  expenses 
for  1909,  for  which  appropriations  have  been  made  by  the  Congress, 
amoimt  to  $14,969,285.  The  deficiency  will  amoimt  to  over 
$4^00,000. 

rem  for  some  years  prior  to  1908  had  remarkable  prosperity,  and 
the  reaction  is  felt  more  keenly  than  had  the  prosperity  been  normal. 
During  the  prosperous  period  the  mines  of  the  country  were  bought 
up  by  foreign  investors.  Large  sums  were  spent  in  developing  the 
plants,  and  larger  sums  still  were  made  as  a  result.  This  turned  into 
the  former  Peruvian  stock  owners'  hands  very  large  sums  of  ready 
cash,  which  resulted  in  free  expenditures  that  stimulated  the  trade 
of  the  country  far  beyond  any  former  experiences.  Now  the  mines 
of  Peru  are  almost  entirely  owned  by  foreigners.  Aside  from  the 
wages  paid  to  workingmen  and  the  monev  paid  for  local  products,  the 
profits  go  to  foreigners,  to  be  spent  in  foreign  countries.  Even  the 
machinery  and  all  the  necessary  equipment  for  operating  are  purchased 
abroad. 

Aside  from  the  mines  the  next  greatest  sources  of  income  of  the 
country  are  in  the  cultivation  of  rubber  and  in  the  sugar  and  cot- 
ton plantations.  As  for  the  rubber,  that,  like  the  minerals,  is  in  the 
control  of  foreigners,  and  the  sugar  and  cotton  producing  areas  are 
very  limited. 

PRODUCTION  OF  COTTON  AND  COTTON  SEED. 

A  prominent  Lima  firm  interested  in  cotton  and  cotton  seed, 
writing  under  date  of  January  20, 1909,  gives  the  shipments  of  cotton 
and  cotton  seed  from  Peru  during  1908,  as  stated  at  the  top  of  the 
next  page. 
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Ports. 

Cotton. 

Ck>tton 
seed. 

Ports. 

Cotton. 

Cotton 
seed. 

Palta 

Pounds. 
6,527,800 
756,713 
2,429,371 
2,638,215 
2.258,824 
6,187,709 
5,994,334 

Pounds. 
9,576,596 
1,300,187 
3,535,722 
1,576,429 

■"6,696;6i6 

4,155,274 

Lomas 

Pounds. 
•304,585 

Pounds. 

Rt»n 

Total 

Supe..-. 

Huacho 

27,097,551 
1,440,000 

25,240,218 

Lima  produotioii  for  local 
use 

Cerro  Azul 

3,360,000 

Grand  total 

Pisco 

28,537,551 

28,600,218 

There  were  thus  about  12,740  long  tons  of  cotton  and  a  little  more  than  that  of 
cotton  seed  produced.  Of  course  the  actual  production  of  seed  was  considerably  more 
than  12,740  tons^  large  quantities  having  been  used  for  fuel  and  for  the  manumcture 
of  oil  cake,  but  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  particulars  of  the  quantities  so  used.  The 
above  quantit^r  is  only  what  has  been  shipped  to  Europe  from  Peruvian  ports. 

The  production  cl  cotton-seed  oil  during  1908  was  about  40,000  quintals,  or  nearly 
2,000  long  tons. 

RAILROADS — SHIPPING. 

The  transactions  in  iron  and  steel  during  1908  were  limited,  but 
practically  all  the  business  done  was  with  American  firms.  This  is 
especially  true  of  all  new  contracts. 

During  1908,  80  miles  of  road  were  completed,  from  Oroya  to  Huan- 
cayo;  and  90  miles,  from  Sicuani  to  Cuzco,  making  a  total  of  170 
miles.  Construction  is  also  being  carried  forward  on  the  following 
roads:  Huancayo  to  Ayacucho,  160  miles;  'Ilo  to  Moquegua,  118 
miles;  Tablones  to  Recuay,  130  miles;  Yonan  to  MagdaJena,  39 
miles;  Tumbes  to  Palizada,  6  miles^  a  total  of  453  miles. 

In  1908  the  number  of  vessels  with  cargo  entering  Callao  was  626 
with  a  tonnage  of  1,203,338,  and  60  vessels  entered  in  ballast,  rep- 
resenting a  tonnage  of  49,914.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1907 
were:  With  cargo  669,  tonnage  1,240,029;  in  b^ast  41,  tonnage 
38,278.  Of  the  626  ships  with  cargo  m  1908,  245  were  British,  117 
Chilean,  101  Peruvian,  80  German,  10  French,  32  Norwegian,  and 
31  American.  In  tonnage  of  vessels  with  cargo  the  United  Kingdom 
led  with  578,094  tons;  Germany  followe4  with  239,111;  Chile  had 
206,593;  Norway,  51,993;  Peru,  40,379;  France,  37,001,  and  the 
United  States,  27,297. 

Of  the  60  vessels  in  ballast  26  were  British,  16  Peruvian,  7  Ameri- 
can, and  6  Norwegian. 

DECLARED   EXPORTS. 


The  declared  value  of  exports  from  Peru  (exclusive  of  Iquitos) 
to  the  United  States  in  1907  and  1908,  respectively,  is  shown,  by 
articles,  in  the  following  table : 


Articlefl. 


1907. 


1906. 


Articles. 


1907. 


1908. 


Antiquititt 

Bark 

Coea  leaves 

Cocaine. 

Copper  ban 

Cotton 

Documents 

Ooatand  sheepskins 

Ouano 

Hats,  straw 

ffides 

Hoosebold  effects 

Ores 

Rubber 

Specimens,  natural  his- 
tory  


tlOl 

1,010 

155,348 

200 

4,376,460 

630,864 


192,268 

197,750 

66,794 

32,037 

4,740 

834,665 

225,158 


$3,364 


111, 

6,3271 
694, 
5, 
191, 
250, 
54, 


Su«ar 

Sulphur 

Sulphide  of  silver.. 

Tools 

Wool: 

Alpaca 

Sheep 

All  other  articles. . . 


1601,355 


16,767 
514 

503,848 

615 

1,232 


463, 
180, 


600 
404 
506 

417 


Total 

Betumed  American  goods. 


7,841.615 
6,637 


Grand  total. 


7,848,152 


$446,250 

1,749 

13,405 

286 

.  75,608 


7,842,032 
16,904 


7,858,036 
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The  declared  exports  from  Callao  for  1908  are  shown  in  the  following 
table: 


Articles. 


Antiquities. 

Cocaine 

Copper  bars 

Cotton 

Ouano 

Ores 

Bldns,  goat. 
Sugar 


Value. 


$3,119 
2,781 
2,718,394 
110,497 
176,504 
204,506 
21,311 
46,913 


Articles. 


Value. 


Sulphide  of  silver. 

Sulphur 

All  other  articles.. 


$8,212 
1,479 
1,129 


Total 3,294,845 

Returned  American  goods '  7,298 


Grand  total. 


3,302,143 


OONDITIONS   GOVERNING  PERUVIAN  TRADE. 

Business  men  in  the  United  States,  when  disappointed  with  the 
amount  of  orders  from  South  American  countries  like  Peru,  should 
consider  that,  aside  from  mining  and  rubber  interests,  the  capital 
invested  here  by  American  houses  is  comparatively  small.  On  the 
other  hand,  many  of  the  largest  business  houses  here  are  simply 
branches  of  parent  concerns  in  Europe,  and  some  of  these  are  supplied 
with  ships  to  carry  their  goods  from  the  parent  house.  The  capital 
invested  is  large  and  the  trade  which  they  have  built  up  is  the  result 
of  patience,  easy  credits,  and  careful  attention  to  the  people's  tastes 
ana  needs.  More  than  that,  they  are  here  when  the  goods  arrive 
and  can  see  that  their  customers  not  only  get  what  they  order,  but 
get  it  in  good  condition. 

It  is  not  satisfactory  to  a  business  firm  here,  on  receiving  a  con- 
signment from  the  United  States  and  after  paying  the  duties  on  the 
entire  invoice,  to  find  on  inspection  that  the  lot  is  damaged,  inferior, 
or  possibly  has  a  portion  missing,  while,  in  the  meantime,  the  papers 
have  been  sent  to  some  banker  here  to  oe  presented  to  the  purchaser 
for  his  acknowledgment  of  responsibility  in  order  that  the  goods  may 
be  turned  over  to  him.  It  is  little  wonder  that  importers  prefer  to 
pay  more  in  the  first  instance  and  thus  be  certain  of  gettmg  what 
they  order.  Traveling  salesmen  from  the  United  States  express 
surprise  that  they  can  not  induce  old  and  substantial  houses  to  take 
an  mterest  in  their  samples,  although  the  prices  they  quote  and  the 
quality  of  goods  offered  are  tempting  enough.  But  the  merchant's 
former  experiences  may  have  made  him  somewhat  shy  about  ordering. 
In  time  tnis  will  no  doubt  be  overcome. 

There  is  another  matter  to  be  taken  into  consideration  when 
figuring  on  South  American  possibilities.  There  are  few  Americans 
in  the  emplov  of  anv  business  houses  here.  Even  American  houses, 
aside  from  a  few  of  the  head  men,  are  suppUed  with  help  from  Europe. 
This  is  not  an  accidental  condition,  but  intentional.  Asked  wny 
this  is  so,  the  manager  of  one  of  the  largest  American  houses  in  South 
America,  and  himself  an  American,  repUed:  *'We  find  them  better 
suited  to  our  needs.  These  young  men  come  here  on  contract  for 
two  years.  With  them  it  is  not  simply  an  opportunity  to  travel  and 
see  the  worlcL  but  in  most  cases  they  come  with  the  expectation  of 
remaining.  If  they  can  not  speak  the  language  already,  they  soon 
learn  it.  Then  they  live  withm  their  salaries,  save  something  each 
year.  They  are  very  apt  to  marry  in  the  country  and  become  a 
part  of  it,  which  gives  their  home  countries  still  greater  advantages. " 
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MOLIiEKDO  AOKNCX. 

By  Consular  Agent  Enrique  Medbr. 

The  Peruvian  Government  continues  to  prohibit  the  gi'^dng  out  of 
certain  data  by  the  customs  authorities,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to 
obtain  complete  statistics  concerning  imports  from  different  coun- 
tries. The  total  sum  paid  in  duties,  however,  amounted  in  1908  to 
$173,099  more  than  in  1907.  Although  this  seems  to  show  an 
improvement,  business  generally  has  fallen  off.  Imports  have 
decreased  a  great  deal  on  account  of  the  monetarv  crisis;  merchants 
can  not  get  nd  of  their  heavy  stocks,  which  puts  them  in  great  finan- 
cial difficulties.  Since  the  accumulation  or  cargo  has  ceased  there 
is  no  longer  delay  in  dispatching  fresh  arrivals  Uu-ough  the  custom- 
house to  the  interior. 

There  are  eight  steamship  companies,  with  139  ships  altogether 
of  465,487  tons,  trading  regularly  at  this  port.  The  number  of 
ships  calling  here  in  1908  was  478  of  1,180,041  tons,  against  439  of 
1,047,824  tons  in  1907,  an  increase  of  39  in  the  number  of  vessels 
and  132,21 1  tons  in  tonnage.  The  United  States  was  represented  only 
by  5  sailing  vessels  of  3,376  tons. 

Mollendo  is  situated  in  the  middle  of  an  open  bay,  and  a  small 
breakwater  is  being  constructed  to  protect  tne  lighters  when  dis- 
charging their  cargoes  on  the  quay.  It  is  of  very  little  use,  however, 
during  heavy  seas.  Under  the  present  engineer  this  work  is  going  on 
favorably.  Huge  blocks  of  concrete  are  being  made  for  its  construc- 
tion and  for  the  most  part  are  proving  satisfactory.  Formerly  there 
were  onlv  two  steam  cranes  to  work  with,  but  now  there  are  eight. 
The  small  amount  already  completed  has  on  several  occasions  pre- 
vented the  port  from  being  closed,  so  that  it  is  clear  that  when  the 
work  is  finished  the  facilities  for  landing  passengers  and  discharging 
cargo  will  be  greatly  improved.  The  sea  is  too  deep  to  permit  the 
making  of  a  proper  shelter  for  ships. 

RAILWAY   BUILDING. 

When  the  last  report  was  written,  the  railway  line  toward  Cuzco 
had  been  built  as  far  as  Checacupe.  The  rails  reached  Cuzco  on  Sep- 
tember 13,  1908,  and  a  regular  service  of  trains  is  now  running.  The 
joining  of  the  central  and  southern  railway  systems  of  Peru  will 
therefore  need  only  some  300  miles  of  track — from  Huancayo  to 
Cuzco.  The  coropany  is  at  present  studying  the  ground  from  Cuzco 
to  the  Santa  Ana  V  alley  with  a  view  of  extending  the  line  in  that  direc- 
tion. The  railway  company  here  has  transported  some  20,000  tons 
of  material  to  La  Paz  for  the  new  line  from  that  place  to  Arica,  via 
Lluta.  This  seems  to  be  against  its  own  interests,  because  the 
construction  of  the  new  railway  is  believed  to  mean  practical  destruc- 
tion to  the  Ferro  Carriles  del  Sur  del  Peru,  which  connects  by 
steamer  and  tramway  with  La  Paz.  The  new  line  will  be  297  miles 
in  length,  whereas  the  route  from  Mollendo  to  La  Paz  is  now  500  miles 
in  length.  Eighty  tunnels  and  many  deep  cuttings  are  to  be  con- 
structed on  the  new  line  in  order  that  there  may  be  as  little  climbing 
as  possible.  Arica  will  make  a  far  better  port  than  Mollendo,  as  it 
does  not  get  the  constant  swell  which  prevails  at  Mollendo;  therefore 
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when  the  line  is  finished  it  will  take  about  two-thirds  of  the  trade 
awav  from*  this  port. 

The  work  is  being  pushed  with  all  possible  speed  as  it  is  to  be  com- 

Eleted  in  three  years  from  the  beginning  of  1909.  An  English  firm 
as  taken  over  this  work  to  cost  $15,000,000,  and  work  has  bBen  com- 
menced at  both  ends.  To  meet  this  strong  competition  the  company 
here  is  suggesting  the  doing  away  with  the  steamer  service  on  Lake 
Titicaca  and  the  building  of  a  line  around  the  lake  from  Puno  to 
Guaqui,  then  the  running  of  through  night  trains.  Goods  and  pas- 
sengers will  then  be  able  to  get  into  La  Paz  from  Mollendo  in  18  to  20 
hours. 

OPPORTUNmBS  m   AGRIOULTUEE   AND   MINING. 

The  pampa  of  Bodega,  in  the  district  of  Caraveli,  Province  of 
Camana,  is  an  area  of  60  square  miles  of  very  fertile  soil,  and  af- 
fords opportunity  for  capital  to  be  profitably  invested  in  irrigation. 
Water  could  be  obtained  at  reasonable  expense. 

It  is  generally  known  that  Peru  abounds  in  minerals.  Even  on  the 
coast  there  are  veins  of  gold  and  copper,  yet,  strange  to  say,  these 
veins  have  never  been  properly  workecl,  attention  having  been  given 
chiefly  to  those  in  the  interior.  It  is  probable  that  the  veins  in  the 
interior  are  believed  to  be  richer,  yet  even  if  this  should  be  the  case 
the  veins  on  the  coast  would  prove  more  profitable,  as  the  heavy 
expense  of  transportation  is  avoided.  If  more  capital  were  invested 
in  a  few  mines  on  the  coast  near  Ilo,  Quilca,  and  Chala  a  very  good 
business  might  be  done,  as  quantities  of  good  gold  and  copper  could 
be  obtained.  The  company  which  was  formed  in  Antofagasta  some 
years  ago  to  work  some  of  the  many  mica  deposits  that  exist  between 
this  port  and  Quilca  has  abandoned  the  lot,  it  seems. 

The  famous  gold  mine,  Santa  Domingo,  belonging  to  an  American 
firm,  the  Inca  Alining  Company,  has  stopped  work,  but  intends  to 
resume  in  about  six  months.  The  mine  can  be  worked  on  a  much 
larger  and  cheaper  scale  than  formerly,  as  the  company  has  set  up  a 
SO^horsepower  electric  plant,  which  is  worked  oy  water  power, 
some  little  distance  from  the  mine  itself. 

The  Inca  Rubber  Company,  another  American  enterprise,  is 
obtaining  from  the  Madre  cle  Dios  district  a  better  quality  than  that 
formerly  found  in  other  districts  thereabouts.  In  a  former  report 
it  was  stated  that  this  company  had  brought  over  100  laborers  from 
Japan  to  work  on  its  propertv.  Having  found  this  new  labor  a  suc- 
cess, the  company  has  brougnt  over  about  70  more  Japanese. 

SAIiATKBRT  AGENCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  Cecil  H.  H.  Caldicott. 

The  trade  and  prosperitv  of  this  coast  district  depend  principally 
on  the  sugar  industry.  When  there  is  plenty  of  water  and  the 
price  of  sugar  is  good,  the  local  market  improves,  but  as  the  last  two 
years  have  been  very  erratic  both  in  rainfall  and  in  prices  of  sugar, 
even  though  the  production  of  1908  was  greater  than  that  of  1907, 
the  local  merchants  have  suffered  severely  and  continue  to  suffer 
from  the  stagnation  in  business. 
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The  exports  of  sugar  from  the  ports  of  Salaveny  and  Huanchaco 
in  1908  amounted  to  72,888  tons,  against  52,817  tons  in  1907,  an 
increase  of  20,071  tons.  Of  the  exports  in  1908,  45,196  tons  were 
shipped  from  Salaveny  and  27,692  tons  from  Huanchaco.  Of  the 
shipments  from  Salaverry,  Chile  took  53  per  cent,  Europe  28  per  cent, 
the  United  States  14  per  cent,  and  other  countries  5  per  cent.  Of 
the  shipments  from  Huanchaco,  Chile  took  62  per  cent,  Europe  35 
per  cent,  and  the  United  States  3  per  cent.  Nearly  all  the  sugar  for 
Chile  is  sent  to  the  refineries  at  Vina  del  Mar  and  renco;  exports  for 
Europe  are  sent  to  Liverpool,  and  for  the  United  States  to  New  York 
and  San  Francisco.  There  is  a  prospect  that  the  output  in  1909 
will  be  greater  than  that  in  1908. 

COCA,  HIDES,   AND  ALCJOHOL — ^MINING  INTEBESTS. 

Owing  to  the  low  price  of  cocaine  and  the  greater  demand  for 
coca  leaves  in  the  foreign  markets,  259  tons  were  exported  in  1908, 
against  80  tons  in  1907.  There  are  two  cocaine  factories  that  work 
wien  leaves  are  cheap  and  the  German  market  is  good  for  exporting 
cocaine.  The  quality  of  leaves  has  shown  a  slight  deterioration  lately, 
probably  owing  to  the  fact  that  growers  do  not  take  sufficient  care 
m  cultivation,  and  replant  the  same  ground  too  often. 

There  were  104  tons  of  dry  hides  exported  in  1908,  against  163  tons 
in  1907,  the  decrease  being  due  to  the  demand  for  live  cattle  in  the 
Lima  market.  Owing  to  the  strict  regulations  with  regard  to  dis- 
infection of  hides  for  the  United  States,  all  shipments  were  made  to 
Hamburg  and  Havre,  generally  in  a  dry  salted  condition. 

The  exports  of  alcohol  from  Salaverry  and  Huanchaco  amounted 
to  223,230  gallons  in  1908,  against  256,450  gallons  m  1907,  and 
were  almost  entirely  for  Bolivia,  via  Chilean  ports. 

Considerable  interest  has  been  taken  in  the  mineral  deposits  of 
this  district  during  the  year.  More  activity  has  been  snown  in 
developing  the  mines,  and  in  comoarison  with  1907  an  increased 
tonnage  or  ore  has  been  shipped.  The  ore  has  to  be  transported  on 
donkeys  very  long  distances  over  very  bad  trails  to  the  coast  for  ship- 
ment, there  oeing  no  smelter  in  the  district.  In  1908,  968  tons  were 
exported,  against  723  tons  in  1907,  an  increase  of  245  tons.  The 
ore  is  principally  copper  with  silver,  and  is  shipped  to  the  United 
States  and  Germany.  Unless  active  steps  are  taken  to  open  up  the 
roads  to  the  interior,  there  can  not  be  much  improvement  in  this 
industry,  as  under  present  conditions  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
take  up  the  machinery  that  is  necessary  for  the  development  of  the 
mines. 

TRADE   CX)NDrnONS — EXPORTS  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

There  is  at  present  a  serious  depression  in  local  trade.  All  the 
small  farm  holdings  are  ^adually  being  taken  ud  by  the  large  sugar 
estates,  which  import  their  goods  direct,  and  the  local  merchant  finds 
it  harder  to  make  a  living.    The  estates  are  run  as  economically  as 

f)ossible  on  account  of  the  low  price  of  sugar.  The  customs  receipts 
or  1908  amounted  to  $171,554,  against  $214,593  in  1907,  a  decrease 
of  $43,039.  Merchants  are  hoping  that  the  Government  will  interest 
itself  in  opening  up  roads  and  extending  railways  to  the  interior. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


378  COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 

as  the  means  of  communication  at  present  are  very  deficient.  The 
prospects  for  1909  are  not  good.  There  will  probably  be  an  increase 
m  the  exportation  of  sugar,  but  imports  are  expected  to  show  a 
decrease. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  the  Salaverry  agency  to  the 
United  States  in  1908  was  $435,364,  the  articles  and  values  being: 
Coca,  $58,222;  copper  ore,  $17,982;  lead  and  silver  ore,  $1,584; 
silver  and  copper  ore,  $4,338;  silver  and  gold  ore,  $4,421;  silver 
sulphide,  $1,786;  and  sugar,  $347,031. 

XJRUGXJAY. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Consul  Frederic  W.  Goding,  Montevtobo. 

The  year  1908  was  a  memorable  one  for  Uruguay,  as  practically 
every  branch  of  trade  and  commerce  had  twelve  months  of  unequaled 
prosperity.  The  balance  sheets  of  the  banking  institutions  snowed 
enormous  profits;  the  street  cars  carried  100  per  cent  more  passengers 
than  in  1907;  and  the  custom-house  receipts  were  larger  and  its 
warehouses  filled  with  goods  though  they  were  removea  as  fast  as 
possible.  The  railway  excursions  were  more  heavily  patronized, 
and  the  freight  cars  and  freight  houses  were  taxed  to  the  utmost 
with  grain,  com,  wheat,  etc.  The  crops  were  greater  and  prices 
better  than  ever,  and  the  cattle  and  sheep  owners  realized  splendid 
profits.  The  building  trades  were  eq^ually  active.  During  1907 
there  were  erected  in  this  city  2,610  building  valued  at  $4,830,331, 
while  in  1908  the  number  was  3,011  buildings  with  a  value  of 
$5,810,563.  The  hotels  during  the  season  were  full  to  overflowing. 
There  were  a  number  of  failures  in  business,  but  these  were  confinea 
to  small  concerns,  and  were  due  to  the  number  of  them,  which  was 
greater  than  the  volume  of  business  justified. 

The  two  great  evils  that  threatened  the  country^  the  locusts  and 
the  drought,  failed  to  materialize,  except  in  a  few  isolated  districts. 

POPULATION  AND  RESOURCES  OP  THE  REPUBLIC. 

The  recent  census  gave  the  population  of  Uruguay  as  1,039,078, 
which  goes  to  show  that  the  increase,  especially  from  immigration, 
has  not  been  large.  A  number  of  causes  nave  produced  this  limita- 
tion. There  is  every  prospect  that  with  continued  revenue  sur- 
Eluses  the  taxes  will  oe  reduced,  which  reduction  has  in  fact  already 
egun. 

The  present  condition  of  Uruguay  is  not  that  of  an  industrial  State, 
and  while  it  produces  foodstuffs  and  raw  materials,  mostly  animal 
products,  in  great  abundance,  there  are  not  available  the  niels  and 
minerals  so  necessary  as  a  basis  for  the  establishment  of  manufactories 
on  a  large  scale.  Rich  in  minerals  and  with  unlimited  water  power, 
the  country  is  awaiting  capital  for  their  development  and  railway 
facilities  for  reaching  the  markets.  Dependence  is  placed  on  foreign 
countries  for  fuel,  machinery,  and  a  large  number  of  primary  and 
secondary  materials  needed  in  existing  manufactories.  Commercial 
coal  has  been  discovered  during  the  year,  and  iron  ore  is  known  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SOUTH  amekica:  ubuguay.  379 

exist  in  various  localities,  but  until  these  are  properly  exploited  Uru- 
guay will  not  become  a  manufacturing  State.  These  facts,  together 
with  the  well-known  habits  and  traditions  of  the  people  and  immi- 
grants, which  are  pastoral  and  agricultural  rather  than  industrial, 
show  that  Uruguay  will  probably  depend  on  foreign  manufactured 
articles  for  many  years. 

What  is  needed  to  secure  this  trade  is  for  American  manufacturers  to 
send  trained  men  here  to  become  acquainted  with  these  people,  learn 
their  language,  methods,  customs,  and  wherein  their  ideas  differ,  then 
to  be  prepared  to  offer  terms  equal  to  those  given  by  competing  for- 
eign firms  and  to  carefully  keep  every  agreement. 

EUROPEAN    EFFORT   TO   HOLD  THE  TRADE. 

European  business  men  are  making  every  effort  to  hold  the  trade 
already  secured,  and  are  adopting  measures  to  increase  its  volume. 
The  Spanish  and  French  merchants  have  each  a  well-organized 
chamber  of  commerce  here,  and  the  French  Government  has  sent  a 
commercial  agent  to  tour  the  South  American  States  in  the  interests 
of  French  commerce  and  industries.  He  has  visited  the  several  parts 
of  the  State  in  company  with  the  Uruguayan  foreign  minister,  and 
will  make  a  detailed  report  to  his  (jovemment  on  the  possibilities 
for  future  trade. 

The  Uruguayan  is  a  keen  business  man,  fully  alive  to  every  oppor- 
tunity and  thoroughly  well  versed  in  every  feature  of  trade.  It 
behooves  American  exporters  to  carefully  study  the  conditions  in 
order  to  create  that  confidence  so  necessary  to  successful  commercial 
operations,  and  without  which  every  effort  to  build  up  a  business 
here  will  fail. 

INDUSTRIAL  REGULATIONS   AND  LEGISLATION. 

A  law  has  been  prepared  regulating  the  labor  of  women  and  children 
in  industrial  estaDlisnments.  The  age  limit  for  industrial  employ- 
ment is  fixed  at  13  years,  but  children  who  have  passed  their  first- 
grade  school  course  may  begin  work  one  year  earlier,  but  in  every  case 
a  child  must  have  a  certificate  of  physical  capability  issued  by  the 
labor  office.  Eight  hours  constitute  a  day^s  laoor,  and  night  work  is 
forbidden  to  women  and  to  children  under  15  years  of  age.  All  those 
over  18  years  of  age  who  are  employed  in  houses  of  charity  or  in  the 
care  of  the  sick  are  excepted.  It  is  further  stipulated  that  one  day 
during  each  week  must  be  allowed  for  rest.  These  regulations  in- 
clude stipulations  dealing  with  lighting,  hy^ene,  and  the  security  of 
industrial  establishments,  and  are  accompamed  by  a  scale  of  fines  and 
penalties. 

Legislation  has  been  introduced  to  provide  for  an  increased  license 
fee  for  bars  and  a  material  reduction  in  their  number,  some  recom- 
mending total  prohibition.  A  new  department  reflation  reauires 
that  all  females  under  age  arrested  for  any  cause,  instead  of  being 
taken  to  the  poUce  station  as  heretofore,  are  to  be  detained  in  the 
Buen  Pastor  Asylum.  During  the  coming  vear  a  similar  provision 
for  the  care  of  youthful  males  when  arrested  will  be  made,  with  the 
object  in  both  cases  of  keeping  them  away  from  the  dangers  of  prison 
associations. 
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During  1908,  the  first  jear  of  the  operation  of  the  divorce  law  of 
Uruguay,  327  suits  were  instituted  before  the  courts,  one-third  of  the 
cases  being  by  mutual  consent.  Of  the  total  200  are  before  the  Mon- 
tevideo tribunals,  but  as  yet  no  decisions  have  been  handed  down. 

A  law  recently  passecf  reduces  the  postage  on  newspapers  and 
printed  matter  sent  out  of  the  country  by  one-half,  or  from  2  to  1  cen- 
tessimo  per  50  grams  (11.2  ounces).  It  is  expected  that  this  will 
soon  be  lollowed  by  a  similar  reduction  in  the  high  rate  of  postage 
on  letters. 

Beginning  with  November  1,  1908,  the  banks,  shipping  houses,  and 
many  other  business  firms  inaugurated  the  Saturday  early  closing 
plan,  which  promises  to  become  general. 

FINANCES — BANK  PROFITS. 

The  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1908,  with  a  treasury  surplus  of 
$2,193,083,  as  compared  with  a  surplus  of  $498,516  for  the  previous 
year  (there  was  a  deficit  in  every  preceding  year),  due  to  the  revenue 
of  $27,048,831,  which  is  an  increase  of  about  $6,000,000  over  the 
revenue  for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1907.  Doubtless  a  great  aid  to 
this  increase  was  the  conversion  loan  issued  in  1906,  which  supplied 
the  Government  with  money  for  expenditures  that  otherwise  would 
have  had  to  be  met  from  the  revenues. 

The  expenditure  for  1908  was  about  $20  per  capita.  The  satisfac- 
tory admmifltration  is  largely  responsible  for  the  punctual  payment 
of  all  pubUo  obligations;  and  while  the  expenditures  were  greater 
than  ever  during  the  past  year,  the  promise  of  greater  revenues  was 
more  than  fulfilled.  While  the  increase  in  expenditures  in  the  pre- 
ceding five  years  was  30  per  cent,  with  no  such  corresponding  in- 
crease in  the  population,  yet  it  was  demanded  by  the  growth  of  pubUc 
necessities  and  was  not  out  of  proportion  with  the  growing  revenues 
and  increasing  commercial  activities.  The  profits  realized  bv  the  Bank 
of  the  Republic  for  1908  were  $1,054,899  as  compared  with  $753,003 
in  1907  and  $463,907  in  1906;  the  profit  in  1908  is  about  16  per  cent 
on  the  paid-up  capital  of  $6,721,000.  Of  this  profit  10  per  cent  was 
added  to  the  reserve  fund  and  10  per  cent  was  used  in  paying  off 
bonus  shares.  Of  the  balance,  $485,980  was  appUed  toward  paying 
off  the  1896  loan,  $51,700  for  the  legislative  palace,  and  the  remaining 
portion  was  added  to  the  paid-up  capital  of  the  bank.  By  the  terms 
of  its  charter  the  bank  majr,  for  each  additional  $103,400  added  to 
its  capital,  increase  its  note  issue  by  $206,800  in  large  and  $51,700  in 
small  notes. 

The  profits  of  the  bank,  in  United  States  gold,  each  year  since  1897 
were  as  follows: 


Year. 

Profit. 

t 

Year. 

Profit. 

1897 

$209,935 
179, 198 
233,781 
284,046 
282,362 
378,647 
393,379 

1904 

1360,860 

1808 

1905 

480,891 

1899 

1906 

463,007 

1900 

1907 

753,003 

1901 

1908 

1,054,800 

1902. 

Total.... 

1908 

5,088,017 
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PUBLIC   IMPROVEMENTS — FREE   ZONE. 

The  projected  free  zone,  when  completed,  will  have  a  beneficial 
influence  on  commerce,  if  the  plans  are  given  eflFect  on  the  lines  rec- 
ommended. This  zone  will  open  up  a  large  transit  trade  with  neigh- 
boring countries,  cause  the  location  here  of  a  number  of  branch 
offices  of  the  River  Plate  shipping  houses,  and  do  away  with  the 
present  costly  restrictions  as  to  opening,  parceling  out,  and  repacking 
of  packages,  etc.  ll  is  proposed  to  wall  off  a  certain  area  of  the 
southern  promontory  on  which  this  city  is  built,  within  which  all 
operations  may  be  effected  without  intervention  of  any  nature  other 
than  to  charge  for  landing,  wharfage,  etc.  The  relations  existing 
between  many  of  the  business  houses  of  this  city  and  those  of  Para- 
guay, Argentma,  Chile,  Rio  Grande,  and  Corumba  are  such  that  the 
trade  of  Montevideo  will  be  materially  increased  on  the  completion 
of  this  free  zone.  The  establishment  of  provisional  free  depots  has 
already  been  sanctioned,  where  inflammable,  dangerous,  or  easily 
smuggled  articles  are  excluded. 

PORT  AND  OTHEB  WORKS. 

The  minister  of  public  works  has  directed  the  engineer  in  charge 
to  comj^lete  the  plans  necessary  for  the  improvement  of  the  port  at 
Montevideo.  These  plans  include  projects  for  faciUtating  the  gen- 
eral traffic;  the  establishment  of  a  disinfection  station  for  passengers 
and  baggage;  the  erection  of  a  large  kiosk  for  the  convenience  of 
passengers  landing;  the  prolongation  northward  of  the  western  break- 
water for  984  feet;  the  leveling  and  parapeting  of  the  eastern  break- 
water; the  building  of  a  small  oreakwater  west  of  mole  A;  and  addi- 
tional dredging  in  the  anteport.  A  penalty  of  $96.50  per  diem  is 
imposed  for  delay  beyond  the  stated  time  for  completing  these 
improvements.  Iii  addition,  cranes  are  to  be  erected  and  railway 
tracks  are  to  be  laid  on  the  wharves.  With  the  completion  of  the 
new  port  there  will  be  no  private  wharves  as  now,  the  future  service 
of  loading  and  dischai^ing  vessels  passing  into  the  hands  of  govern- 
ment officials. 

The  Government  has  decided  to  develop  the  port  of  La  Paloma, 
situated  about  150  miles  east  of  Montevideo,  where  harbor  works  are 
to  be  completed  so  as  to  make  it  a  port  of  call  and  a  coaling  station 
for  the  largest  ocean  steamers.  About  $1 ,000,000  on  harbor  improve- 
ments will  also  be  expended  at  the  port  of  Colonia,  provided  the 
proposed  Pan-American  railway  from  Pemambuco  is  completed. 

In  the  transit-works  fund,  there  remains  unexpended  over 
$3,500,000,  to  which  the  chambers  are  asked  to  add  $5,170,000  for 
the  completion  of  the  works  as  planned,  which  are  to  be  greatly 
extended.  Also  several  new  bridges  are  to  be  built,  and  the  proposed 
canalization  of  the  Rio  Negro  carried  out.  In  addition  $517,000  was 
appropriated  for  sanitary  works  in  the  interior  and  other  improve- 
ments, with  $20,680  bonus  for  the  establishment  of  a  sugar  refinery 
at  La  Sierra.  During  the  past  two  years  the  Government  has  opened 
over  200  schools  in  the  rural  districts,  and  everywhere  it  is  showing 
an  up-to-date  policy  in  educational  affairs. 

The  concessionaires  of  the  main  drainage  system  of  Montevideo 
have  proposed  to  the  Government  a  plan  for  the  muBicipalization  of 
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the  system  which  can  be  effected  only  by  expropriation  of  the  prop- 
erty by  the  city.  For  the  continuation  of  municipal  improvements 
$103,400  was  appropriated. 

Important  extensions  involving  an  outlay  of  over  $50,000  are  to 
be  made  in  the  building  of  the  general  post-office,  including  an  addi- 
tional story.  Specifications  are  out  for  the  erection  of  a  residence 
for  the  port  stan,  installing  a  siren,  and  erecting  a  wireless  telegraph 
station  on  Lobos  Island.  A  proposal  has  been  submitted,  with  every 
prospect  of  approval,  to  erect  a  light-house  on  the  Ehiglish  Bank,  so 
mucn  dreadea  oy  navigators  and  the  cemetery  of  so  many  vessels. 

FISHERIES — ^AGRICULTURE. 

Experimental  work  having  in  view  the  development  of  the  fishing 
industry  in  Uruguayan  waters  was  actively  carried  on  by  Professor 
Bouyet,  who  has  during  the  vear  been  studying  the  possibiUties  of 
exploiting  the  aquatic  faima  of  the  country,  two  national  vessels  being 
used  to  aid  in  tne  work.  Among  the  species  to  be  foimd  here  are 
oysters,  crayfish,  and  nearly  150  other  kmds  of  fish.  It  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  utilize  the  knowledge  gained  from  the 
researches  in  building  up  a  great  national  industry. 

An  erroneous  idea  seems  to  prevail  in  the  United  States  regarding 
the  existence  of  large  tracts  of^  cheap  farming  land  in  Uruguay  suit- 
able for  settlement  and  available  for  immigrants.  No  such  tracts 
exist,  as  the  land  is  all  privately  owned  and  held  for  high  prices. 
The  soil  is  very  fertile,  capable  of  growing  any  temperate  or  sub- 
tropical plant,  but  with  the  exception  of  the  places  owned  by  the 
landed  proprietors  few  modem  improvements  are  to  be  seen.  There 
will  be  little  change  in  the  country  districts  until  the  large  '*  estancias" 
are  subdivided  into  small  farms.  When  that  has  been  done,  a  large 
number  of  progressive  farmers  will  be  attracted  here  who  will  develop 
Uruguay  into  a  veritable  garden. 

The  productions  of  Uruguay  are  live  stock  and  their  products, 
wheat,  nour,  com,  linseed,  barley,  hay,  tobacco,  feathers,  soap,  cheese, 
butter,  vegetables,  fish,  preserved  and  natural  fruits,  sealsluns,  fox 
skins,  hard-wood  lumber,  and  several  minerals  and  precious  stones. 

The  year  1908  was  a  satisfactory  one  for  the  farmer  and  stock  raiser. 
The  wool  cUp  was  a  record  one,  with  good  prices,  and  954,120  cattle 
were  slaughtered,  the  products  from  which  have  enriched  the  owners. 
In  the  more  northern  parts  the  live-stock  trade  was  greatly  stimulated 
by  the  cancellation  ot  the  duties  on  cattle,  horses,  mules,  sheep,  and 
goats  by  the  Brazilian  Government.  As  there  is  a  growing  demand 
for  Umguayan  live  stock  in  Brazil,  the  proximity  of  this  market  will 
greatly  aid  the  growers  in  that  section. 

The  statistics  for  all  of  Uruguay  have  not  been  published,  but 
those  for  the  port  of  Montevideo  give  the  flour  and  cereals  exported 
during  the  calendar  year  1908  as  follows:  Flour,  7,937  tons;  hay,  56 
bales;  flaxseed,  4,083  tons;  bran,  64,254  bags;  corn,  127  tons;  bar- 
ley, 98  tons  and  1,254  bags;  birdseed,  7  tons.  Most  of  the  com  went 
to  Brazil.  A  few  years  ago  cereals  and  flour  were  imported,  but  this 
country  is  gradually  becoming  an  exporting  nation. 

The  proauction  of  wine  of  the  vintage  of  1908,  amounting  to 
4,904,231  gallons,  shows  that  the  native  beverage  is  making  inroads 
on  the  imported  article. 
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A  statement  showing  the  fruits  grown  and  marketed  would  be 
instructive,  but  no  statistics  are  available.  However,  during  the 
season  every  steamer  leaving  for  Buenos  Aires  and  ports  of  Brazil 
carried  thousands  of  cases  of  fruit  grown  here.  To  these  shipments 
must  be  added  the  tons  supplied  to  the  other  steamship  lines  and  the 
enormous  quantities  utilized  by  the  people  as  food  and  conserves. 

TOPOGBAPHIOAL  SURVEY — MINING  AND  MINERALS. 

Work  has  begun  on  the  first  systematic  topographical  survey  of 
Uruguay.  The  department  of  Durazno  has  been  selected  for  the 
beginning  of  operations,  which  are  divided  into  three  sections,  each 
in  charge  of  a  subcommission.  The  plan  of  the  survey  is  to  study 
the  topographical  details  as  to  soils  and  vegetation  and  to  investigate 
the  present  agricultural  conditions,  values,  etc.  The  results  will 
supply  a  more  accurate  knowledge  of  the  geography  of  the  coimtry 
and  will  be  utilized  as  a  basis  for  regulating  me  taxes  on  property. 
Several  years  will  be  required  for  its  completion. 

There  are  a  number  or  chilled-meat  establishments  in  this  Republic, 
all  of  which  are  reported  as  having  had  a  successful  year,  and  one  or 
which  showed  a  balance  of  over  $200,000,  one-half  or  this  being  used 
in  enlarging  the  plant. 

Very  few  mines  are  in  operation  in  Uruguay.     Those  producing 

fold,  located  in  San  Gregorio  and  Corrales,  in  the  department  of 
livera,  produced  in  the  last  six  months  of  1908  of  minerals  12,689 
lon^  tons,  and  of  gold  1,868  ounces,  the  latter  valued  at  $26,438. 

An  English  concern  has  secured  four  goUl-bearing  concessions,  col- 
lectively called  the  Zapuca  mines,  and  four  others  called  Crupo  Inde- 
pendencia,  in  the  department  of  Cerro  Largo.  These  are  to  be  worked 
by  four  distinct  companies,  each  to  have  a  capital  of  $2,433,260. 

Many  years  it  has  been  known  that  coal  of  an  inferior  quality  exists 
in  the  Kepublic.  Mineralogists  have  frequently  stated  that  good 
coal  existed,  and  eventually  would  be  found,  an  opinion  borne  out 
by  the  discovery  of  commercial  coal  in  the  department  of  Cerro 
liargo  during  1908.  As  soon  as  the  limits  of  the  field  are  settled  a 
company  is  tD  be  formed  to  work  the  seam  on  a  large  scale. 

That  petroleum  is  to  be  found  in  paying  quantities  is  beheved  by 
many,  and  scientists  have  so  earnestly  declared  it  to  be  true  that  the 
question  demands  definite  settlement  by  boring.  Some  energetic 
American  should  come  here  prepared  to  satisfy  the  public,  especially 
as  the  policy  of  the  Government  is  to  assist  all  endeavors  made  to 
develop  its  mineral  wealth  by  granting  liberal  subsidies  and  valuable 
concessions. 

EXTENSION   OP  RAILWAYS. 

The  commercial  expansion  of  Uruguay  depends  to  a  great  extent 
upon  the  extension  of  its  railways  and  the  improvement  of  its  harbors 
and  rivers.  Much  has  been  and  is  being  done  in  those  directions 
The  policy  of  the  present  administration  promises  a  still  further 
advancement  of  the  country's  interests.  Railway  companies  are 
guaranteed  a  reasonable  interest  on  their  investments,  with  a  promise 
of  fair  dealing  during  labor  disputes,  a  promise  fulfilled  during  the 
railway  strike  early  in  the  present  year,  when  property  was  protected 
from  violence.    The  several  railway  lines  are  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
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which  encourages  the  companies  operating  them  to  extend  their  lines 
into  districts  where  they  are  much  needed. 

During  the  present  year  a  through  service  from  Montevideo  to 
Porto  Alegre  and  Rio  Grande,  via  the  Central,  Midland,  and  North- 
western Railways  of  Uruguay,  and  the  Rio  Grande  Railway  of  Brazil, 
was  inaugurated,  which  the  trade  of  the  two  countries  demanded. 
This  is  the  first  step  toward  direct  railway  communication  between 
Montevideo  and  Rio  Janeiro,  which  will  be  completed  within  two 
years. 

Arrangements  have  been  completed  between  an  American  syndi- 
cate and  the  Government  for  building  the  Uruguayan  portion  of  the 
Pan-American  Railway  from  Colonia,  directly  across  tne  river  from 
Buenos  Aires,  to  the  Brazilian  frontier.  From  there  it  is  to  proceed 
to  Pemambuco,  from  which  port  fast  steamers  will  ply  to  New  York. 
Uruguay  guarantees  $364,849  annually.  As  the  road  will  pass 
through  ricli  agricultural,  pastoral,  and  mining  districts,  its  value  as 
a  national  common  carrier  will  equal  its  international  importance. 

CENTRAL  RAILWAY  EQUIPMENT  TO  BE  ENLARGED. 

A  number  of  important  modifications  were  made  in  the  extension 
plans  of  the  Central  Railway  system.  The  branch  from  Nico  Perez 
to  Treinta  y  Tres  and  the  extension  from  the  latter  place  to  the  port  of 
Charguead,  on  the  Cebollate  River,  an  important  point  for  commer- 
cial traffic  via  Lake  Merim,  are  being  pushed  forward,  with  every 
prospect  of  a  speedy  completion. 

This  line  has  three  divisions.  The  main  lines,  including  the  leased 
northeastern  line,  which  had  an  available  balance  of  $160,888  and 
from  which  a  dividend  of  4^  per  cent  free  of  income  tax  was  declared; 
the  eastern  extension,  the  net  balance  being  $85,366  and  paying  a 
dividend  of  4f  per  cent;  and  the  northern  extension,  with  a  balance 
of  $92,623,  paymg  a  3  J  per  cent  dividend. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  profits  due  to  a  six  weeks'  strike,  and  an 
advance  in  the  price  of  coal  per  ton  of  49  cents.  The  excursion 
traffic,  however,  nas  been  well  maintained.  The  parcels  and  baggage 
receipts  show  an  increase  of  11.13  per  cent,  the  freight  traffic  an 
increase  of  4.15  per  cent,  with  an  increase  of  3.25  per  cent  in  the  train 
mileage. 

The  season's  wool  clip  has  proved  that  the  rolling  equipment  of  the 
Central  Railway  will  have  to  be  expanded  to  cope  with  the  growing 
necessities  of  the  country,  for  it  was  unable  to  carry  within  a  reason- 
able time  the  wool  delivered  to  it.  A  new  supply  of  cars  is  being 
provided  for  the  coming  season.  The  directors  have  decided  to 
mcrease  the  capital  by  $2,820,000. 

ADDITIONAL  IMPROVEBiENTS — EEOEIPTS   AND  EXPENDITURES. 

An  extension  of  the  Midland  Railway  from  AJgorta  to  Fray  Bentos, 
a  distance  of  78  miles,  is  in  course  of  construction;  when  completed, 
in  about  two  and  one-half  years,  this  will  open  a  new  route  with 
through  connections  with  the  Northern  and  Northwestern  railways 
from  southern  Brazil  to  Fray  Bentos,  an  important  deep-water  port 
on  the  Uruguay  River,  where  a  pier  to  accommodate  the  largest  ocean 
steamers  is  to  be  built. 
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The  year  1908  was  the  most  prosperous  one  for  the  Northwestern 
Railway  since  the  road  was  opened  for  traffic.  The  company  is 
negotiating  with  Brazil  for  an  international  bridge  to  cost  $329,000, 
wmch  is  to  extend  across  the  Cuareim  River,  a  much-needed  improve- 
ment. 

No  extensions  are  planned  for  the  Northern  Railway  for  the  future, 
as  this  road  is  but  a  connecting  link  between  two  other  lines — the 
Midland  of  Uruguay  and  the  Great  Southern  of  Brazil. 

The  East  Coast  Kailway  is  in  operation  from  Omos  Jimction  to 
La  Sierra,  a  distance  of  31  miles,  and  is  to  extend  from  the  latter 
town,  via  Pan  de  Azucar  and  San  Carlos,  to  Maldonado,  38  miles. 
When  completed,  although  short,  this  line  will  place  the  important 
port  of  Maldonado  in  du'ect  railway  communication  with  Monte- 
video.    The  extension  will  be  ready  for  public  service  in  July,  1909. 

In  the  following  statement  are  shown  the  leading  railroads  of 
Uruguay,  the  length  of  each  in  miles,  its  receipts  and  expenditures, 
and  the  number  of  live  stock  carried  by  each  auring  1908: 


Railrottd. 

Length. 

MUe8. 

796 
31 

197 
73 

113 

1 

Live 

stock 

carried. 

Central 

S3, 744, 998 
65,109 
347,216 
103,783 
254,943 

12,030,206 
46,741 

300,608 
89,634 

202,744 

Number. 

685,426 

8,240 

East  Coast 

MMlAnd 

168,531 
2,348 

Northwestern 

54,765 

The  Tram  Railway  of  the  North  is  a  short  line  owned  jointly  by 
the  Uruguayan  Government  and  private  interests,  and  is  used  solely 
in  conveying  meat  from  Santa  Lucia  to  Montevideo,  a  total  distance 
of  21}  miles.  It  is  a  steam  traction  road  from  Santa  Lucia  to  Bella 
Vista,  a  station  near  Montevideo,  from  there  being  a  horse  traction 
line.  A  portion  of  the  road  was  rebuilt  during  the  year,  and  a  large 
bridge  is  to  be  erected  over  the  Santa  Lucia  Kiver  near  the  city  of 
that  name. 

The  tramways  of  Montevideo  formerly  were  horse  traction.  Two, 
the  Comercial  (British)  and  Transatlantica  (German),  during  1908 
installed  electric  power  plants,  the  Tram  Railway  of  the  North 
remaining  the  only  horse  traction  line.  The  number  of  miles  trav- 
eled in  1908  by  tne  horse  lines  was  2,079,971  and  the  number  of 
passengers  carried  was  7.355,922,  against  13,276,253  in  1907.  The 
number  of  miles  traveled  by  the  electric  lines  during  the  year  was 
15,831,877  and  the  passengers  carried  numbered  40,087,590,  an 
increase  of  18,042,888  over  1907. 

STEAMSHIP  COMMUNi6aTION8. 

No  changes  of  importance  were  made  in  the  steamship  communi- 
cations between  Uruguav  and  other  countries  during  1908.  The 
Kosmos  Line  has  extended  the  route  of  its  steamers  from  Monte- 
video directly  to  San  Francisco.  Heretofore  the  terminal  port  has 
been  Valparaiso,  where  all  freight  and  passengers  were  trans- 
shipped. 
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There  are  38  steamship  Unes  which  make  regular  calls  at  this  port 
direct  or  via  Buenos  Aires.  Of  this  number  18  fly  the  British  flag, 
7  German,  3  French,  4  Italian,  2  Spanish,  1  Swedish,  and  3  those 
of  other  coimtries. 

There  are  plying  between  Montevideo  and  United  States  ports  7 
freight  and  2  passenger  and  freight  lines.  There  is  no  question  but 
that  commercial  intercourse  with  the  United  States  nas  greatly 
increased,  but  the  foreign  lines  have  gained  advantage  in  the  carry- 
ing trade.  A  publishea  statement  or  one  of  the  lines  shows  a  net 
profit  of  $374,764,  which  sum,  after  allowing  for  depreciation,  paid 
a  5  per  cent  dividend.  If  a  foreign  line  plying  between  this  country 
and  the  United  States  can  be  operated  so  successfully,  there  appears 
to  be  no  reason  why  a  line  imcler  a  United  States  register  coma  not 
be  made  to  pay.  If  American  trade  with  the  River  Plate  is  to  be 
materially  increased,  it  is  essential  that  an  American  line  carry  the 
goods,  and  stop  the  high  rates  demanded  by  foreign  compames  so 
prejudicial  to  American  commercial  interests  and  so  favorable  to 
the  interests  of  competitors. 

NUMBER  AND  TONNAGE   OF  VESSELS. 

The  number  and  tonnfi^e  of  vessels  of  each  nation  that  entered 
and  cleared  at  the  port  of  Montevideo  in  1908  are  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing table: 


Nation. 

Steamers. 

Sailing  vessels. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

United  States 

Argentina 

No. 

7 

749 

29 

20 

136 

1 

204 

391 

6 

110 

17 

20 

1 

4 

5 

68 

1,183 

112 

Ton*. 

7,304 

561,363 

67,833 

63,372 

81,403 

2,208 

555,714 

1,340,925 

12,920 

329,265 

39,932 

37,700 

101 

750 

9,173 

187,183 

3,393,912 

162,730 

No. 

9 

756 

26 

19 

139 

1 

195 

386 

6 

108 

16 

17 

1 

3 

4 

69 

1,163 

96 

Tons. 

9,960 

569.036 

62.336 

50,208 

83,618 

2,208 

548,905 

1,329,158 

12,158 

320,176 

41,094 

35,175 

101 

540 

7,642 

187,366 

3,284,141 

98.306 

No. 
8 
63 

Ton*. 
4.866 
10,606 

No. 
12 

74 
2 

Ton*. 
7,780 
14,862 

Austria-Hungary 

Belgium 

1,448 

Bruil 

1 
1 
2 
5 

251 

264 

4,172 

6,278 

Denmark 

1 
2 

4 

376 

France 

4,172 

Germany 

6,625 

Italy 

61 

60,559 

45 

51,145 

NetliArl&nds 

Norway 

40 

35.704 

33 

33,996 

Panama 

Paramav 

2 

2 
1 

22 
51 

406 

496 

652 

20,543 

4,229 

2 

1 

1 

30 

88 

404 

R^!?:..."::::::::: 

197 

Spain 

662 

united  Kingdom 

All  other  countries. . . 

28,209 
10,307 

Total 

3,064 

6,843,788 

3,014 

6,642,128 

259 

148,925 

295 

160.157 

During  the  year  there  were  380  steamships  of  243,871  tons  entered 
at  the  interior  ports  of  Uruguay,  and  394  steamships  of  260,864  tons 
cleared.  The  number  of  sailme  vessels  entering  these  ports  was 
1,076  of  39,227  tons,  and  the  number  cleared  was  1 ,078  of  48,541  tons. 


FOREIGN   TRADE. 


The  total  foreign  trade  of  Uruguay  in  1908  was  valued  at  $74,343,904. 
United  States  currency,  of  which  $35,795,843  was  the  value  or 
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imports  and  $38],548,061  that  of  the  exports.     This  was  an  increase 
of  $3,302,393  in  imports  and  $2,201,927  in  exports  over  1907. 

The  imports  into  and  the  exports  from  Uruguay  during  each  of 
the  past  SIX  years  were  as  follows: 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1903 

926,967,536 
21,938,378 
31,824,452 

138,630,546 
39,793,490 
31,852,370 

1906 

835,626,470 
32,493,450 
35,796,843 

834,537,668 
36,346,134 
38,648,061 

1904 

1907 

1905 

1908 

The  principal  articles  exported  from  Uruguay  in  1908,  in  quantities, 
the  values  not  being  obtainable,  are  shown  in  tne  following  statement: 


Articles. 


Animals: 

Cattle number. 

Moles do.. . 

Sheep do. . . 

other do... 

Bones tons. 

Bones bags. 

Brass boxes. 

BreadstolTs: 
•  Barley bags. 

Bran do. . . 

Bran tons. 

Com do . . . 

Flour do. . . 

Feathers,  ostrich boxes. 

Fruit bimdles. 

Grease casks. 

Oreaves bundles. 

Guano bales. 

Hair do . . . 

Hides number. 

HoofiB bags. 

Horns. tons. 

Horns number . 

Linseed tons. 

Nuts bags. 


Quantity. 


304 

23,317 

80 

4,723 

98,799 

15 

1,254 

64,254 

1,380 

127 

7,937 

221 

1,159 

133 

1,196 

5,117 

77,725 

1,659,679 

2,824 

879 

432,479 

4,083 

5.368 


Articles. 


Oils casks 

Oil  cake number 

Onions tons 

Preserves boxes 

Provisions: 

Beef. bales 

Beef quarters 

Blood,  dried bags 

Butter boxes 

Hams pounds 

Meat ,  preserved boxes 

Meat,  extract do. . 

Mutton l>ags 

Mutton carcasses 

Mutton quarters 

Tallow hogsheads 

Tallow pipes  and  bags 

Tongues boxes 

Tripe,  dried bales 

Rubber bundles 

Salt bushels 

BWns bates 

Boap boxes 

8  traw bales 

Tobacco do. . 

Wool do.. 


Quantity. 


370 

4,622 

400 

22 

510,760 

04,028 

10,046 

960 

631 

6,301 

6,700 

128 

122,132 

1,408 

15,224 

15,939 

10,065 

1,124 

60 

2,782 

24,270 

1,000 

30 

124 

04,028 


The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908  was 
$4,043,507.     The  articles  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Bones 

$62,751 

137,777 

24,032 

6,600 

553,399 

2,674,172 

4,289 

Quebracho  extract .... 

113,990 
3,693 
8,781 

653,399 
724 

Beef,  dried 

Rubber  . . 

Feathers 

Sinews  and  pissles 

Glue  stock 

Wool :. '..'.". 

Hair 

All  other  articles.. 

Hides 

Total 

Onions  and  garlic 

4,043,507 

1                     

CHARACTER  OP   IMPORTS. 


According  to  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Statistics  figures,  the 
imports  into  Uruguay  from  the  United  States  during  1908  were  valued 
at  $3,134,694  against  $3,971,001  in  1907. 
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The  character  of  the  imports  mto  Uruguay  is  shown  by  the  following 
table  prepared  from  a  current  publication,  showing  the  imports, 
by  prmcijpal  articles,  during  1907.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  total 
imports  do  not  agree  with  official  figures  given  elsewhere. 


Articles. 


AnboAls 

Chemicals 

Colors  and  dyes 

Foodstuffs . , 

Iron,  manufoctures  of 

Leather 

Metals,  manufactures  of. . 
Oils: 

Edible 

other 

Paper  and  cardboard 

Spirits,  wines,  etc.: 

Wtic. 

other 

Stoneware,  glassware,  etc. 


Value. 


1779,616 

l,217,d58 

330,979 

5,069,621 

4,142,178 

267,666 

586,142 

663,172 
870,059 
750,449 

1,767,648 

401,618 

3,380,292 


Articles. 


Value. 


Textiles:  I 

Cotton $4,709,863 

Linen 233. 787 

Silk 639,231 

Woolen 1,943,713 

other 987,470 

Tobacco 720,571 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of 2,108,093 

AU  other  articles 2,554,844 


Total.. 


,044,870 
Articles  for  national  enterprises 4, 699, 849 


34,  ( 


Grand  total. 


38,744,719 


In  1907,  material  for  the  construction  of  railways  and  tramways 
to  the  value  of  $3,302,596  was  imported,  while  other  material  for 
special  enterprises  and  factories  was  received  to  the  value  of  $1,339,- 
653.  Machines  valued  at  $876,418,  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  various  products,  were  purchased.  In  one  woolen  factory  600  men 
are  employed  who  received  in  wages,  during  the  year  1908,  $269,874. 
It  operated  140  looms,  and  utilized  2,046,000  pounds  of  wool, 
which  cost  $310,000. 

EXTRACTS   FROM   MESSAGE   OF   PRESIDENT   WILLIMAN. 

President  Claudio  Williman,  in  his  annual  message,  laid  before  the 
General  Assembly  the  followmg  interesting  facts: 

Thirteen  new  post-office  branches,  53  agencies,  and  3  telegraph  offices  have  been 
established,  mainly  in  the  interior.  There  is  now  a  total  of  1,025  post  and  telegraph 
offices.  The  staff  nas  been  increased  and  various  steps  have  been  taken  to  improve 
the  service.  The  movement  of  correspondence  during  the  year  was  108,113,772 
pieces,  an  increase  of  11,667,055  over  1907.  The  telegrams  transmitted  numbered 
283,528,  an  increase  of  35,375.  The  post-office  revenue  was  $595, 391,  an  increase  of 
$17,298,  and  $40,000  more  than  was  estimated  in  the  budget.  Various  reforms  and 
extensions  are  in  progress  or  about  to  be  undertaken  shortly. 

The  Government  has  approved  in  principle  the  establishment  of  a  national  tele- 
phone service  in  the  capital,  and  brought  an  English  engineer  to  Montevideo  to 
draw  up  the  plans.  The  Chambers  will  Portly  be  asked  to  give  their  sanction  to  the 
scheme. 

A  plan  is  being  prepared  for  the  establishment  of  wireless  tele^ph  stations  in  the 
Republic,  and  in  addition  to  this  the  Government  has  given  facilities  for  the  erection 
at  Punta  del  Este  of  an  extra-powerful  station  of  the  Marconi  Company,  destined 
eventually  for  interoceanic  communications,  so  that  this  will  be  the  first  country 
in  South  America  to  be  in  wireless  communication  with  Europe. 

During  1908,  1,510  head  of  cattle  for  breeding  purposes  amved  in  Montevideo  from 
England,  France,  Switzerland,  North  America,  Germany,  New  Zealand,  Spain. 
Argentina,  and  Uruguay,  all  in  soimd  health.  The  importation  through  the  ports  of 
Santa  Rosa,  Salto,  Fa^sandu,  Fra^  Bentos,  Mercedes^  and  Colunia  reached  16,123 
head.  The  tuberculinization  earned  out  at  the  appointed  stations  resulted  in  the 
rejection  of  2.63  per  cent  of  the  animals  from  Argentina,  and  1.16  per  cent  of  thoie 
from  other  parts. 

During  the  ^ear  the  cattle  in  the  Republic  have  remained  free  from  exotic  epizootic 
disease.  As  in  1907,  the  principal  causes  of  mortality  bv  infectious  disease  have 
been  Texas  fever  or  ''Tristeza,''  transmitted  by  tick,  ana  carbunculous  fever.    In 
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of  carbimcle,  preventive  measures,  including  Pasteurian  vaccination,  have 
been  applied,  generally  with  success. 

The  act  of  August  last  assigned  $40,000  for  the  support  of  live-stock  exhibitions,  of 
which  some  $25,000  has  already  been  so  expended.  The  Executive  proposes  to  frame 
general  regulations  for  this  class  of  exhibitions,  with  the  object  of  assisting  the  diversifi- 
cation of  cattle,  and  of  placing  some  rewards  within  the  reach  of  the  small  breeder, 
who  can  not  aspire  to  the  prizes  at  present  mainly  awarded  to  breeders  of  costly  animals. 

The  labor  office  is  en^a^ed  in  useful  tasks.  There  have  been  inspected  399  work- 
men's dwellings,  contaimn^  6,727  rooms,  occupied  by  19,763  persons,  and  bringing  a 
total  rent  of  $30,169.  Statistics  collected  of  labor  accidents  show  that  they  are  ex- 
cessively frequent  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  industry.  In  Montevideo,  in  the 
six  months  July  to  December,  there  were  872  such  accidents,  but  only  64  in  the  interior. 

It  is  proposed  to  build  new  barracks  at  the  various  military  stations,  and  to  purchase 
rites  for  firing  ranges.    It  is  also  proposed  further  to  develop  the  navy. 

AGRICULTURAL  RESOURCES. 
By  YiCB-CoNSUL  Charles  Lyon  Chandler,  Montevideo. 

Uruguay  is  a  vast,  fertile,  undulating  plain,  broken  here  and  there 
by  irr^ular  ridges  of  little  rolling  hills,  none  over  2,000  feet  high, 
which  rise  gradually  from  the  fertile  valleys.  There  is  generally  a 
muddy  stream  running  through  the  main  valley,  lined  with  willows 
or  similar  trees,  a  stream  swollen  in  flood  time,  but  always  with  water 
enough  for  the  live  stock  grazing  near. 

The  grass  remains  green  and  succulent  the  year  roimd.  This  freshness 
is  due  largely  to  the  fertilizing  and  cooling  nature  of  the  basic  soil, 
the  rich  pampa  mud,  which  contains  calcareous  and  silicious  matter. 
The  departments  of  Soriano,  Paysander,  Tacuarembo,  and  Duranzo 
are  particularly  favored  with  fine  grass.  The  soil  shows  its  worth  by 
supporting  a  very  large  and  indigenous  native  flora,  some  of  the  trees 
and  shrute  growing  twice  and  even  thpee  times  as  fast  as  they  do  in 
Europe.  Nearly  all  introduced  vegetation,  when  properly  cared 
for,  not  only  accUmates  but  propagates  well,  and  should  cork  and 
camphor  trees  ever  be  scientifically  cultivated  in  Uruguay,  whose 
soil  and  climatic  conditions  would  seem  to  be  well  adapted  to  their 
successful  culture,  they  will  in  all  probability  be  a  great  and  constant 
source  of  future  national  wealth. 

AGRICULTURAL     AND   PASTORAL   INDUSTRISS. 

Only  2.4  per  cent  of  the  total  area  of  Uruguay  is  imder  cultivation, 
the  remainder,  save  for  a  very  small  sterile  area,  0.6  per  cent  of  the 
total,  being  wholly  devoted  to  pastoral  pursuits.  This  small  amoimt  of 
cultivated  land  is  practically  all  in  the  older  and  more  densely  popu- 
lated departments  of  the  Repubhc,  Canelones,  Colonia,  ana  San 
Jose  containing  57  per  cent  of  the  total  area  imder  cultivation.  In 
Florida,  Minas,  Soriano,  and  Maldonado,  departments  boimding 
those  mentioned  on  the  north  and  east,  between  3  and  4  per  cent 
of  the  total  area  is  cultivated,  and  in  the  eleven  remaining  depart- 
ments there  is,  properly  speaking,  no  land  under  cultivation,  excepting 
in  that  of  Montevideo,  which  is  practically  made  up  in  the  capital 
city  of  that  name  and  its  suburbs,  and  wnere  the  cultivation  is  so 
small  and  so  intensive  as  to  partake  of  the  nature  of  market  gardening 
for  the  city. 

The  acreage  under  cultivation  and  yield  of  crops  for  the  season  of 
1906-6  (no  later  figures  are  available,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  beUeve 
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that  the  relative  proportions  shown  in  these  have  greatly  changed) 
were  as  follows: 


Crop. 

Acres. 

Bushels.     ; 

Crop. 

Acres. 

Bushels. 

Wheat 

713,804 

410.068 

45,658 

8.200 

4,606,302 

3.011.726 

11.882 

1,900 

Oats 

37,000 
2,890 

37,000 

Corn  

Barley 

36.000 

Flax 

Total 

Birdseed 

1,217.629 

7,704,900 

Of  the  total  area  of  Uruguay  97  per  cent  is  devoted  to  pastoral 
pursuits,  or,  in  other  words,  the  raising  of  various  kinds  of  live  stock. 
In  1900,  when  the  last  agricultural  census  was  taken,  there  were 
26,134,896  head  of  live  stock  in  Uruguay,  comprising  6,827,428 
cattle,  18,608,717  sheep,  561,408  horses,  22,992  mules,  93,923  pigs, 
and  20,428  goats.  The  departments  of  Artigas  and  Rio  Negro  con- 
tained the  greatest  number  of  cattle  per  inhabitant,  the  department 
of  Flores  the  greatest  number  of  sheep,  and  the  departments  of  Artigas 
and  Rocha  the  greatest  number  of  horses.  Deducting  the  3  per  cent 
of  the  total  area  of  Uruguay  that  is  under  cultivation  or  barren,  this 
works  out  at  1.4  animals  per  2.47  acres,  a  small  proportion  when  it  is 
considered  that  18,000,000  of  these  are  sheep  and  breeding  animals. 
With  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  grade  of  Uruguayan  live  stock 
and  the  gradual  extension  of  the  area  under  cultivation,  there  will,  as 
time  goes  on,  be  less  and  less  land  for  pasturage,  and  more  and  more 
of  such  land  as  may  be  left  available  will  be  used  for  high-class  live 
stock  exclusively. 

GOVERNMENT  EFFORtS   TO   ADVANCE   AGRICULTURE. 

The  average  Uruguayan  country  estate  (estancia)  comprises  1,563 
acres,  and  individual  estates  of  25,000  to  37,000  acres  are  by  no 
means  uncommon.  The  entire  69,840*  square  miles  of  rural  Uruguay 
are  owned  by  22,674  persons.  There  are  practically  no  small  holding 
of  land  in  Uruguay.  The  subdivision  of  these  large  tracts  of  laM, 
now  in  the  hands  of  but  few  people,  is  being  accomplished  only  very 
gradually,  though  the  Uruguayan  Government  is  enaeavoring  to  rem- 
edy this  very  vital  and  important  economic  question  by  subdividing 
some  of  the  large  estates  by  legislative  action,  the  first  step  projectea 
being  the  planting  of  colonies,  to  be  composed  of  European  immigrants, 
in  various  fertile  sections  ot  the  country.  These  official  endeavors 
naturallj  meet  with  opposition  and  the  situation  is  complicated  by 
the  projected  establishment  of  new  canning  and  packing  establish- 
ments, which  may  tend  to  preserve  the  large  estates  by  creating  a 
greater  demand  for  live  stock. 

Thus  far  the  gradual  monopolization  of  the  land  of  Uruguay  has 
entailed  the  inevitable  economic  results,  the  concentration  of  wealth 
in  the  hands  of  a  comparatively  small  number  of  people,  the  dis- 
couraging of  immigration,  and  tne  encouraging  of  emigration  of  the 
rising  generation  to  countries  such  as  Argentina,  where  land  may  be 
had  on  easy  terms,  and  the  promoting  of  a  disproportion  between 
rural  and  urban  population.  The  capital,  Montevideo,  already  has 
nearly  a  third  of  the  total  population  of  the  country. 
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EXPORTS   OF  ANIMALS   AND   ANIMAL  PRODUCTS. 

Of  Uruguay's  annual  exports,  94  per  cent  consists  of  live  stock  and 
live-stock  products,  the  latter  comprising  hides,  jerked  beef  (tasajo), 
frozen  meat,  meat  extract,  tallow,  and  other  by-products.  No 
cattle  are  as  yet  bred  for  export,  except  a  very  few  to  be  sent  across 
the  northern  frontier  into  Brazil,  and  none  is  as  yet  raised  exclusively 
for  dairy  purposes,  although  the  exportation  of  dairy  products  to 
Europe  is  contemplated.  Most  of  the  950  boxes  of  butter  exported 
during  the  past  vear  went  to  Buenos  Aires.  If  butter  can  be  profit- 
ably transported  by  the  nearly  all-rail  route  from  Central  Siberia  to 
the  London  market,  it  should  be  worth  while  to  send  it  by  the  no 
longer  all-water  route  from  Uruguay  to  London. 

The  preparation  and  sale  of  tasaio  is  the  largest  and  most  valuable 
Uruguayan  industry,  but  the  breeds  of  cattle  in  Uruguay  can  only  be 
slowly  and  gradually  improved  while  this  industry  continues  of 
importance,  because  cattle  have  to  be  sold  cheaply  to  make  tasajo 
profitable. 

The  first  estabUshment  for  producing  chilled  meat  was  started  near 
Montevideo  in  1907  with  Uruguayan  capital  and  a  Scotch  manager, 
and  it  has  been  extremely  successful.  Every  modem  improvement 
has  been  installed,  and  its  products  find  a  ready  market,  chiefly  in 
England.  The  Uruguayan  ousiness  men  are  beginning  to  reaUze  that 
New  Zealand  frozen  meat  is  being  carried  past  their  doors,  as  it  were, 
to  England,  while  they  could  prcxluce  similar  meat'  and  ship  it  to  one 
of  the  worla's  greatest  meat  markets  in  half  the  time  it  takes  to  bring 
it  from  New  Zealand. 

There  are  as  yet  no  pork-packing  establishments  in  Uru^ay,  the 
pork  produced  being  used  for  local  consumption.  A  few  live  swine 
are  exported  to  the  State  of  Bio  Grande  do  Sul,  Brazil. 

POULTEY   AND  THE   NATIVE   OSTRICH. 

The  sunny  climate  of  Uruguay  singularly  favors  the  raising  of  all 
varieties  of  poultry.  Many  rlymouth  Rock  fowls  have  been  imported 
from  the  United  States,  and  their  descendants  compare  favorably 
with  those  of  the  same  breed  in  the  country  of  their  origin.  Argen- 
tina receives  more  eggs  from  Uruguay  annually  than  from  any  other 
foreign  country,  302,781  dozen  having  been  exported  thither  in  1908. 
No  eggs  are  as  yet  exported  to  Europe,  though  this  is  talked  of  and 
may  be  done  in  the  near  future. 

The  native  ostrich,  called  locally  the  nandti  (the  Guaranl  word  for 
ostrich)  is  the  only  indigenous  Uruguayan  bird  of  any  real  commercial 
value,  its  feathers  partly  being  exported  to  London  and  Paris,  and 

f)artly  being  made  mto  feather  dusters  and  other  similar  articles  for 
ocal  consumption.  Very  good  ostrich  feathers  bring  about  $2.35 
per  pound,  and  ordinary  ones  about  $2.  The  Uruguayan  ostrich  is 
smaUer  than  the  five-toed  South  African  bird.  It  is  diflFerent  also  in 
having  only  three  toes,  and  its  feathers  are  not  so  valuable,  but  the 
introouction  of  the  South  African  ostrich  has  not  proved  an  economic 
success. 

FBUrrS  AND   VEGETABLES. 

There  are  no  extremes  of  climate  in  Uruguay,  and  almost  every 
kind  of  temperate  or  subtropical  vegetable,  fruit,  grain,  and  tree 
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does  well.  Vegetables,  potatoes,  beans,  peas,  onions,  squashes,  tur- 
nips, beets,  and  sugar  beets  grow  well,  and  many  fruit  trees,  such  as 
apple,  pear,  tangerine  orange,  lemon,  grape,  cherry,  fig,  peach, 
apricot,  quince,  and  olive  flourish  throughout  the  country.  TTie 
medicinal  plants  comprise  the  poppy,  gentian,  wormwood,  1[>alsam, 
camomile,  coriander,  licorice,  rosemary,  marshmallow,  sarsaparilla, 
and  elder.  The  grape  does  extremely  well.  A  red  wine,  like  the 
French  Medoc,  is  produced,  but  not  enough  of  it  is  made  to  satisfy 
the  local  demana.  Foreign  wines  hold  the  Uruguayan  market 
firmly,  and  probably  will  continue  to  do  so  for  several  years  to  come. 
With  the  extension  of  more  scientifically  intensive  culture  there  is  a 
great  future  for  the  vegetable  and  fruit  products  of  Uruguay,  espe- 
cially if,  by  the  use  of  cold  storage,  they  can  secure  enlarged  markets 
in  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  Europe.  At  present  their  only  foreign  market 
is  Argentina. 

A  Httle  tobacco  is  grown  near  the  Brazilian  border,  but  is  used 
chiefly  for  sheep  wash.     Cigars  and  cigarettes  are  imported. 

The  extremely  rapid  and  satisfactory  growth  of  the  mulberry  in 
Uruguay  appears  to  show  that  silk  culture,  which  has  already  been 
tried  on  a  small  scale,  could  be  successfully  developed  under  more 
favorable  labor  conditions. 

GOVERNMENT   AGRICULTURAL   SCHOOL. 

Great  and  increased  attention  has  been  bestowed  recently  by  the 
Uruguavan  Government  on  the  betterment  of  the  various  sources  of 
national  wealth.  Battle  y  Ord6fiez,  then  President,  established  the 
Agronomical  Institute  of  the  University  of  Montevideo  on  September 
15,  1906.  This  institute,  which  is  a  school  of  the  university,  will 
be  moved  in  1909  to  a  large  new  building  being  erected  on  a  175-acre 
tract  of  land  adjoining  its  present  location.  This  building  will  cost 
$150,000  gold,  and  is  an  imposing  three-story  structure,  well  adapted 
for  educational  purposes.  The  agricultural  museum,  as  well  as  the 
chemical,  horticultural,  mechanical,  and  scientific  laboratories,  will  be 

E laced  in  this  building,  which  will  also  contain  the  institute's  small 
ut  growing  library,  wherein  American  scientific  journals  occupy  a 
conspicuous  place.  All  the  class-room  instruction  will  be  given  in 
this  building,  three  vears'  study  being  required  to  complete  the 
course.  It  is  also  planned  to  carry  on  extensive  laboratory  and 
research  work  in  the  three  departments  of  the  institute — agriculture, 
horticulture,  and  sylviculture. 

In  the  adjacent  grounds  are  to  be  established  a  small  park  for  teach- 
ing floriculture  and  arboriculture,  a  small  botanical  garden  for  study 
and  research  in  botany,  an  agricultural  experiment  station,  cages  in 
which  insects  injurious  to  vegetation  are  to  be  kept  and  studied,  as 
well  as  an  aviary  where  the  habits  of  insect-destroying  birds  may  be 
observed,  a  pond  for  the  study  of  pisciculture,  and  beehives  for  the 

Eursuit  of  the  study  of  apiculture.  The  paths  and  walks  are  to  be 
ned  with  domestic  and  foreign  fruit  and  shade  trees. 
A  tract  of  land  some  32  acres  in  extent  is  to  be  used  for  a  model 
farm,  where  suitable  buildings  are  in  course  of  erection  for  the  care 
and  study  of  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  pigs,  and  poultry.  New  and 
improved  farming  machinery  is  also  kept  nere  and  its  uses  explained 
to  the  students.    Most  of  this  machinery  is  of  German  mc^e,  though 
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there  are  two  American  reapers.  The  science  of  landscape  gardening, 
which  comes  naturally  to  the  artistic  nature  of  the  Uruguayan,  is  also 
to  be  taught.  All  the  teachers  in  the  institute  are  Germans,  except 
one  Frencnman  and  one  Belgian.  The  number  of  students  is  rapidly 
increasing,  every  department  of  Uruguay  being  represented,  and  many 
owners  or  great  estates  are  sending  their  sons  to  receive  a  scientific 
training  in  this  important  branch  of  the  imiversity.  The  institute 
publishes  from  two  to  four  times  a  year  a  review  containing  many 
valuable  and  instructive  articles  on  tlruguayan  agronomic  topics  by 
the  staff  of  the  university. 

PRIVATE   ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  Rural  Association  of  Uruguay  was  founded  in  1871  bv  several 
Uruguayans  interested  in  pastoral  pursuits  to  encourage  the  devel- 
opment of  rural  industries,  and  it  has  since  then  steadily  developed  in 
its  chosen  field  of  constructive  usefulness,  proving  a  most  useful 
body  in  increasing  the  output  of  the  greatest  sources  of  the  national 
wealth.  Great  interest  is  taken  in  it,  and  nearly  all  prominent  own- 
ers of  country  estates  belong  to  it.  It  is  supported  by  the  private 
subscription  of  the  members,  but  is  subventioned  by  the  Government 
in  that  it  receives  $10,000  annually  for  its  live-stock  exhibit  and  fair, 
held  in  Montevideo  every  September.  The  association  has  a  large 
building  in  Montevideo  where  meetings  are  held.  It  has  founded  at 
various  times  the  rural  associations  vmich  exist  in  the  capitals  of  all 
the  Uruguayan  departments.  These  local  associations  were  formerly 
connected  with  the  parent  body,  but  are  now  independent,  and  each 
holds  a  rural  fair  and  sale  of  live  stock  annually,  that  at  Salto  having 
done  the  most  business  in  each  of  the  last  two  years  (1907  and  1908), 
with  Paysandu  and  Minas  following  as  close  seconds.  American 
agricultural  machinery  has  been  displayed  at  these  fairs  with  good 
results. 

There  is  a  great  market  in  Uruguay  for  all  kinds  of  agricultural 
machinery  and  implements,  such  as  reapers,  binders,  windmills, 
hoes,  rakes,  shovels,  and  other  tools.  These  things  can  not  be  sola 
by  sending  catalogues  and  pictures.  Bright,  alert,  Spanish-speaking 
salesmen  must  show  Spanish-printed  catalogues,  or,l)etter  still,  the 
model  of  the  tool  itselr,  and  snow  the  people  how  it  will  work,  and 
then  the  practical  Uruguayans  will  be  convinced  that  the  article  is 
worth  buying.  There  is  a  great  future  for  the  sale  of  agricultural 
implements  in  Uruguay,  but  there  will  not  be  any  future  for  American 
trade  unless  the  requirements  mentioned  are  strictly  complied  with, 
and  imless  the  intended  purchaser  is  made  to  see  by  actual  proof 
that  American  farm  implements  are  the  best  in  the  world. 

VENEZXTELA. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul  Isaac  A.  Manning,  La  Guaira. 

After  several  years  of  commercial  stagnation,  resulting  from  a 
combination  of  so  many  causes  that  it  is  dinicult  to  set  forth  any  one 
in  particular,  a  spirit  of  hopefulness  seems  to  have  entered  the  busi- 
ness world  here;  out  while  that  spirit  exists,  the  transformation  from 
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commercial  inactivity  to  immediate  prosperity  has  not  been  realized. 
Exports  slightly  increased  during  the  first  halt  of  the  year,  and  there 
has  been  apparent  a  willingness  on  the  part  of  importers  to  add  to 
their  stocks. 

Industrial  conditions  have  shown  but  little  change  so  far,  except 
in  the  matter  of  direction  and  ownership.  The  few  manufacturing 
institutions  of  the  country  are  generally  in  operation,  one  of  the 
principal  exceptions  bein^  the  flour  milling  plant  at  this  port.  Some 
railway  extension  is  underway,  especially  on  the  Central  Railway 
leading  from  Caracas  toward  the  south. 

NEW   ENTERPRISES   OPENED. 

The  New  York  and  Bermudez  Asphalt  Company  expects  to  be 
shipping  its  product  soon,  and  this  work  will  give  employment  to  a 
large  number  of  laborers  in  the  district  where  its  deposits  are  located. 

The  Venezuelan  Congress  has  recently  approved  the  contract  for 
the  establishment  at  Puerto  Cabello  of  a  meat-packing  plant,  which, 
it  is  understood,  is  backed  by  an  English  concern  that  nas  large  abat- 
toirs and  packing  houses  in  Argentma.  Should  this  company  work 
on  the  scale  proposed,  it  would  give  a  considerable  impetus  to  the 
cattle  industry  or  this  country,  which  has  been  permitted  to  lag  con- 
siderably diuring  the  past  three  years  through  lack  of  an  export 
market. 

The  establishment  of  steamboat  lines  on  the  Orinoco  River  and  its 
tributaries  is  already  reported  as  bringing  results,  although  the  service 
is  yet  in  its  infancy.  With  a  settlement  of  the  questions  arising  from 
the  various  concessions  and  privileges  granted  there  from  time  to 
time,  and  now  apparently  in  a  fair  way  of  arrangement,  the  country 
in  the  regions  about  Ciudad  Bolivar  and  on  the  Orinoco  River  will  feel 
the  effects  of  development. 

New  steamboat  routes  on  Maracaibo  Lake  and  the  navigable  rivers 
emptying  therein  will  also  make  possible  the  exportation  of  products 
of  a  great  deal  of  country  where  transportation  has  heretofore  been 
difficult. 

Of  course  all  the  development  of  Venezuela  in  the  future  depends 
on  continued  settled  conditions  and  on  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
and  of  capital  especially,  in  the  stability  of  those  conditions. 

IMPORTS   INTO   VENEZUELA. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  Venezuela  in  1908,  by  articles,  is 
shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 

Value. 

!                            Articles. 

Value. 

AnlmftlA,  live.. . 

S3, 799 

36,998 
92,716 

6,041 
177,567 

3,684 
33,464 
21,181 

Breadstuffs: 

Barley 

Beverages: 

Beer 

t25,553 

Biscuits 

^322 

Liquors . 

Flour 

310,356 

Mineral  waters 

Oats 

2,564 

Wines  .. 

Wheat 

277,418 

Boats,  and  accessories 

Brushes 

6,997 

Books  and  pamplilets 

Buttons 

35,348 

Bottles  anddemijohns 

Candles 

15,090 
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Articles. 


Carbide 

Cement 

Chemicals 

Clocks  and  watches 

Coal 

Combs 

Copper,  and  manufactures  of 

Cork 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Earthenware 

Electrical  apparatus 

Fans 

Firecrackers 

Flowers,  artificial,  and  fancy  goods. 

Glassware 

Grease 

Gunpowder 

Gmis  and  revolvers 

Hat  makers'  supplies 

Hats,  felt  and  straw 

Ink 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of: 

Galvanized  iron 

Ironware 

Knives  and  forks 

Machinery- 
Agricultural 

Mills,  sugar,  and  other 

Printing 

Pumps,  hydraulic 

Weaving 

All  other 

Motors,  and  accessories 

Nails 

Needles  and  pins 

Railway  supplies 

Scales 

Steel 

Tools 

Wire 

Wire  fencing 

All  other 

Jewelry 

Lamps  and  lanterns 

Lead; 

Leather 

Matches 

Marble,  worked,  and  statuary 

Mirrors 

Musical  instruments 

Oakum 

Oils: 

Cotton-seed 

Engine 

Kerosene 


Value. 


$13,972 

57,504 

30,685 

4,330 

63,286 

20,824 

15,668 

17,997 

116,698 

53,951 

9,365 

4,573  i 

3,118 

20,002 

44,245 

63,794  i 

3,685 

19,187 

26,964  ; 

81,576 

6,251 

9,734 
104,294 
32,325 

150,441 

10,105 

13,560 

5,267 

16,480 

120,827 

17,540 

30,347 

5,397 

22,479 

5,480 

6,727 

40,510 

12,977 

63,241 

2,007 

11,256 

12,061 

3.766 

121,535 

51,914 

6,655 

6,224 

6,123 

4,513 

16,183 

8,207 

138,510 


Articles. 


Oils— Continued. 

Linseed 

GUve 

Another 

OUves 

Paints  and  colors 

Paper  and  cardboard 

Perfumery 

Pictures , 

Provisions: 

Canned  goods  and  preserves. . 

Cheese 

Hams 

Stearin 

Ribbons,  cotton  and  silk 

Rice. 


Reed  ware 

Rope 

Rosin 

Rubber,  manufactures  of. . 
Seeds,  anise  and  canary. . . 

St  ^  

Si,. 

soau 


Spir. 

Sturioiicry , 

string's,  violin 

Sifi^'u , 

S^TiIlp\s , 

TnrpauliiK. , 

Telephone  ^applies 

Texiilrw: 

Couuii  ^oo6s 

Felt 

Linen  goods , 

Shawls  and  wraps.. 

Silk  goods 

Underwear 

Webbine,  elastic... 

Woolen  gooobs 

Thread  and  twine 

Tinware , 

Tobacco 

Toys. 


Turpentine 

Vehicles,  carriages,  bicycles,  etc. 

Wlcking 

Wood,  manufactures  of 

All  other  articles 


Gold  coin 

Grand  total 


Value. 


18,918 

111,033 

2,756 

5,927 

21,331 

120,596 

78,134 

4,136 

575,349 

27,411 

36,647 

197,667 

66,804 

238,183 

4,376 

58,792 

28.361 

5,306 

5,541 

6,675 

10,420 

29,924 

27,537 

15,221 

11,161 

3,095 

5,378 

6,509 

7,297 

1,267.443 

8,127 

211,805 

9,150 

49,833 

278,078 

10,399 

195,960 

239,632 

19,449 

25,982 

20,824 

4,812 

15,332 

8,853 

49,189 

78,174 


Total 10, 014, 167 

144,403 


10,168,570 


Many  of  the  most  important  articles  imported  into  Venezuela  and 
of  which  Americans  are  great  manufacturers  are  bought  and  imported 
largely  from  Europe,  and  American  exports  of  these  lines  are  very 
far  Denind  what  they  should  be.  This  is  true  especially  as  to  barley, 
beer,  buttons,  empty  bottles,  cotton  goods,  manufactured  copper, 
cement,  cheese,  earthenware,  rancv  goods,  glassware,  felt  hats,  straw 
hats,  ironware,  liquors,  lamps  and  lanterns,  agricultural  implements 
(including  machetes),  iron  nails,  olive  oil,  perfumes  and  soaps, 
talcum  powder,  wrapping  paper,  stearin,  wines,  woolen  goods, 
weaving  machines,  etc. 
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CHARACTER   OF   THE    EXPORTS. 


The  principal  articles  exported  from  Venezuela  during  1908 
their  values  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


and 


Articles. 


Alpargatas  (grass  slippers) 

Animals,  live: 

Cattle 

Horses  and  miiles 

All  other 

Asphalt 

Barley  (cebadilla) 

Beans,  tonka 

Cinchona  bark 

Cocoa,  or  cacao 

Cocoanuts 

Coffee 

Copaiba,  balsam 

Copper  ore 

Com 

Cotton 

Cotton  seed 

DIvI-divl 

Feathers: 

Heron 

Another 

Fibers,  cocuiza  and  heneqiien 

Fish  maws 

Gold: 

Amalgamated 

Bullion... 

Cohi...-. 

Smelted 

Gold  and  silver  (old) 


Valoe. 


110,400 

2B7,367 

12,321 

6,695 

196,930 

12,892 

20,161 

11,211 

1,749,708 

11.016 

,206,582 

40,616 

11,396 

5,872 

40,371 

11,210 

133,768 

198.843 
7,879 
2,255 
12,480 


82,525 

38,582 

133,223 

12,281 


Articles. 


Vahie. 


Hides !  1702,702 

Horns 7,881 

Jewehy 5, 280 

Leather,  sole 3«,  168 

Olb,  copaiba,  etc (  8,682 

Pearls ;  45, 545 

Plants 4.203 

Rubber 1.488,445 

Skins:  I 

Deer '  67.044 

Goat 287,248 

AU  other ,  550 

Sla^,  mineral 12.083 

Starch '  9,820 

Sugar I  22, 214 

Tooacoo.  leaves i  61,904 

Vegetable  products 22,200 

Wood: 

Bramble I  1,628 

Cedar '  1,960 

Ebony :  6,479 

Gualacum i  4,836 

Mahogany '  1,801 

Zapatero 33 .  238 

All  other 1.464 

All  other  articles I  428,517 

Total '  15,521.938 


The  amount  of  Venezuelan  products  taken  during  1908  by  each  of 
the  various  countries  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Exported  to— 


United  States $6,843,423 


Value. 


Austria 
Belgium.. 

Bra«U 

Colombia.. 
Costa  Rica 

Cuba 

France 4,832,504 

Germany 793,982 


408,610 
6,372 
8,200 
26,994 
37,500 
150,865 


Exported  1 


Italy 

Netherlands  and  colonies. 

Panama 

Porto  Rico 

Stoain 

united  Kingdom 

Total 


Vahie. 


$115,605 

390,214 

8,605 

1,539 

657,770 

1,230.755 


15,521,988 


The  value  of  the  articles  declared  for  export  to^  the  United  States 
during  1907  and  1908  at  the  consulate  in  La  Guaira  is  shown  in  the 
following  table: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 
$12,026 

Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Balata  (rubber) 

$7,894 

5,180 

2,397 

399,607 

1,986 

Orange  Juice 

$135 

Bran 

Orchuis 

$534 
21,367 

Chocolate 

1,157 

223,196 

49,287 

396 

142 

1,533 

132,577 

251 

153 

Skins 

20,971 

Cocoa .... 

Tonka  beans 

8,742 

Coffee 

All  other  articles 

32 

251 

CoDaiba  balsam 

Total 

Extracts,  flower 

512,486 
2,687 

445,821 

Gold 

Returned  American  goods .... 
Grand  total 

349 

Hides 

73,489 

Household  effects 

515,073 

446,170 

Oil,  cocoamit 
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CONSULAR  AGENCIES. 

Mr.  Ignacio  H.  Baiz,  consular  agent  at  Barcelona,  reports  that  the 
declared  value  of  exports  from  that  agency  to  the  United  States 
during  1908  was  $11,765,  agamst  $40,490  in  1907.  The  articles  in 
1908  were:  Copper,  $87;  hides,  $8,285;  deerskins  and  goatskins, 
$3,322;  and  other  articles,  $61.  The  principal  articles  in  1907  were: 
Hides,  $28,812;  skins,  $9,635;  and  wood,  $1^070. 

Consular  Agent  John  Brewer,  of  Caracas,  gives  the  declared  exports 
of  goods  from  that  place  to  the  United  States  during  1907  and  1908^ 
respectively,  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1906.       ' 

Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Bones 

$1,028 
610 

$155 

Household  goods 

$560 

$1,500 

Books  (old) 

Oils,  vegetable 

333 

Chocolate.  . 

524 

36,028 

304,627 

1,551 

31,090 

Plants,  orchids 

543 

19,580 
19 

24 

Cocoa k 

55,9»7 

647,403 

6,089 

87,708 

Skins 

16,849 

Coffee  . 

Sweets,  assorted 

f!onTM*r 

Total 

hSct.    :::::"*: ;• 

719,446 

392,581 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  the  considar  agency  of 
Carupano  to  the  United  States  auring  1908  is  reported  by  Consular 
Agent  Jos6  Blasini  to  have  been  $60,588,  against  $73,244  in  1907. 
The  articles  in  1908  were:  Rubber,  $141;  cocoa,  $58,192;  copaiba 
balsam,  $115;  fish  glue,  $23;  hides  and  skins,  $2,117.  The  principal 
articles  in  1907  were  rubber  valued  at  $2,935,  and  cocoa,  $69,046. 
Consular  Agent  Robert  Henderson,  of  Ciudad  Bolivar,  reports  the 
declared  value  of  exports  from  that  port  during  1907  and  1908,  re- 
spectively, to  have  been  as  follows : 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

'                     Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Cocoa.             

$1,293 

10,370 

588 

25,816 

4,579 

25.926 

1,001 

1,205 

399,464 

$16,063 
10,417 
4,666 
29,819 

5,615 

27,031 

1,430 

'*385,'266 

j  Plants 

$1,819 
90,632 

Copaiba  balsam 

Rubber. 

Balata 

Feathers 

$176,560 

Gold 

Ceaura 

20.997 

Hides  and  sklns: 

India 

163,741 
449 
617 

179,558 

Calfsklns 

Tonka  beans 

23,805 

Deerskins 

All  other  articles 

447 

Goatskins 

Hogsklns 

Oxhides 

Total 

727,500 

881,771 

1 

SHIPPING   STATISTICS. 

During  1908,  645  ships  with  foreign  cargo  entered  the  various 
ports  of  Venezuela,  their  tonnage  aggregating  937,680.  The  niunber 
of  vessels  entering  La  Guaira  was  127.  They  brought  cargo  aggre- 
gatmc  in  weight  28,209,233  kilos  (kilo -2.2  lbs.).  In  1907,  233 
vessek  enterea  the  same  port,  bearing  48,401,013  kilos  of  cargo;  and 
in  1906  there  were  235  entries  with  45,937,967  kilos  of  can^o.  Of  the 
vessels  calling  at  La  Guaira  in  1908,  30  were  British  with  4,684,158 
kilos  of  cargo,  29  American  with  8,493,984  kilos,  15  Dutch  with 
1,254,732  kilos,  13  Norwegian  with  4,371,940  kilos,  11  German  with 
1,655,960  kilos,  and  4  Russian  with  2,506,541  kilos. 
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MARACAIBO. 

By  Consul  Eugene  H.  Plumacheb. 

Former  reports  have  mentioned  that  details  of  a  reliable  nature 
concerning  tne  foreign  trade  of  this  consular  district  are  only  ob- 
tainable as  regards  exports. 

Venezuela  is  rich  in  natural  resources,  but  capital  is  needed  to 
develop  them.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  forthcoming  when  certain 
diplomatic  differences  have  been  settled  in  axicordance  with  pre- 
liminary arrangements  which  have  been  made  therefor.  When  this 
has  been  done  Venezuela  will  become  a  good  field  for  conunercial 
undertakings. 

During  1908  the  goods  declared  for  export  to  the  United  States 
from  this  consular  district  amounted  in  value  to  $5,278,242,  as  com- 
pared with  $4,791,798  in  1907,  a  gain  of  $486,444.  The  details  are 
shown  for  the  two  years  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Asphalt 

Coooa 

Codfish 

Coffee 

Copaiba 

Copper,  old 

DIvMivl 

Fibers  (oogoUo  and  hemp) 

Fish  sounds 

Gold  coin 

Hides  and  skins: 

Alligator  skins 

Calfaklns 

Deerskins 

Goatskins 

Hides 

Mangrove  bark 


1907. 


$65,086 

1,879 

4,436,834 

53,357 

5,210 


15,202 


114 
3.567 
76,102 
53,046 
9,120 


1908. 


$154 

87,214 

576 

4,877,722 

28,732 

993 

2,273 

230 

14,801 

4,121 

75 

987 

5,145 

94,790 

136,025 

2,747 


Articles. 


Plants  (orchids).. 

Rubber 

Sugar 

Woods: 

Boxwood 

Cedar 

Cocobolo 

Ebony 

Fustic 

Mahogany 

Vera 

other 

Wool 

All  other  articles.. 


Total. 


1907. 


$963 
10,220 
15,305 

7,143 
2,692 


1,206 
23,165 


4,109 
2,927 
4,461 


4,791,798 


1906. 


$728 
4,561 
5,543 

3,2M 

1,783 

168 

282 


1,001 
273 
1,504 
1,237 
1,284 


5,278,242 


AGRICULTURAL   PRODUCTS. 

Coffee  constitutes  the  largest  item  of  export,  and  it  was  also  the  item 
on  which  the  main  part  of  the  total  increase  in  declared  exports  for 
the  year  was  made.  As  commimication  with  the  Republic  or  Colom- 
bia has  been  reopened  by  way  of  the  rivers  Villamisar  and  Catatimibo 
to  Cucuta,  lai^e  quantities  of  coffee  will  come  by  this  route  down  to 
Maracaibo.  The  crop  in  the  Cordilleras  is  very  promising,  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  industry  is  now  dependent  only  on  good  prices  for 
coffee  abroad. 

The  1908  crop  of  cocoa  and  the  prices  for  this  article  were  both 
better  than  in  the  preceding  year.  Also  more  cocoa  was  sent  to 
European  markets.  The  cocoa  of  this  State  is  celebrated  and  is  much 
liked  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

Sugar,  cotton,  wool,  and  sisal  or  henequen  are  among  the  important 
or  promising  agricultural  products.  Exports  of  sugar  have,  how- 
ever, declined  although  there  are  rich  sugar  fields  m  the  State  of 
Zuha  and  good  opportunities  for  the  investment  of  capital.  Cotton 
is  not  extensively  grown  in  this  district,  but  is  certain  to  have  a  great 
futiu^e  here  as  wefl  as  in  Venezuela  generally.  Land  and  labor  are 
cheap,  the  climate  is  favorable  for  cotton  growing,  and  the  product  is 
fine  m  quality.  In  1907  samples  to  the  value  of  $327  were  sent  to  the 
United  States,  but  in  1908  none,  the  product  finding  a  better  market 
in  Europe.    The  wool  product  formerly  went  fiSmost  wholly  to 
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Europe,  but  in  recent  years  more  has  been  taken  by  the  United 
States. 

Of  the  fibers  which  Venezuela  produces,  hemp,  cogolio,  and  sisal, 
the  latter  promises  to  be  an  important  product  here  \men  capital  has 
developed  the  industry. 

FORESTS  PRODUCTS — FISHERIES — HIDES  AND   SKINS. 

The  abundant  forests  of  this  State  yield  valuable  woods,  dyestuffs, 
tanning  materials,  and  medicinal  substances,  the  larger  share  of  which 

§oes  to  Europe  in  sailing  vessels,  while  the  part  gomg  to  the  United 
tates,  as  well  as  all  other  goods  therefor,  are  sent  by  steam  vessels. 
Trade  in  bulky  articles  would  be  brisker  with  the  United  States 
were  there,  as  formerly,  more  American  sailing  vessels  to  engage  in.  it. 
Great  quantities  of  boxwood  are  obtainable. 

Copaiba  forms  an  important  article  of  export,  but  much  greater 
quantities  are  to  be  had  m  the  forests  were  sufficient  capital  available 
to  pay  the  natives  for  gathering  the  balsam. 

Kubber  is  an  article  equally  abundant  in  this  State  and  awaiting 
capital  to  make  its  export  much  larger.  Divi-divi  leaves  and  man- 
grove bark  find  their  market  for  the  greater  part  in  Europe,  whither 
mey  are  sent  by  sailing  ships.  Porto  Kico  also  receives  some  of  these 
products.  Orchids  in  great  variety,  some  of  them  still  unknown  to 
cultivators,  aboxmd  in  the  moimtainous  parts  of  this  consular  dis- 
trict. 

Last  year's  report  stated  that  the  codfish  industry  was  declining, 
the  exports  having  been  smaller  than  in  previous  years.  They  were 
still  smaller  during  1908.  This  is  to  be  attributed  largely  to  the  high 
price  of  salt.  This  promising  industry  gives  support  to  many  people 
of  the  poorer  classes  Uving  on  the  snores  of  the  great  lake.  It  is 
understood  that  arrangements  are  being  made  to  provide  plenty  of 
cheap  salt  for  the  curing  of  fish — an  absolute  necessity  in  this  tropical 
climate. 

The  decrease  in  the  exports  of  fish  bladders  is  also  to  be  attributed 
in  part  to  the  lack  of  cheap  salt.  The  fishing  season  was,  however, 
not  as  good  as  usual,  owmg  to  exceptionalfy  strong  northwestern 
winds. 

Hides  and  skins  form  the  second  item  in  value  in  the  declared 
exports  to  the  United  States.  There  were  notable  increases  in  the 
exports  of  all  kinds,  the  value  of  the  hides  alone  having  been  over 
two  and  one-half  times  greater  in  1908  than  in  1907.  Many  hides 
were  sent  to  Europe,  most  of  them  going  to  Italy. 

Alligator  skins  to  the  value  of  $75  only  were  sent  to  New  York. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  himting  alligators  here  could  be  made  a 
lucrative  business,  as  the  skins,  the  oil,  and  the  teeth  are  valuable. 
The  rivers  of  Venezuela  are  full  of  alligators.  During  the  egg-laying 
period  hundreds  are  to  be  seen  on  the  sand  banks  ofthe  Rio  de  Oro 
and  other  streams. 

EXPORTS   OF  MINE   PRODUCTS — SHIPPING   INTERESTS. 

The  only  shipments  of  asphalt  during  1908  were  samples  from  a 
new  deposit.  In  former  vears  large  quantities  of  asphalt  were  sent 
monthly  to  New  York  from  the  well-known  mines  on  the  river 
Limon,  belonging  to  the  United  States  and  Venezuela  Asphalt  Com- 
pany of  New  York,  but  these  mines  are  still  closed,  owing  to  inter- 
national conditions.    For  the  State  of  Zulia  and  for  Maracaibo 
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their  reopening  is  of  vital  interest,  as  they  gave  labor  to  many  work- 
men and  distnbuted  monthly  many  thousands  of  dollars  amon^  the 
people.  When  diplomatic  differences  are  settled,  there  is  no  ooubt 
out  that  additional  asphalt  mines  will  be  opened  by  other  firms,  as 
there  are  many  other  large  deposits. 

The  great  decrease  in  the  exports  of  old  copper  would  indicate 
that  the  supply  of  old  stills  and  old  copper  pipes  is  about  exhausted. 

This  consular  district  contains  lar^e  deposits  of  copper,  and  it  is 
hoped  here  that  the  attention  of  foreign  capitaUsts  will  be  drawn  to 
this  important  fact. 

The  number  of  vessels  which  entered  the  harbor  of  Maracaibo 
during  1908  was  249.  Of  these  8  were  Venezuelan  warships,  and  51 
of  the  merchant  vessels  were  steamers,  while  190  were  sailing  craft. 
The  United  States  was  represented  by  37  steam  vessels,  and  Norway 
by  14.  France,  Denmarfe,  the  Netherlands,  Sweden,  and  Venezuela 
were  represented  by  saiUng  vessels,  while  132  of  the  190  mentioned 
were  Venezuelan  schooners.  No  other  nation  of  Europe  was  rep- 
resented in  the  entries  of  the  year. 

Owing  to  local  conditions  navigation  was  much  interrupted.  No 
foreign  labor  was  allowed,  as  formerly,  on  American  steamers,  and 
American  consular  officers  had  to  have  a  permit  to  visit  them. 
The  prevalence  of  bubonic  plague  also  required  regulations  which 
impeded  the  free  movement  of  shipping.  One  of  the  fines  having 
large  commercial  interests  with  Porto  Rico  discontinued  the  sending 
of  its  steamers  because  of  the  (][uarantine  regulations  of  that  island. 
Another  line  engaged  Norwegian  freight  steamers  to  carry  on  its 
service,  and  these,  with  the  two  regular  American  mail  steamers, 
still  attend  to  the  service  satisfactorily.  The  smaU  American  steamer 
plying  between  Curacao  and  Maracaibo  has  resumed  its  regular  serv- 
ice, foreign  labor  can  again  be  employed,  and  consuls  are  free  to  visit 
their  ships.  Dutch  sailing  vessels  are  also  coming  as  in  former 
years,  and  a  brisk  trade  between  Curacao  and  Maracaibo  has  been 
renewed.  . 

The  trade  of  the  lake  steamers  was  much  reduced,  but  the  natural 
highway  by  the  river  route  having  been  reopened,  the  river  and 
lake  steamers,  as  well  as  many  large  bongos  (native  boats),  are  becom- 
ing active,  and  there  will  shortly  be,  as  m  former  years,  a  large  trade 
between  Colombia  and  Maracaibo  by  way  of  Cucuta. 

PUERTO  CABELIiO. 

By  Consul  James  W.  Johnson. 

The  value  of  the  articles  declared  at  this  consulate  for  export  to 
the  United  States  during  1907,  and  1908,  respectively,  is  shown  in 
the  following  table: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1006. 

Balata 

$33 

136 

2,082 

111,678 

4,160 

163,236 

24 

31 

96,421 

826 

250 

Skins— Continued. 

Deer. 

$10,768 
141,418 

BoDes  

$18,654 

Caoutchouc 

Goat 

09,961 

166,571 

8,688 

474,136 

Tonka  beans 

1,083 

Coooanuts 

Wood 

486 

Coffee 

All  other  articles 

4,323 

47 

Total 

Feathers  (heron) 

827,667 

488,786 

Hides 

112,673 

Returned  American  goods. . . . 

236 

Orchids 

Grand  total 

Skins: 

827,667 

480,021 

Calf 
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ADEN. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  VicE-CoNSUL  George  M.  Gordon. 

The  total  value  of  the  sea-borne  and  inland  trade  of  Aden,  exclusive 
of  government  stores,  treasure,  and  cargo  manifested  for  direct  ship- 
ment on  through  bills  of  lading,  in  1908  amoimted  to  $29,001,440, 
against  $32,273,579  in  1907,  a  decrease  of  $3,272,139. 

The  receipts  of  coal  in  1908  showed  a  falling  off  in  quantity  of  900 
tons,  but  an  increase  in  value  amounting  to  $64,887.  The  advance 
in  price  was  due  to  the  increased  cost  of  fuel  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  India,  the  two  sources  of  supply  of  coal  for  Aden.  There  was  an 
increase  in  the  imports  of  coffee  amounting  to  $16,222,  while  the 
exports  of  this  article  increased  by  $21,882. 

The  imports  of  skins  showed  a  decrease  of  $81,108,  while  the 
exports  decreased  $413,652.  The  shipments  of  skins  to  the  United 
States  in  1908,  according  to  customs  figures,  were  valued  at  $1 ,221 ,220. 
There  was  a  decrease  in  the  imports  of  hides  amoimting  to  $227,103, 
while  the  exports  showed  a  loss  of  $97,330. 

PIECE  OOODS — TOBACCO,  IVORY,  AND  SUGAR. 

The  receipts  of  gray  piece  goods  showed  a  loss  of  36,000,000  yards 
in  quantitv  and  $2,133,149  in  value.  The  imports  from  Italy,  India, 
and  the  United  States  showed  decreases.  The  total  imports  of  this 
kind  of  goods  amoimted  to  13,821,899  yards,  valued  at  $870,569. 
The  reexports  of  gray  goods  during  the  year  decreased  $1,167,960  in 
value.  The  imports  of  dyed  piece  goods  showed  an  advance  in  value 
amounting  to  $56,776^  while  the  exports  increased  $113,552.  There 
was  a  slight  decrease  m  quantity  and  value  in  the  imports  of  white 
piece  goods. 

In  manufactured  tobacco  the  imports  showed  a  decrease  of  $243,325 
and  the  exports  a  loss  of  $81,108.  The  receipts  of  grain  and  pulse 
showed  a  decline  in  value  amounting  to  $186,549,  wmch  was  due  to 
the  scarcity  of  rain  in  India  and  the  advance  in  price  of  all  kinds  of 
breadstuffs.  An  additional  cause  for  the  decrease  was  direct  ship- 
ments to  Hodeida^  Mokalla,  and  Berbera. 

The  imports  of  ivory  increased  by  $97,330  and  the  exports  thereof 
by  about  the  same  value.  There  were  25,421  pounds  of  ivory,  valued 
at  $71,432,  shipped  to  the  United  States  in  1908.  There  was  a 
decrease  of  700,000  gallons  and  of  $113,552  in  value  in  the  receipts  of 
kerosene.  The  decrease  was  due  to  less  demand  from  coast  ports 
and  to  direct  shipments  to  Red  Sea  ports.     The  quantity  of  oil 
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imported  from  the  United  States  during  the  year  was  280,000  gallons, 
valued  at  $36,499. 

The  imports  of  sugar  showed  a  decrease  of  $113,552.  The  receipts 
from  Arabia,  Mauritius,  and  India  decreased,  but  those  from  Russia 
and  Germany  increased.     The  decrease  was  attributed  to  the  high 

§  rices  in  the  markets  of  production.  The  exports  of  wax  showed  a 
ecline  of  $145,995  in  value.  A  large  quantity  of  Abyssinian  wax  is 
now  shipped  to  Europe  through  Ehartomn  and  Port  Sudam  instead 
of  by  the  way  of  Aden  as  heretofore. 

TRADE  WTTH  THE  UNFTED  STATES. 

The  imports  into  Aden  from  the  United  States  in  1908  showed  a 
falling  oflf  of  $1,846,463  from  the  previous  year.  The  articles  showing 
decreases  were  arms  and  ammumtion,  cabinet  ware,  chemicals,  piece 
goods,  drugs,  tobacco,  flour,  leather,  machinery,  oil,  and  provisions. 
There  were,  however,  increases  shown  in  the  receipts  or  carriages, 
hardware,  etc. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  Aden  to  the  United  States 
m  1908  was  $1,399,690,  a  decrease  of  $1,070,151  from  1907.  The 
articles  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Civet 

$9,091 

476,111 

1,158 

3,073 

129,211 

$7,480 

444,185 

909 

6,703 

62,110 

Skins 

$1,849,337 

$938,472 

Coffee 

All  other  articles 

1,941 

Qum 

Total 

Hides 

2,469,841 

1,399,600 

Ivory 

HODEIDA  AOEXCrr. 

By  Consular  Agent  Erich  Lindenmeyer. 

The  most  important  imports  into  Hodeida  are  flour,  kerosene, 
rice,  and  sugar.  The  quantity  of  oil  received  in  1908  was  90,000 
cases,  of  which  75,000  cases  came  from  the  United  States,  the  re- 
mainder being  supplied  by  Russia.  The  receipts  of  flour  amounted 
to  68,100  bags,  most  of  which  came  from  India.  Indo-China  fur- 
nished the  nee,  amounting  to  38,260  bags,  and  Austria  supplied 
most  of  the  sugar,  the  total  imports  amounting  to  40,500  bags. 
Among  the  other  articles  imported  were:  Paper,  2,648  packages; 
candles,  415  cases;  onions,  446  bags;  glass  and  glassware,  800 
cases;  piece  goods,  2,500  bales;  and  cement,  298  barrels. 

Mocha  coffee  constitutes  the  chief  article  of  export  from  this 
district,  the  shipments  in  1908  amounting  to  40,853  bags,  a  decrease 
of  4,147  bags  from  1907,  The  United  States  in  1908  took  of  this 
kind  of  coffee  5,024  bags,  valued  at  $136,126.  This  was  a  decrease 
in  quantity  of  3,973  bags  from  1907.  The  shipments  of  skins  to 
the  United  States  during  1908  amounted  to  1,180  bales,  worth 
$83,058.  France  took  875  bales,  the  United  Kingdom  588  bales, 
and  Belgium  a  smaller  quantity. 

The  imports  from  the  united  States  in  1908  were  valued  at  $487,500. 
and  the  exports  thereto  at  $219,184.  The  imports  consisted  of  oil 
valued  at   $112,500    and  general   merchandise  at   $376,000.     The 
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exports  consisted  of  only  two  items,  coffee  and  skins,  the  values  of 
which  are  already  given. 

During  the  year  149  steamers  arrived  at  and  departed  from  the 
port. 

CHINA. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Vicb-€on8ul-Gbnbral  Percival  Hbintzleman,  Shanghai. 

In  the  annual  review  of  trade  conditions  for  1907  it  was  stated 
that  the  conditions  prevailing  in  the  beginning  of  1908  seemed  to 
justify  the  hope  of  a  revival  of  foreign  trade.  The  year  terminated, 
nowever,  with  this  anticipation  unrealized^  as  the  depression,  espe- 
cially in  the  import  trade,  continued  umnterruptedly  throughout 
the  Empire  from  the  beginning  of  1908  to  its  close.  This  was 
brought  about  in  a  great  measure  by  the  continuous  fall  in  the 
exchange  value  of  silver,  the  reasons  generally  assigned  for  the  low 
price  of  the  metal  being  depression  in  India  and  short  purchases  by 
the  Indian  and  other  governments.  However,  there  can  be  seen 
the  operation  of  the  general  principle  that  when  exchange  is  un- 
favorable to  one  branch  of  trade  it  is  favorable  to  the  other,  for, 
while  the  value  of  imports  was  greatly  reduced  in  1908,  the  exports 
were  relatively  well  maintained. 

According  to  the  Chinese  Imperial  maritime  customs  the  total 
foreign  trade  of  China  in  1908  amounted  to  $446,039,786,  a  decrease 
of  $101,787,579  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  imports 
were  valued  at  $266,210,524,  against  $338,966,613  in  1907,  and  the 
exports  amounted  to  $179,829,261  in  comparison  with  $208,860,751 
in  the  preceding  twelve  months.  The  imports  from  the  United 
States,  mcluding  Hawaii,  in  1908  were  valued  at  $26,809,707, 
against  $29,153,746  in  1907.  The  exports  to  the  United  States, 
including  Hawaii,  according  to  Chinese  statistics,  amounted  to 
$16,485,638  in  1908,  nearly  $6,000,000  less  than  in  1907. 

IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS,  BY  COUNTRIES. 

The  values  of  the  direct  imports  from,  including  goods  for  reexport, 
and  the  direct  exports  of  Chinese  produce  to  each  of  the  leading 
countries  during  1907  and  1908  were  as  follows: 


Country. 


United  States,  including  Hawaii 

Austria-Hungary 

Belgium 

British  India 

Canada 

Dutch  Indies 

France 

French  Indo-China 

Germany 

Hongkong 

Italy.. .T. 

Ji^Min,  including  Formosa 

Miofto 

Netherlands 

Russia 

United  ElnKdom 

Other  countries 

Total 


Imports. 


1907. 


$29,153,746 

1,205,515 

8,359,028 

26,001,388 

802,905 

4,848,037 

2,495,315 

7,271,286 

13,251,460 

122,057,193 

480,962 

45,394,514 

4,616,852 

1,041,637 

731,547 

61,274,533 

8,990,605 


338,966,613 


1908. 


$26,809,707 

738,938 

5,492,423 

19,824.255 

781,729 

4,150,300 

1,562,247 

1,746,679 

9,125,600 

97,663,995 

380,540 

34,125,624 

3,784,558 

830,714 

5,623,928 

47,164,585 

6,454,802 


266,210,524 


Exports. 


1907. 


$21,012,151 

618,199 

3,143,134 

2,511,960 

554,158 

411,916 

24,220,282 

1,343,060 

4,826,264 

71,806,883 

6,350,078 

31,064,206 

3,323,492 

863,443 

13,588,947 

9,565,029 

13,635,570 


208,860,751 


1908. 


$15,485,638 

703,082 

2,852,073 

2,658,572 

746,280 

432,393 

20,883,975 

1,516,548 

4,611,015 

60,670,175 

6.401,930 

24,127,966 

2,871,963 

1,356,433 

19,213,100 

8,160,618 

8,137,492 


179,829,361 
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CAUSES   OF  FALLING  OFF  IN   IMPORTS. 

Because  of  the  variation  in  the  exchange  value  of  silver  during 
1907  and  1908,  estimates  given  in  taels  are  much  better  indexes  of  the 
actual  value  of  China's  foreign  trade  than  are  the  estimates  given  in 
gold  dollars,  inasmuch  as  the  loss  of  the  purchasing  power  of  silver 
does  not  neariy  assume  the  proportion  indicated  by  the  decline  of  its 
gold  value  and  as  silver  is  the  general  medium  of  exchange.  The 
average  value  of  the  haikwan  tael  was  79  cents  gold  in  1907  and  65 
cents  m  1908,  and  this  difference  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  comparing 
the  trade  of  the  two  years.  The  depreciation  of  copper  coins,  due  in 
general  to  the  excessive  output  of  the  mints,  presented  another  serious 
obstacle  to  the  free  interchange  of  foreign  and  native  commodities. 
The  value  of  these  coins  fell  until,  at  the  close  of  1908,  $1  Mexican,  or 
40  cents  gold,  exchanged  for  135  copper  cents  (10-cash  pieces)  at 
Hankow,  for  126  at  Shanghai,  and  for  128  at  ChefoOj  while  the  rates 
reported  from  the  southern  maritime  provinces  varied  from  110  to 
117. 

The  absence  of  demand  for  foreign  goods  in  the  face  of  a  rather  satis- 
factory export  trade  may  be  explained  by  other  causes  as  well.  One 
poweitul  factor  was  the  aevelopment  of  native  industries,  and  another 
was  the  price  of  rice,  which  ruled  high  during  the  first  half  of  the  year 
in  spite  of  the  good  harvests  of  1907  and  the  continued  importations 
from  Indo-China.  The  price  of  rice  is  one  of  the  most  important 
factors  regulating  China's  capacity  to  buy,  for  if  rice  is  cheap  there  is 
more  money  avaflable  for  luxuries,  and  if  it  is  hi^h  there  is  less.  The 
latter  half  of  the  year,  however,  saw  a  great  improvement  in  this 
respect.  The  retail  price  of  the  best  Kiangsi  rice  at  Shanghai  be^an 
to  fall  in  August,  1908,  and  continued  steadily  downward  until  in 
April,  1909,  it  was  over  40  per  cent  less. 

JBut  while  according  full  value  to  all  the  other  various  reasons  for 
the  prevaiUng  commercial  depression,  it  would  probably  not  be  far 
wrong  to  recognize,  in  the  reduced  surplus  of  imports  over  exports,  a 
natural  and  healthy  effort  to  readjust  expenditure  to  income.  Dur- 
ing the  Russo-Japanese  war  the  market  was  overstocked  with  foreign 
goods,  and  long  alter  the  end  of  the  war  imports  were  largely  in  excess 
of  market  requirements,  and  were  eventually  disposed  ofonly  with 
difficulty  and  loss. 

IMPORTS   BY  ABTIGLES. 


The  principal  items  among  the  imports  during  1907  and  1908  are 
shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Asbestos 

Bags 

Brass  ware ,  etc 

Candles 

Carriages,  bicycles,  etc. . 

China  ware,  etc 

Clocks  and  watches 

Clothing  and  iiats 

Coal 

Confectionery 

Cordage 

Copper,  and  manuCao- 

niTBs  of 

Cotton,  manufoctures  of: 

Blankets 

Cambrics,  Iawns,etc. 


1907. 


S39,483 
838,956 
455,738 
480,501 
355,782 
436,165 
851,631 
1,583,756 
6,663,725 
111,770 
114,909 

3.602,630 

244,804 
206,489 


1908. 


$42,445 
975,715 
403,000  ; 
582,205 
244,530 
250,350  I 
384,800  ! 
1,079,000  i 
5,424,250  I 
125,385  I 
81,640  ' 

4, 119, 700  I 

95,745  I 
168,090  I 


Articles. 


Cotton,    manutactures 
of —Continued. 

Chintzes,  etc 

Drills,  etc 

Flannel , 

Handkerchiefs 

Jeans , 

Lastings 

Sheetings. 

Shirtings 

Thread 

Towels 

Yam 

Dves,  colors,  and  paint. I 
Fish  and  fish  products. 


1907. 


$1,332,890 

2,150,049 

1,042,351 

192,270 

1,156,386 

15,944,018 

2,805,253 

20,192,628 

608.004 

624,990 

45,390,955 

7,330,688 

6,613,790 


Flour I    11,365,225  1 


1906. 


$576,550 

2,512,250 

1,238,250 

133,706 

2,005,900 

10,249,200 

2,231,460 

18,134,350 

560,400 

377,000 

29,442,400 

4,500,800 

5,012,800 

4,506,li» 
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Articles. 


Fruit 

Puiniture,  etc 

Qlnseng 

Qlass  and  glassware 

Haberdashery 

Hosleiy 

Iron  aod  steel,  manii- 
fboturesof: 
Bar  Iron 


Cutlery,etc 

Hardware , 

HOMM , 

Macnlnery,  etc 

Nan  rod 

Nails  and  rivets 

Pig,  etc 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Plate  cuttings 

Rails 

Railway  plant,  etc. . 

Scales  and  balances. 

Sheets,  etc 

Stoves,  etc 

Wire 

Lamps,  etc 

Lead,  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Leather,  and  manufiEic- 
turesof: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Other 


1907. 


$467,465 

750,070 

1,340,810 

1,301,090 

450,078 

423,218 


625.089 

13,755 
132,430 
841.870 

77,832 

4,791,037 

360,788 

522.207 

70,130 

455.022 

506.843 

184.063 

10,130,578 

31.045 

1.226,147 

231,604 

207,507 

502,611 

810,063 


150,846 
1,858,056 


1008. 


$372,320 
551,720 
430,560 
010,650 
385,775 
336,060 


625,170 

12.350 

73,450 

651,050 

03.860 

4.310,000 

3:^,025 

576,000 

50,150 

640,025 

420,000  1 

429,300 

8,3(^1,100 

34,906 

on,  100 

108,610 

231.140 

536,152 

823,615 


284,440 
1,611,805 


Articles. 


Medicines 

Musical  instruments: 

Automatic 

Pianos,  etc 

Oils  etc.: 

Bencene,  etc 

Kerosene 

Lubricating 

Opiiun 

Paper,  etc 

Prmting  material,  etc. 
Provisions: 

Butter  and  cheese, 

Condensed  milk.. 

Rice 

Seeds 

Soap 

Stationery 

Stores,  household 

Sugar 

Timber 

Tobacco,  cigars,  etc. . . 

Varnish 

Woolen  goods: 

Blankets  and  rugs . 

Camlets 

Cloth 

Flannel 

AU  other  articles 

Total 


1907. 


$1,701,705 


838,066,613 


1006. 


$1,366,300 


10,480 

8,170 

126,066 

70.860 

40,062 

45,435 

15,035,170 

17,761,000 

178,333 

248,326 

22,774,643 

22,246,050 

2,630.662 

2.364,060 

144,270 

150.835 

280,624 

363,740 

283,006 

278,135 

27,104,614 

17,276.350 

311,850 

256,320 

1,007,740 

806,700 

604.406 

476,006 

3,442,038 

1,541,800 

10,324,228 

12,870,660 

4,854,610 

3,114,403 

4.601,506 

4.603,850 

73,645 

70,007 

360,606 

06,778 

362,107 

202,240 

679,317 

634,300 

21,416 

23,140 

70,426.066 

50,557,208 

266,210,624 


FEATURES  OF  IMPORT  TRADE. 


The  accumulations  of  stocks  of  cotton  goods  in  the  Shanghai  ware- 
houses^ resulting  from  the  overstocking  of  1905,  are  now  (usposed  of 
and  the  supply  on  hand  is  normal.  Trade  in  this  branch  of  imports  is 
steadily  improving,  and  the  usual  number  of  orders  are  again  being 
placed  in  America  tor  cotton  goods,  though  the  foreim  importers  are 
acting  conservatively.     Imports  or  cotton  yam  declined  60.000,000 

1)ounas  as  compared  with  tne  amount  imported  in  1907,  reacning  the 
owest  figure  since  1900.  This  decrease  is  to  a  considerable  extent  at- 
tributable to  the  output  of  native  cotton  mills.  Woolen  and  cotton 
mixtures  were  less  by  one-half  in  respect  of  quantity  and  by  $1,075,810 
in  value.  Metals,  with  a  total  value  of  over  $14,400,000  against 
$15,800,000  in  1907,  showed  increases  in  quantity,  however,  with  the 
exception  of  iron  sheets  and  plates,  old  iron,  and  tinned  plates.  Copper 
ingots  and  slabs  increased  8,800,000  pounds. 

Among  the  articles  classed  as  sundries  in  the  customs  reports, 
kerosene  oil  was  the  only  item  that  conspicuously  increased  in  quantity. 
There  was  an  increase  of  more  than  26,000,000  gallons  in  the  importa- 
tion of  the  American  product  alone,  Che  1908  imports  being  121,743,000 
gallons  as  comparea  with  95,565,000  gallons  in  1907.  The  total 
amount  imported  in  1908  was  186,000,000  gallons,  against  161,000,000 
gallons  in  1907.  There  were  also  increases  of  over  2,000,000  gallons 
m  imports  of  Russian  oil  and  of  4,500,000  gallons  in  Sumatra  kero- 
sene. These  were  partly  offset,  however,  by  a  fall  of  some  8,000,000 
gallons  in  Borneo  oil.  There  was  a  large  import  of  lubricating  oil  re- 
sulting from  the  increase  in  steam  shipping  on  the  coast  of  China  and 
the  many  industrial  undertakings  in  which  machinery  is  now  em- 
ployed. The  imports  m  1906  were  276,823  gallons;  in  1907,  784,727 
gallons;  and  in  1908,  1,301,840  gallons,  valued  at  $248,326. 
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Imports  of  foodstuflPs  decreased  in  volume  but  not  so  markedly  in 
value.  The  imports  of  flour  for  1908  amounted  to  1 1 7,050  tons,  valued 
at  $4,505,150  gold,  the  corresponding  figures  for  1907  being  294,250 
tons,  valued  at  $11,365,225.  A  declme  of  104,150  tons  in  sugar,  not 
apparently  made  up  for  by  increased  movements  of  the  native  article, 
would  seem  to  indicate  a  smaller  margin  for  luxuries,  as  would  also 
the  fall  of  over  50  per  cent  in  watches  and  clocks,  and  more  than  50 
per  cent  in  household  stores.  Building  materials  were  all  noticeably 
reduced.  Much  of  the  soft-wood  timber,  which  in  1908  amounted  to 
over  131,000,000  square  feet  with  a  value  of  $2,170,000,  is  American 
pine  and  comes  from  the  Pacific  slope  of  the  United  States.  Of  rail- 
way materials  Dairen  (Dalny)  took  the  principal  share,  $3,770,000, 
while  smaller  quantities  went  to  Tientsin,  Hankow,  Chinkiang,  Shang- 
hai, Canton,  and  Mengtsz,  the  total  value,  $8,381,100,  being  slightly 
below  the  1907  figures.  The  imports  of  Formosa  tea  at  Amoy  were 
again  less  than  in  the  preceding  year,  but  this  trade  is  not  yet  wholly 
extinct.    Much  of  this  tea,  or  $350,000  worth,  was  reexported. 

EXPORTS   BY   ARTICLES. 

The  value  of  exports  to  foreign  countries  in  1908  was  276,660,000 
haikwan  taels,  or  an  increase,  compared  with  the  silver  value  in  1907, 
of  12,500,000  taels.    When  expressed  in  gold,  however,  this  increase  • 
becomes  a  loss  of  $29,031,490,  owing  to  the  variation  in  the  exchange 
rate  of  silver. 

The  value  of  the  exports  of  domestic  produce  from  China  during 
1907  and  1908,  by  articles,  was  as  follows: 


ArUoks. 


Animals,  Uve. . . 

Bamboo,  etc 

Bean  cake 

Beans , 

Braid,  straw 

Bristles 

Camphor 

China  ware,  etc. 

Cotton,  raw 

Eggs 

Feathers,  fowls.. 

Fibers 

Firecrackers,  etc. 

Fruit 

Furs 

Grass  cloth 

Mats 

MaUing 

Medicines 

Minerals 

Musk 

Nankeens 

Nutgalls 

Oils 

Opium 

Paper 

Provisions,  etc... 
Rice 


1907. 


006,368 

963,761 

127,165 

580,780 

336,083 

:J53,181 

» 41,205 

33,100 

»8,192 

91,199 

92,240 

104,721 

v26,447 

717,636 

529,050 

738,605 

721,852 

27,288 

[)4,835 

118,109 

691,770 

931,846 

773,513 

891,925 

198,305 

669,781 

810,062 

390,306 


1908. 


$2,746,360 

879,125 

9,280,150 

5,905,510 

4,887,025 

1,861,750 

552,565 

1,037,400 

6,724,250 

1,234,805 

640,350 

1,545,219 

2,643,550 

1,428,011 

316,432 

960,700 

740,220 

2,327,000 

1,706.510 

4,412.162 

408,200 

833,300 

616,655 

4,022,200 

592,930 

2,235,350 

3,453,970 


Articles. 


Seeds , 

Silk,  and  manufactures 
of: 
Raw- 
White 

White,    steam 

filature 

Wild 

Yellow 

Cocoons 

Piece  goods 

Pongees 

Refuse 

Waste 

other 

Skins  and  hides 

Suffar 

Tallow 

Tea: 

Black 

Brick 

Green 

Tobacco 

Wood  and  timber,  etc. . 

Wool 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1907. 


$4,134,902 


14,065,526 

30.847,406 
4,971,417 
3,749,629 
1,027,057 
8,375,966 
1,835,674 

421,879 
4,297,418 

754,392 
10,562,210 

313,647 
1,666,221 

12,293,269 
5,636,056 
7,236,145 
1,980,841 
984,729 
3,737,500 
9,977,532 


208,860,751 


1906. 


16,483,605 


11,514,100 

21,006,700 
4,921,800 
2,940,925 

806,600 
7,371,650 
1,551,550 

475,800 
2,749,175 

554,255 
7,532.148 

652,320 
1,010,743 

9,906,650 
5,021,243 
6,319,300 
1,553,500 
1,121,250 
2,918,622 
19,405,617 


179,829,261 


UNITED   KINGDOM   BUYS   LESS   CHINESE   TEA. 

The  exports  of  tea,  aggregating  210,100,000  pounds,  showed  a 
decrease  of  only  4,533,000  pounds  from  the  exceptionally  high 
figures  of  1907.    The  season  was  not,  however,  generally  profitable. 
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The  low  exchange  gave  an  undue  impetus  to  shipments,  and  there  is 
reason  to  fear  that  the  stocks  of  Chinese  tea  carried  over  from  1908, 
both  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  in  Russia,  will  impede  trade  in 
the  1909  season.  Shipments  to  the  United  States  amounted  to 
27,819,600  poimds.  a  sUght  increase  over  those  of  the  preceding  year. 
The  proportion  or  Chinese  tea  consumed  in  the  United  Kii^dom 
and  in  tne  United  States  during  the  past  three  years  is  shown  in  the 
following  table,  the  quantities  being  stated  in  piculs  (picul=133i 
poimds) : 


United  Kingdom. 

United  States. 

Source. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1906. 

1907. 

1906. 

From  all  sources 

Picuis, 
2,026,035 
42,540 

PUmh, 
2,054,926 
72,966 

PUmh. 
2,065,614 
66,906 

Pieuli. 
670,800 
247,162 

PkuU. 
743.850 
248,526 

Pieult, 
682,000 

From  Chinft, r 

201,074 

The  lost  position  of  China  teas  in  the  market  of  the  United  King- 
dom  may  never  be  recovered,  but  there  are  other  markets  with 
greater  possibihties  to  be  striven  for.  The  whole  of  the  population 
of  America  and  of  continental  Europe,  exclusive  of  Russia,  does  not 
at  present  consume  so  much  tea  as  does  the  United  Kingdom. 

SILK  TRADE   SHOWED  IMPROVEMENT. 

Silk  prices  were  reduced  to  a  low  level  in  the  first  guarter  of  1908, 
and  stocks  were  large,  but  a  smaller  world  crop  and  improved  finan- 
cial conditions  in  the  United  States,  which  is  such  an  excellent  cus- 
tomer for  silk-producing  and  silk-manufacturing  coimtries,  enabled 
stocks  to  be  cleared  oflF,  raised  prices,  and  greatly  improved  the  posi- 
tion of  the  trade  before  the  years  close.  Of  white  silk,  native  reelings, 
the  exports  rose  from  3,807,400  pounds  in  1907  to  4,256,800  pounds 
in  1908.  the  United  States'  share  in  1908  being  976,670  pounds,  but 
steam  nlatures  declined  from  6,706,100  pounds  in  1907  to  6,560,800 

Eounds  in  1908,  owing  to  short  supplies  from  Canton.     Of  steam 
latureSj^22,800  pounds  were  shipped  direct  to  the  United  States  in 
1908.     Wild  silk  advanced  from  3,186,100  pounds  in  1907  to  4,563,100 

gounds  in  1908,  of  which  664,800  pounds  were  received  by  the  United 
tates.  The  cultivation  of  the  oak-feeding  silkworm  in  Manchuria 
is  extending,  and  shipments  of  wild  raw  silk  and  cocoons  from  Man- 
churian  ports  are  increasing. 

Among  exports  classed  in  Chinese  statistics  as  sundries  that  showed 
a  marked  decline  raw  cotton  is  chief,  the  export  of  this  product  having 
fallen  from  131,700,000  pounds  in  1907  to  81,900,000  pounds  in  1908. 
This  cotton  goes  largely  to  Japanese  mills,  where  it  is  manufactured 
into  cloth  to  be  returned  to  China  to  compete  with  the  foreign  and 
Chinese-woven  articles. 


TRADE    WITH  THE   UNITED   STATES. 


The  total  trade  of  the  United  States,  including  Hawaii,  with  China 
rose,  according  to  the  published  Chinese  customs  returns,  from 
63,501,136  haikwan  taels  in  1907  to  65,069,763  taels  in  1908,  an 
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increase  of  1,568,627  taels.  These  figures,  however,  when  converted 
into  gold  at  the  respective  values  of  the  silver  tael  for  those  jeais 
show  an  actual  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  direct  trade  of  $7,870,552, 
$50,165,897  being  the  value  for  1907,  as  compared  with  $42,295,345 
in  1908.  There  was  a  decrease  of  $2,344,039  in  imports  and  $5,526,513 
in  exports. 

Imports  of  cotton  piece  fi;oods  rose  in  value  from  $1,578,737  in 
1907  to  $3,532,675  m  1908,  but  it  can  hardly  be  said  that  they  have 
recovered  from  the  collapse  of  the  earlier  year.  In  1908  the  imports 
of  American  piece  gooas  amounted  to  1,586,000  pieces;  in  1907, 
578,000  pieces;  in  1906,  8,500,000  pieces,  and  in  1905,  12,500,000 
pieces.  The  customs  returns  might  be  searched  in  vain  for  another 
instance  in  which  a  reverse  so  sudden  and  complete  has  befallen  such 
a  leading  branch  of  trade.  The  statistical  secretary  of  the  Chinese 
Imperial  maritime  customs,  in  his  report  for  1908,  states  that  there 
seems  to  be  no  evidence  that  the  Ainerican  goods  have  been  sup- 
planted by  others,  and  no  reason  why  they  should  not  regain  the 
groimd  they  have  lost.  The  imports  during  1908  of  the  principal 
makes  of  plain  cottons  were:  British,  8,993,000  pieces;  Ainerican, 
1,587,000  pieces;  Japanese,  986,000  pieces,  and  Indian,  141,000  pieces. 

Since  1907  the  imports  of  American  flour  have  steadily  decreased. 
The  stocks  of  American  standard  flour  in  Shanghai  for  Chinese  con- 
sumption are  reduced  to  practically  nothing,  and  only  small  amounts 
are  held  for  the  bakeries  supplying  the  foreign  market.  Three  causes 
operated  to  bring  about  this  condition,  first,  the  low  rate  of  exchange, 
which  discouraged  imports  in  all  lines;  second,  the  high  prices  of 
flour  throughout  the  world;  and  third,  the  comparatively  low  price 
of  rice  in  Cmna.  The  use  of  flour  as  food  in  any  considerable  quantity 
by  the  Chinese  depends  in  a  large  measure  upon  its  price  as  compared 
with  the  price  of  rice.  With  rice  cheaper  than  flour  for  the  same 
food  value,  the  Chinese  prefer  rice.  Owing  to  favorable  crops  of  rice 
and  other  cereals  and  the  abundance  of  native  wheat  on  hand  to  sup- 
^  '  the  demands  of  the  native  mills,  it  is  not  anticipated  that  there 

1  be  a  revival  of  the  foreign  flour  trade  in  the  near  future. 


a 


TRANSSHIPMENTS    AT   HONGKONG  CREDITED  TO   UNPTED   KINGDOM. 

All  the  leading  countries  of  origin  shared  in  the  decline  of  imports, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Unitea  States  and  Russia.  In  the  case  of 
the  former  the  partial  revival  in  piece  goods  and  the  increased  im- 
ports of  kerosene  made  up  for  reduced  trade  in  flour,  lumber,  and 
other  articles.  Imports  into  China  from  the  Philippines  fell  from 
$2,035,830  in  1907  to  $1,174,550  in  1908,  while  the  islands  took  in 
1908  only  $113,750  worth  in  return,  an  increase,  however^  of  $35,540. 
The  export  figures  do  not  represent  the  true  state  of  things,  for  the 
Philippmes  are  dependent  to  a  CTeat  extent  on  cattle  from  south 
China,  which  are  transshipped  at  Hongkong,  and  thus  do  not  appear 
as  exports  from  China  to  the  Philippine  Islands.  Tlie  same  may  be 
said  of  rice,  over  $1^500,000  of  which  was  exported  from  Hongkong  to 
the  PhiHppines  during  1908.  There  were  also  exported  large  Quan- 
tities of  provisions,  flour,  sugar,  and  cement.  The  total  declared 
value  of  exports  from  Hongkong  to  the  Philippine  Islands  during 
1908  was  $4,429,313.  Practical^r  all  of  the  articles  exported  were 
produced  originally  in  China. 
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The  value  of  the  trade  of  China  with  the  United  States  and  the 
Philippine  Islands,  and  also  with  Great  Britain  and  its  possessions,  is 
shown  in  the  following  table: 


Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1907. 

$29,153,746 
2.086,880 

1906. 

1907.         ' 

$21,012,151 
78,210 

1908. 

UnUed  states 

$26,809,707 
1,174,660 

$15,486,638 

PbUlppiBe  Islands 

113,760 

Total 

31,180,670 

27,984,267 

21,090,361  1 

15,599,388 

Great  Britain 

61,274,633 

122,967,193 

26,001,388 

6,829,370 

47,164,686 

97,663,996 

19,824,265 

4,821,722 

9,665,029 

71,808,883  1 

2,611,969  1 

3,962,662 

8,160.618 

Hongkong 

India.....  

Other  British  poasesfiiona 

69,670,176 
2,658,672 
3,363,660 

Total 

216,062,484 

169,474,557 

87,848,533 

73,852,934 

The  inaccuracy  which  results  from  the  practice  of  crediting  to 
Hongkong  all  merchandise  that  passes  through  that  port  should 
always  be  borne  in  mind,  otherwise  the  discrepancy  between  American 
and  Chinese  fibres  is  hopelessly  confusing.  It  is  estimated  that  40 
per  cent  of  Chma's  foreign  trade  consists  of  transshipments  at  Hong- 
kong, which  are  thus  credited  to  the  British  Empire,  though,  in  fact, 
they  should  be  divided  with  the  United  States  and  other  countries. 

DECLARED   EXPORTS   TO   THE    UNITED   STATES. 

There  is  a  wide  discrepancy  between  the  figures  representing  the 
export  trade  to  the  United  States  as  compiled  by  Cninese  officials 
and  those  prepared  at  the  various  American  consulates  throughout 
the  Empire.  The  total  of  the  declared  exports  to  America,  including 
the  Philippines,  in  1908,  was  $30,813,226,  according  to  the  American 
figures,  but  only  $15,485,638  according  to  the  Chinese.  A  similar 
variation  exists  m  the  totals  for  1907.  This  trade  was  divided  among 
the  different  consulates  as  follows: 


District. 


Amoy 

Canton 

Chefoo 

Fooohow.. 
Hankow.. 
Hongkong. 


1907. 


1264,663 

6,788,112 

131,118 

619,519 

2,028,744 

8,962,197 


1906. 


159, 

6,793. 

132, 

493, 

2,050, 

7,244, 


District. 


Shanghai.. 
Tientsin . . . 
Tslngtau... 

Total 


1907. 


115,247,816 

6,010,384 

786,607 


40,836,1% 


1906. 


f9. 416, 428 

3,906,866 

657,708 


30,813,226 


EXPORTS   DECREASE   HEAVILY. 


There  was  a  decrease  of  $10,021,924  in  the  exports  to  the  United 
States  according  to  the  American  figures.  Shipments  of  antimony 
increased  $125,153  over  the  1907  exports,  and  rice  gained  $260,520, 
with  minor  increases  in  other  items;  but  these  could  not  offset  a  loss 
of  $2,357,729  in  goatskins,  $1,687,548  in  tea,  $907,894  in  raw  silk, 
$799,676  in  wool,  and  other  large  decreases.    The  value  of  the  prin- 
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cipal  articles  declared  for  export  to  the  United  States  through  the 
various  consulates  in  1907  and  1908  appears  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Albumen 

Antimony 

Braids,  straw 

Bristles 

Camphor 

Cassia 

CatUe 

Cement 

Clothing,  Chinese 

Earthenware  and  glass- 
ware  

Fireworks 

Flour 

Furs,  dressed  and  un- 
dressed  

Hair: 

Horse 

Human 

other 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cow  and  calf 

Goat 

Sheep 

other 

Iron,  pig 

Jute 


1907. 


$196,452 
59,035 

1,501,914 
931,507 
449,333 
518,767 
863,088 
233,513 
271,496 

171,631 
674,703 
256,275 

219,843 

101,806 

58,448 

527 

419,018 

3,990,232 

341,376 

42,622 
153,837 

73,396 


1908. 


$72,999 
184,188 
1,097,460 
490,719 
15,149 
323,102 
266,710 
378,130 
196,524 

60,587 
380,795 
272,435 

86,060 

95,496 
140,495 
10,385 

177,092 
1,632,503 
66,251 
27,947 
36,099 

101,642 


Articles. 


Matting 

Oils: 

Nut 

Peanut 

Other 

Pills,  antiopium 

Provisions 

Rice 

Rugs  and  robes,  skin: 

Dogskin 

Goatskin 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

WUd 

Piece  goods 

Pongees 

Waste 

Other 

Sugar 

Tea 

Whie 

Wool 

Returned  American  goods. 
All  other  articles 


1907. 


Total 40,836,150 


$1,944,384 

602,202 
233,309 
105,206 
398,543 
1,386,489 
1,802,165 

158,314 
108,763 

10,256,746 
222,607 
143,297 
124,422 
186,034 
1,044 
103,759 

4,841,623 
133,344 

3,411,279 
515,963 

2,725,767 


1906. 


$1,420,665 

770,460 

192,968 

50,367 

6,233 

1,042,123 

2,062,685 

81,616 
77,813 

9,348,852 

464,881 

92,546 

212,675 

124,806 

1,601 

163,884 

3,154,075 

60,422 

2,611,608 

94,997 

2,667,046 


30,818,296 


AMERICAN   SHIPPING  LESS   THAN   TWO   PER  CENT  OP  TOTAL. 

The  total  tonnage  of  all  steamers,  sailing  vessels,  and  junks  that 
entered  and  cleared  at  the  various  ports  in  China  under  the  cognizance 
of  the  Chinese  customs  during  1908  was  83,991,289  tons,  the  highest 
on  record,  and  3,881,865  tons  ahead  of  the  total  for  1907.  However, 
the  number  of  vessels  decreased  by  10,327.  Tonnage  under  the 
American  flag  in  1908  decreased  47,124  tons,  and,  with  a  total  of 
998,755  tons,  was  only  1.10  per  cent  of  the  whole.  In  1907  the  per- 
centage was  1.30.  Tonnage  under  the  British  flag  increased  1,089,- 
143  tons,  aggregating  34,405,761  tons  in  1908,  or  41  per  cent  of 
the  whole,  wnile  the  Japanese  tonnage  aggregated  18,055,138  tons, 
or  21.5  per  cent,  a  gain  of  2,456,925  tons  over  1907.  French  shipping 
increased  360,000  tons,  principaJlv  at  the  Yangtze  ports,  while  vessels 
of  the  foreign  type  owned  by  Chinese  gained  400,000  tons.  There 
was  an  oversupply  of  tonnage  in  China  as  elsewhere  and  freight  rates 
were  low.  Consequently  the  year  as  a  whole  was  unprofitable.  The 
extension  or  at  least  the  maintenance  of  the  Amencan  flag  on  the 
commercial  waterways  of  the  Far  East,  in  view  of  the  future  great 
commerce  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  is  a  matter  of  urgent  necessity,  if  for 
no  other  reason  than  that  healthy  competition,  which  goes  so  far  to 
insure  fair  treatment  at  the  hands  of  trade  rivals,  may  oe  preserved. 

PROORESS  MADE   BY  RAILWAYS   DURING  THE  YEAR. 

While  railways  received  considerable  attention  durir^  1908,  no 
remarkable  progress  was  made  in  construction.  On  the  South  Man- 
churia Railway,  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Japanese,  the  standard- 
ization of  the  gage  was  completed  in  May,  1908,  the  Une  at  the  same 
time  having  l^n  doubled  lor  a  distance  of  238  miles  from  Dairen 
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(Dalny).  Work  on  the  Tientsin-Pukow  line  did  not  get  beyond 
the  stage  of  sitrvey  in  1908,  but  the  spring  of  1909  found  construction 
work  advancing  slowly.  March,  1908,  saw  the  opening  of  rail  com- 
munication between  Oiinkiang  and  Nanking,  so  tnat  the  latter  place 
can  now  be  reached  from  Shanghai  in  7i  hours.  In  August  of  the 
same  year  Nanking  was  connected  with  the  river  by  a  short  line, 
which  will  be  extended  eventually  to  Wuhu.  About  the  middle  of  the 
year  the  Kaifen^-Honanfu  line  was  completed.  Twenty  miles  of 
the  Kiangsu  Railway,  from  Shanghai  to  Simgkiang,  were  opened  in 
April,  1908^  and  the  remaining  portion  to  Fengking,  37  mues  from 
Shanghai,  is  about  completed.  The  Chekiang  Railway,  which  is 
to  join  the  Kiangsu  line  at  Fengking,  is  completed  between  Hang- 
chow  and  Kashing.  On  the  Canton- JEankow  Ime  traffic  was  opened 
at  the  end  of  1908  to  a  point  45  miles  distant  from  Canton.  Nothing 
was  done  on  the  proposed  lines  from  Wuhu  to  Kwangtehchow,  from 
Hankow  to  Chengtu,  and  from  Amoy  to  Changchow,  while  on  the 
line  from  Sunning  to  Yeimdcong  work  advanced  but  slowly.  The 
first  section  of  the  Tonkin-Yunnan  line,  extending  44  miles  from 
the  French  frontier  into  China,  was  opened  on  June  1,  1908,  and 
trains  are  now  running  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Mengtsz. 

Manv  new  railway  enterprises  are  under  consideration,  among 
others  being  lines  from  Yunnan  to  Szechuan,  from  Yunnan  to  Hunan, 
from  Yunnan  to  Burma,  from  Pakhoi  to  Nanning,  and  from  Foochow 
to  Nanking.  No  definite  steps  have  been  taken  in  the  matter  of  the 
Qbefoo-Weihsien  line.  The  line  from  Antimg  to  Mukden  is  to  be 
widened  to  standard  gage,  and  a  bridge  buflt  across  the  Yalu  to 
connect  with  the  Korean  railways.  Tne  Peking-Kalgan  line,  the 
only  line  constructed  with  Chinese  capital  and  by  Chinese  engineers, 
is  in  operation  as  far  as  the  Great  Wall  at  Nankow  Pass,  and  is  being 
steadily  extended  into  Mongolia  toward  Kalgan.  With  the  estab- 
lishment by  the  Japanese  of  the  Shanghai-Dairen  direct  steamer 
service,  which  is  operated  in  connection  with  the  Trans-Siberia  and 
South  Manchuria  express  trains,  Shanghai  is  now  distant  but  sixteen 
days  from  London. 

TELEGRAPH   BATES   REDUCED — POSTAL   ROUTES   EXTENDED. 

The  Chinese  Imperial  telegraph  lines  were  added  to  during  1908  by 
the  recovery  from  Japan  of  the  lines  in  southern  Manchuria  outside 
the  reserve  of  the  South  Manchuria  Railway.  The  submarine  cable 
connecting  the  leased  territory  of  Kwangtung  with  Chefoo  became, 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  same  convention,  a  joint  undertaking 
between  the  two  Grovemments.  During  the  year  the  Imperial  tele- 
graph system  was  extended  in  several  other  districts,  the  most 
notable  extension  being  the  new  line  connecting  Newchwang  with 
Antung.  The  schedule  of  charges  throughout  China  proper  were 
reduced  20  per  cent  as  compared  with  former  rates,  wnile  in  Man- 
churia the  reduction  was  50  per  cent. 

The  year  1908  saw  the  improvement  of  the  Chinese  Imperial  postal 
organization,  the  betterment  of  interprovincial  communication,  and 
the  establishment  of  a  courier  service  working  day  and  night.  The 
postal  routes  now  cover  80,000  miles,  of  wnich  68,000  miles  are 
courier  lines.  The  number  of  post-offices  open  in  1901  was  176. 
There  were  2,803  open  in  1907,  and  3,493  in  1908.    The  number  of 
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postal  articles  handled  in  1901  was  10,000,000;  in  19Q7,  the  number 
was  168,000,000,  and  in  1908,  252,000,000.  The  parcels  dealt  with 
in  1901  numbered  127,000,  in  1907,  1,920,000,  and  m  1908,  2,445,000. 
The  value  of  the  money  orders  issued  in  1908  showed  a  correeponding 
increase  over  that  in  1907. 

MINING  ACTIVITIES  OP  THE  TEAR. 

The  mining  industry  continues  to  improve,  although  a  draft  of 
mining  regulations,  submitted  to  the  foreign  representatives  at  Peking 
by  the  Chmese  Government,  was  unacceptable. 

The  ore  used  at  the  Hanyang  Iron  and  Steel  Works  is  procured  at 
the  Tayeh  mines.  These  mines,  situated  70  miles  from  the  plant, 
are  about  18  miles  inland  from  the  Yangtze  River,  with  which  they 
are  connected  by  rail.  Vast  quantities  of  the  ore  are  available  and 
easily  procurable.  The  coke  used  at  these  works  is  derived  from  coal 
mined  at  Pinghsiang,  Hunan  Province,  where  it  is  found  in  abun- 
dance. Modem  methods  are  employed  in  mining  it  as  well  as  in  con- 
veying it  the  360  miles  to  the  steel  works.  The  iron  mines,  coal  mines, 
and  steel  plant  all  belong  to  one  concern,  which-  employs  20,000 
Chiaese.  Twenty  Europeans  are  employed  at  the  steel  plant  and  15 
at  the  mines.  During  1908  the  output  of  pig  iron  was  66,000  tons, 
and  of  steel  200  tons  per  day. 

The  1908  output  of  the  Fangtze  mines  of  the  Shantung  Mining  Com- 
pany was  222,450  tons  of  coal  as  compared  with  145,000  tons  in  1907; 
at  their  Poshan  mines  56,600  tons  were  mined,  as  compared  with 
34,200  tons  in  the  preceding  year.  The  daily  output  of  tne  Fangtze 
mines  is  now  1,000  tons,  and  of  the  Poshan  mines  400  tons.  In  the 
latter  part  of  1908  this  company  established  an  agency  at  Shanghai 
and  commenced  selling  its  washed  lump  in  that  market.  At  Hung- 
shan  the  company  produced  a  coal  of  CfardifF  standard,  for  which  the 
German  navy  has  made  a  contract  of  15,000  tons.  A  washing  plant 
is  now  being  erected  there,  which  will  be  in  operation  about  August, 
1909,  after  which  time  the  output  is  expected  to  reach  600  tons  per 
day. 

COMPETITION   IN   GHIHLI   PROVINCE. 

The  Chinese  Mining  and  Engineering  Company,  whose  three  col- 
lieries are  near  Tongshan  in  Chmli  Provmce,  sold  959,000  tons  of  coal 
during  1908;  the  mines  have  a  capacity  of  1,250,000  tons  per 
annum.  These  mines  are  furnished  with  modem  ecjuipment.  A 
rival  company,  a  purely  Chinese  concern,  has  been  established  recently 
in  the  same  neld,  and  is  meeting  with  success.  The  Peking  Syndicate 
mines  in  Honan  and  the  Ching  Ching  mines  in  Shansi  are  competing 
in  the  markets  of  North  China,  furnishing  a  fair  variety  of  anthracite. 
The  Peking-Kalian  railway  line  taps  a  ricn  coal  field  near  Kalgan,  and 
the  branch  of  this  line  extending  to  the  Men-tou-kou  mines  is  already 
in  operation.  A  Chinese  company  is  attempting  to  secure  funds  for 
working  the  coed  and  iron  mmes  in  Shansi.  The  operation  of  the 
Kiangpei  coal  and  iron  mines  in  Szechuan  is  bemg  delayed  by 
various  causes. 

The  South  Manchuria  Railway  Company  has  pushed  forward  with 
great  energy  development  work  on  the  Fushim  coal  mines.  Extensive 
additions  to  the  equipment  of  the  mines  more  than  doubled  the 
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output.  At  the  beginning  of  1908  the  daily  output  was  500  tons, 
whereas  by  the  end  of  the  year  it  reached  1,200  tons.  These  coal 
mines  constitute  one  of  the  chief  assets  of  the  South  Manchuria 
Railway  Company. 

Practically  nothing  has  been  accomplished  during  the  year  in  the 
development  of  gold,  silver,  or  copper  mines  throughout  the  Empire. 

DEVELOPING   NATIVE   INDUSTRIES. 

The  vigorous  condition  of  the  export  trade  and  the  progress  which 
is  being  made  in  the  establishment  of  manufacturing  industries  augur 
well  for  China's  future.  In  1908,  Shanghai  distributed  to  the  outports 
46,600,000  poimds  of  cotton  yam  from  local  mills,  valued  at 
$5,701,800  gold,  or  some  88  per  cent  more  than  in  1907;  while  the 
distribution  of  flour  from  Shanghai  mills  to  the  outports  was  50,212 
tons,  valued  at  $1,766,050  gold,  or  28  per  cent  more  than  in  1907. 
Great  activity  was  manifes^d  at  Hankow,  especially  in  the  produc- 
tion of  iron  and  steel.  By  virtue  of  its  natural  resources  and  the 
character  of  its  people  China  is  destined  to  attain  a  high  position  as 
an  industrial  nation,  though  the  retention  of  primitive  methods  of 
production  in  the  face  of  formidable  foreign  competition  is  endanger- 
ing the  tea  and  silk  trades.  Many  manumctures  now  imported  from 
America  and  Europe  will  before  long  be  produced  in  China,  but  while 
trade  in  certain  varieties  of  goods  will  decline,  there  will  be  compen- 
sation in  the  increased  demand  for  articles  of  an  entirely  different 
nature,  for,  by  developing  its  own  resources,  China  will  increase  its 
purchasing  power. 

While  tnere  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  general  and  ultimate  effects 
will  be  good,  the  determined  campaign  against  the  cultivation  of  the 
poppy,  which  has  been  conducted  during  the  past  year,  must  affect 
trade  for  a  time,  especially  in  the  opium-growing  Provinces.  The 
total  annual  income  from  the  poppy  is  estimated  at  $65,000,000.  The 
immediate  suppression  of  the  use  of  opium  is  the  policy  in  13  of  the 
21  Provinces,  where  it  is  promised  that  the  production  of  the  poppy 
will  entirely  cease  in  1909,  while  in  the  other  Provinces  the  eradica- 
tion of  the  evil  is  to  consume  one  or  two  years  longer.  In  this  con- 
nection it  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  customs  regulation,  assented 
to  by  all  the  treaty  powers,  which  became  operative  on  January  1, 
1909,  ijrohibits  entirely  the  importation  of  morphia  and  instruments 
for  its  injection. 

HOW  TO   HANDLE   THE   CHINESE   TRADE. 

Except  between  ports  where  steamer  transportation  is  available, 
traffic  has  manv  difficulties  to  contend  with,  and  it  is  therefore  im- 
portant that  all  goods  intended  for  remote  parts  should  be  strongly 
packed  and  all  machinery  liable  to  rust  rrom  exposure  to  water 
should  be  well  coated  with  some  anticorrosive.  When  such  goods 
arrive  in  bad  condition  the  blame  is  invariably  thrown  on  the  foreign 
manufacturer,  and  the  placing  of  future  orders  is  thereby  affected. 
When  machines  of  any  description  are  sent  out  in  parts,  these  parts 
should  all  be  carefully  marked,  so  as  to  leave  no  douot  as  to  how  they 
should  be  fitted  together  and  set  up. 

American  manuifacturers  should  be  willing  to  give  longer  credits, 
as  the  Chinese  are  accustomed  to  receive  credits  from  merchants  of 
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other  nationalities,  and  not  to  pay  cash  against  bills  of  lading,  as  is 
usually  demanded  by  Americans.  On  the  other  hand,  any  undue 
augmentation  of  the  amount  of  credit  trade  would  be  unwise,  as  there 
is  already  sufficient  of  it  to  cause  anxiety  in  times  of  stress. 

American  business  methods  and  inteUigence  must  be  applied  to  the 
problems  of  the  American  exporter  if  the  trade  of  the  United  States 
m  China  is  to  be  developed  and  attain  the  position  that  properly 
belong  to  it.  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  interested 
in  this  trade  should  be  brought  to  realize  that  their  interests 
can  best  be  advanced  by  young  American  men.  More  young  Amer- 
icans should  be  sent  to  Cmna  as  representatives  of  the  greater  indus- 
tries and  allowed  to  develop  their  particular  business  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  may  reside.  The  casual  drummer  with  cata- 
logues, figures,  and  a  few  samples  is  not  in  nearly  so  favorable  a  posi- 
tion for  securing  orders  as  the  resident  a^ent  who  is  known  to  the 
community  and  acauainted  with  the  conditions  of  trade.  If  Amer- 
ican capital  could  oe  induced  to  make  permanent  and  substantial 
investments  in  China,  and  if  the  number  of  resident  agents  were 
largely  increased,  the  outlook  for  American  trade  would  to  consider- 
ablv  brightened.  It  is  frequently  mentioned  by  Chinese  merchants 
and  officials  that  Americans  show  small  disposition  to  take  advantage 
of,  or  to  convert  into  material  profit,  the  good  will  which  the  Chinese 
at  large  now  manifest  toward  the  United  States. 

AMOY. 

By  Consul  Julean  H.  Arnold. 

Probably  the  most  noteworthy  event  in  the  trade  of  the  pK)rt  of 
Amoy  during  1908  was  the  passing  of  the  last  vestige  of  the  Formosa 
tea  trade.  Ten  years  ago  practically  all  of  the  17,000,000  poimds  of 
Formosa  tea  annually  exported  to  the  United  States  was  packed  and 
shipped  from  Amoy.  With  the  development  by  the  Japanese  ad- 
ministration of  proper  shipping  facilities  in  the  harbor  of  Kelung, 
Formosa,  it  became  more  economical  to  pack  and  ship  the  tea  director 
from  Formosa  to  the  American  market.  Naturally,  it  required  some 
time  to  effect  the  readjustment,  but  the  year  1908  witnessed  the  final 
shipments  of  Formosa  tea  to  America  through  the  port  of  Amoy. 
The  Japanese  administration  of  Formosa  has  not  only  eliminated 
Amoy  rrom  the  island^s  tea  trade  with  America,  but  it  has  also 
severed  almost  completely  those  strong  commercial  ties  which  for- 
merly boimd  Formosa  to  the  China  coast.  Twelve  years  ago  For- 
mosan  trade  with  Amoy  amounted  to  more  than  $6,000,000  annually, 
whereas  during  1908  it  was  less  than  $600,000. 

In  spite  of  the  loss  which  Amoy  suffered  by  this  diversion  of  For- 
mosa's commerce  to  Japan,  the  trade  conditions  of  this  district  dur- 
ing 1908  were  normal,  being  slightly  better  than  in  1907.  The  gen- 
eral stagnation  in  trade  which  prevailed  throughout  the  Chinese 
Empire  was  scarcely  noticeable  in  Amoy.  The  local  agency  of  the 
Kongkong-Shanghai  Banking  Corporation  reported  that  its  business 
for  the  year  was  considerably  in  excess  of  that  of  previous  years. 
This  may  not  have  been  due  so  much  to  the  prosperous  business  con- 
ditions of  the  port  as  to  a  more  liberal  policy  toward  local  depositors 
on  the  part  of  the  bank. 
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BALANCE   OP  TBADE   APPABENTLT   AGAINST   AMOT. 

While  the  returns  for  the  imports  and  exports  of  Amoy  show  the 
balance  of  trade  to  be  against  the  port,  it  is  not  difficult  to  account  for 
this  fact  when  it  is  considered  that  there  is  an  annual  passenger  traffic 
between  Amoy  and  southern  foreign  colonies  of  more  than  60,000 
Chinese.  The  Hongkong-Shanghai  Banking  Corporation  reports  that 
during  1908  over  $4,000,000  was  remitted  through  its  agencies  by 
Chinese  emigrants  in  the  Straits  Settlements,  Singapore,  and  the 
Philippine  Idands  to  relatives  in  the  Amoy  district,  and  native  banks 
also  carry  on  a  large  exchange  and  brokerage  business  between  the 
Chinese  m  Amoy  and  those  in  the  southern  colonies.  While  the 
60,000  Chinese  leaving  each  year  take  with  them  a  considerable 
amount  of  money,  a  similar  number  returning  bring  with  them  far 
more  than  the  former  take  out. 

The  imports  of  foreign  goods  into  Amoy  during  1908  amounted  to 
$6,360,310,  the  exports  and  reexports  of  native  goods  were  valued  at 
$1,209,938,  and  foreign  goods  worth  $361,156  were  also  reexported. 
The  various  countries  sharine  in  this  commerce  are  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing table  compiled  from  Chinese  official  figures: 


Countrj. 


Gross 

Imports  of 

forelen 

goods. 


Exports 
plus  reex- 
ports of 
native 
goods. 


Reexports 

of  foreign 

goods. 


United  States,  including  Hawaii. . . 

Dutch  Indies 

France 

Germany 

Hongkong 

Ji^mn,  including  Formosa 

Philippine  Islands 

Slam 

Slnnwore,  Straits  Settlements,  etc. 
TonkuitAnnam,  and  Cochin  China 

United  Kingdom 

AU  other  countries 

Total 


S392, 

227^ 

1, 

22, 

489, 

1», 
202, 
24 
25, 


$3, 609 

288,062 

1251,618 

8 

02,801 

50,022 

19^370 

28,458 

59,617 

15,386 

76,160 

1,860 

495,565 

13,441 

1969 

340 

484 

343 

182 

6,360,310 


1,209,938 


361,156 


IMPORTS    BY   ARTICLES. 


With  foreign  imports  aggregating  $6,360,310  and  native  imports 
$3,825,106,  or  a  total  import  trade  of  $10,185,416,  there  was  a  falling 
off  of  $3,129,676  in  imports  as  compared  with  the  $13,315,092  total 
for  1907.  Tne  imports  of  foreign  goods  during  1908,  by  articles,  and 
the  total  imports  of  native  goods  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Value. 


Articles. 


Value. 


Bean  cake,  native 

Beans,  native , 

Birds'  nests 

Breadstuffs: 
Flour- 
Foreign 

Native 

Wheat,  native 

Cigarettes 

Clothing 

Coal 

Cotton,  and  manufactures  of: 
Raw- 
Indian 

Native 


1836, 

1,028, 

31, 


487 
104 
73, 
21 
16, 
67, 


10, 
41, 


Cotton,  and  manufactures  of— Cont'd. 

Drills 

Flannel 

Italians 

Lastings 

Prints 

Shirtings- 
Dyed 

Gray 

White 

T  cloth- 
English 

Japanese 

Turkey  red 

Thread 


14,522 
18,184 
39,035 
45,603 
18,221 

19,145 
71,020 
86,094 

54,394 

2,167 

20,060 

12,271 
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Articles. 


Cotton,  and  maauftetures  of— Cont'd. 

Woven,  fancy 

Yams- 
Foreign 

Native 

Other 

Dyes,  colors,  etc 

Fbh,  and  flsnery  products: 

Beche  de  mer 

Dried  and  salted 

Glass  and  glassware 

Hemp 

Iron  and  steel,  manulisctures  of: 

Iron  and  ironware 

Machinery  and  fittings 

Railway  materials 

Tin  plates 

Lamps  and  parts 

Leather 

Matches 

Medicines: 

Ginseng 

Other 

Mercory 

Metals,  n.  e.  s 

Milk,  condensed 

Mushrooms 

Oil,  kerosene: 

American 

Borneo 

Sumatra 


Value. 


Articles. 


$10,002 

674,161 
64,363 
39,367 
40,238 

70,137 
383,967 
9,313 
11,711  ; 

30,425  j 
9,428 
80,441  [ 
11,604 
17,182 
12.644 
83,826 

80,764  I 
69,326 
13,041  ' 
25,116  I 
20,732  I 
8,605 

327.497  ' 
65,325 
96,265 


Opium 

Paper .-. . . 

Rice: 

Foreign. 

Native 

Soap 

Sugar: 

Refined 

White 

Tea  (Fonnosan,  for  reexport) 

Timber 

Tin  slabs 

Wines  and  malt  liquors: 

Beer 

Wines 

Wool,  manufactures  oft 

Blankets 

Camlets 

Yam 

Other 
Parcels  post. 

AU  other  articles,  both  foreign  and  na- 
tive 


Value. 


11,361,960 
10,154 

783,129 

470,029 

11,841 

33,814 
47,362 

284,969 
7,881 

114,090 

16,222 
27,366 

10,321 
30.674 
14,242 
16,317 
33,505 


Total  foreign  imports 
Total  native  imports 

.     Total  Imports 


Opium  is  one  of  the  largest  single  items  of  import  from  foreign 
countries,  the  supply  coming  from  India.  Persia,  and  Turkey.  Rice 
forms  another  large  item,  being  imported  chiefly  from  Saigon,  Bang- 
kok, and  Rangoon.  Cotton  yam  from  India  and  Japan;  cotton  gooos 
from  England,  America,  and  Japan;  flour  from  America;  kerosene 
oil,  65  per  cent  of  which  was  imported  from  the  United  States;  dried 
fish  from  Japan  and  Saigon;  tea  from  Formosa,  and  tin  slabs  from 
the  Straits  Settlements  were  the  other  principal  imports  from  forei^ 
ports.  From  native  ports,  beans  ana  bean  cake  from  Manchuna 
and  rice  and  flour  from  Shanghai  were  the  chief  items. 

EXPORTS    BY  ARTICLES. 

In  1907  the  exports  from  Amoy  were  valued  at  $2,338,094,  of 
which  $1,603,063  were  taken  by  foreign  countries  and  $735,031  by 
other  Chinese  ports,  and  in  addition  there  were  reexports,  chiefly  tea, 
amounting  to  $971,751.  In  the  following  table  are  shown  the  prin- 
cipal articles  exported  from  Amoy  in  1908: 


Articles. 


Value. 


Bags,  hemp 

Bamboo  and  bamboo  ware. 

Beans 

Bricks  and  tiles 

China  ware 

Fruits,  dried  and  preserved 

Grass  cloth 

Joss  sticks 

Paper 

Provisions  and  vegetables. . 


18,370 
22,225 
37,034 
19,914 
20,571 
21,521 
14,849 
19, 146 
440,451 
19,738 


Articles. 


Value. 


Tea 

Tobacco 

Vermicelli 

Parcels  post •. 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Reexports  of  foreign  goods. 

Grand  total 


182,100 
174,969 
42,276 
167, 171 

119,171 

1,209,938 
361,156 

1,671,094 
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The  bulk  of  the  export  trade  of  Amoy  is  with  the  Chinese  popula- 
tion in  the  Straits  Settlements,  Singapore,  the  Philippine  Islands, 
Java,  and  Formosa,  to  which  places  large  numbers  of  Chinese  from 
this  district  have  emigrated.  The  largest  item  of  export  is  paper, 
of  which  $440,451  worth  was  exported  for  Chinese  consumption 
abroad.  This  paper  is  for  the  most  part  made  of  bamboo  pulp,  the 
better  quality  serving  as  writing  paper  and  the  poorer  quality  for 
wrapping  purposes.  Native  leaf  tobacco  to  the  value  of  $174,959 
was  exported  during  1908  to  Formosa,  an  amount  somewhat  less 
than  that  usually  shipped  to  that  island.  The  Formosan  govern- 
ment tobacco  monopoly  purchases  this  product  for  manufacture 
into  cut  tobacco  for  Chmese  residents.  An  item  of  much  interest  as 
an  article  of  export  is  that  of  bricks  and  tiles.  Amoy  has  the  reputa- 
tion of  producing  the  best  quality  of  bricks  and  tiles  made  in  Cnina. 
With  modem  brickkilns  and  modem  methods  of  manufacture  the 
brick  and  tile  making  industry,  which  is  favored  in  Amoy  with  a 
splendid  quality  of  red  clay,  should  mean  much  to  the  future  indus- 
trial development  of  this  port. 

AMEBICAN  FLOUR  AND  KEROSENE  WELL  LIKED. 

The  one  product  of  which  the  American  trade  seems  to  enjoy  a 
monopoly  in  the  market  of  this  port  is  flour.  Although  the  imports 
of  American  flour  into  Amoy  in  1908  were  $400,000  less  than  those  of 
1907,  this  may  be  accounted  for  by  reason  of  better  crops  of  native 
rice  and  a  scarcity  of  wheat  in  America;  in  other  words,  comparatively 
cheaper  rice  and  dearer  flour  for  1908  as  compared  witn  1907.  Under 
normal  conditions  Amoy  should  import  aoout  200,000  barrels  of 
American  flour  annually. 

Although  American  kerosene  has  never  been  able  to  claim  a  monop- 
oly of  the  trade  here,  the  progressive  business  inethods  of  the  Standard 
Oil  Company  in  south  China  are  rapidly  winning  this  market  for  the 
American  product.  Since  that  company  placed  its  own  men  in  the 
field,  the  sales  of  American  oil  have  increased  more  than  1,000  per 
cent,  and  during  1908  the  American  product  made  up  65  per  cent  of 
the  port's  entire  purchases  of  kerosene,  3,618,146  gallons  being 
imported  from  America,  789,170  gallons  from  Borneo,  and  1,057,290 
gallons  from  Sumatra. 

In  addition  to  flour  and  kerosene  Amoy  imports  from  the  United 
States  considerable  quantities  of  condensed  milk,  tinned  provisions, 
ginseng,  and  cotton  drills.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  amount  of 
these  products  imported  each  year  from  America  for  the  reason  that 
thev  appear  in  the  customs  returns  with  the  imports  from  Hongkong 
and  Shanghai. 

DECLARED  EXPORTS  TO  THE   UNITED  STATES  AND  PHILIPPINES. 

Since  the  diversion  of  the  Formosa  tea  trade  from  Amoy  to  Kelung, 
which  at  one  time  made  an  item  of  $3,000,000  in  the  reexports  from 
this  district  to  the  United  States  and  brought  annually  from  10  to  15 
trans-Pacific  steamers  to  this  port,  the  export  trade  to  the  United 
States  has  fallen  off  until,  in  1908,  the  declared  exports  to  that 
country,  excluding  the  Philippines,  amounted  to  but  $14,921,  as 
18077-c  B 190S-VOL  2 27 
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compared  with  $204,053  in  1907  and  $1,161,537  in  1906.  Lily  bulbs 
formed  $9,251  of  this  total,  tea  $4,002,  household  effects  $788^  and 
miscellaneous  articles  $880.  There  were  2,600,000  bulbs  shipped 
from  this  port  to  the  United  States,  these  bulbs  being  grown  aoout 
40  miles  from  the  city.  The  plant  belongs  to  the  family  of  the 
Amaryllideae,  and  is  exported  simply  as  a  flowering  plant. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  Amoy  to  the  rhiUppine  Islands 
for  1908  was  $44,288,  against  $60,600  in  1907,  but  this  total  is  but  a 
fraction  of  the  aggregate  exports  from  this  port  to  the  islands,  as  a 
large  amount  is  earned  as  household  goods  and  personal  effects  by 
the  5,000  Chinese  returning  annually  from  this  port  to  Manila  and 
other  PhiUppine  cities.  The  principal  items  of  export  declared 
through  the  Amov  consulate  to  the  rhiUppines  in  1907  and  1908, 
respectively,  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Bags,  old 

$1,744 
177 

5,402 
278 
127 

8,511 

209 

816 

8,848 

979 

4,911 

3,221 

Joss  sticks 

$1,050 
1,233 
6,905 
6,296 

377 

62 

1,755 

1,791 

5,909 

$289 

Baiiit>oo  ware 

*i3;276* 
151 

Medicines 

1,249 

China  ware 

Paper 

3,738 

Chinese  books 

Tea 

12,074 

Cotton  shoes 

Vegetables: 

Potatoes 

Fish  nets 

4,585 

73 

522 

7,185 

233 

2,370 

1,586 

125 

Fruits: 

Other 

Fresh .... 

Vermicelli  

1,330 

Dried 

1,260 

Grass  cloth    ....        

All  other  articles 

4,239 

Orind^toniK 

Total 

Hemp  string 

60,600 

44,288 

Ironware 

AMERICAN   SHIPPINQ  NOT  WELL  REPRESENTED. 

Ordinarily  the  Amoy  harbor  presents  a  fairly  busy  scene.  For- 
eign steamers  plying  between  this  port  and  Singapore,  Straits  Settle- 
ments, the  Phihppine  Islands,  and  Formosa  carry  more  than  60,000 
native  emigrants  from  Amoy  each  year  and  return  nearly  as  many. 
A  summary  of  the  foreign^  coasting,  and  inland-waters  trade  during 
1908  is  given  in  the  following  statement; 


Trade. 

Steamers. 

Cargo. 

Passengers. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

In. 

Out 

In. 

Out 

Fweign 

330 

681 

4,772 

222 

579 

4,345 

Tom. 
421,781 
758,012 
m,228 

TofU, 
280,073 
623,778 
177,338 

62,958 

14,137 

264,026 

42,133 

Coasting 

12,424 

Inland  waters 

260,020 

Total : 

5,783 

5,146 

1,357,021 

1,081,189 

341,121 

314,577 

Of  the  1,812  vessels  engaged  in  the  foreign  and  coasting  trade 
which  entered  and  cleared  in  1908,  991  were  British  and  had  an 
f^gregate  tonnage  of  1,263,934  tons;  578  were  Japanese,  tonnt^e 
516,317;  58  were  Dutch,  tonnage  122,236;  36  were  German,  tonnage 
49,408;  and  only  2  were  American,  with  a  tonnage  of  6,372  tons. 
British  ships  carried  50  per  cent  of  the  trade  with  foreign  ports  and 
55  per  cent  of  the  coasting  trade,  and  Japan  had  40  and  30  per  cent, 
respectively,  of  this  water  traffic. 
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BANKING  AND  REVENUE. 

There  are  located  in  Amoy  2  forei^  and  3  native  banking  insti- 
tutions. The  currency  in  circulation  in  this  district,  exclusive  of  the 
surplus  carried  by  the  banks,  is  roughly  estimated  at  $850,000,  silver 
dollars  forming  $360,000  of  this  amount,  $240,000  being  subsidiary 
silver  coins,  $200,000  copper  coins,  and  $50,000  bank  notes.  At  the 
end  of  1908  the  banks  had  in  surplus  stock  about  $1,250,000  worth 
of  silver  dollars,  an  amount  more  than  double  that  of  ordinary  years. 
This  large  surplus  found  its  way  into  Amoy  because  of  the  fluctuation 
in  exchange  between  this  port  and  other  Chinese  coast  towns  and 
between  jSnoy  and  Formosa.  Silver  dollars  were  shipped  during  the 
early  part  of  the  year  from  Amoy  to  Formosa,  where  they  were  at  a 
premium,  but  the  action  of  the  Formosan  government  in  prohibiting 
the  importation  into  the  island  of  silver  dollars  other  than  its  own 
Japanese  yen  was,  in  great  part,  responsible  for  the  large  surplus  in 
Amoy  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  total  imports  of  silver  coins  from 
foreign  countries  were  valued  at  $1,430,095,  and  of  silver  and  copper 
coins  from  other  Chinese  ports  $2,491,853.  During  the  year  gold  in 
bars,  dust,  and  coins  amoimting  to  $158,714,  and  silver  in  bars, 
sycee,  and  coins  aggregating  $1,484,254  in  value  were  exported  to 
foreign  countries,  and  $228,872  to  other  Chinese  ports.  The  foreign 
fiorms  in  this  district  report  that  the  fluctuations  in  exchange  during 
the  year  injured  the  import  trade,  but  it  appears  from  the  customs 
returns  that  the  general  trade  conditions  oi  the  port  were  not  so 
badly  affected  by  the  fluctuation  as  those  of  other  ports  in  China. 

The  total  customs  revenue  of  the  port  of  Amoy  during  1908  was 
$478,830.  Foreign  flags  contributed  $300,148  of  this  amount  in 
import,  export,  and  coast  trade  duties  and  tonnage  dues;  native 
vessels  paid  $10,155  under  the  same  items;  transit  dues  amoimted  to 
$9,331,  and  opium  likin  to  $159,196. 

RAILWAY   DEVELOPMENT. 

There  is  probably  no  one  factor  in  the  industrial  development  of 
China  which  is  receiving  so  much  attention  and  which  promises  so 
much  for  the  future  of  the  Empire  as  the  building  of  railways.  Al- 
though Fukien  Province  has  been  slow  in  inaugurating  railwavs,  yet 
an  area  of  46,332  square  miles  and  a  population  of  22,870,000  (equiv- 
alent to  493  inhabitants  to  the  square  mile)  place  this  Province 
among  the  most  densely  populated  m  China,  and  naturally  make  it 
a  splendid  field  for  transportation  enterprises.  The  district  is  rich 
in  agricultural  and  mineral  wealth,  ana  a  Chinese  stock  company 
holds  a  valuable  mining  concession  in  this  section  on  which  important 
development  work  is  looked  for  within  the  next  few  years. 

The  railway  being  built  from  Amoy  to  Chang-Chiu,  a  distance  of 
30  miles,  is  progressing  slowly  and  will  probably  cost,  when  finished, 
considerably  more  than  were  it  being  built  by  foreign  capital  under 
foreign  supervision.  But  one  of  the  Chinese  stocKholders  of  the 
road  said:  '*It  mav  cost  us  more  to  build  the  road,  and  take  a  longer 
time,  but  we  are  building  well,  as  you  must  admit,  and  it  is  to  our 
interest  to  learn  how  to  do  these  things  for  ourselves  even  though  we 
have  to  pay  highly  for  the  experience."  It  is  true  that  the  road 
is  being  well   built,   imder   the  Chinese  engineer  in  charge.    The 
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purchasing  of  all  materials  and  the  letting  of  many  subsidiarjr 
contracts  is  done  by  the  directors.  About  one-half  of  the  line  is 
constructed.  There  still  remains  to  be  completed  some  expensive 
engineering  work,  involving  the  construction  of  a  number  of  bridges, 
one  of  which  will  be  1,017  feet  long.  It  is  contemplated  that  the 
whole  line  will  be  finished  by  Decemoer,  1910. 

MUNICIPAL  IMPROVEMENTS  NEEDED — GLASS   FACTORY  A  SUCCESS. 

Although  Amoy  has  a  population  of  neariy  half  a  million,  it  has 
neither  gas  nor  electricity.  There  is  considerable  talk  among  some 
of  the  local  wealthv  Chinese  of  organizing  a  company  for  the  purpose 
of  installing  an  electric  light  plant.  The  city  has  no  waterworks, 
though  there  is  probably  no  public  improvement  that  would  do 
more  toward  improvi^  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  port  than 
good  running  water.  The  foreign  population  of  Amoy  in  1908  num- 
bered 2,449,  of  whom  77  were  .Ajnerican,  1,710  Japanese,  361  British, 
199  Spanish,  44  French,  28  German,  and  14  Portuguese. 

The  glass  factory  established  in  Amoy  a  few  years  ago  is  doing 
splendid  work,  having  enlarged  its  plant  considerably  during  1908. 
It  confines  its  operations  principally  to  the  manufacture  of  lamp 
chimneys. 

The  most  noteworthy  event  of  this  port  during  1908  was  the  visit 
of  the  American  battle  ship  squadron.  The  fact  that  more  than 
half  a  million  dollars  were  expended  by  the  Chinese  in  entertaining 
their  g[ue8ts  is  evidence  that  the  reception  was  no  small  affair. 

During  the  latter  part  of  October  this  district  experienced  heavy 
wind  and  rain  storms.  At  Chang-Chiu  city  6,000  houses  were  demol- 
ished and  more  than  1,000  lives  lost.  An  area  of  240  square  miles  was 
flooded  to  such  an  extent  as  to  destroy  the  fall  rice  crops.  Through 
the  generosity  of  local  residents  the  catastrophe  was  passed  through 
without  the  necessity  of  seeking  outside  relief. 

CANTON. 

By  Consul-Gen ERAL  Leo  Allen  Bbrgholz. 

In  reviewing  the  trade  of  Canton  for  1908  it  is  very  satisfactory  to 
note  that  commercial  conditions  seem  to  have  steadfied,  customs  re- 
turns showing  a  gain  of  $453,109  in  the  gross  trade  of  the  port  over 
the  total  for  1907,  thefigures  being  $83,987,962  for  1908  and  $83,534,853 
for  the  preceding  year,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  statement: 


Imports  and  exports. 


1907. 


190S. 


Imports  of  foreign  goods: 

Prom  foreign  countries  and  Hongkong 

From  Chinese  ports 

Total  foreign  Imports 

Reexported  to  foreign  ootmtries  and  Hongkong 
Reexported  to  Chinese  ports 

Total  foreign  reexports , 

Total  net  fersicn  Imports. , 


123,716,189 
363,067 


24,079,246 


41,297 
122,267 


103,561 


23,915,682 


124,004,955 
151,446 


24,156,401 


74,232 
279,706 


353.940 


23,802,461 
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Importo  and  exports. 


347,971 
36,960 


384,031 


14,836,630 


Imports  of  Chinese  products |SI5, 221,561 

Reexported  to  foreign  countries 

Reexported  to  Chinese  ports 

Total  native  reexports 

Total  net  native  imports 

Exports  of  native  produce  of  local  origin: 

hi  xported  to  foreign  countries 

Exported  to  Chinese  ports 

Total  exports  of  native  produce  of  local  origin 

Gross  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port 

Net  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port,  i.  e.,  foreign  and  native  Imports  and  native  ex- 
ports, less  reexports  of  foreign  and  native  goods 


1907." 


40,500.899 
3,733,147 


44,234.046 


83,534,853 
82,966,358 


1906. 


$31,629,326 


658,540 
24,259 


679,799 


20,952.527 


34,449,414 
3,752,821 


38,202,235 


83,967,962 
82,957,223 


To  the  merchants  this  is  a  hopeful  indication.  Foreign  competition 
is  now  so  keen  in  China  on  accomit  of  the  increasing  activity  of  the 
Japanese  and  Germans,  the  market  so  deUcately  balanced,  and  busi- 
ness done  on  such  a  narrow  margin  that  the  mere  possibility  that 
existing  conditions  may  be  disarranged  causes  imeasmess,  resulting 
often  in  the  holding  up  of  contracts  and  orders.  In  addition  to  these 
facts,  there  were  local  conditions  which  depressed  conmierce.  In  the 
spring  a  disastrous  flood  occurred,  when  tho]asands  of  persons  were 
drowned  and  the  matting,  silk,  and  other  crops  severely  damaged. 
This,  with  the  typhoon,  wmch  caused  immense  loss  of  life  and  property, 
had  a  decided  influence  on  trade. 

IMPORTS   BY   ARTICLES. 

The  loss  of  the  Chinese  market  to  Japanese  ^oods  made  a  consider- 
able difference  in  the  amounts  of  some  foreign  imports.  The  decrease 
was  particularly  noticeable  in  the  imports  of  sea  foods,  matches,  and 
coal.  There  was,  however,  an  increase  on  the  whole  of  $6,484,920 
in  imports  as  compared  with  1907,  the  gross  value  of  both  foreign  and 
native  imports  for  1908  being  $45,785,727,  fi^ainst  a  gross  value  of 
$39,300,807  the  previous  year.  Foreign  goo(&  to  the  value  of  $24,- 
156,401  were  imported  during  1908.  The  value  of  the  imports  of 
foreign  goods,  by  articles,  during  1907  and  1908  is  shown  in  the 
following  table : 


Articles. 


Bamhoo 

Beans  and  peas 

Birds'  nests 

BooU  and   shoes,  India 

rubber 

Brass  and  yellow  metal. . . 
Brecuistufls: 

Bran 

Flour 

Vermicelli  and  maca- 
roni  , 

other 

Building  materials  and 

fittings 

Candy 

Canvas 


1907. 

1908. 

$10,855 

153,194 

8,328 

$11,759 
17,959 
17,002 

148.503 
84,344 

61,005 
193,973 

26,882 
871,654 

23,280 
1,131,798 

77,419 
18,852 

81,806 
25,466 

70,441 
38,047 
12,420 

80,706 
13,006 
8,726 

Articles. 


Cement 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and 
medicines: 

Borax 

China  root 

Medicines 

other 

Clocks  and  watches 

Coal 

Compoy 

Copper 

Cotton,  and  manufactures 
dt: 

Raw 

Cloth,  Japanese 

Drills , 


1907. 


$60,636 


1,962 
M,M1 
119, 193 
4,249 
30,111 
697,211 
48,423 
84,014 


02,161 
99,405 
17,900 


1908. 


$167,504 


10,351 

18,256 

224.968 

4,307 

28.722 
638.511 

20,347 
415,500 


62,254 
6,500 
22,286 
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Articles. 


Cotton,  and  manuflEtctares 
of— Continued. 

Duck 

Dyed    cottons    and 

drills 

Flannel 

Handkerchiefs 

Mercerized  cord,  etc . . 

Prints 

Shirtings,  English 

go^)^ 

Spanish  stripes 

T  cloth,  English 

Towels 

Velvets  and  velvet- 
eens  

Yams- 
Indian 

Dyed 

Other 

Dyes: 

Anlltoe 

Indigo 

Electrical  materials 

Fish  and  fish  products: 

AwabI 

Bechedemer 

Cuttlefish 

Salted 

Shrimps  and  prawns. 

Stockfish 

Fittings,      engine      and 

boiler 

Fruits  and  nuts; 

Betel  nuts 

Groundnut  pulp 

Persimmons,  dried. . . 

Plums,     dried     and 
salted 

Raisins  and  currants. 
Furniture,  and  cabinet- 
makers'materials 

Glass,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Aventurine 

Bottles 

Plate,  silvered 

Window 

Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of: 

Bars , 

Hardware , 

Machinery  and  parts. 

Nail  rod... 

Nails,  wire 

Pipes  and  tubes 


1907. 


Plate  cuttings... 
Railway    plant 


and 
materials 

Rivets 

Sheets  and  plates 

Tinned  plates 

Water  plant  and  fit- 
tings  

Wire 

Other 

Jade  stone 

Lamps  and  parts 

Leadplgs,  bars,  and  sheets. 

Leather  purses 

Matches 

Match-making  materiaL . . 

Metals,  n.  e.  s 

Oils: 

Gasoline 

Kerosene- 
American 


$17,667 

227,609 
174.508 
18.163 
10,988 
105.258 
938,835 
41.179 
31,768 
58,063 
157.066 


1,762,502 
33,126 
71,300 

169,168 
22.641 
81,424 

64,661 
80,401 
283,510 
320,699 
109,421 
33  287 

38,766 

15,300 

109,608 

9,768 

13,712 
15,963 

23,872 


11,570 

6,800 

26,468 

84,171 


61,474 
31,146 

180,507 
55.464 
40,510 

266,710 
11,717 

511,521 

89 

25,967 

178,650 

228,817 
31,744 
35,085 

349,047 
18, 135 

164.380 
12,999 

266,446 

38,  on 

62,376 

8,337 

1,066,798 


1908. 


129,124 

373.394 

134,630 
30,398 
16,773 
66,055 

888,149 
86,695 

121,762 
63.311 

162.940 

81,228 

1,302,501 
106,777 
62,116 

114.760 
12,808 
39,623 

39,634 
60.822 
178,200 
289,246 
81,846 
'7,013 

3,867 

13,026 
167.960 
10,260 

11,016 
17,006 

21,249 


16,960 
10,261 
16,393 
42.206 


74.979 
33,226 
'98.711 
63,786 
69,830 
40,424 
17,707 

497,038 
264,767 
65.037 
485,778 

23.283 
35,686 
45,462 

126.560 
18,226 

176,249 
13,625 

186,976 
64,704 
26,215 

21,657 

1,680,790 


Articles. 


1907. 


Oil— Continued. 

Kerosene— Continued. 

Borneo 

Sumatra 

Other 

Opium: 

Malwa 

Patna 

Benares 

Persian  and  Turkish- 
Paper,  and  manufactures 
of: 
Printing- 
Calendered 

Uncalendered 

Stationery 

Other 

Perfumery 

Provisions: 

Dairv  products- 
Milk  .  condensed . . 

Other 

Other 

Rattan: 

Cores 

Whole 

Rice 

Seeds 

Silk  piece  goods 

Soap 

Spirits,  wines,  etc.: 

Beer  and  porter 

Spirits 

Wines 

Sugar 

Tea 

Telegraph  materials 

Thread,  gold  and  silver, 

imitation 

Tobacco: 

Cigarettes 

Cigars  and  leaf. 

Prepared 

Toweling 

Umbrellas 

Wax 

White  metal: 

Sheets 

Wire 

Wood: 

Hard-wood  planks. . . 

Soft-wood  planks 

Wool,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Berlin  wool 

Blankets  and  rugs 

Camlets,  English 

Cashm^^and  meri- 
nos  

Cloth 

Lastlngs 

Mixtures,   wool  and 
cotton- 
Alpacas,  etc 

Cloth,  union  and 

poncho 

Tweeds  and  serges 
Underwear,  Jap- 
anese  

Other 

Spanish  stripes 

Tweeds  and  serges 

Other 

Parcels  post 

All  other  articles. 


Total 24,079,246 


$94,791 

622,906 

1,426 

444,603 

3,214,008 

516,760 

12,307 


4,611 
239,886 
23,233 

6,102 
16,261 


33,636 
6.262 
6,332 

60,124 
168,209 
2,863,604 
27,317 
46.206 
28,032 

60,041 
96,136 
31,010 
978,602 
106,427 
27,052 

32,130 

149,043 
10,402 
76.256 

334,697 
33,267 
66,204 

12,379 
10,960 

16,613 
1,716 


9,127 
16,514 
40,624 

9.344 
16,545 
26,466 


91,406 

49,789 
46,624 

110,626 
49,128 
26,300 
37,629 
42,061 
24,893 
1,460,916 


1908. 


$74,967 

762,926 

6,110 

463,618 

4,343,018 

968,966 

4.636 


13,216 
369,873 
13.810 
8,180 
11,362 


44,217 
9.447 
3,6i5 

53,230 
76,954 
1,160,060 
36,380 
69,023 
36,907 

89,960 
49,676 
30.418 
666,926 
94,456 
6,960 

49,200 

172,961 
9,261 
80,764 

117,664 
36,366 
29.344 

16.126 
17,609 

6,642 
02,424 


12,967 
24,872 
44,240 

14,907 
16.380 
34.668 


137,926 

22.762 
67,634 

90,363 
44,936 
26,709 
71.281 
41.067 
21,838 
1,674,217 


24.166,401 


INCREASE   IN   IMPORTS — A   GOOD  MARKET   FOR  PAPER, 


Among  the  imports  in  1908  there  are  no  decided  increases;  rather, 
the  gain  seems  to  be  quite  evenly  distributed.    An  increase  of  much 
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more  than  $1,000,000  in  opium  does  not  augur  well  for  the  success  of 
opium  reform,  but  this  movement  was  hardly  put  into  full  effect  until 
1909.  Among  cotton  manufactures,  Japanese  goods,  such  as  stripes, 
handkerchiefs,  toweling,  and  cotton  cloth,  showed  slight  decreases. 
There  was  an  increase  of  more  than  50  per  cent  in  prmted  cottons, 
which  indicates  that  the  market  for  printed  and  dved  goods  is  enlarg- 
ing. Woolen  and  cotton  mixtures  about  held  their  own,  while  im- 
ports of  woolen  goods  increased.  Those  of  silk  piece  goods  also 
mcreased,  but  toweling  of  all  kinds  fell  from  760,676  yards  in  1907  to 
196,140  yards  in  1908.  It  is  diflScult  to  explain  this  falling  off  on  any 
other  basis  -than  a  large  stock  carried  over  from  the  year  before,  or 
else  a  return  to  toweb  of  Chinese  manufacture. 

Among  metals  there  was  a  strong  increase  in  imports  of  brass 
articles,  such  as  screws,  tubes,  wire,  etc.,  while  copper  also  shared  in 
the  gain.  Iron  products,  of  course,  formed  the  bulk  of  metal  imports, 
and  there  were  noticeable  increases  in  the  imports  of  bolts,  nuts  and 
washers,  rivets,  galvanized  wire,  steel  sheets,  and  plates.  The  con- 
struction of  railways  is  responsible  for  most  of  tms  increase.  The 
completion  of  the  waterworks  cut  off  the  market  for  pipes  and  tubes 
to  a  large  extent.  Pig  iron  also  experienced  a  relapse.  Bricks  and 
tiles  took  a  decided  advance,  testifying  to  the  increasing  popularity 
of  western  materials  and  manner  of  construction.  The  imports  of 
cement,  largely  used  on  the  railways,  more  than  doubled  in  1908,  but 
it  is  to  be  presumed  that  with  the  opening  of  the  new  cement  factory 
in  Canton  this  market  will  be  supplied  locally.  The  steady  ^ain  in 
the  imports  of  cigarettes  indicates  a  growing  taste  for  tobacco  m  that 
form.  Heretofore  the  pipe  has  been  the  one  method  of  using  tobacco 
among  the  Chinese.  Electrical  materials  dropped  more  than  half 
and  engine  and  boiler  fittings  decreased  greatly.  Japanese  matches 
declined  from  1,265,033  to  934,882  gross. 

Paper,  calendered  and  uncalendered,  for  printing  is  an  article  of 
constantly  growing  importance.  During  1908  tne  increase  was 
marked,  and  it  behooves  American  dealers  to  enter  the  market. 
Norway  suppUes  a  large  part  of  the  demand.  This  applies  equally 
to  printing  and  lithographic  materials.  The  imports  of^  white  sugar 
declined  from  $910,347  to  $582,131,  but  brown  and  refined  sugar 
showed  a  small  increase.  The  advance  in  the  value  of  wine  imports 
is  worthy  of  note,  indicating  a  new  line  of  business. 

EXPORTS   BY   ARTICLES. 

Exports  of  native  goods  in  1908  aggregated  $38,202,235,  a  loss  of 
$6,031,811  when  compared  with  the  $44,234,046  worth  of  exports  to 
foreign  and  native  ports  in  1907.  The  principal  articles  exported  in 
1907  and  1908,  respectively,  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Antimony  ore 

Bags,  gunny  and  hemp  . . 
Bamboo,  and  manurao- 
turesof: 

BpUt,  leaf,  etc 

ManuliEicturas 

Bean  curd 

Books,  printed 


1907. 


133,575 
161,848 


29,196 
40,479 
64,540 
67,367 


1908.         ,  Articles. 


18,708     Boots  and  shoes,  silk  and 

73,255        cotton 

,  Brass,  manufactures  of: 
!         Foil 

31,915  il         Ware 

34,626  i'  Bristles 

78, 016  ;  Buttons,  brass  and  cap . . . 

39,113  I  Canes 


1907. 


$42,199 

34,778 
122,360 

87,674 
207,434 

17,419 


1908. 


138,060 

6,225 
76,814 
77,766 
21,549 
24,850 
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Articles. 


and 


Cassia: 

Bark 

Buds 

Llgnea 

Twigs 

CatUe 

Chemicals,    drugs, 
mediclDes: 

Camphor 

China  root 

Medicines 

Samshu,  medicated. . . 

Other 

China,  earthenware,  etc. . . 

Cloth,  native 

Cosmetics 

Cotton,  manulactures  of. . 

Curios 

Eggs,  fresh 

Fans: 

Pabnleaf 

Other 

Feathers 

Firecrackers  and  fireworks 

Flour,  rice 

Fruits: 

Fresh  and  dried 

Olives,  salted 

Fomlture 

Ginger,  fresh , 

Glass,  manufactures  of: 

Bangles 

Glassware , 

Gold  ware , 

Grass  cloth 

Hair,  human 

Hides,  cow  and  buffalo. . . 

Horns 

Ivory  ware , 

Joss  sticks  and  ornaments 

Lichens,  dried 

Mats,  straw 

Matting  (rolls) 

Meats: 

Dried  and  salted 

Tinned 

NutgaUs 

Opium  dross , 

Ornaments , 


1907. 

1908. 

$216,742 

$198,038 

38,744 

52,809 

964,505 

944,850 

31,484 

10,046  , 

276,401 

151,205 

1 

49,834 

14,780 

16,681 

15,120 

356,910 

125,830 

71,261 

45,846 

10,700 

8,919 

214,942 

198,301  ! 

53,712 

41,584 

24,695 

22,880 

18,793 

23,146 

11,156 

7,802 

247,029 

201,220 

96,399 

109,683 

17,926 

15,787 

38,817 

46,412 

1,519,062 

1,604,296 

22,028 

14,730  j 

51,101 

28,995 

22,400 

27,078 

50,253 

36.343 

134,300 

115,176 

221,335 

228,385 

20,149 

14,097 

27,746 

24,921 

85,344 

65,053 

89,313 

128,352 

16,824 

18,440 

80,771 

64,364 

15,762 

13,039 

119,634 

137,818 

225,090 

94,979 

383,031 

378,084 

1,922,002 

1,512,536 

117,444 

93,760 

22,832 

20,201 

12,758 

5,817 

15,367 

12,271 

7,866 

22,138 

Articles. 


1907. 


Paper. 


Rattan: 

Cores,  pulp,  «to 

Mats 

Samshu 

Seeds 

Silk,  and  manutectures  of: 
Raw- 
White 

Yellow 

WUd 

Steam  fllattires... 
Cocoons- 
Whole 

Pierced 

Cloth,  silk  noil  yam... 

Clothing 

Embroidery 

Floss 

Mixtures- 
Cotton 

Hemp 

Piece  goods 

Refuse 

Thread 

Silverware 

Sugar: 

Cane 

Refined 

Tea: 

Black 

Other 

Tobacco: 

Leaf 

Prepared 

,  Toys 

Vegetables: 

Garlic 

Taro 

Salted— 

Turnips 

Other 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Planks,  soft  wood 

Wooden  ware 

AU  other  articles 

Total 


$275,076 
$6,217 

83,496 
33,718 
45,790 
86,062 


687,144 
43,019 
49,432 

21,862,200 

326,219 
45,619 
20,230 
109,617 
647,897 
54.446 

249,246 
84,437 
4,724,225 
2,117,631 
126,661 
129,980 

41,890 
203,098 

401,636 
11,911 

63,499 
471,133 
16,561 

107,749 
9,926 

13,472 
69,266 

68,734 

68,725 

2,120,770 


44,234,046 


1908. 


$137,900 
12,026 

0,418 

2,878 

32,253 

32,602 


767,261 

7,483 

117,777 

16,366,583 

259,015 
24,021 
19,002 
128,418 
374,654 
21,668 

00,860 
72,004 
4,869,606 
1,552,341 
130,650 
86,866 

10,400 
201,630 

342,697 
3,796 

47,842 

315,028 

24,707 

140,070 
10,240 

14,680 
31,628 

66,864 

47,006 

4,434,382 


38,202,286 


EXPORT  TEA  TRADE   NO   LONGER   IMPORTANT. 

The  decreased  shipments  of  native  goods  were  mainly  due  to  the 
after  effects  of  the  crisis  of  1907.  The  chief  exports  affected  were 
matting,  silk,  brown  sugar,  tea,  cassia  Ugnea  and  bark,  joss  orna- 
ments, medicines,  and  paper.  The  raising  of  tea  for  export  has 
ceased  to  be  of  great  importance.  All  the  conditions  are  here  for 
putting  up  a  good  grade  of  tea,  but  the  scientificaUv  raised  tea  of 
Ceylon  and  India  has  driven  it  out  of  the  market,  rractically  none 
is  shipped  to  the  United  States  from  this  port,  Australia  and  South 
Amenca  consuming  the  bulk  of  the  poor  grade  exported.  The  trade 
in  fireworks  mcreased  from  $1,519,062  in  1907  to  $1,604,296  in  1908. 
Contrary  to  popular  impression,  only  a  small  proportion  of  this  goes 
directly  to  the  United  States.  The  amount  sent  direct  to  Ainerica 
last  year  was  but  $323,869  worth,  as  compared  with  $509,124  in  the 

Preceding  year.     The  exports  of  cassia  to  the  United  States  dropped 
*om  $231,918  to  $141,062,  and  the  total  export  of  cassia  showed  a 
sUght  decrease. 
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TRADE   WITH  THE   UNITED  STATES. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908  showed 
an  increase  of  $5,621  over  that  in  1907,  the  totals  for  the  two  years 
being  $6,793^733  and  $6,788,112,  respectively.  Had  the  year  been 
normal,  the  increase  woiild  have  been  much  laj^^er.  As  it  was,  the 
percentage  of  exports  to  the  United  States  from  Canton,  as  compared 
with  the  total  snipments  to  all  countries  from  this  port,  increased 
from  15  per  cent  in  1907  to  18  per  cent  in  1908. 

The  chief  articles  of  export  to  the  United  States  declared  through 
the  Canton  consulate  in  1907  and  1908  were: 


Articles. 


Bamboo 

Bristles 

Canes 

Cantharides.. 
Carpets 


China  ware 

Cufls,  straw 

Embroideries 

Fans,  palm  leaf. . 

Firedrackers 

Qinger 

Grass  cloth 

Hair,  human 

Joss  sticks 

Matting 

Meats,  dried 

Nutgalls 

Oils: 

Cassia 

Star  aniseed. 


16,154 

3,957 

23,762 

9,588 

822 

231,918 

22,477 

1,359 

64,608 

54,528 

609,124 

6,227 

13,418 

10,650 

20,339 

,944,217 


4,448 


5,597 
2,975 


1908. 


IS,  660 
10,988 
16,581 


1,402 

141,062 

8,005 

761 

25,133 

35,367 

323,869 

3,599 

1.248 

7,030 

28,086 

1,416,942 

0,950 


Articles. 


Paper , 

Peanuts 

Preserves 

Rattan  core 

Rubber,old 

Rugs 

Sllkjuid  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Cocoons 

Piece  goods 

Waste 

Skins 

Wooden  ware: 

Blackwood 

Other 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1907. 


$3,481 
9,719 
12,926 
50.509 
4,285 


3,461,760 

32,131 

16,633 

186.034 

1,260 

16,948 

1,201 

39,107 


6,788,112 


1908. 


11,135 


903 

54,317 

4,414 

1,070 

4,427,391 

31,235 

21,807 

116,722 

1,840 

1,630 
254 

100,283 


6,793,733 


The  amount  of  the  total  export  trade  of  Canton  depends  largely 
on  business  conditions  in  the  United  States,  due  to  its  feeing  a  large  ' 
purchaser  of  matting  and  raw  silk.  Hence  the  unsettled  conditions 
there  in  1908  were  reflected  directly  on  the  Canton  market.  The 
slow  recovery  from  the  financial  crisis  in  America,  the  presidential 
election,  and.  the  disturbance  in  freight  rates  while  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  was  trying  to  adjust  through  tariffs  on  freight 
to  and  from  the  Orient,  all  tended  to  retard  trade  between  Canton 
and  the  United  States;  but  since  the  commerce  between  this  port 
and  America  held  its  own  despite  these  drawbacks,  we  can  look 
forward  to  a  healthy  increase  in  1909. 

AMERICAN   KEROSENE   MAKES   GOOD   GAINS. 

Notwithstanding  the  superior  advantages  held  by  Sumatra  and 
Borneo  oil  by  reason  of  their  nearness^  the  imports  of  the  American 
article  showed  a  marked  increase  durmg  1908.  American  kerosene 
to  the  amount  of  7,119,267  gallons  in  tins  and  7,413,799  gallons  in 
bulk  was  imported  in  that  year,  making  a  total  of  14^535,066  gallons, 
as  compared  with  9,482,734  gallons  in  1907.  This  is  an  increase  of 
over  100  per  cent  since  the  Standard  Oil  Company  firet  established  a 
branch  in  Canton  five  years  ago.  The  installation  for  handlmg  the 
oil  and  unloading  the  tank  steamers  is  very  complete.  There  is  tank 
capacity  for  about  3,000,000  gallons  and  warehouse  accommodations 
for  5,000,000  gallons  in  cases.     There  is  also  a  manufacturing  plant 
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for  the  construction  of  tins.  Imports  of  Borneo  oil  amounted  to  only 
677,197  gallons  in  1908,  against  1,201,962  in  1907,  though  Sumatra 
kerosene  rose  from  4,996,340  gallons  to  6,389,193  gallons  during  the 
same  period. 

Of  special  interest  to  Americans  is  the  growing  demand  for  kerosene 
oil,  motor  boats,  canned  meats,  fruits,  pickles,  and  vegetables,  cotton 
goods,  printing  paper,  wines  and  liquors,  shoes,  tobacco,  flour,  elec- 
trical materials,  railway  supplies,  timber,  medicines,  and  building 
materials.  The  merchants  of  the  United  States  are  not  doing  justice 
to  the  opportunities  awaiting  them  in  the  Orient,  offering  as  an  excuse 
the  more  accessible  markets*  of  Europe  and  South  America.  This  is 
all  very  well,  but  does  not  show  the  foresight  on  the  part  of  the 
American  merchant  which  has  made  possible  the  great  Far  Eastern 
firms  of  England  and  Grermany,  firms  which  are  not  only  doing  an 
immense  business,  but  also  getting  themselves  in  position  to  maintain 
their  hold  on  the  monopoly  of  supplying  China,  and  acting  as  com- 
mercial empire  builders  for  their  mother  country.  It  can  be  pre- 
dicted with  comparative  surety  that  it  will  be  a  very  long  time 
before  cheap  labor  can  be  used  in  factories  in  China  in  competition 
with  the  products  turned  out  by  skilled  labor  in  the  United  States. 
In  the  meantime,  the  railways  are  opening  up  the  country  and  soon 
the  entire  Chinese  nation  of  450,000,000  people  will  be  both  accessible 
and  susceptible  of  exploitation. 

DEALERS   BELIEVE   MATTING   MARKET  MUST  IMPROVE. 

Exports  of  matting  from  Canton  reached  the  lowest  point  since 
1902,  the  number  of  rolls  shipped  during  1908  being  243,643,  or 
about  71,000  rolls  less  than  in  1907.  Dealers  here  beUeve  that  con- 
jditions  have  reached  a  point  where  they  can  be  no  worse  and  must 
become  better.  The  year  1907  closed  stronger  than  had  been 
anticipated  by  the  straw  growers,  with  a  resultant  shortage  in  the 
straw  supply.  This  necessitated  using  a  large  part  of  the  fall  crop  of 
straw,  which  is  usually  carried  forward  to  the  next  year,  in  com- 
pleting the  1907  orders.  Hence  the  vear  1908  started  out  short  of 
straw,  and  when  it  became  known  that,  in  addition  to  this,  floods 
had  aone  considerable  damage  to  the  new  supply,  prices  rose  to  a 
point  where  buying  became  very  slow.  In  the  Tung  Kun  district, 
where  a  cheaper  grade  of  matting  is  made,  large  orders  were  placed 
at  much  higher  prices  than  usual.  Toward  the  end  of  1908  a  good 
demand  for  the  nighest  grade  matting  arose,  and  falling  exchange 
at  this  time  also  acted  as  an  incentive  toward  the  movement  of 
stocks;  however,  the  price  paid  under  late  American  contracts  was 
below  the  rate  paid  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  business 
with  Europe  in  matting,  carpets,  and  rugs  was  fairly  brisk. 

SILK  MARKET   UNSTEADY. 

The  silk  market  was  very  unsteady  at  the  beginning  of  1908. 
Owing  to  the  unusually  lai^e  crop  of  1907  prices  gave  way  toward 
the  end  of  that  year,  and  this  decline  continued  into  1908,  Added 
to  this,  dealers  had  to  force  sales  in  order  to  meet  their  yearly  obli- 
gations before  the  Chinese  New  Year.    The  extremely  low  prices 
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caused  some  speculation  among  European  and  American  buyers, 
resulting  in  a  temporary  steadying  of  the  market,  but  with  the  accu- 
mulation of  new  stocks  the  decline  oegan  again.  This  fluctuation  con- 
tinued until  in  June  it  became  known  that  the  crop  would  be  short,  the 
first  crop  of  Canton  yielding  only  2,000  bales  as  compared  with 
7,000  bales  in  1907.  Returns  showing  the  second-crop  yield  to  be 
but  4,000  bales,  against  9,000  the  year  before,  and  the  partial 
destruction  of  the  third  crop  by  floods  gave  added  stimulus,  prices 
going  up  to  such  a  point  that  during  the  last  three  months  of  the 
year  there  was  an  advance  of  about  $100  per  picuP  (133J  pounds). 
Steam  filatures  were  most  in  demand.  America,  which  ordinarily 
takes  about  33  per  cent' of  the  world's  supply,  is  calculated  to  have 
consumed  40  per  cent  in  1908.  The  seven  crops  of  the  year  yielded 
between  35,000  and  40,000  bales,  against  57,000  in  1907.  The 
Chinese  pay  little  attention  to  the  rearing  and  cultivation  of  the 
silkworm,  while  no  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  reeling  of 
steam  filatures,  and  as  a  result  of  poor  winding  and  irregularity  of 
size  the  demand  is  not  so  large  as  it  would  be  otherwise.  A  school 
of  sericulture,  with  Japanese  instructors,  was  recently  established  in 
Canton. 

MUCH   PROGRESS    IN   RAILROAD   CONSTRUCTION. 

The  Chinese  section  of  the  Canton-Kowloon  Railway,  starting  froin 
Canton,  made  marked  progress  during  1908.  A  station  and  other 
terminal  buildings  are  being  erected  on  the  bund,  while  at  Tung  Shan, 
on  the  eastern  edge  of  the  city,  the  officials'  quarters,  offices,  and  other 
buildings  are  bemg  put  up.  Work  was  commenced  on  the  track, 
the  right  of  way  is  being  acquired  rapidly,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
road  will  be  open  to  traffic  in  two  years. 

The  Canton-Hankow  line  had  processed  as  far  as  Yun  Tarn  at  the 
close  of  1908.  This  is  about  45  miles  north  of  Canton,  and  trains 
are  running  regularly  that  distance.  American  engineers  are  super- 
vising mucn  of  the  construction.  The  passenger  traffic  was  good 
during  the  year,  and  freight  is  becoming  of  constantly  increasing 
importance.  The  construction,  though  slow,  is  steady,  and  each 
section  shows  profits  as  it  is  opened  up. 

Because  of  floods  and  decreased  travel  during  the  period  of  na- 
tional mourning,  the  line  to  Samshui  experienced  a  decline  of 
$5,496  in  earnings  in  1908.  The  total  number  of  passengers  carried 
during  the  year  was  3,052,920,  of  whom  890  were  foreigners.  The 
gross  earnings  from  all  sources  were  $291,003  and  the  operating 
expenses  were  $100,058,  or  $1,863  less  than  in  1907.  The  gross 
receipts  averaged  8i  mills  (United  States  currency)  for  each  passenger 
per  mile. 

The  line  from  Sunning  to  Kung  Yick  was  practicallv  completed  in 
1908.  This  line  is  of  mterest  to  Americans  through  having  been 
built  almost  entirely  by  capital  furnished  by  American  Chinese,  and 
is  under  the  supervision  of  Chinese  engineers  who  received  their 
training  and  experience  in  America.  The  line  is  well  built  and 
reflects  credit  on  the  builders,  who  had  no  foreign  assistance. 

The  concession  of  the  right  to  build  a  line  from  Canton  to  Macao, 
which  was  granted  to  Portuguese,  is  now  bein^  reconsidered  by 
China.     Even  a  short  ride  on  a  railway  in  soutnern  China  shows 
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what  a  great  future  there  is  before  the  transportation  industry  in 
this  country.  Villages  are  so  close  together  that  a  railroad  does  not 
turn  aside  to  connect  with  them,  but  pursues  a  straight  path. 

SHIPPINQ  AND   REVENUE — BUILDING  ACTIVITY. 

Referring  to  statistics  on  shipping  and  revenue  from  dues  and 
duties,  the  most  noticeable  variation  between  the  figures  of  1907  and 
1908  are  in  thoje  affecting  the  Japanese.  Their  shipping  entering 
Canton  fell  from  26  vessels  of  27,544  tons  in  1907  to  2  vessels  of 
1,944  tons  in  1908.  American  shipping  increased  from  27  vessels  of 
841  tons  m  1907  to  62  vessels  of  3.628  tons  in  1908.  These  62  boats 
were  the  launches  and  lighters  or  the  Standard  Oil  Company.  No 
American  ship  entered  Canton  from  United  States  ports.  The  2,024 
British  and  348  French  vessels  that  entered  during  1908  included  steam- 
ers of  each  nation  running  regularly  between  Canton  and  Hongkong 
and  Macao.  The  50  German,  11  Dutch,  and  25  Norwegian  ships  that 
entered  the  port  were  all  engaged  in  commerce. 

Dues  and  duties  collected  during  1908  amounted  to  $2,575,292, 
as  compared  with  $2,625,378  in  1907.  To  this  total  the  American 
flag  contributed  $27,887;  British,  $1J83,171;  French,  $282,636; 
Chinese,  $174,156;  German,  $28,509;  Dutch,  $20,911;  Norwegian, 
$15,811;  Japanese,  $637;  and  the  Swedish,  $113.  Duties  on  opium 
made  up  the  balance. 

The  new  three-story  brick  building  housing  the  International  Bank 
and  the  postal  commissioner  has  been  completed.  The  new  quarters 
of  the  indoors  customs  staff  are  practically  finished.  In  the  vicinity 
of  Canton  a  new  smokeless-powder  factory  is  being  built,  on  European 
plans,  under  the  direction  of  a  Grerman  engineer.  The  government 
cement  factory  at  Honan  was  partially  put  in  operation  in  1908. 
At  Fatsham  there  is  a  large  paper  mill  under  construction  by  a  Ger- 
man firm.  In  addition,  there  are  a  number  of  buildings  going  up 
as  railwaj  stations  and  offices,  missionary  compounds,  etc.,  all  on 
western  Imes,  a  style  of  architecture  now  followed  by  the  Government 
in  all  official  buildings. 

CHEFOO. 

By  VicB-CoNsuL  Charles  L.  L.  Williams. 

The  general  tendency  of  trade  during  1908  in  the  Province  of 
Shantung  has  been  toward  an  improvement  over  1907.  In  spite  of 
partial  failure  of  the  crops  in  many  parts  of  the  Province,  all  the 
staple  industries,  which  depend  lai^ely  on  them,  as  this  is  a  farming 
country,  have  done  well. 

The  low  exchange  prevailing  throughout  the  year  and  its  rapid 
fluctuations  doubtless  had  much  to  do  with  the  decrease  of  imports. 
Whether  it  helped  exports,  however,  is  open  to  doubt,  as  the  unsettled 
market  resulting  from  sudden  variations  in  exchange  tends  to  coun- 
teract the  advantage  given  to  the  exporter  from  China  by  the  low 
rate. 

The  competition  of  Tsingtau  is  still  being  felt  by  Chefoo,  but  so  far 
as  exports  are  concerned,  there  will  be  little  change  for  the  worse  in 
the  future.  The  straw-braid  trade  has  been  diverted  to  the  younger 
port,  but  it  is  improbable  that  Tsingtau  will  take  from  Chefoo  the  trade 
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in  silky  bean  cake,  or  vermicelli;  as  these  articles  are  either  locally 

Eroduced  or  brought  from  the  neighboring  coast  ports  of  Newchwang, 
^alny,  and- Antung.     Indeed,  the  only  large  silK  filature  in  Tsingtau 
closed  its  doors  during  1908. 

The  Chinese  merchants  in  this  Province  and  the  Shantung  mer- 
chants throughout  the  Empire  generally  during  the  j^ear  tried  to 
bring  back  the  trade  to  the  Chinese  port  of  Chefoo.  This  movement 
may  be  explained  in  part  by  local  conditions  in  Tsingtau,  where  new 
wharfage  and  warehouse  dues  were  collected,  and  in  part  by  an 
awakening  of  patriotic  sentiment  among  the  Chinese.  In  regard  to 
the  projected  railway  from  Chefoo  to  tne  interior,  nothing  definite 
has  yet  been  accomplished,  not  even  the  formation  of  a  company. 
However,  this  line  is  likely  to  come  within  the  next  two  or  three  years. 
The  sanction  of  the  central  Government  once  obtained,  no  great  delay 
in  starting  work  need  be  anticipated.  The  wealthy  Chmese  mer- 
chants in  Chefoo,  Huanghsien,  Laichowfu,  and,  to  a  lesser  extent, 
those  in  Weihsien,  all  see  that  their  commercial  prosperity  may  be 
checked  by  Tsingtau,  and  that  the  only  way  to  remove  this  possibility 
is  to  make  transit  from  the  producing  regions  in  the  interior  to  Chefoo 
equally  as  cheap  and  expeditious,  by  means  of  a  railway,  as  it  is  to 
Tsingtau. 

TBADE  OP  CHEFOO.       . 

The  gross  trade  of  the  port  (imports  and  exports,  including  reex- 
ports), expressed  in  haikwan  taeb,  showed  a  slight  gain  over  1907.  but 
the  net  trade  (imports  and  exports  less  reexports)  showed  a  slight 
falling  off.  Of  the  various  items  going  to  make  up  the  gross  and  net 
values  of  the  trade  of  the  port,  that  or  exports  is  the  omy  one  show- 
ing an  increase  in  the  net  total.  To  make  the  comparison  between 
the  two  vears  clear,  the  figures  are  given  in  haikwan  taels  as  well  as  in 
gold  dollars.  According  to  the  foflowing  table,  the  net  value  of  the 
trade  of  the  port,  expressed  in  haikwan  taek,  decreased  from 
28,646,513  taels  in  1907  to  27,985,362  taels  in  1908,  a  loss  of  661,151 
taels,  but  when  these  sums  are  converted  on  the  basis  of  the  ex- 
change prevailing  in  each  year  the  decline  was  from  $23,568,920  in 
1907  to  $17,686,748  in  1908,  or  $5,882,172. 


Imports  and  exports. 

1907. 

1908. 

Imports  of  foreign  goods: 

Froni  foreign  countries  and  Hongkong 

Haikwan 

taeU. 
6,620,215 
7,117,460 

•5,446,782 
6,856,882 

Baikwan 

6,182,640 
7,210,163 

$3, 907, 428 
4,556,823 

From  Chlnoss  ports 

Total  foreism  ImDorts 

13, 737, 665 

11,302,664 

13,392,803 

8,464,251 

Reexported  to  foreign  countries  and  Hongkong 

Reexported  to  C  hinese  ports 

696.289 
2,410,679 

672,872 
1,983,386 

684,041 
2, 821, 122 

432,314 
1,782,949 

Total  reexDorted                

3,106,968 

2,556,258 

3,505,163 

2.215,236 

Total  net  foreitrn  iniDorts 

10,630,697 

8,746,406 

9,887,640 

6,248,987 

Imports  of  Chinese  products 

8,751,760 

7,200,511 

10,322,537 

6, 523, 843 

Reexnorted  to  foreign  countries 

541,860  .        445,815 
913,166  1        751.299 

744,309 
2,616,909 

470  403 

Reexported  to  Chinese  ports , 

1,653,886 

Total  native  reexports 

1,455.016 

1.197,114 

8,361,218 

2,124,289 

Total  net  native  Imports, .,.,,.,.. 

7,296,744 

6,003,397 

6,961,319 

4,399,554 
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Imports  and  exports. 

1907. 

1906. 

Exports  of  native  produce: 

£xx)orted  to  foreign  countries 

Haawan 

taelt. 
2,757,142 
7,961,930 

$2,268,439 
6,560,678 

Haikwan 

taels. 
2,880,289 
8,256,114 

$1,820,343 
5,217,864 

Exported  to  Chinese  ports 

Total  exports  of  native  produce 

10,719,072 

8,819,117 

11,136,403 

7,038,207 

Gross  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port 

33,208,497 
28,646,513 

27,322,292  1  34,851,743 
23  568.920  '  ^  MK  3A3 

^026,802 
17;  686!  748 

Net  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port 

Reexports  from  Chefoo  go  principally  to  Antung  and  Dalny. 
Prior  to  1907  reexports  to  Antung  were  credited  to  the  net  trade 
of  Chefoo,  as  no  omce  of  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  had  been 
opened  there.  This  explains  to  a  large  extent  the  heavy  loss  shown 
by  the  1907  and  1908  figures  when  compared  with  1906. 

The  figures  gven  in  all  of  the  tables  herewith  are  for  the  port  of 
Chefoo  only.  To  find  the  trade  of  this  consular  district,  it  is  necessary 
to  add  to  these  figures  the  returns  from  Tsingtau,  as  that  port  is  a 
shipping  point  for  the  central  and  southern  parts  of  the  Province. 
It  IS  qmte  possible  that  although  imports  showed  an  apparent  falling 
oflf  here,  there  may  have  been  some  slight  gain  in  gooos  imported  for 
the  Chefoo  district  via  Tsingtau  to  make  up  for  tms. 

DIRECT   FOREIGN   TRADE. 

The  value  of  the  direct  trade  of  Chefoo  with  the  principal  foreign 
countries,  including  Hongkong,  in  1908  was  as  roUows:  United 
States,  $523,221;  Belgium,  $63^63;  Germany,  $15,418;  Hongkong, 
$1,861,661;  Japan,  $1,843,236;  Korea,  $551,104;  Russia,  $1,153,792; 
Unitea  Kingdom,  $72,269.  From  this  it  would  appear  that  the 
United  States  ranks  fifth  in  the  trade  at  this  port,  but  the  value  of 
these  figures  is  affected  by  the  fact  that  the  neater  part  of  the  exports 
from  Chefoo  are  shipped  to  Shanghai  or  Hongkong  for  reshipment 
abroad,  and  that  imports  come  almost  without  exception  by  way  of 
Shanghai,  kerosene  oil  from  America  being  the  only  important  ex- 
ception. The  bulk  of  direct  trade  credited  to  the  United  States 
consists  of  kerosene.  These  remarks  do  not  apply  to  the  trade  be- 
tween Chefoo  and  Japan,  Korea,  Russia,  and  Hongkong,  as  with 
these  coimtries  both  imports  and  exports,  are  shipped  direct. 


PRINCIPAL   IMPORTS. 


The  ^ 
of  Chefoo 


quantity  of  the  principal  imports  of  foreign  goods  at  the  port 
foo  during  1908  is  shown  in  tne  following  table: 


ArUcles. 

1907. 

1908.         1                ArUcles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Aniseed pounds.. 

Bags number.. 

Becbe  de  mer.... pounds. 

Coal tons.. 

Cotton  goods: 

Cambrics ,  Turkey  red , 
pieces '. 

40,964 
302,610 
144,970 

91,953 

64.515. 
31,196 
13,058 

6,580 

53,200 
95,994 
138, 187 
95,204 

58.885 
12,479 
15.955 

5,620 

Cotton  goods— Cont'd. 
Drifis- 

American,pleces.. 

1               English do 

i               Japanese... do 

Italians pieces.. 

Japanese    cloth, 
vards 

38,824 
13,448 
19,075 
14,291 
93,649 

14,160 

4,746 

44,661 
4;841 
28,242 
17,234 
64,812 

Chlntxes pieces. . 

Cotton  flannel       do 

21,849 
6,537 

Crepe,  Japanese, 
yards. 

Jeans— 

Amerlcan,pieoe8.. 
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Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Cotton  goods— Cont'd. 

Flour pounds. . 

19,464,841 

6,367,774 

Jeans— Cont'd. 

Iron  and  steel: 

Dutch....  pieces.. 

380 

1,885 

Bamboo  steel.,  do.... 

960,684 

965,472 

English.... do.... 

60,646 

72,960 

Needles millions.. 

74,106 

68,460 

LasUngs do — 

15,797 

12,536 

New pounds.. 

3,884,398 

3,066,201 

Lawns  and  muslins, 

Old do.... 

11,628,689 

8,410.621 

pieces 

27,901 

18,861 

Isinglass do.... 

batches gross.. 

38,836 

63,707 

Sheetings- 

2,290,790 

1,602,017 

American,pleces.. 

354,204 

813,835 

Mats,  straw number . . 

Metais: 

111,866 

114,848 

English ...  .do. . . . 
Indian do.... 

32,642 

27,617 

4,075 

2,600 

Lead pounds.. 

433.979 

333,614 

Japanese... do 

Wliite,  plain, 

7,223 

918 

Quicksilver.... do.... 
Tin do.... 

16,891 
173,831 

2,128 
63,042 

pieces 

111,765 

98,710 

Oil,  kerosene: 

Shirtings— 

American gallons. . 

3,622,800 

3,421,580 

Gray,  plain— 

Russian do 

'  000 

American, 

Sumatra do — 

«0 

470,000 

pieces 

19,895 

39,090 

Opium pounds.. 

4s.r38 

32.800 

English, 

Paper do — 

1.25.'..  786 

900,676 

pieces 

33,399 

39,232 

Pepper do.... 

271.. 553 

289,406 

Japanese, 
pieces 

Seaweed do — 

7.soi,;{97 

5.781,111 

660 

330 

Soda do...- 

2,  Ml.  912 

3,498,776 

Dyed pieces.. 

Tdoth do.... 

16,803 

10,834 

Sugar do 

White  lead do.... 

29,ns2.(i63 

23,726,072 

104,764 

93,606 

86 

420.646 

Towels dosens.. 

Velvets  and  velvet- 

63,886 

40,107 

woolen  goods....{y-^:: 

64 
58 

96)360 
1,464 

eens yards.. 

102.445 

40,298 

Yams pounds.. 

4,668,034 

6,680,973 

The  quantity  of  the  principal  native  products  imported  through 
the  Imperial  customs  at  Cheroo  during  1907  and  1908  is  shown  m 
the  following  table: 


Articles. 


1907. 


1908. 


Artides. 


1907. 


1906. 


Arsenic 

Beans 

Books,  printed 

Cigarettes , 

Cloth,  native 

Cotton  goods,  Chinese: 

Sheetings 

Yam 

Cotton,  raw 

Flour 

Hemp 

Oil,  wood 


POttlMb. 

281,066 

38,297,616 

73,948 

87,833 

291,466 

06,680 
12,242 
473,879 
11,923,460 
476,022 
1,879,290 


Powni*, 

1,663,963 

18,176,812 

107,464 

72,133 

616,800 

0  28,190 

13, 174 

1,315.237 

20,280,106 

741,209 

1,944,460 


Rice 

Samshu 

Silk: 

Cocoons... 

Raw,  wild, 

Soda 

Sugar 

TaUow 

Tea 

Tobacco: 

Leaf 

Prepared. 


Potmdf. 

34,716,627 

1,692,941 

11,119.066 

342,342 

375,326 

7,463,428 

72,486 

1,193,675 

216,667 
932,330 


Potmdf. 
36,378,426 
2,070,278 

13,420,807 
301,246 
660,636 
6,666,767 
187,663 
681,343 

660,132 
937,261 


a  Pieces. 


In  addition  there  were  received  through  the  native  customs  at 
Chefoo  the  following  quantities  of  native  products:  In  1907, 
113,943,095  pounds  of  beans,  4,739,455  pounds  of  silk  cocoons,  and 
19,187,910  pounds  of  timber;  in  1908,  176,800,358  pounds  of  beans, 
2,783,557  pounds  of  silk  cocoons,  and  26,446,917  pounds  of  timber. 


DECLINE   IN   IMPORTS. 


Comparison  shows  a  general  decUne  in  imports  of  all  staples.  At 
the  same  time  this  is  not  the  case  with  imports  of  American  piece 
goods,  as  these  not  only  held  their  own  biit  increased  in  every  line  but 
one,  sneetings,  which  dropped  from  354,204  pieces  in  1907  to  313,835 
pieces  in  1908.  When  it  is  considered  that  the  imports  of  piece  goods 
as  a  whole  fell  ofif  very  considerably,  this  is  encouragmg.  It  is 
worthy  of  note  that  the  imports  of  Chinese  sheetings,  maniiractured 
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by  steam  factories  in  Shanghai,  increased  from  5,680  pieces  in  1907 
to  28,190  pieces  in  1908,  and  that  Chinese  cotton  yam  also  showed  an 
increase.  The  piece  goods  trade  of  Chefoo  is  done  abnost  entirely 
through  Shanghai. 

Imports  of  woolen  goods  and  metals  showed  a  general  decline  in  all 
lines.  From  an  American  viewpoint  the  most  noteworthy  imports 
of  the  articles  classed  as  sundries  by  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs 
are  flour  and  kerosene  oil.  The  foreign  flour  imported  in  1908,  chiefly 
American,  was  about  70  per  cent  less  than  in  1907.  To  take  the  place 
of  this  American  flour,  nearly  double  the  quantity  of  native  flour 
imported  in  1907  was  purchased  in  1908.  This,  taken  together  with 
the  increase  in  the  consumption  of  Chinese  manufactured  piece  goods, 
shows  the  increasing  tendency  of  the  Chinese  market  to  take  native 
manufactures  in  preference  to  foreign,  other  things  being  equal. 
Under  present  economic  conditions,  however,  the  high  rates  for  grain 
transportation  from  the  interior  to  the  mills  at  Shanghai  and  the  keen 
competition  of  free  foreign  flour  make  it  appear  unlikely  that  the 
Chinese  flour  industry  wifl  ever  be  able  to  supply  the  home  market. 

IMPORTS   OF  AMERICAN    KEROSENE — SELK  AND  OPIUM. 

While  imports  of  American  kerosene  oil  during  the  year  showed  a 
slight  decline  froin  the  1907  figures,  the  sales  of  oil  were  probably 
much  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year.  A  large  stock  is  always  kept 
on  hand  at  this  port,  and  imports  are  made  comparatively  seldom,but 
in  large  quantities.  That  the  amount  of  oil  sold  should  remain  the 
same  is  interesting,  as  the  price  in  Chefoo  rose  25  to  30  per  cent 
between  October,  1907,  and  April,  1908.  This  is  explained  in  part 
by  the  fall  in  silver  exchange,  ana  partly  by  business  arrangements 
between  the  chief  competing  companies.  Kussian  oil  disappeared 
from  the  1908  returns,  leaving  the  field  unequally  divided  between 
American  and  Sumatra  oil,  ASaerican  oil  constituting  about  87  per 
cent  of  all  imports  of  kerosene.  The  per  capita  consumption  of  oil  in 
this  region  must  be  slowly  rising,  as  the  total  trade  of  Chefoo  in  oil 
remains  the  same  though  Palny  and  many  points  along  the  Tsingtau- 
Tsinanfu  railway,  formerly  worked  from  tnis  port,  are  now  handled 
independently  of  Chefoo.  A  considerable  quantity  of  oil  purchased 
in  this  port  still  finds  its  way  into  those  districts  along  the  old  overland 
and  junk-trade  routes. 

The  predictions  of  a  large  cocoon  crop  were  realized,  and  a  slight 
advance  over  the  1907  returns,  themselves  very  high,  was  recorcfed. 
The  natural  result  of  this  is  seen  in  the  increased  exports  of  silk. 
Imports  of  opium  fell  off  about  30  per  cent  as  compared  with  1907. 

Japanese  products  again  showed  up  very  prominently  in  the 
returns.  The  close  proximity  of  Chefoo  to  Dalny,  Antung,  and  the 
Korean  ports  makes  it  a  natural  settUng  place  for  the  Japanese,  and 
they  are  consequently  introducing  their  wares  with  great  success. 

INCREASE   IN   EXPORTS. 

As  opposed  to  the  general  depression  in  imports,  exports  from 
Chefoo  snowed  a  general  increase,  particularly  noticeable  in  vermi- 
celli and  silks.    Bean  cake  fell  off  owing  to  the  competition  of  Dalny. 
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One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  export  business  in  1908 
was  the  building  up  of  a  trade  in  fresh  beef  between  Chefoo  and  Vladi- 
vostok. It  is  largely  in  American  hands,  and,  despite  lately  imposed 
likin  taxes  on  cattle  coming  from  the  interior,  seems  to  be  doing  well. 
Unfortunately  there  has  l^en  considerable  disease  among  the  cattle 
in  this  section.  All  cattle  before  being  slaughtered  for  shipment 
have  to  pass  a  rigid  veterinary  examination  by  the  Russian  authori- 
ties. The  exact  nature  of  the  disease,  the  most  noticeable  symptom 
of  which  is  a  high  fever,  has  not  been  made  known.  It  is  wide- 
spread throughout  the  interior  of  the  Province. 

The  quantity  of  the  principal  articles  exported  during  1907  and 
1908  is  shown  m  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


1907. 


Almonds iMunds.. 

Bean  cake do — 

Beans do — 

Beef do — 

Boots  and  shoes. . .  .pairs 


290,191 
133,067,908 
5,196,800 


_                          .  90,098 

Caps,  felt number..  8,976 

Cattle do....  2,359 

Clothing,  cotton,  .pounds. .  154, 400 

Dates do....  5,308,266 

Eges,  fresh number..  17,928,101 

h,  and  fishery  products, 

pounds 5.302,532 

Groundnuts iMunds..  18,528,932 

Hides,  cow do....,  241,066 


1908. 


396,333 

129,625,466 

2,646,800 

1,171,200 

163,899 

16,180 

6,566 

816.533 

6,489.066 

20,865,807 

4,912,399 

23,635,200 

207,066 


Articles. 


Licorice pounds. 

Mats,  rush number. 

Medicines iMunds. 

Oils: 

Bean do... 

Groundnut do. . . 

Seed,  sesa mum do... 

8Uk,and8ilkrefuse.do... 

Soda,  native do. . . 

Straw  braid do. . . 

Vermicelli do 

Walnuts do. . . 

Yeast do... 


1907. 


1908. 


1,253,300 

1,237,866 

127.809 

115,275 

1,290,133 

964,800 

1,291,733 

1,064,000 

135,333 

228,000 

225,600 

280,800 

2,814,664 

3,553,579 

78,666 

82,800 

188,666 

104,133 

24,275,333 

29,949,733 

533,733 

221,600 

226,133 

495,866 

DECLARED    EXPORTS    TO    UNITED    STATES. 


The  value  of  the  declared  exports  from  Chefoo  to  the  United 
States  and  island  possessions  during  1908  was  $132,343,  made  up 
as  follows:  Mules,  $1,317;  pongee  silks,  $130,883;  vermicelli,  $143. 

The  silk  trade  between  this  port  and  the  United  States  showed  a 
gratifying  increase  of  about  30,000  haikwan  taels  over  the  1907 
figures.  The  year  was  a  prosperous  one  for  all  branches  of  this 
trade.  From  the  returns  at  hand  it  seems  that  the  steam  filatures 
were  unable  to  make  much  headway  in  their  competition  with  the 
hand  filatures.  Late  in  the  year  the  trans-Pacific  steamship  lines 
announced  new  rates,  making  a  heavy  increase  in  freight  charges. 
As  a  result  of  strong  representations  made  by  the  exporters  of  silk 
from  the  Yangtze  Valley,  the  rates  were  reduced  as  regards  standard 
silks,  but  up  till  the  time  of  writing  it  is  still  in  force  as  regards 
Shantung  pongees.  This,  while  it  did  not  affect  the  exports  for 
1908,  as  the  sales  had  been  fixed  in  advance,  cut  down  the  exporters' 
profit  to  a  nominal  figure  in  many  cases,  and  may  l)e  expected  to 
cause  an  advance  in  price  for  1909.  Silk  is  now  practically  the  only 
article  exported  from  Chefoo  to  the  United  States. 

A  considerable  number  of  mules  were  purchased  in  this  Province 
during  1908  by  officers  of  the  Indian  army  remount  department. 
As  these  were  shipped  via  Weihaiwei  and  Tsingtau,  they  do  not 
appear  in  the  customs  returns  for  this  port.  One  shipment  of 
mules  was  made  from  Weihaiwei  to  Manila, 
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MOVEMENT    OP   TREASURE — SHIPPING. 

The  imports  of  treasure,  including  gold,  silver,  and  copper  into 
Chefoo  during  1908  were  valued  at  $2,829,265,  of  which  $2,817,573 
came  from  Chinese  ports  and  $11,692  from  foreign  countries.  Of 
the  entire  amount  from  both  sources  $27,613  was  gold,  $2,796,486 
silver,  and  $5,166  copper.  During  the  same  period  the  exports  were 
valued  at  $4,278,453,  of  which  $3,995,324  was  shipped  to  Chinese 
ports  and  $283,129  to  foreign  countries.  Of  the  total  exports 
$331,898  was  gold,  $3,939,603  silver,  and  $6,952  copper. 

The  record  of  shipping  for  the  year  shows  a  slight  falling  off  in 
the  number  and  aggregate  tonnage  of  vessels  entering  the  port. 
Of  the  2,549  entries,  the  total  tonnage  of  which  was  1,920,364,  the 
United  Kingdom  was  represented  by  641  vessels  of  759,602  tons, 
the  largest  tonnage  of  any  country  trading  with  the  port.  Japan, 
second  m  tonnage,  sent  a  larger  number  of  ships,  the  entries  being 
1,150  vessels  of  501,795  tons;  Chinese  vessels,  to  the  number  of 
486,  with  a  tonnage  of  387,637.  entered.  One  American  vessel  and 
a  small  steam  launch  under  tne  American  flag  and  owned  locally, 
made  up  the  5  entries  credited  to  ihe  United  States,  the  aggregate 
tonnage  represented  being  2,149. 

Of  the  carrying  trade  with  foreign  countries  directly  Japan  has 
about  59  per  cent.  Great  Britain  about  16  per  cent,  and  Germany 
about  11  per  cent,  the  remainder  being  divided  among  Norway, 
Korea,  Chma,  Russia,  and  the  United  States,  the  latter  with  less  than 
1  per.  cent. 

The  port  dues  collected  by  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  at 
Chefoo  amounted  in  1907  to  $430,309,  and  in  1908  to  $407,610. 
During  the  same  years  $49,571  and  $47,461,  respectively,  were 
collected  hy  the  native  customs.  There  were  during  1908  between 
fifty  and  sixty  days  when  cargo  could  not  be  worked  in  the  harbor 
on  account  of  rough  weather.  In  addition  to  the  loss  involved 
through  demurrage,  considerable  damage  was  done  to  lighters. 
To  remedy  this  state  of  affairs  the  foreign  and  Chinese  merchants 
have  €tsked  the  Grovemment  to  devise  some  means  for  raising  revenue 
to  construct  a  breakwater.  All  the  important  firms,  with  one  excep- 
tion, have  aOTeed  to  pay  an  extra  tax  of  one-fifth  of  1  per  cent  for  a 
breakwater  nind,  should  the  Government  take  the  matter  up.  While 
nothing  definite  has  been  done  as  yet,  it  is  probable  that  a  breakwater 
will  be  under  construction  within  the  next  two  years. 

AGRICULTURAL   AND   COMMERCIAL   PROSPECTS. 

Owing  to  the  complete  failure  of  the  snowfall  this  season  (1908-9) 
in  Chefoo  and  vicinity,  it  is  feared  that  there  will  be  a  famine  through- 
out the  northern  part  of  the  Province  during  1909.  The  central  and 
southern  regions  nave  fortunately  had  sumcient  snowfall  to  insure 
partial  crops  at  least.  Nevertheless,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  and 
great  expense  of  transportation  from  the  interior,  it  is  always  possible 
to  have  severe  distress  in  one  locality,  while  only  some  hundred  miles 
away  conditions  may  be  but  little  out  of  the  normal.  Even  a  partial 
failure  of  the  crops  would  embarrass  two  of  Chefoo's  staple  indus- 
tries— the  manufacture  of  vermicelli  and  that  of  bean  cake — ^both  of 
which  depend  on  the  bean  crop.  Further,  any  rise  in  the  price  of 
foodstuffs  means  a  lessened  buying  capacity  for  imports. 
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On  the  whole,  1908  has  been  a  satisfactory  year  for  Chefoo.  Trade 
has  shown  signs  of  further  recovery  from  the  depression  experienced 
munediately  after  the  Russo-Japanese  war,  and  high  hopes  are  enter- 
tained for  1909.  The  persistent  drought  has,  however,  cast  a  shadow 
on  the  commercial  outlook. 

FOOCHOW. 

By  Consul  Samuel  L.  Graoet. 

The  value  of  the  principal  imports  into  Foochow  during  1907  and 
1908,  respectively,  is  shown  in  tne  following  table: , 


Articles. 


Aniseed 

Becbe  de  mer 

Birds'  nests , 

Boxes ,  tancy , 

Braid,  llama , 

Bran,  rice 

Builaing  material 

Butter  and  cheese , 

Candles , 

Cardamons 

Cement 

Chemical  products: 

Sulphuric  acid 

Unclassified 

China  ware 

Clocks  and  watches 

Clothing,  hats,  etc 

Cloves  and  spices 

Coal 

Dyestufls  and  colors: 

Aniline 

Bark,  mangroye 

Indigo— 

Artificial 

Vegetable , 

SapanwDod 

Vermilion 

other 

Electrical  materials 

Enameled  ware 

Fans,  palm-leaf 

Fish,  and  fish  products. . 

Flour 

Fruits,  dried 

Furniture 

Ginseng 

Glass  and  glassware 

Ohie 

Graphophones,  etc 

Haberdashery 

Hemp 

Hides,  cow  and  buffalo. . , 

Hosierr 

Houaenold  goods,  etc 

Instruments  and  appara- 
tus  

Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures or: 

Anchors,      anvils, 
chains 

Bamboo  steel 

Bars 

Hardware 

Machinery    and    flt- 
tfaigs 

Nails  and  rivets , 

Needles :.... 

Old 

Plates  and  sheets 

Wire 

Other 

Isinglass 

Jade  stone 

Lamps , 


1907. 


S2,743 
&4.351 
11,298 
3,290 
5,5S2 
2,646 
10,050 
1,718 
8,316 
4,038 
1,640 

6,794 
1,614 
1,705 
11,810 
12, 134 
6,965 
41,626 

22.710 
3,801 

8,503 
5,938 
1,314 
7.084 
2,656 
2,013 
3.807 
2,954 
227,859 
589,406 
5,672 
10,862 
52,366 
15,680 
2,790 
1,012 
2,406 
9,844 
3,185 
7,290 
17,810 

4,159 


1,236 
5,881 
1,182 
6,666 

10,816 
4,344 
4,692 

23,397 
6,543 
2,249 
3,854 

16,366 
104 

28,263 


1908. 


91,783 

61,257 

6,056 

463 

4,711 

706 

2,662 

1,152 

10,107 

6,233 

3,185 

1,522 

808 

586 

6,074 

4,250 

6,227 

38,614 

2,321 
6,588 

9.115 

1,611 

1,426 

4,667 

940 

1,199 

2,373 

1,243 

159.870 

353,609 

7,334 

4,604 

15,706 

9,195 

1,559 

337 

388 

5,506 

1,179 

7,831 

12,905 

1,603 


28 

744 

125 

4,699 

7,397 

2,220 

1,537 

8,463 

214 

179 

911 

7,389 

6,862 

19,026 


Articles. 


Leather,    and    manufac- 
tures of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Leather 

Other 

Matches 

Match-making  materials. . 

Matting 

Medicines 

Metals: 

Brass  bars,  rods,  etc. . 
Copper- 
Bare,  rods,  etc 

Ingots  and  ore 

Wire,  etc 

Lead,  bare  and  pigs... 

Quicksilver 

Tin- 
Blabs 

Plates 

White  metal 

Zinc- 
Sheets  and  plates. 

Spelter 

Milk,  condensed 

Musical  instruments 

Mushrooms 

Oils: 

Engine,  American 

Kerosene 

Opium 

Paints  and  paint  oil 

Paper 

Pepper 

Perfumery 

Rattans 

Rice 

Sandalwood 

Seaweed  and  agar-agar.... 

Seeds 

Skins  and  fure 

Soaps 

Soda 

Stationery- 

Stores,  marine  and  engi- 
neere' 

Suear 

Telegraph  materials 

Textiles: 

Cotton  goods- 
Alpacas,  lusters, 

etc 

Blankets  and  cov- 
ers  

Cambrics,  lawns, 

etc 

Chintzes 

Cotton  fiannel 

Drills 

Fancy  woven 

Hanakerchiefis. . . 
Japanese      cloth 
and  crape. 


1907. 


6,617 


1908. 


1066 

«260 

20,873 

19,572 

2,231 

1,876 

60,722 

46,706 

6,138 

945 

37,542 

29,426 

63,512 

41,260 

6,162 

4,789 

1,154 

29 

113,183 

122,028 

4,693 

363 

92,678 

91,976 

4,690 

6,356 

241,409 

114,243 

341 

11,470 

10,214 

213 

4,403 

275 

1,290 

2,041 

1,412 

3,226 

1,627 

66 

1,627 

1,606 

1,166 

326,201 

450,892 

1,818,864 

1,242,236 

6,548 

4,660 

30,319 

13,106 

11,511 

11,613 

2,663 

1,924 

19,945 

14,009 

612,680 

4,807 

22,756 

15,896 

39,783 

10,420 

9,771 

8,389 

2,618 

1,119 

20,297 

10,996 

2,862 

69 

7,658 

6,141 

2,762 

4,211 

423, 147 

334,978 

11,863 

309 

3,468 

4,066 

4,039 

1,157 

14,160 

2,938 

14,921 

7,966 

8,390 

762 

27,200 

32,950 

3,998 

1,360 

2,078 

1,676 

3,063 
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Articles. 


Textiles— Continued. 
Cotton  goods— Cont'd 
Lastings— 

Plain 

Figured 

Muslins 

Shirtings — 

Gray 

Hongkong, 

dyed 

White 

Tdoths 

Thread 

Towels 

Union  and  pon- 
cho doth 

Yam 

Other  cotton 

Other  mixtures. . . 
SiUcs,  and  mixtures 
of— 

Piece  goods 

Plushes 


1907. 


$57,526 
25,114 
14,169 

106,912 

32,338 
40,455 
144,108 
13,409 
6,090 

4,157 

650,289 

62,217 

4,813 


10,108 
1,979 


1908. 


S20,187 
13.031 
2,088 

66,173 

26,031 
39,202 
67,751 
8,704 
3,490 

3,818 
63,196 
19,760 

4,215 


919 
184 


ArUdee. 


Textllea— Continued. 
Woolen  eoods— 
Blankets  and  rugs 

Camlets 

Cloth 

Lastines 

,  Spanish  stripes.., 

Other.*.'.".;!!!!!! 

Timber,  hard  wood 

Tobacco,  and  manuOac- 
turesof: 
Cigarettes  and  cigare. , 

Leaf,  etc 

Toilet  requisites 

Toys 

Umbrellas 

Varnish 

Waters,  mineral,  etc 

Wines,  beer,  ana  spirits . . 
Postal  parcels , 


1907. 


1908. 


$7,378 

$6,792 

12,429 

4.280 

11,658 

4.624 

2,878 

2,963 

7,373 

3.424 

30,578 

22,766 

6,458 

5.494 

5,070 

5,763 

12,360 

4,189 

701 

745 

9,802 

2,404 

2,038 

1.479 

6,818 

2.945 

4,118 

5,944 

2,627 

2,664 

11,157 

7.739 

20,777 

17,393 

The  value  of  the  chief  exports  from  Foochow  during  1907 
1908  is  shown,  by  articles,  in  the  following  table: 


and 


Articles. 


Alum,  white 

Bamboo    and     bamboo 

ware 

Bones 

Books,  printed 

Camphor 

China  and  earthenware . . . 
Clothing,  boots,  and  shoes, 

Chinese 

Curiosities 

Feathers 

Fireworks 

Fish  and  fishery  products. 
Fruits: 

Dried  and  preserved. . 

Fresh 

Peel,  orange  and  pom- 
elo  

Furniture 

Hemp 

Iron ,  and  manufoctures  of. 

Joss  sticks 

Leather 


1907. 


$3,200 

43,514 
3,976 
4.556 
,336,275 
7,309 

9,173 
10,233 
19,040 
844 
23,661 

155,856 
119,912 

11,403 
18,270 
9,526 
2,489 
3,322 
9,926 


1906. 


$8,451 


1,512 

357,554 

10,480 

4,827 

1,449 

20,496 

23,866 

1,329 

50,257 
5,285 


6,600 

431 

1,239 

1,661 


Articles. 


Medicines 

Oils: 

Aniseed,  cassia,  etc. .. 

Bean  and  ground  nut. 

Paper 

Provisions  and  vegetables. 
Rape  and  vegetable  seed. . 

Seedcake 

Silk: 

Piece  goods 

Waste 

Tea: 

Black 

Oreen 

Mixed 

Tea  dust 

Tobacco 

Zinc 

Wood,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Timber 

Wooden  ware 

Postal  parcels 


1907. 


$63,220 

102,418 
27,877 
724,998 
472,640 
16,428 
8,085 

2,834 
2,422 

2,944,977 

42,910 

125,110 

9,440 

1,294 

2,477 


1,193,122 
7,202 
2,680 


1908. 


$18,066 

610 

3,807 

30.322 

139,922 


97,545 
49 


2,794,789 

31,640 

1 

386 

4,974 


221,755 
4,306 
2,826 


The  declared  value  of  exports  from  Foochow  to  the  United  States 
during  1907  and  1908  is  shown,  by  articles,  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Artldes. 

1907. 

1908. 

Camphor  .                

$74,585 

2,651 

814 

196 

227 

$5,056 
3,644 
1,461 

Oil,  camphor. ..  . 

$49 

Drawn  work,  linen 

R^^j^hAff   * 

$93 

Household  Koods 

Tea 

540,997 

483,319 

Labels 

Total 

Lacquer  ware.... 

619,519 

493,673 
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HANKOW. 

By  Consul-General  William  Martin. 

The  year  1908  will  go  down  in  the  history  of  the  Hankow  district 
as  one  filled  more  or  less  with  uncertainty  and  disaster.  At  the 
opening  of  the  year  the  negotiation  of  a  loan  from  British  investors 
by  the  General  uovemment  for  the  building  of  a  certain  railway  was 
widely  discussed,  the  natives  claiming  that  they  could,  and  would, 
furnish  the  money  themselves.  After  the  loan  a^eement  was  com- 
pleted, Hankow  was  affected  by  a  tidal  wave  which  swept  down  the 
Han  River.  Hundreds  of  Uves  were  lost  and  much  property  destroyed. 
An  epidemic  of  cholera  next  visited  the  cities  of  Hankow,  Wuchang, 
and  Hanyang  and  carried  off,  it  is  said,  over  20,000  persons.  That 
again  was  followed  by  such  a  drop  in  exchange  as  practically  to  stop 
aU  business  for  a  short  time.  Two  large  native  banks  and  18  smaller 
ones  failed  and  for  a  few  days  money  could  not  be  borrowed  at  any 
price. 

As  a  result  of  these  and  other  adverse  circumstances,  the  net  trade 
of  the  port  of  Hankow  declined  $11,390,030  from  the  previous  year's 
business,  the  total  net  trade  for  1908  being  $80,667,074,  against 
$92,057,104  in  1907.  Kiukiang  also  lost  in  trade,  but  other  ports  of 
this  district  managed  to  hold  their  own.  Foreign  imports  at  Hankow 
fell  off  $1,577,804  and  imports  from  native  ports  $6,726,073,  while 
exports  of  Chinese  goods  to  foreign  countries  declinea  $9,713,568,  as 
compared  with  1907.  The  gross  and  net  trade  for  1908  at  Hankow 
and  other  ports  in  this  consular  district  is  shown  in  the  following 
statement: 


Imports  and  exports. 

Hankow. 

Kiukiang. 

Ichang. 

Changsha. 

Yochow. 

Imports  of  foreign  goods: 

From  foreign  countries  and  Hongkong. 
From  Chinese  ports 

113,946,113 
18,002,806 

$206,377 
6,746,984 

$27,663 
2,617,760 

$106,226 
2,942,315 

$3,518 
257,910 

Total  foreign  Imports 

31,948,919 

6,963,361 

2,545,432 

3,048,541 

261,428 

Reexported  to  foreign  countries  and 

HAngknng. 

91,794 
4,021,681 

Reexporte<rto  Chinese  ports 

12,789 

1,336,542 

10,582 

1,008 

Total  foreign  reexports 

4,113,475 

12,789 

1,336,542 

10,682 

1,098 

Total  net  foreign  Imports 

27,835,444 

6,940,572 

1,208,890 

3,037,969 

260,330 

Impcnts  of  native  produce 

12,235,520 

2,566,049 

6,866,052 

528,066 

156,168 

Reexported  to  foreign  countries  and 
Hongkong 

1,853,838 
2,843,028 

Reexported  to  Chinese  ports 

222,238 

6,642,606 

409 

47,614 

Total  native  reexports , 

4,696,866 

222,238 

6,642,508 

409 

47,614 

Total  net  native  Imports 

7,538,654 

2,333,8n 

223,544 

527,677 

107,544 

Exports  of  native  produce  of  local  origin: 
Exported  to  foreign  countries. . 

9,215,804 
36,077,172 

32,491 
10,915,898 

"3,m]m 

9 
2,643,831 

69 

Exported  to  Chinese  ports 

1,610,360 

Total  exix>rts 

45,292,976 

10,948,380 

3,083,649 

2,643,840 

1,610,438 

Gross  value  of  the  trade 

89,477,415 
80,667,074 
92,057,104 
76,803,714 

20,457,799 
20,222,772 
24,260,900 
18,184,808 

13,095,133 
5,116,083 
5,009,670 
3,466,217 

6,220,467 
6,200,476 
5,833,706 
4,233,447 

2,027,024 

Net  vahie  of  the  trade 

1,978,312 

Net  trade  of  the  port  In  1907 

1,083,326 

Net  trade  of  the  port  In  1906 

697,670 
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IMPORTS   AND   EXPORTS,    BY   COUNTRIES. 

Russian  Pacific  ports  received  the  bulk  of  the  merchandise  exported 
from  Hankow  in  1908  directly  to  foreign  countries^  but  the  United 
States,  including  Hawaii,  supplied  the  larger  portion  of  the  direct 
imports,  with  the  United  Kingdom  ranking  second  and  Japan  third. 
The  distribution  of  the  imports  from  and  the  exports  and  reexports 
to  foreign  countries  during  1908  is  shown  in  the  lollowing  table: 


Country. 


United  States,  including 
HawaU 

Australia,  New  Zealand, 
etc 

Austria-Hungary 

Belgium 

British  India 

Canada 

Denmark 

Dutch  Indies 

France 

Germany 

Hongkong 

Italy.. .T! 

Japan 


Imports  of 
forelgu 

goods  from 
foreign 
ports. 


$2,834,542 

44,538 

49,040 

770,242 

1,778,894 

4,095 

3,204 

824,712 

155,906 

598,911 

1,051,768 

3,408 

2,216,209 


Exports      I 
plus  reex-    I 
ports  to 
foreign 
ports. 


$189,608 


11,309 
813,062 


13,426 


744,420 
878,333 
14,013 
621,021 
761,786 


Country. 


Netherlands 

PhlUpplnes 

Russia: 

European  ports.. 


European! 
SlberCT.. 


Pacific  ports 

Singapore,  etc 

Spain,  including  Gibraltar 

Turkey  and  Perda 

United  Kingdom 

All  other  countries 


Total. 


Imports  of 
foreign 

goods  from 
fbrelgn 
ports. 


$12,170 
511 

67,162 


2,601 

214,761 

196 

56,881 

771 

2,354,245 

1,337 


13,946,113 


Exports 
plus  reex- 
ports to 
foreign 
ports. 


$291,079 


678,716 

17,431 

4,706,578 


21,000 


57,044 
1,254,801 


11,161,436 


IMPORTS  AND  BEEXPOBTS   OP  FOBEION   ABTICLES. 

In  the  following  statement  are  riven  by  principal  articles  the 
imports  into  and  the  reexports  of  foreign  goods  from  Hankow 
during  1908: 


Articles. 


and 


Bags  of  all  kinds... 
Belting,  machine. . , 

Birds'  nests. 

Books  and  charts. . 
Building    material 

fittings 

Buttons,  brass  and  fimcy . . 

Candy 

Cement 

Chemicals  and  medicines: 
Chemicals- 
Add,  sulphuric... 

Other 

Medldnes- 

Oinseng 

other 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 

Clothing,  hats,  etc 

Coal 

Copper,  and  manufactures 

of: 

Ingots,  slabs,  and  ore. 

Bars,  rods,  wire,  etc. . 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Cambrics,  lawns,  and 

muslins 

Drilto— 

American. 

English. 

Japanese 

Flannel.  American.... 

Irish,  white 

ItaUans. 

Jeans,  English. 


Imports. 


$160,297 
11,873 
22,702 
16,724 

13.120 
14.447 
63,891 
161,002 


17,667 
12,225 

36,606 
121,377 
13,706 
10,835 
120,328 


2,061,173 
10,108 


1,528 
'48,'64i 


168,780 
34,462 


Reexports. 


$73,088 


12,580 
12,063 


16,021 


724,066 


10,010 

10,687 
8,155 
7,746 
10,018 
25,998 
3,470 
8,733 


ArUdes. 


Cotton,  manufactures  of— 
Continued. 

Lastings. 

Sheetings- 
American. 

English 

Japanese. 

Shirtings— 
Gray- 
English.... 
Japanese... 
White- 
English.... 

Dutch 

Tdoth— 

English 

OJier 

Turkey  reds ,  _ 

Velvets  and  velvefaens 

Venetians 

Yam— 

Entdlsh 

Indbn. 

Japanese 

Other 

Crudbles 

Dyes  and  dyestuffs: 

Aniline 

Indigo 

Sapanwood 

Vermilion 

Electrical  materials  and 

flttinoB 

neledware 


Imports. 


$66,080 

63,806 
5,990 
3.386 


83 
4,686 

126,705 


83,773 
1,666 


32.266 

877 

352,780 

8,877 

13,020 

14,545 


13,622 
11,896 

280,440 
15,806 


Reexports. 


$31,003 

7,028 
31,387 


268,502 


841,436 
14,180 


18,705 
26.088 
41,825 


200,511 

441,874 

10,764 


15,861 
106,00S 


6,481 
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Articles. 


Imports. 


Reexports. 


ArUcles. 


Imports. 


Reexports. 


Fans,  palm-leaf 

Fkh  and  flsh  products: 

Becbedemer 

Other 

Famitmv  and  materials 

for  making 

Q]b»,  window 

Ounny  cloth 

Iron  and  steel,  manufao- 
turesof: 

Bars 

Machinery — 

Cotton  gins  and 

parts 

Oflier 

Nails  and  rivets 

Needles 

Old 

Pipes  and  tubes 

R^ls 

Railway   plant   and 

materials 

Sheets,  galvanized  . . . 

Tin  plates 

Other 

Haberdashery 

Lamps  and  lamp  ware — 
Leaa  in  pigs  and  bars 


Matches 

Match-making  materials. . 

Mats  of  aU  kinds 

Metalsn.  e.  s 

Nuts,  betel 

OUs: 

Engine 

QaaoUne 

Kerosene — 

American 

Borneo 

Sumatra , 

Paper,  and  manufactures 

Stationery 

Other 

Ribbons,  silk  and  cotton  . 


•41,450 

16,176 
19,190 

22,072 
29,763 
20,520 


15.506 


25,167 
931,607 
17,605 
26.218 
21,876 
312,139 
7.3,924 

868,909 
16.490 

191,514 
42,306 
11,934 


12,215 
42,706 
76,554 
23,845 
17,111 
28,868 

11,962 
3,411 

1,413,249 
604,140 
288,437 


10,383 
44,062 
10,500 


$7,027 


Seaweed. 

Seeds: 

Anise,  star 

Cardamon 

Silk,  manufactures  of: 

Piece  goods  and  mix- 
tures  

Plushes  and  velvets, 

silk  mixed. 

Soap 

Spelter 

Spices: 


3,300 
11,806 
15,410  I 


24,062 


9,522 


130,979 


Pepper. 
Othei 


Spirits,  wines,  etc.: 

Beer  and  porter 

Wines: 

Spirits 

Stores: 

Household 

Marine  and  engineers'. 
Sugar: 

Brown 

White 

Refined 

Tea  and  tea  dust: 

Ceylon  and  India 

Java 

Telegraphic  materials 

Tin: 

FoU 

Slabs 

Umbrellas,  Japanese. 

Wood: 

Sandalwood 

Timber. 

Wool,  manufactures  of: 

Braid,  llama 

Cloth 

Mixtures 

Yam  and  cord 

Other : 

Parcels  post  n .  e.  s 

All  other  articles , 


13,790 

16,786 
49,768 


16,3n 


16,848 
22,632 

60,349 
5,493 

18,820 
20,379 
5,079 

26,187 
5,534 

479,482 

46,132 

336.524 

1,607,126 
106,932 
13,102 

6,320 


20,322 

58,138 
237,468 

58,796 
15,013 
31,242 
73,964 
4,298 
28,926 
1,068,421 


Total. 


13,946,113 


118,160 


11,000 


19,610 

12,481 
5,924 


7,478 


23.108 
21,033 
127,018 

46,482 


15,310 
10,557 

11,113 


25,603 
30,868 


16,970 


4,113.476 


AMERICAN    KEROSENE   SHOWS   STEADY   GAIN. 

It  is  difficult  to  obtain  accurate  information  as  to  the  amounts  of 
foreign  imports  entered  at  Hankow,  for  this  is  an  inland  port  and 
most  of  the  foreign  articles  are  tabulated  in  the  customs  returns  as 
bein^  imported  ftom  Chinese  ports,  without  the  country  of  origm, 
simply  because  they  are  transsnipped  at  Shanghai.  The  imports  of 
Amencan  kerosene  increased  during  1908,  amounting  to  18,606,118 
gallons  as  compared  with  16,292,261  gallons  in  1907.  Sumatra  oil 
also  increased  by  2,571 .801  gallons,  while  Borneo  oil  declined  3.394,008 
gallons  and  Russian  oil  disappeared  entirely  from  the  list.  Tne  value 
of  the  American  oil  brought  in  from  foreign  and  native  ports  is  com- 
puted at  $2,449,440.  The  actual  business  in  all  oils  during  the  year 
showed  an  increase  over  1907^  as  this  trade  felt  the  eflfects  of  the 
prevailing  commercial  depression  less  than  any  other.  Importers' 
prices  during  the  year  showed  few  variations,  though  the  average 
price  in  taels  was  considerably  higher  in  1908  than  for  years  paSi, 
due,  probably,  to  the  rate  of  exchange.  American  case  oil  ranged 
from  2.25  taels  to  2.35  taels  during  the  year;  American  bulk  oil,  1.57 
to  1.74  taels;  Borneo  bulk  oil,  1.47  to  1.64  taels;  and  Sumatra  bulk, 
1.67  to  1.72  taels.  The  stocks  carried  forward  to  1909  are  computed 
at  11,340,000  gallons,  a  very  large  amount. 
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The  American  piece-goods  market  was  very  dull  during  1908,  and 
imports  fell  off  sharply.  Imports  of  American  shirting  decUned  from 
$59,493  in  1907  to  nothing  m  1908;  sheetings  fell  from  $151,365  to 
$63,805;  jeans,  from  $7,915  to  nothing;  drills,  from  $652,170  to 
$1,528  •  and  T  cloth  showed  the  small  gain  of  $1,108.  These  decreases 
were  cniefly  due  to  the  overstocked  condition  of  the  market  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year. 

EXPORTS    BY   ARTICLES. 

In  the  following  statement  are  given  the  principal  native  articles 
of  export  and  reexport  from  Hankow  to  foreign  countries  and  to 
Chinese  ports: 


Articles. 

Foreign 
countries. 

Chinese 
ports. 

Articles. 

Foreign 
oountnes. 

Chinese 
ports. 

AbutUon 

$16,069 

$70,243 
76,763 
14,612 
60,309 
83,061 
33,818 

26,713 
105,907 
264,424 
106.760 
777,368 
6,786 
283,155 

82,230 
172,045 
962,462 
13,484 
18,117 
10,365 
16,445 
306,804 
28,366 
11,027 

964,261 

271,964 

11,761 

191,664 

77,424 

84,277 

47,451 
166,823 
63,607 
21,916 

22,413 

66,756 

116,110 

36,309 

88,372 

13,670 

874,890 

364,624 

13,601 

13,363 

10,489 
1,796,034 

12,341 
17,720 
06,623 
39,886 
25,166 
662,189 
819,948 

Hides  and  skins-Cont'd. 
Land  otter 

Albumen 

$19,189 

Bones 

49,616 

Leopard 

17,430 

Books,  printed 

27,616 

Braid,  straw 

Weasel 



60,315 

"Bnmi  fnann^tHnvwi  o^ . . . 

Other 

13,006 

Breaastufb: 

Barley 

Iron  and  steel,  manufso- 
tures  of: 
Bolts^nts,  and  rivets 

Bran 

4,902 

20,973 

Flour 

28,033 

Vermlcem 

Pim» 

104,326 

Wheat 

Pigs,  etc 

$804,364 

208,889 

Other 

RiSi.. .:;:::::::::::: 

429,378 

Bristles 

184,318 

Spikes 

18,968 

Chemicals,    drugs,    and 
medicines: 

Tie  plates 

20,162 

Ltty  flowers,  dried 

28,617 

Arsenic 

Mercury 

46,768 

China  root 

Munitions  of  war 

62,839 

Medidnefl 

Musk 

17,733 

Potash 

Oils: 

Bean ^ . . . 

Other 

296,674 

Charcoal 

Sesame  and  wood... . . 
Tea 

847,122 

8,040,288 

r.iothfng,  old 

113.604 

Coal...TI 

Other 

8,077 

Coir  and  coir  ware. 

Oilcake: 

Bean 

7,624 

Coke 

1,685,962 

Cotton,    Mid     mannfMV 

26,884 

Cotton-seed 

88  773 

turesof: 

Rape  and  vegetable. . . 

4^336 

Raw 

Sesame 

1,168,601 

4.424,888 

Nankeens. 

Opium 

668,806 

Ribbons 

Antimony 

848,403 

6,886 

199,484 

18,016 

68,903 

4,474 

flh|rt4n«i , 

Yam  (fiankow) 



flyiwum ' 

113,766 

Dyestufls.. 1 

Iron 

Eggs: 

Albumen  and  ydk. . . 
Fresh 

107,099 

Lead 

ZIno 

Paper 

148,872 

Feathers 

Ppnonal  e  ffecip 

164,636 

Firecrackers 

Pipes,  brass  and  white 
metal 

Fruits  and  nuts: 

16,279 

Chestnuts 

HnmW 

89,471 

986,002 

Dates 

Rice 

68,165 

Gn>undnxit4 

Samshu 

61209 

Pf  rRimmons,  dried ... 

14,999 

Walnuts....' 

SUk,  andmanufBotures  of: 
Raw- 
White 

White  nuts 

Fungus 

46,992 

OftllnUtS a  X 

161,099 

Yellow 

1,179,922 
86  869 

Cirvim  rfoth .....      .  . 

Steam  filatures.  • . 

Hemn  twine  and  ^-hrmd  ^ 

Wild 

87,271 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cocoons  and  refoae.. . . 

169,861 

Cat 

Headbandf    .      .  . 

18,848 

Cow.  buffalo,  etc 

Ootttog- 

Goat 

992,092 

Poncee  (H(Hian) 

248,193 

RlXni 

23.831 

Thread 

»\m 

Hare  and  rabbit.. 

Waste 

54,609 

Lamb 

TaUow: 

Animal 

Sheep 

41,253 

Doe 

Vegetable 

237,616 
6,017,490 

834^486 

Goat 

60,029 

Tea 

0,S^263 
16,9n 

Lamb 

Tin 
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Articles. 

Foreign 
countries. 

Chinese 
ports. 

Articles. 

Foreign 
oountrTes. 

Chinese 
ports. 

TobiK^co,  ftnd   manufac-  ' 

$431,142 

1,165,966 

28,219 

15,091 

633,537 

2,057,204 
10,418 

Wax 

$146,081 
628,512 

turn  of: 
Leaf 

Wood,  and  manulactures 
of... 

Prepared  . 

All  other  articles 

1148,737 

2,256,777 

Cigarettes 

Total 

11,069,642 

38,920,200 

vSSSt^:.^^^  .:::::::: 

Vegetables: 

Beans 

1461,960 

RhulMrb 

AMERICA   A   SMALL  BUYER   OF  HIDES. 

As  SO  many  hides  and  skins  are  shipped  out  of  China  every  year, 
the  Chinese  officials  at  Wuchang  a  few  years  ago  decided  to  utilize 
these  articles  themselves  and  compete  with  the  foreign  manufac- 
turer in  making  leather.  With  that  end  in  view  they  erected  a  tan- 
nery at  Wuchang,  across  the  river  from  Hankow,  and  secured  the 
services  of  German  experts  to  instruct  their  own  people,  later  employ- 
ing Japanese  in  place  of  the  Germans.  So  far,  however,  the  tannery 
has  not  been  a  success  and  it  in  no  way  competes  with  the  foreign 
leather. 

While  there  was  a  sUght  increase  in  the  number  of  cowhides 
shipped  to  the  United  States  during  1908,  the  United  States  took  less 
than  6  per  cent  of  the  whole  amount  exported.  In  1908  the  United 
States,  out  of  a  total  of  19,665,500  pounds  of  cowhides  exported, 
took  but  1,034,900  pounds.  Shanghai  received  4,373,200  pounds  of 
these  hides,  and  Europe  13,257,400  pounds.  In  1907  the  United 
States  purchased  895,300  poimds  of  cowhides,  Shanghai  4.305.500 
pounds,  and  Europe  11,483,200  pounds.  Inquiry  was  made  or  an 
American  shipper  as  to  the  reason  why  so  small  a  percentage  of  the 
hides  shipped  from  Hankow  went  to  the  United  States,  and  the  reply 
was  that,  tor  one  reason,  American  firms  as  yet  take  but  slight  interest 
in  the  China  business.  Ninety-five  per  cent  of  the  firms  in  China 
doing  business  with  the  United  States  are  European.  Another  rea- 
son IS  that  many  of  these  European  firms  are  agents  for  steamship 
lines  and  get  their  freight  from  10  to  20  per  cent  cheaper  as  a  com- 
mission, and  since  they  are  European  firms  their  respective  countries 
have  the  preference  in  their  business. 


BRISTLES — WOOD  OIL  AND  TEA. 

During  1907  there  were  shipped  from  the  port  of  Hankow  1,255,800 
pounds  of  bristles.  The  Umted  States  took  148,800  pounds  and 
Shanghai  107,700  pounds,  while  Europe  took  695,400  pounds  direct. 
During  1908  there  were  shipped  from  this  port  a  larger  amount  by 
25,066  pounds,  yet  the  shipments  to  the  Umted  States  dropped  from 
148.800  pounds  in  1907  to  51,200  pounds  in  1908.  This  decline  is 
said  to  be  due  to  the  fact  that  manufacturers  in  the  United  States 
desire  only  bristles  from  2  to  3}  inches  long.  In  London  the  differ- 
ent lengtlis  are  sorted  and  sold  at  auction,  so  that  one  may  buy  just 
what  is  wanted,  while  if  the  bristles  are  bought  in  China  they  must 
be  taken  as  they  come. 
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The  exports  of  wood  oil  to  the  United  States  in  1908  amounted 
to  $725,615,  an  increase  of  $171,563  over  1907,  but  the  increase  in 
quantity  was  greater  in  proportion  because  of  the  large  purchasing 
power  of  the  gold  dollar  dunng  1908  as  compared  with  the  two  pre- 
ceding years.  American  vamish  makers  are  learning  the  advantages 
of  the  use  of  this  oil  and  to  some  extent  it  is  taking  the  place  of  the 
old  ffum. 

The  total  amount  of  tea  exported  to  the  United  States  during  1908 
was  valued  at  $638,961,  agamst  $517,161  in  1907  and  $243,698  in 
1906.  The  total  amoimt  of  tea  of  all  kinds  exported  from  Hankow 
during  the  year  was  $12,314,752,  and  that  to  foreign  countries 
$6,017,490.  Over  half  of  the  latter  amount  went  to  Russia  alone, 
that  country  importing  more  than  all  the  rest  of  Europe  and  Anierica 
combined.  It  is  conceded  by  experts  that  in  flavor  China  tea  is  the 
peer  of  any  tea  in  existence,  and  although  the  plants  taken  to  India 
and  Ceylon  flourish  their  flavor  does  not  equal  that  of  tea  grown  in 
China. 

Of  the  black  tea  exported  from  Hankow  to  foreign  countries, 
Vladivostok  took  $1,615,373  worth  and  Nicolaievsk  $1,153,276. 
while  St.  Petersburg,  Moscow,  Chelyabinsk,  and  Odessa  combined 
took  $681,374  worth.  The  United  States  purchased  $51,227  worth. 
Great  Britain  $460,297,  France  and  Holland  each  less  than  $15,000. 
and  the  remainder  went  in  small  quantities  to  other  European  ana 
Asiatic  ports.  Of  the  black  tea  sent  to  other  Chinese  cities,  Shanghai 
receivea  by  far  the  largest  part,  $2,636,015. 

DECLARED  EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  exports  declared  through  the  American  consulate  at  Hankow 
for  shipment  to  the  United  States  during  1908  showed  an  increase  of 
$21,297  over  the  declared  value  for  1907.  These  figures  differ  widely 
from  those  compiled  by  the  Chinese  maritime  officials  because  of 
the  Chinese  custom  of  crediting  to  Shanghai  all  goods  sent  to  that 
port  even  when  meant  only  for  transshipment  there  for  foreign  des- 
tinations. The  aeclared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States,  by 
articles,  during  1907  and  1908  follows: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908.       Ij               Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Albumen 

$44,661 
27,446 
82,897 

1 
$1,883    <  HoiiiiPhold  And  npnunal 

Antlmonv        

141,677 
34,499 

965 

effects 

$960 

Bristles 

Jute 

$16,167 

1,838 

661 

664,062 

6,396 

Chemicals,  drugs,  etc: 

Lead  ore 

Arsenic  sulphite 

Nuts,  tungshu 

Cantharides 

6S2 

Oil,  nut 

725,616 
744 

Turmeric 

105 
1,167 

4,047 

Tauow,  vegetable. ....... 

Egg  yolk 

268 

Tea  and  tea  dost 

617,161 
3,794 

638,961 

Furs: 

Wool 

Mink 

Total 

Weasel 

2,846 

17,620 

134 

11,300 

119,496 

609,005 

1,966 

17,503 

2,028,744 

2,049,726 

Qallnuts 

70,757 

Returned     American 
ffoods 

Grass  cloth 

315 

Hides  and  skins: 

Calf 

6,101 

162,  <H8 

261,870 

1,712 

1,328 

Grand  total 

..  ..  . 

2,028,744 

2,060,041 

Cow 

Goat 

Leopard  and  tiger 

Sheep 
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SHIPPING  AND  BEYENUE. 


The  revenue  of  the  port  of  Hankow  for  1908  exceeded  that  of  1906 
by  $157,018,  but  fell  $218,321  below  the  1907  collection.  The  loss 
was  caused  partly  by  decreased  exports,  but  was  largely  due  to  the 
condition  of^exchange.  The  total  duties  amounted  to  $2^127,545,  of 
which  $523,584  were  import  duties,  $1,401,509  export  duties,  $87,757 
coast  trade,  $30,534  tonnage  dues,  $67,638  transit  dues,  and  $16,523 
opium  likin.  Tne  American  flag  paid  $253  for  these  various  port 
charges;  British,  $848,789;  Japanese,  $310,693;  German,  $263,173; 
Russian,  $156,132;  and  French,  $93,406. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  in  1908  at  Hankow 
was  9,045,  of  5,070,780  tons,  the  steamers  entered  and  cleared  num- 
bering 3,869,  of  4,708,101  tons,  and  the  sailing  vessels  5,176,  of  362,679 
tons.  Of  this  total,  however,  6,240  vessels  were  Chinese,  of  foreign 
and  native  type,  and  had  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  1,020,945.  Of 
the  foreign  vessels,  1,332  were  British,  with  a  tonnage  of  1,982,158; 
951  Japanese,  tonnage  1,344,634;  282  German,  tonnage  336,255; 
150  French,  tonnage  271,776;  42  Norwegian,  tonnage  50,298;  28 
Russian,  tonnage  51,526;  16  American,  tonnage  7,376;  and  4  Dutch, 
tonnage  5.812.  It  is  reported  that  an  attempt  was  made  during  1908 
to  raise  tne  rate  of  native  passage  between  Hankow  and  Shanghai, 
but  the  Japanese  Une,  heavily  sufeidized  as  it  is,  refused  to  make  any 
change. 

STEEL  MAKING   IN   HANYANG. 

Improvements  which  are  being  made  to  the  plant  of  the  Hanjrang 
Iron  and  Steel  Works,  situated  in  the  Province  of  Hupeh,  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Yangtze  and  Han  rivers,  will  increase  the  capacitv  of  the 
works  to  800  or  900  tons  of  finished  product  per  day.  The  plant  has 
modem  ecjuipment  and  is  driven  oy  electric  power.  The  Tayeh 
mines,  which  are  located  70  miles  nearer  the  sea  than  the  steel  plant, 
are  about  18  miles  inland  from  the  river,  but  there  is  a  railway  with 
a  good  down  grade  to  the  river,  and  from  these  mines  is  secured  the 
ore  used  by  the  steel  works.  Tne  ore  mined  consists  of  magnetic  and 
hematite  iron  ores  containing  about  65  per  cent  iron,  and  manganese 
iron  ore  with  10  to  25  per  cent  of  manganese.  Limestone  is  also 
foimd  in  abundance.  The  coal  mines  are  located  at  Pinghsiang, 
Himan  Province.  The  coal  is  mined  by  up-to-date  methods  and 
brought  down  to  the  steel  plant,  a  distance  of  360  miles.  All  the  coke 
needed  in  the  furnaces  is  made  from  this  coal  and  is  found  to  be  very 
satisfactory.  The  iron  mines,  coal  mines,  and  steel  plant  all  belong 
to  one  concern.  It  employs  about  20,000  Chinese  in  all,  and  20 
Europeans  at  the  steel  plant  and  15  at  the  mines.  A  piece  of  rail 
produced  by  this  plant,  6  feet  in  length,  with  ends  placed  on  supports 
3i  feet  apart,  withstood  a  load  of  22  tons  for  five  minutes  without 
permanent  flection,  and  of  '45  tons  for  six  minutes  with  a  fleche  of 
only  3  millimeters.  The  same  piece  of  rail  supported  three  blows 
from  a  weight  weighing  2,240  pounds  falling  from  a  height  of  25  feet. 

YANGTZE   ENGINEEBING   WORKS — COLD  STORAGE  PLANT. 

The  plant  of  the  Yan^ze  Engineering  Works  JLimited,  of  Hankow, 
is  an  offspring  of  the  Hanyang  Iron  and  Steel  Works,  and  is  located 
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on  the  north  bank  of  the  Yangtze,  7  miles  below  Hankow  City.  It  is 
intended  to  meet  the  demand  for  bridges  and  other  steel  and  iron 
supplies  required  in  the  construction  of  China's  various  railroads. 
The  company,  which  consists  of  Chinese  only  and  which  was  organ- 
ized in  the  autumn  of  1907,  now  has  a  bridge-building  plant,  foundry, 
and  machine  and  carpenter  shops,  suppUed  with  electric  power  ana 
modem  machinery.  In  addition,  it  has  under  contemplation  the 
construction  of  a  floating  slipway  large  enough  to  dock  any  vessels 
that  ply  the  river,  its  intention  being  to  add  shipbuilding  to  its  other 
industries.  It  is  China's  first  attempt  on  a  large  scale  to  manufacture, 
in  addition  to  rails,  all  the  various  devices  that  will  be  required  by 
the  railway  enterprises  of  the  Empire.  There  is  but  one  foreigner 
employed,  a  bridge  designer. 

A  concern  known  as  the  International  Export  Company  came  to 
Hankow  two  years  ago  and  began  the  erection  of  extensive  buildings. 
The  jgreatest  secrecy  prevailed  even  after  the  works  were  completed 
and  in  operation,  but  it  soon  became  evident  that  they  were  packing 
Chinese  nogs  and  game  for  the  EngUsh  market.  Pheasants,  snipe, 
turkeys,  and  ducks  come  by  the  boat  loads,  are  conveyed  to  the  plant, 
and  there  frozen.  Millions  of  eggs  are  frozen  also.  Two  ocean 
refrigerating  vessels  are  expected  to  carry  the  cargo  thus  produced, 
although  the  amount  ready  for  shipment  is  not  known,  as  everything 
has  been  carried  on  so  secretly. 

During  1908  seven  bean-oil  mills  were  in  operation  at  Hankow, 
with  a  combined  capacity  of  17,450  cake^  per  day,  but  only  one  of 
them  made  even  a  small  profit.  The  others  were  almost  forced  to 
^o  out  of  business.  However,  the  business  has  not  been  given  up, 
or  two  more  mills,  modern  in  equipment,  with  a  combined  capacity 
of  about  3,400  cakes  per  day,  will  begin  operation  in  1909. 

HANKOW   GROWING RAILWAY  PROGRESS. 


f; 


Notwithstanding  the  financial  depression  of  1908,  Hankow  con- 
tinued to  expand  rapidly.  Many  houses  are  being  built  and  land 
values  are  aavancing  to  such  an  extent  that  prices  are  almost  pro- 
hibitive. Chinese  are  building  behind  the  foreign  city,  and  even  miles 
below  it.  Native  business  men  are  reaUzing  the  importance  of  min- 
ing, railway  building,  and  manufacturing,  and  large  amounts  of 
machinery,  which  come  chiefly  from  Europe,  are  now  being  received 
in  anticipation  of  the  demand  for  that  class  of  goods  which  will  be 
created  by  the  rapid  development  of  the  country.  No  longer  does 
one  hear  any  opposition  to  railways.  On  the  contrary  there  are  maps 
now  in  the  hands  of  Chinese  showing  various  prospective  Unes,  having 
their  termini  in  Hankow,  which  could  be  advantageously  built. 

The  Hankow-Peking  line  during  1908  passed  from  the  Belgiaii 
syndicate  control  to  that  of  the  Chinese  Government.  The  roi5  is 
now  run  wholly  by  Chinese,  and  is  earning  a  large  profit.  Movements 
are  being  made  to  push  the  Hankow-Canton  fine  from  the  Hankow 
end.  Surveys  are  being  made  for  the  Hankow-Szechuen  line,  which, 
when  completed,  will  be  practically  the  only  outlet  by  which  the  rich 
mineral  deposUs  of  the  Province  can  be  brought  down  to  deep-water 
navigation,  and  this  line  will  also  have  its  terminus  in  Hankow. 
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NANKING. 

By  Consul  James  C.  McNally. 

The  publication  of  the  statistics  of  imports  into  and  exports  from 
the  port  of  Nanking  in  1908  will  not  tend  to  encourage  American 
manufacturers  to  enter  the  local  market  with  the  hope  of  immediate 
returns.  The  figures,  however,  do  not  reflect  the  exact  conditions, 
for  hundreds  of  persons  engaged  in  local  trade,  as  well  as  consumers, 
visit  Shanghai  under  highly  improved  conditions  of  travel  and  bring 
back  thousands  of  dollars'  worth  of  merchandise  yearly,  while  others 
transport  direct  from  Shanghai  by  boat,  and  these  imports  form  no 
part  of  the  Chinese  customs  estimate. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  imports,  by  quantities, 
into  the  port  of  Nanking,  according  to  tne  Chinese  customs  returns, 
during  1907  and  1908: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Beche  de  mer pounds . . 

32,659 

32,933 

I  Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 

Cigars     and    cigarettes, 

1      tures  of: 

Yalue 

$49,656 

$60,533 

Machinery . . .  .value. . 

$12,760 

$17,841 

Coal tons.. 

15,525 

27,863 

20,691 

24,210 

Copper  ingots  and  slabs: 
Japanese ....  pounds. . 
other do 

3,542,133 

1,801,200 

Pie pounds.. 

Lead  m  pigs  and  bars, 

111,972 

62,000 

4,676,400 

5,220,433 

poimdfl 

81,446 

90,000 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 
Chintzes   and   plain 
prints pieces.. 

Matches,  Japanese. gross. . 

125,160 

155,989 

Oil,  kerosene: 

1,066 

2,650 

American. . . .  gallons . . 

1,598,000 

1,702,560 

Drills,    American, 

Russian do 

30,000 

pieces 

19,093 
7,822 

22,525 
6,092 

Sumatra do 

602,000 

FIumeL pieces.. 

Opium pounds,. 

129,301 

49,900 

Italians do.... 

16,929 

16,673 

Sandalwood do. . . . 

110,606 

116,266 

Jeans,  English. do 

Sheetings- 

15,060 

16,679 

Soap value.. 

$17,036 

$17,716 

Stores,  household. .  .do 

$6,627 

•      $7,390 

American.. do — 

20 

1,020 

Sugar: 

English.... do 

726 

1         Brown pounds.. 

367,775 

470,400 

Shlrtings- 

1         White r..do.... 

1,961,733 

657,066 

Oray— 

Reflned do.... 

6,252,703 

6,652,600 

American, 

Tin  slabs do 

37, 191 

43,066 

pieces...... 

14, 110 

6,800 

1  Umbrellas,  cotton,  pieces. 

33,178 

41,274 

English  , 

Wool,  manufactures  of: 
cloth yards.. 

pieces 

100,779 

102,287 

6,137 

8,584 

White.... pieces.. 

37,885 

34,121 

Long  ells pieces.. 

Mixtures,  union  Ital- 

450 

450 

Yam.  Indian,  pounds. 
Dyes  ana  colors,  aniline, 

411,733 

362,933 

ian pieces.. 

60 

170 

value 

$5,582 

$5,848 

Spanish  stripes,  yards. 

8,329 

5,550 

IMPORT  TRADE  ABOUT  HOLDS  ITS  OWN. 

A  comparison  of  the  customs  figures  for  1907  and  1908  shows  that 
most  of  the  principal  items  of  import  from  foreign  countries  held 
their  own,  some  gaining  slightly,  others  losing  somewhat.  In  the 
kerosene  trade,  imports  from  the  United  States  increased  104,560 
gallons  as  compared  with  1907,  Russian  oil  did  not  appear  at  all, 
and  imports  oi  Sumatra  oil  amounted  to  502,000  gallons.  While 
the  imports  of  pig  iron  fell  oflf  49,972  pounds,  other  products  of  iron 
gained.  Lead  and  tin  likewise  snowed  increases,  but  copper  ingots 
and  slabs  amounted  to  7,030,633  pounds,  against  8,218,533  pounds 
in  the  preceding  year.  American  cotton  drills  increased  from  19,093 
pieces  m  1907  to  22,525  pieces  in  1908.  American  sheetings  also 
gained,  but  American  gray  shirtings  fell  oflF  7.310  pieces  during  ihe 
year.  There  was  an  increase  of  102,625  pounds  in  imports  of  brown 
sugar,  though  white  sugar  imports  dechned  from  1,951,733  pounds 
m  1907  to  657,066  pounds  in  1908,  and  refined  sugar  lost  600,203 
pounds. 
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EXPORTS   BY  ARTICLES. 


In  the  following  comparative  statement  are  given  by  amounts  the 
principal  articles  exported  from  Nanking^  nearfy  every  item  showing 
a  decided  falling  off  in  1908  in  comparison  wiih  1907: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1008. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1008. 

Brass  ware pounds.. 

Cotton,  raw do — 

Fans,  paper pieces.. 

Featners,  duck,  .pounds. . 

Hemp do.... 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cow     and     bufEalo, 
pounds 

309,533 
337,333 
249,767 
646,000 
11,333 

1,060,033 

601,052 
4,800 

746.133 
3,121 

50,133 

22,983 

451,189 

447,600 

6,666 

331,066 

211,483 

1,866 

628,000 

12,271 

Seeds .i>ounds . . 

Silk,  and  manuiaotures  of: 
Raw- 
White... pounds.. 

YeUow do.... 

Cocoons do 

Mixtures do.... 

Piece  goods do 

Ribbons do.... 

Waste do.... 

Vegetables: 

Beans  and  peas.do 

Turnips,  salted,  do. . . . 

288,266 

28,138 
8,000 

44,400 

23,338 

431,333 

5,886 

45,006 

2,362,533 
5,827 

117,600 

16,400 
2,000 

15,733 

24,800 

362,400 

7;333 

31,733 

5,024,938 
1,788,535 

Goat,  untanned, 
pieces 

Leather  strips . .  .pounds . . 

Medicines do.... 

Rugs,  do^kln . . .  .pieces. . 

There  were  no  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  Nanking 
in  1908. 

WHY   AMERICANS  DO   NOT  GAIN  TRADE. 

During  1908  China  suffered  from  a  financial  crisis  which  no  doubt 
influenced  commercial  and  industrial  conditions.  The  many  loans 
calling  for  interest  payments,  the  interest  on  the  Boxer  indemnity, 
the  expenses  incurred  in  the  establishment  of  a  new  Oovemment,  as 
well  as  money  required  for  various  improvements,  coupled  with  the 
fluctuating  price  of  silver,  all  tended  to  make  the  year  anything  but 
profitable.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  though  American 
producers  have  not  participated  to  a  great  extent  in  Chinese  trade, 
much  of  this  can  be  attributed  to  their  own  negligence  in  not  striving 
along  consistent  lines  to  win  favor  in  open  competition  with  their 
European  rivals.  The  indiscriminate  shipping  of  goods  of  all  sorts, 
without  proper  investigation  of  the  class  ot  merchandise  wanted  ana 
the  methods  to  be  employed  to  bring  it  to  the  consumer's  notice  hav- 
ing been  made,  will  always  prove  a  losing  game.  The  consumer  is 
the  same  the  world  over  in  that  his  desire  to  get  the  best  class  of  goods 
for  as  little  money  as  possible  will  influence  him  in  the  selectipii  of  his 
purchases. 

In  the  United  States  dealers  resort  to  every  known  device  to  ac- 
quaint the  people  with  the  merits  of  their  products  and  their  low 
prices,  while  these  same  firms  are  seemingly  content  to  ship  goods  to 
China,  sold  or  consigned,  to  remain  on  the  shelves  of  local  shops  unad- 
vertised,  awaiting  tne  eye  of  the  man  who  is  looking  for  the  ^oods. 
Why  should  American  manufacturers  not  devote  themselves  to  Duild- 
ins  up  an  oriental  trade  with  the  same  spirit  that  characterizes  their 
efforts  in  their  own  country?  Do  they  expect  that  the  goods  will  seJl 
themselves,  or  are  they  relying  on  their  exclusive  agents  to  blaze  the 
way  for  their  products? 

POBEIGN   AGENTS   REPRESENTING    AMERICAN  INTERESTS. 

As  much  attention  should  be  given  to  the  standing  and  capability 
of  the  exclusive  agent  handling  the  goods  as  to  the  article  itself.  A 
peculiar  trade  condition  which  obtains  in  China  and  the  existence  of 
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which  tends  to  limit  the  scope  of  American  commercial  advancement, 
is  the  imnsual  fact  that  American  firms  of  known  standing  em{)lo7 
foreign  managers  to  push  their  goods.  These  foreign  representatives 
do  not  display  the  enterprise  and  business  acumen  of  the  American; 
thev  are  wnofly  imacquamted  with  the  merits  of  American  products; 
and,  while  it  is  always  possible  that  they  smother  their  national  likes 
and  dislikes  in  favor  or  their  American  employers,  the  natural  trade 
rivalry,  so  keen  in  the  Far  East,  should  at  least  advise  caution. 
For  many  reasons  the  handling  of  American  goods  should  be  done  by 
Americans.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  wnen  a  foreigner  assumes 
the  management  of  an  American  branch  house  in  China  he  natiu'ally 
looks  to  his  own  coimtry  for  the  employees  needed  in  the  conduct  of 
the  business,  and  will  invariably  purchase  articles  for  his  own  use  and 
not  in  stock  from  his  native  land. 

The  American  old-line  insurance  companies  located  in  China  are 
also  managed  by  foreigners,  as  well  as  the  so-called  American  bank, 
The  International  Banking  Corporation.  As  an  example  of  American 
enterprise  might  be  citea  the  advent  of  two  young  men  from  the 
United  States  who  entered  into  a  contract  with  a  Shanghai  insurance 
company  of  comparatively  recent  organization,  and  although  they 
had  to  learn  the  alphabet  of  the  insurance  business^  they  entered 
into  new  and  previously  thought  to  be  impossible  temtory  and  have 
written  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  insurance  and  practically  driven 
out  the  old-line  companies  from  their  district. 

NEW  METHODS    NEEDED. 

To  brinff  the  trade  of  the  United  States  to  the  position  it  should 
enjoy  in  China  there  must  be  put  into  the  market  articles  of  standard 
make  and  imiversal  repute;  they  should  be  advertised  so  the  con- 
sumer maj^  know  what  these  products  are  and  where  they  may  be 
found;  active  Americans  educated  in  American  methods  should  be 
placed  in  charge  of  American  firms  in  China,  and  American  trade  will 
mcrease  and  compete  favorably  with  that  of  its  competitors.  Inquiry 
in  Shanghai  fails  to  show  an  American  in  charge  of  a  British,  German, 
French^  or  Japanese  house,  and  yet  Americans  turn  over  their  business 
to  foreign  agents  to  exploit  their  goods  in  a  country  where  compe- 
tition is  most  keen.  Some  will  probably  offer  the  excuse  that  the 
foreign  agent  employed  has  been  in  China  for  years  and  knows  the 
locaiDusiness  metnods.  Those  business  methods  are  often  antiquated 
and  when  a  new  system  is  adopted  or  a  departure  is  made  from  the 
old  conservative  methods  of  transacting  business  the  result  is  a  sub- 
stantial success. 

SHANGHAI. 

By  Consul-Genkral  Charles  Denbt. 

The  gross  value  of  foreign  imports  into  Shanghai  during  1908  as 
compared  with  1907,  when  converted  from  taels  into  United  States 
gold  at  the  exchange  rate  of  79  cents  for  1907  and  65  cents  for  1908, 
shows  a  decrease  of  $10,381,847.  This  may  be  attributed  to  the 
overstocking  of  the  market,  especially  in  piece  goods;  to  the  drop  in 
exchange,  which  lessened  the  purchasing  power  of  silver;  and  to  the 
general  trade  depression.  There  were  also  direct  shipments  from 
foreign  countries  to  Tientsin,  Newchwang,  Hankow,  ana  other  ports, 
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diverting  to  these  channels  trade  that  had  previously  been  supplied 
through  Shanghai  as  a  distributing  center.  While  the  decrease  in 
foreign  imports  appears  to  be  but  half  of  that  of  1907  when  com- 
pared with  1906,  it  can  not  be  deduced  that  there  was  anv  improve- 
ment in  the  actual  volume  of  trade  during  1908^  because  the  low  rate 
of  exchange,  which  increased  the  value  of  foreign  goods  in  terms  of 
silver  by  25  to  30  per  cent,  and  the  continually  rising  price  of  opium 
on  hand  inflated  values,  but  did  not  affect  tonnage,  which  contra- 
dicts the  improvement  over  1907  shown  on  the  face  of  the  figures. 

The  gross  and  net  values  of  the  trade  of  the  port  for  1907  and  1908, 
taken  from  the  customs  returns,  were  as  follows: 


Imports  and  exports. 

1907. 

$125,297,301 
1,106,994 

1906. 

Imports  of  foreign  goods: 

From  foreim  countries.                          

$114,527,906 

From  Chinese  ports 

1,494,540 

Tot&I  foreign  imports 

126,404,295 

116,022,448 

Reexported  to  foreign  countries  and  Ilonglcong * . 

6,704,175 
89,586,283 

7,243,561 

ReexDorted  to  Chinese  norts  

85,777,816 

Total  reexported                 - .  - 

96,290,458 

93,021,397 

Total  net  foreign  imports    

30,113,837 

23,001,051 

Importo  of  Chinese  produce,  chiefly  from  northern  and  Yangtee  porta 

80,941,840 

91,473,844 

Reexported  to  foreign  countiles 

53,274,142 
16,623,086 

53,616,736 

Reexnorted  to  Chinese  Dorts . .     .  .        

21,910,657 

Total  native  reexDorts 

69,897,228 

75, 527, 393 

Total  net  native  imports 

11,044,612 

15,946,451 

Exports  of  native  produce  of  local  origin: 

Exported  to  foreign  countries 

32,502,190 
15,427,215 

28,805,063 

Exported  to  Chinese  ports 

21,818,096 

Total  exDorts  of  native  nroduce  of  local  orisrin 

47,929,405 

50,623,160 

Gross  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port 

255,275,540 
89,087,854 

258,119,452 

Net  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port,  i.  e.,  foreign  and  native  imports  and  native 
exports  of  local  origin,  less  reexports 

89,570,662 

UNSETTLED    MONEY   MARKET. 

The  unsettled  state  of  the  native  money  market,  the  lack  of  confi- 
dence which  prevailed  throughout  the  year,  and  the  exchange  with 
gold-standard  countries  were  additional  hindrances  to  the  develop- 
ment of  trade.  The  exchange  rate  of  the  haikwan  tael  averaged  but 
65  cents  for  1908,  against  79  cents  United  States  gold  in  1907.  There 
must  also  be  added  the  depreciation  of  the  subsidiary  silver  coins, 
one  Mexican  dollar  exchanging  for  111.4  copper  cents  or  1,200  copper 
cash.  This  depreciation  in  copper,  the  exchange  medium  of  the 
poorer  classes  of  China,  had  a  serious  effect  upon  the  purchasing 
power  of  the  laboring  masses,  as  it  compelled  them  to  pay  20  to  25 
per  cent  more  in  copper  as  the  equivalent  of  the  silver  price. 

IMPORTS    BY   ARTICLES. 

By  reason  of  its  position  as  a  distributing  center,  Shai^hai  receives 
a  great  variety  of  imports,  both  native  and  foreign.  Tne  principal 
articles  imported  in  1907  and  1908  are  shown  by  quantities,  in  the 
following  table: 
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Articles. 


1907. 


Foreign. 


Native. 


1906. 


Foreign. 


Native. 


Beans hundredweight. . 

Boots  and  shoes pairs. . 

Breadstuffs: 

Flour- 
Wheat hundredweight. . 

Potato do 

Wheat. do.... 

Cement do 

Charcoal do 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  dyes: 

Aniline value.. 

Indigo,  liquid hundredweight. . 

Opium do 

Soda do 

Coal tons.. 

Clocks  and  watches value. . 

Clothing do. . . . 

Cotton,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw hundredweight. . 

Canvas  and  cotton  duck yards. . 

Drills pieces. . 

Flannel do 

Handkerchiefs dozen. . 

Italians pieces. . 


American do. . . 

English do... 

Prints do... 

Shirtings- 
Dyed— 

Figured do... 

Plain do... 

Gray,  plain- 
American. do... 

English do... 

Native do. . . 

White,  plain- 
Dutch do... 

English do. . . 

White,  figured,  brocaded,  etc do. . . 

T  cloth- 
English do. . . 

Indian do . . . 

J^wnese do . . . 

Turkey  reds  and  cambrics do . . . 

Velvets  and  velveteens yards . 

Yams hundredweight. 

Dates,  red  and  black do... 

Eggs number. 

Fans,  palm  leaf do. . . 

Fruit,  fresh hundredweight. 

Glass,  window boxes. 

Gunny  bags number. 

Gxinny  and  Hessian  cloth yards. 

Haberdashery  and  millinery value. 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Angle hundredweight. 

Bars,  blooms,  rods,  etc do . . . 

Galvanized  sneets  and  plates do . . . 

Hardware, value. 

Machinery do . . . 

Nails hundredweight. 

Rails do... 

Sheets  and  plates do. . . 

Tinned  plates do... 

Lamps  and  lamp  ware value. 

Matches gross. 

Mats,  straw  and  rush pieces. 

Medicines. value. 

Metals,  manufactures  of: 

Copper  Ingots  and  slabs hundredweight. 

l.wwi  pigs  and  bars do . . . 

Oil  cake,  bean do . . . 

Oils: 

Engine gallons. 

Kerosene— 

A  merican. do . . . 

B<Hiieo do... 

Russian do... 

Sumatra. do . . . 

Wood. hundredweight. 

18077-^  R  190S— VOL  2 29 


130,890 


545,215 


160,420 


538,808 


39,749 
11,544 
58,664 


221,843 


1223,378 

42,648 

20,954 

33,506 

351,993 

t227,237 

1217,483 

71,684 
447,246 
23,044 
3.243 
257,450 
1,169,172 


29,134 
7,664 


112,550 


19,030 


133,799 


13,530 
128,751 


17,106 


46,356 
"38,'2i2" 
77,460 


20,453 
77,536 
310,020 
156,144 


2,501,878 


655 

102,121 

52,774,700 


43.743 

96,343 

775,924 

$151,060 

42,585 

89,242 

47,167 

$221,566 

$009,529 

11,296 

40,240 

147,585 

167,652 

$119,611 

1,475,024 

1,993,800 


190,539 
'si?,*  703 


131,992 


146,717 
13,212 


20,467 


$289,901 
"*ii8,"i66' 


83,084 

13,660,827 
4.296,566 


5,542 


546,136 


45,712 

18,291 

43,969 

483.839 

$92,880 

$100,499 

74,633 
153,304 

20,914 
123,263 


15,575 
142,007 


15,243 

146,238 
687,211 


35,256 

60,698 

1,084 


75,585 
3,845 


810,704 
0,081 


3,896,275 
6,' 642 


1,582,806 
$141,229 

30,903 

218,943 

41,889 

$128,836 

$827,163 

13,039 

257 

62,942 

67,521 

$139,532 

1,746,370 

1,867,727 


10,320 
29,617 


5,060,491 


82,568 


404,173 

21.582,878 
2,653,548 
1,099,227 
2,729,577 


119,419 


70,040 
30,620 
401,409 


230,797- 


27,350 
14,498 


141,053 


95,307 


16,580 


3,411 

166,036 

55,466,700 


220,964 
'i,66i,"274 


627 
266,227 


174,089 
13,060 


$301,803 


345,335 


86,260 
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Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Foreign. 

Native. 

Foreign. 

Native. 

Palnte 

. . .  hundredweight . . 

do.... 

value.. 

do.... 

do.... 

do..-. 

do.... 

dosen.. 

value.. 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

...hundredweight.. 
do.... 

value.. 

do.... 

. .  .hundredweight. . 

17,961 

166,409 
$183,914 
$138,062 
$21,507 
$53,607 

$133,244 

40,020 

$347,916 

$95,806 

$96,634 

$96,244 

$106,037 

376,127 
184,300 

$196,941 
$1,096,227 

16,365 

118,032 
$125,003 
$196,146 
$42,728 
$60,256 

$106,870 

56,664 

$279,248 

$64,444 

$03,466 

$106,656 

$04,350 

326,909 
141,732 

$199,871 
$567,560 

Paper: 

Packing,  printing,  etc 

Stationery 

2,892 

12,640 

Pearls 

Perfumery... 

Photographic  materials 

Provisions: 

Butter  and  cheese 

Milk,  condensed,  in  tins 

Soap 

Spirits,  wines,  and  malt  llquore: 
Beer  and  porter 

Spirits 

\vine8 

Stores,  household 

Sugar: 

Brown 

Refined 

Tobacco: 

Cigars 

187.104 
21,8t>3 

165,843 
40,107 

Cigarettes 

Leaf  and  prepared 

Umbrellas 

89,500 

106,904 

value.. 

.hundredweight.. 

$183,729 

$70,809 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Firewood 

486,784 

469,807 

Hard  wood- 
Beams  and  logs 

cubic  feet.. 

749,031 
609.386 

20,671 
30,665,901 

99,494 

148,635 

263,249 
397,526 
24,451 
23,996,620 
127,030 

90,826 

P|<lTlt«    

do.... 

...hundredweight.. 

square  feet.. 

cubic  feet.. 

yards.. 

pieces.. 

yards.. 

do.... 

Sandalwood 

Soft  wood,  planks 

Teak 

4,403,041 

6,730,817 

Wool,  manufactures  of: 

Cloth 

Lastings 

Spanish  stripes 

W  oolen  and  cotton  mixtures. . . 

10,764 

44,485 

3,313,906 

156,140 
127, 3b2 

Imports  of  kerosene  from  America  showed  a  gain  of  more  than 
8,000,000  gallons,  while  those  of  Borneo  and  Sumatra  oil  declined. 
Russia  entered  the  Shanghai  market  with  shipments  amountinj^  to 
1,099,227  gallons  in  1908,  having  supplied  none  the  year  berore. 
The  increase  in  imports  of  metals  is  ascribed  to  the  development  of 
local  industries,  but  the  falling  oflf  in  flour  was  probably  due  to  over- 
stocking, higher  freight  rates  &om  the  United  States,  and  the  relative 
cheapness  of  rice. 

OPIUM   TRAFFIC — PUBLIC   OPINION  A   FACTOB. 

The  value  of  the  opium  trade  increased  in  J  908,  due  to  increased 
cost  and  low  exchange,  although  the  quantity  actually  imported  was 
less  than  in  1907.  The  monthly  sales  of  Bengal  opium  m  Calcutta 
by  the  Indian  government  were  reduced  during  1908,  as  was  also  the 
export  of  Malwa  opium  from  Bombay,  and  these  two  causes  had  a 
temporary  effect  upon  the  Shanghai  market^  but  the  principal  reason 
for  the  decreased  traffic  was  Imperial  legislation.  The  first  edict 
designed  to  suppress  poppy  cultivation  and  the  opium  habit  was 
issued  in  September,  1906.  Since  then  there  has  been  noteworthy 
action  taken  by  the  officials,  and  public  opinion  has  been  decidedly 
influenced  by  the  contention  of  tne  new  student  element  and  the 
better  classes  that  the  use  of  opium  causes  the  race  to  deteriorate. 
Pamphlets  and  speeches  to  this  effect  were  published  by  the  Anti- 
Opium  League  and  other  societies,  and  opium  lamps  and  pipes  were 
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destroyed  in  the  fervor  of  public  demonstration.  In  June,  1907,  the 
opium  dens  in  the  native  city  of  Shanghai  were  closed,  and  in  July, 
1908,  25  per  cent  of  the  opium  dives  and  shops  in  the  international 
settlement  and  French  concession  were  closed,  the  places  being 
chosen  by  lot.  In  October,  1908,  an  institute  for  the  cure  of  opium 
smokers  was  opened,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  100  cases  had  oeen 
successfully  treated. 

There  is  a  yearly  average  of  nearly  18,000  himdredweight  of  native 
opium  brought  in  which  is  not  accounted  for  in  the  customs  returns, 
so  that  the  decrease  in  the  imports  is  more  than  offset  by  the  native 
supply;  but  the  rise  in  price  and  the  antiopium  agitation  have  di- 
verted it  to  other  purposes  than  smoking. 

EXPORT   DEMAND   FOR   SILK   PRODUCTS. 

The  export  trade  was  stimulated  by  the  continual  drop  in  exchange 
and  fairly  good  harvests.  The  increase  in  the  total  exports  of  local 
origin  over  1907  amounted  to  $2,693,755,  due  mainly  to  the  demand 
for  silk  products.  After  the  recovery  in  the  United  States  from  the 
financial  crisis  of  October,  1907,  large  orders  were  placed  and  prices 
rose  to  their  normal  level.  Raw  tsatlees,  which  have  been  the  main 
export  to  Europe  in  the  past,  are  now  beinff  replaced  by  steam 
filature  silks,  for  which  there  has  been  a  strong  demand  in  the  United 
States  and  for  which  the  prices  paid  are  high  in  comparison  with 
those  for  other  silks.  During  1908  there  were  three  steam  filature 
plants  opened. 

Exports  of  raw  cotton  decreased  352,846  hundredweight  as  com- 
pared with  1907,  the  crop  being  20  per  cent  below  the  average,  which 
was  due  to  excessive  rains.  The  accumulated  stocks  carried  over 
from  1907  were  exhausted  by  July,  and  the  mills  had  to  import  raw 
cotton  from  India.  The  exports  of  cotton  yam  showed  an  increase 
of  almost  100  per  cent  over  those  of  1907. 

The  principal  articles  shipped  from  the  port  of  Shanghai  during 
1907  and  1908  are  shown,  by  quantities,  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Beans cwt.. 

Books do 

Boots  and  shoes,  silk  and 

cotton pairs. . 

Braids,  straw cwt.. 

Breadstuffs: 

Flour  (Shanghai 

mill) cwt.. 

Wheat do.... 

Caxpets pieces . . 

Cigarettes cwt.. 

Cotton,  and  maaufactures 
of: 

Raw cwt.. 

Nankeens do — 

Sheetings pieces.. 

Yam cwt.. 

Earthenware  and  pot- 
tery  cwt.. 

Eggs number.. 

Furniture value. . 

Hides,  cow  and  buftolo 

owt.. 

Lard do — 


1907. 


79,447 
27,827 

214,435 
17,187 


725,905 
147,015 
19,958 
34,476 


933,985 
75, 161 
86,304 

248,528 

72,027 

81,724,000 

•97,577 

14.891 
23,609 


1906. 


120,752 
29,329 

138.444 
16,272 


1,004,240 
46,376 
16,860 
44,713 


587,139 
85,816 
212,596 
467,986 

72,708 

99,249,800 

$58,642 

11.080 
31.015 


Articles. 


Machinery value. . 

Medicines do 

oil,  peanut cwt.. 

Peanuts do 

Preserves do 

Rice do.... 

Seed  cake do — 

Seed,  cotton do 

Sheep  and  goats,  number . . 
SUkiand  manufactures  of: 
Raw- 
White cwt.. 

Re-reeled.,  do.... 

Shanghai    steam 

filature... owt.. 

CooooDs do 

Caps number.. 

Piece  goods cwt.. 

Waste do.... 

Black do.... 

Brick do..., 

Green do 

Wool do... 


1907. 


1906. 


$41,517 

$37,924 

$112,206 

$91,922 

307,595 

381,636 

30,949 

64,777 

13,611 

10,808 

1,139,081 

2,218,216 

419,957 

392,695 

328,131 

125,351 

35,313 

877,179 

11,015 

13,136 

19,567 

20,061 

16,273 

17,617 

8,819 

9,273 

133,194 

164,882 

11,801 

12,646 

14,847 

9,760 

263,765 

225,113 

414,850 

285,729 

872,041 

394,483 

10,496 

11,853 
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SATISFACTORY  TEA   CROP. 

There  was  a  general  improvement  in  the  tea  crop  of  1908  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  1907,  especially  in  the  green,  Hyson,  and  young 
Hyson  varieties,  in  which  the  yield  was  greater  by  aoout  20  per 
cent.  Exports  of  green  tea  increased  22,^2  hundredweight,  most 
of  this  going  to  Ratoun,  but  it  is  reported  that  native  merchants 
sustained  losses  on  account  of  low  prices.  Black  tea  exports  de- 
clined 38,652  hundredweight.  The  Shanghai  market,  nowever. 
deals  only  with  what  is  left  after  the  main  stock  has  been  disposed 
of  at  Hankow.  The  total  exports  of  tea  were :  To  foreign  coimtries — 
black,  222,553  himdred weight ;  brick,  283,508  hundredweight;  green, 
374,379  hundredweight;  to  Chinese  ports — black,  2,560  hundred- 
weight; brick,  2,221  hundredweight;  green,  20,104  hundredweight; 
totals — ^black,  225,113  hundredweight;  orick,  285,729  hundredweight; 
green,  394,483  hundredweight.  In  1907  the  totals  were  263,765, 
414,850,  and  372,041  hundredweight,  respectively. 

TRADE   WITH   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

There  were  heavy  decUnes  in  practically  all  of  the  more  important 
articles  exported  to  the  United  States,  the  total  for  1908  falling 
almost  $6,000,000  behind  that  of  1907.  The  chief  articles  declared 
through  the  Shanghai  consulate  for  shipment  to  America  were: 


Articles. 


Albumen 

Beeswax 

Braids,  straw 

Bran 

Bristles 

Camphor: 

Crude 

OU 

Cotton,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Raw 

Nankeens. 

Other 

Feathers 

Fure: 

Dressed 

Undressed- 
Marmot 

Mink 

Weasel 

other 

Hair. 

Hats: 

Rush 

Straw 

Other 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cow  and  calf. 

Goat 

Sheep 

other 

Household  and  personal 
effects 


1907. 


1151,901 

14,826 

627,770 


15,421 


14,991 
161 


1,823 
9,012 
86,980 

35,782 

12,798 
34,114 
64,991 
11,162 
627 

42,968 
12,346 
1,745 

284,820 

1,208,025 

35,467 

19,021 

24,256 


1908. 


171,116 


407,379 
11,670 
12,566 

5,989 
96 


66,910 

12,991 

1,684 

27,523 

13,794 

10,308 
20,646 
14,497 
4,767 
13,425 

4.302 
6,546 
2,444 

19,343 

455,520 

934 

3,874 

21,903 


Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  manufao- 
turesof: 

Pig  iron 

Lorchas  steel 

other 

Jute 

Mats  and  robes,  dogskin. . 
Metals,  and  manufiEictures 
of: 

Antimony. 


Copper  Ingots.. 
Othe: 


ler. 

Musk 

Nuts,gaU 

Oils: 

Nut 

Wood 

Other 

Rhubarb 

Silk,   and   manufactures 
of: 

Raw 

Wild 

Pongees 

Other 

Tea 

Wool 

All  other  articles 


Total 

Returned  American  goods 


Grand  total.. 


1907. 


$163,839 


8,454 

2,627 
94,712 


31,500 


6,667 
77,430 
52,742 

48,150 

18,462 

413 

21,221 


6,628,106 
222,697 
48,373 
8,229 
3,426,801 
507,917 
676,424 


14,734,853 
612,963 


15,247,816 


1908. 


$36,009 

60,000 

810 

13,900 

31,275 


42,511 
60,044 
2,146 
27,119 
20,630 

44,844 

249 

2,444 

14,063 


4,785,336 

464,880 

81,792 

11,386 

1,954,891 

410,158 

46,791 


9,321,646 
94,782 


0,416,428 


Albumen  exported  to  the  United  States  decreased  in  1908  by 
$80,785,  which  was  due  principally  to  the  effect  of  the  enforcement 
of  the  pure-food  laws,  and  camphor  shipments  decUned  heavily  by 
reason  of  the  Formosa  merchants;  whose  shipments  go  througn 
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Shanghai,  holding  out  of  the  market  in  an  attempt  to  raise  prices. 
The  unusual  shipment  of  $60,044  worth  of  copper  ingots  was  perhaps 
due  to  the  high  prices  ruling  in  the  United  States  during  the  fall  of 
1908.  Raw  cotton  entered  the  Ust  of  exports  to  the  United  States 
to  the  value  of  $66,910,  two  American  firms  in  Shanghai  desiring  to 
estabUsh  a  market  in  the  United  States  for  ''short  end*'  yarns. 

Feathers,  hats,  hides,  pig  iron,  nuts,  rhubarb,  skins  of  various 
kinds,  braids,  and  wool  all  showed  pronounced  decreases.  Tea  de- 
clined $1,472,000,  but  this  was  due  more  to  a  fall  in  prices  than  to 
decreased  Quantity.  The  $60,000  worth  of  Lorchas  steel  went  to 
Manila,  as  aid  most  of  the  lumber  and  practically  all  of  the  nankeens. 
Exports  of  pongee  silks  increased  $33,419,  owmg  to  their  growing 
popularity  in  the  United  States,  and  wild  silk  recorded  large  ship- 
ments in  the  second  half  of  1908,  the  increase  for  the  year  amounting 
to  $242,183.  The  markets  of  other  countries  for  this  commodity 
were  congested  from  overstocking  in  1907. 

REVENUES   DECREASE — REVIVAL   IN    SHIPPING. 

The  revenue  collection  of  1908  showed  a  decrease  of  nearly 
$1,500,000,  or  over  25  per  cent,  as  compared  with  1907,  the  total 
being  $6,248,792  United  States  currency.  This  is  the  least  annual 
revenue  collection  since  1903.  The  decline  was  principally  in  revenue 
from  imports.  Export  duties  showed  a  gain  when  expressed  in 
taels,  but  when  turned  into  United  States  gold,  a  loss  is  shown  in 
comparison  with  1907  because  of  the  difference  in  the  rates  of  ex- 
change during  the  two  years. 

The  net  tonnage  of  steam  vessels  entered  and  cleared  increased 
276,807  tons,  whfle  that  of  saiUng  vessels  decUned  107,416  tons  in 
1908.  The  United  States  ranked  seventh  in  number  of  steamers  and 
sixth  in  tonnage,  Great  Britain  being  second  in  numbers  but  first  in 
tonnage.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  tonnage  of 
steamers  entered  and  cleared  during  1907  and  1908,  by  countries, 
and  the  total  of  sailing  vessels: 


Flag. 

Number. 

Tons. 

1907. 

1906. 

1907. 

1906. 

Steamfifs: 

American 

152 

fiO 

■    3,829 

62 

40 

806 

920 

3,647 

326 

96 

5,994 

15 

146 

50 

3,985 

56 

36 

662 

786 

3,652 

374 

88 

5,591 

0 

820,448 

197,564 

6,830,560 

94,017 

78,656 

1,221,674 

1,704,630 

2,857,988 

335,547 

184,853 

2,140,971 

21,039 

845,086 

Austrian 

192,804 

British 

7,055,789 

T)|^ni«h.    , ,      _ 

60,954 

Dutch 

76,530 

French i 

1,277,213 

German 

1,565,609 

Japanese 

2,901,937 
351,156 

Korw^^ian 

RiLssian 

169,390 

2,243,354 

15,941 

Chinese 

Other 

Totwl  stAftTTlPfS ,  .    

15,936 
36,768 

15,325 
33,256 

16,487,946 
1,057,577 

16,764,753 
950,161 

fluking  v««ftlfl 

Grand  total 

62,704 

48,581 

17,546,523 

17,714,914 

Competition  for  the  decreased  trade  resulted  in  low  freight  rates 
and  an  unprofitable  year  for  navigation  companies,  although  the 
months  of  October  and  November  brought  a  temporary  revival. 
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BAILWAY   IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  final  section  of  the  Shanghai-Nanking  railway  was  completed 
and  the  first  through  train  run  in  March,  1908,  making  the  distance  of 
193  miles  in  about  5  J  hours,  including  stops.  Foreign  goods,  upon 
which  the  regular  import  and  inland-transit  duties  have  been  paid 
and  for  whicn  exeinption  certificates  are  held,  can  now  be  shipped 
free  of  further  duty  between  the  treaty  ports  of  Soochow,  Chinkiang, 
Nanking,  and  Shanghai.  The  total  mileage  of  the  road,  including 
loojis  and  sidings,  is  230  miles  of  single  line,  the  average  cost  per  mile 
having  been  $43,569,  inclusive  of  land  and  equipment.  The  freight 
on  this  road  is  mainly  cocoons  and  silk  refuse  from  Wusich. 

In  April,  1908,  the  Chinese  Government  turned  over  to  the  pro- 
vincial governments  of  Kiangsu  and  Chekiang  the  control  and 
management  of  the  Shanghai-Hangchow-Ningpo  railway.  The 
Kiangsu  portion  is  open  to  traffic  from  Shanghai  to  Sungmang,  a 
distance  of  22  miles,  and  the  remaining  15  rniles  to  Fengching  will 
soon  be  completed.  The  Chekiang  portion  is  completed  between 
Hangchow  and  Kashing,  and  much  of  the  track  and  bridge  work 
between  the  latter  city  and  Fengching  is  finished. 

The  extension  of  railways  about  Shanghai  and  the  connection,  in 
the  near  future,  of  this  section  with  the  north  by  the  Tientsin-Pukow 
line  via  Nanking  will  broaden  the  commercial  field  of  this  port. 

STREET   CAR   SYSTEMS — ^TRADE-MARKS. 

During  1908  two  lines  of  electric  street  railway  were  opened,  26 
miles  in  the  international  settlement  and  9  miles  m  the  French  con- 
cession. It  was  expected  that  the  operation  of  street  cars  would 
throw  great  numbers  of  rickshaw  cooUes  out  of  employment,  but 
there  was  a  decrease  of  only  3,769  in  the  number  of  licenses  issued  in 
1908  as  compared  with  1907,  which  was  not  a  great  diflFerence  when 
the  General  trade  depression  of  the  year  is  taken  into  consideration. 
The  French  company  owns  28  cars,  20  of  which  are  in  active  service, 
and  carries  an  average  of  7,450  passengers  daily .^  The  line  in  the 
international  settlement  owns  65  cars  and  carries  an  average  of 
30,000  passengers  per  day. 

At  present  the  sole  advantage  of  registering  trade-marks  with  the 
registration  office  is  the  right  or  priority  which  it  gives,  but  when  the 
new  law  comes  into  force  re^stration  will  apply  to  the  whole  Empire, 
and  the  simultaneous  granting  of  trade-mark  rights  to  two  owners 
will  be  impossible. 

SWATOW. 

By  Consul  Albert  W.  Pontius. 

The  trade  of  Swatow  in  1908  was  unsatisfactory.  During  the 
early  part  of  the  year  several  large  native  firms  failed,  and  various 
small  stores  and  companies  collapsed  as  a  result.  The  piece-goods 
shops  lost  heavily  by  reason  of  congested  stocks.  The  importation 
of  bean  cake  declined  toward  the  end  of  the  year  because  of  lai^e 
supphes  carried  over  from  1907,  although  the  total  imports  of  tms 
article  for  the  year  as  a  whole  increased  more  than  $1,000,000  over 
the  1907  imports.    The  abundant  crops  of  beans  harvested  in  Man- 
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churia  decreased  the  market  value  of  this  coxnmodity  25  per  cent. 
Business  with  the  Straits  Settlements  was  not  satisfactory,  mainly 
because  of  the  almost  prohibitive  rates  of  exchange  toward  the 
close  of  1908,  and  remittances  from  emigrants  in  the  Settlements, 
Bangkok,  and  Saigon  showed  a  large  decrease.  A  severe  typhoon 
visi^d  Swatow  and  the  surrounding  districts  during  October,  and 
the  autumn  rice  crop  was  so  severely  damaged  that  but  half  a  crop 
was  harvested.  The  orange  trees  also  suffered  heavily,  and  the 
crop  eventually  gathered  was  short  in  quantity  and  poor  in  quality. 
As  a  result  of  these  and  other  causes  and  tne  depression  of  com- 
merce throughout  the  Empire  generally,  imports  of  foreign  goods 
amounted  to  but  $9,466,589,  as  compared  with  $14,463,564  in  1907, 
$11,543,404  in  1906,  and  $10,768,735  in  1905;  and  exports  of  native 
produce  were  valued  at  $9,075,723  in  comparison  with  $11,245,427 
m  1907,  $9,585,169  in  1906,  and  $10,057,255  in  1905.  The  gross  and 
net  trade  of  Swatow  for  1908  and  1907  is  shown  in  the  following 
statement: 


Imports  and  exports. 

1907. 

1908. 

Imports  of  foreign  goods: 

From  forelfn  countries  and  Honekons 

$14,172,261 
291,303 

99,160,343 

From  Chinese  ports 

306,246 

Total  foreign  Imports 

14.463,564 

9.466,589 

Reexported .1 

212,959 

118,559 

Total  net  foreign  Imports 

14,250,605 

9,348,030 

Iirnports  of  Chinese  produce , 

11,458.473 
1,133.326 

13,153,966 

Reexported 

1, 110, 116 

Total  net  native  Imnorts 

10,325,147 

12,043,870 

Exports  of  native  produce  of  local  origin: 

Exported  to  foreign  countries 

4.769,584 
6,476,843 

4,008,540 

ExDorted  to  Chinese  norts 

5,067,183 

Total  exports  of  native  produce  of  local  origin 

11,246,427 

9,075,723 

Qfoes  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port 

37,167,464 
35,821,179 

31,606,298 

Net  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port,  i.  e.,  forel^  and  native  imports  and  native 
exnorts  of  local  orlein .  less  reexDorts 

30,467,623 

IMPORTS   BY   ARTICLES. 

With  the  exception  of  kerosene  oil,  almost  all  articles  in  the  list 
of  imports  showed  a  decrease.  The  decrease  in  the  imports  of  foreign 
rice  from  $3,153,667  in  1907  to  $175,170  in  1908  was  due  to  large  local 
crops  in  the  fall  of  1907  and  to  shipments  from  the  Yangtse,  although 
the  state  of  semif amine  which  prevailed  in  the  spring  of  1907  com- 
pelled large  imports  of  rice  from  abroad  and  imduly  increased  the 
figures  for  that  year.  The  decrease  in  imports  of  piece  goods  seems 
to  have  been  caused  by  the  general  wave  of  depression  that  trade 
in  general  suffered.  The  increased  use  of  native  sugar  was  doubt- 
less the  cause  of  the  decline  of  $105,007  in  the  purchases  of  the 
foreign  product.  The  extraordinary  increase  in  the  imports  of 
kerosene  from  4,242,535  gallons  in  1907  to  7.451,584  gallons  in  1908 
marked  the  completion  of  the  Standard  Oil  installation,  and  indi- 
cates the  enormous  business  in  this  oil  now  being  vigorously  pushed 
throughout  the  surrounding  country  by  this  American  company 
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and  the  Asiatic  Petroleum  Company  (Limited).     These  two  firms 
supply  oil  to  the  consumer  directly  instead  of  through  native  dealers. 
The  principal  articles  imported  into  Swatow  from  foreign  countries 
in  1908  were,  in  quantities,  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Bags 

Boots  and  shoes 

Brass  and  yellow  metals. 

Candy 

Cement 

China  ware 

Clocks  and  watches 

Clothing 

Coal. 


Cotton,  and  manalactures  of: 

Raw 

Cambrics,  lawns,  etc 

Chintzes  and  prints 

Drills 

Flannel— 

Japanese 

Other 

Italians 

Jeans 

Lastings— 

Plain 

Figured 

Shirtings- 
Dyed 

Gray 

White 

T  cloth- 
English  

Japanese 

Thread 

Towels 

Turkey  reds 

Velvets 

Woven,  fancy 

Yam 

Dyes: 

AniUne. 


Indigo,  artificial. 
VcrmlUon . 


Mangrove  bark 

Other 

Enameled  ware 

Fish,  and  fishery  products: 

Beche  de  mer 

Other 

Flour 

Furniture,  and  materials 

O  lass  and  glassware 

Glue 

Hemp 

Horns,  deer 

Hosiery 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 
New 


Value. 


$28,905 
7,208 
65,d55 
11,218 
5.259 
4.996 
7.123 
28,122 
230,847 

18,661 
9.426 

19.700 
4,069 

28,629 
30,843 
80,723 
17,876 

98.058 
30,784 

6,361 
186.566 
416,646 

28,296 

1,270 

39,455 

39,864 

12,730 

20,084 

8,804 

2,204,074 

35,281 
67,956 

9,890 
14,742 
26,646 

5,244 

46,858 
188,354 
531,739 
47,246 
12,435 
14,688 
23,271 
9,409 
9,934 

48,382 


Articles. 


Iron  and  st«el,  manufactures  of- 
Contlnued. 

Old 

Machinery  and  fittings 

Railway  plant,  and  materials . . . 

Tinned  plates 

Isinglass 

Lamps  and  parts 

Lead,  pigs  and  bars 

Leather,  and  manulactures  of 

Matches 

Medicines: 

Ginseng 

Other 

Milk,  condensed 

Mushrooms 

Oil,  kerosene: 

American 

Sumatra 

Opium 

Paper 

Pepper 

Rattan 

Rioe 

Saltpeter 

Seeds 

Soap 

Spirits,  wines,  etc -- 

Stores,  household 

Sugar: 

White 

Refined 

Tea 

Tin,  in  slabs 

Tobacco: 

Cigarettes  and  cigars 

I^eaf,  etc 

Tobacconists'  sundries 

Umbrellas: 

European 

Japanese 

Varnish 

Wool,  and  manufactures  of: 

Blankets  and  rugs 

•  Braid,  llama 

Camlets 

Cloth 

Lastings,  etc 

Mixtures 

Spanish  stripes 

Yam  and  cord 

All  other  articles 

Total 


Value. 


S16,103 
9,946 
9.630 
27,799 
5,119 
27,201 
8,927 
54,270 
145,096 

40,864 
97,842 
17,079 
7,924 

426,288 

321,423 

1,960,499 

41,006 

20,922 

22,034 

175,170 

14,831 

10,768 

14,831 

17,339 

12,904 

59,456 

39,354 

5,331 

395,988 

23.631 
24,462 
7,518 

10,182 
5,478 
10,281 

7,227 
11,148 
12,305 
12.103 

8,793 
15,964 
11,393 
28,302 
487,051 


9,466.589 


ENGLISH   MANUFACTURERS    LEAD   MARKET   IN   TEXTILES. 

In  shirtings  the  English  manufacturer  had  a  clear  field,  the  Ameri- 
can article  making  no  showing  whatever.  Since  the  indigo-dyeing 
industry  was  transferred  to  the  north  there  has  been  a  f alfing  off  in 
the  trade  in  white  shirting,  and  gray  shirting  imports  decreased  from 
$213,567  in  1907  to  $186,566  in  1908.  The  trade  in  drills  and  jeans 
was  not  lai^e,  but  here  also  the  EngUsh  products  were  foremost. 
American  jeans  are  admittedly  supenor  in  quality  to  the  English, 
but  the  cheapness  of  the  latter  appeals  to  the  Chinese  buyer.  In  T 
cloths  only  two  kinds  were  imported,  and  they  were  of  English  and 
Japanese  manufacture,  the  total  imports  increasing  sUghtly  over 
1907.     In  cotton  flannel  the  Japanese  article  led  in  imports,  though 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ASIA:  chiiTa.  457 

the  steady  and  regular  trade  has  heretofore  been  held  by  the  English 
product^urchases  of  which  fell  from  $115,151  in  1907  to  $59,472  in 
1908.  Tne  imports  of  velvets  were  furnished  by  the  Enghsh,  Ger- 
man, and  French,  ranking  in  the  order  named. 

The  cotton-yam  trade  is  now  practically  in  the  hands  of  the  Indian 
exporter.  The  yam  is  chiefly  used  to  manufacture  nankeens,  a  once 
flourishing  industry  in  the  Swatow  district,  with  a  large"  export  busi- 
ness. The  introduction  of  cheap  cotton  flannel  and  flannelette, 
mostly  Japanese,  has  cut  into  this  industry.  Locally  a  small  effort 
was  made  during  the  past  few  years  to  foster  the  trade ;  foreign-made 
hand  and  treadle  looms  were  imported  and  the  cloth  put  up  into 
lengths  similar  to  the  Japanese  goods.  Native  purchasers  seem  to 
prefer  a  cloth  of  some  12  yards  by  18  inches  in  original  packages,  to 
the  cutting  of  the  large  pieces  everywhere  imported. 

Generally  speaking,  the  English  article  had  a  dear  monopoly  in 
woolen  goods,  only  a  small  share  being  furnished  by  the  Grerman, 
French,  and  Japanese  manufacturers. 

SOURCES  OF  OTHER  FOREIGN  IMPORTS. 

The  English  exporter  led  in  the  iron  and  steel  trade,  although 
imports  oi  old  and  new  iron  and  mild  steel  declined  from  $107,712 
in  1907  to  $64,485  in  1908.  Lead  to  the  value  of  $8,927,  as  compared 
with  $9,942  the  year  before,  and  tin  amounting  to  $395,988,  against 
$590,351  in  1907^  were  imported,  chieflv  from  renang  and  Singapore, 
while  the  trade  m  tinned  plates,  which  fell  from  $35,492  in  1907  to 
$27,799  in  1908,  went  to  German  firms.  In  beche  de  mer  the  trade 
was  about  equally  shared  by  Manila,  Singapore,  and  Japanese  export- 
ers, but  the  total  for  the  year  was  $25,852  less  than  m  1907.  The 
trade  in  llama  braid  is  held  exclusively  by  the  Grermans.  The  British 
Tobacco  Company  durii^  the  year  had  a  clear  field  for  its  cigarette 
trade.  In  clocks,  the  Endish,  Japanese,  German,  and  American 
manufacturers  ranked  in  the  order  named.  The  American  manu- 
facturer, by  adopting  more  systematic  and  practical  methods,  could 
build  up  a  much  better  trade  in  this  article  throughout  China.  The 
watch  trade  was  shared  between  the  Grermans  and  the  British.  Con- 
siderable clothing  was  imported  during  the  year  from  the  United 
States,  although  the  bulk  of  the  shipments  were  Enghsh  and  German. 

Coal  came  chiefly  from  Japan  and  Indo-China,  and  dechned  from 
$333,850  in  1907  to  $230,847  m  1908.  Mangrove  bark  was  purchased 
mainly  from  Penang,  and  German  firms  had  a  monopoly  of  the  ani- 
line dye  trade,  and  also  had  the  best  of  the  artificial  indigo  and  ver- 
milion trade.  Flour  was  imported  from  Hongkong  and  from  the 
United  States,  the  former  holding  but  a  small  share  in  the  trade, 
which  dechned  in  1908  to.  $531, 739  from  $628,863  in  the  previous 
year.  The  furniture  imported  was  mainly  of  Hongkong  manufac- 
ture* Ginseng  came  from  Japan  and  from  the  Umted  States,  the 
latter  producing  the  better  vanety ,  but  imports  of  this  article  declined 
heavily,  amounting  to  $40,864  in  1908  against  $95,164  in  1907.  Ger- 
man glass  and  glassware  continue  to  predominate.  Hemp  came 
chiefly  from  Manila.  A  good  trade  in  hosiery  was  held  by  German 
exporters,  as  was  also  the  case  with  lamps  and  lamp  ware,  American 
and  British  firms  sharing  in  the  latter.  Smgapore  and  Penang  ranked 
foremost  in  the  leather  trade,  although  the  manufactured  products  of 
this  article  were  of  Japanese  origin.    The  match  trade  is  now  entirely 
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in  the  hands  of  the  Japanese,  but  there  was  a  decrease  of  $53,392  in 
imports  of  matches  in  1908  when  compared  with  1907.  The  medi- 
cines imported  also  came  chiefly  from  Japan. 

American  condensed  milk  held  first  place  in  imports  of  this  article, 
although  the  trade  was  shared  by  English  and  German  firms  as  well. 
German  and  Japanese  paper  was  most  favored  by  the  trade.  The 
railway  plant  and  materials  imported  during  the  year  came  princi- 
pally from  Japan,  and  were  for  the  Chao-Shan  Railroad,  which  was 
extended  during  1908  to  I  Chi,  a  distance  of  about  2  miles.  House- 
hold stores  usually  come  from  the  United  States,  Germany,  and  Eng- 
land, and  the  imports  during  1908  were  shared  about  equally  by 
these  countries.  Most  of  the  sugar  came  from  Hongkong  and  Java, 
but  imports  declined  from  a  total  of  $203,817  in  1907  to  $98,810  in 
1908.  The  umbrella  trade  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Germans,  the 
EngUsh,  and  the  Japanese,  the  latter  catering  to  the  cheaper  trade. 
English  and  German  exporters  also  furnished  the  better  part  of  the 
imports  of  wines,  beer,  and  spirits. 

TRADE    IN   OPIUM. 

There  was  a  decrease  of  9,467  pounds  in  quantity  and  $53,012  in 
value  in  the  imports  of  foreign  opium  during  1908.  Merchants  claim 
that  the  smallness  of  the  decrease  was  due  to  the  buying  in  of  stocks 
of  raw  opium  by  wealthy  confirmed  smokers  in  anticipation  of  the 
time  when  opium  will  be  no  longer  obtamable.  Of  the  loreiga  opium 
imported  rather  more  than  50  per  cent  is  said  to  be  consumed  in  the 
districts  of  Chaochowfu  and  Chiayingchow,  the  remainder  going  over- 
land to  the  borders  of  Fukien,  Hunan,  and  Kiangsi  Provinces.  In 
contrast  to  the  decrease  in  the  imports  of  the  foreign  drug,  there  was 
an  increase  of  nearly  25  per  cent  in  receipts  of  native  opium.  The 
cultivation  of  the  poppy  nas  been  entirely  stopped  in  5  out  of  the  8 
districts  in  which  opium  was  formerly  proaucea  m  this  neighborhood, 
and  reduced  to  some  extent  in  2  more  since  the  issue  of  the  antiopium 
edicts.  In  Swatow  the  practice  of  opium  smoking  is  discredited, 
and  is  no  longer  indulged  in  pubhcly.  Many  proclamations  against 
the  practice  have  been  issued,  but  the  new  regulation  that  smokers 
must  register  and  carry  bamboo  licenses,  to  he  produced  when  pur- 
chasing the  drug,  has  had  a  deterring  effect. 

NATIVE    IMPORTS — EXPORTS   BY   ARTICLES. 

In  addition  to  the  imports  of  foreign  goods,  native  produce  was 
brought  from  other  parts  of  China  to  the  value  of  $13,153,986,  an 
increase  of  $1,695,513  over  1907.  The  principal  items  forming  this 
native  trade  and  their  value  in  1907  and  1908  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908 

Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

B«ftn  ca1c6 

$2,919,081 
1,215,249 

132,096 
149,619 

$3,316,301 
1,270,699 

17,189 

18, 171 

86,284 

107,210 

Medicines.     . 

$183,952 
72,670 
92,615 
2,806,534 
266,032 
76,966 

$131, 156 
124,371 
70,673 
2,360,248 
108,617 
48,753 

n^i^ms 

Oil,  bean  and  peanut 

Peanuts 

Breadstofls: 

Rice 

Vermfcelll.r. 

Wheat 

Tobftooo,  leaf. , . , 

Cotton,  raw 

o  Not  given. 
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Exports  of  native  produce  to  foreign  countries  were  valued  at 
$4,008,540  in  1908,  against  $4,769,585  in  1907  and  $4,396,105  in 
1906.  The  value  of  the  principal  articles  which  made  up  this  trade 
in  1908  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Bamboo  and  bamboo  ware. . 

Bean  cake 

China  ware,  etc 

Clothing,  Chinese 

Egg?,  fresh  and  preserved. . . 

Fans 

Feathers 

Fireworks .' 

Fish  and  fishery  products  . . 
Fruits  and  nuts: 

Fruits- 
Fresh 

Dried  and  preserved 

Peanuts 

Ginger 

Grass  cloth 

Hair  of  all  kinds 

Joss  sticks 

Jute 

Hedidnes: 

Camphor 

China  root 

Other 


Value. 


$88,144 
29,537 
284,660 
136,306 
154,111 
12,272 
28,609 
26,593 
83,411 


272,256 
140,097 

70,378 
8,040 

82,310 

75,406 
104,139 

57,680 

12,819 

16,973 

111,833 


Articies. 


Nankeens 

Oil,  bean,  peanut,  wood,  etc. 

Paper 

Provisions  and  vegetables: 

Beans 

Lard 

Other 

Ramie 

Samshu 

Seed,  rape 

Silk,  manufactures  of: 

Piece  goods 

Other 

Sugar,  brown 

Tea 

Tobacco,  lef^  and  prepared. . 
Vermicelli  and  macaroni . . . : 
All  other  artictes 

Total 


Value. 


154,288 
136,606 
782,965 

143,914 
27,223 

235,159 
26,424 
27,834 
27,946 

9,413 
15,512 
47,762 
193,260 
122,492 
33,240 
328,942 


4,006,640 


PISTRIBUTION   OF   EXPORTS  TO   FOREIGN   COUNTRIES. 

Bamboo  and  bamboo  ware  to  the  value  of  $88,144  were  shipped  to 
Saigon,  Bangkok,  Penang,  and  Singapore,  this  amount  being  $12,826 
less  than  the  1907  shipments.  Java  and  Japan  took  the  bulk  of  the 
beans  and  bean  cake.  The  camphor  exported  was  manufactured  in 
the  Changchou  district,  and  was  shipped  to  European  countries  and 
the  china  root  went  to  Bangkok  ana  Singapore.  The  china  ware, 
which  is  manufactured  at  Chaochowfu,  was  shipped  to  the  Chinese 
settlements  in  Hongkong  and  in  points  in  the  south,  the  trade  falling 
$47,722  behind  the  total  for  1907.  and  the  exports  of  Chinese  clothing, 
boots,  and  shoes  were  destined  ror  the  same  places.  Hongkong  ana 
Singapore  took  the  bulk  of  the  shipments  of  eggs,  but  this  total  also 
showed  a  decline  from  the  figures  for  1907.  T^e  export  trade  in  fans 
is  small,  and  all  shipments  went  to  Hongkong  agents  tor  transshipment 
to  the  United  States  and  European  countries.  The  greater  part  of 
the  fish  and  fishery  products,  the  total  shipments  of  which  fell  from 
$117^60  in  1907  to  $83,411  in  1908,  went  to  Hongkong,  Singapore, 
and  Bangkok,  and  the  same  was  true  of  the  exports  of  fruits,  Saigon 
also  sharing  in  the  latter.  The  grass  cloth  was  all  shipped  to  Hong- 
kong and  Singapore,  the  former  transshipping  the  larger  part  of  its 
imports  to  Europe.  The  exports  of  peanuts  went  chiefly  to  Hong- 
kong, where  machinery  is  installed  to  extract  the  oil.  TTie  trade  m 
hair  of  all  kinds  was  shared  by  the  United  States  and  European 
countries.  The  joss  sticks  and  medicines  went  to  Hongkong,  and, 
together  with  the  exports  from  the  Canton  district,  helped  to  supply 
the  demand  by  Chinese  throughout  the  world.  The  nankeen  trade 
was  monopohzed  by  Saigon,  Singapore,  and  Bangkok  bujrers.  Java. 
Penang,  and  Singapore  took  the  oulk  of  the  paper,  but  shipments  fell 
from  $1,308,506  in  1907  to  $782,965  in  1908.     Shipments  of  oils  of 
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various  kinds  went  to  the  same  places,  Hongkong  coming  in  for  a 
share  of  the  latter.  There  was  also  an  equal  distribution  of  the  trade 
in  provisions,  vegetables,  and  samshu  to  the  same  countries.  The 
silk  piece  goods  and  silk  products  found  their  way  through  Hongkong 
to  European  countries.  The  black  tea  exported  went  chiefly  to 
England,  while  the  leaf  tobacco  was  purchased  by  the  United  States 
and  England,  the  total  exports  of  both  leaf  and  prepared  tobacco 
decUning  from  $676,959  in  1907  to  $122,492.  and  the  vermiceUi  and 
macaroni  trade  went  entirely  to  Singapore,  renang,  and  Bangkok. 

Ramie  cloth  appeared  for  the  firat  time  as  an  article  of  export 
during  1907,  and  it  would  seem  that  in  it  the  port  will  find  a  product 
that  can  successfully  replace  Swatow's  former  staple — sugar.  The 
industry  is  confined  to  the  Chaoyang  district,  and  is  not  yet  extensive. 
The  plants  grow  readily  and  can  be  cut  three  or  four  times  a  year. 

With  the  exception  of  the  direct  shipments  to  Singapore,  renang, 
and  Bangkok,  practically  all  of  the  exports  of  all  kinds  sent  to  foreign 
countries  went  to  HongKong  for  transshipment  to  their  various  des- 
tinations. 

TRADE   WITH  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

Because  of  the  practice  of  Swatow  merchants  exporting  chiefly  to 
Hongkong  for  transshipment  to  the  various  foreign  countries,  no 
exports  to  the  United  States  were  declared  through  the  American 
consulate  in  1908.  Of  the  total  imports  of  kerosene  oil,  amounting  to 
7,451,584  gallons,  valued  at  $747,711,  the  American  product  consti- 
tuted 4,152,884  gallons,  valued  at  $426,288,  or  nearly  56  per  cent  of 
the  whole.  The  imports  of  American  clarined  ginseng  amounted  to 
$29,398,  and  a  steady  trade  in  this  article  shoula  be  experienced  from 
now  on.     The  American  variety  has  tonic  medicinal  properties  not 

I)ossessed  by  the  Manchurian  root,  although  the  better  grades  of  the 
atter  command  fabulous  prices  in  some  instances.  In  flour,  the 
American  product  constituted  the  major  share  of  the  total  imports. 
Although  tne  customs  statistics  do  not  give  the  figures  for  the  imports 
from  the  United  States,  local  information  places  the  amount  at 
nearly  500,000  quarter  sacks  in  1908,  valued  roughly  at  $487,500. 
The  imports  of  American  piece  goods  were  not  suflBcient  to  merit 
mention.  A  permanent  and  steady  market  has  been  acquired  by  the 
English  manufacturer,  and  it  is  only  by  the  use  of  such  practical 
methods  as  direct  representation  and  the  display  of  sarnples  that  the 
American  manufacturer  can  expect  to  get  a  foothold  in  this  trade. 
American  firms  obtained  only  a  small  snare  in  the  trade  in  clocks, 
clothing,  lamps,  and  lamp  ware,  but  American  condensed  milk  lea 
all  others.  Ainerican  shipments  of  household  stores  come  in  increas- 
ing quantities,  and,  with  more  attention  shown  to  the  particular 
wants  of  the  local  consumers,  a  splendid  trade  should  be  built  up  in 
this  line. 

SHIPPING   ABOUT   NORMAL — MANY   NATIVE   PASSENGERS. 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  and  clearing  from  the  port  of 
Swatow  in  1908  showed  a  slight  decrease  from  the  total  for  1907, 
2,375  having  registered  through  the  customs  in  1908  as  compared 
with  2,396  during  the  previous  year,  but  the  tonnage  showed  a  small 
increase,  from  2,689,212  tons  m  1907  to  2,748,598  in  1908.     The 
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British  and  German  companies  showed  an  improvement  in  trade, 
while  the  reverse  was  felt  by  the  Chinese,  Dutch,  and  Norwegian 
shipping  interests.  The  French  flag  did  not  appear  during  the  year, 
while  the  Japanese  companies  about  held  their  own.  The  German 
company  had  a  monopoly  of  the  coolie  traffic  to  Bangkok,  but  during 
the  latter  part  of  1908  a  Chinese  company  was  formed  in  Bangkok 
to  run  a  line  of  steamers  between  that  city  and  Swatow,  in  opposition 
to  the  German  line.  The  steamers  chartered  by  the  Japanese  being 
Norwegian,  the  decrease  in  arrivals  flying  the  latter  flag  is  accounted 
for.  Inland  navigation  showed  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of 
trips  and  tonnage,  9^393  vessels  of  264,463  tons  having  entered  and 
cleared  in  this  traffic  m  1908  as  compared  with  9,122  vessels  of  242,31 1 
tons  the  year  before. 

There  were  617,131  native  passengers  outward  bound  and  587,949 
natives  returning  to  Swatow  during  1908.  Included  in  this  number 
were  38,376  passengers  to  the  Straits  Settlements,  but  only  435  re- 
turning. Bangkok  was  the  destination  of  44,773  and  32,404  returned 
from  that  port.  Hongkong  received  13,001  of  the  departing  natives, 
and  56,945  passengers  came  in  by  way  of  that  city.  The  emigration 
and  return  of  Chinese  cooUes  to  Bangkok  has  always  been  continuous. 
The  steamers  arriving  semiweekly  carry  their  regular  auota  of  time- 
expired  laborers  and  tnose  departing  their  newly  engagea  ones.  Apart 
from  the  shipping  industry,  a  lucrative  trade  along  commercial  lines 
at  both  shippmg  ends  has  arisen  as  a  result,  the  thousands  of  coolies 
resident  in  Siam  being  responsible  for  the  steady  exports  of  local 
products  to  that  country.  The  peculiar  feature  of  the  emigration  to 
the  Straits  Settlements  is  that,  although  130,000  cooUes  have  departed 
for  that  country  during  the  past  three  years,  statistics  show  a  return 
of  less  than  500. 

COMPLICATED   EXCHANGE    SYSTEM. 

Swatow  can  claim  the  most  complicated  system  of  exchange  in 
China.  In  the  majority  of  commercial  and  other  transactions  of 
this  port  the  financial  end  is  transacted  with  Hongkong,  and  bills 
on  that  city  must  be  purchased  in  local  currency.  The  native  cur- 
rency is  the  Taiping  or  Swatow  tael.  There  are  two  different  dollar 
currencies,  known  respectively  as  the  *' dragon"  and  the  *' miscel- 
laneous" dollar,  and  737i  Taiping  or  Swatow  taels  are  equal  in  value 
to  1,000  dragon  dollars.  In  local  trade  among  Chinese,  the  Chinese 
standard  is  700  Taiping  or  Swatow  taels  per  1,000  local  miscellaneous 
dollars,  and  in  transactions  involving  foreign  merchants  the  foreign 
standard  is  727  taels  per  1,000  miscellaneous  dollars.  Chinese  sub- 
coin  or  small  money,  usually  Kwangtung  or  Hongkong  coins,  are 
quoted  as  720  Taiping  or  Swatow  taels,  eaualing  $1,000  in  small 
money.  The  local,  so-called  **  chopped  aollar"  has  at  times  been 
quoted  at  a  6  per  cent  discount  below  the  Hongkong  dollar.  The 
cnopped  dollar  is  chopped  by  the  native  banks  in  the  interior  with  a 
steel  punch,  stamping  a  chop  in  Chinese  on  the  coin  and  generally 
giving  it  a  somewnat  hollow  shape.  Through  continuous  chopping 
and  scraping  the  dollars  decrease  in  value  from  dragon  dollars  to 
miscellaneous  dollars,  and  as  the  latter  are  not  current  in  Hongkong 
or  in  Amoy  and  other  ports  of  China  this  precludes  the  exportation 
of  the  disfigured  coins  to  those  places.    Ine  only  notes  at  present 
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current  are  the  dragon-dollar  notes  issued  by  the  Taiwan  bank 
(Japanese),  and  those  issued  by  the  different  Cftunese  banks,  which 
are  quoted  at  700  Taiping  or  Swatow  taels,  equal  to  1 ,000  miscellaneous 
dollars. 

REVENUES   DECREASE   SLIGHTLY — MUNICIPAL  MATTERS. 

The  dues  and  duties  collected  at  the  port  of  Swatow  during  1908 
aggregated  $996,827,  or  $222,545  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 
Import  duties,  tonnage  dues,  opium  duty  and  likin,  and  transit  dues 
all  showed  decreases,  but  export  and  coast  trade  duties  gained.  The 
British  flag  paid  $662,148  ot  this  total  collected;  German,  $122,398; 
Japanese,  $97,619;  Norwegian,  $10,226,  and  Dutch^  $7,130.  The 
Imperial  post-office  returns  showed  a  satisfactory  increase  in  all 
branches.  Several  new  money-order  offices  and  postal  agencies  were 
opened  during  the  year.  The  local  police  force  was  mucn  improved 
during  1908.  It>was  organized  originally  by  the  merchants,  but  in 
1906  was  taken  over  by  the  Taotai  and  placed  under  the  control  of  a 
deputy  official,  who  deals  with  small  cases.  During  1908  new  sta- 
tions were  established,  and  stricter  discipline  and  more  practical 
methods  instituted. 

The  electric  light  company,  which  was  formed  in  1907  with  a 
capital  of  $100,000  Mexican,  did  not  prove  a  success.  The  plant 
from  the  outset  was  not  sufficiently  powerful,  and  the  system  broke 
down  in  bad  weather.  All  attempts  at  resuscitation  appear  to  have 
failed.  During  1908  there  was  some  talk  of  constructing  an  electric 
railway  between  Swatow  and  Chenghai.  but  some  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  raising  the  necessary  runas. 

The  establishment  of  schools  more  on  the  western  system  during 
the  past  few  years  has  been  a  feature  worthy  of  note.  Schools  or 
the  new  order  have  increased  in  number,  particularly  in  the  Kityang 
district,  Chinese  classics,  history,  the  mandarin  dialect,  English, 
geography^  arithmetic,  etc.,  being  taught.  At  first  the  lands  ana 
other  property  of  monasteries  and  temples  were  annexed  to  provide 
the  new  schools,  and  public  levies  were  made  in  various  ways.  Lead- 
ing men  in  local  communities  also  contributed^  and  a  considerable 
amount  of  money  was  secured  and  spent  in  fitting  up  buildings  and 
employing  teachers. 

REVIVAL   LOOKED   FOR   IN   SWATOW* 8   COMMERCE. 

Swatow  ranks  fifth  in  commercial  importance  when  the  various 
ports  of  China  are  gaged  by  their  customs  returns.  This  means  that 
Newchwang,  Chefoo,  Nanking,  Foochow,  and  Amoy  are  of  less  com- 
mercial importance.  From  personal  observations  and  from  opinions 
freely  expressed  by  both  Chinese  and  foreign  merchants,  it  is  certain 
that  the  port  is  to  experience  in  the  future  a  commercial  activity 
that  will  DC  highly  satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  The  bulk  of  the 
foreign  import  trade  will  continue  to  come  through  Hongkong.  The 
piece-goods  trade,  as  soon  as  the  expected  commercial  revival  takes 
place,  will  take  on  a  new  lease  of  life,  and  direct  ordei^  from  the 
various  European  markets  are  sure  to  be  increased.  The  English 
manufacturer  has  obtained  a  foothold  in  the  trade  of  the  port,  and 
if  the  various  articles  of  American  export  are  to  make  any  showing 
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it  behooves  the  American  merchant  to  have  his  Hongkong  agents 
pay  more  attention  to  local  reauirements,  not  by  attempting  to  work 
up  trade  through  the  easy  ana  careless  method  of  correspondence, 
but  by  periodical  tours  of  the  various  ports  made  by  eflScient  men 
who,  through  careful  study  of  the  particular  wants  of  the  Chinese 
consumer,  would  be  in  a  position  to  secure  a  foothold  in  the  trade 
now  so  easily  held  by  other  foreign  manufacturers.  The  establish- 
ment of  local  agencies  is  not  necessary,  but  competent  men,  loyal  to 
the  introduction  of  American  manufactures,  are  absolutely  essential 
to  obtaining  successful  results. 

TIENTSIN. 

By  Consul-General  E.  T.  Williams. 

Tientsin  shared  in  the  general  trade  depression  that  overspread 
the  Far  East  last  year.  Several  factors  combined  to  produce  this 
condition  of  affairs.  Foremost  among  them  was  the  great  decline 
in  the  exchange  value  of  silver,  which  had  already  become  pro- 
nounced in  the  autumn  9f  1907.  The  unprecedented  fall  of  20  per 
cent  in  October,  November,  and  December.  1907,  had  severelv 
checked  the  import  trade  by  the  beginning  or  1908,  and,  although 
silver  appreciated  slightly  in  the  spring,  it  began  falling  again  in 
May  and  continued  to  decUne  slowly  but  steadily  until  the  end  of  the 
year,  when  the  Tientsin  tael  was  worth  2  J  cents  less  than  at  the 
close  of  1907. 

The  importers  found  themselves  at  the  berinning  of  the  year  with 
large  stocks  on  hand,  which  it  was  impossible  to  sell  for  enough  to 
cover  the  greatly  increased  cost  in  saver,  and  numerous  Chinese 
merchants,  who  had  contracted  for  goods  three  months  before, 
refused  to  accept  delivery  on  their  arrival.  Some  of  these  Chinese 
merchants  were  merely  commission  agents,  without  capital  of  their 
own,  and  really  unable  to  take  delivery  of  the  goods  ordered.  A 
great  deal  of  speculation  has  taken  the  place  of  legitimate  trading 
since  the  outbreak  of  the  Russo-Japanese  war.  Competition,  too, 
has  been  keen,  and  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  overtrading.  Some 
foreign  firms  seem  to  have  been  very  careless  in  extending  credit. 

The  export  trade  ought  to  have  been  stimulated  by  the  cheapness 
of  silver,  and  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  much  improvement 
took  place,  but  during  the  spring  and  summer  the  demand  for  the 
staples  of  Tientsin  was  unfavorably  affected  by  the  financial  troubles 
in  the  United  States  and  elsewhere.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
too.  some  exporters  were  really  injured  by  the  sudden  and  great 
decline  that  had  taken  place  in  silver,  since  thev  were  compelled  to 
compete  abroad  with  goods  purchased  at  a  gold  price  20  per  cent 
under  that  which  they  had  paid. 

CURRENCY   COMPLICATIONS   AFFECTING  TRADE. 

The  trade  of  Tientsin  has  been  further  hampered  by  the  condition 
of  the  currency.  The  legal-tender  currency  of  Tientsin  in  all  large 
business  transactions  is  the  hua  pao  silver  sycee,  weighed  on  the 
hong  ping  scales.  This  silver  for  many  decades  haslbeen  issued 
at  a  fineness  of  0.992,  and  105  hong  ping  taels  of  such  silver  have  been 
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accepted  by  the  Govemment  as  the  equivalent  of  100  haikwan  or 
customs  taels.  Previous  to  1900  the  melting  shops,  which  issued 
this  sycee,  were  Ucensed  by  the  customs  taotai,  who  thus  maintained 
a  supervision  over  them.  There  was,  however,  no  public  assav 
office.  Just  before  the  Boxer  outbreak,  the  establishment  of  such 
an  office  was  undertaken,  and  the  assaver  appointed,  but  the  disturb- 
ances of  1900  and  the  overthrow  of  the  local  govemment  prevented 
his  entrance  upon  his  duties. 

After  the  Chinese  recovered  control  of  the  local  govemment  in 
1902,  nothing  further  was  done  in  this  direction,  and  even  the  licensing 
of  the  smelters  was  not  required,  as  had  formerly  been  the  case. 
Consequently,  there  was  no  control  of  these  shops.  The  result  was 
a  gradual  deterioration  in  the  guaUty  of  the  sycee  issued,  some  of  it 
assaying  as  low  as  0.965.  On  February  15,  1908,  the  customs  taotai 
published  a  notification  to  the  effect  that  on  and  after  March  1, 
1908,  hua  pao  sycee  of  less  than  0.992  fineness  would  not  be  accepted 
in  payment  of  duties.  This  notification  was  modified  a  few  days 
later  by  one  requiring  all  payments  in  hua  pao  sycee,  of  whatever 
quaUty,  to  be  reckoned  at  tne  uniform  rate  of  107  hong  ping  taels  to 
100  haikwan  taels,  thus  making  an  extra- charge  6t  2  per  cent  for 
exchange. 

This  notification  was  rescinded  on  October  1,  1908,  and  the  old 
rate  of  exchange,  105  to  100,  was  restored.  In  the  meantime,  the 
Chinese  authorities  had  established  a  public  assay  office,  and,  while 
accepting  hua  pao  sycee  at  the  old-time  rate,  they  refused  to  accept 
any  which  did  not  bear  the  mark  of  the  assay  office,  and  the  mer- 
chants were  compelled  to  pay  the  Chinese  banks  one-half  per  cent 
Sremium  to  obtain  such  sycee.  This  refusal  to  accept  any  sycee  that 
id  not  bear  the  mark  of  the  assay  office  left  a  large  amount  of  sycee 
in  the  foreign  banks,  which  had  practically  become  demonetized. 

During  the  last  three  inonths  of  the  year  negotiations  were  had 
as  to  the  redemption  of  this  sycee,  and  on  December  29  the  viceroy 
informed  the  consular  body  that  he  would  replace  with  standard 
sycee,  and  without  loss  to  tne  foreign  banks,  all  sycee  that  bore  the 
mark  of  a  Tientsin  melting  shop,  but  that  he  would  not  redeem  any 
other.  This  very  fair  proposition  was  presented  to  the  foreign 
banks  for  their  consideration,  and  was  accepted  by  them,  but  tne 
exchange  has  not  yet  (March  8,  1909)  been  effected. 

COINAGE   OF   SILVER. 

Silver  dollars  have  been  minted  at  the  two  Tientsin  mints  for  some 
years  past,  having  nominally  the  weight  and  fineness  of  the  Mexican 
dollar,  i.  e.,  27  grammes  and  0.900  fine,  but  really  made  a  trifle  lighter 
and  not  up  to  the  standard  in  fineness.  As  a  result  the  Mexican 
dollar  has  practically  disappeared  from  Tientsin.  The  difference 
between  the  Mexican  and  the  Tientsin  dollars,  at  first  very  slight, 
has  gradually  increased,  so  that  during  the  past  ten  years  the  pro- 
vincial dollar  has  declined  in  weight  from  27.15  grammes  to  26.49, 
and  in  fineness  from  0.900  to  0.850. 

The  imperial  dollar,  coined  at  the  imperial  mint  here,  which  has 
been  introduced  recently,  is  of  better  quahty.  In  fineness  those 
examined  were  over  standard,  varying  from  901.5  to  904,  but  on  the 
other  hand  they  are  rather  light,  weighing  only  26.6  to  26.7  granmies. 
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Closely  connected  with  this  situation  of  the  silver  coinage,  and  also 
affecting  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  port  and  that  of  this  con- 
sular district,  is  the  overissue  of  the  copper  10-cash  piece,  nominally 
worth  one  Mexican  cent,  but  in  reality  not  more  than  eight-tentKs 
of  that.  The  money  of  the  masses  in  China  is  not  silver;  it  is  copper, 
or,  more  properly,  brass. 

Since  tne  Boxer  trouble,  the  old-fashioned  brass  cash^  a  circular 
disk,  with  a  square  hole  in  the  middle,  has  almost  entu-ely  disap- 
peared from  Tientsin.  When  the  minting  of  the  10-cash  bronze 
pieces  began  in  1900,  they  at  once  found  a  ready  circulation,  for  there 
was  a  great  lack  of  small  change,  yet  even  these  pieces  were  of  too 
large  a  denomination  to  suit  the  needs  of  the  laboring  classes,  to  whom 
one-tenth  of  one  Mexican  cent  was  an  appreciable  Quantity.  But  the 
new  10-cash  piece  was  not  worth  as  much  as  10  ot  the  old  cash,  and 
the  latter,  in  spite  of  official  prohibition,  were  hoarded  or  melted 
down,  and  so  to  a  great  extent  disappeared. 

Meanwhile  the  issue  of  the  10-cash  pieces,  worth  only  four-fifths  of 
that  amount  intrinsicalljr,  was  discovered  to  be  so  profitable  that  all 
the  provinces  wanted  mints,  and  quite  a  number  of  them  began  to 
flooa  the  Empire  with  these  coins.  Since  the  Government  did  not 
guarantee  the  token  or  nominal  value  of  the  coin,  the  result  could 
have  been  foreseen.  For  a  time  in  Tientsin  and  Peking  in  1907  a 
Mexican  dollar  exchanged  for  150  of  them,  instead  of  100,  and  the 

E rices  of  the  necessaries  of  life  increased  correspondingly,  a  very  real 
ardship  to  the  poorer  classes. 

GOVERNMENT    BUYS   COIN. 

The  Imperial  Government  on  February  15,  1908,  sought  to  relieve 
the  situation  at  Peking  by  an  edict  appropriating  500,000  taels  for 
the  purchase  of  the  coins  at  a  rate  higher  than  tliat  of  the  market, 
and  on  February  22,  by  a  proclamation  forbidding  the  increase  of 
prices.  On  March  14,  another  edict  improved  matters  bjr  stopping 
the  coinage  of  these  copper  pieces,  and  the  viceroy  gave  assistance  by 
prohibiting  the  entrance  into  the  province  of  copper  coins  from  other 

J>arts  of  the  Empire.  Even  now,  nowever,  the  local  dollar  exchanges 
or  125  to  127  so-called  cents.  Even  the  10-cent  silver  piece  is  not 
received  at  its  face  value,  but  one  must  pay  10  dimes  and  6  or  7  copper 
cents  for  a  Mexican  dollar. 

The  retail  merchants  in  the  interior  towns,  therefore,  who  have 
sold  their  goods  for  copper  pieces,  find  it  difficult  to  meet  their  obli- 
gations in  Tientsin,  which  are  recfeoned  in  silver,  just  as  the  Tientsin 
merchants  who  have  disposed  of  their  wares  for  silver  find  it  difficult 
to  meet  their  obligations  to  foreim  creditors,  which  are  payable  in 
gold.  This  is  especially  true  of  those  who  live  in  other  provinces, 
for  they  are  forbidden  to  bring  their  copper  coins  with  tnem,  and 
must  buy  silver  bills  where  the  copper  coins  are  worth  less  in  some 
cases  than  here. 

To  reUeve  the  situation,  the  mints  were  ordered,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  board  of  finance,  to  make  30  per  cent  of  their 
copper  coins  in  1-cash  pieces,  and  since  the  stoppage  of  the  issues  of 
10-cash  pieces,  these  1-cashpieces  have  been  issued  in  large  numbers, 
and  after  a  new  design.     This  small  brass  piece  weighs  about  one- 
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quarter  of  an  old  cash,  yet  is  issued  as  worth  one-tenth  of  a  Mexican 
cent. 

UNIFORM   CURRENCY   GREATLY   NEEDED. 

To  satisfy  the  need  of  a  uniform  currency  for  China  several  meas- 
ures have  been  proposed.  The  latest,  and  one  which  seems  likely  to 
be  adopted,  is  the  issue  of  a  coinage  with  the  imperial  treasury  tael  as 
the  umt. 

The  imperial  treasury  tael  is  reckoned  as  1.000  fine,  and  as  weighing 
575.8  grains,  but  the  coin  which  is  to  bear  this  name  is  to  be  but  .980 
fine,  as  is  to  be  the  half-tael  piece  also,  but  the  smaller  subsidiary 
coins  are  to  be  no  more  than  .880  fine. 

The  edict  authorizing  this  new  coinage  was  issued  on  October  5, 
1908,  but  no  coins  have  yet  been  struck,  and  the  changes  that  have 
since  taken  place  in  the  Government  may  lead  to  another  change  of 
plan.  This  is  foreshadowed  in  a  memorial  of  the  board  of  finance 
of  February  4,  1909,  asking  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  subject. 

The  Government  has  complained  that  the  circulation  of  its  new 
dollars  has  been  hindered  by  the  large  issue  of  notes  by  private  banks. 
While  this  has  probably  helped  rather  than  hindered  trade,  it  may 
easily  become  a  danger  in  the  future.  Such  issues  by  private  banks, 
and  even  by  silk  and  grain  shops  and  other  mercantile  concerns, 
appear  to  be  dangerously  large,  and  there  are  not  a  few  counterfeits 
of  the  Chinese  pnvate  bank  notes. 

The  Imperial  Government  attempted  to  check  this  issue  of  paper 
money  (in  Peking)  by  an  edict  of  April  2.  1908,  prohibiting  the  issue 
of  notes  by  any  but  licensed  banks,  ahd  oy  these  only  under  certain 
restrictions,  among  which  is  a  provision  for  inspection  of  the  assets 
by  the  governor  of  Peking.  Similar  measures  were  taken  in  Tientsin 
by  the  viceroy. 

RAILROAD   FREIGHT   RATES. 

The  charges  made  by  the  railways  for  the  transportation  of  goods 
are  very  high,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  earnings  of  the  railwavs 
would  undoubtedly  be  greater  if  the  rates  were  somewhat  lower.  An 
instance  in  point  is  the  freight  charged  on  coal  brought  to  Tientsin 
from  the  mines  along  the  rekinjg-Hankow  line,  and  those  near  the 
narrow-gauge  road  from  Shih-chia  Chuang  to  Tai-yuen  Fu.  On  the 
former  fine  the  rate  for  coal  amounts  to  $5.18  ($2.05  United  States 
currency)  per  ton  for  492  kilometers  (about  306  miles).  Shipments 
over  this  line  intended  for  Tientsin  must  be  transferred  to  the  reking- 
Mukden  railway.  A  special  rate  is  made  in  such  cases.  Coal  hauled 
from  Tcho-kou  Tien,  125  miles  from  Tientsin,  pays  $45  ($17.82 
United  States  currency)  per  car  of  20  tons. 

On  the  narrow-gauge  fine  mentioned  above,  the  rates  are  so  high 
that  merchants  still  mid  it  more  profitable  to  transport  their  goods 
on  pack  animals,  a  five  days'  journey  over  a  mountainous  road,  than 
to  snip  them  in  one  day  by  rail. 

On  the  Peking-Mukden  line  the  rates  charged  per  mile  are  as  fol- 
lows: First  class,  by  the  picul  of  133  J  pounds,  i  cent,  and  by  the  ton, 
5  cents;  second  class,  J  cent  and  3^  cents,  respectively;  third  class,  i 
cent  and  If  cents;  dangerous  goods,  5  cents  and  7^  cents.  A  local 
cent  is  nearly  equal  to  0.4  cent  American  currency  at  the  present  rate 
of  exchange. 
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To  complete  this  list  of  hindrances  to  trade  it  is  necessary  to  men- 
tion the  agricultural  distress  which  has  prevailed  during  the  past  year 
over  a  large  part  of  this  Province  (Chirdi),  as  well  as  m  many  other 
parts  of  the  Empire. 

Thirty  or  forty  counties  in  this  Province,  and  (juite  as  large  an  area 
in  the  adjoining  Province  of  Shantung,  were  aflflicted  with  drought  or 
floods,  causing  either  partial  or  total  failure  in  the  crops  of  peanuts, 
wheat,  cotton,  opium,  millet,  etc.  The  exports  of  straw  braid,  as  a 
consequence,  were  reduced  almost  to  nothing.  This  distress  has 
necessarily  curtailed  the  sales  of  imports. 

EFFECT  OF  REFORMS  ON  TRADE. 

The  comprehensive  programme  of  reform,  which  has  been  consist- 
ently held  to  since  1902,  aims  at  the  revision  of  the  laws,  the  modern- 
izing of  the  penal  code,  the  establishment  of  a  judicial  system,  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  Government  with  a  view  to  popular  representation, 
the  inauguration  of  a  pubUc-school  system  lookmg  toward  universal 
education,  the  creation  of  an  imperial  army,  organized  and  equipped 
according  to  western  models,  ana  the  improvement  of  industnal  and 
commercial  methods.  These  reforms,  however,  are  not  accomplished 
facts  and  the  changes  so  far  effected  are  not  uniform  throughout 
the  Empire.  The  interior  is  scarcely  affected  as  yet,  save  where  the 
railway  has  penetrated,  and  even  where  change  is  noticeable  it  is 
necessarily  slow. 

As  for  the  effect  upon  trade  of  the  changes  that  take  pla(5e,  there 
is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  on  the  whole  the  changes  tend  to  the  im- 
provement of  commercial  relations  with  the  West,  but  the  growth  of 
American  trade  is  Ukely  to  be  of  a  slow  and  steady  character,  rather 
than  by  leaps  and  bounds. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  many  articles  now  imported  from  Amer- 
ica and  Europe  will  before  long  oe  manufactured  in  China,  and  the 
nature  of  America's  trade  will  probably  be  changed  in  the  new  era 
just  beginning.  But  while  trade  in  certain  varieties  of  goods  will  de- 
cline, there  will  be  compensation  in  the  increased  demand,  which 
now  scarcely  exists,  for  articles  of  an  entirely  different  character,  for 
the  development  by  China  of  her  own  resources  will  increase  her  pur- 
chasing power,  and  the  improvement  in  wages  and  change  in  the 
standards  of  living  now  takmg  ^ace  are  sure  to  create  new  demands 
which  the  manufacturers  of  the  West  can  supply. 

IMPORTS  AT  TIENTSIN  AND  CHINWANGTAO. 

The  value  of  the  total  foreign  imports  at  the  ports  of  Tientsin  and 
Chinwangtao  in  1907  was  64,510,385  haikwan  taels,  and  for  1908 
39,062,456  haikwan  taels,  a  decUne  of  25,447,929  haikwan  taels.  The 
chief  part  of  the  decrease  was  at  Tientsin,  where  the  value  of  the 
imports  in  1907  was  61,208,744  haikwan  taels,  and  in  1908, 35,903,450 
haikwan  taels,  the  decrease  being  25,305,294  haikwan  taels.  At 
Chinwangtao  the  imports  in  1907  amoimted  to  3,301,641  haikwan 
taels,  and  in  1908,  3,159,006  haikwan  taels,  a  decrease  of  142,635 
haikwan  taels. 

.    These  figures  show  a  decUne  of  more  than  39  per  cent  in  imports 
during  the  year  1908  as  compared  with  1907.     JBut  this  statement 
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does  not  fully  measure  the  decline.  Owing  to  the  depreciation  in 
the  gold  value  of  the  silver  tael,  the  silver  prices  of  foreign  imports 
were  considerably  enhanced,  and  the  falUn^  off  in  the  quantities 
imported  is  much  greater  than  would  appear  from  the  figures  stated. 

The  average  value  of  the  haikwan  tael  in  1907  was  79  cents  Ameri- 
can currency,  while  in  1908  it  was  but  64f  cents.  The  gold  value  of 
the  imports  m  1907  was  therefore  $50,963,204,  and  in  1908  $26,292,940, 
showing  a  decline  of  $25,670,264,  or  a  little  more  than  60  per  cent. 

The  quantities  and  net  values  of  the  principal  articles  imported 
into  Tientsin  during  1907  and  1908  are  given  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


1907. 


Quantity.       Value. 


1006. 


Quantity.       Value, 


Cotton 

American pieces . 

Dutch do... 

English do... 

Japanese do . . . 

Bheetlxigs— 

A  merican do . . . 

English 1 do. . . 

Japanese do... 

Shirtings — 

Gray do... 

White do... 

Yam- 
English  piculs . 

Inaian do... 

Japanese do. . . 

Floor do... 

Kerosene: 

American gallons. 

Borneo do... 

Sumatra do... 

Matches gross. 


330,941 
1,520 
1,892 

213,705 

1,204,144 
71,667 
121,642 

1,195,/M6 

15,940 

188,548 

*  102,848 

922,845 

11,689,348 
1,847,647 
9,858,639 
5,244,725 


1047,622 

3,721 

4,300 

513,088 

3,370,636 
179,849 
251,775 

897,021 
3,639,539 

455,852 
3,664.242 
2,040,185 
3,039,040 

1,233,666 
137,282 
813,396 

781,987 


151,670 


172,372 

739,390 
114,730 
55,820 

473,495 
317,788 

7,163 
117,006 
54,120 
40,604 

10,520,529 

520,656 

8,530,646 

4,816,669 


1366,289 


157 
377,245 

1,833,317 
280,709 
123,972 

794,121 
889,585 

185,542 

1,832,668 

800,410 

78,060 

1,022,152 

45,748 

825,945 

625,006 


The  quantities  of  the  chief  imports  into  Chinwangtao  in  1907  and 
1908  and  the  value  of  the  imports  in  1908  are  shown  in  the  following 
table: 


Articles. 


Cotton  goods: 

DriDs,  American pieces. 

SheetingB— 

American do. . . 

English do... 

Shirtings- 
Gray do.  - . 

White do... 

Yams- 
English  piculs . 

Inolan do.  - . 

Japanese do... 

Flour do... 

Kerosene,  American gallons. 


1907, 
quantity. 


1906. 


Quantity.    Value. 


4,305 

41,065 
775 

2,145 
10,765 

75 
12,420 
7,933 


700,000 


1,905 

16,080 
120 

2,000 
7,056 

120 

7,287 

5,166 

3,950 

620,000 


S4,496 

30,736 
206 

6,256 
10,600 

544 

114,187 
84,006 
10,038 
71,458 


Every  item  in  the  foregoing  lists,  save  English  sheetings  and 
Sumatra  oil  at  Tientsin  and  English  cotton  yam  and  flour  at  Chin- 
wangtao, shows  a  serious  decline,  and  the  exceptions  are  all  articles 
imported  in  insignificant  quantities.    In  none  is  the  decline  sb 
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marked  as  in  the  varieties  of  cotton  goods  in  which  American  manu- 
facturers are  interested.  The  principal  cause  of  this  depression  was 
the  decline  in  the  exchange  value  of  silver. 


EXPORT  TRADE. 


This  same  fall  in  exchange,  which  proved  so  disastrous  in  the 
import  trade,  should  have  stimulated  exports,  and  did  to  a  consider- 
able degree,  though  there  were  other  causes  operating  to  check  this 
influence,  particularly  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  Tientsin  in  1907  was  $13,630,040, 
and  from  Chinwangtao  $1,128,905,  a  total  of  $14,758,945.  In  1908 
the  expK)rts  from  Tientsin  were  valued  at  $12,396,349,  and  from 
Chinwangtao  $1,277,210,  a  total  of  $13,673,559.  Of  the  exports  in 
1908  from  Tientsin  $1,000,179  went  to  foreign  countries,  including 
Hongkong,  and  $11,396,170  to  Chinese  ports;  and  from  Chinwangtao 
$1,053,888  went  to  foreijgn  countries  ana  $12,619,671  to  Chinese  ports. 
While  there  was  a  decline  in  the  direct  ex{>ort  abroad  from  Tientsin 
and  Chinwangtao,  there  was  a  great  increase  in  the  shipments  to 
other  Chinese  ports.  It  is  impossible  to  determine  how  much  of 
the  goods  shipped  to  other  Chmese  ports  was  reshipped  to  foreign 
countries,  but  most  of  the  shipments  abroad  are  sent  via  Shanghai. 


EXPORTS  TO  THE   UNrTED  STATES. 


The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  during  1907 
and  1908  is  shown,  by  artiaes,  in  the  following  table: 


Artlota. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Bristles 

$790,681 
4i;838 

16,411 
23,896 

1416,439 

Robes,  dosskin 

$3,660 

Ctebrettas. 

Skins:' ^^ 
Dog- 
Tanned 

Carpets,    pottery,    and 

13,917 
2,964 

8,064 
2,016 
96,496 
82,784 
868 

4,218 
20,260 
81,264 

46,682 

77,812 

1,186 

3,640 

Curios 

TJntanned 

11,696 

8,966 
806,127 

Hair: 

Camel 

Ooet— 

Tanned 

Goat 

Untanned. 

Marmot 

$1,466,128 

36  026 

286,640 

17,147 

10,430 

Horse 

101,879 
6,908 

16,442 
63.969 

Human... 

Sheep 

Tibet 

Slink 

2,90a 

Household  and  pecBOoal 

effects .^rrrrrr.. 

Weasel 

Wolf. 

1,071 

Intestines,  sheep 

13,506 
64,618 

63,948 
U0,343 

All  other 

8,609' 

76,866 

2,874,326 

16,689 

466 

jate  

Straw  braid 

36,086 

Mate  and  rugs: 

Dogskin 

Wool,  sheep's 

2,201,446 

AU  other  articles. 

13,017 

Qoatskln 

Total 

Sheepskin. 

6,010,384 

3,966,866 

While  there  was  a  very  heavy  falling  during  the  first  half  of  1908, 
there  was  a  steady  improvement  during  the  remainder  of  the  year, 
the  last  two  quarters  showing  a  slight  increase  in  the  values  over 
those  for  the  same  period  in  1907.  In  the  total  for  the  year,  however, 
there  was  a  decline  of  more  than  1,292^000  Tientsin  taels  from  that 
of  1907,  and  in  the  gold  values  a  decline  of  more  than  $2,085,000. 

The  trade  of  Tientsin  and  Chinwangtao  with  the  interior  showed 
svmpathy  with  the  depression  that  marked  the  foreign  commerce  of 
the  distnct.    The  value  of  goods  in  transit  at  Tientsin  during  1908 
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was  $15,452,734  as  compared  with  $32,876,374  in  1907.  At  Chin- 
wangtao  the  transit  trade  amounted  in  1908  to  $1,481,003,  and  in 
1907  to  $2,199,994.  The  customs  revenue  of  the  two  ports  for  1908 
was  $1,595,718,  and  for  1907,  $2,661,599,  a  loss  of  $1,065,881. 

Stated  in  haikwan  taels  the  loss  was  only  904,683  taels,  but  the 
difference  in  the  exchange  value  of  the  tael  in  1907  and  1908  makes 
the  loss  in  gold  much  greater. 

MOVEMENTS   OF   TREASURE — SHIPPING. 

Movements  of  treasure  to  and  from  this  port  have  not  much 
significance,  since  they  throw  very  little  light  upon  the  larger  move- 
ment of  the  precious  metals  to  and  from  foreign  coimtnes.  The 
shipments  of  treasure  are  generally  made  to  and  from  Shanghai, 
ana  much  of  the  movement,  no  doubt,  has  to  do  with  the  settlement 
of  accoimts  between  the  two  ports. 

The  total  imports  of  treasure  at  Tientsin  during  1908  were  1,520,170 
haikwan  taels,  of  which  2,857  haikwan  taels  represent  the  value  of 
imported  gold.  The  exports  during  the  same  period  were  7,942,977 
taels,  of  Araich  2,089,391  taels  were  m  gold  (bars,  dust,  coin,. etc.). 

At  Chinwangtao  the  imports  of  treasiu^e  were  210,000  haikwan 
taels.  wholly  in  silver,  and  the  exports  136,293  haikwan  taels.  of 
whicn  2,000  haikwan  taels  were  in  gold.  It  appears,  therefore^  tnat 
2,091,391  haikwan  taels  worth  of  gold  was  exported  from  the  district 
during  the  year,  a  good  portion  of  which  may  have  come  from  the 
mines  of  North  China.  There  are  no  statistics,  however,  to  enable 
one  to  determine  the  output  of  these  mines. 

During  1908,  788  vessels  of  977,491  tons  entered  the  port  of 
Tientsin,  against  856  vessels  of  1,095,422  tons  in  1907.  At  Chin- 
wangtao there  entered  176  vessels  of  279,095  tons  in  1908,  against 
205  vessels  of  268,926  tons  in  1907.  At  the  two  ports  the  number 
of  vessels  arriving  in  1908  was  97  less  than  in  1907.  But  one  Ameri- 
can merchant  vessel  entered  in  1907  and  none  in  1908. 

RAILWAY   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Railway  building  in  this  consular  district  has  made  steady  progress 
during  the  pastyear.  The  narrow-gauge  line  from  Shih-chia  Chuang 
on  the  Pekmg-Hankow  Railway  (15  kilometers  south  of  Cheng-ting) 
to  Tai-yuen  Fu,  the  capital  or  Shansi,  was  opened  last  spring.  It 
suflFered  somewhat  from  the  floods  of  last  summer,  but  the  interrup- 
tion to  traffic  was  very  brief.  This  line  is  150  miles  long,  and  brings 
Tai-yuen  within  24  hours  of  Peking. 

On  June  30,  1908,  ground  was  broken  at  Tientsin  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  line  from  Tientsin  to  Pukow,  the  latter  a  small  town  on 
the  Yangtze  River,  just  opposite  Nanking.  The  line  has  been 
surveyed  and  is  to  be  constructed  by  the  aid  of  German  and  British 
capital  and  engineers,  the  Germans  supplying  funds  and  engineering 
skill  for  the  northern  half,  and  the  British  for  the  southern  half  of 
the  line. 

Considerable  has  been  done  at  this  end  of  the  line  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  earthwork,  which  is  completed  as  far  as  Teschou,  about 
150  miles  from  Tienstin,  and  tenders  have  been  invited  and  received 
for  rails,  bridge  materials,  ties,  and  cement. 
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Steady  progress  has  been  made  also  in  the  building  of  the  Peking- 
Kalgan  line,  the  only  line  built  entirely  by  Chinese  engineers  and 
with  Chinese  capital.  The  four  tunnels  above  Nankou  (35  miles 
from  Peking)  have  all  been  completed,  and  notice  is  given  that  a 
second  section  from  Nankou  to  Huai-lai  will  soon  be  opened.  The 
branch  of  this  line  from  Peking,  15  miles  west  to  the  coal  mines  at 
Men-tou-kou,  has  also  been  completed  and  is  in  operation. 

Several  memorials  have  been  published  recommending  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  main  line  beyond  Kalgan  to  Urga  (and  possibly  to  a 
connection  with  the  Siberian  Railway),  and  the  construction  of  a 
branch  westward  across  MongoUa  to  Turkestan. 

The  railway  from  Kai-feng,  capital  of  Honan,  to  Honan  Fu,  115 
miles,  is  completed,  and  in  operation.  This  line  is  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Yellow  River,  and,  therefore,  not  properly  within  this  consular 
district,  but,  since  it  Ues  on  the  border  and  connects  with  the  Peking- 
Hankow  line  at  Chen-chou,  40  miles  west  of  Kai-feng,  its  operation 
is  of  great  importance  to  the  trade  of  this  district,  and  its  continua- 
tion to  Hsian,  the  capital  of  Shansi,  now  being  urged,  will  greatly 
add  to  that  importance.  A  great  part  of  the  wool  shipped  from 
Tientsin  to  the  United  States  comes  from  Kansuh  and  Chinese 
Turkestan,  northwest  of  Hsian,  and  will  eventually  find  its  way  by 
rail  instead  of  on  pack  animals,  either  to  this  port  or  to  Hankow. 

Arrangements  were  made  during  the  year  for  the  recovery  by  the 
Chinese  Government  of  the  control  of  the  Peking-Hankow  line. 
The  sum  of  6,000,000  poimds  sterling  were  needed  for  this  purpose, 
5,000^00  poimds  only  of  which  were  raised  by  a  loan  financed  by 
four  Eurofjean  banks.  The  Chinese  Board  of  Communications  was 
imder  the  impression  that  the  remaining  1,000,000  pounds  could  be 
obtained  from  Chinese  capitalists.  In  this  hope  they  were  dis- 
appointed, and  since  the  money  had  to  be  in  hand  by  January  1, 
1909,  a  supplementary  loan  of  1,000,000  pounds  sterlmg  for  three 
months  was  arranged  with  four  banks,  the  Hongkong  and  Shanghai 
Banking  Corporation,  the  Banque  de  Tlndo-Chine,  the  Yokohama 
Specie  Bank,  Limited,  and  the  Deutsch-Asiatische  Bank. 

MINING   INTERESTS. 

The  mining  industry  continues  to  improve.  Both  bituminous 
and  anthracite  coal  are  taken  out  in  considerable  quantities.  The 
Chinese  Engineering  and  Mining  Company's  collieries,  near  Tongshan 
in  this  Province,  lead  in  the  output  of  bituminous  ooal,  with  a  total 
of  959,000  tons  sold  during  the  jear,  and  a  capacity  of  1,250,000 
tons  per  annum.  A  good  beginnmg  has  been  made  by  a  rival  com- 
pany, a  Chinese  concern,  in  the  same  vicinity.  The  Peking  syndicate 
mines  in  Honan,  and  the  Ching  Ching  mines,  located  in  Snansi,  near 
the  Tai-yuen  Fu  railway  line,  are  competing  in  the  Tientsin  market 
with  a  fair  variety  of  anthracite.  The  reking-Kalgan  line  will 
make  another  rich  coal  field  near  Kalgan  available,  but  its  branch  to 
the  Men-tou-kou  mines  has  not  yet  entirely  supplanted  the  pic- 
turesgue  camel  train,  carrying  coal  to  Peking. 

A  Chinese  company  is  attempting  to  secure  funds  for  the  working 
of  coal  and  iron  mines  in  Shansi,  m  the  field  repurchased  from  the 
Peking  syndicate,  but  does  not  appear  to  be  meeting  with  much  suc- 
cess.   The  company  seeks  to  raise  a  capital  of  5,000,000  taels  to 
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work  mines  near  Ping-ting  Chou,  and  machinery  for  this  purpose  and 
for  the  establishment  of  a  foundry  is  said  to  have  been  ordered  to  the 
value  of  1,000,000  taels. 

At  Tongshan  a  good  quality  of  fire  clay  is  min'ed,  which  is  being 
manufactured  into  fire  brick,  drainpipes,  ornamental  tiling,  etc. 

The  gold  mines  at  Urga  seem  to  oe  in  a  prosperous  condition, 
worked  with  Russian  capital,  but  there  are  no  available  statistics  as 
to  the  output.  The  export  of  gold  from  Tientsin  and  Chinwangtao 
in  1908  amounted  to  2,091,391  taels,  but  there  is  no  way  of  determin- 
ing how  much  of  this  came  from  these  mines.  Moreover,  much  of 
the  gold  that  is  mined  in  this  district  is  smelted  at  Peking,  and  used 
locaUy  in  the  arts.  Much  also  comes  into  the  district  from  Man- 
churia, and  a  great  deal,  it  is  believed,  is  carried  into  Shantung  by 
cooUes  returning  thither  every  winter  from  Manchuria. 

MANUFACTURES — INDUSTRIAL  TRAINING. 

Modem  methods  of  manufacture  are  being  introduced  gradually 
and  with  considerable  success.  Besides  the  manufacture  of  bricks 
and  tiles  at  Tongshan,  mentioned  above,  an  excellent  quality  of 
cement  also  is  produced  there.  The  output  amoimts  to  200,000 
casks  per  annum. 

Ever  since  the  establishment  of  the  railway  shops  at  Tongshan, 
steady  progress  has  been  made  in  the  production  of  railway  supplies. 
Freight  and  passenger  cars,  and  not  a  few  locomotives,  are  Duilt 
there,  not  only  for  the  imperial  railways  of  North  China,  but  for  .other 
lines  as  well. 

The  Engineering  College  at  Ton^han  is  doing  much  to  prepare 
young  men  for  responsible  positions  m  such  shops,  as  well  as  to  furnish 
a  supply  of  capable  assistants  to  those  engaged  in  railway  construc- 
tion and  in  mming.  This  institution  is  now  under  the  direction  of 
an  American-Chinese,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Cali- 
fornia and  a  post  graduate  of  Columbia.  The  institutions  established 
some  years  since  at  Tientsin  by  Yuan  Shih-kai  are  also  doing  much 
to  aid. in  the  introduction  of  western  methods  of  industry.  Among 
these  of  great  importance  is  the  College  of  Technology,  which  gives 
excellent  courses  in  engineering,  apphed  chemistry,  etc.  There  are 
210  students  in  the  school,  20  of  whom  are  in  the  preparatory  depart- 
ment, and  it  has  seven  instructors,  of  whom  one  is  American  and  one 
English,  and  several  others  are  Japanese.  The  school  is  well  housed 
and  has  fine  laboratories. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  is  the  Manual  Training  Institute, 
where  800  young  men  are  serving  apprenticeship  to  such  trades  as 
cotton  weaving,  soap  making,  dyeing,  matchmaking,  pottery,  cabi- 
netmaking,  and  silk  weaving  and  embroiderv. 

Another  government  institution  worthy  of  note  is  the  Pei  Yang 
Iron  Works,  where  other  apprentices  are  trained  in  the  work  of  casting 
stoves,  and  in  the  manufacture  of  scales,  steelyards,  balances,  etc.,  as 
well  as  in  brass  casting,  and  the  manufacturing  of  electric  appliances. 

A  native  cigarette  factory  is  in  operation  with  an  output  of  200,000 
cigarettes  a  day.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  establish  a  cotton  mill 
of  25,000  spindles,  but  the  necessary  capital  has  not  been  secured 
as  yet.  Other  industries  introduced  from  the  West  are  the  manufac- 
ture of  knit  goods  and  laces.     The  commercial  museum  at  Tientsin 
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exhibits  a  very  good  class  of  the  former,  such  as  underclothing, 
socks,  gloves,  hoods,  etc.,  after  patterns  that  suit  the  Chinese  taste. 
Laces  are  made  chiefly  at  the  mission  schools,  both  silk  and  linen 
thread  being  employed.  The  output  is  made  to  suit  foreign  taste 
and  finds  a  ready  sale,  the  prices  being  fairly  cheap  from  the  western 
standpoint. 

TAXES — EDUCATIONAL   AND   ADMINISTRATIVE   REFORMS. 

The  need  of  funds  for*  the  Government's  program  of  reform  has 
led  to  numerous  suggestions  for  the  increase  of  the  revenue.  A 
proposal  to  increase  the  price  of  salt  by  four  cash  a  catty  to  supply 
the  deficit  in  the  opium  revenue  was  approved  on  Jime  23,  1907. 
The  production  of  salt  is  a  government  monoply. 

A  stamp  tax  on  commercial  documents  is  contemplated  with  favor 
by  the  authorities,  and  may  be  put  into  operation  soon.  A  tax 
on  vehicles  is  being  collected  in  Peking  in  aid  of  the  municipal 
revenues,  and  various  so-called  voluntary  contributions  are  bemg 
taken  from  merchants  in  support  of  the  school  system. 

The  public  school  svstem  mtroduced  in  1905  is  being  constantly 
extended  and  the  schools  are  doing  very  good  work  considering 
the  difficulty  of  securing  competent  teachers.  A  number  of  foreigners 
are  employed,  chiefly  in  the  universities,  the  higher  middle  schools, 
and  in  the  normal,  professional,  and  technical  schools.  A  fair  pro- 
portion of  these  are  Americans.  Among  the  new  schools  opened 
during  the  year  is  the  V/oman's  Medical  College  at  Tientsin  imder 
the  direction  of  Dr.  Yamei  Kin,  a  Chinese  lady  of  American  educa- 
tion. She  does  not,  however,  attempt  to  do  more  at  present  than 
prepare  young  women  as  trained  nurses,  but  in  this  she  is  doing  an 
excellent  work,  and  one  greatly  needed. 

The  work  of  revising  the  laws  of  China  and  establishing  new  courts 
divorced  from  the  old  administrative  system  is  progressing.  The 
penal  administration  has  been  greatly  improved  smce  the  abolition 
of  the  bamboo.  An  industrial  prison  has  been  in  operation  here 
for  the  past  four  years,  in  which  there  are  700  prisoners  (none  guilty 
of  capital  offenses)   and  a  workhouse  which  was  established  two 

J  ears  ago,  in  which  there  are  500  petty  offenders,  tramps,  and  waifs, 
n  both  institutions  the  inmates  are  taught  trades  and  thus  provided 
with  an  honest  means  of  livelihood.  All  who  are  not  too  old  are  taught 
also  reading,  writing,  and  elementary  mathematics.  The  institu- 
tions are  not  designed  to  be  self-supporting;  the  inmates,  even  pris- 
oners serving  life  sentences,  are  paid  wages  according  to  the  quality 
of  the  work  done.  These  wages  may  be  sent  to  their  families  or 
kept  until  their  discharge,  or  used  to  purchase  better  food  than  the 
pnson  fare.  The  buildings  are  in  good  sanitary  condition  and  the 
mmates  comfortably  clothed. 

The  plans  proposed  in  1907  for  the  establishment  of  local  self- 
government  are  being  graduallv  carried  out.  The  Tientsin  Council, 
however,  is  not  really  in  control  of  the  municipal  government  of  Tien- 
tsin, but  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  certain  sanitary  and  police 
measures  and  public  works. 

The  plan  adopted  by  the  central  Government  contemplates  the 
gradual  education  of  the  people  for  the  discharge  of  poUtical  duties, 
which  will  devolve  upon  them  in  the  near  future. 
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TSINGTAU. 

By  Consul  Wilbur  T.  Grace y. 

A  recent  official  publication  very  aptly  describes  the  commei-cial 
status  of  Tsingtau  when  it  says : 

The  Kiaochow  territory  represents  a  clear  type  of  commercial  settlement,  whose 
main  economic  ftmction  is  that  it  shall  be  the  medium  for  the  exchange  of  mercnandise 
between  two  great  industrial  coimtries.  Tsingtau  was,  from  the  beginning,  con- 
sidered to  be  an  emporium  and  transshipping  port  from  which  European  goods  could 
be  distributed  to  the  Chinese  hinterlana  and  where  the  latter's  products  could  be 
collected  for  transshipment. 

The  total  value  of  the  import  and  export  trade  of  Tsingtau  in  1907 
was  34,080,968  haikwan  taels,  or,  at  an  average  exchange  of  83.1 
cents  United  States  currency,  $28,321,284  gold.  In  1908  the  total 
trade  amounted  to  37,878,225  haikwan  taels,  but  as  the  average 
rate  of  exchange  in  that  year  was  but  67.2  cents,  the  gold  equivalent 
was  $25,454,167 — an  increase  of  3,797,257  haikwan  taels,  or  %httle 
more  than  11  pjer  cent  when  considering  the  tael  value,  but  a  decrease 
of  $2,867,117  in  the  gold  value  of  the  total  trade  when  compared 
with  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

FOREIGN  IMPORTS  DECREASE. 

Imports  of  foreign  goods  in  1908  amounted  to  $10,738,654,  against 
$13,552,534  in  1907,  a  decrease  of  $2,813,880.  The  value  of  direct 
foreign  imports,  exclusive  of  railway  and  mining  materials,  in  1907 
was  6,754,944  haikwan  taels,  or  $5,613,358  gold,  and  in  1908 
8,133,416  haikwan  taels,  or  $5,465,657,  an  mcrease  of  1,378,472 
taels,  but  a  decrease  of  $147,701  in  the  gold  value.  The  value  of 
foreign  import^  from  native  ports,  chiefly  Shanghai,  was  $5,115,664 
in  1908  as  compared  with  $7,735,447  the  year  before,  a  decrease  of 
$2  619,783. 

In  the  following  statement  are  given  the  principal  imports  into 
Tsmgtau  during  1907  and  1908: 


Articles. 

1907. 
115,648 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Buttons,  brass gross. . 

98,116 

Cotton,  manufactures  of— 
Continued. 

Candles  .hundredweight. . 

2,455 

2,663 

Candy do 

18.788 

16,563 

Lawns  and  muslins, 

China  ware  . . .        value. 

$39,721 

$12,762 

pieces 

17,391 

9,880 

Cigars     and     cigarettes, 

Sheetings— 

value 

$78,648 

$89,364 

American.pieoes.. 

275,340 

138,890 

Coal tons.. 

16,173 

10,436 

English do... 

42,860 

28,610 

Cotton,  manuDactures  of: 
Chintzes  and  prints, 

Japanese...  do 

17,160 

2,300 

Shirtings- 

pieces 

25,872 

27,404 

Drills- 

pieces 

330,601 

280,287 

American,  pieces.. 

19.604 

19,310  , 

White..  ..pieces.. 

46,214 

49.864 

Dutch do.... 

3,630 

60  1 

Spanish  stripes.do 

Tcloth- 

8,616 

3,9U 

English do 

12.277 

5,150 

Japanese...  do 

10,600 

12,540 

EnglIsh....do.... 

263,819 

180,230 

Printed,  etc., 

Japanese... do 

Printed       do 

37,440 

20,210 

pieces 

8.967 

11,998  ' 

69,088 
219,253 

31,683 
102,572 

Flannel pieces.. 

10,123 

8,561 

Towels dozen.. 

Handkerchiefs, 

Turkey  reds .  .pieces. . 

64,283 

56,111 

dozen 

8,435 

5,462 

Velvets  and    velvet- 

Italians  pieces. 

209,476 

188,133 

eens yards.. 

23,002 

18,760 

Jeans- 

Woven,  fancy.,  do 

310,416 

176,703 

American.. do 

9,780 

7,755 

Yam- 

English do 

54,189 

53,996 

Indian,  hundred- 

Lastlngs  do.... 

119,053 

100,609 

weight 

116,099 

ft6,868 
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Articles. 

1907, 

1908.        ,i                Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

CJotton.  manufactures  of 
Continued. 

Matches,  Japanese,  gross. . 

2,427,312 

3,723,613 

Mats  of  all  kinds. .  pieces. 

107,754 

157,488 

Yarn— Continued. 

Oil,  kerosene: 

Japanese,      hun- 
dredweight  

American — gallons. . 

4,601,893 

6,672,340 

113,417 

114,772 

2,867,130 

2,874,780 

Dyes,   colors,    and    pig-. 

Paper.,  .hundredweight. . 

22,928 

23,436 

ments: 

Pepper,  black do. . . . 

3,665 

3,6<9 

Aniline value 

$135,283 

$81,731 

Seaweed,  long do 

30,028 

26,616 

Indigo,  artificial,  hun- 

Silk  piece   goods,   mix- 

dredweight  

19,556 

21,860 

tures,  pounds  ... 

88,245 

58,201 

Lead,  white  and  yel- 

1 

Soap value. 

$25,064 

$20,018 

low,    hundred- 

1 

Stores,  household... do. . . 

$38,862 

$46,527 

welght     

2,375 

2.663 

Sugar: 

Brown,  hundred- 

Electrical materials  and 

'1 

fittings value. . 

$18,890 

$12,260  I            weight 

155,635 

127,160 

Glass,  manuliacturGS  of: 

1         White,  hundred - 

Glassware value. . 

$7,432 
5.725 

$5,740  ' 
6,872  1 

weight 

56,769 

43,506 

Window boxes. 

Refined.      hundred- 

Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 

"            weight 

17,109 

21, If 8 

tures  of: 

Timber: 

Bars,  hundredweight. 

5,757 

0,297 

Ilard  wood, cubic  feet. 

203,526 

20,651 

Hardware value. 

$44,442 

$25,294 

Soft  wood,  superficial 

Nail    rod,    hundred- 

feet  r. 

23,820,634 

1,763,652 

weight >. 

Needles  ..thousands. . 

6,432 

3,499 

Wines  and  malt  liquors: 

357,060 

296,600 

Beer     and     porter, 

Old  .hundredweight 

124,528 

74,103  , 

value 

$22,510 

$38,004 

Sheets    and    plates, 

hundredweight 

Steel,  hundredweight. 

Wines value.. 

$58,668 

$74,544 

3,027 

3,035 

Wool,  manufactures  of: 

4,473 

4,837  1 

Cloth yards.. 

7,945 

7,698 

Tin  plates,  hundred- 
weight  

•    Lastings pieces. . 

2,343 

1,5S0 

5,776 

23,599 

Mixtures,  union  and 

Lamps  and  lamp  ware, 
value 

poncho yards.. 

18,884 

23,488 

$10,786 

$14,343 

Spanish  stripes. do... 

6,109 

6,234 

Lead  in  pigs,  hundred- 

1 

weight 

1,777 

3,737 

INTEREST   CENTERS   IN    KEROSENE   IMPORTS. 

Of  the  principal  imports,  interest  still  appears  to  center  in  kerosene 
oil.  As  the  Standard  Oil  Company's  tanKs  were  completed  and  a 
wharf  for  kerosene  boats  finished  in  1908,  making  it  possible  to  dis- 
charge cargo  directly  from  the  tank  ships  to  the  tanl^  on  shore,  the 
gain  in  imports  of  American  oil  was  quite  large.  American  kerosene 
imported  m  1907  amounted  to  4,601,893  gallons,  and  in  1908  the 
amount  rose  to  6,572,340  gallons,  an  increase  of  1,970,447  gallons. 

Imports  of  piece  goods,  handkerchiefs,  towels,  and  cotton  yarn 
showed  decreases,  owing  to  the  prevailing  low  exchange  and  the 
stringency  of  the  money  market.  Metals  in  general  showed  a  falling 
off,  though  there  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  imports  of  tin 
in  plates,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Standard  Oil  Company  has  estab- 
lished a  factory  at  Tsingtau  for  the  manufacture  or  oil  tins.  The 
customs  statistics  of  some  of  the  sundries  showed  a  slight  increase 
in  the  tael  value,  but  in  the  statistical  tables  these  appear  as  de- 
creases because  the  value  of  the  Haikwan  tael  in  gold  dollars  was 
much  lower  in  1908  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  largest  decrease 
in  quantity  was  in  soft-wood  timber,  which  fell  from  23,820,634 
superficial  feet  in  1907  to  1,763,552  superficial  feet  in  1908.  Wines, 
beer,  and  porter  showed  a  considerable  mcrease,  as  did  also  household 
stores. 

EXPORTS   BY   ARTICLES. 

The  direct  exports  to  foreign  countries  amounted  to  $1,804,682 
gold  in  1908,  in  comparison  with  $734,230  in  1907,  the  increase 
being  due  to  the  fact  that   in  the  earlier  year  the  ultimate  desti- 
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nation  of  goods  shipped  via  Shanghai  was  not  shown  in  the  customs 
statistics.  The  value  of  exports  to  Chinese  ports,  principally 
Shanghai,  was  $6,310,700  in  1908,  as  compared  with  $8,016,711  dur- 
ing the  previous  year. 

The  principal  exports  from  Tsingtau  during  1907  and  1908  are 
shown  m  the  followmg  comparative  table: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Artiolfls. 

1907. 

1908. 

Braid,   straw,    hundred- 
weight  

82.771 

1,652 

4.932 

9,274 

1,861,443 

31,787 
28,140 

7,823 
695 

6,891 

14,003 
197.703 
$22,672 

1,445 
13,691 

101,587 
2,011 

Oil  cake,  bean,  hundred- 
weight  

6,039 
1.990 
6,608 

291 
6,105 

4,544 
3,306 
2,015 
2,733 

662 

22,353 

5,857 

1.237 

28,785 

Bristfos  .hundredweight. . 

Caps,  felt pieces.. 

Coal ..tons.. 

Eggs,  fresh dozens. . 

Fruits  and  nuts: 

Pigs number. . 

Rura,  dogskin pieces. . 

Apricot,       hundred- 
weight  

2,543 

776 

33,821 
5,329,660 

03,213 

127,675 

2,589 

1,760 

7,832 

10,267 
164,869 
$18,658 

1,029 

120,221 

1 

1,239 

Dates,     hundred- 
weight  

Melon,    hundred- 
weight  

Silk,  and  nuMiufactures  of: 

Raw,      hundred- 
weight  

7,661 

Groundnuts,       hun- 
dredweight. . 

Pears,    hundred- 

4,665 

weight 

Pongee,      Shantung, 
hundredweight 

Waste,   hundred- 
weight  

Walnuts,     hundred- 
weight...   . 

3,353 

Glassware,    hundred- 

11,406 

weight 

Tallow,  animal,  hundred- 
weight  

Hides  and  skins: 

20,220 

Cow  and  buffalo,  hun- 
dredweight   

Goat pieces.. 

Medicines value.. 

Oils: 

Vegetables: 

Beans,    hundred- 
weight  

4,668 

Other,  fresh,       hun- 
dredweight 

33,804 

Bean,     hundred- 
weight  

Vermicelli  and  macaroni, 
hundredweight 

Wool,  sheep's,   hundred- 
weight  ,. 

7,211 

Groundnut,  hundred- 
weight  

2,699 

A  better  crop  made  the  exports  of  beans  and  bean  products  much 
larger  than  in  1907,  and  groundnut-oil  exports  also  increased. 
Heretofore  these  products  have  been  shipped  almost  exclusively 
to  Chinese  ports,  but  owing  to  the  low  rate  or  exchange  in  1908  they 
could  be  placed  on  the  European  markets  at  favorable  prices.  While 
the  shipments  of  most  of  these  lines  were  only  sample  cargoes,  a 
large  trade  was  carried  on  in  shelled  groundnuts,  and  exports  of  the 
shelled  nuts  increased  from  20,239  hundredweight  in  1907  to.  101,056 
hundredweight  in  1908.  The  straw-braid  export,  which  is  the  prin- 
cipal business  of  the  port  of  Tsingtau,  amounted  to  101.587  himared- 
weight  in  1908  as  compared  with  82,771  hundredweight  in  the  pre- 
ceding twelve  months.  Bristles,  coal,  dates,  fresh  eggs  (which  increased 
from  1,861,443  in  1907  to  5,329,660  in  1908),  silk,  animal  tallow, 
fresh  vegetables,  and  felt  caps  all  showed  increases. 

There  was  a  decrease  of  $128,899  in  the  gold  value  of  articles 
declared  through  the  American  consulate  at  Tsingtau  for  shipment 
to  the  United  States  in  1908  as  compared  with  the  declared  exports 
of  1907.  The  articles  in  1908  were:  Straw  braids,  $655,045,  a 
decrease  of  $98,245  from  1907;  household  goods^  $1,449,  an  increase 
of  $1,001;  silk,  $1,214.  Bristles,  hay,  and  hides  and  skins,  the 
exports  of  which  were  valued  at  $32,915  in  1907,  disappeared  from 
the  list. 

THE   TIENTSIN-PUKOW   RAILWAY. 

During  1908,  after  long  negotiations  between  the  interested  Euro- 
pean capitalists   and   the  Chinese  Government,   a  conclusion  was 
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reached  which  assured  the  connection  of  the  Tsingtau-Tsinanfu 
Railway  with  another  line  running  farther  into  the  interior  of  China. 
This  new  railway,  which  will  connect  Tsinanfu  with  Tientsin  in  the' 
north  and  Pukow  on  the  Yangtze  River  in  the  south,  will  do  much 
to  increase  the  trade  of  Tsingtau.  The  road,  officially  known  as 
the  Tientein-Pukow  Railway,  is  being  built  and  operated  by  the 
Chinese  State  Railway  Administration.  The  section  from  Tientsin 
to  the  southern  border  of  Shantung,  comprising  some  two-thirds  of 
its  entire  length  of  629  miles,  is  being  built  by  German-Chinese 
capital.  Construction  work  has  already  begim,  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  grading  of  the  road  will  be  nearly  completed  by  the  end  of 
1909.  From  Tientsin  to  Tetschou,  a  distance  or  140  miles,  the  grad- 
ing had.  been  finished  at  the  close  of  1908,  and  it  was  intended  during 
1^^  to  start  building  from  Tsinanfu  both  north  and  south.  The 
construction  of  this  railway  is  of  direct  importance  to  Tsingtau,  as 
most  of  the  materials  will  pass  through  this  port,  and  is  of  special 
interest  to  German  industry,  as  the  contracts  for  all  the  materids 
for  the  northern  section  have  been  given  to  Germaji  firms.  The 
orders  already  placed  with  iron  and  machine  manufacturers  of 
Germany  amount  to  about  $5,500,000. 

The  completed  railway  which  connects  Tsingtau  with  Tsinanfu, 
the  capital  of  Shantung  Province,  had  another  successful  year  in 
1908,  having  carried  834,686  passengers  and  470,684  tons  of  freight, 
a  decrease  of  51,314  passengers,  but  an  increase  of  76,884  tons  01 
freight  when  compared  with  the  1907  traffic. 

DECREASED   SHIPPING HARBOR   IMPROVEMENTS. 

• 

During  1908,  445  steamers  and  1  sailing  vessel,  with  a  net  registry 
of  551,971  tons,  called  at  Tsingtau,  against  497  steamers  of  551,963 
tons  in  the  previous  year,  a  very  slight  increase  in  tonnage,  but  a  de- 
crease in  the  number  of  ships.  In  1908, 220  were  Grerman  steamers, 
107  British  steamers,  1  British  saiUng  vessel,  80  Jaoanese,  20  Chinese, 
15  Norwegian,  and  one  each  with  tne  Russian,  Dutch,  and  French 
flag.  There  was  a  falling  off  of  62  in  the  number  of  German  ships 
and  of  21  in  that  of  British  vessels  during  the  year.  The  value  of 
the  trade  carried  in  vessels  other  than  Chinese  junks  was  $21,564,275, 
the  balance  of  $3,889,892  having  been  conveyed  in  native  boats. 

The  16^000-ton  floating  dock  at  Tsingtau  was  occupied  on  170 
days,  durmg  which  time  there  were  docked  18  men-of-war  with  an 
aggregate  tonnage  of  23,892  tons,  and  10  merchant  vessels  of  22,336 
tons.  The  dock  employed  45  Europeans  and  10  expert  Chinese 
diuing  the  year^  ana  an  average  of  1,124  Chinese  workmen.  The 
onlvchanges  of  importance  in  the  harbor  were  the  completion  of  the 
mole  for  kerosene-oil  steamers  and  the  construction  of  large  govern- 
ment warehouses  on  Mole  2.         ^      ^ 

An  official  resume  of  the  shipping  industry  at  Tsingtau  states: 

While  the  improvement  of  the  great  land  routeeprogresBee  satiBfactorily,  the  improve- 
ment of  the  sea  routes  does  not  keep  step.    One  feels  a  depression  in  the  economic 


I  only  at  great  intervalB.    A  favorable  influence  upon  the  development  < 

shipping  will  certainly  result  from  the  success  of  the  German  coal  mines  at  Poehan 
in  producing  bunker  coal  of  good  quality. 
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SHANTUNG   MINING  COMPANY. 

The  Shaatung  Mining  Company  raised  at  Fangtze,  in  the  Chinese 
hinterland,  222,450  tons  of  coal  in  1908,  against  145,000  tons  in  the 
preceding  year,  that  year  having  had  a  very  small  output  owing  to 
an  accident  in  the  mines.  At  its  Poshan  mines  the  output  was 
56,600  tons,  against  34,200  tons  in  1907.  The  daily  capacity  of 
the  Fangtze  mmes  is  1,000  tons  and  at  Poshan  400  tons.  In  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  the  company  established  an  agency  in  Shanghai 
and  commenced  selling  its  washed  liunp  coal  on  that  market,  and 
hopes  to  dispose  of  50,000  to  60,000  tons  in  that  citv  during  1909. 
At  Hungshan  there  is  produced  a  coal  of  Cardiff  standard,  for  15,000 
tons  of  which  the  German  navy  has  made  a  contract.  A  washing 
plant  is  being  erected  at  Hungshan,  which  is  expected  to  be  in  opera- 
tion about  August,  1909,  and  which  will  increase  the  percentage  of 
naval  quality  coal  and  also  ^ve  a  good  grade  of  smaller  coal.  Until 
the  completion,  of  the  washing  plant,  the  output  will  be  about  600 
tons  per  day. 

MANCHURIA. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Vice-consul-General  Frederick  D.  Cloud,  Mukden. 

The  general  conditions  of  trade  throughout  Manchuria  during 
1908  showed  an  encouraging  improvement  over  those  of  the  previous 
year.  The  crisis,  especiallv  in  foreign  trade,  which  was  largely  due 
to  overstocking  and  speculation  at  the  close  of  the  Russo-Japanese 
war,  has  passed  and  a  healthy  reaction  has  set  in,  indicating  a  return 
to  normal  conditions.  The  one  thing  which,  more  than  all  others, 
has  retarded  the  return  to  a  normal  level  and  delayed  the  new  era 
of  prosperity  has  been  the  marked  decline  in  silver,  coupled  with 
the  chaotic  state  of  the  currency  of  the  coimtry.  This  decline  in 
the  price  of  silver  affected  very  seriously  the  import  trade,  especially 
in  such  lines  as  American  flour  and  cotton  gooas,  while  it  doubtless 
stimulated  the  export  trade  in  native  products.  The  Manchurian 
producers  had  good  crops,  far  above  the  average,  but  owing  to  the 
slack  demand  prices  were  low  and  profits  small.  One  promising 
feature  of  the  export  trade  is  to  be  foimd  in  the  new  outlet  to  Europe 
and  America  for  Manchurian  products.  For  the  first  time  beans 
were  exported  to  England  and  the  Continent  at  fair  prices.  The 
shipments,  it  is  true,  were  made  more  or  less  as  an  experiment,  but 
it  IS  encouraging  to  know  that  some  30,000  tons  were  shipped  to 
Great  Britain. 

The  improved  transportation  facilities  afforded  Manchurian  farm- 
ers, togetner  with  improved  methods  of  handling  the  crops,  are 
stimulating  production.  The  bean  crop  of  1908  was  the  lai^est 
ever  produced  in  this  country,  and  it  is  to  meet  this  increased  pro- 
duction that  wider  markets  are  being  sought.  There  is  little  doubt 
that  Manchuria  is  to  become,  in  the  not  far  distant  futiu*e,  a  com- 
petitor of  America  in  supplying  agricultural  products  for  the  markets 
of  Europe.  That  Manchurian  flour  and  low  grades  of  flour  milled  in 
Shanghai  and  Hongkong  are  already  strongly  competing  with  the  Amer- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


ASIA:  CHINA.  479 

ican  article  in  Manchuria  has  become  an  established  fact,  evidenced 
by  the  falling  off  of  the  import  trade  during  the  year.  The  flour  mills 
of  Harbin  and  the  new  milling  enterprises  of  the  Japanese  are  placing 
their  products  upon  the  local  markets  at  prices  with  which  it  is 
impossible  for  American  mills  to  compete.  The  superior  quaUty  of 
the  American  brands  is  not  questioned,  but  the  Manchurian  con- 
sumer's purchasing  power  is  too  Umited  to  enable  him  to  buy  any 
but  the  cheapest  grades,  not  only  of  flour  but  also  of  the  whole  roimd 
of  daily  necessities.  To  increase  the  large  native  population's  pur- 
chasing power  therefore  is  to  increase  Manchuria's  trade  with  foreign 
coimtnes,  and  the  only  way  to  achieve  this  is  to  develop  its  agricul- 
tural resources  by  improved  methods  of  cultivation  and  by  creating 
new  and  larger  markets  for  its  products.  What  the  United  States 
may  lose  through  diminished  sales  of  farm  products  must  more  than 
be  made  up  through  increased  trade  in  manufactured  goods. 

IMPORT  TRADE  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

According  to  official  returns  the  total  value  of  the  import  trade 
of  Manchuna  for  1908  passing  through  the  custom-houses  of  New- 
chwang,  Dalny,  and  Antimg  amoimted  to  $31,954,298,  United  States 
gold.  Of  this  amount  $25,153,861  was  imports  from  foreign  coim- 
tries,  while  $6,800,437  represented  the  value  of  goods,  mostly  of 
Chinese  origin,  imported  from  other  Chinese  ports.  In  addition  to 
the  purely  foreign  imports,  however,  there  should  be  mentioned  an 
item  of  $10,000,000  worth  of  railway  materials  imported  from  the 
United  States  by  the  South  Manchuna  Railwav  Company,  on  which 
no  duties  were  paid,  and  which  was  omitted  from  the  Chinese  cus- 
toms returns.  What  further  imports  entered  Manchuria  by  way  of 
Tientsin  and  Harbin  it  is  impossible  to  state,  but  assuming  that 
$10,000,000  of  imports  entered  by  way  of  these  two  cities  the  total 
value  of  Manchuria's  incoming  comimerce  from  foreign  countries 
aggregated  approximately  $45,000,000.  Of  this  amount  about 
$16,000,000  worth  came  from  the  United  States,  of  which  $10,000,000 
consisted  of  railway  materials  and  the  balance  represented  America's 
share  of  the  miscellaneous  merchandise  imports. 

The  principal  articles  of  American  origin  were  cotton  goods, 
kerosene  oil,  lumber,  and  flour.  The  imports  of  American  kerosene 
amounted  to  8,000,000  gallons;  cotton  goods,  a  trifle  more  than 
1.000,000  pieces;  lumber,  3,500,000  feet,  and  flour,  250,000  barrels. 
The  sale  of  American  cigarettes  also  reached  large  proportions,  but 
only  a  small  number  of  them  was  exported  direct  from  the  United 
States.  There  were  substantial  increases  in  the  imports  of  American 
cotton  goods  over  those  of  1907,  and  the  outlook  in  this  line  of  trade 
is  very  encouraging.  The  same  is  also  true  of  kerosene  oil.  The 
imports  of  American  flour,  however,  decreased  heavily,  which  was 
due  to  the  marked  decline  of  silver,  coupled  with  the  competition 
of  flour  of  local  manufacture.  On  tne  whole  there  were  substantial 
gains  in  American  trade  over  the  previous  year,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  with  renewed  efforts  and  improved  methocfa 
on  the  part  of  American  shippers  the  present  year  will  witness  a 
still  greater  proportionate  mcrease  in  Amenca's  share  of  the 
Manchurian  import  trade. 
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EXPORTS    EVENLY   DIVIDED. 

The  total  value  of  Manchurian  exports  in  1908  clearing  through 
the  custom-houses  of  Newchwang,  Dalny,  and  Antung  was 
$36,282,894,  and  this  amount  was  about  evenly  divided  between 
exports  to  foreign  coimtries  and  exports  to  China,  $18,376,968  going 
to  the  former  and  $17,905,926  to  tne  latter.  The  exports  of  beans 
and  bean  cake  amounted  to  approximately  754,496  tons,  and  were 
valued  at  $14,880,113,  an  increase  of  $5,029,323  over  1907.  In 
addition,  1,930  tons  of  bean  oil,  valued  at  $136,538,  were  exported, 
making  the  total  value  of  exports  of  bean  products  $15,016,651. 
The  item  next  in  importance  m  the  list  of  exports  was  wild  sUk, 
which  was  valued  at  $3,329,921.  Timber  from  the  Yalu  Valley 
was  third  in  importance,  amounting  to  $2,373,000.  Other  exports 
were  18,345  tons  of  kaoliang  (tall  millet),  326,169  bushels  of  Indian 
com,  and  3,815  tons  of  millet^  aggregating  $445,950  in  value. 

Added  to  the  figures  just  given,  which  represent  only  the  exports 

f)assing  through  tne  custom-houses  of  the  Province,  should  be  the 
arge  quantities  of  all  kinds  of  Manchurian  products  which  are 
exported  in  native  craft  and  which  do  not  come  under  the  super- 
vision of  custom-house  oflScials.  It  is  probably  true  that  the  official 
customs  returns  from  year  to  year  do  not  accoimt  for  more  than  60 
per  cent  of  the  actual  exports  of  Manchurian  products. 

BEAN   AND   WHEAT   CROPS — COLONIZATION. 

On  the  whole,  the  year  has  been  a  satisfactory  one  from  the  stand- 
point of  the  agriculturist.  Throughout  the  greater  portion  of 
Manchuria  large  crops  were  harvested,  and  although  prices  averaged 
lower  than  during  the  two  preceding  years  the  increased  yield  more 
than  covered  the  loss  in  price.  Tne  bean  and  wheat  crops  were 
especially  good,  the  yield  being  the  greatest  on  record.  In  certain 
sections  considerable  damage  to  the  kaoliang  crop  by  floods  was 
reported,  but  on  the  whole  this  crop  was  also  above  the  average. 
The  total  value  of  farm  products  for  1908  was  approximately 
$63,000,000,  the  value  of  the  principal  crops  being  estimated  as 
follows:  Kaoliang,  $28,000,000;  beans,  $25,000,000;  wheat,  $4,000,000; 
millet,  $3,000,000;  other  crops,  $3,000,000.  The  increased  trans- 
portation facilities  afforded  by  the  South  Manchuria  and  the  Chinese 
Imperial  railways  are  proving  of  great  benefit  to  Manchurian  agri- 
culture. Farmers  are  not  only  being  stimulated  to  increase  the 
acreage  tilled,  but  are  also  devoting  more  of  their  land  to  those 
crops  having  the  greatest  commercial  value. 

The  Mukden  government,  in  cooperation  with  the  central  govern- 
ment, has  devoted  much  attention  during  the  year  to  the  coloni- 
zation of  the  uninhabited  regions  of  Mongolia,  Kirin,  and  Heilung- 
chiang.  Offices  have  been  opened  in  Hankow,  Shanghai,  Tientsin, 
Chefoo,  and  Newchwang  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  worthy  families 
to  become  residents  of  Manchuna.  All  intending  settlers  of  these 
new  regions  are  given  special  low  rates  on  the  Chinese  steamship 
lines  between  Chefoo  and  Newchwang,  and  on  the  steamship  lines 
of  the  Sungari  River.  Large  tracts  belonging  to  Mongolian  princes 
have  been  surveyed  and  set  aside  for  settlement  ana  the  Govern- 
ment is  offering  inducements  to  the  people  of  the  southern  and  more 
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densely  populated  Provinces  to  take  up  this  land.     The  land  has 
been  divided  into  three  classes^  according  to  desirability,  the  price 

Gjr  acre  being  fixed  at  the  equivalent  of  $2.76,  $1.50,  and  87  cents, 
nited  States  currency,  respectively.  One-half  of  the  original  pur-  ' 
chase  money  goes  to  the  Government  as  revenue,  while  for  every 
$62.10  of  purchase  money  an  additional  $9.32  is  collected  from  the 
purchaser  for  the  maintenance  of  the  colonization  bureau.  If  the 
settler  is  too  poor  to  buy  the  land,  long-term  leases  are  made.  Under 
such  leases  tne  annual  rental  averages  20  cents  per  acre.  No  taxes 
on  land  purchased  are  collected  durmg  the  first  three  years  from  the 
date  of  entry,  and  should  the  settlers  require  funds  to  enable  them 
to  care  for  their  crops  they  may  receive  advances  from  the  govern- 
ment banks.  These  advances  are  made  against  the  current  crop 
and  bear  a  low  rate  of  interest.  The  scheme,  in  principle  at  least,  is 
a  highly  commendable  one.  The  regions  thus  thrown  open  are  among 
the  most  fertile  in  all  Manchuria,  and  are  at  present  largelv  impro- 
ductive  only  because  they  are  for  the  most  part  uninhabited. 

AMERICAN    MINING    INTERESTS. 

Although  considerable  interest  in  the  mineral  deposits  of  Manchuria 
has  been  evinced  hy  American,  British,  and  German  engineers  dur- 
ing the  year,  but  little  has  been  accomplished  by  them  toward  the 
development  of  the  coimtry's  mineral  resources.  The  South  Man- 
churia Railway  Company,  on  the  other  hand,  has  pushed  forward 
development  work  on  the  Fushun  coal  mines  with  great  energy,  and 
extensive  additions  to  the  equipment  of  the  mines  have  more  than 
doubled  the  output.  At  the  beginning  of  the  vear  the  daily  output 
was  500  tons,  but  by  the  end  of  December  the  daily  product  had 
reached  1,200  tons.  The  Fushim  coal  mines  constitute  one  of  the 
chief  assets  of  the  company. 

Practically  nothing  has  been  accomplished  in  the  development  of 
goldj  silver,  or  copper  mines,  although  considerable  interest  in  the 
possibilities  of  gola  mining  have  been  manifested.  The  Mukden  gov- 
ernment has  repeatedly  made  it  known  that  it  was  anxious  to  invite 
foreign  capital  mto  Manchuria  for  mine  development,  but  has  failed 
to  obtain  a  revision  of  the  mining  regulations,  which  alone  will  make 
possible  the  investment  of  foreign  capital  in  Chinese  mines. 

CURRENCY   AND   EXCHANGE. 

One  of  the  cliief  causes  of  continued  trade  depression  in  Manchuria 
is  the  heterogeneous  mixture  of  circulating  mediums  of  exchange  in 
use  at  present.  Government  banks,  private  native  banks,  foreign 
banks,  and  native  commercial  firms  are  permitted  to  issue  tneir  own 
forms  and  varieties  of  obligations  called  '* money."  There  are  no 
less  than  twelve  mediums  of  exchange  in  circulation  in  Manchuria :  (1 ) 
the  small-coin  dollar,  having  a  value  of  100  cents  of  subsidiary  silver 
coins  of  10  and  20  cent  pieces;  (2)  copper  coins  of  10  and  20  cash 
denominations;  (3)  paper  currency  based  upon  the  smaU-coin  dollar; 
(4)  the  local  or  Fengtien  tael;  (5)  notes  of  foreign  banks  in  roubles; 
(6)  silver  yen;  (7)  gold  yen;  (8)  Mexican  dollars;  (9)  the  Mexican 
dollar  coin;  (10)  the  Manchurian  dollar,  a  silver  coin  the  weight  and 
fineness  of  which  is  slightly  greater  than  that  of  the  Mexican  dollor; 
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(11)  tiao  notes;  and  (12)  the  square-holed  copper  cash.  With  the 
exception  of  the  gold  yen  and  the  rouble  bank  notes,  these  are  aU 
based  upon  silver  values,  and  are  subject  to  constant  and  ever- 
varying  rates  of  exchange,  not  only  in  relation  to  gold  currency  but 
in  respect  to  each  other.  It  is  not  difficult  to  conceive  the  obstacles 
lying  m  the  way  of  trade  development  where  so  much  uncertainty 
exists  as  to  the  character  and  stabiUty  of  exchange  mediums.  Of 
the  total  currency  in  circulation  in  tnis  district  approximately  30 

?er  cent  is  composed  of  foreign  bank  notes,  distributed  as  follows: 
'okohama  Specie  Bank,  silver  notes,  18  per  cent;  Bank  of  Japan, 
gold  notes,  6  per  cent;  Japanese  war,  silver  notes,  IJ  per  cent;  Russo- 
Chinese  Bant,  rouble  notes,  3  per  cent;  and  the  notes  of  various 
banks  of  Tientsin  and  Shanghai,  IJ  per  cent. 

CREATION   OF   BANKS    A    MEANS   OF   REVENUE. 

During  the  last  few  years  the  creation  of  government  banks  has 
been  m^e  a  means  of  raising  government  revenue,  and  these  in 
turn  have  issued  larjge  quantities  of  paper  notes.  Tne  government 
bank  of  Mukden  has  issued  in  the  four  years  of  its  existence  $4,080,000 
worth  of  notes.  There  has  been  no  attempt  to  redeem  them,  nor 
has  there  been  any  considerable  amoimt  or  these  notes  withdrawn 
from  circulation.  The  government  of  Kirin  Province  issued  approxi- 
mately $6,400,000  of  tiao  notes,  so  that  the  total  amount  of  govern- 
ment notes  in  the  district  outstanding  at  the  close  of  1908,  expressed 
in  United  States  currency,  was  about  $10,480,000. 

The  paid-up  capital  of  the  provincial  government's  bank  of  Mukden 
at  the  end  of  1908  was- $2,685,406,  United  States  gold,  with  a  special 
reserve  fund  of  $222,664.     Granting  that  these  two  accounts^  aggre- 

fating  $2,908,069,  are  in  such  form  as  to  act  as  security  agamst  the 
ank's  outstanding  notes,  there  are  still  $1,171,931  worth  of  govern- 
ment bank  notes  m  circmation  for  which  there  is  no  apparent  secu- 
rity. The  government  banks  claim,  however,  that  they  always  keep 
on  hand  a  Targe  quantity  of  government  revenues  which  they  use 
as  an  addition^  reserve  for  protecting  their  note  issues. 

In  addition  to  the  government  bank  notes  many  private  banks 
and  commercial  firms  have  issued  large  quantities  of  notes  in  many 
denominations,  and  as  the  concerns  issuing  these  notes  do  not 
attempt  to  maintain  a  legal  tender  reserve  with  which  to  redeem 
them,  the  value  of  such  notes  depends  from  day  to  day  upon  the 
solvency  or  insolvency,  or  the  reported  solvency  or  insolvency,  of 
the  banks  and  firms  of  issuance. 

COPPER  COINS  TO  REPLACE  SQUARE-HOLED  CASH. 

Another  means  of  raising  revenue  has  been  the  minting  of  copper 
coins  to  replace  the  ancient,  square-holed  cash.  This  method  of 
replenishing  the  exchequer  has  been  employed  not  only  in  Manchuria 
but  throu^out  the  Empire.  During  1908  the  provincial  govern- 
ment's mint  at  Mukden  coined  27,000,000  copper  10-cash  pieces,  the 
approximate  value  of  which  was  $93,150,  united  States  currency, 
and  15,000,000  20-cash  pieces  of  the  value  of  $103,500.  Previous 
assays  of  these  coins  have  shown  that  the  10-cash  coins,  as  compared 
with  the  old  square-holed  cash,  contain  only  2.7  cash  worth  of  metallic 
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copper.  In  other  words,  the  government's  nominal  profit  on  each 
of  these  10-cash  pieces  is  7.3  cash,  but  its  actual  profit  is  somewhat 
less,  for  the  reason  that  the  market  value  of  the  new  coins  has  greatly 
depreciated  owing  to  the  pubhc's  refusal  to  accept  them  at  face 
value.  This  attitude  of  the  general  pubUc  is  partly  due  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  new  token  money  and  partly  owing  to  the  government's 
refusal  to  accept  its  own  coins  in  payment  of  taxes  and  revenues." 

It  is  this  state  of  the  country's  monetary  system  that  is  proving 
hurtful  to  Manchuria's  trade  and  public  revenues.  There  is  en- 
couragement, however,  in  the  recent  action  of  the  central  Govern- 
ment in  issuing  instructions  to  the  provincial  authorities  to  make 
careful  investigation  of  private  banks  before  allowing  them  to  issue 
bank  notes.  Regulations  are  also  being  drawn  up  reauiring  such 
banks  to  submit  to  a  system  of  inspection,  and  compelling  them  to 
,  provide  adequate  legal-tender  reserves  for  the  protection  of  their 
note  issues. 

RAILWAY  DEVELOPMENTS. 

During  1908  considerable  improvement  in  transportation  facihties 
was  accomplished.  The  first  part  of  the  year  witnessed  the  com- 
pletion of  the  standardization  of  the  South  Manchuria  Railway, 
mcluding  the  installation  of  new  rolling  stock,  which  'has  greatly 
increased  the  road's  carrying  capacity.  Under  the  narrow-gauge 
regime  the  line's  daily  carrying  capacity  was  about  2,000  tons, 
whereas  at  the  present  time,  witn  its  standard  gauge,  new^merican 
rolling  stock,  and  improvement  in  its  freight  service,  the  capacity  is 
more  than  6,000  tons.  Similar  improvement  has  been  made  in  the 
passenger  service.  Semiweekly  through  train  service  between  Dalny 
and  Kuanchengtzu  (Changchim)  has  been  inaugurated.  These 
trains  are  thoroughly  modem  in  every  respect,  the  cars  and  locomo- 
tives being  of  the  latest  designs  of  American  make.  Each  train  is 
composed  of  a  mail  car,  a  Pullman  sleeper,  a  diner,  and  a  combination 
day  coach  and  baggage  car.  In  addition  to  these  improvements  the 
South  Manchuria  Railway  Company  has  established  a  weekly  steam- 
ship service  between  Dalny  and  Shanghai,  which  shortens  the  time  of 
travel  between  the  latter  city  and  Manchuria  by  two  to  five  days,  and 
will  also  bring  about  a  reduction  of  freight  rates.  The  company  is 
already  issuing  through  bills  of  lading  l^tween  Shanghai  and  Man- 
churian  points. 

During  the  year  negotiations  have  been  in  progress  for  the  building 
of  new  railway  lines,  notably  a  line  of  some  80  miles  from  Kuan- 
chengtzu (Changchun),  on  the  main  line  of  the  South  Manchuria 
Railway,  to  the  city  of  Kirin,  and  for  a  Une  from  Hsinmintun,  on  the 
main  line  of  the  Chinese  Imperial  Railway,  to  Fakumen,  a  distance  of 
about  40  miles.  The  latter  is  to  be  a  Chinese  Une,  but  according  to 
the  terms  of  an  agreement  with  Japan  the  Chinese  Government  must 
borrow  from  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  Company  one-half  of  the 
capital  required  to  construct  the  road.  It  is  also  stipulated  that  the 
heads  of  departments  in  the  new  road's  management  snail  be  Japanese, 
whose  appointment  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  manage- 
ment of  the  South  Manchuria  company.  Tne  amount  of  the  loan 
from  the  railway  company  is  to  be  $1,069,700  for  constructing^ the 
new  line  and  8159,360  for  the  repair  and  reconstruction  of  the  Hsin- 
mintim-Mukden  line,  a  total  of  f  1,229,060.     Negotiations  are  still  in 
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E regress  between  the  governments  concerned,  but  apparently  little 
eadway  is  being  made.  It  is  highly  regrettable  from  a  commercial 
and  development  point  of  view  that  there  should  be  any  obstacle 
offered  to  tne  building  of  this  line.  The  vast  fertile  plains  of  Man- 
churia and  Mongolia  tributarv  to  the  city  of  Fakumen  are  demanding 
that  the  railway  be  built  without  further  delay,  and  furnish  an  outlet 
for  the  products  of  the  farms  of  the  region  arid  an  inlet  for  manu- 
factured articles  for  which  the  inhabitants  must  pay,  owing  to  the 
great  cost  of  transportation  at  present,  all  but  prohibitive  prices. 

As  showing  the  relative  importance  of  the  various  trade  routes  of 
this  region,  the  total  amount  of  freight  carried  by  the  Chinese  Imperial 
Railway  during  the  year  ended  August  31, 1908,  from  Newchang  and 
points  on  the  line  southwest  of  Koupangtzu  to  Hsinmintim  was 
54,324  tons,  and  from  Hsinmintim  to  the  places  named  109,506  tons, 
a  total  of  163,830  tons.  The  freight  oetween  Hsinmintun  and 
Fakumen  amoimted  to  55,830  tons.  The  traffic  between  Fakumen 
and  Tiehling  (the  latter  being  across  the  Liao  River,  35  miles  distant, 
and  on  the  main  line  of  the  South  Manchuria  Railway)  during  the 
same  period  amounted  to  28,050  tons.  These  figures  refer  omy  to 
freight  hauled  by  the  railways  and  by  no  means  account  for  the  total 
traffic  between  the  cities  of  Fakumen  and  Hsinmintim.  Owing  to  the 
relatively  high  freight  rates  charged  by  the  railways  in  comparison 
with  the  cartage  charges,  large  quantities  of  beans  and  bean  cake, 
kaoliang  and  millet  are  brought  to  the  seaboard  by  carts  in  winter 
and  by  junks  in  summer.  Fakumen  is  the  commercial  center  of  the 
country  to  the  northeast  as  far  as  Petuna  on  the  Sungari  River,  as 
well  as  of  the  coimtry  to  the  north  and  of  the  fertile  regions  of  Mongolia 
to  the  west. 

NEW  PORT  PROJECTED FREIGHT  RATES. 

As  an  adjimct  of  the  projected  railway  from  Hsinmintim  to 
Fakumen  the  Chinese  Government  contemplates  the  founding  of  a 
new  seaport  at  Hulatao,  in  the  Lienshan  district,  which  is  to  be  put 
into  direct  connection  with  the  Cliinese  Imperial  Railway  system. 
This  port,  when  opened,  will  afiford  an  ice-free  harbor,  and  being  60 
miles  nearer  to  Mukden  than  Dalny,  100  miles  nearer  Mukden  tnan 
Chinwangtao,  and  only  50  miles  from  Hsinmintun,  its  advantages 
over  either  Dalny  or  Chinwangtao  as  a  port  of  entry  and  clearance 
are  at  once  manifest.  The  new  port  is  to  be  under  the  exclusive 
control  of  the  Chinese  Government,  which  is  deemed  sufficient  justi- 
fication for  undertaking  the  project,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  at  present 
China  has  no  ice-free  harbor  on  the  Liaotung  Gulf. 

Although  the  vear  witnessed  the  readjustment  of  freight  tariffs  by 
the  South  Manchuria  Railway,,  the  rates  charged  at  present  are  con- 
sidered rather  excessive  and  undoubtedly  cause  the  railway  to  lose 
much  freight  which  it  could  handle  and  which  is  now  transported  by 
Chinese  carts.  This  statement  apphes  even  more  to  the  Russian  line 
from  Kuanchengtzu  to  Harbin  than  to  the  Japanese  road.     The  two 

Principal  shippers  of  foreign  goods  in  Manchuria,  the  Standard  Oil 
ompany  and  the  British- American  Tobacco  Company,  have  recently 
decided  that  for  short  hauls  of  25  to  75  miles  it  is  cheaper  and  better  to 
cart  their  goods  across  country  than  to  pay  the  freight  charges  asked 
by  the  railways,  and  both  kerosene  and  cigarettes  are  being  trans- 
ported from  KTuanchengtzu  to  Harbin,  a  distance  of  150  miles,  by  cart. 
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In  the  neighborhood  of  Mukden  (at  Tienlin^,  42  miles  away,  at 
Liaoyang,  40  miles  distant,  and  at  Fushun,  25  miles  distant)  there  are 
coal  deposits  of  great  abundance  and  excellent  quaUty,  some  of,  the 
coal  approaching  the  best  Pennsylvania  anthracite  in  grade.  Mulcden 
with  its  200,000  population,  consumes  during  the  long  and  severe 
winters  large  quantities  of  coal.  Most  of  the  family  coal  sold  here  is 
Fushim  coal,  from  the  railway  company's  own  collieries  which  are 
only  25  miles  distant  on  a  branch  line  of  the  South  Manchuria  Railway. 
This  brittle  and  inferior  coal  is  sold  at  $4.80  to  $6  United  States  gold 
per  ton.  Nor  can  coal  from  any  of  the  surrounding  mines  not  under 
the  railway's  control  successfully  compete  with  the  company's  output. 
The  result  is  that  whatever  coal  comes  into  Mukden  from  the  inde- 
pendent mines  comes  by  Chinese  cart,  and  prices  are  kept  up  for  the 
reason  that  transportation  over  long  distances  by  horse  carts  is  costly. 

china's  control  of  telegraph  lines. 

The  most  notable  event  of  the  year  in  connection  with  telegraphic 
communication  was  the  understanding  arrived  at  between  Japan  and 
China,  whereby  Japan  agreed  to  transfer  her  mihtary  telegraph  lines 
in  Manchuria  to  Cnina,  and  whereby  the  submarine  cable  connecting 
the  Kwangtung  peninsula  with  Chefoo  should  become  a  joint  under- 
taking between  the  two  governments.  In  consideration  of  this 
transfer  to  China  of  the  Japanese  land  lines,  China  agreed  to  pay  to 
Japan  a  lump  sum  of  money  ($25,000  United  States  currency)  and  to 
grant  the  Japanese  the  exclusive  right  to  operate  the  lines  connecting 
the  treaty  ports  of  Antung,  Newchang,  Liaoyang,  Mukden,  Tiehling, 
and  Kuancnengtzu  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years.  These  Unes  are,  how- 
ever, to  be  used  only  for  the  exchange  of  telegrams  from  or  to  the 
5 laces  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Japanese  telegraph  system, 
apan  also  undertakes  to  pay  to  the  Chinese  Government  a  small 
annual  royalty  on  all  messages  forwarded  over  the  Japanese- 
Manchurian  telegraph  lines.  The  length  of  land  lines  transferred 
under  this  agreement  aggregates  120  miles,  103  miles  of  which  were 
originally  built  by  China  but  which  were  seized  by  the  Japanese 
military  forces  during  the  late  war.  Under  the  new  arrangement  the 
Manchurian  terminal  of  the  submarine  cable  to  Chefoo  is  to  be  located 
at  Dalny  instead  of  at  Port  Arthur. 

During  1908  the  Chinese  Imperial  telegraph  system  extended  its 
lines  in  several  directions,  the  most  notable  extension  being  the  new 
line  connecting  Newchang  with  Antung  via  Haicheng,  Hsinyen,  Taku- 
shan,  and  Tatungkow.  Recently  this  system  reduced  its  schedule  of 
charges  throughout  China  proper  20  per  cent,  as  compared  with  former 
rates,  while  in  Manchuria  the  reduction  is  to  be  50  per  cent. 

AFFORESTATION   MEASURES — ^INTEREST   IN    EDUCATION. 

The  deforestation  of  Manchuria,  which  has  been  in  progress  for 
several  hundreds  of  years,  has  left  the  entire  country,  except  the 
mountainous  regions,  practically  denuded  of  forest  trees,  and  the 
demand  for  railway  and  mining  lumber  now  threatens  to  rob  even 
the  mountains  of  their  standing  timber.  To  compensate  in  some 
measure  for  the  country's  loss  in  this  respect,  the  Mukden  government 
is  attempting  to  encourage  the  growing  of  forest  trees  and  nas  engaged 
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the  services  of  a  foreign  forester  and  placed  at  his  disposal  a  tract  of 
700  acres  as  a  nursery  for  the  propagation  of  forest  trees  and  shrubs. 

The  past  year  has  witnessed  considerable  progress  in  educational 
matters  in  Fengtien  Province.  Many  new  schools  of  various  kinds 
have  been  established  and-  much  interest  is  manifested  in  the  subject 
of  education,  especially  in  the  ^'new  education'* — that  is,  education 
along  modern  Imes.  The  total  number  of  schools  in  the  province, 
exclusive  of  Mukden,  is  838,  employing  1,448  teachers  and  having 
enrolled  29,497  boys  and  126  girls.  The  cost  of  maintenance  for  the 
year  was  $310,500,  or  an  average  of  $10.49  per  student.  In  Mukden 
city  there  are  47  schools,  with  298  teachers  and  an  enrollment  of  3,773 
boys  and  351  girls,  the  cost  of  maintaining  which  for  the  year  was 
$186,300,  or  an  average  cost  per  pupil  of  $45.17.  However,  since  the 
province  has  a  population  of  some  10,000,000,  this  total  of  33,747 
pupils  in  its  schools  makes  the  average  rate  of  attendance  less  than 
one-half  of  1  per  cent.  Although  there  were  only  477  girl  students  last 
year,  the  subject  of  educating  the  girls  is  being  widely  and  favorably 
discussed,  and  many  more  scnools  will  be  established  for  them  in  the 
near  future. 

In  addition  to  the  schools  mentioned  there  is  in  the  city  of  Mukden 
a  school  of  law  devoted  exclusively  to  the  teaching  of  law,  both 
Chinese  and  foreign.  The  institution  is  well  housed  in  a  commodious 
two-story  brick  building  having  accommodations  for  450  students. 
The  present  enrollment  is  400,  with  a  corps  of  12  instructors,  of  whom 
4  are  Japanese  and  the  remainder  Chinese  who,  for  the  most  part, 
were  educated  in  Japan.  The  text-books  used  are  Chinese  trans- 
lations from  European  and  Japanese  works,  and  all  teaching  is  done 
in  the  Chinese  language.  The  school  is  maintained  at  the  Govern- 
ment's expense,  and  is  under  the  direct  supervision  of  government 
oflBcials. 

Manchuria's  population  increasing. 

There  has  been  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  population  of  southern 
Manchuria  during  1908,  consisting  mainly  of  Japanese  immigrants 
and  of  Chinese  agriculturists  from  the  central  rrovinces  of  China. 
As  far  as  the  larger  cities  of  Manchuria  are  concerned,  there  has  been 

Generally  but  little  change  in  the  population  one  way  or  the  other, 
lowever,  Fakumen's  population  increased  30  per  cent,  and  that  of 
Hsinmintun  10  per  cent,  out  Liaoyang  reports  a  decrease  of  approxi- 
mately 12  per  cent. 

The  population  of  the  principal  cities  of  southern  Manchuria  at  the 
close  ol  1908  is  given  in  the  following  table: 


city. 


Antung 

Dalny 

Newdiwang 

Liaoyang 

Mukden 

TiehUng 

Kuancbengtzu  (Changchun) 

KIrin 

Hsinmintun 

Fakumen 

Total 


Chinese. 


19,678 
17,661 
52,000 
35,000 

175,000 
28,600 
93,000 

125,000 
35,000 
24,000 


604,739 


48,895 


other. 


5,749 

35 

20,515 

45 

2,396 

142 

2,816 

5 

3,777 

90 

5,425 

4 

7,561 

15 

500 

5 

105 

6 

51 

3 

Total. 


25,462 
38,121 
54,538 
37,821 
178,867 
33,929 
100,576 
125,505 
35,111 
24,054 


353,984 
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The  net  increase  of  the  Japanese  population  in  Manchuria  for  the 
year  was  14,149,  of  whom  5,296  settled  in  the  leased  territory  and 
8,853  scattered  throughout  the  country,  mostly  along  the  line  of  the 
South  Manchuria  Raflwav.  A  conservative  estimate  of  the  number 
of  Chinese  immigrants  during  the  year  would  place  the  figure  at 
25,000,  the  majority  of  the  newcomers  being  of  the  agricultural  class, 
who  have  come  to  Manchuria  to  find  permanent  homes  and  have 
settled  in  the  fertile  regions  surrounding  Fakumen  and  Chengchiatun. 
Should  the  plans  of  the  Government  for  the  settlement  of  waste  lands 
meet  with  success,  the  number  of  Chinese  arrivals  during  1909  will 
more  than  treble  that  for  1908. 

ANTUNG, 

By  Consul  Frederick  D.  Cloud. 

This  region  being  more  agricultural  than  mercantile  in  its  pursuits, 
the  wave  of  commercial  depression  which  proved  all  but  disastrous  to 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  North  China  during  the  past  eighteen 
months  has  not  seriously  affected  the  trade  of  Antimg.  The  various 
dealers  and  farmers  report  that  the  year  was  a  reasonably  profitable 
one,  but  complain  of  the  curtailment  of  the  consumer's  purchasing 
power  owing  to  general  business  stagnation  and  the  low  rate  of  silver 
exchange.  Ordmarily  this  low  rate  of  exchange  would  have  created 
a  healthy  foreign  market  for  the  soil  products  of  the  district,  such  as 
lumber,  beans,  silk,  etc..  but  because  of  widespread  commercial  de- 
pression prices  in  general  were  somewhat  low  and  profits  not  so  large 
as  was  anticipated. 

However,  outward  appearances  afford  indication  of  prosperity. 
The  Chinese  section  of  Antung  has  been  all  but  rebuilt  during  the 

?ear,  the  additions  and  alterations  being  substantial  and  permanent, 
'he  section  between  the  Chinese  town  and  the  Japanese  settlement 
now  has  a  system  of  regularly  laid-out  streets,  some  of  which  connect, 
by  bridges  and  cuttings  through  the  Japanese  dike,  with  the  main 
roads  ofthe  settlement. 

YALU   VALLEY  TIMBER   MONOPOLY. 

The  year  also  witnessed  the  inauguration  of  the  Sino-Japanese  Yalu 
Timber  Company,  the  establishment  of  which  was  first  provided  for 
in  the  Komura  Agreement,  signed  at  Peking  in  1905,  and  made  the 
subject  of  two  suteequent  agreements.  These  conventions  provided 
for  the  formation  of  an  international  joint-stock  company  for  the 
exploitation  of  timber  in  the  Yalu  River  valley,  with  a  capital  of 
$3,000,000.  to  be  suppUed  in  equal  proportions  by  the  Chinese  and 
Japanese  Uovernments,  also  that  after  one  vear's  time  stock  shares 
are  to  be  issued  and  sold  to  Japanese  and  Chinese  investors  in  equal 
proportions  in  order  that  the  concern  may  be  owned  privately,  and 
thus  reUeve  the  two  Governments  of  the  burden  of  management.  The 
company  is  to  carry  on  its  operations  in  a  strip  of  temtoiy  20  miles 
wide,  along  that  part  of  the  Yalu  River  between  Maoershan  and  what 
is  known  as  the  "^Twenty-fourth  Valley,''  near  the  headwaters  of  the 
stream. 

The  companj;  is  empowered  to  act  as  sole  sellingagent  for  all  tim- 
ber felled  by  Chinese  either  in  this  region  or  in  the  Him  River  Valley, 
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which  in  practice  has  resulted  in  the  company  exercising  the  right  of 
compulsory  purchase  and  sale  of  all  timber  floated  down  the  Yalu  to 
Antung,  regardless  of  its  origin.  In  other  words,  the  new  company  is 
exercismg  a  complete  monopoly  in  the  disposition  of  all  the  timber  of 
the  Yaki  Valley,  thus  continuing  the  practice  of  the  Japanese  timber 
bureau  during  the  past  two  seasons  of  forcing  raftsmen  to  dispose  of 
their  timber  to  the  company  at  prices  fixed  by  the  company  itself. 
These  prices  have  been  better  than  those  paid  Dy  the  tinaber  bureau 
mentioned,  but  have  invariably  been  10  to  15  per  cent  less  than  the 
real  market  price  of  the  timber.  The  prosperity  of  the  entire  district 
depends  largely  upon  the  successful  marketing  of  the  Yalu's  splendid 
timber. 

DIRECT   RAIL  CONNECTION    BETWEEN   TOKYO   AND   PARIS. 

The  feature  of  Antung's  commercial  prosperity  that  gives  greatest 

{promise,  however,  is  the  assurance  that  reconstruction  of  the  railway 
rom  here  to  Mukden  will  be  immediately  imdertaken  and  pushed  to 
completion  without  delay.  This  entails  the  bridging  of  the  Yalu 
River  opposite  Antung  in  order  that  direct  connection  may  be  effected 
between  the  Japanese  railways  of  Korea  and  Manchuria.  When  this 
connection  is  established,  ToKyo  will  have,  with  the  exception  of  one 
short  ferry,  direct  rail  commimication  with  Paris.  The  $10,000,000 
loan  recently  floated  in  London  is  to  be  devoted  to  the  reconstruction 
of  the  Antung-Mukden  line,  the  final  surveys  for  which  are  now  being 
made. 

The  general  plans  sanctioned  by  the  management  of  the  South 
Manchuria  Railway  provide  for  a  northern  terminal  at  Suchiatun,  a 
station  on  the  mam  line  of  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  some  10 
miles  south  of  Mukden.  Suchiatun  is  aheady  the  junction  of  the 
branch  line  to  the  Fushim  coUieries,  having  the  necessary  yards  and 
transshipping  facihties.  By  making  Suchiatun  instead  of  Mukden 
the  terminal  of  the  line  the  company  wiU  obviate  the  necessity  of 
bridging  the  Hun  River  and  at  the  same  time  will  save  several  miles 
of  track.     The  new  route  will  not  otherwise  deviate  much  from  the 

I)resent  fine,  but  will  be  approximately  20  miles  shorter,  the  total 
ength  of  the  new  line  being  170  miles.  It  is  Kkewise  proposed,  in 
order  to  induce  passenger  traffic,  to  preserve  as  much  of  tne  scenic 
attractiveness  of  the  present  line  as  engineering  considerations  will 
permit.  The  railway  officials  promise  that  active  work  will  be  com- 
menced in  the  early  spring  and^that  the  conversion  of  the  line  will  be 
completed  within  three  years.  It  is  estimated  that  the  cost  of  recon- 
struction will  approximate  $49,800  per  mile. 

The  reconstruction  of  the  railway  and  the  building  of  the  Yalu 
bridge  will  incidentally  bring  considerable  money  into  Antung  and 
insure,  a  measure  of  prosperity. 

TRADE   OF  THE  PORT. 

While  the  total  trade  of  the  port  of  Antung  was  $4,311,791,  the  net 
commerce  for  the  year,  excluding  the  reexports  of  both  foreign  and 
domestic  goods,  was  $3,843,975.     In  1907  the  total  trade,  exclusive  of 
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reexports,  was  $4,059,488,  the  imports  from  foreign  countries  being 
$881,783  and  from  native  ports  $820,280,  while  the  exports  to  foreign 
countries  amounted  to  $390,745  and  to  native  ports  $966,680.  The 
following  statement  shows  the  origin  of  the  imports  and  exports  dur- 
ing 1908: 


Imports  and  exports. 

Value. 

Imports  and  exjwrts. 

Value. 

Imports  of  foreign  goods: 

From  foreign  countries 

1934,011 
834,121 

Exports  of  native  produce  of  local 
origin: 

Exported  to  foreign  countries 

Exported  to  Chinese  ports 

Total  exports  of  native  produce. 

Gross  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port — 
Net  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port,  i.  e., 
foreign  and  native  Imports  and  na- 
tive exports,  less  reexports 

From  Chinese  Dorts 

$440,966 

1,634,427 

TotAl  foreiim  ImDort^ 

1.768,132 

437,437 

5,276 

Reexported  to  foreign  countries . . . 

Reexported     to    Chinese    ports 

(clifcfly  Chefoo) 

2,075,392 

4,311,791 

442,713 

3,843,976 

Total  net  foreign  imports 

1,325,419 

Imnorts  of  native  nroduce 

468,267 

ReexiKHted  to  forel^i  countries. . . 
Reexported  to  Chinese  ports 

21,848 
3,255 

Total  native  reexports 

25,103 

Total  net  native  imports 

443. 164 

The  direct  imports  came  principally  from  Japan,  either  by  steamers 
which  anchor  on  the  Korean  side  of  the  river  just  below  Antung,  or 
by  the  Korean  railway  to  New  Wiju  across  the  river.  The  only 
exceptions  to  this  wortn  mentioning  were  34,000  barrels  of  flour  and 
166,666  pounds  of  sugar  from  Hongkong,  23,333  barrels  of  flour  from 
Seattle,  and  395,000  gallons  of  kerosene  from  Langkat.  All  coast- 
wise shipments  came  from  Chefoo. 

Of  the  reexports,  $201,204  represents  that  portion  of  Antunff's 
trade  in  foreign  goods  with  northern  Korea  whicn  passes  through  tne 
Chinese  customs.  There  is,  however,  a  very  considerable  traflSc  in 
smaller  quantities  by  both  sampan  and  sledge.  Dalny  took  $58,374 
worth  of  railway  materials,  cigarettes,  and  a  few  sundries,  while  in 
the  $176,985  worth  of  goods  returned  to  Japan  the  item  of  gray 
shirtings  amounted  to  $162,702. 

The  direct  imports  from  the  United  States,  including  Hawaii,  were 
valued  at  $89,173  in  1908.  The  year  witnessed  a  change  in  the  tide 
of  favor  in  which  Japanese  cotton  goods  are  held,  and  the  old  estab- 
lished trade  in  American  staples  is  gradually  regaining  its  former 
position. 

IMPORTS    BY   ARTICLES. 

Imports  of  charcoal  amounted  to  1,072,^00  pounds  in  1908,  with 
none  the  year  before.  There  were  notable  increases  in  many  items, 
although  purchases  of  rice  fell  from  2,846,266  pounds  in  1907  to  only 
258,533  pounds  in  1908,  and  imports  of  foreign  cigarettes  decreased 
to  7,755,000  in  number,  against  78,963,000  Tor  tne  previous  year. 
Imports  of  native  cigarettes,  however,  more  than  doubled.    The 
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quantities  of  the  principal  articles  imported  during  1907  and  1908 
are  shown  in  the  following  comparative  table: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Beer  and  porter. .  .value. . 

$12,915 

$10,067 

Flour: 

Candles pounds. . 

113,600 

55,733 

\        Foreign pounds.. 

17,693,600 

16,078,938 

Cement do 

439.466 
1,072,800 

NaUve do.... 

;  Indigo,  liquid do.... 

583,066 
116,066 

2,792,133 

Charcoal do... 



' 174; 400 

Coal tons.. 

3,025 

315 

,  Iron  and  steel,  manulao- 

Cotton,  and  manulactures 

turesof: 

of: 

Blooms    and     bars, 

Raw ,  natl  ve .  pounds . . 

246,400 

538,266 

pounds 

128,800 

Blankets pieces.. 

23,394 

71,714 

Galvanised  sheets  and 

Cambrics,  lawns,  and 

plates pounds.. 

37,066 

303,466 

muslins pieces.. 

2,568 

1,394 

Nails do.... 

245,186 

Chintzes    and    plain 
cotton  prints, 

Old do.... 

437,333 

Plates    and    sheets, 

pieces 

1,298 

2,631 

pn^ind^ 

94,800 

Cloths- 

Matches gross.. 

141,338 

233,223 

Chinese,  pounds.. 

135,466 

263,600 

Oil,  kerosene: 

Japanese.,  yards.. 

161,210 

87,076 

American.. .  .gallons. . 

498,010 

577,120 

Drills- 

10,035 

15,734 

Russian do 

Sumatra do.... 

17,300 
402,420 

American. pieces-. 

277,815 

English do.... 

1,490 

4,410 

Opium pounds. . 

5.333 

933 

Japanese ...  do 

2,765 

Pepper do 

80,000 

Flannels do 

1,708 

2,612 

Rice do.... 

2,846,266 

258,533 

Italians,   fast  black, 

Sake do.... 

915,066 

374,400 

pieces 

1,452 
20,546 

Silkjnanufactures  of: 
Pongee,  Shantung, 

Jeans ,  English  .pieces. . 

10,366 

Lastings — 

pounds 

1,066 

4,138 

Plain do.... 

6,641 

14,538 

Oflier    native   piece 

Figured.... do.... 

3,258 

3,246 

goods pounds.. 

10,000 

15,200 

Sheetings.gray  .plain- 

SuBur,  and  manufactures 

American,  pieces.. 
Chinese    (Shang- 

64,640 

66,211 

Brown pounds.. 

324.666 

440,660 

hai) pieces.. 

KnglMh,,,  do... 

560 

^      2,360 

Refined do.... 

2,368,133 

3,358,000 

2,816 

C^andy do 

166,800 

Japanese...  do.... 

3,764 

7,980 

Tea,  native: 

Shirting,  gray,  plain- 
American  .pieces. . 

Black do.... 

19,866 

140,933 

8,898 

Oreen do 

168,000 

73,783 

English do.... 

5,293 

13,111 

Tobacco: 

Japanese... do — 

35,640 

Prepared,  native, 

Shirting,  white,  plain 

pounds 

162,933 

206,138 

pieces. .'.T 

11,696 

25,013 

>        Cigarettes— 

Forelgn.number.. 

T-cloths  and  Turkey 

78.963,000 

7,755,000 

red  cottons,  .pieces. . 
Towels dozen. . 

2,2C8 

3,887 

Native.. pounds.. 

44,666 

116,400 

17,187 

33,293 

Umbrellas number. . 

40,846 

Woven   cotton,   col- 

Wood, soft  (Umber  and 

ored yards.. 

147,776 

98,195 

planks) sq.ft.. 

Woolen     bkmkets     and 

589, 4M 

Yam- 

Chinese    (Shang- 

rugs  pounds.. 

25,905 

35,875 

hai)...  pounds.. 

English do 

Indian do.... 

167.666 

158.400 

17,200 

13,200 

20,266 

26,400 

Japanese... do.... 

181,086 

257,600 

■^ 

FALL   IN   PRICE   OF   BEANS. 


The  commercial  prosperity  of  Antung  will  long  continue  to  depend 
upon  its  exports  or  native  products.  The  staple  articles  of  export 
are  timber,  beans,  and  silk,  in  all  of  which  there  has  been  encour- 
aging development  during  the  year.  Of  the  total  direct  exports 
Dalny  took  $14,283,  practically  all  timber^  $15,904  went  to  Korea, 
over  one-third  of  which  was  cargo  in  transit  to  Japan,  and  $409,860 
represented  direct  shipments  to  Japan. 

Beans  were  the  most  disappointing  of  the  staples  during  the  vear. 
Many  middlemen,  especially  Japanese,  through  winter  purcnases 
following  upon  a  year  of  good  values  and  preceding  the  disastrous 
fall  of  prices  which  occurred  in  the  spring,  lost  heavily.  The  average 
price  in  1908  was  lower  than  in  any  of  the  preceding  six  years.  The 
merchants'  guild  offers  in  explanation  the  Tacts  that,  owing  to  com- 
mercial depression  in  Japan,  the  Japanese  market  failed  to  meet 
expectations;  that  the  South  China  demand  was  greatly  lessened 
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through  disturbed  agricultural  conditions;  that  the  sudden  cessation 
of  poppy  cultivation  diverted  a  much  larger  area  of  land  to  bean 
culture,  greatly  increasing  the  supply  of  beans;  and  finalljr,  that  the 
facilities  afforded  by  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  in  bringing  the 
Liao  River  valley  and  the  north  countrv  into  easier  and  quicker 
reach  of  the  seaboard,  injected  a  keener  element  of  competition  into 
the  trade  than  Antung  nad  heretofore  known. 

SILK   INDUSTRY   GROWING. 

Although  timber  has  been  and  still  is  regarded  as  the  most 
important  article  of  Antung's  export  trade,  owmg  to  the  large  num- 
ber of  men  engaged  in  cuttmg,  rafting,  and  marketing,  wild  silk  may 
gain  the  lead  if  development  continues  through  the  coining  years  as 
is  now  promised.  In  1907  the  exports  of  raw  silk  and  cocoons  from 
this  port  amounted  to  473,333  pounds  and  11,060,400  pounds, 
respectively,  while  in  1908  the  exports  of  raw  silk  were  1,086,400 
pounds,  and  of  cocoons  12,866,800  pounds.  The  total  value  of  the 
silk  crop  of  1908  was  approximately  $1,552,500,  yet  this  figure  is  said 
by  the  silk  merchants  to  afford  an  erroneous  idea  of  profits  because 
or  the  poor  prices  received.  The  farmers  are  reputed  to  have  Realized 
very  httle  profit.  In  some  instances,  in  fact,  they  are  said  to  have 
sustained  actual  losses.  The  prices  in  1907  for  cocoons  ranged  from 
52  to  72  cents  per  thousand,  while  during  1908  they  were  50  to  56 
cents  per  thousand.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note,  however,  that  this 
industry  is  rapidly  expanding,  and  as  the  forests  are  cleared  away 
still  greater  areas  will  oe  devoted  to  agriculture. 

TIMBER  PRICES — PRODUCTION  OF  OPIUM. 

Official  fimires  give  the  total  number  of  rafts  for  the  year,  from 
both  the  YfiJu  and  Hun  rivers,  as  5,040,  valued  at  $2,373,500.  Prices 
continued  low,  owing  to  the  sluggishness  of  the  Tientsin  market.  The 
widening  of  the  general  market  for  Yalu  timber,  however,  together 
with  the  general  advance  in  lumber  prices  throughout  the  world,  gives 
promise  of  increasing  activity  and  prosperity  in  the  timber  trade,  if 
the  arrangement  between  the  new  Yalu  Timber  Company  and  the 
lumbermen  and  wood  hongs  proves  successful.  Unfortunately  the 
immediate  outlook  is  not  very  tright,  the  number  of  cutters  and  rafts- 
men having  been  reduced  to  less  than  one-third  that  of  an  average 
year. 

It  is  inadvisable,  with  the  meager  and  unreliable  information  ob- 
tainable, to  give  a  numerical  estimate  of  the  proportion  of  arable  land 
devoted  to  poppy  cultivation.  It  can  be  stated,  however,  that  in  all 
the  districts  of  the  Yalu  Valley  save  one  there  is  but  a  very  small  per- 
centage of  the  land  thus  employed  at  the  present  time.  Formerly 
from  20  to  30  per  cent  of  all  the  tillable  lana  is  said  to  have  been  de- 
voted to  the  poppy.  A  resident  missionary  reports  that  in  one  magis- 
tracy there  were  in  1907  approximately  3,000  acres  imder  poppy  ciuti- 
vation,  whereas  in  1908  he  could  not  discover  a  single  acre  thus 
employed.  It  appears  that  the  measures  taken  by  the  Chinese  offi- 
cials for  the  restriction  of  poppy  culture  and  the  opium  habit  have 
already  produced  sufficiently  encouraging  results  to  afford,  in  this 
part  of  China  at  least,  a  very  promising  earnest  of  what  the  future 
will  bring. 
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EDUCATION — POPULATION — REVENUES. 

During  the  past  year  a  Chinese  normal  school  was  established  on 
one  of  the  hills  back  of  the  town.  The  buildings  are  new  and 
commodious,  and  the  school  opened  with  30  students.  There  is  also 
a  public  elementary  school  with  an  enrollment  of  143  boys. 

In  June  the  Chinese  Imperial  Telegraphs  brought  Antung  into  con- 
nection with  its  service  by  extendmg  a  Une  from  Newchwang  via 
Haicheng,  Hsinyen,  Takushan^  and  Tatungkou.  Toward  the  close 
of  the  year  the  Antung  Electnc  Light  Company,  a  joint-stock  com- 
pany in  which  Chinese  are  said  to  hold  a  few  shares,  "began  operating 
its  plant  in  the  Japanese  settlement  for  lighting  purposes. 

The  revenues  collected  at  Antung  during  1908  amounted  to  $91,586, 
from  which  should  be  deducted  38  drawbacks  marked  for  cash  pay- 
ment, aggregating  $1,630. 

DAIiNY. 

By  Consul  Rooer  S.  Greene. 

The  condition  of  business  in  Dalny  during  1908  can  not  be  called 
wholly  satisfactory.  The  import  trade,  in  which  the  United  States  is 
chiefly  interested,  was  very  dull,  and  almost  all  the  firms  here  felt  the 
pressure  of  hard  times.  A  number  of  Japanese  business  houses  closed 
their  local  branches  or  liauidated  entirely,  while  others  were  obliged 
to  reorganize.  Toward  tne  end  of  the  year,  however,  the  slight  im- 
provement in  the  silver  market,  the  success  of  the  bean  crop,  and  the 
consequent  activity  in  exports  caused  a  more  hopeful  view  to  be  taken 
of  the  situation.  There  seems  to  be  good  groimd  to  hope  for  a  steady 
growth  of  business,  when  it  is  considered  that  in  spite  of  the  hard 
times  the  population  increased  20  per  cent,  and  that  while  imports 
showed  only  a  slight  gain  exports  mcreased  60  |>er  cent  and  direct 
exports  to  Europe  were  mad!e  for  the  first  time.  Bank  loans  and 
deposits  doubled,  the  value  of  buildings  for  which  permits  were  issued 
was  nearly  twice  as  much  as  in  1907,  salt  production  in  the  province 
and  the  fish  catch  also  nearly  doubled,  and  a  flourishing  bean-oil  and 
bean-cake  industry  at  Dalny  practically  had  its  beginning  in  1908. 

More  encouraging  still  is  the  growth  of  Chinese  business  here.  The 
value  of  trade  between  Dalny  and  other  Chinese  ports  in  1908  was 
twice  the  amount  in  1907,  and  Chinese  investments  in  real  estate, 
judged  by  the  building  permits  issued,  were  four  times  what  they 
were  in  1907.  The  numoer  of  small  Chinese  merchants  coming  here 
to  sell  their  produce  is  growing  rapidly,  and,  while  they  do  not  yet 
buy  much  in  the  province,  that  will  probably  come  later.  At  present 
there  are  almost  no  stocks  of  the  principal  staples  kept  in  Dalnv.  As 
the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  city  depends  mainly  on  the  Chinese, 
signs  of  their  increaing  interest  in  tnis  section  seem  significant,  espe- 
cially as  they  come  in  a  time  of  commercial  depression.  However 
much  the  Chinese  may  work  to  develop  other  ports,  the  best  cus- 
tomers for  their  Mancnurian  products  are  the  Japanese  merchants, 
and  the  best  market  for  their  oeans  will  be,  as  here,  where  there  are 
many  Japanese.  If  to  these  facts  are  added  the  natural  advantages 
possessed  by  this  city  with  its  ice-free  harbor,  its  fine  wharves,  and 
excellent  railway  coimections,  there  is  surely  ground  to  predict  a  great 
future  for  Dalny. 
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AVAILABLE   STATISTICS   NOT  ACCURATE. 

Statistics  of  trade  at  Dalny  are  not  yet  sufficiently  acciirate  to  show 
the  exact  value  of  imports  and  exports,  and  as  the  custom-house  has 
been  established  but  a  year  and  a  half  only  a  rough  comparison  with 
previous  years  is  possible.  The  customs  returns  for  1908  place  the 
direct  imports  from  foreign  countries  into  the  Dalny  (Dairen)  cus- 
toms district  at  $11,569,109,  and  the  exports  of  goods  of  domestic 
origin  at  $4,934,094^  making  the  total  value  of  the  mrect  foreign  trade 
$16,503,203,  exclusive  of  reexports  of  foreign- goods,  which  came  to 
$201,845.  If  to  these  figures  is  added  the  value  of  the  coasting  trade 
bj^  steamers  and  junks  with  other  ports  of  China,  $23,854,256  is  ob- 
tained as  the  total  value  of  the  foreign  and  domestic  sea-borne  trade 
of  Dalny.  The  following  table  from  the  Imperial  Chinese  maritime 
customs  returns,  which  does  not  include  foreign  goods  imported  from 
(Mnese  ports,  shows  the  distribution  of  this  foreign  trade: 


Country. 


United  States 

Qermany 

Hongkong 

Japan,  including  Fonnosa. 

Korea 

Russia,  Asiatic 

Singapore,  etc 

United  Kingdom 

Total 


Imports  of 
foreitm 
goods. 


$3,762,653 

42,884 

24,722 

6.824,440 

619,087 

25,820 

269 

269,234 


11,569,109 


Exi>orts 
and  reex- 
ports of  n^ 
live  goods. 


$119,000 

4,574,057 

1,209 


Total. 


$3,762,653 

42,884 

143,722 

U,  398, 497 

620,296 

25,820 


239,828  509,062 


4,934,094     16,508,203 


Reex- 
ports of 
foreig 


$210 


177,484 

34,110 

33 


301,845 


CHINESE   AND   JAPANESE   FIGURES   VARY. 

For  the  purposes  of  comparison  with  1907  it  is  necessary  to  use  the 
figures  published  by  the  Japanese  local  government,  which  are  sujh 
posed  to  refer  only  to  the  port  of  Dalny  (Dairen),  whereas  the  Chinese 
customs  statistics  include  the  whole  district — Port  Arthur  and  the 
various  junk  stations — causing  many  apparent  discrepancies;  and 
the  figures  vary  further  because  the  Japanese  include  among  the 
exports  the  narrow-gauge  roUing  stock  sent  back  to  Japan  by  the 
railway  company,  and  because  in  turning  into  yen  the  taels  in  which 
the  customs  entries  are  stated  the  Japanese  use  an  arbitrary  rate 
which  is  very  high.  The  Japanese  figures  of  the  imports  and  exports 
in  1907  and  1908,  converted  into  United  States  currency,  are  as 
follows: 


Country. 


Japan 

China 

Korea 

Europe  and  America, 

Total 


Imports. 


1907. 


18, 134, 034 

1,089,516 

536,335 

4,186,068 


1908. 


$8,429,393 

2,031,346 

678, 718 

4,538,366 


13,945.953  I  15,677,823 


Exports. 


1907. 


$4,689,224 

2,584,636 

11,341 


1908. 


$11,589,192 

5,756,227 

17,628 

401 


7.285.201  i    17.363.448 
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According  to  the  Japanese  figures  there  was  an  increase  of  over  12 
per  cent  in  imports  and  of  about  63  per  cent  in  exports,  even  exclud- 
ing the  reexports  of  foreign  goods  amounting  to  $5,448,085. 


IMPORTS   BY  ARTICLES. 


Chinese  customs  returns  for  the  Dairen  district  show  a  wide  variety 
in  the  articles  imported.  The  following  table  giving  the  chief  items 
brought  into  the  Kwangtimg  Province  by  way  of  Damy,  from  foreign 
countries,  in  1908: 


Asbestos 

Baes  of  all  Idnds 

BuUding  materials 

Buttons 

Candles 

Carpets 

Carnages,  bicycles,  etc 

Cement 

Charcoal • 

Chemicals  and  medicines: 

Chemicals 

Medicines 

Clocks  and  watches 

Clothing: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Haberdashery 

Hats,  caps,  etc 

Hosiery 

Coal 

Coke 

Corks 

Cotton,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Blankets 

Cambrics,  lawns,  and  muslins. 

Cloths,  Japanese 

Covers,  bed  and  table 

Drills- 
English 

Japanese 

Flannel,  Japanese 

Handkerchief,  Japanese 

Sheeting,  gray,  Japanese 

Shirting,  way— 

American 

English 

Japanese 

Shirting,  dyed 

Tcloths,  Japanese 

Thread -. 

Towels,  Japanese 

Yam- 
Indian 

Japanese 

Other 

Earthen  and  china  ware 

Electrical  material 

Fans 

Fish: 

Beche  de  mer 

Other 

Flour 

Fruits,  dried 

QlasB.  manufEkctures  of: 

window 

Glass  and  glassware 

Hides  and  skins 

Ink,  printing  and  lithographing.. 
Instruments  and  apparatus: 

Medical  and  siu^ical 

Musical 

Scales  and  balances 

Sdentlflc 

Telegraphic,  and  materials . . . 


$4,509 

73,658 

158,616 

1,071 

37,164 

1,380 

27,463 

197,788 

105,549 

7,092 
54,480 
16,744 

15,918 
15,313 
187,415 
32,775 
81,534 
1,413 
2,736 

28,090 

2,203 

3,148 

111,422 

7,006 

1,309 
29,257 
17,067 

1,143 
65,343 

2,322 

15,164 

290,035 

1,879 

4,987 
33,660 

3,694 

2,195 
40,734 
65,734 
38,234 
181,172 

3,590 

1,874 
119,094 
367,327 
33,185 

2,447 
49,313 

2,092 
25,850 

10,395 
5,430 
6,301 
3,742 

71,861 


Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Anchors,  anvils,  chains,  and  forg- 
Ings 

Bars 

Castings,  rough 

Cutlery 

Galvanized  sheets 

Hardware 

Hoops,  etc 

Machinery- 
Sewing  and  knitting 

Other 

Nails  and  rivets 

Pigs  and  kentledge 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Railway  plant  and  materials 

Safes,  etc 

Sheets  and  plates 

Stoves  and  laxates 

Wh-e  and  wire  rope 

Other 

Lamps  and  lamp  ware 

Launches,  boats,  and  lighters 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of 

Matches  and  match-making  materials. 

Mats  of  aU  kinds 

Metals,  and  manufactures  of: 

Brass  and  yellow  metals 

Copper- 
Bars,  rods,  sheets,  etc 

Inrots,  slabs,  and  ore 

Other 

Lead,  pigs,  bars,  sheets,  etc 

Tin  slabs  and  tinned  plates 

Zinc 

Other 

Mushrooms 

Oils: 

Engine 

Kerosene- 
American 

Russian 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of: 

Books  and  charts 

Paper 

Stationery 

Photographic  materials 

Provldons: 

Butter  and  cheese 

Confectionery 

Macaroni  and  vermicelli 

Milk,  condensed 

Rice 

Seaweed  and  agar-agar 

Silk,  manufactures  oL 

Soap 

Spirits,  wines,  etc.: 

Beer  and  porter 

Spirits 

Wines 

Stores: 

Household 

Marine  and  engineers' 

Sugar 


$7,963 

37,924 

7,584 

2,248 

196,590 

212,635 

2,344 

7,924 

586,497 

24,698 

1,965 

134,768 

3,895,874 

7.957 
34,723 
11,654 
16,606 
12,751 
13,188 

6,565 

9,949 
30,941 
37,971 

2,909 

9,214 
16,065 

3.727 

16,278 

732 

19,985 

6,694 

3,056 

19,356 

4,971 

25,806 

44,655 

122,234 

43,582 

6,858 

736 

1,314 

2,882 

12,397 

666,330 

3,070 

39,631 

30,252 

161,048 

6,(09 

379,684 

450,226 
33,955 
76,666 
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Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

T*ft,  Formosa ...,,,...  ^ 

$12,624 

2,650 
1,675 

23,034 
230,936 

2,061 
34,791 
1,688 
4,164 
20,131 

Wood,  and  manufEWitures  of: 

Casks,  empty 

Textiles,  n.  e.  s.: 

$2,825 
108,567 
381,102 

Oilcloth 

Furniture  and  furniture  material  . 
TirnhAf,  hard  and  soft 

O  ther 

Tobacco: 

Other 

382,365 

Leaf 

Wool,  manufactures  of: 

Blankets  and  rugs 

Clears  and  dearettes 

12,558 
3,250 

Toilet  preparations: 

Perfumery 

FaU  IVnd  f^]%  phflfttMTig 

i           FlontiAl,  .  ,      ,  , 7 

3,700 

Other..... 

other..' 

20,668 
169,620 

Toys 

All  other  articles 

^mbrellfls  Jananese 

1 

i            Total 

11,569,100 

1 

In  addition  to  imports  entered  at  the  custom-house  at  Dalny,  a 
considerable  amoimt  of  traffic  passed  through  the  various  junk  sta- 
tions of  the  district,  and  while  me  value  of  these  imports^  by  articles, 
can  not  be  obtained,  some  idea  of  the  volume  of  this  busmess  in  1908 
may  be  gained  from  the  following  table,  which  shows  the  quantities 
of  the  prmcipal  articles  imported: 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Animals  (live  stock) number. . 

Brooms,  straw  and  bamboo do. . . . 

Building  materials value.. 

Coal * tons.. 

Cotton ,  raw pounds . . 

Earthenware: 

Bricks  and  tiles number. . 

Pottery pounds. . 

Eggs,  fresh number.. 

Ffrecnickers pounds . . 

Fish: 

Dried pounds.. 

Fresh. do.... 

Fruits  and  vegetables: 

Dates,  red. pounds.. 

Garlic r.do.... 

1,837 
16,725 
$6,688 

3,209 
50,133 

4,433,227 
240,400 

6,343,408 
143,600 

398.133 
986,000 
$2,177 

166,133 
73,200 

Fruits  and  vegetables— Continued. 

other value.. 

Groundnuts pounds. . 

Hides,  cow do 

Joss  sticks do 

Mats,  straw number. . 

Paper: 

Joss pounds. . 

other do.... 

Rice do.... 

Samshu do.... 

Sauce,  bean do 

Shoes,  Chinese pairs. . 

Tobacco pounds . . 

Wood: 

Firewood do.... 

Timber,  various value. . 

$20,297 
52,133 
15,733 
32,000 

122,230 

8,133 
417,200 
2,740,800 
1.35,467 
213,200 
14,427 
163,333 

7,193,333 
$60,781 

JAPAN   HOLDS   FIBST  PLACE. 

First  place  in  the  import  trade  of  Dalny  is  held  by  goods  from 
Japan,  which  were  valued  by  the  customs  last  year  at  $6,824,440, 
but  wnich  Japanese  figures  place  at  $8,429,393.  This  total  is  made 
up  of  a  large  variety  of  articles,  from  lumber  and  railway  material  to 
notions,  and  a  great  part  simply  represents  the  supplies  of  food, 
clothing,  furniture,  etc.,  drawn  from  Japan  by  Japanese  residents  in 
Manchuria  for  their  own  use.  Of  the  staple  goods  for  the  Chinese 
market,  the  most  important  are  cotton  goods  and  cigarettes.  About 
4  per  cent  of  the  imports  from  Japan  are  goods  received  in  Japan 
from  other  coimtries.     The  imports  from  Japan  during  1908,  by  arti- 
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cles,  were  as  follows,  according  to  the  Japanese  Imperial  customs 
returns: 


Articles. 


Beer 

Cement,  Portland 

Charcoal 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  medicines: 

Prepared  medicines 

other 

Cigarettes 

Clothing,  European 

Coal  and  coke 

Comestibles 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Flannels 

Imitation  nankeens 

Mixtures 

Shirtings  and  sheetings 

Underwear 

Yam 

other 

Fruits,  nuts,  and  vegetables 

Glass,  manufactures  of 

Instruments,  scientific 

Isinglass,  vegetable,  seaweed,  etc. 

Hats,  caps,  and  bonnets 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Machinery- 
Printing,  and  parts 

Other 

Railway  sleepers 

other 


Value. 


1157, 8«2 
295.  a39 
144,320 

22,598 

9,411 

324,270 

73,435 
105,684 

72,634 

14,540 
39,904 
61,706 
552,260 
34,247 
74,437 
349,187 
129,372 
29,477 
46,331 
94,107 
31,649 


17,709 
373,718 

64.391 
295,413 


Articles. 


Lamps  and  parts 

Matches 

Metals,  and  manufactures  of: 

Copper- 
Ingots  and  slabs 

Wire 

Other 

Mineral  water 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of: 

Books  and  journals 

Letter  paper  and  stationery 

Other 

Porcelain  and  earthenware 

Sake 

Soap 

Socks  and  stockings 

Sugar,  refined,  and  rock  candy. 

Tea 

Toilet  articles 

Vessels,  steam  and  sailing 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Timber,  boards  and  planks. 

Other 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Reimports 

Grand  total 


Vahie. 


$13,816 
39,324 


29,277 

25,070 

903 

10,474 

36,612 
11,190 

121,950 
89,560 

474,600 
29,101 
13,600 
77,775 
25,978 
26,187 

110,750 

040,147 

100,530 

t,  738, 361 


8,429,303 
351,461 


8,780,864 


UNITED   STATES    RANKS    SECOND    IN    IMPORTS. 

The  United  States  is  second  in  the  import  list,  with  $3,762,653, 
according  to  customs  figures,  or  about  32  per  cent.  This  was  almost 
entirely  trade  with  the  Japanese  in  Manchuria,  and  was  made  up 
mamly  of  supplies  for  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  Company.  The 
figure  seems  to  be  too  small,  as  the  value  of  railway  supplies 
ordered  in  America  and  received  during  1907  and  1908  was  approxi- 
mately $10,409,000,  of  which  much  less  than  half  came  in  during  1907. 
The  explanation  may  be  that  entries  of  duty-free  goods  for  the  rail- 
wav  or  for  general  consumption  in  the  leased  territory  are  less  care- 
fully prepared,  as  to  details,  by  the  consignees.  The  American  staple 
articles  destined  for  the  Chinese  market  in  Manchuria  do  not  yet  come 
through  this  port  in  large  quantities,  and  those  that  do  come  by  this 
route  are  almost  entirely  from  Shanghai  or  Chefoo.  This  applies  to 
cotton  goods,  kerosene,  and  cigarettes,  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  to 
flour.  Now  that  the  first  orders  for  railway  supplies  have  been  filled, 
it  seems  likely  that  direct  trade  between  the  tjnited  States  and  the 
port  of  Dalny  will  dwindle  very  rapidly,  for  this  port  is  off  the  route 
of  the  regular  liners  and  ships  will  not  call  here  imless  considerable 
cargo  offers;  but  as  the  American  goods  which  the  Chinese  want  can 
now  very  easily  be  shipped  up  from  Shanghai,  this  is  not  quite  so 
serious  as  it  might  seem. 

The  third  place  among  countries  shipping  direct  to  this  port  is  held 
by  Korea,  imports  from  which  amounted  to  $619,087  according  to 
Chinese  figures,  or  about  5  per  cent,  almost  all  of  this  being  rice. 
The  greater  part  of  the  rice  sold  here  is  from  Korea,  and  as  it  is  both 
good  and  cheap  it  finds  a  ready  market.     The  business  is  in  the  hands 
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of  Japanese  firms  established  in  Korea,  which  maintain  branches  in 
Dahiy.  The  United  Kingdom  comes  fourth,  imports  from  that  coun- 
try oeinff  valued  at  $269,234,  mostly  machinery  and  other  metal 
goods.  To  Germany  is  credited  $42,884  for  similar  articles;  to  Rus- 
sia, $25,820  representing  kerosene;  and  to  Hongkong,  $24,722.  The 
foreign  goods  brought  in  from  Chinese  ports  were  valued  at  $1 ,133,214, 
but  it  IS  impossible  to  determine  what  proportion  of  this  amount 
should  be  assigned  to  each  of  the  various  countries  of  origin.  The 
domestic  goo<&  brought  in  from  Chinese  ports  were  valued  at 
$1,310,622. 

RAILWAY   MATERIALS    NEEDED. 

The  rails,  locomotives,  bridge  work,  and  most  of  the  cars  purchased 
on  the  first  orders  for  supplies  for  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  were 
bought  in  the  United  States  and  deliverv  was  completed  last  year. 
Of  the  new  purchases  under  this  head,tne  most  important  were  an 
order  placed  in  Russia  for  some  6,600  tons  of  steel  rails  worth  about 
$250,000,  a  new  electric-power  outfit  costing  $135,000,  ordered  in  the 
United  States;  rails,  cars,  and  trucks  for  tne  Dalny  street  railway, 
ordered  in  Germany  and  England  and  costing  approximately  $277,000; 
and  a  gas-generating  plant  and  distributing  pipes,  purchased  in  Ger- 
many and  Great  Bntain,  respectively.  About  $300,000  was  appro- 
priated for  this  plant  and  equipment.  Many  of  these  articles  have 
not  yet  been  delivered  and  business  in  this  line  of  goods  is  not  ended. 
Inquiries  have  been  sent  by  the  railway  company  to  selected  manu- 
facturers in  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  and  Germanv  for  bids 
on  200  to  300  coal  cars,  and  as  the  specifications  are  based  on  plans 
drawn  by  an  American  builder,  the  manufacturers  of  the  United 
States  should  have  an  advantage  in  competition.  Moreover,  the  new 
•line  for  the  Antung-Mukden  raflway  is  now  being  surveyed  and  orders 
for  rails  and  bridge  work  must  be  placed  before  long.  The  natural 
development  of  the  road  will  probably  result  in  small  orders  for  such 
supplies  every  year,  even  after  this  first  work  is  completed.  Imports 
of  railway  materials  from  Japan  during  1908  were  valued  at  $780,740, 
the  largest  items  being  sleepers  and  freight  cars. 

manchurla's  trade  in  cotton  goods. 

Dalny  itself  is  not  a  market  for  cotton  goods,  except  in  a  retail 
sense,  but  large  quantities  of  cotton  manufactures  are  forwarded  from 
this  point  into  the  interior.  Local  dealers  engaged  in  forwarding 
these  cotton  goods  report  that  on  account  of  tne  depression  in  the 
bean  market  m  1907  farmers  did  not  realize  on  their  crops  as  quickly 
and  as  profitably  as  had  been  hoped,  and  consequently  their  pur- 
chasing power  was  reduced.  Moreover,  the  continued  depreciation 
of  silver  discouraged  importers  from  placing  orders.  It  is  said  that 
the  Japanese  cotton  goods  syndicate,  which  had  previously  allowed 
its  agents  considerable  freedom  to  reduce  prices  in  order  to  introduce 
its  goods,  began  to  feel  that  the  loss  thus  incurred  was  too  heavy,  and 
consequently  insisted  that  prices  be  raised.  This  naturally  had  some 
effect  on  the  sales  of  Japanese  cottons.  .  In  the  Chinese  retail  stores 
here  the  shirtings,  sheetings,  and  drills  are  almost  all  of  American 
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origin,  with  some  English  goods  in  the  finer  grades.  In  cotton  flan- 
nels and  narrow  cotton  clotn,  the  Japanese  makes  seem  to  be  popular 
on  account  of  their  cheapness,  while  in  prints  Russian  goods  pre- 
dominate. 

The  statistics  of  direct  trade  with  foreign  countries  show  the  imports 
from  Japan  of  plain  gray  shirtings,  sheetings,  drills,  and  T  cloths, 
which  are  the  most  important  items  in  the  Chinese  cotton-goods  trade, 
to  have  amounted  to  218,899  pieces,  while  English  goods  of  the  same 
nature  amounted  to  only  6,027  pieces,  and  the  Amencan  to  960  pieces. 
A  little  over  three-fourths  of  tne  Japanese  imports  referred  to  come 
under  the  head  of  gray  shirtings. 

American  shirtings,  sheetings,  drills,  jeans,  and  cotton  flannels 
brought  in  through  Chinese  ports  amounted  to  80,270  pieces,  of  which 
74,281  were  sheetings;  while  English  goods,  of  which  over  two-thirds 
were  jeans,  amounted  to  14,360  pieces.  From  Chefoo  and  Shanghai 
came  also  6,906  pieces  of  various  Japanese  cottons  of  the  classes  that 
compete  with  foreign  goods.  The  total  value  of  Japanese  goods  of 
this  kind  brought  in  from  both  foreign  and  Chinese  ports  was  $420,210; 
of  American  goods,  $210,330;  and  of  English,  $49,400.  From  Japan 
come  also  considerable  c[uantities  of  narrow  cotton  goods,  towels, 
underwear,  etc.  According  to  the  customs  returns,  the  cotton  goods 
forwarded  to  the  interior  were  valued  at  $789,922,  and  included 
228,640  pieces  of  Japanese  gray  shirtings,  sheetings,  drills,  and  T 
cloths;  66^44  pieces  of  American  goods  of  the  same  kmds,  and 
11,275  of  English  manufacture.  In  the  American  and  English  lists 
are  included  also  jeans,  which  are  not  imported  from  Japan. 

OUTLOOK   FOR   AMERICAN   COTTON   GOODS   MORE   HOPEFUL. 

Comparison  with  1907  is  difficult.  The  total  value  of  imports  of 
cotton  goods  at  Dalny  is  reported  in  the  Japanese  local  statistics  for 
1908  as  $1,313,377,  against  $1,485,531  in  1907,  a  slight  faUing  off 
compared  with  even  tnat  unfavorable  year;  but  if  the  customs  re- 
turns of  goods  forwarded  to  the  interior  in  the  second  half  of  1907 
are  taken  as  a  basis  of  comparison,  it  is  found  that  the  American 
goods  shipped  in  1908  divided  by  two  show  an  increase  of  about  300 
per  cent  over  the  half  year  of  1907.  Merchants  also  seem  to  regard 
the  outlook  for  Amencan  goods  as  distinctly  more  hopeful  now, 
especially  with  the  success  of  the  bean  crop  and  the  consequent 
increase  of  the  purchasing  power  of  the  people.  It  seems,  however, 
that  it  will  be  difficult  to  do  a  large  business  unless  American  mer- 
chants can  bring  their  goods  to  the  market  in  the  interior  and  either 
take  native  products  in  exchange  or  enter  into  some  arrangement  with 
an  export  house  to  buy  their  bills.  Considerable  loss  is  involved  in 
making  remittances  through  the  banks,  as  there  is  not  yet  sufficient 
competition  to  keep  the  rates  down,  and  the  state  of  the  currency 
makes  banking  expensive. 

Cotton  yam  imported  from  foreign  and  Chinese  ports  amounted  to 
only  1,076,000  pounds,  of  which  602,400  poimds  were  Indian  yam, 
471,600  pounds  Japanese,  and  the  remaining  2,000  English.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Japanese  statistics,  this  business  showed  a  fair  increase 
compared  witn  the  previous  year,  but  even  now  it  amounts  to  but 
$133,879  in  value,  as  reported  by  the  Chinese  customs,  though  the 
Japanese  local  report  places  it  at  $245,671. 
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The  weekly  sailings  now  maintained  between  Shanghai  and  Dalny 
undoubtedly  have  a  favorable  eflfect  on  aU  cotton-goods  trade,  and  it 
is  interesting  to  note  that  a  Russian  merchant  buying  Chinese  raw 
cotton,  whicn  on  account  of  the  European  tariff  *can  be  profitably 
imported  into  Russia  only  hy  wav  of  the  Siberian  railroad,  finds  it 
more  advantageous  to  ship  via  Damy  and  Changchim  than  via  Vladi- 
vostok, thougn  sending  by  this  route  involves  an  additional  trans- 
shipment at  Changchim.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  such  a 
long  haul  can  be  profitably  made,  for  the  total  freight  comes  to  nearly 
$50  per  ton,  but  the  special  kind  of  cotton  obtained  in  certain  parts 
of  China  seems  to  be  in  demand  in  Russia. 

AMERICAN   FLOUR   IMPORTS   DECREASE. 

The  flour  business  was  much  depressed  during  1908,  partly  on 
account  of  the  exchange  and  partly  on  account  of  the  abundant  crops 
in  Manchuria  and  the  consequent  cheapness  of  native  food  products. 
A  few  direct  shipments,  amounting  to  about  241,000  bags,  were 
received  from  America  early  in  the  year,  but  two  of  the  large  Japanese 
buyers  were  obliged  to  dispose  of  their  holdings  and  most  of  this  flour 
was  bought  up  by  other  dealers  iix  order  to  save  the  market,  with  the 
result  that  the  average  price  of  American  flour  during  1908  was  $1.04 
per  quarter  sack.  Some  flour  from  the  Japanese  mill  at  Tiehling  was 
Drought  down  during  the  year,  and  was  offered  at  prices  about  2  J 
cents  less  per  bag  than  the  American,  but  this  difference  in  price  was 
not  enougn  to  make  up  for  the  difference  in  gualitv  with  the  Chinese 
buyers,  in  October  the  market  for  Amencan  flour  improved  on 
account  of  the  rise  of  silver  exchange,  but  one  of  the  principal  dealers 
complains  that,  though  there  is  some  demand,  he  can  not  order  in 
sufficient  quantities  to  secure  a  direct  steamer.     As  a  result,  about 


127^000  bags  of  American  flour  were  shipped  to  Dalny  from  Japan 
durmg  the  year,  and  about  80,000  from  Shanghai  and  Chefoo.  Ac- 
cording to  the  customs  statistics,  the  shipments  of  American  flour 
from  foreign  countries  during  1908  were  valued  at  $367,327,  and  from 
Chinese  ports  at  $80,086,  or  $447,413  in  all.  whereas  in  1907  the 
Japanese  figures  gave  $715,240  as  tne  total  value  of  flour  imports. 


AMERICAN  KEROSENE  POPULAR. 


Kerosene  imports  fell  off  about  30  per  cent  compared  with  1907, 
but  this  was  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  early  in  1907  large  shipments 
were  made  to  the  interior  through  Dalny  on  account  of  there  being  no 
customs  duties  collected  at  this  port  until  July  of  that  year.  In 
general,  the  condition  of  the  business,  which  is  still  merely  local,  was 
not  bad.  About  88,600  cases  of  American  oil  were  received  during 
the  year,  of  which  4,100  were  from  foreign  countries  (probably  Japan), 
while  84,500  were  from  Cheefoo  and  Shanghai;  and,  according  to  the 
customs,  14,745  cases  were  sent  into  the  interior  from  Dalny.  Official 
sources  give  the  amount  of  Sumatra  oil  imported  as  only  7,000  cases, 
all  coming  from  Shanghai.  The  actual  quantity,  however,  was 
20,500  cases.  In  1908  the  average  price  of  American  kerosene  of 
the  grade  known  as  *' brilliant ''  was  $1.04  per  case.  Russian  oil  is 
commonly  quoted  about  14  cents  per  case  lower,  the  second  American 
grade  about  7  cents  below  the  Kussian,  and  the  better  grade  of 
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Sumatra  is  about  7  cents  cheaper  than  the  second  grade  of  the  Ameri- 
can oil.     American  oil  continues  to  be  the  most  popular. 

Neither  the  American  nor  the  Russian  company  is  prepared  to 
import  on  a  large  scale,  and  can  not  be  ready  to  do  so  much  before 
next  year.  The  American  company  has  completed  its  agreements 
with  the  Government  and  the  railway  company,  and  wul  shortly 
begin  work  on  its  plant.  The  Sumatra  oil  interests  are  making 
Newchwang  their  importing  point  and  are  preparing  here  for  merely 
the  local  business.  Nothii^  more  is  heard  of  the  proposed  Japanese 
refinery  for  which  land  was  granted  two  years  ago,  and  it  is  doubtful 
if  the  capitalists  interested  will  even  build  a  storage  plant  in  the 
near  future,  as  there  seems  Uttle  chance  of  profit  in  view  of  the  com- 
petition already  existing.  With  the  American  and  Russian  com- 
Eanies  making  their  heaoquarters  here,  however,  Dalny  will  no  doubt 
e  the  principal  oil  depot  for  Manchuria.  It  is  likely  that  a  profit- 
able junk  trade  in  kerosene  will  grow  up  when  the  bulk  plants  are 
completed. 

IMPORTS   OF   OREGON   PINE. 

During  1908,  2,500,000  feet  of  Oregon  pine  were  imported  by  a 
Japanese  firm,  principally  on  orders  from  the  railway  company  and 
local  dealers.  The  lumber  was  in  logs  from  20  to  72  feet  long  (lengths 
from  22  to  55  feet  predominating)  and  varied  in  size  from  1  foot  to 
2  feet  2  inches  in  tne  cross  section,  the  greater  part  being  about  1 
foot  8  inches.  According  to  local  contractors,  this  is  the  best  way  of 
importing  at  present,  as  the  sizes  of  lumber  used  here  vary  so 
greatly  that  it  is  cheaper  for  builders  to  buy  the  lo^s  and  saw  them  up 
to  meet  their  own  requirements.  This  pine  was  sold  to  dealers  in  large 
quantities  at  $32.37  per  1,000  superficial  feet,  while  retail  lots  sold  for 
about  $40.  The  customs  statistics  place  the  imports  of  soft  wood 
from  foreign  countries  at  23,920,746  superficial  feet.  Besides  the 
imports  from  America,  which  were  not  all  credited  in  the  custoips 
returns,  Korea  suppUed  1,072,645  superficial  feet,  and  the  balance  of 
the  foreign  soft-wood  imports  came  from  Japan.  From  Chinese  ports 
(Chefoo,  Antui^,  and  Tientsin])  came  54,209  superficial  feet.  The 
Japanese  and  Yalu  pine  of  medium  quaUty  sold  m  1907  and  at  the 
beginning  of  1908  for  about  $27.50  per  1,000  feet,  but  the  price  fell  to 
$17.50  toward  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  most  of  the  lumber 
merchants  suffered  serious  loss  on  this  account.     Hard  woods  im- 

Sorted  from  abroad  amounted  to  19,285  cubic  feet,  all  being  from 
apan. 

HARDWARE CIGARS   AND   CIGARETTES. 

Russian  builders'  hardware  continues  popular,  as  almost  anything 
required  can  easily  be  bought  in  Harbin.  Two  or  three  American 
safesmen  have  been  here,  and  there  has  been  considerable  interest  in 
their  goods,  but  few  sales,  because  of  the  difficult  terms  and  the  length 
of  time  required  to  fill  orders.  K  American  goods  could  be  obtained 
quickly,  their  substitution  would  often  be  approved,  but  there  is 
usually  no  time  to  order  from  America.  It  is  obviously  impossible 
for  American  manufacturers  to  keep  stocks  in  every  place  as  small 
as  Dalny  is  now,  but  if  a  good  supply  of  the  principal  articles,  such  as 
hinges,  bolts,  latches,  and  locks  comd  be  kept  at  a  central  point  like 
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Shanghai,  and  this  fact  made  known  to  the  trade  throughout  this 
section,  the  result  would  doubtless  be  satisfactory.  Hardware 
imported  from  foreign  countries  in  1908  was  valued  at  $212,635. 

The  imports  of  cigars  and  cigarettes  increased  about  160  per  cent 
during  1908.  The  British- American  cigarettes,  of  which  the  cheapest 
brands  are  now  practically  Chinese  manufactures,  are  still  competing 
with  the  products  of  the  Japanese  monopoly  bureau  and  the  Russian 
cigarettes,  and  there  are  seen  also  various  Chinese,  Phihppine,  and 
Turkish  brands.  Manila  cigars  are  sold  everywhere,  and  as  they  are 
not  subject  to  any  taxation  whatever  the  business  is  likely  to  increase. 
European  cigars  are  sold,  but  in  small  quantities  compared  with  the 
Manila  cigars.  Japanese  local  statistics  placed  the  value  of  cigars  and 
cigarettes  imported  in  1908  at  $650,733,  this  figure  including  those  of 
the  coasting  trade,  while  statistics  published  in  Japan  give  the  exports 
of  Japanese  cigarettes  to  this  district  during  the  twelve  months  ending 
October  31,  1908,  as  412,675,000,  valued  at  $324,270. 

INCREASE   IN    EXPORTS. 

The  most  notable  feature  of  the  year's  trade  was  the  extraordinary 
increase  in  exports,  particularly  during  the  season  beginning  with  the 
fall  of  1908.  The  value  of  the  principal  native  articles  shipped  to 
foreign  countries,  according  to  Cmnese  figures,  is  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing table: 


Articles. 


Value. 


Articles. 


Value. 


B«ans 

$1,807,034  1 
10,765  I 

Silk  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw,  wild 

Bones 

$36,633 

4,185 

590 

Coal 

14,170  i 
3,836  i 
2,658 
2,032  i 
1,548 

20,313 
2,950,998 
4,488  1 

25,719 
4,ei7 

ShA'^tunt'  Donc'ee 

Fish  and  fishery  products 

Other  piece  goods 

Furs r.T .  . 

Skins  and  nides,  undressed: 

Cow  and  buffalo 

Hair 

1,160 

4,109 

195 

Medicines 

Horse,  etc 

on,  vegetable 

Other 

Oilcake,  bean 

Tallow,  beef 

1,778 

Provisions  and  vegetables 

All  other  articles 

28,267 

Seeds: 

Sesame 

Total 

4,934,004 

Other 

I 

The  quantity  of  the  principal  articles  exported  through  the  various 
junk  stations  during  1908  is  shown  in  the  rollowing  table: 


Articles. 


Animals: 

Mules number . 

other do... 

Beans pounds . 

Bones do. . . 

Clothing do . . . 

Coal tons. 

Earthenware: 

Bricks  and  tiles number. 

Pottery pounds. 

Egra,  fresh number. 

Dried- 
Shrimps pounds. 

Other do... 

Fresh '. do . . . 

Fishery  products value. 


Quantity. 


6,494 

W)l 

1,798,933 

13,333 

65,733 

1,143 

75,830 
144,133 
699,650 


18,000 

248,933 

35,067 


Articles. 


Fruits  and  vegetables,  fresh value. 

Grain: 

Kaoliang pounds. 

Maize do... 

MiUet do... 

Mats,  straw number. 

Oil,  bean pounds. 

Oil  cake,  bean do. . . 

Samshu do. . . 

Silk,  cocoon,  wild do. . . 

Wood: 

Firewood do. . . 

Timber,  various value. 


Quantity. 


$3,679 

30,689,333 

19,570.133 

7,629,467 

110,637 

2,204,533 

15,871,467 

697,333 

1,024,800 

1,073,867 
$10,135 
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EXPORTS  OP  BEANS  AND  BEAN  CAKE. 

The  value  of  goods  sent  to  foreign  and  Chinese  ports  from  Dahiy 
m  1908,  exclusive  of  reexports,  was  over  60  per  cent  greater  than  in 
1907,  in  spite  of  the  fact  tnat  the  price  of  beans,  the  principal  stajde, 
fell  from  about  $2.05  United  States  currency  in  1907  to  an  average 
of  about  95  cents  per  picul  (133  J  pounds)  in  November  and  December 
of  1908.     The  average  price  for  tne  whole  year,  however,  was  $1,326 

Eer  picul,  and  for  bean  cake  about  54^  cents  per  cake  of  61 J  pounds, 
^urmg  the  December  quarter  of  1908  the  quantity  of  beans  and 
bean  cake  exported  was  more  than  twice  that  for  the  corresponding 
period  of  1907,  and  during  the  month  of  January,  1909,  the  amount 
brought  down  by  train  was  three  times  the  amount  for  January, 

1907,  The  total  exports  for  1908  of  beans  and  bean  cake  amounted 
to  417,516  tons,  against  295,681  tons  the  previous  year.  Though 
many  merchants  still  buy  in  the  interior,  a  flourishing  bean  exchange 
has  grown  up  at  Dalny  during  the  year,  where  large  stocks  can  be 
purcnased. 

A  very  important  result  of  the  abundant  bean  crop,  the  improved 
transportation,  and  the  low  price  of  beans  has  been  the  beginning  of 
a  direct  export  business  from  Dalny  to  Europe.     Before  the  close  of 

1908,  13,000  tons  had  been  shipped  to  England,  and  since  January  1, 

1909,  three  more  large  cargoes  have  been  sent  to  Europe,  while  a 
number  of  Shanghai  and  London  merchants  have  sent  represent- 
atives here  to  buy  beans.  There  have  been  several  inquiries  for 
beans,  bean  cake,  and  bean  oil  from  the  United  States,  but  so  far  as 
can  be  learned  no  business  has  yet  resulted.  While  Manchurian 
beans  and  their  products  will  probably  compete  with  American 
agricultural  products  in  Europe,  it  seems  hopeless  to  expect  any 
great  increase  in  the  purchasing  power  of  Manchuria  unless  a  wider 
market  for  its  products  can  be  K)und  than  could  hitherto  be  secured ; 
and  with  the  increasing  prosperity  of  the  country  a  correspondingly 
greater  demand  should  arise  lor  the  American  staples,  which  already 
enjoy  such  a  good  reputation  among  the  Chinese. 

Bean  oil  exports  amounted  to  5,563,600  pounds,  of  which  all  but 
775,467  pounos  went  to  Chinese  ports,  the  average  price  of  the  oil 
being  a  little  less  than  $4.17  per  100  Chinese  kin  (116§  pounds). 

EXPORTS  OF  WILD  SILK  AND  COAL. 

Exports  of  raw  wild  silk  during  1908  are  valued  in  the  local  Jap- 
anese statistics  at  $1,777,421,  almost  six  times  as  much  as  in  1907. 
The  customs  give  the  direct  exports  to  foreign  countries  as  only 
$36,633,  the  greater  part  of  the  output  being  sent  to  Chefoo  and 
Shanghai.  A  considerable  quantity  oT  wild  silk  is  imported  into  the 
United  States,  and  there  seems  no  good  reason  whv  it  should  not  be 
shipped  directly  from  Dalny,  thus  saving  the  additional  handling 
ana  commissions  in  Chefoo  or  Shanghai. 

Coal  seems  destined  to  become  an  important  item  among  the  ex- 
ports, but  the  business  is  still  in  an  experimental  stage.  In  1908 
shipments  to  foreign  countries  amounted  to  4,686  long  tons.  Already 
the  South  Manchuria  Railway  Company  has  a  contract  for  furnishing 
coal  to  the  mail  steamers  of  the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaieha,  which  come 
here  twice  a  week  from  Osaka  and  Kobe.    The  price  has  not  been 
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made  public,  but  it  would  seem  to  be  not  far  from  $2.75  to  $3  per 
ton  delivered  on  board,  and  at  this  low  cost  it  is  said  to  be  quite 
satisfactory. 

With  the  exception  of  $239,828,  representing  the  customs  valua- 
tion of  beans  shipped  to  England,  and  $1,209  For  exports  to  Korea, 
the  entire  foreign  export  trade  of  Dalny  is  with  Japan,  the  total 
value  of  exports  to  that  country  being  $4,574,057.  Only  one  item 
was  declared  for  export  to  the  United  States  in  1908,  $148.45  worth 
of  household  and  personal  effects. 

CUSTOMS  REVENUE — BANKING. 

The  revenue  of  the  Dalny  customs  for  the  year  1908  amounted  to 
$359,496.  The  banking  business  of  the  port  of  Dalny  continues  to 
be  practically  in  the  hands  of  the  Yokohama  Specie  Bank.  A 
movement  was  started  to  secure  the  establishment  of  another  credit 
banking  concern,  which  could  assist  the  smaller  traders,  but  no 
definite  results  have  been  obtained. 

The  fluctuation  of  exchange  was  again  very  marked.  The  value 
of  the  silver  yen,  which  is  still  the  basis  of  the  Japanese  banking 
system  in  Manchuria,  varied  from  45.69  cents  United  States  cur- 
rency to  39.34  cents.  The  exchange  between  the  Japanese  silver 
notes  and  the  Chinese  small  silver  coins,  in  which  most  of  the 
Chinese  business  here  is  transacted,  also  fluctuated  to  an  extent  that 
seems  almost  incredible,  considering  that  they  represent  the  same 
metal.  There  is  a  great  demand  for  small  coin  while  the  crops  are 
being  moved  in  South  Manchuria,  the  ordinary  supply  of  currency 
being  apparently  quite  insufficient  at  such  times.  The  disastrous 
effects  of  the  double  fluctuation  may  be  imagined  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  an  article  costing  50  cents  United  States  currency  could 
be  purchased  here  for  $1.11  in  Chinese  small  coin  in  January,  but 
would  have  cost  $1.37  in  May.  In  addition,  the  Government  pro- 
claims from  time  to  time  its  own  rate  for  the  exchange  of  the  gold 
and  silver  yen,  which  differs  more  or  less  from  the  bank  rate,  and 
the  South  Manchuria  Railway  Company  has  a  rate  of  its  own. 

INCREASE    IN   SHIPPING — FREIGHT  RATES. 

The  shipping  of  the  port  showed  a  fair  increase,  the  arrivals  at 
Dalny  havmg  oeen  1,375  steamers  registering  1,147,287  net  tons, 
against  1,272  registering  957,963  tons  m  1907.  There  was  thus  an 
averSjge  of  3.7  steamers  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  3,143  net 
entering  the  port  daily.  Ordinary  sailing  vessels  arriving  numbered 
only  72,  with  a  total  of  3,348  tons  net  register,  all  being  Japanese. 
Shipping  registered  in  the  Port  Arthur  station  included  190  steamers 
of  66,312  net  tons,  and  6  sailing  vessels  of  657  tons.  Of  the  steam- 
ship tonnage,  about  80  per  cent  was  under  the  Japanese  and  about 
15  per  cent  under  the  British  flag.  No  American  ships  touched  at 
the  port,  but  25  steamers  arrived  from  the  United  States — 16  from 
New  York  with  supplies  for  the  railway  company,  6  from  Seattle, 
2  from.Tacoma,  ana  1  from  Portland,  the  cargo  of  the  last  three 
being  flour  and  lumber.  Until  the  bean  shipments  to  Europe  began, 
steamers  carrying  careo  outward  were  all  Dound  for  Asiatic  ports. 
The  Chinese  junk  traae  made  good  progress,  for  while  the  arrivals 
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reported  in  1907  were  only  1,088,  during  1908  there  entered  at  the 
harbor  oflBce  2,758  junks  of  36,879  tons. 

While  steamers  from  the  United  States  were  more  numerous  in 
1908  than  those  from  Great  Britam,  they  were  so  irregular  that 
merchants  could  not  count  on  them  very  far  in  advance;  and,  now 
that  most  of  the  railway  suppUes  have  been  deUvered,  steamers  from 
New  York  are  becoming  few  m  number,  while  the  depressed  condition 
of  the  flour  market  has  resulted  in  the  interruption  of  direct  con- 
nections with  the  Pacific  coast.  On  the  other  hand,  a  British  com- 
f)any  is  maintaining  a  fairly  regular  monthly  freight  service  to  DaJny 
rom  Liverpool. 

As  regards  freight  rates,  American  manufacturers  appear  to  have 
been,  thus  far  at  least,  on  an  equality  with  their  competitors  in 
Europe,  and  at  an  advantage  where  a  direct  steamer  could  be  secured. 
The  following  schedule  of  freight  rates  from  New  York  to  Dalny 
covers  the  more  important  items  of  cargo  between  the  two  countries: 


Articles. 

Rate. 

Articles. 

Rate. 

Agricultural  Implements ton. . 

Boilers  and  parts  when  shipped  sepa- 
rately  ton.. 

Bolts  and  nuts do 

Cast-iron  water  pipe do ... . 

Cotton  knit  imdierwear do 

17.896 

7.896 
6.075 
6.075 
6.681 

.625 
7.896 

Galvanized-iron  sheets ton. . 

General  merchandise do 

Hardware,  ordinary  builders' do. . . . 

Lubricating  oil do 

Machinery do 

Nails  in  k^pga 100  X>OUnds 

$6,075 
9.111 
9.111 
7.290 
9.720 
.250 

Cotton  piece  goods: 

In  bales 100  pounds. . 

Incases ton.. 

Steel  tubes , ton.. 

Wire,  plain 100  pounds.. 

6.075 
.250 

These  charges  are  the  same  as  those  to  Kobe  and  Yokohama.  On 
cargo  to  be  transshipped  at  the  former  port  an  additional  $3,645  per 
ton  is  collected  to  cover  the  transshipping  charges.  The  ton  is  either 
20  English  hundredweight  (2,240  pounds)  or  40  cubic  feet,  at  the 
steamer's  option,  except  where  otherwise  stated. 

CONNECTIONS   WITH   JAPAN   AND   CHINA. 

Sea  connections  with  Japan  are  excellent  as  far  as  freight  is  con- 
cerned, though  there  are  no  large  passenger  ships  caUing  here.  The 
Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  continues  its  regular  service  between  Osaka 
and  Kobe  and  this  port,  with  two  sailings  a  week,  for  which  it  receives 
a  subsidy  of  $69,720  per  annum;  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha,  under 
contract  with  the  Japanese  army  and  navy,  respectively,  has  operated 
fortnightly  services  from  Kobe  via  Ujina  to  Damy,  and  from  Nagasaki 
and  Sasebo  to  Dalny  and  Port  Arthur,  carrying  both  private  and 
government  freight  and  passengers;  and  half  a  dozen  lines  of  this  and 
other  companies  make  Dalny  either  their  terminus  or  a  port  of  call. 
In  addition,  there  are  Japanese  tramp  steamers  continually  entering 
and  departing. 

In  August,  1908,  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  Company  began  a 
weekly  freight  and  passenger  service  between  Dalny  and  Shanghai, 
and  while  little  business  offered  at  first,  both  the  number  of  passengers 
and  the  freight  tonnage  seem  to  be  steadily  increasing,  as  tne  railway 
company  is  making  special  efforts  to  develop  this  line  by  selling 
through  tickets  and  by  offering  through  bills  of  lading  to  interior 
stations  at  moderate  rates. 
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The  trade  to  south  China  ports  continues  in  the  hands  of  two 
leading  British  coasting  lines,  whose  business  has  greatly  increased  of 
late,  so  that  they  have  had  as  many  as  8  ships  m  port  at  one  time 
loading  caigo  or  waiting  for  berths,  and  one  of  tne  firms  has  decided  to 
open  an  office  in  Dalny. 

TELEGRAPH  RATES — RAILWAY  TRANSPORTATION. 

Improved  telegraph  service  will  result  in  1909  through  the  agree- 
ment between  Japan  and  China  in  regard  to  telegrams  in  Manchuria. 
The  rate  for  English  telegrams  from  Dalny  to  Shanghai  is  now 
reduced  from  24  to  18  cents  per  word,  while  the  rate  to  Chefoo  and 
Tientsin,  which  was  formerly  48  cents,  is  reduced  to  13^  and  11  cents, 
respectively.  Telegrams  to  Harbin  that  formerly  cost  36  cents  will 
now  cost  only  11  cents. 

Railwav  transportation  was  much  improved  during  1908,  owing  to 
the  introduction  of  new  American  rolUng  stock;  and  the  improvement 
in  the  freight  service  will  be  understood  when  it  is  considered  that 
while  in  1907  onlv  2,000  tons  could  be  brought  down  in  one  day/  by 
the  end  of  1908  from  5,000  to  5,700  short  tons  were  being  deUvered 
at  the  Dalny  wharf,  besides  from  300  to  600  tons  at  I^ewchwang. 
The  freight  received  at  the  Dalny  station  from  the  north  during  the 
year  amounted  in  all  to  791,784  tons,  as  compared  with  360,577  tons 
m  1907.  The  freight  shipped  north  fell  from  285,117  tons  in  1907  to 
241,025  tons  in  1908,  but  this  was  due  to  the  smaller  shipments  of 
material  for  the  use  of  the  railway  itself,  and  the  total  other  freight 
handled  showed  an  increase  of  about  60  per  cent. 

No  adequate  system  of  handling  such  a  volume  of  freight  has  yet 
been  developed,  however,  and  at  present  only  about  4,000  tons  can  be 
loaded  on  steamers  in  a  day,  though  during  December  about  4,078 
men  were  employed  daily.  Cargo  has  been  accumulating  at  the 
wharves  until  the  warehouses  can  accommodate  but  a  very  small  part 
of  it,  most  of  the  beans,  bean  cakes,  etc.,  being  piled  up  in  the  open 
air  over  a  wide  area.  On  December  31,  1908,  tne  total  quantity  of 
freight  at  the  wharves  was  79,027  tons.  As  Dalny  has  now  become  a 
regular  market  for  beans,  bean  cake,  and  the  other  agricultural 
products  of  South  Manchuria,  a  lai^e  part  of  the  goods  brought  here 
IS  not  yet  sold  to  the  exporters,  so  that  it  would  not  be  fair  to  say 
that  the  whole  of  this  amount  represents  delayed  shipments. 

OPENING  OF  PORT  ARTHUR  SUGGESTED. 

The  difficulty  of  handling  the  freight  with  the  present  facilities  at 
Dalny  has  caused  the  question  to  be  brought  up  of  the  advisability 
of  opening  Port  Arthur  also,  if  not  for  general  business  at  least  as  a 
coal  depot  and  junk  harbor.  At  present  Port  Arthur  is  nominally 
closed  to  merchant  shins,  both  Japanese  and  foreign,  although  Jap- 
anese steamers  can  ana  do  secure  special  Ucenses  to  enter  the  port. 
If  Port  Arthur  were  opened  to  regmar  trade,  and  put  on  the  same 
basis  as  Dalny  with  respect  to  freight  rates,  that  might  relieve  the 
situation;  but  there  is  no  reason  why  Dalny  alone  should  not  be  able 
to  handle  such  business  as  is  Ukely  to  come  to  it  in  the  near  future  if 
handled  properly,  for,  so  far  as  wharfing  accommodations  are  con- 
cerned, tnere  is  no  port  in  Japan  that  is  so  well  equipped.    Work  was 
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b^un  last  year  on  an  extension  that  will  add  904  feet  of  frontage  on 
one  side  and  637  feet  on  the  end  of  the  east  wharf^  with  20  to  30  feet 
of  water  alongside  at  the  lowest  tides.  The  estimated  cost  of  the 
extension  and  of  the  completion  of  the  breakwater  is  $3,000,000, 
including  necessary  dredging. 

PUBLIC   SCHOOLS   FOR  JAPANESE   AND  CHINESE. 

The  Japanese  Government  maintains  elementary  schools  for 
Japanese  children  in  Dalny,  Port  Arthur,  and  Eonchou.  In  May, 
1906,  there  were  only  131  children  in  the  two  Japanese  schools  then 
existing  at  Dalny  and  Port  Arthur.  At  the  end  of  1907  the  total 
number  at  all  three  schools  had  reached  1,207,  and  at  the  end  of  1908 
the  enrollment  was  1,925.  The  Government  has,  besides,  schools  for 
Chinese  children  at  six  places — Dalny,  Hsiaopingtao,  Port  Arthur, 
Sanchienpao,  Kinchou,  and  Pitzuwo.  The  enrollment  at  the  end  of 
1908  was  605,  but  this  was  a  decided  improvement  over  1907,  when 
the  number  reported  was  326.  One  of  tne  principal  reasons  for  the 
apparently  small  attendance  is  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  Chinese, 
especially  in  the  cities,  consists  of  men  wno  Keep  their  families  at 
home  in  Shantung  Province,  or  other  parts  of  China  proper.  At  the 
Chinese  schools  tuition  is  free,  but  at  the  Japanese  schools  a  fee  of 
15  to  20  cents  a  month  is  collected.  ^  Besides  the  government  institu- 
tions, which  are  under  Japanese  principals,  the  Chinese  maintain  a 
number  of  small  schools  or  their  own.  frequently  in  connection  with 
their  temples.  The  Government  is  planning  to  establish  a  technical 
school  at  r ort  Arthur,  also  a  girls'  high  school  and  a  normal  school  for 
Chinese,  but  as  yet  there  are  no  advanced  schools  in  the  district. 

The  population  of  Dalny  has  continued  to  show  a  healthy  increase, 
and  amounted  on  Decemoer  31^  1908,  to  38,121  persons,  20,515  or 
whom  were  Japanese,  the  remamder  being  Chinese  with  the  excej[)- 
tion  of  45  Europeans  and  Americans.  On  this  same  date  official 
figures  give  the  population  of  Kwangtung  Province  as  427,117,  a 

fain  of  21,431  over  the  preceding  year.  Of  this  number  29,773  were 
apanese,  397,259  Chinese,  and  85  foreigners. 
A  few  attempts  are  being  made  by  Japanese  to  engage  in  agricul- 
ture here,  particularly  in  rice  growing,  l)ut  on  a  very  small  scale, 
and  there  is  no  apparent  reason  to  oelieve  that,  considering  the 
inferior  soil  in  this  neighborhood  and  the  severe  competition  of  the 
Chinese  farmers,  the  Japanese  settler  will  be  able  to  make  enough 
of  a  success  to  induce  many  to  follow  his  example.  It  is  a  question 
whether  the  same  circumstances  will  not  be  a  check  to  Japanese 
colonization  farther  north,  for,  though  the  land  is  good  there,  the 
conditions  of  agriculture  are  very  different  from  those  in  Japan. 

BEAN  OIL  HILLS — SALT  WOBKS — ^FISHEBIES. 

Two  large  bean  oil  mills,  both  under  Japanese  management,  b^an 
operations  in  1908.  During  the  year  16  small  Chinese  mills  were 
constructed  in  the  Chinese  quarter  of  the  city,  bringing  the  total  of 
Chinese  and  Japanese  miUs  to  22.  It  is  reported  that  the  20  Chinese 
mills  produced  1,462,440  pounds  of  oil  and  14,949,387  pcmnds  of 
cake  Quring  the  year,  while  the  two  Japanese  miUs,  working  on  a 
large  scale,  produced  6,048,000  pounds  of  oil  and  61,824,000  poimdfi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ASIA:  CHINA.  507 

of  cake.  The  future  of  the  business  appears  to  be  promising,  and  there 
are  now  on  file  applications  from  3  Japanese  and  12  Chinese  firms 
for  land  on  which  to  erect  more  oil  mills.  The  total  building  opera- 
tions at  Daln^  in  1908,  inclusive  of  these  oil  mills,  caused  the  issuance 
of  622  permits  for  structures  having  an  aggregate  area  of  1,147,352 
square  feet  and  a  value  of  $1 ,336,843.  In  1907  there  were  391  permits 
for  buildings  aggregating  743,151  square  feet  in  area  and  $683,747 
in  value. 

Official  information  gives  the  number  of  Chinese  salt  works  in 
the  Province  in  1908  as  301,  and  the  total  area  of  their  salt  pans  as 
3,724  acres.  There  were  6  Japanese  works  with  salt  pans  having 
an  area  of  3,805  acres.  The  total  production  was  106,928,600  pounds 
of  salt,  almost  two-thirds  of  which  was  from  the  Chinese  works, 
the  output  in  both  cases  being  nearly  twice  that  of  the  previous  year. 

The  nsheiy  industry  was  another  which  made  good  progress  during 
the  year.  The  number  of  Japanese  fishermen  increased  from  3,188 
to  3,757,  and  the  Chinese  from  4,195  to  4,533;  while  the  quantity 
of  fish  taken  increased  from  13,747.766  pounds,  valued  at  $486,393, 
in  1907,  to  35,370,993  pounds,  valued  at  $995,610,  in  1908. 

The  new  cement  worli  are  now  nearly  finished,  and  it  is  expected 
that  they  will  begin  operations  in  May.  The  plant  is  understood  to 
have  a  capacity  of  150,000  barrels  a  year.  The  machinery  is  of  Ger- 
man manufacture,  and  has  been  set  up  imder  the  supervision  of  two 
experts  sent  out  from  Germany. 

PUBLIC   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Great  progress  was  made  in  the  improvement  of  the  city  of  Dalny 
during  1908,  continuing  the  work  be^n  in  previous  years.  Water 
mains  and  sewers  have  been  laid  in  the  center  of  the  town  and  the 

{)rincipal  streets  macadamized.  The  appropriations  for  these  purposes 
or  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31,  1909,  were  $100,000  for  water 
works,  $125,000  for  drainage,  and  $150,000  for  roads.  In  July 
there  was  opened  at  Dalny  the  Central  Laboratonr  of  the  Kwangtung 
government-general,  an  institution  which  performs  at  moderate 
charges  all  kinds  of  chemical  assays  and  bacteriological  and  physical 
examinations  and  tests.  At  present  the  laboratory  is  engaged  in 
various  researches  looking  toward  the  more  profitable  utilization 
of  the  principal  products  of  Manchuria,  such  as  Deans,  wild  silk,  and 
kaoUai:^,  a  species  of  millet. 

NEWCHWANG. 

By  Consul  Thomas  £.  Hbbnan. 

There  are  few  imdeveloped  countries  that  can  compare  with  Man- 
churia. It  is  more  easy  of  access  than  other  parts  of  China  and  has 
daily  improving  railway  communication.  Newchwang  is  the  oldest 
trading  port,  is  easily  accessible  by  land  or  sea,  and  is  the  center  from 
which  the  bulk  of  business  has  been  transacted.  The  total  value  of 
its  exports  in  1908  by  water  was  $13,177,403,  and  that  of  its  imports, 
both  native  and  foreign,  $14,508,343.  This  represents  a  total  trade 
of  nearly  $28,000,000,  and  indications  point  to  an  increase. 

The  fact  that  the  recent  crisis  in  the  north  spread  to  southern  Man- 
churia shows  cleiuiy  that  business  has  been  carried  on  without  due 
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regard  to  the  law  of  supply  and  demand.  The  result  was  disastrous, 
and  to  again  build  up  tne  trade  of  Manchuria  will  take  both  time  and 
money.  The  country  is  rich  in  natural  resources,  though  the  wealth 
does  not  lie  on  the  surface.  Manchuria  is  experiencing  the  reaction 
of  the  large  operations  that  occurred  during  the  late  war  between 
Japan  ana  Russia,  when  both  sides  spent  millions.  The  ending  of 
the  war  stopped  the  inflow  of  money,  and  the  country  is  gradually 
being  restored  to  its  former  and  natural  basis.  During  the  war  the 
money  spent  went  largely  to  dealers  in  provisions,  to  carters,  and  to 
coolies,  very  few  of  whom  were  natives  of  Manchuria,  and  the  money 
earned,  after  being  changed  into  sycee  or  silver  coins,  was  sent  to 
their  homes  in  Shantung  and  Chihli.  It  is  said  that  Japan  alone 
during  the  war  spent  $94,620,000  in  Manchuria,  and  had  $29,880,000 
of  war  notes  in  circulation.  How  much  Russia  spent  is  unknown, 
but  it  may  be  safely  judged  as  more  than  double  the  amount  spent  by 
Japan. 

FAILURES   OF   NATIVE    BANKS — RIVER  TRAFFIC. 

Business  in  American  goods  has  increased,  but  it  is  still  far  from 
the  level  it  should  reach.  A  serious  feature  in  the  trade  of  New- 
chwang,  and  of  Manchuria  generally,  is  the  condition  of  the  currency 
of  China.  Immense  quantities  of  dollars,  subsidiary  silver  coins,  and 
copper  cash  pieces  circulate,  and  all  at  a  large  discount.  In  Decem- 
ber three  native  banks,  all  under  the  same  ownership,  were  forced  to 
close  their  doors.  The  most  important  of  these  firms  had  been  estab- 
lished for  over  half  a  century,  and  two  years  ago  had  a  surplus  of 
$322,560,  which  was  used  in  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  two  branch 
firms  that  had  become  insolvent. 

After  ice  has  closed  the  river  to  navigation,  carts  are  employed  to 
bring  the  inland  produce  to  Newchwang,  but  this  is  stopped  when  the 
spring  thaw  sets  in.  Unless  there  have  been  heavy  enough  snows  to 
give  the  requisite  draft  of  water  in  the  upriver  reaches,  or  heavy- 
rains  in  the  spring,  the  use  of  river  boats  is  impossible.  It  is  believed 
that  this  condition  of  things  might  be  remedied  by  the  outlay  of  a 
Uttle  money  in  the  improvement  of  the  Liao,  and  it  is  only  by  prompt 
measures  in  this  direction  that  the  trade  of  Newchwang  can  be  re- 
tained. In  a  discussion  of  this  question  with  the  authorities  here  it 
was  stated  that  any  effort  to  improve  the  river  channel  at  the  neces- 
sary places  would  meet  with  great  resistance  from  the  farmers  living 
close  oy,  because  the  new  channel  which  the  river  has  broken  benefits 
these  people.  Time  seems  to  demonstrate  the  truth  of  this  state- 
ment. 

Apart  from  the  supplies  of  beans  brought  in  by  native  carts,  the 
miscellaneous  grains  imported  from  the  interior  since  the  beginning 
of  December  amount  to  16,400  tons,  or  nearly  twice  as  much  as  last 
winter's  supplies. 

TOTAL  TRADE   OF   PORT. 

The  net  value  of  the  trade  of  Newchwang  for  1908  was  $27,686,746, 
the  imports  being  $14,508,343  and  the  exports  $13,177,403.  The 
imports  of  goods  from  foreign  and  Chinese  ports  were  valued  at 
$14,668,288  and  the  reexports  were  $159,954,  making  the  net  imports 
$14,508,343.     In  comparison  with  1907  the  total  trade  showed  an 
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increase  of  about  $5,000,000,  but  a  decrease  of  about  $2,000,000  from 
that  of  1906. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  gross  imports  of  foreign 
goods  and  of  the  exports  of  native  goods  and  reexports  of  foreign 
goods  during  the  year,  by  countries,  not  including  foreign  goods  to 
the  value  of  $6,097,240  imported  from  Chinese  ports: 


Countries. 

Imports  of 
foreten 
goods. 

i; 
Exports    1 

eign  goods.  1 

Imports  of 
foreign 
goods. 

Exports 
and  reex- 
ports of  for- 
eign goods. 

United  States,  Including 

$760,174 

Hongkong 

$1,204,484 

1,831,942 

37,740 

877 

68,632 

11,450 

95,361 

99 

$435,775 

5,870,431 

3,520 

Hawaii 

$70  '  Japan,  including  Formosa. 
Korea 

Australia,  New  Zealand, 

etc 

3, 730  1   Phmpplne  Islands 

Austria-Hungary . 

5,711 
13,345 
14, 151 

1,061 
122,896 

7,138 
32,233 

I 

B^lgHjum. .                 

i2,544  '   Singapore 

67 

Brifiah  India 

1  1   United  Kingdom 

2,451 

Denmark 

All  other 

3 

Tlnt/^h  Tntiift 

Franc«» ...,.-      - 

m               Total 

4,207,214 

6,328,782 

QfTTn^my. . 

«2„ 

IMPORTS    BY   ARTICLES. 


The  value  of  the  direct  imports  of  foreign  goods  is  shown,  by 
articles,  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Bags  of  all  kinds 

Books  und  charts 

Breadstuffs: 

Flour 

Other 

Boots  and  shoes 

Building  materials 

Candles 

Carpets  and  carpeting 

Carriages,  bicycles  and  parts 

Cement 

Charcoal 

China  ware 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  medicines: 

Borax. 

Ginseng 

Qums 

.Medicines 

other 

Clocks  and  watches 

Clothing,  hats,  etc 

Coal.. 


Cotton,  and  manuftetures  of: 

Raw 

Blankets 

Cloth,  Japanese 

Drills,  Japanese 

Flannel 

Italians 

Lastings 

Shirtings- 
Japanese 

other 

T  cloth 

Thread 

Towels 

Velvet 

Velveteens 

Yarns- 
English 

Indian 

Japanese 

other 

Covers,  bed  and  table 

Electrical  materials 


Value. 


$67,345 
4,365 

394,642 

597 

1.567 

16.740 

79,995 

1,899 

2,449 

7,805 

3,963 

11,036 

1,019 
1,347 
5,830 
19.324 
2,587 
5,929 
10,201 
54.066 

16,33v' 
4,422 
34,474 
117,884 
4,030 
2,431 
5,818 

348.971 
1.469 
5,484 
14,616 
13,253 
1.905 
2,892 

43,142 
264,791 
303,641 
3,224 
3,166 
8,666 


Articles. 


Fruits  and  nuts: 

Fruits,  dried 

Nuts,  betel 

Glass,  manufactures  of 

Hides 

Instruments: 

Medical  and  surgical 

Other 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Galvanized 

Hardware 

Machinery  and  fittings 

Nails  and  rivets 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Rails 

Safes,  etc 

Stoves  and  grates 

Tinned  plates 

other 

Isinglass 

I/amns  and  lamp  ware 

Leather 

Matches 

Mats  of  all  kinds 

Metals,  and  manufactures  of: 

Lead,  pigs  and  bars 

Mercury 

Tto— 

Slabs 

FolL 

White  metal    and    German  sil- 
ver    

other 

Oils: 

Kerosene- 
American  

Sumatra 

other 

Paints,  pigments  and  dyes: 

Aniline 

Indigo,  artificial  and  vegetable . . . 

Vermilion 

Paints  and  paint  oil 

Other  dyes 

Other  pigments 


Value. 


$5,360 
4.387 
4.998 
1,780 

1,541 
181 

6,810 
16,770 
29,406 
5,091 

130,090 
2,615 
1,855 
4,516 
4,213 
7,290 
9,618 
9,118 
10,717 

140,154 
1,618 

3,783 
1,642 

8,171 
4,133 

1,271 
7.441 


451.210 

122,886 

457 

4,215 
8,394 
2,047 
6.004 
10,731 
1,382 
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Articles. 


Paper,  and  manufactures  of: 

Paper 

Stationery 

Photographic  materials 

Provldons: 

Milk,  condensed 

Other 

Rice 

Seaweed  and  agar-agar 

Aniseed,  star 

Cardamom 

Silk,  manufiactares  of 

Soap 

Spices: 

Cloves,  etc 

Pepper,  black 

Spirits,  wines,  and  malt  liquors: 

Beer,  porter,  etc 

Spirits 

wines 

Stores,  household 

Sugar,  and  manulactures  of: 

Cane 

Brown 


Value. 


$140,683  I 
4,146 
8,055 

1,267 

250 

25,400 

81,700 

9,292 
8,255 
11,820 
20,192 

4,001 
21,279 

13,388 

592 

29,293 

31,282 

! 
8,892  1 
202,605 


Articles. 


Sugar,  and  manufactures  of— Cont'd. 

White 

Refined 

Candy 

Tea 

Telegraphic  materials 

Tobacco: 

Leaf 

Cigarettes 

Cigars 

Toilet  requisites 

Umbrellas 

Water,  aerated  and  mineral 

Wood,  and  maniifttcturcs  of: 

Furniture  and  materials 

Timber- 
Hard 

Soft 

Wool,  manufactures  of: 

Blankets  and  rugs 

Other 

Parcels  post,  not  otherwise  classified . . 
All  other  items 


Value. 


$117,288 

185,723 

50,460 

2,592 

13,513 

335 
1,314 
1,294 
17,155 
1,647 
2,292 

3,416 

4,986 
90,597 

7,900 

1,754 

24,197 

83,189 


Total 4^207,214 


AMERICAN   PIECE   GOODS. 

Native  reports  give  the  quantity  of  standard  piece  goods,  covering 
American  sheetings,  drills,  and  jeans  imported  during  the  year,  as 
47,500  bales,  of  which  about  15,000  bales  are  still  stocked  in  the  port, 
awaiting  an  improvement  in  the  market  up  north.  Of  the  balance, 
it  is  stated  that  only  10,000  bales  actually  changed  hands  in  New- 
chwang  itself,  the  greater  portion  being  forwarded  to  the  interior  for 
sale. 

Most  of  these  cotton  goods  were  purchased  in  Shanghai,  much 
below  the  present  actual  cost  of  new  suppUes,  and  even  at  these  low 
prices  the  merchants  here  have  found  it  difficult  to  eflPect  sales  at  rea- 
sonable rates.  Local  prices  for  standard  3  J-yard  American  sheetings 
on  December  31,  1908.  ranged  from  $2.40  to  $2.60  per  piece  of  40 
yards,  and  for  standard  heavy  drills  from  $2.85  to  $3  per  piece  of  40 
yards,  less  the  customary  brokerage  and  commissions  cnarged  by 
native  dealers;  but  since  the  local  authorities  have  issued  proclama- 
tions ordering  the  aboUtion  of  the  present  system  of  transferring 
credits,  it  is  expected  that  the  market  will  have  a  better  tone  as  soon 
as  the  Chinese  can  do  their  business  on  a  hard-cash  basis. 

The  largest  imports  during  the  year  were  in  cotton  yams,  of  which 
50^000  bales  found  their  way  through  this  port,  the  present  stocks 
being  not  more  than  2,000  bales.  The  quantities  of  the  chief  cotton 
fabncs  and  cotton  yam  imported  during  1907  and  1908  were  as 
follows: 


Articles. 

1907. 

.    1«». 

Articles. 

1907. 

54,142 
42,979 

1908. 

Shhtiiigs,  gray: 

American pieces. . 

English do.... 

Japanese                 do. . . 

3,500 
32,332 

63,390 

67,263 

1,800 

515,603 

15,660 

151,400 

1H570 

1,840 

52,200 

Jeans: 

English do 

Yams: 

43,990 
124,996 

Sheetings: 

American do.... 

English do.... 

Japanese do.... 

Drills: 

American do.... 

English do.... 

J^Mmese do.... 

282,060 

3,620 

98,940 

130,540 
8,075 
0,200 

English tons.. 

Indian do 

jManese do.... 

Chbese do.... 

17 

.       3,430 

164 

90 

160 
4,455 
1,705 

206 
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IHPOBTS   OF  AMERICAN   FLOUB  AND  KEROSENE. 

The  total  imports  of  American  flour  for  1908  amounted  to  10,131 
tons,  valued  at  $394,642,  which  is  far  below  the  imports  of  1907,  when 
26,716  tons  were  entered.  This  was  lai^ely  due  to  the  wheat  yield 
in  Manchuria,  which  is  said  to  have  been  thelargest  on  record.  There 
has  been  little  demand  at  Newchwang  for  foreign  flour,  while  the  con- 
dition at  Chefoo  and  Tientsin  is  otherwise.  The  present  rate  of  ex- 
change operates  against  the  importation  of  flour.  During  1908  there 
were  26,000  sacks  of  "Boat''  brand  flour  imported,  the  market  price 
being  $1.16  per  sack;  28,000  sacks  of  "Bicycle"  brand,  price  $1.13; 
3,000  sacks  of  "Gold  drops,"  price  $1.11|20,000  sacks  of  "Machine" 
brand,  price  $1.09;  and  3,000  sacks  of  "  Wah-sing,"  the  market  price 
of  which  was  $1.12. 

During  the  six  months  ended  June  30,  1908,  there  were  no  imports 
of  Amencan  kerosene  at  Newchwaujg.  Since  that  time,  however,  the 
largest  quantity  ever  brought  to  this  port  has  been  entered,  amount- 
ing to  6,773,651  gallons,  as  compared  with  4,452,195  gallons  in  1907 
and  only  864^220  gallons  in  1906.  There  were  also  1,485,136  gallons 
of  Sumatra  oil  imported  in  1908,  as  compared  with  417,000  gaflons  in 
1907  and  343,700  gallons  in  1906.  In  1906,  450^000  gallons  of  kero- 
sene from  Borneo  were  entered,  but  since  that  time  no  importations 
of  Borneo  oil  have  been  recorded. 

The  future  of  the  kerosene  business  is  very  promising.  The  new 
plant  of  the  Asiatic  Petroleum  Company  (Limited)  at  Newchwang 
was  formally  opened  last  autumn.  It  is  located  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  Liao,  2  or  3  miles  from  town,  and  the  oil  is  brought  in  tank 
steamers  and  pumped  into  the  company's  reservoir.  All  other  oil 
brought  here  comes  in  tin  cases,  ana  is  stored  in  godowns  or  ware- 
houses imtil  distributed  by  cart  or  rail  to  the  intenor. 

EXPORTS  BY  ABTIOLES. 

Exports  of  bean  cake  made  up  $5,618,508  of  the  $6,328,782  total 
exports  of  native  products  to  foreign  countries.  The  value  of  the 
pnncipal  articles  of  export  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 

Valne. 

Articles. 

Value. 

B4^M19 .  ,  t  r  .  -  -  - ,  - . ,..  ,. 

$521,377 

6,618,506 

6,730 

1,689 

6,361 

2,619 

1,389 

12,894 

67,600 

1,440 

34,269 

1,689 

2,427 

Seeds: 

Apricot 

P^^Tl  Cft1C6 ,,  -  ^ ,-,-.,,.. , 

SI,  099 
38,652 
33,186 

Btmes • 

Mekm. 

Bristles 

Sesame 

Co6L 

811k,  and  manufactares  of: 
Raw.  wild.. 

Fish  And  fishery  prodiicts r 

1,098 
i;847 
1,091 
9,125 
74,703 

Hair 

8hftiitune  nonz^ 

Horns 

S1ri*iff,  goat  and  lamb 

Medldne. , . .  t 

WooL.T 

Mmk 

All  other  articles 

oil   hM&n   Ptn 

Total 

6,328,782 

Samsha " 
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Beans,  bean  cake,  and  bean  oil  are  the  principal  products  of  Man- 
churia. Immense  quantities  have  entered  I^ewcnwang  by  cart, 
some  64,000  tons  of  oeans  having  been  brought  in  this  manner  up  to 
the  end  of  the  year.  This  Quantity,  however,  is  small  compared 
with  the  stocks  shipped  to  Dainy  by  rail  from  the  north.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  reliaole  figures  showing  the  quantity  of  bean  products 
entering  Newchwang  by  rail. 

Prices  diu'ing  the  last  six  months  of  1908  were  higher  than  ever, 
but  how  much  of  this  was  due  to  the  ability  of  Japan,  a  gold-standard 
coimtry,  to  pay  more  in  silver  because  silver  has  oeen  cheap,  it  is  not 
possible  to  sav.  The  bean  cake  and  bean  oil  go  chiefly  to  Japan. 
Shipments  of  beans  have  been  sent  to  England,  France,  and  America 
diu'ing  the  past  year.  The  American  shipment  was  a  small  quantity 
sent  from  Newcnwang  to  New  York  merely  as  a  sample.  During 
the  year  the  exports  of  beans  to  England  amounted  to  about  70,000 
bags.  This  is  a  new  development,  said  to  have  been  brought  about 
by  certain  English  experts  who  have  made  a  study  of  the  beans. 
Tiiey  have  discovered  a  means  of  extracting  an  oil  therefrom  for 
culinary  and  lubricating  purposes,  and  converting  the  residue  into 
food  for  cattle. 

Silk  forms  one  of  the  greatest  annual  products  of  Manchuria. 
Nearly  a  million  pounds  of  raw  wild  silk  were  exported  during  the 
year  from  Newchwang,  and  this  does  not  include  silk  refuse.  The 
figures  by  no  means  convey  a  clear  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
industry.  Manchurian  silk  is  famed  from  one  end  of  China  to  the 
other,  and  is  regarded  as  being  superior  to  any  other.  The  great 
silk-growing  district  is  the  southern  portion  of  Manchuria  bounded 
by  the  Yalu  and  Liao  rivers.  Only  in  rare  cases  are  the  worms  fed 
on  mulberry  leaves.  They  are,  as  a  rule,  fed  on  an  oak  peculiar  to 
Manchuria,  which  is  known  as  Quercus  mongolica. 

NEW   PORT   AT   LIEN-SHAN — SHIPPING ^POPULATION. 

It  has  been  stated  quite  recently  that  the  Chinese  Government 
has  sanctioned  the  opening  of  a  new  port  in  this  consular  district  at 
Lien-shan  Bay,  whicti  is  on  the  Liaotung  Gulf  some  40  miles  from 
Shanhaikuan.  This  port  is  well  protected  on  three  sides  by  moun- 
tains, and  has  suflicient  depth  of  water  to  accommodate  the  largest 
ships.  There  is  no  ice  in  the  port  during  the  winter.  It  is  to  be  the 
place  of  import  and  export  of  cargoes  from  and  to  Chinchow,  which  is 
situated  on  the  coast  near  Shanhaikuan. 

British  steamers  carried  more  than  $12,000,000  of -the  total  trade 
during  the  year,  while  Japanese  steamers  led  in  the  export  trade  to 
foreign  countries,  which  trade  consisted  principally  of  beans  and 
bean  cake  shipped  to  Japan  for  use  as  a  fertilizer. 

The  native  population  of  the, port  of  Newchwang  is  estimated  at 
52,000.  The  foreign  population  numbered  2,538,  of  whom  2,396 
were  Japanese,  75  British,  14  Americans,  18  Germans,  15  Russians, 
and  20  of  other  nationalities. 

Revenues  of  the  port  for  1908  amounted  to  $521,536,  the  principal- 
items  being  import  duties  aggregating  $165,156  and  export  duties 
$279,179. 
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HONGKONG. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Consul-general  Amos  P.  Wilder. 

Toward  the  end  of  1908  there  was  promise  of  some  recovery 
from  the  coimnercial  depression  which  had  prevailed  for  the  pre- 
ceding two  years,  and  had  been  noticeable  for  a  longer  period. 
However,  a  considerable  time  appears  necessary  to  reassure  mvest- 
ment  in  South  China.  Stocks  accumulated  over  a  long  period  have 
at  last  been  worked  off,  the  speculators  in  the  various  lines  are 
thoroughly  discouraged,  and  the  buying  is  for  real  demand  and 
prompt  consumption.  The  West  River  suffered  from  floods  in  mid- 
summer. Mints  still  issue  large  quantities  of  small  coins,  and  even 
the  subsidiary  coinage  of  the  colony  was  at  a  discoimt  of  nearly  10 
per  cent  at  tunes  from  bank  notes,  affecting  some  of  the  larjger  lines 
of  industry  excessively.  The  prospect  of  a  unified  coinage  in  South 
China,  or  even  in  this  colony,  has  not  yet  appeared.  Neither  Chinese 
goods,  nor  passengers  to  any  extent,  patronize  Japanese  ships  going 
&om  this  port  to  America. 

Of  the  future  of  this  colony,  with  the  Canton  railway  connection 
assured  in  1911,  there  is  no  question,  though  some  imeasiness  is  felt 
at  the  disposition  of"  foreign  exporters  to  ship  directly  to  consuming 
points,  notably  Canton,  where  banking  facilities  have  recently  been 
extenaed. 

Hongkong's  distributing  trade  falling  off. 

Hongkong,  so  long  sjrnonymous  with  South  China  in  a  commercial 
sense,  is  confronted  with  a  loss  of  much  of  its  dominance.  It  is 
pointed  out  that  the  heart  of  the  Chinese  business  district  in  this 
city  has  suffered  a  loss  of  16  per  cent  of  its  population.  While  reac- 
tion from  the  Russo-Japanese  war  speculation,  notably  in  yam 
(which  bankrupted  dealers  by  the  score),  and  the  establishment  of 
certain  sanitary  restrictions  are  cited  as  causes,  these  are  but  tempo- 
rary. The  lack  of  demand  from  the  interior,  markedly  in  piece  goods, 
!ram,  and  flour,  is  probably  related  to  the  fact  that  Hongkong  is 
osing  to  some  extent  its  place  as  a  distributing  point.  The  port  was 
built  up  as  a  distributing  point  for  not  only  South  China  but  For- 
mosa, Manila,  and  the  whole  region  south  to  the  Straits  Settlements 
and  north  to  Vladivostok.  Its  famous  harbor,  its  freedom  from  trade 
restrictions,  and  the  protection  of  the  British  army  and  navy 
establishment,  gave,  and  still  give,  it  prestige.  The  loss  is  not 
alarming,  but  it  is  noticeable,  and  the  explanation  lies  in  the  natural 
diversion  to  other  ports  of  import,  and  to  a  less  extent  of  export,  trade 
which  Hongkong  once  held.  The  Japanese  have  taken  the  New- 
chwang  trade,  and  the  traffic  between  Japan  and  Singapore  and  the 
Dutch  Indies  (notably  in  Java  sugar)  is  now  direct.  Siam  no  longer 
sends  its  rice  for  Peru  through  Hongkong,  but  directly.  Quantities  of 
kerosene  oil  that  once  came  here  for  distribution,  now  go  to  many 
treaty  ports  direct.  Hongkong  once  served  Shanghai,  Chefoo, 
Tientsin,  and  Vladivostok  with  flour,  but  does  this  no  longer.  Sinj^ 
pore  looks  to  Australia  at  times  for  the  same  commodity.  The 
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Japanese  sell  yam  to  Canton,  Swatow,  and  other  points,  and  cany  it 
to  these  ports;  formerly  Hongkong  dealers  handled  this  in  their  own 
port.  In  piece  goods  tne  diversion  from  this  point  is  marked,  British 
and  Indian  production  suffering  to  the  profit  of  Japanese  dealers. 
Moreover,  commercial  travelers  from  Europe,  and  even  England, 
visit  Canton  and  other  ports  for  orders  once  placed  in  Hongkong. 
The  occupation  of  Manila  by  Americans  has  naturally  impair^ 
Hongkong's  business,  and  the  Chinese  of  Manila  even  get  European 
goods  direct,  orders  for  which  were  once  placed  here.  The  Japanese 
have  of  course  taken  possession  of  the  Formosan  trade,  once  a 
department  of  Hongkong  commerce. 

RAILWAY  CONNECTION   WILL  INCREASE   SOUTH  CHINA  TRADE. 

These  considerations  explain  some  decline;  they  denote  a  redistri- 
bution of  commercial  activities.  To  offset  them  is  the  assurance  that 
South  China's  development  must  confer  benefits  on  this  port  so 
advantageously  situated  and  operated,  and  railway  connection  with 
Canton,  and  later  Hankow,  must  result  in  increase.  There  are  signs 
that  Hongkong  will  manufacture  as  well  as  transship,  but  her  main- 
st^  is  commerce,  and  of  that  there  will  ever  be  an  immense  amount. 

It  is  fairly  assured  that  by  January  1,  1911,  Hongkong  will  be 
connected  with  Canton,  110  miles  to  the  northwest,  by  rail.  Of  the 
total  distance  the  21  miles  leading  out  of  Hongkong  are  being  built 
by  the  colonial  government.  This  section  begins  with  a  tunnel,  and  is 
proving  tremendously  expensive — some  $250>000  per  mile.  The  re- 
maining 89  miles  are  bemg  built  by  British  engineers  with  money 
loaned  to  the  Chinese  Government  by  British  capitalists.  The 
estimated  cost  for  this  division  is  $7,500,000  gold.  North  of  Canton 
the  railroad  to  Hankow,  850  miles  away,  is  bemg  exclusively  financed 
and  constructed  by  Chinese,  though  they  avail  themselves  of  the 
services  of  a  few  American  or  European  engineers.  Some  45  miles 
are  already  being  operated  and  an  equal  distance  is  ready  for  the 
rails;  but  the  project  is  a  colossal  one  for  the  inexperienced  Chinese 
to  execute,  even  more  so  on  the  mechanical  than  on  the  financial 
side.  The  Canton-Hongkong  line  once  in  operation,  the  city  of 
Canton,  with  its  estimated  population  of  1,500,000  people — the 
largest  city  in  the  world  without  railway  connection  with  the  outside 
world — will  be  brought  closer  to  Hongkong,  with  benefit  to  the  latter's 
commerce.  There  will  then  be  a  strong  demand  for  a  northern  con- 
nection through  to  Hankow  and  Peking.  In  view  of  the  heavy 
capital  invested  in  the  Hongkong  terminal  line,  the  pressure  will  oe 
irresistible  toward  completion  of  the  railway  north. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  colony  of  Hongkong  is  by  no  means 
satisfactory,  and  with  the  cessation  of  revenue  from  opium  (the 
opium  farm  operating  some  200  divans),  there  is  anxiety  as  to  where 
the  money  is  to  come  from  to  meet  governmental  expenditure,  in 

Sart  abated  by  the  promise  of  the  home  Government  to  share  the 
eficit.  A  recent  statement  of  the  colonial  treasurer  showed  a  de- 
crease in  revenues  of  some  $210,000  United  States  currency,  with 
expenditures  increased  some  $370,000,  and  this  is  with  the  loss  of 
opium  revenue  not  yet  in  effect. 
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STATISTICS   OF   IMPOSTS   AND   EXPORTS. 

The  government  of  the  colony  of  Hongkong  has  from  time  to  time 
investigated. the  question  of  installing  officials  to  compel  the  filing  of 
manifests  of  imports  and  exports,  as  is  done  in  the  neignboring  colony 
of  Singapore,  but  the  commercial  interests  object  to  the  innovation 
as  hampering  trade,  and  the  expense  of  the  estimated  staff  of  20 
needed  officials  is  an  added  deterrent.  Thus,  Hongkong  being  a  free- 
trade  port  and  oflScial  statistics  of  coal,  kerosene  oil,  liquid  fuel, 
opium,  and  sugar  alone  being  announced  as  authentic,  its  commercial 
figures  are  necessarily  partialand  unsatisfactory. 

The  harbor  master  offers  the  following:  Total  reported  imports 
during  1908  amounted  to  4,169,856  tons,  against  4,366,659  tons  in 
1907,  a  decrease  of  195,803  tons.  Exports  also  showed  a  decrease 
from  2,354,000  tons  in. 1907  to  2,103,000  tons  in  1908,  or  251,000 
tons.  Transit  cargo  declined  from  3,395,888  tons  to  3,372,993  tons, 
or  22,895  tons.  The  quantities  of  articles  imported  in  1907  and  1908 
are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

n*fi?w 

Ton$, 

Tont. 
1,382 

1,018,753 
27  254 
91,312 
21,020 

61,818 
40,018 
13,832 
2,846 
4,508 
721,254 

Coal 

1,004,887 
25,461 
146,722 
30,479 

43,880 
36,729 
3,272 
2,800 
0,520 
966,060 

Cotton  and  cotton  yam  . . 
Floor 

Hemp 

Kerosene: 

Bnlk 

Case 

Lkmldfael 

Rattan 

Rice 

Articles. 


Sandalwood 

Sulphur 

Sugar 

Timber 

Wheat 

All  other  articles.. 

Total 

Transit  trade 

Grand  total 


1907. 


Tom. 

6,407 

510 

291,660 

84,854 

20,666 

1,701,772 


4,365,650 
3,395,888 


7,761,547 


1908. 


Tons. 
1,060 


249,639 
78,401 


1,836,679 


4,160,856 
3,372,993 


7,542,849 


IMPORTS  OF   FLOUR. 

Flour  is  one  of  the  major  imports  from  America  and  ranks  next  to 
rice  and  sugar  in  Hongkong  shipping.  The  value  of  the  flour 
brought  to  Hongkong  in  1908  from  tne  United  States  (Oregon, 
Washington,  and  California)  is  estimated  at  $4,250,000  United  States 
currency.  Australian  flour  did  not  total  3,000  bags  in  1908,  against 
1,008,000  bags  in  1907.  Nevertheless  it  was  not  a  profitable  year. 
Including  the  output  of  the  Hongkong  Milling  Company,  the  imports 
from  the  United  States  for  1907  (the  record  year)  were  about 
4,940,000  bags.  The  flour  imported  or  produced  by  the  local  mill 
in  1908  ag^egated  about  4,000,000  bags.  The  shrinking  rate  of 
exchange  militated  against  importation,  and  northern  ports,  such  as 
Newchwang,  which  have  formerly  drawn  on  Hongkong's  flour  supply, 
were  too  upset  in  their  finances  to  call  for  their  usual  supply.  In  ad- 
dition, the  demand  caused  by  famine  in  the  north  in  1907  was  not  re- 
peated. A  cheerful  fact  lies  in  the  empty  godowns  in  December, 
1908,  as  contrasted  with  the  glut  of  a  year  previous. 

The  unusual  condition  was  presented  in  1908,  especially  in  the 
latter  months,  of  flour  being  marketed  in  Hongkong  at  some  8  cents 
United  States  currency  per  bag  (50  pounds)  less  than  the  cost  of 
wheat  in  America  usea  for  grinding  into  flour.  The  failure  on  April 
16,  1908,  of  the  $500,000  milling  project  in  Hongkong  is  attributed 
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to  the  inability  of  the  millers  to  find  a  market  for  the  residue  derived 
in  working  wheat  into  flour,  such  as  bran  and  shorts,  which  consti- 
tutes about  one-fourth  of  the  raw  material  and  on  which  freight  must 
be  paid  across  the  Pacific.  Millers  of  different  nations  have  looked 
over  the  idle  plant  and  the  local  field,  but  no  one  has  yet  proposed  to 
revive  the  muling  of  flour  here.  Mills  in  North  China  operate  with 
Chinese  wheat,  but  flour  experts  believe  that,  until  a  profitable  use 
is  found  for  the  residue,  flour  will  be  imported  into  South  China.  It 
is  gratifying  to  note  the  constantly  increasing  use  of  flour  by  Chinese, 
and  the  industry  appears  to  be  unlimited  in  promise  to  the  American 
wheat  producer.  Late  in  the  year  the  high  price  of  wheat  in  the 
United  States  drove  the  Chinese  to  the  use  of  rice,  as  is  always  the 
case  when  wheat  jMices  are  high. 

Of  the  American  flour  imported  into  Hongkong  in  1908,  Washing- 
ton and  Oregon  furnished  3,825,000  bags  and  California  218,440  bags. 
In  1907  the  amounts  were  4,197,877  and  281,060  bags,  respectively. 

The  following  table  gives  imports  of  American  flour  during  1908,  m 
sacks  of  50  pounds  eacn: 


1908. 


January., 
February 

March 

April 

May 

June , 

July 


Washine- 
tonand 
Oregon. 


297,843 
04,660 
229,790 
228,960 
261,812 
307,435 
330,640 


California. 


35,080 
9,000 
5,000 
15.000 
28,000 
20.080 
18,060 


1906. 


August 

September. 

October 

November. 
December.. 

Total 


Washing- 
ton and 
Oregon. 


427,900 
380.060 
405,140 
462,100 
398,700 


3,825,000 


California. 


14,040 
22,060 
18,040 
22.040 
12,040 


218,440 


The  imports  for  1907  were:  Northern,  4,197,877  sacks;  California, 
281,060  sacks;  Australian,  1,008,000  sacks. 

COTTONS  AND  COTTON  YARN. 

Measured  in  value  the  most  important  feature  of  Hongkong's  trade 
is  the  distribution  throughout  China  of  cotton  and  cotton  yam, 
which  are  mainly  from  India  and  of  the  cheaper  grades.  The  esti- 
mated value  of  this  trade  is  about  $12,500,000  United  States  currency 
Eer  annum.  Improvement  over  the  previous  disastrous  years,  when 
ankruptcy  was  widespread  in  this  industry,  is  reported.  Imports  in 
1908  amounted  to  210,275  bales  of  400  pounds  each,  against  146,396 
bales  last  year,  while  sales  aggregated  151,243  bales,  against  137,608 
bales  in  1907,  showing  an  increase  of  about  43  and  10  per  cent,  re- 
spectively. The  Japanese  are  waging  lively  competition  for  the 
patronage  of  Chinese  consumers  of  cotton  yarn,  and  an  incident  of  the 
year  along  the  coast  was  the  proposal  of  the  Japanese  Cotton  Spin- 
ners'Association  to  issue  with  every  bale  of  jam  ^'coupons"  good  for 
money  or  prizes  in  kind.  The  loss  of  the  Chinese  markets  to  Japanese 
goods  operated  favorably  for  Bombay  in  the  cotton-yam  industry. 
In  round  figures  Indian  j^am  distributed  via  Hongkong  throughout 
South  China  and  Tonkin  in  1908  amounted  to  some  220,000  bales  of 
400  pounds  each.  The  consumption  in  the  principal  districts  was  as 
follows,  the  figures  representing  bales:  West  River,  and  Swatow  and 
Hingning,  50,000  each;  Yunnan,  30,000;  Amo^.  25,000;  Canton  and 
Fat  Shan,  20,000;  Sainam,  East  River,  and  Tonkin,  15,000  each. 
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COAL,  RICE,  OIL,  PETROLEUM,  AND   PIECE   GOODS. 

So  vast  is  the  shippino^  at  this  port  that  coal  is  an  item  of  prime 
importance.  The  year  has  been  uneventful  as  regards  price.  More 
and  more  Canton  is  being  supplied  direct  by  steamer,  thus  depriv- 
ing Hongkong  of  tliis  transfer  cargo.  The  British  Admiralty  took 
40,000  tons  of  Cardiff.  While  Borneo  has  proved  its  coal  deposits, 
coal  from  this  source  has  not  yet  been  able  to  meet  Japanese  prices. 
Of  the  coal,  valued  at  $4,787,190,  brought  to  Hongkong  in  1908, 
mainly  for  consumption  by  steamers,  Japan  suppUed  850,000  tons, 
valued  at  $3,672,200.  Coal  imported  from  Cardiff  was  valued  at 
$494,500,  and  from  Australia,  $406,350.  The  remainder  came  from 
other  sources,  principally  Hongay. 

Receipts  of  rice  decUned  from  956,060  tons  in  1907  to  721,254  tons 
in  1908,  owing  to  failing  trade  from  Saigon  and  Bangkok.  There 
were  exceptionally  large  crops  in  northern  and  central  China,  and 
Shanghai,  and  Yangtze  prices  ruled  lower  than  those  in  ,Siam  and 
Annam.  As  an  added  cause  there  was  something  in  the  way  of  a 
boycott  of  certain  steamers  that  do  the  carrying  oetween  Bangkok 
and  Hongkong;  yet  it  is  estimated  that  Siam  alone  furnished  rice  to 
Hongkong  to  the  value  of  about  $10,000,000  United  States  currency. 
The  bulk  of  tliis  cargo  is  consumed  in  Kwangtung  (Canton)  Province. 
Shipments  for  Chinese  cooUes  in  South  Africa  go  from  this  port. 

Oil  imports  gained  largely  during  1908,  .with  wax,  naphtha,  and 
other  by-products  showing  marked  increases.  The  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany has  a  brisk  competitor  in  the  Dutch  company,  but  the  new  and 
extending  plants  of  the  Standard  point  to  its  prosperity.  Of  bulk 
oil  (all  products  of  petroleum)  61,818  tons  arrived,  an  increase  of 
17,938  tons  over  1907.  Of  case  oil  40,018  tons  arrived,  an  increase 
of  3,289  tons.  Liquid  fuel  increased  from  3,272  tons  in  1907  to 
13,832  tons  in  1908,  showing  the  growing  popularity  of  this  fuel. 

Piece  goods  showed  some  improvement  over  tlie  two  preceding 
years,  but  1908  was*not  a  satisfactory  year  to  those  who  handle  this 
commodity.  Stocks  were  light,  the  improvement  bein^  mainly  in 
fancy  goods,  with  an  occasional  influx  of  bankrupt  stocKS  from  the 
north  to  complicate  the  situation. 

Imports  of  ginseng  amounted,  during  1908,  to  134,200  poimds, 
against  128,133  pounds  in  1907. 

DECLARED   EXPORTS. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  Hongkong  to  the  United  States 
and  the  Philippine  Islands  during  1907  and  1908  is  shown,  by  articles, 
in  the  f ollowmg  table : 


Articles. 


Bristles 

Camphor 

CassU 

Cattle 

Cement 

Clothing 

Earthen  and  glass  ware 

Fireworks 

Fknir 

Fruits  and  vegetables. . . 


1907. 

1908. 

$44,368 

$17,279 

359,757 

4,104 

286,839 

182,040 

863,968 

266,710 

233,513 

378,130 

269,629 

196,243 

171,631 

00,687 

66,579 

56,926 

256,276 

272,436 

96,059 

60,170 

Articles. 


Hair,  human 

Medicine,  Chinese 

Metals,  and  manufactures 

of 

Oils: 

Aniseed 

Peanut 

Opium 

Paper,  and  manufactures 


1907. 


$41,880 
91,846 

118,000 

76,944 
233,309 
394,884 

48,304 


1906. 


$92,209 
68,953 

330,701 

47,160 

192,988 

4,817 

56,164 
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Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1 

1907. 

1906. 

Provisions 

$1,384,016 

56,016 

1,797,840 

61,954 

119,479 
134,747 
50,506 

$1,038,753 

31,896 

2,062,685 

36,316 

69,130 
103,676 
26,797 

Sugar,  refined 

$103,750 
155,573 
59,182 
133,344 

46,778 
1,204,196 

1163,884 

Rattan,  and  manulactures 

T«i..'. 

120,287 

of 

Tobacco 

63,927 
60,422 

Rice 

Wine.  Chinese 

Wood,  and  manubicttireB 
of 

Show,  Chinww 

Silk: 

42,413 

Piece  goods 

All  other  articles 

1,137,521 

Raw 

Total 

Boy 

8,962,197 

7,244,325 

1 

The  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States,  in  1908,  was 
$2,815,012,  and  to  the  FhiUppines  $4,429,313.  All  of  the  cattle  and 
fruits  and  vegetables  went  to  the  Philippines,  as  well  as  cement  valued 
at  $374,638;  flour,  $249,700;  rice,  $1,517,966;  raw  silk,  $98,402;  and 
refined  sugar,  $109,163. 

SILK  CROP,  PRICES,  AND   EXPORTS. 

While  silk  for  America  is  invoiced  almost  whoUy  from  Canton,  the 
chief  oflSces  of  some  large  firms  are  located  in  Hongkong.  They 
report  that  the  seven  crops  of  the  year  yielded  about  34,000  bales  of 
133 J  pounds  each,  against  50,000  m  1907.  At  the  beginning  of  the* 
season  prices  were  very  high  and  remained  fairly  steady  up  to  about 
October,  when  trade  became  paralyzed,  owing  to  a  serious  decline  in 
silver  and  exchange  and  the  financial  crisis  in  America,  which  caused 
values  in  both  gold  and  silver  to  depreciate  rapidly.  Crops  all  the 
world  over  were  exceptionally  large,  which  in  no  way  helped  the 
situation,  and  during  the  season  prices  for  silk  showed  a  decline  of 
approximately  45  per  cent  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  point.  The 
lowest  prices  were  reached  in  March  with  values  from  $45  to  $67.50 
United  States  currency  i>er  picul  (picul=  133 J  pounds)  lower  than  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year.  There  were  fluctuations  during  the  year, 
and  at  times  marked  advances  in  spite  of  a  temporary  rise  in  exchange. 
The  total  exports  of  silk  to  Europe  were  36,475  bales,  and  to  Sie 
United  States  8,442  bales,  but  a  surplus  of  about  6,500  bales  of  old 
silk  was  carried  over  to  the  new  season.  The  shipments  of  silk  and 
silk  waste  to  the  United  States  and  Europe  up  to  December  31.  of 
the  1907-8  and  1908-9  seasons,  are  shown  in  the  following  taole, 
furnished  by  one  of  the  leading  exporters : 


Country. 

snk.          1 

Silk  waste. 

1907-8. 

1906-9. 

1907-8. 

1908-9. 

United  States 

Bala. 
5,819 
26,093 

Baits.    1 
12,523  , 
18,200 

Bala. 
1,500 
22,070 

BaUi. 
1,700 

Europe 

20,413 

Total 

32,512 

30,723  1 

23,670 

22,113 

SUGAR   REFINING MATTINGS GASSIA. 

Sugar  is  a  large  factor  in  Hongkong  industry  as  well  as  in  shipping, 
as  two  extensive  refineries  are  located  here,  one  of  which  (Taikoo) 
ranks  among  the  largest  in  the  world.    Japanese  expansion  has  mili- 
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tated  against  refining  here,  as  shown  by  the  fact  that  in  1908  only 
about  2,000,000  piculs  of  cane  sugar  from  Java  came  to  this  port, 
whereas  before  Japan  became  so  considerable  a  factor,  twice  that 
amount  was  sometimes  imported.  Less  raw  sugar  also  comes  to 
Hongkong  from  Penang  and  Mauritius.  These  two  points,  with  the 
Philippines,  contribute  from  600,000  to  1,000,000  piculs  annually-. 
China  sugar,  mainly  from  Swatow  and  Hoihow  (Hainan),  comes  m 
small  amounts,  the  Chinese  clinging  to  obsolete  methods  of  produc- 
tion and  crushing.  Low  exchange  shuts  out  the  beet  product  of  Grer- 
manv,  Austria,  and  Russia. 

Of  the  1908  crop  of  Java  sugar,  the  exact  quantity  exported  to 
Hongkong  from  May  1  to  November  30  amounted  to  1,401,162 
piculs,  equivalent  to  85,074  tons,  showing  a  decline  of  116,528  piculs 
as  compared  with  the  corresponding  penod  of  1907  and  of  390,698 

Siculs  compared  with  1906.  These  figures  show  the  seriousness  of 
apanese  competition.  The  quaUty  of  the  sugar  imported  from  Java 
is  of  Nos.  13  and  14  Dutch  standard.  Philippine  sugar  is  cheaper. 
Of  the  estimated  2,000,000  piculs  it  is  reckoned  that  1,500,000  were 
absorbed  by  the  two  local  refineries.  Of  the  remainder  some  is  reex- 
ported to  the  northern  market  and  the  balance  goes  into  the  ginger 
and  fruit  preserve  industry,  etc.  The  estimated  value  of  the  whole 
import  from  all  sources  is  about  $8,000,000  United  States  currency. 

It  is  estimated  that  during  1908  about  450,000  rolls  of  matting,  each 
40  yards  long,  as  well  as  some  60,000  rolls  of  mats  and  carpets,  were 
exported  from  Hongkong,  principally  to  Europe.  This  matting  is 
almost  wholly  invoiced  in  Canton.  The  Tung  Kun  make  brought 
especially  good  prices.  Late  in  the  year  the  demand  for  116-warp 
matting  from  Lintan  was  quickened,  low  exchange  bringing  the  price 
under  10  cents  United  States  currency  per  yard,  thus  permitting  the 
low  rate  of  duty  (3  cents  per  square  yard  as  against  7  cents  plus  25 
per  cent  ad  valorem).  Floods  and  typhoons  did  their  part  to  make 
it  an  off  year  in  matting. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  exports  of  cassia,  whole  and  broken,  aggre- 
gated 55,000  piculs.  The  selling  price  advanced  during  the  last  half 
of  the  vear  to  a  point  not  known  for  some  years  and  beyond  the 
demand.  The  Cassia  Guild  claims  to  have  enected  improvement  in 
the  matter  of  short  weight,  etc. 

OPIUM   TRADE. 

This  colony  derives  about  $700,000  annually  toward  government 
uses  from  the  "  opium  farm."  In  1908,  under  the  ten-year  agreement, 
the  Indian  government  sold  46,800  chests  of  Bengal  opium,  as  against 
50,400  chests  in  1907.  The  total  importations  mto  Hongkong  were 
as  follows:  Bengal,  31,524  chests;  Malwa,  4,665  chests;  Persian, 
2,197i  chests,  the  average  weight  of  chests  being  145  pounds. 

Hongkong  is  the  principal  market  for  Bengal,  Shanghai  for  Malwa, 
and  Formosa  for  the  Persian  drug.  The  estimated  consumption  in 
Hongkong  of  Malwa  is  about  350  chests  a  month,  the  rest  of  the 
imports  going  to  Shanghai  and  China  ports.  China  takes  a  very 
small  proportion  (1,000  to  1,400  piculs)  of  the  Persian  article. 

There  was  much  fluctuation  m  values,  owing  to  the  decline  of 
silver  and  anxiety  growi^  out  of  the  efforts  of  the  Chinese  and  others 
to  regulate  the  trjmc.    Toward  the  end  of  the  year  the  local  market 


Digitized  by 


Google 


520  COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 

became  dull,  owing  to  reform  propaganda  and  the  reports  from  San 
Francisco  of  penamg  legislation  shutting  out  the  drug.  For  the 
large  Chinese  colonies  on  the  Califomian  coast  the  opium  farmers 
at  Macao  have  hilherto  made  regular  bimonthly  shipments  of  the  pre- 
pared smoking  opium.  The  Macao  monopolists  drew  their  suppUes 
of  the  raw  opium  from  Hongkong;  they  were  regular  buyers  to  the 
extent  of  200  chests  a  month,  nearly  all  of  which  was  shipped  to 
America.  To  get  at  the  gross  value  of  the  year's  trade  an  average  is 
worked  out  on  the  basis  of  prices  ruling  at  three  stated  periods,  thus 
obtaining  for  Bengal,  $464.40;  Malwa,  $462.25;  and  Persian,  $387  per 
chest.  The  total  value  of  raw  opium  imports  was  therefore 
$18,773,667,  apportioned  as  follows:  Bengal,  $14,639,745;  Malwa, 
$2,156,396;  Persian,  $1,977,526.  During  the  preceding  year  the  im- 
ports were  valued  at  $11,911,000. 

These  values  are  in  United  States  currency,  43  cents  being  used  as 
an  average  value  for  1908  of  the  Hongkong  doUar. 

SHIPPING   INTERESTS — IMHIOBATION   AND    EMIOBATIOK. 

The  total  of  the  shipping  entering  and  clearing  in  the  colony  of 
Hongkong  during  the  year  1908  amoimted  to  632,078  ships  of 
34,614,335  tons,  which,  compared  with  the  figures  for  1907,  shows  an 
increase  of  24,478  ships  and  a  decrease  of  1,413,069  tons.  Of  this 
total,  45,437  ships  of  22,306,037  tons  were  engaged  in  foreign  trade. 
Of  these  ships  56.9  per  cent  were  jimks,  8.3  per  cent  British  ocean- 

foing  vessels,  9.2  per  cent  foreign  ocean-going  vessels,  13.8  per  cent 
tritish  river  steamers,  2.9  per  cent  foreign  nver  steamers,  and  8.9 
per  cent  steamships  of  not  over  60  tons.  The  tonnage  carried  was 
distributed  as  follows:  Junks,  9.8  per  cent;  British  ocean-going 
vessels,  33.7  per  cent;  foreign  ocean-going  vessels,  33.2  per  cent; 
British  river  steamers,  19.2  per  cent;  foreign  river  steamers,  3.3  per 
cent;  steamships  of  less  than  60  tons,  0.8 per  cent.  The  movements 
of  fishing  jimks  are  not  included  in  these  figures. 

The  average  tonnage  of  ocean-going  vessels  visiting  the  port 
increased  to  2,448.6  tons.  During  the  past  twenty  years  the  average 
tonnage  of  ocean  vessels  visiting  the  colony  has  increased  from  1,186.9 
to  2,448.6  tons. 

British  ocean  shipping  entered  and  cleared  during  the  year  showed 
an  increase  of  113,  with  289,101  tons,  denoting  a  revival  of  trade  in 
the  last  quarter.  British  river  steamers  showed  a  decrease  in  entries 
and  clearances  of  582,  with  a  collective  tonnage  of  342,882,  due  to  the 
loss  or  withdrawal  of  3  large  steamers.  Foreign  ocean  vessels 
decreased  by  489  ships  of  323,039  tons,  notably  under  Norw^an, 
Japanese,  and  German  flags. 

There  are  286  steam  launches,  including  8  motor  boats,  employed 
in  the  harbor,  140  Ucensed  for  convevance  of  passengers,  128  pri- 
vately owned,  14  the  property  of  the  Cfovemment,  and  4  for  military 
uses. 

A  total  of  7,750  steamers,  11  sailing  ships,  and  2,030  steamships 
not  exceeding  60  tons,  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  entered  during  tne 
year,  giving  a  daily  average  entry  of  26.8  as  compared  with  24.8  in 
1907. 

The  immigration  returns  for  1908  show  that  157,809  persons 
arrived  in  Hongkong  from  other  than  Chinese  ports,  of  whom  129,650 
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(Chinese)  came  from  the  Straits  Settlements,  6,069  from  San  Fran- 
cisco, 849  from  Seattle,  1,487  from  Tacoma,  3,014  from  Vancouver, 
660  from  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  and  1,133  from  Honolulu. 
Chinese  emigrants  from  Hongkong  for  ports  other  than  those  in 
China  during  1908  numbered  71,081,  of  wnom  49,639  went  to  Straits 
Settlements  (tin  mines),  6,116  to  Vancouver,  1,730  to  Victoria, 
4,700  to  San  Francisco,  121  to  Tacoma,  2,301  to  Mexico,  365  to 
Honolulu,  and  710  to  Callao,  Peru.  The  decrease  of  34,886  from 
the  number  of  emigrants  in  1907  is  marked,  but  has  little  or  no  refer- 
ence to  the  movement  to  the  United  States. 

•FRENCH  INDO-CHINA. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Consul  Jacob  E.  Conner,  Saioon. 

This  report  covers  Cochin-China  rather  than  French  Indo-China  as 
a  whole,  as  the  statistics  for  Tonquin,  Annam,  Laos,  and  Cambodia 
are  not  available  in  Saigon,  and  do  not  exist  with  anything  Uke  com- 
pleteness anywhere.  Furthermore,  the  statistics  relative  to  the  trade 
of  Cochin-China  for  1907  are  yet  in  manuscript  form,  and  the  figures 
for  1908  will  not  be  compiled  for  a  year  and  not  published  for  two 
years.  Still  further,  the  records  of  consignments  to  American  ter- 
ritory prior  to  1908  are  fragmentary.  These  prefatory  remarks  will 
explain  the  Umitations  under  which  this  report  has  been  prepared. 

Cochin-China  is  almost  exclusively  an  agricultiu'al  coimtry.  The 
upper  border  is  a  forest  region  and  the  remainder  is  simply  a  large 
nee  field.  There  are  no  imnes,  almost  no  forests,  and  the  maniif ac- 
tures  are  a  negligible  quantity.  The  farming  is  not  yet  diversified 
to  any  consideraole  extent,  and  the  one  crop  that  is  of  great  com- 
mercial imf>ortance  is  rice.  However,  it  is  through  its  one  seaport, 
Saigon,  that  the  bulk  of  the  commerce  of  Cambodia  passes,  and  also 
a  considerable  part  of  the  trade  of  Annam  and  Laos.  The  products 
of  these  countries  are  mainly  those  of  the  forest  and  the  herd.  As  to 
the  latter,  the  Government  toward  the  close  of  1908  restricted  expor- 
tation on  the  ground  that  the  natives  depleted  their  herds  by  indis- 
criminate sales.  The  products  of  the  forest  are  various  woods,  wood 
oil,  gum  gamboge,  stick  lac,  cardamoms,  etc.,  besides  the  hides  and 
horns  of  wild  ammals,  especially  deer. 

IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS — TRADE  WrTH  UNriED  STATES. 

The  Saigon  Chamber  of  Commerce,  an  official  body  which  secures 
its  data  from  the  customs  service,  gives  the  total  imports  at  Saigon 
during  1908  as  $28,996,407  and  the  exports  from  this  port  $26,375,421 . 
The  imports  in  1907  were  estimated  at  $31,396,469  and  the  exports  at 
$29,068,361.  The  1908  figures  represent  the  exports  as  less  than  the 
imports,  but  this  is  a  situation  not  borne  out  by  the  condition  of 
foreign  exchange.  Furthermore,  conservative  estimates  based  upon 
the  amount  of  rice  exported  woidd  show  the  export  value  of  tnat 
one  article  to  exceed  by  at  least  $2,000,000  the  entire  value  of  exports 
as  given.  Statistics  as  to  the  import  and  export  trade  of  Saigon  with 
foreign  coimtries  during  1908,  with  the  amount  of  each  commodity, 
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are  not  yet  obtainable  except  for  the  trade  with  the  United  States, 
the  figures  appearing  in  the  following  table  of  American  imports 
having  been  supplied  by  the  chamber  of  commerce. 


Articles. 

Value. 

ArUcles. 

Value. 

Copper,  mamifftctnrwi  of 

$3,096 

1,508 
13,883 
3,571 
995 
1,029 

334,862 
8,518 

Oil  cloth 

$2,685 

Iron  and  steel,  m^ufoctures  of: 

Machinery 

Provisions: 

Meats,  canned. . .                   

5,752 

Scales..... 

Other 

794 

Tubes 

All  other  articles 

2,739 

Other 

Total 

MetAte,  iT)aniifantnn>8  of,  n.  e  r 

380,032 

Oils:    ' 

Petroleum 

• 

Lubricating 

DECLARED   EXPORTS   TO  THE   PHILIPPINES — SHIPPING. 

The  total  value  of  the  articles  declared  for  shipment  to  American 
territory  through  the  consulate  at  Saigon  in  1908  was  $3,547,204,  and 
all  of  these  articles  went  to  the  Phihppine  Islands.  Rice  made  up 
$3,526,406  of  this  amount,  carabaos  $3,795,  other  live  stock  $13,881, 
and  rice  flour  $2,267.  Tne  declared  exports  in  1907  amounted  to 
$3,472,175. 

It  will  be  observed,  by  comparing  the  imports  from  American  terri- 
tory, as  given  in  the  official  statistics  ($380,032),  with  the  declared 
exports  to  the  PhiUppines  ($3,547,204),  that  the  latter  exceed  the 
former  in  the  ratio  ot  nearly  10  to  1.  While  the  exports  all  went  to 
the  Phihppine  Islands,  the  imports  were  wholly  from  the  United 
States. 

The  rank  of  American  vessels  in  the  tonnaee  cleared  through  the 

?ort  of  Saigon  in  1908  was  seventh,  as  it  had  oeen  for  several  years, 
'hese  were  all  FiUpino  vessels;  not  one  came  from  the  United  States. 
The  total  tonnage  of  the  689  vessels  which  cleared  during  the  year 
was  1,201,509  tons,  as  compared  with  1,435,092  tons  in  1907  and 
1,081,628  tons  in  1906.  Of  the  689  vessels  that  cleared  from  this 
port  266  were  French,  165  British,  93  Norwegian,  73  German,  36 
Dutch,  24  Japanese,  17  American,  and  15  of  other  countries. 

TRADE   CONDITIONS   MORE   FAVORABLE. 

Trade  conditions  with  American  territory  were  somewhat  more 
favorable  during  1908  than  in  the  preceding  year.  This  was  due  in 
part  to  a  change  in  the  attitude  assumed  by  the  Chinese  toward 
American  merchandise  a  few  years  ago.  A  revival  of  the  kerosene 
oil  trade  resulted,  but  the  flour  industry,  which  was  formerly  quite 
flourishing,  has  not  recovered.  Exports  of  rice  to  the  Phifipnines 
were  unusually  heavy  because  of  the  failure  of  the  rice  crop  tnere. 
The  vigorous  trade  in  cattle  and  carabaos  that  had  sprung  up  between 
Saigon  and  the  islands  was  cut  short  by  governmental  restrictions 
upon  the  exportation  of  Uve  stock. 

The  prospects  for  export  trade  with  American  territory  for  1909 
are  less  promising  than  for  the  preceding  year.  This  is  partly  due 
to  a  better  rice  crop  in  the  PhiUppines,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  the 
native  farmers  of  Cochin-China  have  been  holding  their  rice  for  a 
higher  market.     Imports,  on  the  other  hand,  have  shown  some  tend- 
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ency  toward  improvement,  especially  in  kerosene  oil,  and  other  lines 
could  be  developed  much  further.  There  is  a  good  workable  j&eld 
here  for  agricultural  implements  and  general  industrial  machinery. 
The  visit  of  an  American  commercial  representative  during  the  year 
was  productive  of  considerable  interest  and  some  sales.  The  agita- 
tion for  the  introduction  of  agricultural  machinery  resulted  in  the 
aboUtion  of  the  import  duty  on  all  industrial  machines  not  competing 
with  those  of  French  manufacture.  No  corresponding  effort  has  yet 
been  made  in  the  United  States  to  meet  the  opportunity  thus  offered, 
which  is  especially  meant  to  encourage  the  importation  of  implements 
for  rice  cultivation. 

SOME   OF  THE   OBSTACLES  TO   BE   OVERCOME. 

The  greatest  obstacle  to  an  increase  of  imports  from  the  United 
States  IS  the  high  protective  tariff.  American  goods  are  subject  to 
the  French  maximum  schedule,  which  places  them  at  a  serious  dis- 
advantage in  competition  with  the  goods  of  other  countries.  France 
considers  the  colony  a  French  market,  and  where  she  chooses  to 
reserve  the  field  exclusively  for  herself,  as  in  the  cheapest  grade  of 
flour,  there  is  no  possibiUty  of  foreign  competition. 

The  cost  of  transportation  is  also  a  considerable  obstacle,  but  not 
so  great  as  the  del^s  caused  by  the  necessity  of  transshipment.  If 
goods  come  by  the  r acific  routes  they  are  transshipped  at  Hongkong, 
and  if  by  way  of  Suez  they  are  transshipped  at  Singapore  unless  sent 
from  an  American  port  in  a  French  steamer,  in  whicn  case  they  are 
transshipped  at  Havre  or  Marseilles.  Because  of  vexatious  delays 
possible  in  a  transference  of  cargo  at  either  Hongkong  or  Singapore, 
the  advisabiUty  of  shipping  via  Havre  and  Suez  is  suggested. 

Another  obstacle  to  business  in  Cochin-China  is  the  constant  fluctu- 
ation of  the  value  of  the  piaster,  the  monetary  unit.  This  fluctuation 
does  not  exactly  coincide  with  the  changes  in  the  price  of  silver,  or 
with  these  changes  plus  the  price  of  foreign  exchange.  An  additional 
hindrance  that  insurance  companies  would  meet  in  this  district  is  the 
existence  of  a  law  passed  during  1908  which  makes  it  possible  to  tax 
foreign  insurance  companies  very  heavily. 

MANUFACTURING   INTERESTS    SMALL — CROPS. 

There  are  no  manufactories  in  the  district  outside  of  native  and 
Chinese  industries,  except  the  construction  of  small  cargo  boats  for 
river  navigation  and  the  government  manufacture  of  alcohol  and 
opium.  French  capital  will  not  come  to  CochinrChina  for  manu- 
f  acturingpurposes;  It  being  deemed  preferable  to  manufacture  at 
home  an Jseli  the  products  here.  There  are  undoubtedly  excellent 
opportunities  in  In  Jo-China  for  the  production  of  crude  sugar,  as  the 
natives  are  fond  of  cultivating  the  cane,  which  grows  abundantly. 
There  is  an  abundance  of  raw  material  for  the  manufacture  of  paper 
pulp,  although  it  is  not  known  that  any  tests  have  been  maae  for 
that  purpose.  A  plant  for  expressing  fish  oil  could  find  a  large 
quantity  of  fish  that  are  unusually  rich  in  oil. 

The  native  industries  are  mainly  on  a  small  scale,  consisting  of 
the  manufacture  of  wood  oils,  the  dyeing  of  cloths,  tanning  of  skms, 
and  the  manufacture  of  pottery.  Quite  a  large  establishment  for  the 
latter  exists  near  Chelon,  and  its  products  are  sold  throughout  Indo- 
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China.  The  Government  has  established  manual  training  schools  at 
several  points,  where  the  native  arts  are  encouraged,  such  as  the 
making  of  copper,  brass,  and  bronze  articles  and  the  inlaying  of 
wood,  also  silk  embroiderv  and  fine  needlework.  Tonquin  is  espe- 
ciallv  noted  for  wares  of  this  kind. 

The  productive  possibiUties  of  this  country  are  very  great,  as  it 
is  extremely  fertile,  and  a  variety  of  crops  can  be  profitably  grown, 
including  nee,  Indian  corn,  pepper,  rubber,  sugar  cane,  etc.  The 
needs  of  the  natives  are  small^  as  there  is  a  summer  chmate  all  the 
year  round,  and  plenty  of  fruits  and  other  foods  during  winter  and 
summer,  and  only  the  minimum  of  clothing  and  shelter  is  needed. 
The  Europeans  number  scarcely  6,000  and  the  Chinese  perhaps 
50,000,  so  there  is  no  large  market  here  for  any  commodity  that  the 
United  States  can  furnish  under  the  unfavorable  tariff  conditions, 
except  machinery,  and  especially  agricultural  machinery.  Even  that 
field  is  yet  to  be  developed,  but  the  outlook  is  favorable. 


EAST  INDIES. 
BRITISH  INDIA. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
Prepared  in  the  Bureau  op  Manupactures  prom  British  Ofpicial  Sources. 

The  total  foreign  trade  (sea  borne)  of  British  India  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  March  31,  1909,  was  valued  at  $982,646,352,  against 
$1,120,302,744  in  1907-8  and  $1,031,008,990  in  1906-7.  The  imports 
for  1908-9  amounted  to  $466,853,079,  of  which  merchandise  accounted 
for  $393,427,326,  gold,  $27,267,000,  and  silver,  $46,158,753.  The 
exports  valued  at  $515,693,273  were  divided  as  follows:  Indian  mer- 
chandise, $486,080,620;  foreign  merchandise  (reexports),  $10,287,781 ; 
gold,  $11,966,724;  and  silver,  $7,358,148.  Deducting  the  gold  and 
silver  ana  the  reexports  from  the  imports,  the  trade  proper  for  1908-9 
was  imports  entered  for  consumption  to  the  value  of  $383,139,545, 
and  exports  of  Indian  produce,  $486,080,620,  a  total  of  $869,220,165, 
agamst  a  total  of  $971,714,018  and  $901,618,260,  respectively,  m  the 
two  previous  fiscal  years. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  into  and 
the  exports  (including  the  reexports)  from  British  India  for  the  fiscal 
years  ended  March  31,  1907,  1908,  and  1909: 


Trade. 

IWfr-?. 

1007-8. 

1008-4). 

Imports: 

Merohftndisp ... 

$351,385,000 
50,025,370 
28,323,602 

8421,207,246 
67,200,066 
30,210,445 

$303,427,326 

Gold 

27,267,000 

Silver 

46,158,753 

Total 

430,634,062 

527,777,657 

466,853,070 

Exports: 

Tif df^^  Tr|pfrb^«idl«' . .   

561,535,746 
11,303,385 
11,030,521 
6,604,877 

562,636,200 
12,210,518 
10,081,782 
6,687,497 

486,080,620 

10,287,781 

oowr. .' r 

11,066,724 

Silver 

7,858,148 

Total 

501,874,028 

502,525,087 

515,003,273 

Orandtotal 

1,031,006,000 

1,120,302,744 

082,546»352 
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The  percentage  of  the  imports  into  and  exports  from  British  India, 
by  countries,  in  the  past  two  fiscal  years  was  as  follows: 


Country. 


United  States 

Austria-Hungary . . . 

Belgium 

China 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Japan 

Java 

Mauritius 

Russia 

Straits  Settlements 
United  Kingdom... 
All  other  countries . 

Total 


Imports. 


1907-8.       1906-9. 


Percent. 
2.5 
2.0 
4.1 
1.7 
1.6 
4.0 

.9 
L7 
4.5 
1.9 

.3 

2.4 

66.7 

6.7 


loaoo 


Percent. 
2.7 
8.2 
4.2 
1.9 
1.5 
4.1 

.9 
1.7 
5.1 
2.1 

.2 

2.8 

02.6 

7.0 


loao 


Exports. 


1907-8.       1906-9, 


Percent. 
7.8 
3.7 
5.3 
8.6 
6.6 
11.7 
3.2 
5.1 


3.9 
25.9 
18.2 


loao 


Percent. 
8.8 
3.1 
4.0 
12.0 
&4 

lao 

3.3 
4.8 


3.6 
24.0 
2ai 


loao 


IMPORTS  BY   ARTICLES. 


The  value  of  the  leading  articles  of  import  entered  for  consumption 
during  the  fiscal  years  1907-S  and  1908-9  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Agricultural  implements. 

Apparel,  etc 

Arms  and  ammunition . . . 
Books  and  printed  matter. 

Building  material 

Carritfes  and  carts 

Chemicals 

Clocks  and  watches. 

Coal 

Copper 

Cotton,  and  manu  tinctures 
of: 

Raw , 

Piece  goods- 
Colored , 

Gray 

White 

Yam 

All  other 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Earthenware,  etc 

Electrical  apparatus 

Glass  and  glassware 

Grain  and  pulse 

Instruments: 

Musical 

Scientific 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
factures of: 

Cutlery 

Hardware 


1907-8. 


8,:iN),  L28 
1,:)N»,!«6 
l,(»7o.(B4 
1,7(V..913 
8,s2.s.J17 
2,-.74,:g9 

l,9*i7, 164 

6,hOCi.:J04 


2,301,855 


1,429,632 
903,868 


593,592 
7,446,449 


1908^. 


$323,296 
7,842,390 
1,053,607 
1,310,028 
1,997,883 
3,009,979 
2,423,517 
598,609 
2,668,302 
8,827,831 


1,722,741 


35,038,800 

11,706 

63,001,709 

S3, 046 

38,362,620 

32,803 

11,981,323 

40,195 

7.479.811 

B3,962 

2,949,099 

80,253 

1,369,803 

,74,898 

1,592,271 

1.  186,483 

4,688.640 

;;,  793.695 

1,191,280 

4,(102,346 

966,044 
1,016,360 


568,315 
6,972,512 


Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
factures of— Continued. 

Iron  and  steel 

Ironware,  enameled. . . 

Machinery  and  mill- 
work  

Railway  material 

Sewing  machines 

Tools,  etc 

Jewelry 

Leather,  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Liquors 

Matches 

oil.  mineral 

Paints  and  colors 

Paper  and  pasteboard 

Provisions 

Ships,  parts  of 

Silk  goods 

Soap 

Spices 

Stationery 

Sugar 

Tea  chests 

Tobacco 

Toys  and  games 

Umbrellas 

Woolen  goods 


1907-8. 


637,117 
794,476 

363,935 
359,200 
370,939 
638,667 
539,077 

■J  4;^,  UTS 

7.(M,li03 

:m,  J92 
:m,  779 
023.520 
219.760 
891,100 
960,101 
928,490 
353.583 
0W.027 
439.857 

935,  m 

874, 146 
734,973 
136,980 
647,819 
978,693 


1908^. 


«29,340,120 
584,102 

21,466,122 

24,074,576 

366,973 

648,136 

592,137 

1,178,645 
6,439,952 
2,417,049 

12,682,090 
1,935,873 
3,005,356 
9,129,554 
1,222,466 
7,401,460 
1,322,370 
4,457,714 
1,420,707 

35,384,322 
1,214,626 
2,674,379 
1,016,150 
579,966 
9,445,877 


SUGAR   IMPORTS   AND   PRODUCTION. 


The  imports  of  sugar,  molasses,  and  confectionery  into  India  dur- 
ing the  year  1908-9  were  valued  at  $35,384,222.  against  $29,935,607 
in  the  preceding  year.    The  receipts  of  cane  ana  beet  sugar,  showing 
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the  countries  of  origin  and  the  quantities  in  hundredweights  of  112 
pounds,  for  the  two  fiscal  years  are  given  in,  the  following  statement: 


Whence  imported. 

1907-«. 

1908-^. 

Cwt8. 
R.asu 

Whence  imi>orted. 

1907-8. 

1906-9. 

Cane  sugar: 
China      .    . 

Cwis, 
7,340 

Beet  sugar: 

Austria-Hungary 

R^lfri^im  _  . , 

CwU, 

730,265 

1,302 

9,782 

61,879 

832 

1,918,158 
988 

Java 

6,698,669  '    A.m!03a  1 

Mauritius 

2,600,193 
23;587 
26,052 

2,514,440 
19,505 
6,891 

Fran<^  _  _ 

472 

Reunion 

Gflrmany 

3,071 
21,335 

Other  countries 

Other  countries 

Total. 

Total 

9,250,841  1    ft.710.2S0  1 

794,060 

1,944,024 

'      '        1 

It  was  formeriy  the  practice  to  accept  the  coimtry  of  shipment  as 
the  country  of  ongin,  but  now  for  the  first  time  it  is  possible  to  assign 
shipments  to  the  countries  in  which  the  sugar  was  produced.  This 
change  brought  out  some  remarkable  facts,  as,  for  instance,  in  1906-7, 
imder  the  old  system,  Germany  was  credited  with  shipments  of  beet 
sugar  to  India  amounting  to  1,657,679  hundredweight,  while  in 
1908-9  the  shipments  fell  to  3,071  hundredweight.  Austria-Hungary 
made  large  gams,  which  no  doubt  shows  that  nearly  all  thebeet 
sugar  received  from  Germany  was  really  the  product  of  the  former 
country. 

There  is  an  impression  that  the  cultivation  of  sugar  cane  in  India 
is  contracting  seriously  because  of  the  foreign  supplies.  Statistics 
do  not  prove  tliis,  as  the  acreage  of  the  current  year's  crop  is  esti- 
mated at  2,184,000  acres,  against  2,192,700  acres,  the  average  of  the 
last  five  years,  while  the  area  in  1907-8  was  estimated  at  2,639,200 
acres.  Cfrops  are  often  grown  in  small  patches  the  combined  area  of 
which  can  not  be  estima^d.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  difficult  to  imag- 
ine that  imports  of  foreign  sugar  at  the  rate  of  500,000  tons  annual^ 
can  be  continued  without  anecting  the  local  industry  as  a  whole. 
The  great  bulk  of  the  sugar  cane  of  India  is  not  converted  into 
crystalline  sugar,  but  is  consumed  in  the  crude  form.  This  is  more 
nutritious  than  refined  sugar  and  there  is  a  growing  local  demand 
for  it. 

QBAIN   AND  PULSE — TOBACCO — MINERAL  OILS. 

The  imports  of  grain  and  pulse,  etc.,  showed  an  increase  of  $2,811,- 
066,  the  figures  bemg  $1,191,280  for  the  fiscal  year  1907-8  and 
$4,002,346  for  1908-9.  The  quantity  of  these  articles  imported  was 
29,225  and  95,400  tons,  respectively,  for  the  two  years.  The  prin- 
cipal increases  were  in  rice,  from  3,718  to  32,739  tons;  wheat,  12,783 
to  28,948  tons;  flour,  2,436  to  6.651  tons;  and  pulse,  7,878  to  20,827 
tons.  Rice  was  imported  chiefly  from  the  Straits  Settlements,  the 
receipts  from  that  coimtry  amounting  to  30,573  tons,  as  compared 
with  3,176  tons  in  the  previous  year.  The  receipts  of  wheat  from 
Australia  rose  from  3,019  tons  to  19,697  tons. 

The  imports  of  tobacco,  cigars,  and  cigarettes  in  1908-9  were  val- 
ued at  $2,574,379,  as  compared  with  $2,734,973  in  the  previous  year. 
Of  the  imports  in  1908-9,  about  73  per  cent,  or  $1,874,048,  repre- 
sented the  value  of  cigarettes,  as  comparea  with  $1,985,532  for 
1907-8.  Of  the  total  value  of  cigarettes  in  1908-9,  the  United  States 
furnished  $271,551  worth  and  the  United  Kingdom  $1,460,217. 
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Mineral  oils  were  imported  into  India  to  the  value  of  $12,682,099 
in  1908-9,  as  compared  with  $10,360,779  in  the  previous  year.  Of 
this  about  85  per  cent  was  kerosene.  The  United  States  supplied 
over  50  per  cent  of  the  value  of  kerosene  imported  from  foreign 
countries,  increasing  its  sales  from  24,278,000  gallons,  valued  at 
$3,893,200,  in  1907-8  to  33,915,000  gallons,  worth  $5,435,881,  in 
1908-9.  Roumania  takes  second  place  with  16,284,000  gallons,  valued 
at  $1 ,751 ,940,  a  gain  of  584,000  gallons  in  quantity  and  $9,733  in  value. 
In  the  value  of  the  oil,  Sumatra  ranks  third,  followed  by  Straits  Set- 
tlements, Russia,  and  Borneo  in  the  order  named. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  quantitv  and  value  of  foreign 
kerosene  imported,  the  country  of  origin,  and.  also  the  imports  into 
India  proper  from  Burma  for  tne  fiscal  years  1907-8  and  1908-9: 


Country  of  origin. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1907-«. 

1908-9. 

1907-8. 

190B-0. 

United  States 

GaUont. 

24,278,000 
7,944,000 

16,700,000 
9,377,000 
6,068,000 
2,040,000 

GaUont. 
33,916,000 

6,427,000 
16,284,000 

7,004,000 
10,856,000 

9,096,000 

13,893,200 

686,176 

1,742,207 

1,124,162 

506,116 

228,726 

S6, 436, 881 

Borneo 

603  446 

Rounuinift. r ,  -  -  - , 

1,761,940 

Russia 

875,970 

Straits  Settlements 

1,056,080 

Sumatra. ..      .  r - - 

1,090,096 

Total 

66,427,000 
64,666,000 

83,681,000 
62,378,000 

8,180,587 
7,479,811 

10,813,363 

Burma,  coastwise 

7,304,617 

Qrand  total 

129,963,000 

146,860,000 

16,660,396 

18,117,980 

COAL   INDUSTRY — COTTON,    SILK,   AND   WOOL   RECEIPTS. 

Coal  represents  17.2  per  cent  of  the  value  of  raw  materials  imported 
into  India,  the  receipts  amounting  to  $2,668,302  in  1908-9,  fi^ainst 
$1 ,927,164  in  the  previous  year.  About  48  per  cent  of  the  coal  comes 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  32  per  cent  from  Australia,  and  the 
remainder  from  Natal,  Japan,  Portugjuese  East  Africa,  and  Ceylon. 

The  coal  industry  in  Inoia  is  assuming  important  proportions,  the 
output  being  12,149,020  tons  in  1907-8,  as  compared  with  10,526,468 
tons  in  1906-7.  Of  the  total,  11,559,911  tons  were  produced  in 
Burma,  an  increase  of  1,566,563  tons  over  the  preceding  year. 

The  imports  of  raw  cotton  decreased  from  $2,301,855  in  1907-8 
to  $1,722,741  in  1908-9.  About  70  per  cent  of  the  cotton  was  of 
American  origin,  the  remainder  coming  principally  from  Egypt, 
although  some  came  from  Persia. 

There  was  a  falling  off  in  the  receipts  of  cotton  yams  and  of  woven 
and  other  cotton  goods  amounting  to  $32,532,551,  the  imports  being 
valued  at  $155,864,263  in  1907-8  and  $123,331,712  in  1908-9.  The 
United  Kingdom  supplied  about  90  per  cent  of  the  yam,  amount- 
ing to  37,395,000  pounds  out  of  a  total  of  41,520,000  pounds,  valued 
at  $11,840,195,  imported  in  1908-9,  which  was  an  increase  of  3,449,000 
pounds  over  the  previous  year.  The  imports  of  cotton  piece  goods 
amounted  to  1,992,520,000  yards,  valued  at  $104,527,555,  against 
2,531,733,000  yards,  worth  $136,403,129  in  1907-8.  Of  the  total 
imports  in  1908-9,  1,042,290,000  yards  were  unbleached  gray  goods, 
477,750,000  yards  bleached  white  goods,   and  472,480,000  yards 
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colored,  printed,  and  dyed  goods.  The  United  Kingdom  supplied  99 
per  cent  of  the  gray,  97.6  per  cent  of  the  white,  and  93.5  per  cent  of 
the  colored  goods.  The  value  of  the  imports  of  handkerchiefs  and 
shawls  in  the  piece  for  1908-9  was  $1,458,490;  hosiery,  $2,058,530; 
and  thread,  $913,929. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  imports  of  silk  goods,  the  value  being 
$6,926,490  m  1907-8  and  $7,401,460  m  1908-9.  The  imports  of  silk 
piece  goods  from  Japan  rose  from  $2,797,691  to  $2,951,046,  while 
those  from  China  fell  from  $1,377,220  to  $1,367,487.  Woolen  goods, 
which  represent  about  6.7  per  cent  of  the  total  value  of  textiles  im- 
ported into  India,  were  valued  at  $8,978,693  and  $9,445,877,  respec- 
tively, for  the  two  years.  The  United  Kingdom's  share  of  the  im- 
ports in  piece  goods  was  $4,145,772,  a  decrease  of  $508,549  from 
1907-8,  while  Germany  increased  its  sales  from  $1,046,298  to  $1,332,- 
935.  The  number  of  woolen  shawls  imported  increased  from  790,1 18 
in  1906-7  to  2,030,081  in  1908-9. 

mON   AND  STEEL,   MACHINERY,  AND  RAILWAY  MATERIAL. 

The  value  of  iron  and  steel  and  their  manufactures  imported  into 
India  during  1908-9  was  $84,029,875,  against  $86,199,375  for  the 
previous  year.  The  imports  of  iron  and  steel  only,  amounted  to 
610,970  tons,  valued  at  $29^340,129,  as  compared  with  $31,637,117 
in  1907-8.  Under  this  classification  are  included  bars,  sheets,  tubes, 
pipes,  etc. 

In  the  following  statement  are  shown  the  total  imports  of  iron  and 
steel  in  tons,  together  with  the  amount  supplied  by  tne  United  King- 
dom, and  Germany  and  Belgium  combinea: 


ClasB. 


Total  im< 
ports. 


From 
United 

Qom. 


From 
Qermany 
and  Bel- 

glum. 


Angles,  bolts,  rods,  etc 

Bars 

Beams,  etc 

Hoop 

Nall8,etc 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Sheets  and  plates,  galvanized,  etc, 
Another 

Total 


Torn, 

3i,7eo 

154,061 
72,427 
20,606 
16,287 
29,807 

SOS,  536 
82,517 


TofU, 
16,028 
20,368 
53,428 
14,426 
8,320 
25,395 

156,676 
56,845 


roM. 

15,378 
129,245 
18,053 
4,413 
9,803 
423 
46,538 
17,322 


610,970 


345,381 


242,083 


Machinery  and  millwork,  valued  at  $21,466,132,  represented  about 
25  percent  of  the  total  imports  of  iron  and  steel  and  their  manufactures 
into  India  in  1908-9.  The  imports  of  textile  machinery  advanced 
from  $8,540,708  to  $9,509,081.  Of  this  Bengal  took  $4,518,059 
worth  as  compared  with  $3,505,340  in  1907-8.  This  machinery  is 
mainly  devoted  to  the  production  of  jute  goods.  The  cotton  industry 
in  Calcutta  finds  it  hard  to  compete  with  centers  that  possess  a  larger 
choice  of  staples  and  where  tne  standard  of  and  the  demand  for 
labor  are  not  determined  by  the  requirements  of  jute  factories. 
Bombay,  though  enjoying  these  advantages,  now  takes  second  place 
with  textile  machinery,  to  the  value  of  $4,390,556,  a  decrease  of 
$235,539  from  1907-8.    The  value  of  steam  engines  imported  into  sH 
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India  declined  from  $4,468,420  to  $3,522,860.  Electrital  machinery 
and  mining  machinery  both  showed  substantial  progress,  the  imports 
in  1908-9  amounting  to  $1,150,927  and  $401,000,  respectively. 
•  The  imports  of  railway  material  (exclusive  of  material  for  govern- 
ment railways  amounting  to  $14,662,765)  were  valued  at  $24,074,576, 
an  increase  of  $715,376  over  1907-8.  During  the  twelve  months 
774  miles  of  railway  were  opened,  while  2,741  miles  were  under  con- 
struction or  sanctioned  in  April,  1909.  At  that  date  the  total  length 
of  lines  opened  in  India  was  30,983  miles. 

EXPORTS   OF   INDIAN   MERCHANDISE. 

The  exports  of  Indian  merchandise  in  1908-9  represented  about  98 
per  cent  of  the  total  exports  of  merchandise,  valued  at  $496,368,401, 
and  54.6  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  and  exports  of  merchandise. 

The  prmcipal  articles  of  export  for  the  fiscal  years  ended  March  31, 
1908  and  1909,  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Bones,  animal 

Bristles,  etc 

Coffee 

Cotton,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Raw 

Cloth  and  3ram 

Hemp 

Hides  and  skins 

Indigo 

Jutejuid  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Manufactures 

Lac 


1907-^. 


1908-0. 


11,766,550 

498,099 

3,615,810 


83,387,478 
34,931,737 

2,616,085 
35,530,317 

2,068,263 

58,310,403 
59,361,567 
13,246,613 


11,680,087 

665,776 

4,511,246 


64,135,604 
37,428,252 

1,936,342 
40,450,348 

1,591,346 

64,349,730 
51,054,452 
9,066,290 


Articles. 


I 


1907-8. 


Mica 

Oils 

Oilcake,  etc 

Opium 

Provisions 

Pulse,  millet,  etc. 

Rloe 

Seeds 

Silk,  raw 

Spices 

Tea 

Wheat  and  flour. . 
Wood  and  timber. 
Wool 


$1,110,346 

2,783,638 

2,438,896 

28, 138, 103 

2,447,850 

6,564,909 

65,984,874 

54,553,465 

2,058,530 

1,708,142 

33,418,256 

29,671,051 

2,681.442 

6,827,700 


1908-9. 


1617,238 
3,065,895 
2,908,260 

30,332,895 
2,467,316 
2,652,243 

51,550,835 

37,885,703 
1,751,940 
1,897,935 

33,720,660 
6,037,868 
1,868,736 
6,759,560 


For  the  second  time  raw  jute  supplanted  raw  cotton  as  the  single 
export  article  of  largest  value  and,  together  with  its  manufactures,  rep- 
resents a  larger  total  than  cotton  and  its  manufactures.  Raw  jute 
showed  an  increase  from  $58,310,403  to  $64,349,730,  while  jute  manu- 
factures fell  from  $59,361,567  to  $51,054,452.  On  the  other  hand, 
raw  cotton  decreased  from  $83,387,478  to  $64,135,604,  while  cotton 
manufactures  rose  from  $34,931,737  to  $37,428,252. 

Jute  manufactures  represented  42.9  per  cent  of  the  total  value  of 
exports  of  Indian  manufactured  articles,  against  41.2  per  cent  in 
1907-8.  Jute  bags  were  exported  to  the  value  of  $25,198,737,  and 
jute  cloth,  $25,597,790,  as  compared  with $27^500,592  and  $31,447,323, 
respectively  J  in  1907-8.  The  United  States  is  the  largest  single  buyer 
of  lute  fabrics  from  India,  taking  cloth  to  the  value  of  $16,964,619 
ana  bags  worth  $1,753,887  in  1908-9.  AustraUa  buys  the  most  bags, 
the  value  in  1908-9  amounting  to  $5,146,324.  The  purchases  of  jute 
fabrics  by  the  United  Kingdom  fell  from  $3,539,893  to  $3,119,427. 
Shipments  to  Argentina  were  mainly  in  clotn  which  is  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  grain  bags,  the  value  of  which  was  $7,299,750,  com- 

Eared  with  $7,815,599  in  the  previous  year.    Chile,  on  the  other  hand, 
uys  nitrate  bags  ready-made  of  sackmg  quality,  the  value  amoimting 
in  1908-9  to  $1,510,562,  a  decrease  of  $387,373  from  1907-8. 
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COMMEECIAIi  BELATIONS. 


faOTTON   YIELD   AND   SHIPMENTS — WOOL. 

It  was  estimated  that  the  India  cotton  crop  acreage  in  1908-9 
amounted  to  19,740,000  acres,  with  a  yield  of  3,643,000  bales  of  400  • 
pounds  each,  compared  with  21,600,000  acres  and  3,122,000  bales  in 
1907-8  and  22^490,000  acres  and  4,932,700  bales  in  the  previous  year. 
The  average  yield  per  acre  in  1908-9  was  about  74  pounds,  about  one- 
third  the  average  yield  sometimes  obtained  in  the  United  States. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  destination  of  the  cotton  ex- 
ported during  the  fiscal  years  1906-7,  1907-8,  and  1908-9: 


Country. 


1906-7. 


1907-8. 


1909-0. 


Austrta-Hungary . . 

Belghim. 

China 

France 

Qermany 

Italy 

Japan 

Spain 

united  Kingdom.. 
All  other  countries, 

Total 


Cwt. 

619,000 
1,102,000 

166,000 

560,000 
1,663,000 

874.000 
1,729,000 

139,000 

452,000 
97,000 


Owt. 

622,000 

1,254,000 

135,000 

625,000 

1,880,000 

1,060,000 

2,245,000 

157,000 

453,000 

131,000 


Cwt. 
380,000 
966,000 
216,000 
456,000 

1,137,000 
851,000 

2,223,000 
107,000 
383,000 
89,000 


7,401,000 


8,502,000 


6,708,000 


Yam  represented  83.9  per  cent  of  the  total  exports  of  cotton  goods, 
reaching  a  value  of  $31,406,932.  The  shipments  to  Chma  amounted 
to  $27,709,851,  or  about  88  per  cent  of  the  total  value,  against  74  per 
cent  in  1907-8.  On  the  other  hand,  the  exports  of  yam  to  countries 
other  than  China  showed  a  falling  off.  The  trade  with  the  Levant 
and  Black  Sea  fell  from  8,944,280  to  7,450.046  pounds,  Turkey  in 
Asia  from  1,925,784  to  454,240  pounds,  and  Egypt  from  3,017,176 
to  2,089,420  pounds. 

Gray  goods,  valued  at  $2,063,396,  represented  37.3  per  cent  of  the 
piece  goods.  The  quMitity  produced  during  the  year  was  43,572,079 
yards,  of  which  Chma  took  3,647,394  yards.  East  Africa  15,092,964 
yards,  Asiatic  Turkey  8,809.347  yards,  ana  Aden  7,954,014  yards. 
Dyed  and  printed  cloths  are  snipped  mainly  from  Madras  and  Bombay 
to  the  Straits  Settlements,  Ceylon,  and  the  PhiUppine  Islacnds,  the 
value  amounting  to  $2,495,541  ana  $408,786,  respJectively,  from  the 
two  places. 

The  number  of  employees  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
goods  increased  from  220,363  to  231,758,  mills  from  223  to  225,  spin- 
dles from  5,696,994  to  5,875,798,  and  looms  from  65,307  to  72,931. 
The  average  annual  production  of  rice  has  advanced  from  53,191,260 
to  54,798,763  pounds. 

The  shipments  of  wool,  valued  at  $6,827,700  in  1907-8,  fell  to 
$6,759,569  in  1908-9,  although  the  quantity  increased  from  39.800,000 
to  43,400,000  pounds.  The  United  Kingdom  took  almost  tne  same 
value  of  wool  m  1908-9  as  in  1907-8,  amounting  to  $6,640,339  and 
$6,645,693,  respectively.  The  exports  to  the  United  States  remained 
at  a  low  level,  oeing  valued  at  omy  $87,597. 

UNITED   KINGDOM   LARGEST  PUBOHASEB  OF  TEA. 

There  were  548,127  acres  planted  in  tea,  producing  247,477,324 
pounds  in  1908,  as  compared  with  538,818  acres,  producing  248,020,397 
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pounds  in  1907,  and  532,208  acres,  producing  241,403,510  pounds  in 
1906.  Of  the  total  acreage  in  1908,  433,290  acres,  or  79  per  cent, 
were  situated  in  Eastern  Bengal  and  Assam,  which,  with  Bengal 

S roper,  represented  89  per  cent  of  the  whole,  the  balance  being 
ivided  among  Northern  India  with  17,479  acres,  Southern  India 
with  41,729  acres,  and  Burma  with  1,724  acres. 

In  1908-9  the  quantity  of  Indian  tea  exported  was  233,962,000 
pounds,  valued  at  $33,720,669,  against  227,022,000  pounds,  worth 
133^418,256,  in  the  previous  year.  The  exports  of  tea,  by  countries, 
durmg  the  fiscal  years  1907-8  and  1908-9  were  as  follows: 


Country. 

1907-8. 

1908-9. 

Country. 

1907-«. 

1908-«. 

United  States 

Pounds. 
2,086,000 
10,977,000 
4,844,000 
8,881,000 
7,502,000 
1,578,000 

Pounds. 
2,139,000 
8,998,000 
7,028  000 
4,286,000 
•  6,770,000 
906,000 

Russia 

Pounds. 
15,407,000 

3,504,000 
169,326,000 

2,918,000 

Pounds. 
18,552,000 
3,293,000 

Australia      

Turkey  in  Asia 

Canada 

Ceylon 

United  Kingdom 

other  countries 

177,259,000 
4,731,000 

China 

!           Total 

Persia'......!. 

227,022,000 

233,962,000 

1 

HIDES   AND   SKINS — LAC   AND   SEEDS. 

Raw  hides  and  skins  represented  5.6  per  cent  of  the  entire  exports 
of  Indian  produce.  The  earlier  part  of  1908  was  marked  by  a  heavy 
fall  in  the  value  of  hides,  and  not  till  summer  did  a  reaction  set  in. 
The  shipments  of  hides  and  skins,  raw  and  tanned,  increased  from 
$35,530,317  in  1907-8  to  $40,450,348  in  1908-9.  Of  the  exports  of  raw 
hides  and  skins  valued  at  $27,055,307  in  1908-9  the  United  States 
took  $10,531,106  worth,  Germany  $6,477,312,  Italy  $2,769,039. 
Austria-Hungary  $2,289,688,  the  United  Kingdom  $1,482,33^,  and 
France  $841,905.  The  value  of  the  tanned  hides  and  skins  exported 
was  $13,395,041,  most  of  which  were  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  exports  of  lac  showed  a  decrease  of  $4,180,323,  the  shipments 
amountmg  to  $13,246,613  in  1907-8  and  $9,066,290  in  1908-9. 
This  article  is  used  in  the  electrical  industry,  also  in  the  manufacture 
of  high-class  varnish,  of  hats,  and  of  records  for  gramophones  and 
talking  machines.  The  United  States  maintains  its  position  as  the 
principal  buyer  of  shellac  and  button  lac,  with  a  total  value  of 
$3^05,103  in  1908-9  as  compared  with  $4,361,844  in  1907-8. 

There  was  a  falling  off  in  the  exports  of  seeds,  amounting  to 
$16,667,762,  the  shipments  being  valued  at  $54,553,465  in  1907-8, 
and  $37,885,703  in  1908-9.  The  oil-seed  trade  in  some  of  its  branches 
is  feeling  the  competition  of  the  soya  bean  shipped  from  China  and 
Japan,  but  as  tlus  plant  is  cultivated  in  India  efforts  will  be  made  to 
develop  the  supply.  The  value  of  the  principal  seeds  exported  was 
asfoUows:  Lmseed, $8,292,516;  rape, $7,689,070;  cotton, $4,528,188; 
sesamum,  $5,275,286;  groundnut,  $4,379,850;  castor,  $3,430,823, 
and  poppy,  $2,691,175.  Linseed  goes  cniefly  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
France,  and  Italy;  rape  seed  to  Germany,  Belgium,  and  France;  sesa- 
mum to  Austria-Hungary  and  France;  cotton  and  castor  seeds  to  the 
United  Kingdom;  poppy  seed  to  Belgium  and  France,  and  ground- 
nuts to  France.  Or  the  exports  of  oil  seeds,  Bombay  shipped 
$20,074,313  worth,  Bengal  $8,015,126,  Madras  $4,934,631,  and  Bind 
$4,404,183. 
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COMMERCIAL  BELATI0K8. 


OPIUM,  BICE,  WHEAT,  AND  FLOUB. 

The  area  under  poppy  in  the  Bihar  and  Benares  agencies  was  re- 
duced from  505,956  to  392,419  acres.  The  number  of  chests  of  Bengal 
opium  offered  for  sale  in  1908  was  46,800  as  compared  with  50,400  in 
1907  and  10,800  for  the  first  three  months  of  1909.  The  value  of 
the  opium  exported  during  the  fiscal  year  1907-8  was  $28,138,103 
and  in  1908-9  $30,332,895.  Most  of  the  opium  goes  to  Hongkong, 
Straits  Settlements,  and  China. 

Rice  formed  85.6  per  cent  of  the  total  value  of  food  grains  exported 
from  India  in  1908-9,  against  64.5  per  cent  in  1907-8.  The  exports, 
however,  fell  in  value  from  $65,984,874  to  $51,550,835.  Ceylon  is 
the  largest  single  purchaser  of  Indian  rice,  taking  $10,414,310  worth, 
agamst  $11,290,280  in  1907-8. 

The  wheat  crop  of  India  for  1908-9  was  estimated  at  25,836,000 
acres,  yielding  7,580,800  tons.  The  shipments  of  wheat  dropped  in 
value  from  $27,836,380  m  1907-8  to  $4,347,245  m  1908-9.  The 
cause  of  this  decrease  was  disastrous  rainfalls.  Sowing  of  all  kinds 
was  contracted,  and  wheat  in  many  places  was  displaced  by  food 
crops  capable  of  earUer  maturity.  Famine  conditions  existed  over 
wide  tracts,  and  much  of  the  reduced  wheat  crop  that  might  have 
been  available  for  export  was  diverted  to  serve  internal  demand. 
The  value  of  the  exports  of  wheat  flour  for  1908-9  was  $1,690,623, 
against  $1,834,671  in  the  previous  year. 


BOMBAY. 

By  Consul  E.  Haldeman  Dennison. 

The 'total  sea-borne  trade  of  Bombay  for  1908  showed  a  consider- 
able advance  even  over  the  large  figures  of  the  previous  year,  the 
increase  in  value  being  $32,938,447.  The  imports  forged  ahead  by 
$22,501,591  and  the  exports  $10,436,856.  The  expansion  of  tracfe 
was  spread  over  all  the  principal  articles  that  go  to  make  up  the 
import  trade  of  Bombay.  No  aoubt  a  part  of  this  large  increase  was 
due  to  a  rise  in  prices,  but  the  very  fact  that  this  ride  in  prices  was 
not  able  to  restrict  the  volume  of  trade  is  an  indication  of  the  healthy 
and  prosperous  condition  of  the  country.  Besides  the  large  increases 
in  articles  of  luxurv  and  comfort,  heavy  imports  of  raw  materials, 
machinery,  especially  textile  and  mining,  and  railway  material  attest 
to  the  steady  industrial  progress  of  the  port. 

In  the  following  statement  is  shown  the  value  of  the  imports  and 
exports  of  the  port  of  Bombay  for  the  past  three  years,  excluding 
treasure,  government  stores,  and  reimports. 


Trade. 

1006. 

1907. 

1908. 

Imports 

$121,731,306 
152,446,924 

1126,846,760 
142,542,784 

$149, 350, 341 

Exports -  - 

152,979,640 

Total 

274, 178, 230 

269,391,534 

302,329,981 
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The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  imports,  by  articles, 
into  Bombay  during  1907  and  1908: 


Articles. 


Apparel 

Animals,  live 

Aims  and  ammunition. . 

Art.  works  of 

Building  material 

Candles 

Carriages  and  carts 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and 
dyes: 

Chemicals 

Drugs   and    medi- 
cines  

Dyeing  and  tanning 

materials 

Clocks  and  watches 

Coal 

Cotton,  and  raanulao- 
tures  of  : 

Raw 

Twist  and  yam 

All  other 

Earthenware  and  porce- 

lahi 

Fibers: 

Cordage 

Flax,  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Jute,  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Fireworks 

Glass  and  glassware 

Grain  and  pulse 

Gums  and  resins 

Hardware  and  cutlery. . 

Hides  and  skins 

Hops 

India  rubber 

Instruments  and  appa- 
ratus  

Ivory 

Jewelry 

Leather,  and  manufiac- 
tures  of 


S2, 921, 343 
704,468 
161,372 
112,637 
560,206 
56,332 
1,576,806 


746,466 

1,248,203 

2,279,888 

274,761 

1,404,253 


1.500,079 

3,068,393 

35,481,096 

409,035 

98,216 

201,338 

132,752 
174,907 

1,868,036 
659,318 
390,478 

3,375,308 
489.828 
41,334 
132,096 

1,400,010 

493,679 

3,131,453 

625,188 


1908. 


Articles. 


1907. 


13,425,390 
506,046 
236,694 
92,149 
689,464 
74,929 
1,999,070 


768,681 

1,332,093 

2,419,374 

293,672 

1,515,760 


2,337,804 

3,947,138 

39,331,140 


113,057 

310,094 

115,478 
168,322 

2,547,320 
860,566 
376,670 

3,942,639 
346,049 
36,684  , 
158,983  ' 

1,614,192 

614, 170 

2,574,661 

747,714 


Machinery    and    mill- 
work 

Matches 

Metals,  and  manufiac- 

tin-es  of 

Oils 

Oilcloth 

PaiAts  and  colors 

Paper,   and    manufac- 
tures of: 
Books  and  printed 

matter 

Stationery 

AU  other 

Provisions 

Railway  plant  and  roll- 
ing stock 

Seeds 

Silk,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Raw 

Manufactures .^ 

Soap 

Spices 

Spirits,  wines,  etc 

Sugar 

TaUow 

Tea 

Tobacco,  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Toys,  etc 

Umbrellas 

Wood,   and    manufac- 
tives  of: 

Furniture 

AU  other 

Wool,    and    manuf^- 

tures  of 

All  other  articles 

Parcels  post 


Total. 


98,606,173 
613,446 

10,485,163 

2,504,946 

98,323 

712,484 


482,074 

642,980 

1,234,303 

3,146,663 

3.023,763 
91,671 


1,529,625 

4,129,091 

423,444 

1,177,613 

1.939,116 

10,029,795 

188.399 

442,107 

372,600 
399,064 
250,900 


207,079 
1,827,170 

3,063,768 
1,451,684 
1,988.088 


126,848,760 


1908. 


19,816,493 
688,497 

12,633,570 

3,103,843 

154,918 

740,236 


662,306 

719, 100 

1,424,760 

3,445,841 

8,289,128 
114,178 


2,676,177 

4,763,112 

550,097 

1,534,100 

1,960,660 

9,957.223 

260,162 

636,934 

401,620 
477,362 
406,006 


280.416 
1,637,915 

4,231,386 
1,773.960 
2,321.712 


149,350.341 


IMPORTS   OF   FOOD    AND   DRINK. 

The  increase  in  the  value  of  grain  and  pulse  is  accounted  for  by 
the  advance  in  the  price  of  food  grains — pulse,  rice,  wheat,  and  wheat 
flour  showing  increases.  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  whereas  Bombay 
gets  most  of  its  wheat  from  Asiatic  Turkey  nearly  all  the  wheat  flour 
comes  from  Hongkong,  which  indicates  that  the  Chinese  are  adapting 
themselves  to  modern  machinery. 

The  United  Kingdom^s  share  in  the  trade  of  spirits,  wines,  and 
malt  liquors  is  about  65  per  cent,  while  that  of  France  is  about  21 

[)er  cent.     German  whisty,  which   at  one  time  was  imported  in 
arge  quantities  into  this  market,  has  considerably  diminished. 

Dates  and  almonds  constituted  more  than  one-half  of  the  total 
imports  of  provisions.  The  almond  crop  of  France  was  exceptionally 
good  and  the  imports  from  that  countrv  mcreased  $326^000.  Imports 
from  Persia  decreased  $30,000,  while  those  from  Italy  increased 
nearly  $50,000.  The  total  imports  of  dmonds  amounted  to  $792,670. 
Imports  of  dates,  though  larger  in  quantitv,  were  less  in  value, 
amounting  to  $1,167,000.  These  come  from  Asiatic  Turkey,  Maskat, 
and  Persia. 
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The  imports  of  spices  increased  considerably  in  value  in  spite  of  a 
heaw  drop  in  the  value  of  betel  nuts.  The  Indian  betel  crop  was 
satisfactory  and  therefore  the  produce  of  Ceylon  could  be  dispensed 
with.  The  imports  of  cloves  advanced  to  $821,350,  an  increase  of 
over  $300,000.  Cardamoms,  ginger,  nutmegs,  and  pepper  all  showed 
increases. 

The  bulk  of  the  imports  of  foreign  tea  is  received  in  Bombay  for 
reexport,  principally  to  Persia  and  Turkey  in  Asia.  Bombay  is  the 
emporium  for  the  distribution  of  both  foreim  and  Indian  tea  to  the 
eastern  market.  The  consumption  of  Indian  tea,  owing  to  the 
strenuous  efforts  of  the  tea  cess  committee,  is  steadily  increasing  in 
the  European  market.  Russia  buys  largely  in  Calcutta  instead  of 
London. 

The  imports  of  sugar  in  1908  were  4  per  cent  less  in  quantity, 
though  the  value  was  nearly  the  same  as  in  1907.  The  feature 
of  the  trade  was  the  increase  in  cane  and  decrease  in  beet  sugar. 
Java  cane  sugar,  which  under  normal  conditions  would  have  found  a 
market  in  America,  had  to  find  its  way  into  India,  because  of  the 
money  stringency  in  the  former  country,  and  advanced  from 
$1,013,338  to  $2,564,411  in  value.  Mauritius  supplied  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  total  imports,  with  Java,  Austria-Hungary,  and  Ger- 
many following  in  the  order  named. 

METALS   AND   METAL   MANUFACTURES. 

The  values  of  the  imports  of  metals  and  manufactures  thereof  were 
as  follows  for  1907  and  1908: 


Articles. 


Brass 

Copper 

German  silver 

Iron 

Lead 

Quicksilver. . . 


1907. 


$113,449 

2,678,477 

248,466 

3,084,822 

56,788 

66,877 


1906. 


$166,311 

3,576,393 

375,670 

3,071,373 

98,614 

44,270 


Articles. 


Steel 

Tin 

Zinc 

other  metals 

Total.. 


1907. 


13,499,216 
390,989 
255,383 
90,696 


10,485,163 


1906. 


$4,440,608 
518,797 
152,790 
179,744 


12,633,670 


The  increase  in  the  value  of  metals  for  1908  was  $2,148,407.  This 
was  due  to  the  purchases  of  the  previous  year  at  high  figures  coming 
forward  in  1908.  Of  the  total  unports  of  $12,633,570,  the  share  of 
the  United  States  was  $204,445,  United  Kingdom  $7,101,543,  Bel- 
gium $2,864,509,  and  Germany  $1,339,136. 

The  manufactures  of  metals  consist  mainly  of  hardware,  cutlery, 
and  sewing  machines.  The  value  of  the  imports  in  this  line  in  1908 
from  the  several  countries  was  as  follows:  United  States,  $154,377; 
United  Kmgdom,  $2,188,935;  Germany,  $933,841;  Belgium,  $251,388; 
Austria-Hungary,  $241,192,  and  other  countries,  $172,806. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  imports  of  brass,  especially  in  tiiin 
sheets  and  wire.  In  the  early  part  of  1907  the  price  of  copper  had 
risen  to  $545.04  per  ton  and  the  American  brokers  attracted  all  the 
available  supply  from  Chile,  Japan,  and  Australia.  The  high  range 
of  values  stimulated  production  in  America  and  then  ensuecTa  strug- 
gle between  the  producers  and  consumers  as  to  who  should  pay 
higher  or  accept  lower  prices.     The  monetary  crisis  and  consequent 
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recession  of  trade  helped  the  consumers,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
electrolyte  copper  was  sold  to  Qiina  at  very  low  rates,  with  the  result 
that  pnces  dropped  to  $265.22  per  ton  in  October,  1907,  the  lowest 
point  touched.     Since  then,  after  various  attempts  to  raise  them, 

f rices  have  kept  in  the  neighborhood  of  $291.99  per  ton.  The 
ndian  buyer  wno  appreciates  copper  as  a  form  of  investment  in  a 
good  year  was  not  slow  to  take  advantage  of  the  collapse  in  the  prices 
and  recouped  himseJf  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

Large  business  was  done  in  German  silver  in  anticipation  of  higher 
prices,  the  increase  in  imports  amoimting  to  51  per  cent.  But  the 
collapse  in  copper  prices  upset  calculations  and  importers  lost  heavily 
on  their  purcnases. 

There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  imports  of  iron  into  Bombay 
during  1908.  Two  items  that  showed  losses  were  bar  iron  and  cor- 
rugated iron  sheets.  The  loss  in  bar  iron  was  made  up  by  larger 
imports  of  the  same  description  in  steel.  The  importation  of  cor- 
rugated iron  sheets  was  overdone  in  1907  and  stocks  could  not  be 
worked  off.  Pipes  and  tubes  still  further  increased  by  $122,670  and 
bolts  and  nuts  by  $47,340.  Pi^  iron  went  up  57  per  cent.  This 
shows  that  local  industries  are  using  this  raw  material  in  large  quan- 
tities. There  was  an  increase  of  $1,000,392  in  the  imports  or  steel  in 
1908. 

Improvement  in  imports  of  copper  generally  affects  the  tin  trade 
in  India,  and  the  imports  of  the  latter  metal  increased  about  44  per 
cent  in  quantity. 

MLACHINERY    AXD   MILLWORK— RAILWAY   PLANT. 

The  increase  of  $1,220,320  over  1907  in  the  imports  of  machinery 
and  millwork  shows  the  steady  industrial  progress  of  the  country. 
The  increase  was  almost  entirely  absorbed  by  textile  machinery. 
All  other  descriptions  showed  small  advances  except  electrical  appu- 
anoes,  which  suffered  a  setback  after  the  laree  imports  of  the  previous 
year.  The  share  of  the  United  States  in  tnis  group  was  $90,782,  of 
which  textile  machinery  amoimted  to  only  $990  out  of  a  total  of 
$4,757,960. 

The  imports  of  railwav  plant  and  rolling  stock  showed  an  excep- 
tional increase  in  value,  being  $8,289,128,  against  $3,023,753  in  1907. 
Except  wooden  sleepers,  materials  in  tnis  line  showed  substantial 
increases.  Carriages,  trucks,  and  parts  thereof  absorbed  the  large 
sum  of  $2,700,000  of  the  increase  and  locomotives  $1,343,340.  Thus, 
out  of  an  increase  of  $5,265,375,  $4,043,340  was  for  transport — 
wagons,  etc. — the  inadequacy  of  which  has  been  a  constant  source 
of  complaint  by  the  mercantile  community.  The  United  Elingdom 
supplied  94  per  cent  of  this  trade.  All  the  locomotives,  valued  at 
$1,736,154,  are  included  in  the  English  imports.  India  is  said  to 
have  supplied  English  manufacturers  with  orders  for  500  locomotives 
during  the  year. 

IMPORTS  OF   CHEMICALS,    DYES,    MEDICINBS,    ETC. 

There  was  an  increase  of  $22,225  in  the  imports  of  chemicals  in 
1908.  Drugs  and  medicines  advanced  from  $1,248,203  in  1907  to 
$1,332,093  m  1908,  the  increase  being  principally  in  asafetida  and 
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camphor.  The  imports  of  cigarettes  advanced  $47,542,  making  a 
total  of  $273,612  for  1908.  The  popularity  of  cigarettes  is  steadily 
increasing. 

Dyeing  and  tanning  materials  consist  principally  of  alizarin  and 
anilme  dyes,  which  increased  to  $790,544  and  $1,239,251,  respectively, 
the  shipments  to  Bombay  being  distributed  all  over  the  country. 

The  imports  of  kerosene  increased  from  17,548,821  gallons,  valued 
at  $1,944,237,  in  1907,  to  18,135,502  gallons^  valued  at  $2,203,178.  in 
1908,  the  first  time  in  the  past  five  years  m  which  an  increase  nas 
occurred.  The  imports  consisted  principallv  of  oil  in  bulk.  Rou- 
mania  suppUed  9,034,305  gallons,  valuedf  at  $955,637;  Russia, 
6,260,619  gallons,  valued  at  $714,056,  and  the  United  States,  2,725,916 
gallons,  vSued  at  $514,156.  Burma  oil  is  cutting  into  the  foreign 
oil  trade  enormously,  each  succeeding  year  showing  a  substantial 
increase  in  shipments  into  Bombay,  amounting  to  12^738,841  gallons 
in  1908,  valued  at  $1,977,697.  This  oil,  of  course,  is  subject  to  no 
duty,  while  competing  oil  has  to  pay  5  per  cent.  The  total  output 
of  the  Burma  fields  amounts  to  almost  150,000,000  gallons  annually. 

There  was  an  increase  of  almost  $1,500,000  in  the  imports  of  raw 
materials,  the  total  reaching  $12,482,223.  This  would  have  been 
much  larger  but  for  the  heavy  drop  of  $563,272  in  precious  stones 
and  pearls. 

The  imports  of  foreign  coal  increased  16,007  tons,  with  a  total  of 
236,593  tons,  valued  at  $1,515,760,  for  1908,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
receipts  of  Indian  coal  approached  those  of  the  previous  year,  which 
were  exceptionally  large  and  in  1908  amounted  to  930,088  tons.  The 
United  Kingdom  suppUed  two-thirds  of  the  foreign  shipments.  A 
new  feature  of  this  year's  trade  was  the  commencement  of  coal 
importations  from  Natal. 

The  imports  of  cotton  for  1908  were  valued  at  $2,337,804.  Ship- 
ments of  American  cotton  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  of  Egyptian 
cotton  both  showed  advances.  The  increase  in  cotton  imports  was 
due  to  the  fall  in  price  caused  by  the  financial  crisis  in  America  and 
to  the  bad  condition  of  the  China  market,  which  resulted  in  the  local 
mill  owners  turning  their  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  a  fine  yam, 
and  this  created  a  demand  for  American  cotton. 

Hides  showed  an  increase  of  $57, 190,  but  imports  of  skins  decreased. 
Ivory  showed  an  increase  of  $120,491  for  1908.  The  imports  of  raw 
silk  mcreased  from  $1,529,625  in  1907  to  $2,676,177  in  1908.  Tallow 
showed  an  increase  or  $61,763  for  1908.  It  is  used  largely  in  sizing 
preparations,  the  bulk  coming  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  Aus- 
tralia. The  imports  of  wool  for  1908  were  valued  at  $215,196. 
against  $169,038  for  1907,  nearly  all  coming  from  Persia.  Raw  wool 
is  cleaned  and  classified,  then  reexported  to  Europe. 

MANUFACTURED    ARTICLES. 

With  an  increase  in  value  of  over  $10,000,000  the  imports  of  man- 
ufactured articles,  which  comprise  more  than  half  of  the  total  imports, 
amounted  to  $74,859,992.  Yam  and  textile  fabrics  advanced  to 
$52,509,406,  an  increase  of  $6,606,445,  while  the  balance  of  $22,350,586 
is  divided  between  apparel  and  other  articles,  the  value  of  eacn  of 
which  has  increased  approximately  6  per  cent. 
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The  following  table  gives  a  comparison  between  the  principal 
counts  impnortea  into  Bombay  and  the  same  counts  locally  produced, 
together  with  the  total  local  produce  of  all  counts: 


Yam  imported. 

Yam  locally  produced. 

Year. 

26flto30B. 

Slsand 
upward. 

Total. 

26flto308. 

Slsand 
upward. 

Total,  all 
counts. 

1906 

Pound*. 
4,290,000 
1,710,000 
1,600,000 

Pound*. 
7,890,000 
8,300,000 
9,160,000 

Pound*. 
12,180,000 
10,010,000 
10,760,000 

Pound*. 
26,760,000 
27,040,000 
28,360,000 

Pound*. 
16,030,000 
17,200,000 
22,920,000 

Pound*. 
491,000,000 
473,000,000 
457,000,000 

1907 

1908 

In  the  quantities  of  the  different  counts  of  yam  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  was  a  slight  drop  from  1,710,000  pounds  to  1,600,000  pounds 
in  26s  to  30s,  whereas  imports  of  31s  and  upward  advanced  from 
8,300,000  pounds  to  9,150,000  pounds.  The  figure  in  26s  to  30s  is 
more  than  the  average  of  the  past  five  years,  excluding  the  abnormal 
year  of  1905,  and  the  drop  is  confined  to  colored  vam.  probably  owing 
to  yams  now  being  dyed  in  large  quantities  locally.  The  United 
Kingdom  furnished  92  per  cent  of  foreign  yams. 

COTTON  PIECE  GOODS — SILK  AND   WOOL. 

With  an  increase  of  $3,731,668,  the  total  value  of  imports  of  cotton 
piece  goods  reached  $36,379,742.  This  gain  was  in  white  and  colored 
goods,  the  value  of  which  increased  $4,205,730  and  $2,345,706,  respec- 
tively, and  thus  counteracted  the  heavy  fall  of  $2,819,868  in  grays. 

In  the  following  table  the  imports  of  grays,  whites,  and  colored 
piece  goods  in  1908  are  compared  with  those  in  1907: 


Class. 

1907. 

1908. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Gray 

Yard*. 
244,600,937 
170,368,836 
198,889,125 

911,932,460 
8,304,830 
12,410,884 

Yard*. 
188,616,407 
234,927,228 
216,647,878 

99,112,502 
12,510,660 
14,756,500 

White 

Colored 

There  was  a  decrease  of  nearly  56,000,000  yards  in  the  imports  of 
grays.  Dhooties,  sarries,  and  scarbes  decreased  from  43,000,000  to 
21,000,000  yards.  The  heavier  classes  of  gray  goods  showed  further 
decreases,  shirting  having  declined  from  135,000,000  to  106,000,000 
yards. 

The  imports  of  white  piece  goods  in  1908  amoimted  to  235,000,000 
yards.  There  was  an  increase  of  1 8 ,000,000  yards  in  the  imports  of  col- 
ored pjiece  goods,  the  United  Kingdom  supplying  95  per  cent.  Hand- 
kerchiefs decreased,  being  valued  at  $585,580,  against  $753,670  in  1907. 
The  imports  of  shawls  and  hosiery  increased,  Japan  supplying  about 
55  per  cent.  Japanese  goods  have  obtained  a  nrm  footmg  in  Bom- 
bay, a  successful  imitation  of  Eiu-opean  goods  having  brought  about 
increased  imports  from  that  country. 
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Next  to  cotton  piece  goods  in  importance  are  the  imports  of  silk 
and  wool  manufactm'es.  There  was  an  increase  of  $634,021  in  the 
imports  of  silk  manufactures,  and  woolen  manufactures  increased 
from  $2,884,720  in  1907  to  $4,016,190  in  1908,  the  principal  articles 
being  carpets  and  rugs,  hosiery,  piece  goods,  snawls,  yam,  and  knit- 
ting wool.  In  carpets  and  rugs  the  Englisn  makers  are  successful 
in  moitating  the  characteristics  of  the  oriental  wares  at  much  cheaper 
rates. 

The  total  imports  of  apparel  for  1908  were  $3,425,390,  against 
$2,921,343  in  1907.  There  was  a  decrease  in  the  imports  of  hats, 
while  boots  and  shoes  advanced. 

EXPORTS   OF  INDIAN   MERCHANDISE. 

The  exports  of  Indian  produce  and  manufactures  increased 
$10,436,856  over  1907,  the  principal  articles  being  raw  cotton  and 
seeos,  while  the  exports  of  yarn  and  textile  fabrics  declined.  The 
following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  exported  dur- 
ing 1907  and  1908: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Apparel 

1196,827 
104,744 

52,166,358 

83,802,195 

3,012,986 

341,433 

1,263,186 

6,349,271 

686,128 

968,166 
196,883 
496,940 
179,679 

4.883,804 
227,916 

3.467,796 

1191,972 
127,798 

69,546,318 
28,836,677 
3,009,964 

407,664 

1,808,920 

7,612,966 

660,134 

1,422,310 
248,190 
687,670 
226,502 

6,048,368 
233.030 

3,108,017 

Horn  and  horn  meal. . 
Metals 

$270,991 

2,827,074 

212,490 

516,888 

23,831,619 

425,984 
425,216 
106,698 
271,671 
68.831 

110,904 
131,650 

3,727,736 
244,664 
808,899 

1,248,368 

1240,336 

Books    and    printed 

2,672,876 

matter 

Oils 

262,406 

Cotton,  and  manufao- 

Provisions 

664,640 

tures  of: 

Seeds 

28,903,385 

Raw 

Silk,   and   manulBo- 
tures  of 

Twist  and  yam. . . 

650,185 

Another 

Spices 

644,681 

Dmfli  and  dyes: 
Druss  and  nar- 
cotics  

Sosar 

80,125 

Tea 

380,391 

Toys,  etc 

67,067 

Dyeing  and  tan- 
ning materials. . 
Opium 

•Wood,  manufactures 
of: 

Furniture 

AU  other 

103,752 

Fertnlser 

86,237 

Fibers,  and  manufec- 
tures  of: 

Hemp,  raw 

Another 

Wool,  and  manufac- 
tures of  : 
Raw 

3,181,834 

Manufactures 

AU  other  articles 

Parcels  post 

310,783 

Fodder,  bran,  etc 

Fruits  and  vegetables . 

Grain  and  pulse 

Qums  and  resins 

719,561 
1,298,205 

Total 

142.642,784 

152,979,640 

Hides  and  skins 

ARTICLES   OF  FOOD — METALS. 

The  values  of  the  following  articles  each  showed  a  gain  of  the 
amount  stated:  Grain  and  pulse,  $164,554*  provisions,  $147,752; 
spices,  $119,315,  and  tea,  $108,820.  The  chief  markets  for  grain 
and  pulse  are  the  east  coast  of  Africa,  Aden,  and  the  Persian  Gulf, 
which  absorb  over  60  per  cent  of  the  exports.  The  grain  and  pulse 
exported  in  1908  consisted  of  wheat,  the  total  value  of  which  was 
$927,850;  wheat  flour,  $1,457,871;  rice,  $1,126,981;  grain,  $155,756, 
and  other  articles,  $1,379,900. 

Manganese  ore  forms  about  87  per  cent  of  the  total  exports  of 
metals,  the  remainder  being  dividea  between  copper  and  brass.  The 
quantity  and  value  of  manganese  ore  shipped  to  the  principal 
countries  during  1907  and  1908  were  as  follows: 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ASIA:  BBITISH  INDIA. 


589 


1907. 

1908. 

Country. 

Hundred- 
weight. 

Value. 

$544,600 
450,706 
680,270 
igo.758 

Hundred- 
weight. 

Value. 

United  States 

2,178,400 

1,392,259 

2,845,203 

595,001 

2,416,600 
1,849,181 
2,192,582 
1,228,941 

$604,150 

B^^gfum , . 

652,850 

United  Kingdom 

657,031 

Other  countries 

370, 107 

Total 

7,010,863       1.875.334 

7,687,304  1      2.284.1.^ 

' 

DRUGS   AND   DYES — RAW   MATERIALS. 

There  was  an  increase  of  $1,263,685  in  the  value  of  the  exports  of 
opium.  This  increase  is  a  temporary  advance  in  view  of  the  deter- 
mination of  the  British  Government  to  restrict  the  cultivation  of  the 
poppy  and  the  exportation  of  this  drug.  The  increase  of  $545,735 
m  clyeing  and  tanning  materials^  the  principal  article  being  indigo. 
is  due  to  the  introduction  of  the  Java-Natal  seed,  which  has  producea 
satisfactory  results. 

The  exports  of  raw  materials  and  unmanufactured  articles  showed 
a  gain  over  1907.  The  following  were  the  gains  made  by  the  principal 
articles:  Cotton,  $7,389,955;  hemp,  $464,144,  and  seeds,  $5,071,766. 
The  exports  of  hides  and  skins  declined  $364,779  and  wool  $545,902. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  exports  of  raw 
cotton  from  Bombay  during  1907  and  1908: 


Country. 

1907. 

1908. 

Country. 

1907. 

1908. 

Anstrii^HiuigBry 

$5,480,240 
6,382,242 
1,160,950 
4,750,706 
7,704,525 
7,427,644 

15,279,335 

$5,309,655 
6,270,685 
982,542 
5,063,247 
0,818,461 
7,725,648 

20,415,440 

Russia 

S  pain 

$133,066 

1.235,327 

2,192,511 

400,813 

$102,670 

SeleluTn .,,-.-,, 

1,326,575 

nhlmt     , , 

United  Kingdom 

2,070,330 
461.060 

Frwice 

All  other  countries 

Total 

OCTTDMIV 

ItMlv.... ................. 

52,156,358 

59,546,313 

JftPftn ....   

1 

Seeds  follow  raw  cotton  in  value  of  exports.  The  following  table 
shows  the  value  of  the  seeds  exported  to  the  several  coimtries  during 
1907  and  1908: 


Articles  and  countries. 

1907. 

1908. 

$766,542  1 
2,676,791 
295,425 
1,492,318  1 
406,813  1 
181,604  1 
201,362  1 

Articles  and  countries. 

1907. 

1908. 

LInaeed: 

Beletum 

$496,110 
1,867,(M8 
464,699 
1,344,066 
42,982 
67,759 
358,989 

Rape: 

BelElum 

$591,646 
956,510 
491,428 
133.330 

$2,160,066 
1,514,083 

France 

France 

Germany 

1,475,768 

Italy.... 

Tinlted  Itingdom . 

183,575 

Netherlands 

Other  countries. . .  .           I7il294 

426,117 

United  Kingdom 

Other  countries 

' 

Total 

2,343,108 

5.759,628 

Cotton  seed: 

United  Kingdom 

Other  countries 

Total 

Total 

4,641,553 

6,019,945  i 

3,490,063 
303,518 

3,200,520 
611,876 

TilorjlnjiU: 

Austria-Hungary 

"lU^lgium 

576,886 
2,161,687 
2,981,832 
1,642,610 

621,807 
1,320,504 
1,796,745  , 
1,027,194  1 

3,793,571 

3,812,396 

Other  seeds 

Other  countries 

6,600,572 

8,646,077 

Grand  total 

Total 

7,362,816 

4,666,3«0  ; 

23,831,619 

28,903,385 
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The  greater  portion  of  linseed  goes  to  European  countries.  The 
increased  export  of  rape  seed  was  due  to  the  failure  of  the  crops  in 
Germany  and  the  Danube  districts.  The  decrease  in  exports  of  til 
seed  was  due  to  the  increased  consumption  in  India. 

MANTJFAOTUBED  AND  PABTLY  MANUFAOTURED  ARTICLES. 

There  was  a  decline  in  the  exports  of  manufactured  and  partly 
manufactured  articles  due  to  a  large  falling  oflF  in  the  value  or  ship- 
ments of  yam  to  China.  Yam  and  twist  fell  from  $33^302,195  in 
1907  to  $28,835^677  in  1908.  The  principal  countries  takmg  exports 
of  this  article  m  1908  and  the  amoimts  received  were  as  follows: 
China,  $21,666,644;  Turkey  in  Asia,  $1,220,681;  Austria-Hungary, 
$1,168,821;  Straits  Settlements,  $959,316;  United  Kingdom,  $756,- 
445;  and  Germany,  $666,483. 

The  exports  or  cotton  manufactures  improved  in  spite  of  the 
decrease  in  the  eg)orts  of  grays.  The  principal  articles  included  in 
this  item  were:  T  cloth,  $708,888;  chaddars,  $368,469;  long  cloth, 
$356,150;  and  domestics,  $197,196.  The  steady  advance  in  the 
local  weaving^  industry,  with  increased  imports  of  both  yam  and 
piece  goods,  indicates  the  general  prospenty  of  the  coimtry.  By 
reason  of  the  comparative  cheapness  of  the  local  products,  they  pene- 
trate into  strata  of  society  that  the  more  costly  foreign  articles  can 
not  reach. 

TRADE   WFTH  THE   UNFTED  STATES. 

The  total  imports  into  Bombay  from  the  United  States  in  1908 
were  valued  at  $1,986,990.  The  principal  article  imported  was  kero- 
sene oil,  valued  at  $500,000,  agamst  $1,467,000  in  1907.  The  exports 
from  Bombay  to  the  United  States  decreased  from  $1,545,288  in  1907 
to  $1,164,458  in  1908  according  to  local  statistics.  The  declared 
value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908  was  $1,514,376,  includ- 
ing returned  American  goods  valued  at  $5,753,  against  $1,491,937 
in  1907.  The  value  of  the  principal  articles  exported  in  1908  is 
shown  in  the  following  statement : 


Articles. 

Value. 

ArUcles. 

Vahie. 

Aatomobiles  and  parts 

»4,915 

16,580 

162,706 

8,392 

19,649 
19,620 
4,729 
4,766 
1,439 
1,064 
6.472 
16,246 
17,730 

Household  effects 

915,584 

34,510 

7  954 

685,017 
15,864 

B<^6  meal ....       

Nuts,  cashew. ... 

Carp^trS  and  nigs 

CondtmentSp  etc 

Ore.  mansanese 

Cotton,  and  Tnftnnfftctii»tfl  of; 

seSs  .!^r^:::::;::::::::::::::::: 

Raw 

Sidns  and  hides . 

443.028 

Wood,  walnut 

3,243 
8,051 
11,186 

Yam 

Wool 

Curios  and  brass  ware 

All  other  articles 

Draoeriea.  shawls,  etc 

Total 

Drugs 

1,506,023 
5,753 

PistTmaws 

Ret^irnAd  American  goods... 

Gums 

Grand  total 

Herbs , 

1,614,370 

1 

CALCUTTA. 

By  Vice-CJonsul-Gbneeal  Chablbs  B.  Pbbbt. 

The  most  important  articles  of  manufacture  in  the  Presidency  of 
Bengal  are  gumiy  ba^  and  gunny  cloth,  silk  yam  and  silk  cloth, 
paper,  sugar,  ana  molasses.    Saltpeter,  shellac,  lac  dye,  brass  ana 
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bell-metal  ware,  steel  trunks  and  boxes,  cardboard,  iron  chests, 
coarse  cutlery,  soap,  match  boxes,  ice  and  aerated  waters,  country- 
made  tobacco,  oil,  blankets^  and  shoes  are  also  manufactured  here. 
'  Minor  articles  in  great,  vanety  are  manufactured  in  different  parts 
of  Bengal. 

Gunny,  cotton  twists  and  yams,  and  paper  are  the  principal  articles 
manufactured  on  an  extensive  scale  at  the  big  mills  in  this  rresidency . 
There  were  106  factories  working  in  this  district  at  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year  1908,  against  95  in  the  preceding  year.  Thus  there  was 
an  addition  of  11  new  factories,  which  include  4  jute  mills,  a  match 
factory,  a  jute  press^  and  2  engineering  works.  In  57  of  these  fac- 
tories work  was  earned  on  hy  snifts  or  sets,  in  43  with  midday  stop- 
pages, in  5  by  shifts  and  midday  stoppages  combined,  and  m  1  at 
contract  rates.  Twenty-two  factories  were  exempted  irom  the  rules 
requiring  a  Simday  or  weekly  holiday,  against  20  m  the  previous  year. 
Simdays  were  observed  as  close  holidays  in  84,  against  75  in  the  pre- 
vious year. 

The  average  daily  number  of  operatives  in  the  factories  has  steadily 
mcreased  from  145,779  in  1906  and  158,296  in  1907  to  168,849  in  1908. 
The  rates  of  wages,  however,  remained  almost  unchanged,  but  they  are 
generally  higher  than  wages  earned  outside  the  factories.  The  op- 
eratives were  provided  with  suitable  quarters  at  a  reasonable  rent 
and  with  free  medical  aid.  The  general  condition  of  the  mill  hands 
was  prosperous.  The  total  numl^r  of  accidents  reported  during  the 
year  was  423,  against  426  in  1907.  Of  the  resulting  mjuries  23  proved 
fatal,  176  were  serious,  and  230  were  slight. 

THE  YEAB's  work  IN  JUTE  AND  COTTON. 

The  year  imder  report  was  not  very  profitable  for  the  jute  mills. 
It  appears  from  the  reports  of  the  managmg  agents  of  the  Shamnagar 
Jute  Factory  Company  that,  owin§  to  general  depression  in  trade 
and  particularly  to  the  financial  crisis  in  America,  the  demand  for 
jute  manufactures  had  not  been  equal  to  the  production.  In  order 
to  regulate  the  supply  in  accordance  with  the  demand,  the  mills  were 
worked  throughout  the  year  only  five  days  in  the  week  instead  of  six. 
With  the  curtailment  in  the  consumption  of  raw  jute  its  prices  fell, 
and  in  sympathy  with  the  fall  of  price  of  the  raw  material  the  prices 
of  maniuactured  articles  came  down. 

According  to  the  reports  of  the  secretary  of  the  Dimbar  mills,  the 
local  markets  for  cotton  yams  was  quiet  throughout  the  year.  The 
demand  from  up-country  was  slack,  owing  to  famine  and  drought. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  prices  for  cotton  yarns  ruled  at  about 
$56.50  per  bale  of  500  pounds;  but  gradually  the  prices  of  the  cheaper 
yams  declined  till  they  came  down  to  $53.50  per  bale  in  October.  A 
good  demand  for  China,  however^  sprang  up  and  the  prices  steadily 
advanced  to  $55.30  per  bale  in  March.  The  managing  agents  to  the 
Bengal  MiUs  Company  attribute  this  rise,  notwithstanding  the  fact  of 
declme  in  the  prices  of  American  cotton,  to  partial  failure  of  the 
cotton  crop  in  Bengal  and  Berar.  Of  foreign  markets  China  main- 
tained a  steadily  improving  demand,  her  own  stock  having  been  re- 
duced to  its  lowest.  The  aemand  from  Europe  and  the  Levant  was 
fair  throughout  the  year. 
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Next  to  the  products  of  these  large  mills  handmade  cotton  cloths 
constitute  the  most  important  industry  of  this  Presidency.  There 
are  large  weaving  classes  of  both  Hindus  and  Mohammedans  in  every 
district,  particularly  in  Nadia  and  Jessore.  They  manufacture  coarse 
cotton  fabrics,  which  are  sold  locally  as  well  as  exported.  There  are 
some  centers  in  every  district  where  fine  cloths  are  also  made,  and 
large  quantities  are  exported  to  eastern  Bengal  and  Assam.  It  is 
reported  by  the  district  oiBScers  that  there  has  been  some  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  o£  the  weavers  on  accoimt  of  increased  demand 
for  country-made  cloths,  but  it  has  not  led  to  anv  remarkable  expan- 
sion of  the  industry  at  any  place.  The  supply  from  the  hand  looms 
not  being  suflBcient  to  meet  the  demand,  the  prices  continued  high. 

SILK  AND  PAPER — SUGAR   PRODUCTS. 

SUk  is  the  principal  industry  of  the  Murshidabad  district,  in  which 
there  are  some  European  and  local  firms  manufacturing  yams.  The 
Bengal  silk  committee  continues  to  exercise  a  stimulating  influence 
on  the  silk  industry  of  the  district.  The  annual  government  grant  of 
$16.67  to  the  Murshidabad  Art  Agency  at  Lalbag  for  the  promotion 
of  silk  manufacture  has  been  discontinued,  as  it  did  not  serve  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  granted. 

The  total  output  in  1908  of  the  two  paper  mills  at  Tittagar  and 
Kankinara  was  31,360,000  pounds,  valued  at  $1,400,000,  against 
about  the  same  quantity  in  1907,  valued,  however,  at  only  $1^33,000. 
There  was  therefore  a  fair  increase  of  profit  during  1908.  Paper  of 
all  of  the  kinds  usually  in  demand  was  manufactured.  Rags,  grass, 
straw,  jute,  old  gunnies,  hemp  baggings,  ropes,  and  waste  paper  con- 
stituted the  raw  material. 

The  manufacture  of  molasses  from  date  juice  is  a  staple  industry 
in  the  districts  of  Jessore  and  Khulna  and  also  in  some  ports  of  the 
Presidency.  Large  quantities  are  exported  to  various  parts  of  the 
province.  Refined  sugar  is  manufactured  from  the  molasses  in  con- 
venient parts  of  these  districts,  where  the  raw  material  can  be  col- 
lected at  cheap  rates  and  the  water  weeds  required  for  the  refining 
processes  are  easily  available.  Though  the  industry  is  said  to  have 
received  some  impetus  on  account  of  the  Swadeshi  movement,  it  is 
not  on  the  whole  prosperous.  The  process  of  refining  is  slow  and 
crude  and  consumes  much  fuel.  On  account  of  the  rise  in  the  price 
of  the  raw  material  and  fuel,  and  also  in  wages,  a  very  slender  margin 
is  left  for  profit.  The  sugar  produced,  though  infenor  in  quality  to 
imported  sugar,  has  to  be  sold  at  higher  prices  and  consequently 
can  not  compete  with  it. 

MISCELLANEOUS   MANUFACTURES — ^DECLARED  EXPORTS. 

Brass  and  bell-metal  utensils  continued  to  be  manufactured  at 
Nabadwip,  Jibbonnagore,  Dharamdah,  Matiari,  and  Meherpur  in  the 
Nadia  district  and  ako  at  several  places  in  Murshidabad.  Articles 
of  superior  quaUty  are  made  at  Murshidabad  and  they  are  exported 
to  distant  parts  of  the  province. 

The  Sambhu  Oil  Mifl  at  Dayanagore  within  Berhampore  munio- 
ipaUty  continued  to  work  satisfactorily.  Another  oil  mill  was  worked 
auring  the  year  at  Maheshgunge  in  the  Nadia  district. 
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At  Maheslminge  a  flour  mill  and  also  a  factory  for  makmg  shoes 
and  tanning  leather  continued  to  work,  but  no  figures  are  available 
showing  their  output.  A  sniall  factory  has  been  started  at  Gangan- 
pur  in  tne  Ranaghat  subdivision  for  manufacturing  undervests,  socks, 
and  stockings. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  the  Calcutta  consular  district 
to  the  United  States  in  the  calendar  year  1908  was  $42,255,300, 
against  $45,532,083  in  1907.     The  articles  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


,giinnv... 
on  (cotton 


Chikbn  (coiton  embroid- 
eriee). 

Cloth,  gunny 

Drugs 

Hides 

Jute  and  Jute  butts. 
Mica 


1907. 


1908. 


12,848,776 

51,523 

20,417,424 

5,543,471 

1,157,354 

7,361,511 

262,309 


13,405,228 

52,076 

18,490,631 

4,250,053 

1,723,066 

6,193,039 

173,778 


Articles. 


Saltpeter 

Skins 

Tea 

Wool 

All  other  articles. 

Total 


1907. 


1570,580 

6,906,751 

260,643 

95,417 

56,225 


45,532,063 


1908. 


$541,256 

7,107,987 

180,880 

53,277 

75,029 


42,255,300 


MADRAS. 

By  Consul  Nathaniel  B.  Stewaet. 

The  consular  district  of  Madras  covers  South  India  from  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  peninsula  to  the  southern  boundary  of  Bombay  Presi- 
dency on  the  west  coast.  From  this  latter  point  Madras  Presidency 
extends  in  a  northeasterly  direction  in  a  strip  of  100  to  150  miles 
wide  up  the  east  coast  or  6ay  of  Bengal,  while  the  quasi  independent 
State  of  Hyderabad,  which  also  forms  part  of  the  district,  lies  directly 
north  of  the  main  portion  of  Madras  Presidency  and  between  the 
eastern  extension  of  the  latter  and  Bombay  Presidency  on  the  west. 

The  total  area  of  the  consular  district  of  Madras  is  265,000  square 
miles,  with  a  population  of  59,506,120.  Madras  Presidency  proper 
covers  an  area  of  141,726  square  miles  and  has  a  population,  accordmg 
to  the  census  taken  in  1901,  of  38,209,436.  Within  its  boundaries 
are  3  quasi  independent  native  States,  3  feudatory  States,  1  Province 
of  the  Indian  government,  and  4  small  French  ports,  with  a  combined 
population,  of  10,155,542,  which  is  not  included  in  the  figures  men- 
tioned. The  State  of  Hyderabad,  commonly  called  the  Deccan,  lying 
north  of  Madras  Presidency,  has  an  area  of  82,698  square  miles  and  a 
population  of  11,141,142. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  sufficient  rainfall  over  much  of  the  district 
both  the  government  and  private  individuals  have  from  the  earUest 
times  constructed  irrigation  works  to  partly  overcome  this.  Tanks 
have  been  built  in  great  numbers  for  stonng  water  from  the  rains 
to  be  used  during  the  dry  season;  dams  and  canals  have  been  built 
for  diverting  streams  for  irrigation  purposes;  wells  are  used  wherever 
practicable;  and  of  late  years  oil  engmes  and  pumping  machinery 
are  being  appHed  for  liftmc  water  where  it  can  be  found  within  a 
reasonable  distance  beneath  the  soil.  At  present  there  are  about 
1,250,000  acres  under  irrigation  within  Madras  Presidency. 

HABBOB  FACnJTrES — TBAN8POBTATION. 

The  district  is  washed  by  the  sea  for  about  1,700  miles,  including 
both  the  east  and  west  coasts,  but  there  is  not  a  single  naturd 
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harbor  along  this  whole  line  capable  of  accommodating  ocean-going 
vessels.  The  city  of  Madras  possesses  an  artificial  harbor  capable 
of  accommodating  about  10  vessels,  formed  by  running  out  masonrv 
groins  into  the  sea.  The  other  ports  are  merely  open  roadstead 
m  which  ships  He,  and  discharge  or  take  on  cargo  by  means  of  boats 
through  the  never-ceasing  surf. 

A  good  system  of  roads  is  maintained  by  public  authority  through- 
out the  district.  In  Madras  Presidency  and  the  Province  of  Coorg 
there  are  20,759  miles  of  macadamized  and  4,689  miles  of  ordinary 
public  roads.    The  repair  of  these  costs  about  $1,000,000  annually. 

There  are  two  svstems  of  railroads  operating  within  the  district, 
the  South  India  Kailway  and  the  Madras  and  Southern  Mahratta 
Railway.  Each  is  in  the  hands  of  a  private  company,  though  the 
second  is  a  government-built  line  imder  lease  to  the  operators.  The 
total  mileage  of  the  two  systems  is  4,795,  of  which  a  httle  more  than 
three-fourths  is  within  the  limits  of  the  district.  There  are  through 
daily  trains  running  between  Madras  and  Calcutta,  Bombay,  and  the 
west  coast  towns,  and  there  is  also  connection  with  fast  daily  pas- 
senger steamers  at  Tuticorin,  which  is  at  the  southern  end  of  the 
peninsula,  for  Colombo. 

Railways  have  done  much  toward  alleviating  suffering  from 
famine  in  all  India.  Food  supplies  can  be  carried  over  them  to  the 
suffering  districts,  which  was  impossible,  except  in  a  comparatively 
small  way,  before  the  era  of  railroads.  On  accoimt  of  the  quick 
and  economical  means  of  transporting  foods  the  railways  have  also 
made  prices  relatively  uniform  all  over  India,  and  have  consequently 
had  much  influence  toward  regulating  the  price  of  labor. 

SHIPPINQ CITIES . 

There  are  several  steamship  lines  with  regular  callings  at  Madras. 
The  more  important  of  these  are  the  British  India  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  the  Clan  Line,  the  Hall  Line,  and  the  Asiatic  Steam 
Navigation  Company.  During  the  year  ended  March  31,  1908,  654 
vessels  called  at  the  port,  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  which  was 
1,585,245.  The  number  of  vessels  cauing  at  minor  ports  of  the 
Presidency  was  23,246,  and  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  these  was 
8,390,543.  Among  all  of  these  there  was  not  one  of  American 
register,  and  there  were  only  5  sailings  for  American  ports,  the  latter 
being  on  accoimt  of  the  shipments  of  manganese  ore  to  the  United 
States. 

There  are  several  cities  of  commercial  importance  within  the 
district.  The  largest  of  these  are  Madras,  with  a  population  of 
509,436;  Hyderabad,  448,466;  Bangalore,  159,046;  and  Madura  and 
Trichinopoly,  105,984  and  104,721,  respectively.  There  are  also 
about  25  towns  in  Madras  Presidency  ranging  m  population  from 
30,000  to  75,000. 

AGRICULTURE — ORAZINa. 

The  chief  industry  of  this  district  is  agriculture,  and  about  69 
per  cent  of  the  popmation  follow  this  calli^.  The  total  area  imder 
cultivation  in  the  Madras  Presidency  is  25,859,312  acres.  Of  this  a 
great  deal  produces  a  second  crop  which,  during  1907-8,  brought 
the  total  crop  area  up  to  29,247,767  acres. 
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The  principal  agricultural  products  are  rice  and  other  food  grains, 
cotton,  coflfee,  groundnuts,  tea,  castor  beans,  spices,  fruite,  and 
vegetables,  including  cocoa  nuts,  jinjiU,  sugar  cane,  jute  and  hemp, 
and  seeds  of  various  kinds. 

Agricultural  experiment  stations  and  schools  have  been  estabUshed 
in  many  parts  ot  the  Presidency  within  recent  years  for  purposes 
of  crop  improvement  and  to  teach  the  people  the  value  of  scientific 
farming.  These  are  apparently  doing  valuable  work  and  give  prom- 
ise of  increased  worth  to  the  country  in  the  futiire. 

Grazing  is  next  to  agriculture  in  importance  in  this  district.  Of 
cattle,  includinff  buflFaloes,  there  are  16,538,550;  sheep  and  goats, 
12,857,079;  donkeys,  119,316;  horses  and  ponies,  42,435;  mules, 
260;  and  camels,  5.  The  value  of  hides  and  skins  exported  from 
Madras  exceeds  that  of  any  other  single  product.  It  is  said,  how- 
ever, that  many  of  the  mdes  and  skins  exported  are  purchased 
outside  the  district. 

rOBESTRY — MANUFACTUBING MINING. 

There  are  at  present  18,549  square  miles  of  reserved  forest  lands  in 
the  Presidency  and  1,058  square  miles  of  other  reserved  lands.  The 
work  of  forest  protection  and  renewal  is  receiving  more  attention 
yearly  as  the  importance  of  this  branch  of  the  public  service  becomes 
more  evident.  The  collection  of  scientific  data  to  determine  the 
effects  of  deforestation  and  afforestation  upon  climate,  rainfall,  etc., 
was  recently  commenced. 

The  manufacturing  interests  of  the  district  are  not  very  extensive. 
Practically  all  development  of  this  kind  has  been  by  Europeans,  and 
there  seems  little  active  interest  on  the  part  of  natives.  Cotton  spin- 
ning and  weaving  are  the  most  important  of  the  manufacturing 
interests.  The  average  daily  number  of  employees  in  all  the  cotton 
mills  of  the  district  during  1907-8,  excepting  those  of  5  mills  within 
French  territory,  was  1 6,740.  Other  manufacturing  interests  and  the 
number  of  employees  foUow:  Printing  presses,  4,709;  tile  and  brick 
works,  4,248;  coffee-curing  works,  3,300;  mica  splitting,  2,895;  cot- 
ton gins  and  presses  and  spinning  and  weaving  estabEshments  not 
classed  as  mills,  2,700  and  1,100,  respectively;  jute  spinning  and  weav- 
ing mills,  1,589;  sugar  factories,  1,757;  lace-making  estaolishments, 
1,700;  tobacco  factories,  1,443;  coir  works,  1,300;  tanneries,  1,200; 
oil  mills,  1,200;  and  rice  mills,  1^000.  The  number  of  workmen 
employed  in  government  and  mumcipal  factories  was  5,043,  and  in 
railway  workshops,  11,623. 

Several  minerals  are  found  in  the  district,  but  the  only  products 
mined  to  any  extent  are  gold,  coal,  manganese,  mica,  and  chrome. 
Gold  to  the  value  of  about  $10,000,000  is  taken  annually  from  the 
Kolar  gold  fields  in  Mysore.  The  output  seems  to  remain  about  the 
same  each  year.  From  500,000  to  600,000  tons  of  coal  are  mined 
annuaUy  in  Hyderabad.  This  is  used  largely  on  Indian  railways, 
but  is  not  a  good  quality  of  steaming  coal.  Manganese  is  plentiful 
in  the  Presidency,  but  the  production  of  this  feu  off  considerably 
during  1908  because  of  the  lack  of  demand  in  the  steel  industries. 
The  trade  appears  to  be  picking  up,  however.  Mica  is  plentiful 
within  the  Presidency,  but  that  found  is  not  of  a  very  good  quaUty, 
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and  is  little  mined.     Some  chrome  is  exported,  but  the  mining  of  this 
is  of  very  little  importance. 

FO&BIGN  TRADE  OF  MADRAS. 

The  total  foreign  trade,  exclusive  of  treasure  and  government 
stores,  of  the  Madras  Presidency  for  the  fiscal  j^ear  endea  March  31, 
1908^  was  $93,660,578,  against  $85,439,512  for  the  previous  year. 
The  miports  for  1907-8,  exclusive  of  treasure  and  government  stores, 
were  valued  at  $33,259,840,  against  $29,412,794  for  1906-7,  an 
increase  of  $3,847,046,  and  the  exports  $60,400,738,  agamst  $56,026,- 
718,  an  increase  of  $4,374,020. 

The  import  trade  of  the  district  was  divided  as  follows:  British 
Empire,  79  per  cent;  Belgium,  5.6  per  cent;  France,  3.8  per  cent; 
United  States,  3.3  per  cent;  Germany,  3  per  cent;  Austria-Hungary, 
1.6  per  cent;  and  all  other  countries,  3.7  per  cent.  The  exports 
were  credited  to  the  following  countries:  British  Empire,  60.5  per 
cent;  France,  9.4;  Belgium,  7.2;  Germany,  6.2;  Japan,  5.7;  United 
States,  4.2;  and  all  other  countries,  6.8  per  cent. 

The  foUowing  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles 
imported  into  Madras  Presidency  in  1906-7  and  1907-8,  exclusive  of 
treasure  and  government  stores: 


Articles. 


Animals,  live 

Arms  and  ammunition. . . 

Art  works 

Booirs  and  printed  matter. 

Building  material 

Candles 

Caoutchouc 

Carriages  and  other  ve- 
hicles: 

Carriages  and  carts. . . 

Cycles 

Motor  cars  and  cycles. 
Chemicals,  drugs,  and 
dyes; 

Chemicals 

Drugs  and  medicine. . 

Dyeing  and  tanning 

materials , 

Clocks  and  watches 

Coal 

Corks 

Cotton,  manulacturps  of: 

Piece  goods 

Twist  and  yam 

Another 

Earthenware 

Fibers,  manufoctures  of: 

Flax  goods 

Jute  goods 

Another 

Fodder,  bran,  etc 

Fruits  and  vegetables. . . . 

Glass  and  glassware 

Gold  and  silver  thread.. . . 

Gums  and  resin 

Haberdashery  and  milli- 
nery  

Hats,  caps,  and  bonnets. . 
Hides  and  skins: 

Dressed 

Undressed 

Instruments,  and   parts 

thereof 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
factures of: 

Hard%vare  and  cut  l*»ry 

Machinery  and  mill- 
work..*. 


190C-7. 

1907-8. 

$273,727 
428,591 
23,364 
90,fi69 
140,201 
70,196 
17,000 

$155,554 
449,958 
11,319 
115,735 
192,080 
79,107 
25,866 

67,387 
71,104 
102,126 

85,723 
87,078 
133,232 

242,458 
300,487 

266,260 
330,390 

238,478 
23,825 
63,954 
7,528 

356,718 

23,640 

131,500 

5,895 

8,149,987 

3,226.148 

70,184 

68,415 

8,479,392 

3,438,794 

111,712 

74,479 

20,197 

223,586 

19,758 

28.434 

16,344 

333,313 

652,521 

50,602 

30,888 

254,144 

10,204 

15,682 

25,689 

*   456,904 

1,006.912 

64,117 

161,540 
25,689 

195,010 
27,958 

43,786 
145,506 

36,054 
156,781 

424,041 

332,136 

826,646 

1,024,665 

1,116,289 

1,434,953 

Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
factures of— Continued. 

Metals 

Railway    plant   and 

rolling  stock 

Jewelry 

Lac 

Leather,  and  manufiac- 
turesof: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Another 

Liquors 

Matches 

Mats  and  matting 

Oils: 

Mineral 

Vegetable 

Another 

Paints  and  colors 

Paper,  and  manufactures 

Paper  and  pasteboard 

Stationery,  exclusive 

of  paper 

Printing  and  lithograph- 
ing material 

Provisions 

Seeds 

Shells  and  cowries 

Soap 

Spices 

Suear 

Tallow 

Tar  and  pitch 

Tea  chests 

Tobacco 

Tojrs 

Umbrellas 

Wood,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Furniture 

Another 

Parcels  post 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1906-7. 


$2,367,750 

2,073,922 
84,561 
22,973 


31,483 

50,221 

781,897 

243,039 

12,083 

915,055 

118,006 

4,718 

116,029 


364,928 

141,275 

52.648 

548,316 

27,995 

8,554 

96,870 

989,346 

450,346 

16,683 

31,006 

69,217 

239,160 

88,483 

25,268 


52,135 

197.223 

280,552 

1.187,983 


29,412,794 


1907-«. 


$3,459,768 

2,906,943 
27,884 
4,881 


37,448 

52,911 

700,681 

311,804 

12,408 

1,384,286 

144,294 

4,839 

141,300 


406,425 

161,040 

56.012 

502,014 

17,783 

20,798 

135,048 

1,021,124 

303.786 

16,870 

43,661 

89,881 

230,066 

104,432 

25,604 


47,224 
170,687 
309,263 
653,574 


33.259.840 
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IMPORTS   FROM   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  total  value  of  imports  from  the  United  States  into  Madras 
during  1907-8  was  $1,087,424,  against  $629,116  in  the  previous 
year.  The  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported  during  1906-7 
and  1907-8  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


A]>parel 

Caoned  goods 

Carriages  and  other  vehl- 
dee: 
Motor  cars  and  oydes. 

AU  other 

Clocks  and  watches 

Drugs  and  medicliMs 

Furniture 

Haberdashery  and  milli- 
nery  

Instruments: 

Musical 

Sdentifio 

Surgical 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
fKsturesof: 

firearms 

Implements  and  tools. 
Machinery- 
Sewing 

Textile 

Typewriting 

Allother 


1906-7. 


SI, 128 
2,21^ 

4,100 
2,106 
5,256 
7,286 
2,226 

1,450 

1,445 
1,852 
1,289 


2,103 
6,003 

2,781 
6,170 
2.412 
12.197 


1907-8. 


Articles. 


t1,496 
2,472 


748 
3,091 
6,784 
9,144 
3,145 

1,022 

942 
3,061 
1,238 


2,923 
9,909 

5,230 
7,960 
4,487 
18,868 


Lamp  ware 

oils: 

Kerosene 

Lubricating 

AU  other 

Paints  and  colors 

Printing  materials 

Soap 

Spirits 

Stationery 

Tobacco,  and  manulao- 
turesof: 

Cigarettes 

Raw 

Allother 

Toys 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1906-7. 


$5,151 


629, 116 


1907-8. 


$5,470 


182,529 

821,807 

19,484 

60,486 

5,313 

6,215 

2,270 

1,430 

2,316 

3,159 

2,195 

1,628 

11,917 

15,195 

2,129 

1,844 

14,586 

40,991 

1,624 

214 

3,469 

9,684 

3,523 

11,021 

10,505 

25,770 

1,087,424 


The  imports  of  kerosene  and  lubricating  oil  and  tobacco  products 
in  1907-8  increased  $380,280  and  S31,210,  respectively,  over  the 
previous  jear.  These  two  articles  make  up  about  85  per  cent  of 
the  total  imports  from  the  United  States  into  the  Madras  rresidency. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  exports 
from  Madras  Presidency  during  1906-7  and  1907-8: 


Articles. 


Animals,  live 

Apparel,  excluding  hos- 
iery  

Books  and  printed  matter 

Bristles,  etc 

Building  material 

Coffee 

Cotton,  and  manuHnctureB 
of: 

Raw 

Piece  goods 

Yam  and  twist 

Allother , 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Dy^ng  materials , 

Fertilizers , 

Fibers,  etc.: 

Coir 

Hemp , 

Jute 

Allother 

Fodder,  bran,  etc 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

Grain  and  pulse 

Hides  and  skins: 

Dressed 

Undressed 

Horn  and  horn  meal 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
factures of: 

Hardware  and  cutlery 

Metals 


1606,709 

92,910 

10,767 

315,090 

31,815 

3,144,133 


7,184,094 
2,477,688 
553,496 
180,766 
151,471 
750,491 
1,163,690 


315.928 

1,277,744 

1,841,780 

711,459 

928,345 

7,085,526 

11,689,062 

3,033,926 

93,880 


31,113 
284,361 


1907-8. 


$581,743 

61,548 

17,135 

227,354 

47,117 

3,584,567 


11,001,443 
2,302,261 
397,682 
295,755 
219,507 
743,299 
886,502 

34,292 
291,259 
323,821 

1,747,270 
985,644 
994,142 

9,509,718 

9,882,393 

1,895,735 

112,992 


23,986 
348,978 


Articles. 


Jewelry  and  plate 

Lac 

Mica 

Oils: 

Essential 

Vegetable 

Allother 

Paints  and  colors 

Provisions 

Salt 

Beeds 

Silk 

Spices 

Stone  and  marble 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tobacco 

Wood,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Furniture 

Allother 

Wool,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Raw 

AU  other 

Parcels  post 

AU  other  articles 


Total. 


$41,031 

19,543 

295,891 

167,800 

149,167 

6,371 

61,420 

767,112 

30,902 

4,572,296 

70,898 

1,334,122 

17,328 

232,000 

2,687,679 

221,914 


9,672 
478,971 


75,451 
83,149 
177.933 
560.866 


56,026,718 


1907-8. 


$7,836 

18,926 

269,972 

126,010 

661,676 

34,580 

41,666 

916,038 

3,346 

5,726,895 

74,948 

1,007,627 

14,463 

312,673 

2,934,660 

213,309 


7,085 
516,058 


67,057 
08,605 
497,624 
163,741 


60,400,738 
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EXPORTS   TO  THE   UNITED  STATES — TRADE  OPPORTUNITIES. 

The  total  value  of  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from 
Madras  during  1908  was  $2,232,687,  against  $3,443,723  in  1907.  The 
following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  exported: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

1                 Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Chrome  ore 

11,295 

197,522 

8,488 

68,823 

1,519 

10,886 

15,258 

276,014 

1,855 

Skii»^oet  and  sheep: 

Cotton  goods 

$273,992 
8.231 
60,328 

99,018 

Druggera,  woolen 

Pickled 

S482,611 

662,628 

38,681 

1,400,414 

215,612 

484,253 
192,541 

FU«MlTipa,  hiHA 

Salted,  dry 

Lac  seed. 

Salted,  wet 

147,672 

Myrobolans 

Tv)n<Ki 

825,086 

8,614 

293,411 

9,301 

All  Other  articles 

2;  507 

Om   rriAntrArMMA 

Total 

Senna,  etc 

3,443,723 

2,282,687 

Not  only  this  district  but  all  of  India  oflFers  to  American  manufac- 
turers a  field  for  a  much  larger  portion  of  its  trade  than  they  now  have. 
The  chief  difficulty  in  the  wav  of  expansion  is  the  conservatism  of 
importers,  most  of  whom  are  English  and  who  have  a  natural  inclina- 
tion to  favor  their  own  countiy  m  all  their  trade  relations.  Business 
methods  are  also  somewhat  different  from  those  m  the  United  States, 
and  this  renders  dealings  more  difficult  than  they  otherwise  would  be. 
To  overcome  these  obstacles  will  require  time,  patience,  and  tact. 
American  firms  looking  for  an  increase  of  trade  here  should  send  out 
experienced  and  competent  men  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the 
representatives  of  import  houses  and  with  the  people  generally  and 
their  pecuUar  needs.  With  a  proper  introduction  and  careful  watch- 
ing, such  articles  as  hardware  and  cutlery,  metals  and  manufactures  of 
metals,  machinery  of  all  kinds,  agricultural  implements  and  tools, 
railway  supplies,  firearms,  motor  cars  and  cycles,  glass  and  glass- 
ware, paints,  and  paper  and  pasteboard  ought  to  find  a  market. 
Cotton  piece  goods,  twist,  and  yam  make  up  about  one-third  of  the 
entire  value  of  the  imports  into  the  district,  but  instead  of  the  United 
States  having  a  share  in  this,  about  $250,000  worth  of  Indian-made 
cotton  goods  is  exported  annually  to  the  PhiUppine  Islands. 

BURMA. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul  Ernest  A.  Wakepibld,  RANaooN. 

The  entire  sea-borne  trade  of  Burma  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
March  31, 1909,  aggregated  $187,001,106,  against  $206,197,131  for  the 
preceding  year.  This  includes  government  transactions,  in  which  the 
decline  from  the  preceding  year  was  $11 ,787,804.  The  total  coasting 
trade  for  1907-8  wasvalued  at  $88,464,006  and  for  1908-9,  $90,579,308, 
an  increase  of  $2,115,302,  thus  maintaining  the  progress  which  has 
marked  the  Burmese  coasting  trade  for  a  number  of  years. 

Omitting  treasure  transactions,  the  improvement  in  the  coasting 
trade  would  be  more  marked,  as  there  was  a  net  decline  in  exports  and 
imports  of  treasure  amounting  to  $3,672,038,  which  is  included  in  the 
figures  in  the  coasting  trade.    The  increase  in  the  coasting  trade  is  to 
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be  found  in  the  exports  of  Indian  produce,  principally  rice,  which  rose 
from  $47,206,379  in  1907-8  to  $55,562,411  in  1908-9,  an  increase  of 
$8,356,032.  To  oflfset  this  in  the  total  coasting  trade  the  coasting 
imports  declined  $2,344,375. 

irade  in  merchandise,  not  including  government  transactions  or 
treasure,  for  the  two  years  was  as  follows: 


Imports  and  exports. 


Foreign  trade. 


1907-«.  190&-0. 


Coasting  trade. 


1907-8.  190a-0. 


Imports. 
Exports. 


.$36,172,229 
.  57,678,039 


$42,600,227 
41,944,610 


$31,376,562 
50,687,161 


$29,032,187 
58,818,919 


Notwithstanding  the  financial  depression,  foreign  imports  show  an 
increase  of  $6^27,998,  while  foreign  exports  show  a  falling  off  of 
$15,733,529.  The  increased  foreign  imports  indicate  the  steady 
substantial  progress  of  the  province  even  under  unfavorable  business 
conditions.  The  exports  to  other  portions  of  the  Indian  Empire 
show  the  extent  to  which  India  is  aependent  upon  Burma  for  rood 
supplies.  Taking  business  conditions  into  consideration,  the  year's 
trade  was  very  satisfactory. 

SHARE  OF  THE  TRADE  BY  COUNTRIES. 

The  imports  of  foreign  merchandise  into  and  exports  of  domestic 
produce  (exclusive  of  government  transactions  and  treasure)  from 
Burma  for  the  fiscal  years  ended  March  31,  1907  and  1908,  by  coun- 
tries, were  as  follows,  these  being  the  latest  statistics  available: 


Country. 


Imports. 


1906-7. 


1907-«. 


Exports. 


1906-7. 


1907-8. 


United  States 

Anstrla-Hungary. . 

BeMum 

Ceylon 

EOTt 

France 

Gennany 

Italy 

Japan 

Java 

Netherlands 

straits  Settlements 
United  Kingdom.. 
All  other  coim  tries . 

Total 


S024,675 

432,663 

891,512 

33,986 

43,013 

624,356 

1,609,194 

116,781 

1,491,707 

776,662 

1,268,019 

2,541,080 

18,833,388 

792,727 


12,850,421 

510,312 

1,200,506 

25,125 

63,601 

862,968 

1,623,641 

167,625 

2,028,108 

1,176,847 

1,177,366 

3,119,850 

20,124,833 

1,240,947 


1566,209 
3,966,184 

928,466 
1,016,320 
2,519,579 

403,019 
9,463,719 

452,424 
4,053,307 

579,223 
4,403,260 
7,909,507 
7,487,219 
5,235,481 


30,378,763 


36,172,229     49,073,917 


$150,112 
4,992,540 
1,570,806 

040,138 
2,146,705 

770,823 
10,070,640 

540,857 
4,278,862 
2,154,228 
5,486,036 
8,770,440 
8,815,062 
6,091,483 

57,678,039 


IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS  BY  ARTICLES. 

Of  the  imports  into  Burma,  cotton  goods  take  the  lead,  with  a  value 
of  $9,035,747  in  1907-8  and  $8,910,230  in  1906-7.  Iron  and  steel 
and  their  manufactures  rank  second,  with  values  of  $6,177,639  and 
$6,087,581,  followed  by  silk  and  silk  goods  worth  $2,297,553  and 
$1,764,628,  respectively,  for  the  two  years. 
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The  imports,  by  principal  articles,  for  the  fiscal  years  1906-7  and 
1907-8,  respectively,  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Animals,  live 

Apparel,  etc 

BraeKistuils: 

Biscuits 

Other 

Carriages,  carts,  etc 

Cement 

Chemicals,  drugs,  etc 

Coal  and  ooke 

Coffee 

Copper,  manufactures  of. . 
Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Hosiery 

Piece  goods- 
Colored 

Gray 

White 

Thread 

Twist  and  yam 

Other 

Earthenware,  etc 

Electrical  apparatus,  etc.. 

Fish 

Flax  and  Jute,  manufac- 
tures of 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Glass  and  glassware 

Haberdashery,  etc 

Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of: 

Cast 

Cutlery 

Girders,  etc 

Hardware,  etc 

Ironware,  enameled. . . 

Machinery  and  mill- 
work 

Nails,  screws,  etc 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Pfates.  sheets,  etc 

Rods,  bolts,  bars,  etc. . 

Sewing  machines 

Tools,  etc 

Typewriters 

Other 


1908-7. 


1907-8. 


$44,735 

$02,621 

246,750 

241,466 

304,757 

840,552 

229,264 

380,271 

215,929 

230,688 

171,616 

196,  on 

801,962 

1,036,203 

51,962 

182,826 

35,670 

32,884 

48,495 

74,796 

255,280 

420,240 

4,445,197 

4,201,003 

540,766 

451,346 

1,996,268 

2,571,155 

186,235 

197,397 

1,064,872 

692,409 

.423,612 

502,048 

289,581 

296,821 

261,838 

224,721 

718,381 

887,189 

60,776 

102,540 

134,787 

167,206 

228,681 

209,918 

512,658 

617,570 

34,775 

54,237 

59,183 

70,136 

411,792 

299,671 

28,877 

41,764 

175,812 

184,063 

1,348,180 

1,156,418 

153,702 

248,161 

548,911 

373,001 

722,842 

1,060.137 

249,254 

339,216 

64,964 

64,746 

108,087 

♦       136,483 

13,734 

17.648 

1,167,459 

2,133,938 

Articles. 


Jewelry 

Leather,  manufisctures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Saddlery  and  harness 

Other 

Matches 

Oils: 

Kerosene 

Vegetable 

Paints,  colors,  etc 

Paper,  and  manuf^tures 

PitchVtar,  etts ."  .* ."!'.".!!'.!". 
Provisions: 

Dairy  products- 
Butter 

Cheese 

Milk,  condensed.. 
Meat  products— 
Baoon  and  hams. 

Lard 

Tallow 

Other 

Seeds 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Piece  goods,  etc 

Spices 

Sphits,  wine,  etc.: 

Ale,  beer,  etc 

Wine 

Spirits 

Sugar 

UmbreUas^  etc'.!! 

Wool,  manufactures  of:    . 

Carpets  and  rugs. . . . . 

Hodery 

Piece  goods , 

Shawls 

Other 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1906-7. 


$75,236 

253,098 
25,647 
84,166 

424,140 

300,703 
09,366 
224,362 

3n,645 
72,124 


66,126 
19,684 
327,806 

35,819 
25,663 
63,163 
219,307 
37,672 

336,176 

1,428,452 

206,488 

518,362 
78,095 

504,060 

1,013,515 

64,376 

3U,778 

102,200 
47,607 
800,140 
100,992 
43,646 
3,664,666 


30,378,763 


1907-8. 


120,814 

313,850 
20,680 
77,616 

426,166 

406,504 
36,537 
^,461 

422,207 
62,126 


66,018 
22,884 
3n,456 

44,342 
27,199 
97,974 
267,941 
35,924 

567,746 

1,729,807 

237,614 

584,924 
86,656 

691,892 

1,302,708 

80,706 

350,391 

146,302 
02,756 

l,367,2tt 
70,062 
54.111 

5,487,902 


36,172,220 


About  79  per  cent  of  the  Indian  merchandise  shipped  to  foreign 
countries  consists  of  rice,  which  showed  a  value  of  $45,571,473,  an 
increase  of  $7,182,318  over  1906-7.  The  articles  of  export  and  their 
values  in  1906-7  and  in  1907-8  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

190^7. 

1907-8. 

Articles. 

1 

1906-7. 

1907-8. 

Candles  

$447,033 

915,218 

503,324 

1,749,962 

259,935 

480,396 

38,389,155 

1,532,112 

$486,121 

949,403 

460,325 

1,224,041 

319,089 

458,398 

45,571,473 

2,774,048 

Tfakwood 

$1,911,492 
472,932 

310,967 
2,101,401 

$l,93l,3S4 

Cotton 

Tobacco,  and   manufac- 
tures ol^ 
Wax,  paraffin 

366,000 

i)yes  (cutch),  etc 

Hides  and  skins 

546,680 

Jade  stone 

All  otfier  articles 

2,691,017 

Pulse 

Total 

Rice 

49,073,917 

57,678,030 

Rice  bran 

TRADE  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


The  imports  into  Burma  from  the  United  States  advanced  from 
$924,675  m  1906-7  to  $2,850,421  in  1907-8.  The  greatest  mcrease 
was  in  steel,  which  rose  in  value  from  $4,776  to  $1,759,661.  Kerosene 
oil  fiJso  showed  an  increase  amounting  to  $106,213. 
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The  value  of  the  leading  articles  imported  from  the  United  States 
during  1906-7  and  1907-8  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Boots  and  shoos 

Clocks  and  watches 

Cordage  and  rope 

Dmgs  and  medicines 

Electrical  apparatus  and  sup-  , 

plies ' 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufao-  | 
tures  of:  i 

Cutlery 

Hardware,  etc 

Implements  and  tools. . . 

Iron 

Machinery,  etc 

Sewing  machines 

Steel 


1905-7. 

1907-8.  ! 

18,054 

S6,417  ! 

27,562 

18,993 

12,303 

23,063 

17,148 

19,555 

82,344 

43,925 

724 

5,237 

43,617 

52,520 

30,451 

69,178 

176,676 

211,340 

62,480 

61,274  ' 

6,732 

758 

4,776 

1,759,661 

Articles. 


Qlls: 

Kerosene 

Lubricating 

Piece  goods,  cotton 

Provisions 

Sphlts 

Tobacco,  and  manuliactures  of. 
All  other  articles 


1906-7. 


S289,951 
14,313 
6,034 
12,272 
12,727 
51,422 
65,200 


1907-8. 


1396,164 
23,328 
8,499 
20,466 
15,328 
44,980 
76,746 


Total 924,675 


2,850,421 


The  exports  from  Burma  to  the  United  States  in  1907-8  were 
valued  at  $145,300,  agamst  $574,850  in  1906-7.  The  principal 
articles  in  1907-8  were  hides,  worth  $90,000;  wax,  $36,800;  and 
cutch,  $18,500.  There  was  a  decrease  in  the  shipments  of  hides 
amounting  to  $445,000,  while  cutch  showed  an  advance  of  $10,100 
and  wax  of  $14,300. 

The  principal  articles  of  import  from  the  United  Kingdom  con- 
sisted of  cotton  goods,  valued  at  $6,282,422 ;  machinery  and  millwork, 
$5,538,009;  iron  and  steel,  $2,269,256;  foods  and  articles  of  drink, 
$1,725,984;  and  woolen  goods,  $1,077,499.  Germany's  chief  sales 
were  provisions  to  the  value  of  $127,896;  metals  and  their  manu- 
factures, $297,966;  cotton  goods,  $154,310;  woolen  articles,  $370,294; 
and  apparel,  etc.,  $81,455.  Japan  sent  silk  piece  goods  valued  at 
$1,580,301. 

CULTIVATION   OF   RICE   AND   COTTON. 

Burma  is  a  rice-growing  country.  With  a  total  area  under  culti- 
vation of  12,000.000  acres,  rice  is  grown  on  8,000,000  acres. 

The  rice  available  for  export  for  the  1908-9  season  is  estimated 
at  2,600,000  tons,  as  compared  with  2,430,000  tons  in  the  previous 
jrear.  The  ^eatest  amount  previously  exported  was  1,900,000  tons, 
m  1900.  It  is  not  only  as  an  article  of  export  that  rice  is  important, 
but  it  forms  the  staple  diet  throughout  the  province.  Consequently 
the  prosperity  of  Burma  depends  to  a  great  extent  upon  the  rice  crop 
and  its  market  price. 

The  methods  emploved  in  cultivation  are  usually  primitive,  hav- 
ing remained  practically  unchanged  for  many  years,  but  in  preparing 
the  rice  for  the  market  the  rice  miUs  at  Rangoon  and  other  ports  are 
thoroughly  modem  in  equipment  and  operation. 

Rice  from  the  fields,  or  '*  paddy,"  as  it  is  imiversally  called,  sells 
at  from  100  rupees  ($32.44)  to  110  rupees  ($35.68)  per  100  baskets. 
The  baskets  vary  slightly  in  size  in  different  localities,  but  the  gener- 
ally accepted  size  contains  46  poimds.  Cleaned  rice  is  worth  about 
$25  per  ton  in  Rangoon. 

Cotton  is  grown  in  some  sections,  but  with  indifferent  success. 
Whether  this  is  due  to  climate  and  soil  or  to  lack  of  scientific  culti- 
vation is  an  unsettled  question.     The  area  under  cultivation  at 
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present  is  190,000  acres^  with  an  estimated  crop  of  39.000  bales 
(400  pounds  per  bale),  being  about  10,000  bales  more  than  last  year's 

groduct.  Nmety  per  cent  of  the  cotton  is  exported  to  India  and 
hina,  as  there  are  no  cotton  manufacturing  plants  in  Burma.  For- 
merly all  the  cotton  used  in  Burma  was  locally  grown  and  manufac- 
tured by  the  women  at  their  homes.  Now  nearly  all  the  cotton  goods 
are  imported,  principally  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

As  nee  growing  requires  less  labor  and  is  more  profitable,  only  such 
land  as  is  unfit  for  rice  is  used  for  cotton  planting.  Consequently 
it  is  not  probable  that  the  near  future  will  see  much  improvement  in 
the  cotton  crop  of  Burma  in  either  quantity  or  quality. 

TOBACCO,   GRAIN,   PULSE,   TEAK,   AND  CTTTCH. 

Tobacco  is  extensively  grown,  but  that  produced  is  inferior  in 
quality  to  that  grown  in  the  Phihppines,  Java,  or  Sumatra.  The 
total  area  under  cultivation  is  63,070  acres,  and  the  crop  is  nearly  all 
consiuned  locally. 

The  exports  of  tobacco  during  1907-8  amoimted  to  7,460,000 
pounds  or  unmanufactured  and  565,000  poimds  of  manufactured, 
valued  at  $180,000  and  $190,000,  respectively.  Practically  all  the 
tobacco  exported  went  to  the  Straits  Settlements,  Siam,  and  Hong- 
kong. 

Grain  and  pulse  (beans,  peas,  and  lentils)  are  grown  for  local  use, 
and  small  quantities  are  exported,  amounting  in  1907-8  to  $490,000, 
of  which  $470,000  was  pulse.  Imports  of  wheat,  flour,  and  farina- 
ceous foods  during  the  same  penod  amounted  to  over  $660,000. 
Maize,  or  Indian  com,  is  also  grown. 

As  rice  is  to  other  agricultural  products  of  Burma,  so  is  teak  to 
other  forest  products.  Most  of  the  teak  forests  are  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government,  and  all  cutting  on  both  public  and  private  lands 
is  under  the  direct  supervision  of  forest  department  officials.  Reserves 
of  teak  have  been  created  in  several  locahties,  and  the  policy  of  the 
Government  appears  to  favor  a  steady  increase  in  reservations. 

Teak  exports  are  principally  to  the  United  Kingdom,  although 
nearly  all  European  coimtries,  Asia,  Africa,  and  the  United  States 
figure  in  the  Hst  to  which  teak  is  exported.  The  exports  for  1905-6 
were  50,431  tons,  valued  at  $2,212,000;  1906-7,  41,470  tons,  valued 
at  $1,911,492;  and  for  1907-8,  38,342  tons,  valued  at  $1,931,384. 
The  exports  of  all  other  timber  during  the  same  three-year  period 
amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  only  $26,000. 

The  importance  of  cutch  as  an  export  has  been  steadily  decreasing 
in  recent  years,  owing  to  adulteration  and  to  the  use  of  anihne  suIk 
stitutes.  The  industry  is  now  on  a  better  footing  with  little  or  no 
adulteration  and  under  government  supervision.  Cutch  is  used 
principally  for  dyeing  and  preserving  fish  nets  and  sails. 

In  1903-4  the  exports  of  cutch  amounted  to  109,850  himdred- 
weight,  valued  at  $620,000,  while  in  1907-8  the  amount  exported 
was  90,350  hundredweight,  valued  at  $460,325.  Sixty  per  cent  of 
the  cutch  exported  is  taken  by  the  United  Kingdom. 

Besides  teak  and  cutch  there  is  a  flourishing  trade  in  what  are 
known  as  ** jungle  woods"  or  unreserved  woods.  This  trade  is 
mainly  in  the  hands  of  the  Burmese,  and  the  product  is  for  the  local 
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market.  Fadouk  and  refuse  teak  is  used  in  making  cart  wheels, 
while  bamboo  is  imiversally  used  for  making  native  huts,  ladders, 
staging,  and  canes. 

MINES   AND   MINERALS. 

The  ruby  mines  in  upper  Burma  are  the  most  important  of  all  in 
Burma.  The  annual  output  usually  reaches  nearly  $500,000.  giving 
employment  to  2,200  men.  During  1907-8  the  exports  or  rubies 
showed  a  falling  oflF  from  previous  years,  amoimting  to  only  $2,200, 
against  nearly  $300,000  for  1906-7. 

Jade  stone  is  mined  on  an  extensive  scale,  nearly  the  whole  prod- 
uct being  exported  to  China.  The  exports  for  1907-8  exceeded 
3,000  hundredweight,  valued  at  $319,089. 

Lead  mining  in  upper  Burma  is  expected  to  become  a  feature  of 
industrial  activity.  Smelters  have  been  completed  at  Mandalay 
and  are  now  in  operation.  The  mines  are  a  few  miles  out  from 
Mandalay,  with  ore  of  excellent  quality  in  sight.  This  enterprise  is 
the  first  of  its  kind  in  Burma,  and  as  considerable  quantities  of  ore 
have  been  discovered  in  varicrus  sections  of  the  province  it  is  creating 
much  interest  throughout  India. 

Gold-dredging  operations  on  the.  upper  Irrawaddy  produce 
$75,000  annually,  with  the  output  increasing.  Silver,  copper,  iron, 
.  zinc,  and  antimony  are  found  in  the  northern  part  or  the  province 
and  tin  in  the  soutnem  part. 

INCREASED   OUTPUT   OP  OIL. 

Oil  is  found  in  several  places  in  Burma,  but  the  principal  field  is  at 
Yenangyaung,  Upper  Burma.  The  total  yiela  in  1907-8  was 
149,000,000  gallons,  valued  at  $3,000,000,  while  the  previous  year's 
yield  was  137,000,000  gallons,  valued  at  $2,800,000. 

The  Burma  Oil  Company  has  two  large  refineries,  but  the  quality 
of  refined  oil  is  inferior  to  that  of  the  high-grade  American  oils,  and 
the  fields  are  less  productive.  Last  year's  exports  of  oil  products 
were  as  follows:  Mineral  oils,  5,640,000  gallons,  valued  at  $177,300; 
paraffin  wax,  74,205  hundredweight,  valued  at  $546,680;  and  candles, 
5,307,512  pounds,  valued  at  $486,121. 

American  operators  are  employed  and  American  machinery  is  used 
quite  extensively  in  the  oil  regions.  The  Burma  Oil  Company  has 
laid  a  number  of  branch  pipe  fines  centering  at  Yenangyaung  to  be 
connected  with  a  main  Une  to  Rangoon.  This  main  Une  did  not  at 
first  work  satisfactorily,  but  improvements  have  been  made  which 
are  expected  to  result  in  the  use  of  the  pipe  line  for  transferring  the 
crude  oil  to  the  refineries  at  Rangoon. 

The  Burma  Oil  Company  has  a  fleet  of  tank  steamers  with  storage 
tanks  at  a  number  of  Indian  ports. 

Large  numbers  of  candles  are  manufactured  for  the  local  use  and 
for  export  to  China,  Indo-China^  AustraUa,  Portuguese  East  Africa, 
Straits.  Settlements,  Siam,  Phihppine  Islands,  and  various  other 
countries.  Parafiin  wax  is  also  manufactured  and  exported  to  nearly 
all  parts  of  the  world. 
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WOOD  ANP   IVORT   CARVING TRANSPORTATION. 

Wood  and  ivory  carving  is  a  distinctive  Burmese  industry  at  which 
the  natives  are  remarkably  proficient.  Until  quite  recently  this 
industry  was  conducted  on  the  individual  product  basis,  each  carver 
selling  nis  work  directly  or  through  members  of  his  family.  There  are 
now  several  shops  selling  wood  and  ivory  carving  wmch  employ  a 
number  of  carvers  at  fixed  wages.  The  ivory  carvings  are  extremely 
beautiful  and  bring  good  prices.  Some  silver  and  brass  work  of 
unique  design  is  made  oy  Burmese  workmen,  but  the  demand  for  this 
class  of  worn  is  limited. 

The  Burma  Railway  Company  connects  Rangoon  with  Moulmein 
at  the  southern  extremity  or  the  line,  Lashio  and  Myitkyina  on  the 
north,  and  Henzada,  Prome,  and  Bassein  on  the  west.  The  railway 
service  is  good  and  complete,  considering  the  extent  of  territory 
covered  and  the  population  served. 

The  railway  is  modeled  on  the  English  system,  with  first,  second, 
and  third  class  carriages.  New  Unes  or  branches  are  projected  that 
will  eventually  cover  Burma  thoroughly.  The  total  system  is  1,475 
miles  in  length. 

The  British  India  Steam  Navigation  Company  furmshes  ready 
communication  with  principal  Indian  ports,  Penang  and  the  Straits 
Settlements,  connectmg  with  various  lines  at  these  places.  The 
Bibby  and  Henderson  Doats  ply  between  Liverpool  and  Rangoon 
direct,  carrying  both  freight  and  passengers.  Tne  Hansa  line  plies 
between  Hamburg,  Antwerp,  and  Rangoon. 

All  lines  to  India  and  the  Far  East  quote  freight  and  passenger 
rates,  connection  being  usually  by  the  British  India  Steam  Navigation 
Company. 

RANGOON. 

By  CoNStJL  Ernest  A.  Wakefield. 

For  customs  purposes  Burma  is  divided  into  several  districts  with 
Rangoon  as  the  chief  port  and  subordinate  ports  at  Akyab,  Bassein, 
Kyankpyu,  Mergui,  Moulmein,  Sandoway,  Tavoy,  and  Victoria  Point. 

The  foreign  imports  at  subordinate  ports  are  quit«  insignificant 
compared  with  the  total  imports  of  the  province.  In  the  last  five 
years  the  total  foreign  imports  at  all  these  subordinate  ports  varied 
from  $500,000  to  $900,000,  while  the  foreign  imports  at  Rangoon 
during  the  same  period  were  valued  in  round  numbers  at  $27,000,000 
to  $43,000,000. 

The  articles  of  import  into  and  export  from  Rangoon  during  the 
calendar  years  1907  and  1908  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1907. 

$1,130,601 
349.250 
888,811 

6,289,824 

618,763 

1,011,159 

3,748,007 

478,119 

309,256 

1908. 

ArUdes. 

1907. 

1908. 

mPOETS. 

Apparel,  etc 

$1,443,060 
406,988 
861,008 

8,756,145 
1,683,850 
1,621,701 
4, 571, 241 
601.694 
389,986 

IMPOETS— continued. 

Iron  and  steel,  manuiiac- 
turesof: 
Cutlery,     hardware, 

Implements,  etc 

Machinery 

1996,836 

923,460 

1,189,760 

38i;348 

4,107,197 
361,556 

Building  material 

Chemicals,  drugs,  etc 

Cotton,  manuliactures  of: 
Piece  goods 

$1,487,138 

1687^628 

1,364,941 

836,764 

Twist  and  yam 

other 

Railway  material 

Hatches 

Food  products 

Metals,  and  manufactures 
of 

Glassware,  etc 

4,776,605 
621366 

Instruments,  scientific. . . 

on 
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Articles. 


IMPORTS— oontinoed. 

Paints 

Paper,  and  manuflBCtures 

Ships,  parts  of 

Silk,  and   manufiictures 

of: 

Raw 

ManuiiBotiires 

Soap 

Tobacco,  and  manufoo; 

turesof 

Umbrellas 

Wool,  manufactures  of. . . 
All  other  articles 


ig07. 


1167,701 

an,  471 

258,764 


462,267 

1,343,690 

225,064 

510,554 

264,516 

1,425,126 

4,006,263 


1008. 


$177,106 

343,748 
670, 113 


020,720 

2,218.423 

302,490 

560,126 

363,308 

2,310,085 

0,703,587 


Total 131,308,273}    42,804,005 


Articles. 


SXPOBTS. 


Candles 

Caoutchouc 

Cotton,  raw 

Food  products... 
Hides  and  skins. 

Jade  stone 

Oil.. 


Oil  cake,  etc 

Peanuts 

Tobacco 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Lumber 

Other I 

All  other  articles I 


1907. 


Total 43,411,202 


$458,362 

90,110 

1,162,171 

83,106,554 

1,407,051 

292,045 

45,275 

2,190,300 

447.570 

282,561 

1,687,023 

0,344 

2,223,011 


1906. 


$430,529 

38,264 

818,184 

28,522,042 

054,587 

357,201 

186,482 

2,566,940 

524,020 

130,654 

1,067.481 

0,104 

1,710,300 


37,823,756 


OPPOETUNITY  FOB  INCBEASIKQ  AMEBIOAK  TRADE. 

While. imports  from  the  United  States  are  increasing,  they  should 
occupy  a  more  prominent  place  in  the  local  market.  Burma  appears 
to  be  entering  upon  a  penod  of  ^at  activity  in  the  development  of 
natural  resources  that  will  reqmre  the  investment  of  large  sums  in 
machinery,  nearly  all  of  which  will  be  imported. 

This  is  particularly  true  with  regard  to  the  further  development  of 
the  oil  fields  and  mines.  If  the  United  States  is  to  secure  a  reason- 
able share  of  trade  in  connection  with  these  industries,  experienced 
men  should  be  sent  here  to  make  a  thorough  study  of  the  commercial 
conditions.  In  both  the  oil  fields  and  mmes  Americans  are  promi- 
nently engaged  in  exploitation  and  development.  This  fact  alone 
should  be  tavorable  to  the  sale  of  American  machinery. 

American  food  products,  such  as  canned  fruit,  vegetables  and 
milk,  farinaceous  foods,  wheat  flour,  dried  fruit,  etc.,  snould  find  a 
more  extensive  market  here.  American  wheat  flour  is  largely  im- 
ported from  Hongkong,  although  recently  several  shipments  have 
Deen  received  directly  &om  the  United  States. 

Hardware,  tools,  and  machinery  of  American  manufacture  find  a 
ready  sale  in  Burma,  but  the  trade  requires  more  detailed  attention 
from  exporters.  .  Steel  for  building  purposes  is  now  imported  from 
the  United  Kingdom.  As  the  market  is  rapidly  increasing  this  should 
receive  the  attention  of  American  steel  manufacturers. 

PUBOHASES  FBOM  AND  SALES  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  imports  into  Rangoon  from  the  United  States,  by  articles,  for 
the  calenaar  year  1908  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Apparel 

Books,  etc 

Carriages  and  parts , 

Chemicals,  drugs,  etc 

docks  and  watches 

Cordage  and  twine 

Cotton  and  woolen  goods 
Earthen  and  glass  ware. . 

Food  products , 

Furniture,  etc , 

Instruments,  sdentlflc. . . 


Value. 


18,760 

8,168 

1,851 

16,413 

26,963 

43,970 

402 

2,740 

39,640 

7,339 

19,272 


Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of: 

Cutlery,  hardware,  etc 

Engines  and  parts- 
Electrical 

Steam 

Other 

Nails,  screws,  etc 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Sheets,  icalvaniied 

Steel  aracles,  n.  e.  s 

Typewriters 


Vahie. 


$163,226 

28,809 

89,062 
124,607 

11,382 
349,841 

32,801 

648,468 

6,316 
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Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of- 
Continued. 

Wire 

Other 

Leather,  manufactures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Other 

Oil,  kerosene  and  lubricating 

OUcloth , 


Value. 


181,250 
7,360 

6,728 

2,064 

506, 2Di 

7,396 


Articles. 


Paints  and  colors 

Paper,  and  manu&ctures  of 

Perfumery 

Soap 

Spirits,  wine,  etc 

Tobacco,  manulfictures  of. . 
All  other  articles 

Total 


Value. 


$2,336 
4,766 
6,470 
6,026 
15,887 
27,718 
15,504 


2,266,621 


The  declared  exports  from  Rangoon  to  the  Unitetl  States  during 
the  calendar  year  1908  were  valued  at  $180,333.  The  leading  items 
were:  Hides,  worth  $101,854;  candles,  $47,111;  wax,  $13,298;  teak- 
wood  lumber,  $10,791;  and  cutch,  $5,243. 

BRITISH  NORTH  BORNEO. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
^  By  Consul  Orlando  H.  Baeeb,  Sandasan. 

British  North  Borneo  is  owned  and  governed  by  an  incorporated 
company  imder  a  charter  from  the  British  Government.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  south  by  Dutch  Borneo  and  Saranak,  and  on  the 
other  three  sides  by  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  colony  has  an  area  of 
about  31,000  square  miles  and  contains  from  150,000  to  180,000 
inhabitants.  Most  of  the  people  are  of  a  wild  nature  and  Uve  on 
fruit,  fish,  birds,  and  rice.  They  reside  in  villages  near  the  banks  of 
rivers  or  the  seacoast,  leaving  the  vast  intenor  uninhabited  and 
undisturbed.  The  rivers  are  their  highways.  Borneo  is  practically 
without  roads.  Footpaths  are  cut  m  plac^  through  the  jungle 
from  one  river  to  anotner  in  which  the  natives  travel  single  file. 

Like  the  inhabitants  of  other  Pacific  islands,  they  weave  grasses 
and  the  bark  of  trees  into  mats,  baskets,  and  a  kind  of  cloth.  They 
are  fond  of  bright-colored  ornamental  trinkets.  Their  weapons  are 
long  knives,  spears,  and  blowguns  with  poisoned  arrows.  For  agri- 
culture they  use  heavy  hoes,  sometimes  a  sort  of  wooden  plow  drawn 
by  a  carabao  to  break  up  the  ground  for  patches  of  rice  and  vege- 
table gardens.  These  facts  are  mentioned  to  show  the  probable 
demand  for  the  goods  of  civilized  countries. 

The  chief  production  of  British  North  Borneo  is  tobacco.  There 
are  10  estates  producing  it.  The  crop  in  1908  amounted  to  17^564 
bales,  or  3,231,776  pounds,  valued  at  $1,550,311,  gold.  The  natives 
and  Chinese  added  to  this  637  poimds.  This  tobacco  is  used  prin- 
cipally fc^  cigar  wrappers. 

There  are  seven  india  rubber  estates,  but  only  one  producing.  The 
trees  should  be  from  five  to  seven  years  old  before  tapping,  and  most  of 
the  plants  are  yoimg.  The  total  amount  produced  (the  greater  part 
by  natives  from  the  jungle)  in  1908  was  86,245  pounds,  valued  at 
$37,485.  This  was  60  per  cent  less  than  the  amount  produced  in 
1907.  It  is  said  that  all  jungle  or  wild  products  become  scarcer 
every  year. 
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THE  FOREIGN  TRADE. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  the  colony,  treasure  excluded,  for  1908 
was  $3,882,364,  an  increase  of  $42,176  over  the  previous  year.  The 
imports  amounted  to  $1,417,588,  a  decrease  of  $77,550,  and  the 
exports  to  $2,464,776,  an  increase  of  $119,726  as  compared  with 
1907. 

The  imports  into  and  exports  from  North  Borneo  during  the  years 
1907  and  1908  are  shown  in  the  following  comparative  statement: 


Articles. 


IMPORTS. 

Aerated  water 

Anns  and  ammunition. . . . 

Brass  ware 

Building  material 

Cloth 

Dammar 

Fish,  dried 

Earthen  and  glass  ware  . . 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Furniture 

Hemp,  rope,  etc 

Hides  and  leather , 

Iron  and  steel,  manufao- 
tureaof: 

Ironware 

Machinery,  etc 

Railway  material,  etc . 

Instruments,  musical 

Jewelry 

Matches 

Oils: 

Kerosene 

Other 

Opium 

Patots,etr 

Perfumery 

Provisions 

Rattan 

Rice,  flour,  etc 

Salt 

Spirits  and  wine 

Stationery 

Sugar. 

Tea. 

Tobacco 

Yam  and  thread 

AU  other  articles f. 

Total 


S21,796 
2,860 
6,484 
9,330 
229,014 
11,060 
5,669 
16,725 
11,922 
13,090 
6,271 
4,884 


62,268 
26,733 
38,125 
3,240 
6,449 
6,104 

34,605 

29,771 

70,536 

8,797 

4,223 

117,652 
6,266 

379,789 
14,849 
82,655 
15,217 
40,558 
11,652 
62,287 
12,943 

133,328 


1,496,138 


1908. 


$16,128 
3,278 
7,566 

11,197 

188, 174 

8,946 

2,412 

14,666 
9,300 

10,646 
9,656 
4,597 


60,278 
14,751 
8,321 
3,047 
6,828 
6,167 

43,174 
23,160 
79,858 
7,022 
3,806 

127,636 
2,906 

896,668 
16,233  I 
70,376  I 
12,762 
47,684 
12,120 
63,168 
11,709 

132,771 


1,417,5 


Articles. 


1CXPOBT8. 


Animals,  live 

Beeswax 

Birds' nests 

Chemicals,  dyes,  etc.: 

Barks,  roots,  etc... 

Camphor 

Cutch 

Gambler 

Opium 


Cotton 

Fish,  dried 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Gutta-percha,  etc 

Hides  and  skins 

Horns 

Ivory 

Macninery.  etc 

Pepper  and  chilUea 

Provisions 

Rattan 

Rice 

Sago: 

Flour 

Uncleaned 

Sharks' fins 

Shells: 

Mixed 

Turtle 

Tobacco 

Trepang 

Turtle  eggs,  etc 

Wood,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Timber 

Unmanufactured .... 
All  other  articles 


Total. 


1907. 


$4,862 
6,794 
86,915 

10,306 

17,822 

94,968 

6,612 

883 

20,254 

982 

76,860 

16,944 

66,397 

8,662 

2,466 

348 

2,709 

2,709 

6,213 

00,181 

16,328 

61,744 
4,619 
4,187 

7,566 
4,966 
1,380,791 
8,888 
1,772 


254,410 

8,478 

150,407 


2,346,060 


1908. 


$7,354 
2,668 
34,963 

6,231 

18,272 

97,174 

4,458 

301 

16,602 

809 

77,048 

14,220 

40,661 

7,806 

2,678 

776 

2,888 

2,647 

9,961 

66,701 

6,102 

66,271 
3,407 
4,091 

6,066 
4,262 
1,550,311 
7,324 
1,133 


289,746 

6,608 

118,923 


2,464,776 


The  decrease  in  the  imports  of  aerated  water  was  due  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  factory  in  Sandakan  for  manufacturing  ice  and  soft 
drinks,  and  the  loss  of  $40,840  in  the  receipts  of  cloth  was  occasioned 
by  a  surplus  imported  in  1907.  The  decrease  in  imports  of  ironware, 
etc..  which  showed  a  fallinig  off  of  more  than  $60,000^  is  accounted 
for  oy  the  completion  of  raifioad  construction.  The  principal  articles 
of  import  showing  increases  were  sugar,  the  increase  in  which  was 
$7,026;  kerosene,  $8,479;  opium,  $9,322;  provisions,  $10,083;  and 
rice,  flour,  etc.,  $18,869. 

The  exports  declared  at  Sandakan  to  the  United  States  and  the 
Philippine  Islands  during  1908  were  valued  at  $19,194,  and  consisted 
of  the  following  principal  articles:  Cutch,  $5,145;  timber,  $2,984; 
whisky,  $1,488;  launch  and  fittings,  $2,131;  coal,  $1,122;  and  live 
buffaloes,  $1,106, 
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TRANSPORTATION    FACILITIES. 

The  Norddeutcher  Lloyd  Steamship  Company  runs  three  steamers, 
averaging  801  tons  each,  from  Singapore  to  Sandakan  and  the  Philip- 
pine Islands.  On  the  route  they  touch  at  the  island  of  Jjabuan,  a 
coaling  station  near  the  we^t  coast  of  Borneo.  Jesselton,  and  Kudat. 
Rounding  the  northern  point  of  the  island  ana  sailing  southward  they 
enter  Sandakan  Bay,  on  the  east  coast.  Two  of  tnese  boats,  after 
discharring  Sandakan  cargo  and  passengers,  continue  the  journey 
down  tne  east  coast  to  landings  called  Lahad,  Datu,  and  Tawao. 
Back  of  these  landings  are  tobacco  and  rubber  estates.  These  estates 
altogether  employ  11,202  Chinese  and  native  laborers,  and  about  60 
Europeans.  The  imports  at  those  landings  consist  of  rice  and  other 
suppfies  for  these  estates. 

The  exports  consist  of  jungle  products^  which  are  collected  from  the 
forests  and  brought  down  the  rivers  prmcipally  to  Sandakan  in  oar 
and  sailing  boats,  and  reshipped  there  on  German  steamers. 

Two  of  these  steamers  make  monthly  trips  from  Sandakan  to  and 
from  the  Phihppine  Islands,  calling  at  Jolo,  Zamboanga,  Cebu,  and 
Iloilo.  During  a  portion  of  1908,  the  Phihppine  government  had  a 
small  steamer,  210  tons  net,  in  the  inter-island  trade,  competing  with 
the  Grerman  line,  but,  losing  money  on  every  trip,  withdrew  the  boat. 
At  present  (February  16.  1909)  the  entire  shippmg  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  Grermans.  Besides  tnese,  there  are  two  steamers  plying  monthly 
between  Sandakan  and  Hongkong,  taking  away  lumber,  the  product 
of  two  sawmills  in  Sandakan,  and  bringing  in  vegetables,  rice,  grain, 
flour,  and  other  ffoods.  Sandakan  is  660  miles  trom  Manila,  1,200 
miles  from  HongKong,  and  1,000  miles  from  Singapore. 

CEYLON. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul  William  C.  Teichmann,  Colombo. 

Nothing  demonstrates  more  clearly  the  importance  of  Ceylon  as  a 
trading  point  than  the  shipping  statistics  of  its  ^principal  port, 
Colomoo.  During  1908,  3,005  vessels  of  7,525,824  tons  entered  the 
port,  while  the-number  cleared  was  2,992  vessels  of  7,544,828  tons, 
making  a  total  of  15,070,652  tons.  In  addition,  954  vessels  of 
488,936  tons  entered  the  other  ports  of  the  island  during  the  year. 

Compared  with  the  leading  ports  of  the  world  Colombo  ranks  seventh, 
the  order  being  taken  from  tne  1907  statistics  as  follows:  New  York, 
20,391.000  tons;  Antwerp,  19,662,000;  Hongkong,  19,333,000;  Ham- 
burg, 18,953,000;  London,  18,727,000;  Liverpool,  17,740,000,  and 
Colombo,  14,544,005. 

HARBOR   FACILITIES   AND   NEW  EEOULATIONS. 

There  entered  the  port  in  1908,  as  men  of  war  or  transports,  94 
vessels,  including  the  American  battle-ship  fleet  of  16  vessels  and 
several  auxiUaries.  The  harbor  facilities  were  demonstrated  when 
these  American  vessels,  together  with  3  coaUn^  steamers,  were  com- 
fortably berthed  at  the  same  time  without  disturbing  the  regular 
commercial  shipping  of  the  port.  For  once  the  Amencan  flag  was 
seen  in  this  harbor  flying  m>m  more  than  an  occasional  visiting 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ASIA:  GEYI.OK.  559 

man  of  war.  Of  the  113  supplemental  bills  of  health  issued  at  this 
consulate  in  1908,  four  were  written  for  the  use  of  American  men  of 
war,  but  not  one  for  any  other  American  ship. 

Two-thirds  of  the  tonnage  that  entered  the  port  during  1908  repre- 
sented British-owned  vessels.  Germany  ranlced  next  and  France, 
Japan,  Russia,  Austria,  Spain,  Norway,  Netherlands,  Denmark,  and 
Sweden  each  exceeded  in  tonnage  of  vessels  that  of  those  flying  the 
American  flag,  and  the  latter  were  confined  to  war  ships,  transports, 
and  private  yachts.  In  other  words,  $3,90r,937  worth  of  Cfeylon 
merchandise,  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  at  Colombo  in  1908 
for  export  to  the  United  States,  or  to  a  limited  extent  to  the  Philip- 
pine Islands,  was  carried  by  ships  under  foreign  control  and  flag  m 
the  absence  of  an  American  merchant  marine;  and  this  despite  the 
steadily  increasing  freight  and  passenger  traffic  between  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  and  Boston  ports  at  one  end  and  Manila  at  the  other, 
with  considerable  trade  between  these  American  cities  and  inter- 
mediate Asiatic  points. 

In  connection  with  possible  efforts  to  establish  American  shipping 
to  Colombo,  recent  changes  in  Colombo  harbor  dues  should  be  taken 
into  consideration.  The  government,  with  the  sanction  of  the  sec- 
retary of  state  for  the  Bntish  colonies,  has  decided  to  increase  the 
maximum  rate  of  entering  dues  on  steamers  from  $38.96  per  steamer, 
if  the  tonnage  exceeds  1,760  tons,  to  $47.04  for  a  vessel  of  1,750  to 
2,000  tons,  and  for  every  additional  250  to  500  tons  an  extra  charge 
of  $4.87  to  $8.11,  so  that  a  steamer  of  8,000  to  8,500  tons  will  have  to 
pay  $194.64  entrance  dues.  For  the  purpose  of  strengthening 
Colombo's  advantages  for  coaling  in  comparison  with  those  of  other 
ports  no  fee  will  be  demanded  for  tugs,  and  steamers  calling  for  coal 
and  water  only  will  be  chained  a  consolidated  rate  of  $48.66  to  cover 
pilotage,  entering  dues,  tugs,  and  Ceylon  government  bill  of  health. 
These  new  regulations  went  into  force  on  January  1,  1909. 

Colombo's  importation  of  coal  is  adequate  to  its  requirements  as  a 
^eat  coalii^  point  for  steamers,  697,535  tons  having  been  imported 
m  1908,  divided  as  follows:  From  the  United  Kingdom,  266,539  tons; 
India,  383,269;  and  other  countries,  47,727.  A  project  now  assured 
of  execution  will  aid  materially  in  making  Colombo  one  of  the  greatest 
trade  centers  of  India.  Railroads  are  now  in  course  of  construction 
from  Bombay  and  Calcutta,  in  the  north,  to  the  narrow  strait  sepa- 
rating Ceylon  from  India,  and  from  Colombo  northward  toward 
Manaar  on  this  strait.  A  ferry  service  has  been  determined  upon  to 
carry  freight  and  passenger  traflic  over  the  strait,  and  with  through 
cars'  ultimately  added  to  the  system  Colombo  will  have  assumed 
its  natural  position  as  the  gateway  to  India  from  the  west. 

TBADE  OONDmONS — TEA  CROP. 

While  the  effect  of  the  American  financial  crisis  was  felt  in  some 

Quarters,  it  did  not  materially  weaken  the  Colombo  export  business, 
'or  instance,  the  exports  of  black  tea  declined  from  176,117,016 
pounds  in  1907  to  174,418.174  pounds  in  1908,  a  loss  of  only  1,698,842 
pounds,  and  green  tea  declined  only  from  5,906,716  to  5,631,147 
pounds. 

The  yield  of  tea  in  Ceylon  was  not  so  large  during  the  1908  season 
as  it  was  in  1907.     The  mcreased  cultivation  of  ruboer  is  influencing 
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the  production  owing  to  the  interplanting  of  tea  fields  with  rubber. 
This  fact  is  o£Pset  again  by  an  increase  in  area  of  tea  planting,  as  indi- 
cated by  the  continued  demand  and  high  prices  paia  for  tea  seed. 

The  ^[uantity  of  tea  offered  for  sale  in  1908  was  85,071,326  pounds, 
but  owing  to  many  withdrawals  the  sales  amounted  to  only  64,056,601 
pounds  at  an  average  price  of  12.3  cents  (American)  per  pound.  In 
1907  the  amount  offered  for  sale  was  78,177,234  pounds,  of  which 
65,212,556  pounds  were  sold,  bringing  13.3  cents  per  poimd.  This 
fall  in  prices  was  ascribed  to  slackness  of  business  and  not  to  poorness 
of  quality  or  to  overproduction.  Record  prices  were  paid  for  the 
best  pannings  and  dusts  in  August  and  September,  the  better  brands 
being  in  demand  for  the  brick-tea  trade  m  Russia.  In  quality  the 
common  and  medium  grades  represented  the  average,  but  during  the 
year  some  fine  teas  appeared  m  the  market,  bringing  good  prices. 
During  the  last  six  months  of  the  year  the  highest  price  paid  in 
Colombo  was  12.8  cents  and  the  lowest  11.03  cents.  The  largest 
quantity  of  tea  sold  by  one  estate  during  the  year  was  750,000 
pounds,  at  an  average  price  of  13.38  cents  per  pound. 

While  there  was  a  decrease  in  exports  of  green  tea,  direct  sales  to 
the  United  States  increased  considerably  as  compared  with  1907, 
that  country  bein?  the  largest  consumer  of  green  teas.  The  direct 
shipments  to  the  United  States  in  1908  amounted  to  794,964  pounds, 
representing  less  than  one-seventh  of  the  total  quantity  of  tea  from 
Ceylon,  as  5,093,274  pounds  of  black  tea  from  Ceylon  entered  the 
American  market,  the  total  of  both  varieties  amountiujg  to  5,888,238 
pounds.  The  value  of  this  tea  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate 
at  Colombo  was  $1,109,168,  against  $1,068,198  worth  in  1907  and 
$852,479  in  1906. 

It  is  estimated  that  Ceylon's  1909  tea  crop  will  be  distributed,  in 
pounds,  as  follows:  United  Kingdom,  107,500,000;  Australia 
23,000,000;  Russia,  21,000,000;  United  States,  16,000,000;  China 
and  Straits  Settlements,  8,000,000;  India,  2,000,000;  and  all  other 
countries,  4,500,000. 

^  CULTIVATION   OF   RUBBER. 

The  most  sanguine  expectations  regarding  the  future  of  rubber 
prevail  in  Ceylon.  The  facts  that  production  nas  increased  elsewhere, 
and  that  an  artificial  product  may  establish  itself  in  the  future  are 
disregarded  here,  and  the  successful  economic  manufacture  of  syn- 
thetic rubber  is  not  feared.  In  a  measure  tea  has  been  supplanted  by 
rubber  on  quite  a  number  of  estates,  although  others  have  concluded 
to  take  up  tne  cultivation  of  tea  anew.  The  total  shipments  of  rubber 
in  1907  amounted  to  556,080  pounds  and  in  1908  to  912,125  pounds. 
A  better  quality  of  the  '*cr6pe''  form  is  now  produced,  it  being  given 
a  more  even  color  as  most  desired  by  the  trade.  Until  recently 
''biscuit"  and  "sheet"  were  most  in  favor  with  the  planters,  but  now 
they  prefer  to  make  "white  cr6pe,"  which  brings  higher  prices. 
Good  "biscuit"  and  "sheet"  sold  for  80.84  cents  to  $1.26^  per 
pound  during  the  last  six  months  of  the  year.  There  were  2,497 
hundredweight  exported  to  the  United  States  in  1908,  valued  at 
$304,730,  against  $208,080  in  1907  and  $107,437  in  1906.  The 
rubber  exported  in  1908  to  the  United  Kingdom  from  Ceylon  was 
valued  at  $728,588.  All  rubber  was  eageny  taken  up  by  local 
buyers,  and  an  increa^d  production  in  Ceylon  may  be  expected. 
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PRINCIPAL   IMPOSTS. 


The  following  statement-  shows  the  quantity  of  the  several  prod- 
ucts imported  into  Ceylon  during  1908: 


ArUcles. 

Quantity. 

266,630 
303,260 
47,727 

Articles. 

QuanUty. 

Coal: 

United  Kingdom.... 
India. 

tons.. 

do.... 

do-... 

do... 

bales.. 

....padages.. 

Tin  boxes: 

Japan 

Other  countries. 

Kerosene  oil: 

Bulk 

Cases 

Total 

OUUquidfuel 

Wines  and  spirits... 
Timber: 

Teak 

Other 

value 

number.. 

do.... 

gallons.. 

do.... 

do.... 

do... 

do.... 

tons.. 

do.... 

and    hardware. 

1,347,101 
616,005 

Total 

607,585 

3,225.001 
652,482 

Cotton  piece  goods: 

United  lOngdom.... 

Do 

Other  countries. . . 

2,033 

10,074 

1,722 

6,186 

3,877,673 

1,030.350 
204,101 

Do 

....packages.. 

Qdred  weight. . 

do.... 

do.... 

do... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

Iron: 

Hoop hu. 

Corrugated 

Nallsand  rivets 

25,527 
31,540 
14,018 

5,505 
774 

$443,000 

Hatches 

Cement 

TTmhrpllM 

cases.. 

barrels.. 

cases 

6,603 

64,524 

1,266 

80,200 

165,222 

1,506 

Total 

71,004 

Manure: 

United  Kingdom.... 

India 

Continent 

65,167 
725,423 
175,024 

Sugar: 

China 

Other  countries. 
Tin,  lead 

.hundredweight.. 
.'.*.*.. '.'.'.'.'.'..tons!! 

TRADE   WITH   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

Tea  represented  the  greatest  value  of  all  articles  exported  to  the 
United  States  during  1908.  Cocoonut  oil  took  second  place  with  a 
value  of  $995,143,  against  $604,082  in  1907  and  $666,366  in  1906. 
The  local  price  of  cocoanut  oil  was  $118.42  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  in  July 
and  $133.08  in  December.  Large  shipments  from  Java,  Singapore, 
Philippine  Islands,  etc.,  lowered  the  price  of  cocoanut  oil  until  the 
stocks  in  Europe  were  used,  which  caused  a  rise  in  the  prices  for 
both  nuts  and  copra. 

Citronella  oil  found  a  good  sale  in  the  United  States,  the  exports 
bemg  valued  at  $124,528  in  1908,  agamst  $112,686  m  1907.  The 
total  exports  of  this  oil  amounted  to  1,390,602  pounds,  of  which  the 
United  States  took  542,653  poimds. 

In  desiccated  cocoanuts  38,567  hundredweight,  valued  at  $254,134, 
were  shipped  to  the  United  States  in  1908.  The  failure  of  rains 
during  the  year  will  result  in  a  short  crop  in  1909,  and  prices  are 
expected  to  rise  correspondingly. 

The  commodity  chiefly  aflfected  by  the  financial  crisis  of  1907-8 
was  plumbago,  so  far  as  the  exports  to  America  were  concerned. 
From  the  figures  of  $1,534,654  in  1907  the  value  of  this  article  shipped 
to  the  United  States  fell  to  $857,377  in  1908.  The  improvement  in 
industrial  conditions  in  the  United  States  during  the  latter  half  of 
1908  resulted  in  ^ains  in  the  exports  of  plumbago  to  that  country 
and  a  corresponding  rise  in  prices  from  tne  low  level  to  which  the 
market  had  dropped  during  the  first  four  months  that  year.  However, 
competition  from  other  Asiatic  sources  is  arousing  some  fears  in 
Colombo. 
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The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  Colombo  to  the  United 
States  in  1908  was  $3,901,937,  a  decrease  of  $274,112  from  that  of 
1907.     The  value  of  the  exports,  by  articles,  was  as  follows: 


ArUcU*. 

1007. 

1008. 

Articles. 

1007. 

1008. 

Cardamoms 

$2,848 
63,796 
87,888 
238,231 

$4,460 

77,028 
54,042 
254,134 

3.816 
2,053 
26,564 

124.528 
005,143 

pininbago 

35,568 

206,060 

2,625 

1,068,108 

20,713 

16,677 

150,073 

$857,377 
7|064 

Olnn<imon . .      , 

Precious  stones 

Coooft ... 

Rubber 

304,730 

3,263 

CocoftDuts.  desiccated 

Seeds,  rubber 

Fibers: 

Tea 

1,100,168 
33,780 

Coir 

Tea  fluff  and  waste 

Yam,  coir 

Mattress 

28.210 
1,700 

112.686 
004.082 

21,120 
22,758 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Oils: 

atronella 

4.176,040 

3,001,037 

Cocoanut 

HOW   TO   SECURE   TRADE. 

Many  freight  ships  which  go  to  American  ports  loaded  with  Asiatic 
commodities  generally  return  only  with  small  cargoes  or  with  con- 
signments of  petroleimi  accepted  at  low  rates  to  take  the  place  of 
ballast.  A  systematic  utilization  of  these  traffic  opportunities  should 
contribute  somewhat  to  the  conquest  of  Asiatic  markets,  especially 
that  of  Colombo. 

American  manufacturing  interests  should  establish  agencies  at 
Colombo  and  equip  them  with  financial  resources  and  judicious 
literature.  Instead  of  expecting  immediate  results  they  should 
remember  that  in  the  Orient  only  bv  patient  and  imtiring  effort  can 
the  white  and  native  business  man  be  persuaded  to  change  from  the 
old  conservative  habit  of  bujring  from  sources  which  have  no  live 
competition.  The  remarkable  success  of  the  German  drummer  in 
the  oriental  markets  is  proof  that  systematic  activity  in  this  direc- 
tion must  eventually  bring  good  returns. 

In  spite  of  opposition  American  petroleum  interests  have  gained 
a  foothold  in  Ceylon,  as  well  as  other  Indian  points,  through  their 
well-managed  and  finely  equipped  agencies,  resulting  in  1908  in 
imports  at  Colombo  valued  at  $133,701,  and  it  is  not  one  year  since 
this  agency  was  established. 

American  hardware,  machinery,  canned  goods,  food  supplies,  tinned 
milk,  typewriters,  paper, low-cut  canvas  shoes  for  the  tropical  climate, 
nails,  cast  steel,  drugs,  flannels,  dyed  cotton  piece  goods,  biscuits,  lamps, 
electric  appliances,  automobiles,  drills,  and  various  articles  useful  in 
the  Tropics  would  find  more  or  less  of  a  market,  but  only  by  persistent 
local  drumming.  Long  credits  are  much  favored  here  and  are  a 
strong  card  of  the  German  seller.  A  few  syndicated  agencies  with  a 
ready  stock  of  goods  on  hand  could  accomplish  considerable  in 
developing  trade. 

FEDERATED  MALAY  STATES. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Vicb-Consul-General  George  E.  Chamberlin,  Singapore. 

The  total  volume  of  trade  of  the  Federated  Malay  States  for  1908, 
excluding  bullion  and  specie,  amounted  to  $64,508,256.  Of  this 
total  trade,  imports  were  valued  at  $27,313,094,  and  exports  at 
$37,195,162. 
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The  distribution  of  trade  among  the  several  States  was  as  follows: 


state. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Perak 

$13,260,865 

2,294,892 
960,022 

$19,896,627 

12,898,199 

3.493,853 

1,606.983 

$31,457,482 

Belaneor , . . 

24,096,824 

NeffrTSerabltan 

6,787,745 

PaEanc 

3,567,206 

Total 

27,313,094 

37,195,163 

64,506,256 

The  trade  of  the  Federated  Malay  States  for  the  year  under  review 
shows  the  result  of  the  universal  trade  depression,  and  directly  to  the 
low  price  of  tin,  which  is  the  chief  product  of  this  country,  is  due  the 
principal  decrease  in  trade. 

Imports  showed  a  decrease  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  of 
$2,478,376.  Live  animals,  food,  drinks,  and  narcotics  were  respon- 
sible for  $1,419,229  of  this  decrease,  and  manufactured  articles  for 
the  balance;  textiles  alone  showed  a  decrease  of  over  $700,000.  The 
exports  showed  a  decrease  of  $8,501,180  as  compared  with  1907,  tin 
being  responsible  for  nearly  $8,000,000  of  this  loss.  Paddy  was  ex- 
ported to  the  extent  of  $290,420;  tapioca,  $463,535;  pepper,  $63,645; 
rubber,    $2,584,400;    gold,    $262,447;         '      " 


sugar,    $419,200; 
$31,664,818. 


and    tin, 


SHIPPING  AND   MINING. 


The  two  leading  ports  of  the  Federated  Malay  States,  Port  Swetten- 
ham  and  Port  Dickson,  showed  a  substantial  increase  in  shipping. 
At  Port  Swettenham  there  arrived  during  1908,  exclusive  of  native 
craft,  1,133  steam  vessels  of  819,483  registered  tonnage,  an  increase 
of  276,967  tons  over  1907.  At  Port  Dickson  the  number  of  vessels 
entering  was  675  of  254,999  tons,  an  increase  of  55,000  tons.  The 
tonnage  of  the  other  ports  of  the  Federation,  Telok  Anson  and  Kuan- 
tan,  amounted  to  139,227  and  26,419,  respectivelv,  thus  making  the 
total  tonnage  of  the  four  ports  of  the  Federated  Malay  States  1 ,333,639 
tons. 

The  year  was  not  a  prosperous  one  for  the  mining  industry  owing 
to  the  low  prices  for  tm  prevailing.  According  to  the  report  of  the 
senior  warden  of  mines,  the  total  tm  output  for  1908  was  50,837  tons 
of  2,240  pounds,  an  increase  of  2,406  tons  over  1907.  In  1908  the 
average  price  of  tin  was  $634.37  per  ton  as  compared  with  $796.66  in 
1907,  which  accounts  for  the  decrease  in  value  of  the  output  of  the 
mines.  Of  the  four  States,  Perak  produced  54.8  per  cent  or  the  total 
output,  Selangor  33.1  per  cent,  Negri  Sembilan  7.5  per  cent,  and 
Pahang  4.6  per  cent. 

The  labor  force  engaged  in  the  tin  mines  decreased  from  231,368  in 
1907  to  195,081  in  1908,  although  the  output  increased.  This  was 
due  to  an  improvement  in  the  method  of  working  which  has  been 
brought  about  by  the  installation  of  modem  mining  machinery.  In 
1907  the  average  output  for  each  laborer  was  468  pounds  of  tin, 
while  in  1908  it  was  574  pounds.  With  the  exception  of  8,000 
Indians  and  Japanese,  all  the  laborers  employed  m  mines  were 
Chinese.  The  area  of  land  devoted  to  mining  purposes  is  283,057 
acres. 
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There  is  but  one  gold  mine  of  importance  in  the  Federated  Malay 
States,  which  is  owned  by  the  Raub  Australian  Gold  Mining  Com- 
pany, and  which  during  the  year  had  an  output  of  14,653  ounces  of 
gold  from  77,257  tons  of  ore  crushed. 

AGRICULTURAL  ACREAGE — CULTIVATION  OF  BUBBEB. 

The  agricultural  acreage  of  the  Federated  Malay  States  at  the  end 
of  1908  was  something  over  319,722  acres,  divided  among  the  several 
States  as  follows:  Perak,  131,830  acres;  Selangor,  111,710;  Negri 
Sembilan,  68,718;  and  Pahang,  17,464.  This  acreage,  which  ex- 
cludes paddy  lands  and  those  devoted  to  horticulture,  is  planted  with 
the  following  staple  products:  Cocoanuts,  118,697  acres;  rubber, 
168,048;  coffee,  8,431 ;  and  in  other  crops,  chieflj  tapioca,  24,546. 

The  acreage  under  cocoanuts  increased  during  the  year  by^  6,137 
acres;  rubber,  41,813;  and  other  products,  12,411  acres;  while  the 
acreage  under  coffee  was  reduced  by  2,402  acres. 

The  director  of  agriculture  gives  the  number  of  rubber  estates  in 
the  Federation  as  300  and  their  acreage  as  455,596,  with  168,048 
acres  actually  planted  with  rubber,  and  the  number  of  trees  as 
26,165,310,  with  an  output  in  1908  of  1,425  tons  of  dry  rubber  against 
885  tons  in  1907.  The  price  of  rubber  varied  from  75  cents  per 
pound  at  the  first  of  the  year  to  $1.35  at  the  close,  with  an  average  of 
about  $1  per  pound,  and  the  cost  or  production  is  estimated  at  about 
36  cents  per  pound.  Thus  the  margin  of  profit  to  the  planter  was 
satiisfactory.  The  average  output  per  tree,  estimated  on  the  number 
of  trees  actually  tapped,  was  1  pound  and  15 J  ounces.  This  is  con- 
sidered a  satisfactory  yield  considering  the  fact  that  most  of  the 
trees  that  were  tapped  were  in  their  first  year.  In  the  State  of  Negri 
Sembilan,  where  the  trees  are  older,  the  average  was  3  pounds  and 
2J  oimces  per  tree.  The  total  number  of  laborers  employed  on  rub- 
ber estates  is  about  57,000,  principally  Tamils. 

The  director  of  agriculture  states  that  Malaya  possesses  the  finest 
climate  in  the  world  for  the  rapid  and  healthy  growth  of  Para  rubber, 
and,  since  millions  of  acres  suitable  for  the  cultivation  are  still  avail- 
able, there  is  every  probability  that  this  country  will  be  in  the  future 
one  of  the  largest  producers  of  rubber  in  the  world. 

COCOANUTS,  COFFEE,  AND  TAPIOCA — BESEBVED   FOBESTS. 

About  two-thirds  of  the  area,  118,697  acres,  under  cocoanuts  is 
estimated  to  be  in  bearing,  and  the  value  of  the  whole  is  said  by  the 
inspector  of  cocoanut  plantations  to  be  about  $13,041,000.  The 
amount  of  copra  exported  in  1908  was  4,812  tons.  The  copra  pro- 
duced on  the  European-owned  estates  was  of  good  quality  and  ob- 
tained high  prices,  but  the  copra  from  native  holdings  is  very  inferior 
owing  to  the  lax  method  of  collecting  and  treating  the  nuts. 

While  the  cultivation  of  coflFee  at  uie  present  prices  leaves  a  profit, 
the  larger  returns  expected  from  rubber  and  cocoanuts  have  nad  a 
tendency  to  curtail  its  production,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  there  will  be 
any  material  increase  m  the  output  of  this  product  for  some  time 
to  come. 

Owing  to  the  low  prices  prevaiUng  during  the  year  the  cultivation 
of  tapioca  was  discouraged,  and  it  is  alleged  that  in  some  instances 
the  cultivators  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  harvest  the  crop. 
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The  extent  of  the  reserved  forests  in  the  Federated  Malay  States  is 
682  square  miles  (436,710  acres).  It  is  intended  to  increase  this  area 
largely,  but  diflBculty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  the  services 
of  surveyors.  It  is  expected  that  it  will  be  increased  by  some  135,000 
acres  during  1909. 

PUBLIC   WOEKS   AND  EAILWATS. 

The  total  expenditure  on  public  works  in  1908  amounted  to  $4,477,- 
155.  Of  this  amount  $2,579,111  was  spent  on  roads,  streets,  and 
bridges,  and  the  balance  on  other  works  and  building. 

During  1908  the  roads  of  the  Federated  Malay  States  were  im- 
proved bv  the  construction  of  123  J  miles  of  metaled  (macadamized) 
cart  roads,  thus  making  the  total  length,  of  metaled  roads  in  the 
country  1,791  miles.  In  addition  to  this  there  are  245  miles  of  un- 
metaled  roads  and  1,402  miles  of  bridle  paths.  About  $160,000  was 
spent  on  bridges. 

The  railway  mileage  open  to  traflBc  in  the  Federated  Malay  States 
at  the  end  of  1908  was  542  miles.  This  includes  73  miles  of  sidings. 
The  road  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Government,  and  the  amount 
of  the  capital  account  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  $25,799,115.  The 
net  profit  on  the  capital  invested  was  3.4  per  cent. 

A  motor  service  is  maintained  at  certain  points  in  connection  with 
the  railway.  There  are  36  motors  in  use  for  passenger  service  and  6 
lorries  for  freight.  The  mileage  run  by  these  motors  in  1908  was 
259,178  niiles,  and  the  number  of  passengers  carried  was  202,549. 

The  number  of  telegraph  offices  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  107, 
and  the  length  of  telegraph,' telephone,  and  other  wires  1,280  miles. 
In  addition  to  this  213  mues  of  main  line  were  constructed  across  the 
State  of  Johore  to  Singapore,  thus  connecting  the  Federated  Malay 
States  with  Singapore  by  overland  telegraph. 

STRAITS  SETTLEMENTS, 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Vicb-Consul-Gbnbral  Gborqb  E.  Ohambbrlin,  Singaporb. 

The  trade  of  the  Straits  Settlements  suffered  a  severe  depression 
throughout  1908.  Although  the  quantity  of  exports  was  greater  than 
in  1907,  prices  were  low  and  unremunerative,  and  this  resulted  in  a 
decrease  m  the  consumption  of  imported  goods. 

The  second  half  of  the  year  proved  less  favorable  than  the  first, 
probably  because  there  was  an  absence  of  the  speculative  element 
which  is  usual  in  the  market  and  dealers  curtailed  credits  with  their 
customers,  who  were  thus  compelled  to  confine  orders  to  their  imme- 
diate requirements.  The  trading  community  has  received  an  object 
lesson  in  giving  credit  beyond  what  is  required  for  legitimate  busi- 
ness. A  movement  among  the  principal  firms  to  limit  credits  to  sixtv 
days,  and  to  insist  on  deliveries  within  the  same  period,  met  with 
some  measure  of  support  and  beneficial  results  followed.  At  the  close 
of  the  year  it  was  generally  felt  that  the  market  was  in  a  healthier 
and  more  natural  condition  than  it  had  been  for  some  years. 
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IMPORTS   AND  EXPORTS   BY  COUNTRIES. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  into  and  exports  from  the  Straits 
Settlements  during  1908  was  $167,882,813  and  $148,551,851,  respec- 
tively. This  was  a  decrease  of  about  10  per  cent  in  the  value  of^the 
imports  and  about  8  per  cent  in  the  value  of  the  exports  from  1907. 
The  imports  and  exports,  by  countries,  in  1908  were  as  follows: 


Country. 


Imports. 


United  States 

Australia 

Austria-Hungary 

Belgium 

British      India      and 

Burma 

China  and  Hongkong. . 

Denmark 

Dutch  East  Indies 

Federated  Malay  States 

France 

French  Indo-China 

Germany , 

Italy 


$1,987,226 

3,496,182 

519,588 

966,162 

19.10U934 
13,2(M,336 

:.i,too 

lM.s.>-..ii56 

39,143,128 

9I(MJ04 

5.La5,l36 

1'.  795. 474 

l,:J7y,008 


Exports. 


$13,043,545 

677,886 

1,466,166 

1,278,028 

8,744,398 
6,849,166 
390,540 
22,077,962 
22,608,864 
5,503,218 
081,444 
8,226,578 
2,063,636 


Country. 


Japan 

Johore 

'KpjRntftn , 

Netheriands 

Russia 

Sarawak 

Siam 

Spain 

Sweden 

Tringganu 

United  Kingdom.. 
All  other  countries. 

Total 


Imports. 


$3,807,482 

4,140,290 

456,196 

1,136,000 

5,660 

2,619,882 

21,017,278 

54,336 

46,006 

774,854 

17,313,374 

3.063,825 


167.882,813 


Exports. 


$1,839,500 

2,413,990 

324,518 

057,106 

l,n7,810 

2,350,654 

9,647,470 

318,658 

263,190 

310,224 

35,400,338 

4,079,982 


148,661,861 


PRINCIPAL   ABTICLE8   OF   IMPORT. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  principal  articles  imported  into 
the  Colony  during  1908: 


Articles. 


Animals: 

Cattle 

Goats  and  sheep 

Hogs. 

Bark,  mangrove 

Birds'  nests 

Books  and  maps 

Breadstulb: 

Bran 

Bread  and  biscuits. . . 

Flour,  wheat 

Sago 

Carriages,  motor  oars,  etc. 

Cement 

Chemicals,  drugs,  etc 

Chocolate  and  oococL 

Clocks  and  watches 

Coal 

Coffee 

Copra 

Cordage 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Blankets 

Piece  goods— 

Dved 

Plain 

Prints 

Sarongs,  etc 

Thread 

Yam 

Crockery,  etc 

Curry  stuffs 

Electrical  apparatus,  etc. 
Fish  and  fish  products. . . 
Fruit  and  nuts: 

Fruit— 

Dried 

Fresh 

Nuts- 
Ground 

nupe 

Gambler 


$726,747 
190,120 
956,267 
145,353 
274,050 
166,409 

1,241,045 
233,709 

1,589,800 

1,283,249 
606,584 
576,351 

1,162,798 
in,  679 
126,765 

4,252,111 
736,907 

5,105,434 
491,780 

105,427 

1,786,052 

4,044,938 
854,791 

2,399,909 
332,875 

1,199.043 
658,606 
458,259 
425.060 

4,897,498 


271.004 
408,077 

531,512 

259.696 

2,496,320 


Articles. 


Value. 


Glass  and  glassware 

Gums,  resuis,  etc.: 

Gum- 
Benzoin  

Copal 

Dammar , 

other 

Gutta-percha,  etc 

Haberdashery 

Hats  and  caps. 

Instruments,  musical 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of: 

Bar  and  nail  rod 

Corrugated 

Hardware 

Ironware 

Machinery 

Nails 

Railway  and  tramway  material. . . 

Steel 

Tinplates 

Tools,  etc 

Leather,  and  manutaotures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

other 

Matches 

Mats  and  matting 

Oils: 

Coooanut 

TCnphnng^ 

Lubricatfaig 

Petroleum 

Other •■ 

Opium I 

Ore,  tin 

Paints  and  varnish 

Paper,  and  manu&ctures  of I 

Pepper 

Perfumery 

Provisions: 

Bacon  and  hams. 

Butter  and 


$368,006 


261,300 
781,297 
222,886 
444,290 
4,337,196 
1,600,336 
174,096 
161,901 

121,347 
166,680 
487,062 
1,008,900 
1,196,424 
160,671 
416,448 
890,708 
378,058 
220,608 

148,351 
161,766 
637,000 
278,814 

265.580 
662,601 
250,632 

1,770.S7S 
575.047 

5.183.162 

30,060,161 

380.480 

680,680 

4,060,622 
196,623 

78,686 
104, 8M 
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Articles. 


ProTisions— Continued. 

Lard 

Meat,  fresh 

Mlllc,  condensed.... 

Other 

Rattan 

Rice  and  paddy 

Sacks,  gunny 

Salt 

Seeds. 

Silk,  manuilKJtures  of: 

Piece  goods 

Thread 

Soap  and  soda 

Spicee,  etc 

Spirits,  wines,  etc.: 

Ale  and  beer,  etc. . . 

Brandy 

Gin 

Whie 

Other 


Value. 


$77»,762 

212,877 

904,701 

1,423,028 

1,743,239 

22,789,128 

1,948,  on 

238,666 
434,678 

928,570 

113,128 

259,656 

1,721,200 

407,132 
503.352 
227,303 
152,798 
245,816 


Articles. 


Sugar 

Tapioca 

Tea 

Textiles,  n.  e.  s 

Tin 

Tobacco,  and  manuf^tures  of: 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 

Tobacco 

Wood,  and  manufsotures  of: 

Cabinet  ware 

Firewood 

Planks 

Timber 

Wooden  ware 

Wool,  manuftetures  of: 

Blankets 

Cloth 

Other 


Value. 


•2, 


785,403 
778,759 
957,898 
794,949 
',964,880 

,258,491 
1,371,499 

200,320 
170,802 
150,968 
488,972 
180,789 

86,631 
290.158 
38,431 


MARKET   FOR   PIECE   GOODS. 

The  business  in  piece  goods  was  smaller  and  less  profitable  than  in 
1907,  which  also  showed  a  falling  oflF  from  previous  years.  All  three 
classes  (plain,  dyed,  and  printed)  together  fell  oflF  689,958  pieces  in 
quantity,  or  1 6.5  per  cent,  and  $1 ,944,890  in  value,  or  22.5  per  cent;  but 
stocks  were  freely  drawn  from,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year,  though 
still  in  excess  of  those  in  and  prior  to  1905,  they  were  much  below 
the  average  for  the  two  preceding  years.  Exports  to  all  the  prin- 
cipal markets  of  all  three  classes  fell  oflf  17  per  cent.  Siam.  the  Fed- 
erated Malay  States,  Sumatra,  and  Borneo  showed  weaKened  de- 
mands; the  decline  was  most  marked  in  dyed  cottons.  Large  direct 
shipments  of  goods  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  European  firms  in 
Siam  continued,  and  this  had  a  restrictive  effect  on  the  sales  of  staples 
from  here.  There  were  received  in  Siam  in  1908  6,632,900  yards  of 
white  and  gray  goods,  an  increase  of  64,000  yards;  1 1 ,026,800  yards  of 
dyed,  an  advance  of  2,600,000  yards,  and  3,984,000  yards  of  printed,  a 
declme  of  3,571 ,600  yards. 

The  demand  for  gray  yarn  increased  the  receipts  of  yam  from  the 
United  Klingdom,  but  a  fall  in  imports  from  Indian  ports  reduced  the 
total  received.  The  decrease  amounted  to  3,520  bales,  valued  at 
$170,940.  Colored  yams  showed  a  slight  gain,  nearly  all  coming 
from  the  United  Kingdom  and  India.  Shipments  from  the  former 
showed  a  decrease  of  17  per  cent  and  of  the  latter  an  increase  of  14 
per  cent,  the  total  increase  from  all  countries  amounting  to  $46,651. 

Sewing  thready  sarongs,  slendangs  and  kains,  and  cotton  blankets 
all  showed  a  falling  off,  the  decrease  in  the  three  classes  amounting 
to  about  $550,000.  Cotton  handkerchiefs  showed  a  slight  increase 
in  imports. 

RECEIPTS   OF   IBON   AND   STEEL   PRODUCTS. 

There  was  an  increase  of  $51 ,289  in  the  iinports  of  machinery.  Out 
of  the  total  imports  of  $1,196,424  the  United  Klingdom  supplied 
$948,050  worth,  the  United  States  $35,393,  Belgium  $36,790,  and 
Germany  $25,000.  In  addition  there  were  $54,416  worth  of  sewing 
machines  imported,  of  which  the  United  States'  share  was  $3,653. 
Under  ordinary  circumstances  there  would  have  been  a  heavy  decline 
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in  the  imports  of  machinery,  but  the  extensive  harbor  improvements 
now  imder  construction  caused  the  imports  of  heavy  machinery  from 
the  United  Kingdom  to  increase  greatly.  Ironware  imports  decreased 
$163,609,  showmg  a  falling  off  in  shipments  from  the  United  King- 
dom, Germany,  and  the  United  States. 

Trade  in  cycles,  motor  cars,  etc.,  showed  a  substantial  expansion. 
The  imports  in  1907  amounted  to  $365,664,  and  in  1908  to  $487,866, 
an  increase  of  about  33  per  cent.  The  United  Kingdom  forwarded 
$346,958  of  this  amount,  France  $24,338,  Germany  $23,000,  Belgium 
$19,500,  and  the  United  States  $14,593. 

Hardware  imports  amounted  to  $487,062,  a  decrease  of  $731,887. 
The  heavy  loss  m  this  line  can  be  accounted  for  only  by  the  fact  that 
stocks  at  the  end  of  1907  were  greatly  in  excess  of  those  of  previous 
years.  The  United  Kingdom  and  Germany  were  the  principal  sources 
of  supply,  the  United  States  furnishing  only  $7,502  worth.  Iron  nails 
also  snowed  a  heavy  falling  oflF,  imports  cfecreasing  from  $255,284  in 
1907  to  $150,671  in  1908,  shipments  from  the  United  States  alone 
decreasing  $51,985. 

Of  other  iron  and  steel  manufactures,  nearly  all  showed  decreases 
ranging  from  5  to  50  per  cent. 

FOODS,  DRINKS,  AND    NARCOTICS. 

Rice  and  paddy,  which  are  the  largest  food  articles  of  import,  were 
valued  at  $22,789,128  in  1908,  of  which  rice  amounted  to  519,869 
tons,  worth  $21,192,990,  an  increase  of  64,028  tons  and  $2,493,796 
in  value. 

Wheat  flour  receipts  amounted  to  29,012  tons,  valued  at  $1,589,890, 
against  32,807  tons,  valued  at  $1,719,481,  in  1907.  Direct  ship- 
ments of  flour  from  the  United  States  amounted  to  $376,276,  an 
increase  of  $311,490.  *  From  Hongkong  there  was  received  $832,586 
worth,  and  it  is  estimated  that  from  one-half  to  two-thirds  of  this 
amount  is  of  American  origin,  the  balance  principally  Australian. 
There  was  received  direct  from  Australia  flour  to  the  value  of  $284,132, 
a  decrease  of  $653,164. 

Lard  imported  reached  a  value  of  $776,752,  a  decrease  of  $136,972, 
and  of  this  amoimt  the  United  States  furnished  $140,644  worth, 
which  was  $37,374  less  than  in  1907.  Hongkong  sent  $250,372,  and 
China  $346,958  worth. 

The  imports  of  dried  and  preserved  fruits  decreased  $113,548; 
oilmen's  stores,  $133,488;  provisions,  $121,556;  and  sugar,  $155,122. 

Spirits  received  in  1908  amounted  to  997,868  gallons,  a  decrease 
of  189,132  gallons;  malt  liquors,  688,980  gallons,  a  decrease  of  102,142 
gallons;  bottled  beer  and  bulk  ale,  580,166,  or  54,834  gallons  less  than 
m  1907,  and  the  imports  of  porter  and  stout  decreased  47,924  gallons. 
Of  beer  and  ale  Germany  supplied  317,698  gallons,  the  united 
Kingdom  217,364  gallons,  and  the  United  States  330  gallons.  All 
the  porter  and  stout  was  received  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Opium  imports  amounted  to  11,587  chests,  a  decline  of  2,127  chests 
from  1907.  Of  this  amount  9,395  chests  were  reexported  to  the 
Federated  Malay  States  and  ports  in  the  Dutch  East  Indies. 

Cigars  and  cigarettes  show  an  increase  in  imports  of  $5,850  over 
1907,  the  total  received  amounting  to  $1,258,491.  Tobacco  fell  off 
$331,922  in  value  and  655,734  pounds  in  (quantity,  the  total  received 
being  13,344,266  pounds.     There  was  an  increase  of  $17,706  in  the 
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value  of  cigars  and  cigarettes  received  from  the  United  States  and 
of  $7,825  in  tobacco. 

OIL  AND   COAL. 

Of  petroleum  much  the  same  quantity  was  received  as  in  each  of 
the  last  two  years,  about  1,250,000  cases.  Borneo  oil  figured  to  a 
larger  extent  in  the  imports  than  formerly,  and  Sumatra  brands  fell 
off.  In  addition  to  the  imports  for  sale,  more  than  107,000  tons  of 
kerosene,  benzine,  and  cruae  oil  were  transshipped  at  Singapore,  of 
which  about  70  per  cent  was  from  Sumatra,  25  per  cent  from  Borneo, 
and  5  per  cent  from  Russia,  being  an  increase  of  14,000  tons  over 
1907.  The  value  of  petroleum  imported  from  the  United  States 
increased  $71,517,  and  that  of  lubricating  oil  decreased  $145,752,  as 
compared  with  1907. 

Tne  imports  of  coal  into  the  Straits  Settlements  during  1908 
increased  68,000  tons  over  1907.  The  following  table  shows  the 
average  annual  quantity  of  coal  imported  for  the  five  years  ended 
1906,  the  imports  for  1907  and  1908,  respectively,  and  also  the 
countries  of  origin: 


Country  of  origin. 

Annual 
average 
for  1902- 

190Q. 

.1907. 

1906. 

Aostralla 

Tons. 
82.000 

6.000 
165,000 

9.000 
806,000 

Toru. 

91,000 

9.000 

209,000 

18.000 
262,000 

Tom. 
211,000 

Borneo  and  Sarawak 

9,000 

Calcutta 

99.000 

Dutch  Borneo 

10,000 

Japan ....                .          • .         

319,000 

Natal 

31,000 

Tonkin 

7,000 

60,000 

1,000 

12,000 
77,000 

15,000 

United  Kingdom 

37.000 

other  countries. . .                                      

5,000 

Total.                             

635,000 

668,000 

736,000 

CHARACTER  OF  EXPORTS. 


Tin  is  of  chief  importance  among  the  articles  exported  from  the 
Straits  Settlements.  During  1908, 57,998  tons,  valued  at  $40,597,985 
were  exported,  an  increase  of  1,480  tons,  but  a  decrease  in  value  of 
$6,497,743.  The  United  States  took  10,661  tons,  valued  at  $6,861,895; 
United  Kingdom,  41,337  tons,  valued  at  $26,439,558;  Italy,  1,944 
tons,  and  France,  4,256  tons.  Most  of  the  tin  is  produced  in  the 
Federated  Malay  States,  only  small  quantities  being  received  from 
the  Dutch  East  Indies,  Siam,  and  Australia.  The  price  remained 
fairly  steady  throughout  the  year,  ranging  from  $34.52  to  $37.92 
per  picul  (picul=133|  poimds),  but  at  a  much  lower  level  than  during 
the  first  few  months  of  the  previous  year,  when  it  was  as  high  as 
$51  per  picul. 

Of  black  pepper  there  were  exported  in  1908, 29,502  tons,  valued  at 
$2,376,756,  an  increase  of  9,984  tons,  but  a  decrease  in  value  of 
$701,244.  The  price  of  pepper,  from  the  producers*  standpoint,  was 
unsatisfactory  throughout  the  year,  ranging  from  $5.94  to  $6.97  per 

{)icul,  against  $7.55  to  $10.73  m  1907.     The  United  States  was  the 
argest  consumer  of  this  article,  taking  more  than  any  other  three 
countries  combined.    White  pepper  exports  ^mounted  to  7,974  tons. 
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valued  at  $1,407,076,  an  increase  of  1,373  tons,  but  a  loss  in  value  of 
$160,424. 

Nutmeg  exports  amounted  to  1 ,360  tons,  valued  at  $254,134,  against 
1 ,362  tons,  valued  at  $336,300,  during  the  previous  year.  A  moderate 
business  was  done  in  other  spices  sudi  as  long  pepper,  cloves,  cubel^, 
ginger,  cassia,  cinnamon,  cardemoms,  and  areca  nuts,  and  in  every 
case  the  prevailing  prices  were  lower  than  in  1907. 

SAQO,  TAPIOCA,  RATTAN,  AND   GUMS. 

The  exports  of  sago  flour  reached  59,214  tons,  valued  at  $1 .532,910, 
an  increase  of  8,233  tons  and  $107,910  in  value.  The  bulk  of  this 
article  was  taken  by  the  United  Kingdom  and  continental  countries, 
the  United  States  taking  only  6,488  tons.  Pearl  sago  exports  reached 
8,134  tons,  valued  at  $371,994,  a  decrease  of  129  tons  and  $139,566  in 
value.  Tapioca  flake  and  flour  were  exported  to  the  amount  of 
20,954  tons,  valued  at  $1,038,044,  and  pearl  tapioca  to  the  amount  of 
23^85  tons,  valued  at  $1,368,002. 

Rattans  exported  reached  26,888  tons,  valued  at  $2,217,022,  as 
compared  with  27,696  tons,  valued  at  $2,565,000, in  1907.  The  average 
price  throughout  the  two  years  varied  but  slightly.  Germany,  Hong- 
Kong,  the  United  States,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  France  took  prac- 
tically all  exported. 

Of  gums  tnere  were  exported  9,480  tons  of  copal,  valued  at  $1,202,- 
448,  and  3,561  tons  of  dammar,  valued  at  $177,158.  The  export  of 
^tta-percha  amounted  to  1,787  tons,  valued  at  $783,344;  gutta 
jelutong,  6,104  tons,  valued  at  $341,298;  and  Para  rubber,  1,516  tons, 
valued  at  $2,952,822.  Para  rubber  showed  an  increase  of  583  tons 
and  $558,822  in  value.  Other  gums  of  less  importance  were  rambong 
rubber,  gamboge,  camphor,  dammar  torcnes,  cutch,  safflower, 
dragon's  blood,  vegetable  tallow  and  gum  benzoin. 

GAMBIER,  PINEAPPLES,  AND   RICE. 

The  shipments  of  gambier  in  1908  amounted  to  32,041  tons,  with 
a  value  or  $2,562,716.  The  United  States  took  nearly  one-half  of 
the  total  exports,  the  remainder  being  divided  among  the  United 
Kingdom,  Belgium,  France,  Germany,  and  India. 

Preserved  pmeapples  showed  a  decrease  of  128,685  cases  and  of 
$285,836  in  value,  the  total  shipments  amounting  to  717,215  cases, 
valued  at  $1,502,164.  This  industry,  which  is  confined  exclusively 
to  the  island  of  Singapore,  has  been  unprofitable  to  the  growers  and 
preservers  alike,  the  low  prices  prevailing  forcing  the  growers  to  sell 
the  fruit  as  low  as  28  cents  per  100  pineapples,  whfle  the  cost  of 
raising  is  estimated  to  be  not  less  than  56  cents. 

Rice  is  foreign  to  the  Straits  Settlements,  every  ton  of  it  being 
imported,  principally  from  Siam,  Indo-China,  and  Burma.  There 
were  487,002  tons,  valued  at  $21,127,648,  reexported  in  1908,  a  gain 
of  34,882  tons  and  $1,611,254  in  value.  The  reexportation  of  rice  is 
entirely  to  near-by  countries,  none  going  to  the  United  Edngdom  or 
Europe. 

Nearly  every  article  of  import  enters  into  the  export  trade  of  the 
Straits  Settlements,  such  as  piece  goods,  foods,  dru^,  and  narcotics, 
hardware  and  manufactured  metals,  raw  materids,  etc.,  and  its 
peculiarly  favorable  location  as  a  shipping  point  accounts  for  a  coua- 
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try  of  much  less  than  1,000,000  inhabitants  having  a  foreign  trade  of 
over  $316,000,000. 

TRADE   WITH   THE   UNITED  STATES. 

The  value  of  merchandise  imported  into  the  Straits  Settlements 
directly  from  the  United  States  during  1908  was  $1,987,226,  a  de- 
crease of  $50,213  from  1907.  The  value  of  the  articles  for  the  two 
years  is  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Art!  les. 


Boots  and  shoes 

Ctfriaces,  motor  cars,  etc . . . 
Chemicals,  drugs,  and 

medicines 

Clocks  and  watches. 

Cotton  goods 

Firearms 

Flour,  wheat 

Fruit 

Instruments,  musical 

Iron  and  steel,  manu- 
factures of: 

Hardware 

Ironware 

Machinery , 

Nails 

Tools,  etc 

Other 

Lamps  and  fixtures 


1907. 


12,630 
33,628 

19,637 
9,170 
11,797 
11,801 
64,786 
12,802 
22,962 


20,  Ml 
46,601 
64,992 
76,866 
29,172 
8.422 
15.300 


1908. 


13,832 
26,853 

12,289 
6,716 
4,387 

10,336 
376,276 

10,785 
7,618 


7,602 
30,791 
35,393 
24.881 
26,554 

7,035 
10.408 


Articles. 


1907. 


Oils: 

Lubricating 

Petroleum 

Other 

Oilmen's  stores 

Paper 

Photographic  material 

Provisions: 

Lard 

Milk,  condensed 

Tallow 

Stationery , 

Textiles,  n.  e.  s 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures 

of. 

All  other  articles. 

Total 


1313,578 
304,707 
9,077 
80.566 
8.786 
13,623 

178,018 
18,004 
15,112 
5,777 
17,457 

520,082 
105,477 


2.087,430 


1908. 


$170,884 

376,224 

16,023 

41,191 

3,264 


140.644 
0,143 

13.726 
2,047 

11,293 

545.662 
46,227 


1,987,226 


EXPORTS   TO   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  from  the  Straits  Settlements  to  the 
United  States  in  1908  was  $13,043,545,  agamst  $17,767,909  in  1907. 
The  shipments  from  Singapore  in  1908  were  valued  at  $9,720,239,  a 
decrease  of  $3,148,199,  and  those  from  Penang  $3,323,306,  a  faUing 
off  of  $1,576,165  from  the  previous  year.  The  value  of  the  articles 
for  the  two  years  was  as  follows : 


Articles. 


aiNOAPORE. 

Chemicals,  drugs,  dyes, 
etc.: 

Cassia , 

Cubebs 

Cutch 

Gambler , 

Oum— 

Copal 

Dammar 

Other 

Mace 

Nutmegs 

Coff«B 

OuttaJelutODg 

Outta-percha 

Hides: 

Buffalo 

Deer 

Elk 

Kapok. 

Oils: 

Benzine 

Cocoanut 

Naphtha 

^•^Jik 

White 


1907. 


$4,064 

5,562 

49,034 

827,506 

683,703 

41,103 
118,627 

27,470 
177,940 

26,346 
1,018,680 

23,483 

62,128 

68,209 

9,477 

2,018 

296,844 
106,924 
838,234 

836,293 
246,040 


1908. 


16,033 

6,401 

27,164 

1,446,721 

421,161 
67,600 
29,516 
23,380 
81,804 
64,632 

352,970 
17,517  I 

13.920 
12,619 
34.202 
8,877  I 

346,314  I 
42,186  I 
303,409 

690,061  ' 
304,735 


Articles. 


smoAPORB— continued. 

Pineapples 

Rattan 

Rubber 

Sago 

Tapioca 

Tin. 

All  other  articles. 

Total 

PKNANO. 

Chemicals,  drugs,  dyes, 
etc.: 

Cloves 

Mac© 

Nutmeg 

''•"S^k 

White 

Tapioca 

Tin 

AU  other  articles 

Total 

Grand  total 


1907. 


$548,770 
773,804 
1,065,102 
187,346 
636,827 
4,826,393 
48,232 


12,8 


8,976 
11,876 
88,960 

230,419 
68,009 

463,945 

4,065,898 

21.800 


4.809,471 


1906. 


$317,314 
387,217 
241,672 
158,227 
249,466 
4,042,886 
35,296 


9,720,239 


7,000 
19,028 
21,680 

155.178 
47,364 

242,910 

2,819,050 

10.187 


3,323,306 


17,767,900  I    13,043,546 
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SHIPPING   STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  the  four  ports  in 
the  Straits  Settlements — Singapore,  Penang,  Malacca,  and  Labuan — 
during  1908  was  54,554,  of  a  total  of  23,994,336  tons,  a  decrease  of 
2,169  in  the  number  of  vessels,  but  an  increase  of  1,294,966  in  ton- 
nage, compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  total  tonnage  for  Smgapore  m  1908  was  15,507,102,  of  which 
10^348  ships  were  merchant  vessels  of  13,933,205  tons;  274  war 
ships,  etc.,  of  554,756  tons,  and  18,617  native  craft,  of  1,019,141 
tons.  Merchant  vessels  showed  an  increase  of  353,475  tons  and 
war  ships  and  native  craft,  a  decrease  of  160,542  and  40,782  tons, 
respectively. 

During  the  year  59  vessels,  with  a  tonnage  of  177,491,  arrived  in 
Singapore  from  the  United  States,  53  from  Atlantic  coast  ports  and 
6  from  Pacific  coast  ports,  and  all  but  8  were  under  the  British  flag. 
Only  one  merchant  vessel  under  the  American  flag  entered  the  port 
during  the  year,  and  it  sold  to  a  foreigner  while  in  port. 

The  vessels  that  entered  and  cleared  at  Penang  d\iring  1908  num- 
bered 16^468,  of  7,321,144  tons. 

DUTCH  EAST  INDIES. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul  Bradstrbet  S.  Rairdbn,  Batavia. 

The  year  1908  was  a  prosperous  one  for  the  entire  colony,  the 
crops  having  been  abundant,  import  and  export  trade  brisk,  and 
few  financial  failures  of,  any  consequence  oeing  reported.  The 
exports  of  sugar  and  rice  were  larger  than  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
the  native  population  was  able  to  increase  the  area  of  rice  imder 
cultivation. 

The  government  did  much  within  the  past  year  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  native  population,  and  such  work  met  witn  success. 
New  sugar  factories  were  opened,  and  trade  in  this  line  is  expected 
to  increase. 

The  cultivation  of  coffee,  tea,  and  sugar  increased  during  the 
year.  The  production  of  coffee  amounted  to  45,529,856  pounds, 
tea  for  export  36,579,400  pounds,  and  sugar  1,338,455  tons.  On 
December  31,  1908,  there  were  156,000  acres  planted  in  rubber. 
This  industry  is  increasing,  and  it  is  reported  that  an  American 
company,  through  its  agents  in  the  Netherlands,  is  endeavoring  to 
secure  concessions  for  the  purpose  of  planting  rubber. 

Unofficial  figures  give  the  value  of  imports  into  the  Dutch  East 
Indies  during  1908  as  $94,810,000,  against  $94,757,000  in  1907. 
The  exports  for  the  two  years  were  valued  at  $143,908,000  and 
$143,601,380,  respectively.  The  imports  from  the  United  States 
during  1908  were  valuea  (unofficial  figures)  at  $1,705,000,  against 
$1,698,448  in  1907.  The  imports  of  petroleum  from  the  United 
States  amounted  to  13,727,430  gallons,  an  increase  of  107.630  gal- 
lons over  1907,  while  the  receipts  of  oil  from  Sumatra  ana  Borneo 
showed  a  decrease  from  11,476,720  gallons  to  8,921,950  gallons. 
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INCREASED   EXPORTS   TO  THE   UNITED  STATES. 

The  declared  exports  from  the  Dutch  East  Indies  to  the  United 
States  for  1908  were  valued  at  $25,803,636,  against  $17,638,431  in 
1907.  The  shipments  of  sugar  increased  in  value  from  $13,421,421 
to  $21,252,339,  and  coffee  advanced  from  $1,280,291  to  $1,690,296. 
In  the  following  statement  is  shown,  the  value  by  articles  of  the 
exports  declared  at  Batavia  and  the  four  agencies  to  the  United 
States  during  1908: 


Articles. 


Cacao 

Coffee 

Dammar 

Hats: 

Bamboo 

Grass  (pandan) . 

Kapok 

Oils: 

CitroQella 

Kananga 

Ore,  manganese 

Pepper,  black 

Qmnlne 

Rubber 

Skins 

Sugar 

Tapioca 

Wax,  paraffin 

AH  oiner  articles 


Value. 


18,756 
560,267 
206,208 

203,397 
135,340 
56,548 

10,138 

4,023 

3,978 

203,875 

23,081 

3,362 

47,612 

3,649,420 

14.696 

4,260 

164,363 


Total 5,299,426 


Articles. 


MACASSAS. 


Coffee 

Gum,  copal 

Maoe....vr. 

Mother-of-pearl  shells. 

Nutmegs, 

Sandalwood 

Skins 

All  other  articles 


50,192 
101,807 
12,201 
358,930 
11,860 
35,358 
8,229 
5,457 


Total. 


Coffee. 


584,034 


144,979 
1,036,029 


PADANO— continued. 


Gum 

Mace 

Nutmegs 

Rattan 

All  other  articles. 


Cacao 

Coffee 

Cotton 

Hemp 

Hides  and  skins. . 

Kapok 

Oil,  dtronella 

Sugar 

Tapioca 

Teakwood 

All  other  articles. 


Total. 


SAERABAYA. 


Cacao 

Cofl^ 

Hides  and  sldns. 

Kapok 

Staves 

Sugar. 


Tanloca  flour. 
Allotl 


i other  articles.. 

Total 

Grand  total. 


Value. 


$2,666 

21,810 

9,650 

54,957 

826 


Total 1,270,917 


125,769 

15,497 

7,760 

5,423 

136,321 

204,923 

6,951 

6,105,171 

13,677 

5,790 

2,227 


6,629,509 


2,046 

28,311 

30,661 

228,323 

13,397 

11,497,748 

206,790 

13,355 


12,019,651 


25,803,536 


JAPAN. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Vice-Consul-General  E.  G.  Babbitt,  Yokohama. 

The  year  1908  was  one  of  world-wide  depression,  the  effect  of  which 
in  Japan  was  clearly  shown  by  the  falling  off  in  foreign  trade.  For 
the  first  time  since  1899  there  was  a  decrease  in  volume,  in  place  of  the 
consistent  increase  shown  even  in  1907,  likewise  a  year  of  depresdon. 
Indeed,  with  the  exception  of  slight  decreases  during  the  earher  years, 
the  growth  of  Japan  s  foreign  trade  has  been  steady  since  the  first 
recorded  figures  of  1868.  The  total  value  of  imports  for  1908  in  com- 
parison with  the  year  1907  shows  a  decrease  of  $28,988,452.  This  is 
not  a  large  amount  when  compared  with  the  losses  of  other  nations. 
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but  the  difference  of  more  than  10  per  cent  from  the  previous  year  was 
severely  felt  in  Japan.  The  total  exports  were  $188,366,345,  a  per 
capita  ratio  of  $3^2,  and  the  total  imports  $217,256,286,  a  per  capita 
value  of  $4.41.  Exports  in  1907  reached  the  total  of  $215,341,611, 
and  the  imports  amounted  to  $246,244,738  in  that  year.  These 
figures  do  not  include  the  trade  with  Formosa.  The  falling  off  in 
imports  can  be  traced  to  the  industrial  depression,  the  largest  items 
among  the  imports  showing  decreases  having  been  raw  materials  and 
articles  for  further  manufacture.  The  decrease  in  the  export  trade 
in  due  largely  to  the  financial  troubles  in  America  and  to  the  condition 
of  the  Chmese  market^  these  two  countries  being  Japan's  best  cus- 
tomers. The  fluctuation  of  silver  in  China  al»3  had  an  adverse 
influence  on  the  trade  with  that  country. 

The  balance  of  trade  continues  against  Japan.  In  fact,  the  year 
1906  was  the  only  one  since  1895  when  the  exports  from  this  country 
exceeded  the  imports,  and  then  it  Was  by  only  a  small  margin.  The 
import  of  specie  and  bullion  in  1908,  however,  exceeded  the  exports 
by  nearly  $7,000,000,  but  this  item  has  little  value,  as  the  Japanese 
Gfovemment  maintains  a  large  reserve  in  London  and  the  importation 
of  specie  may  mean  simply  that  the  Government  is  transferring  coin 
from  London  in  exchange  for  bonds,  (jold  coin  is  practically  out  of 
circulation  in  Japan. 

IMPORTS  FROM  ALL  COUNTRIES. 

In  considering  the  tables  and  detailed  statistics  incorporated  in 
this  report  it  should  be  noted  that  the  value  of  imported  articles 
includes  the  packing  charges,  cost  of  transportation,  msurance,  and 
all  other  charges  incurred  up  to  the  arrival  of  the  articles  at  the  port 
of  importation,  while  the  value  of  the  exported  articles  includes  of 
these  only  the  cost  of  packing.  A  table  showing  the  total  imports 
into  Japan  from  all  countries  for  1907  and  1908  follows: 


ArticlM. 


Animals: 

BuU8,oz«n»&ad  cows. 

Horses. 

Other 

Beans,  peas,  and  pulse. . 
Belting  and  hose: 

Canvas 

Caoutchouc 

Leather 

Other 

Bones 

Braces  and  suspenders. . . 
Breadstufls: 

Flour 

Flour,  meal,  and 
groats 

wheat 

Other 

Buckles,  hooks  and  eyes. 

Buttons 

Candles 

Caoutchouc,  etc.,  manu- 
factures of: 

Crude 

Plates  and  sheets. . . . 

Shoes 

Tubes  and  rods. 

Other 


igo7. 

1908. 

$223,496 

231,653 

10,216 

6,182,137 

8376,978 

199,070 

12,866 

6,768,944 

178,883 
37,762 
44,006 
39,060 

616,644 
23,966 

141,710 
68,450 
28,467 
24,680 

472,429 
27,779 

3,093,966 

1,406,931 

16,379 
1,827,800 
23,862 
34,769 
44,072 
7,882 

65,439 
1,240,853 
62,045 
28,040 
63,836 
11,346 

883,816 
53,163 
61,677 
61,277 

209,016 

441,616 
31,050 
69,011 
81,834 

237,907 

Articles. 


1907. 


Cars,     carriages,     etc., 
and  parts: 
Bicycles  and  tricy- 
cles.   

Cars,  electric 

Cars,  railway 

Celluloid,  manufaotures 

of 

Cement,  Portland 

Chemicals,   drugs,   and 
dyes: 

Adds 

Ammonia,  sulphate 

of 

Aniline i 

Indigo I 

Phosphorus 

Potash- 
Chlorate 

Cyanide 

Other 

Soda 

Other 

Clocks,     watches,    and 

parts 

Coal 

Coffee 

Coke 


$1,116,966 
278,148 
606,714 

167,569 
665,952 


325,956 
4,096,282 

1,330,607 

2,925,604 

274,869 

591,164 
181,539 
136,570 
882,161 
1,895,533 

815,862 
166,311 
28,206 
173,661 


1906. 


$1,070,023 
230,093 
715,809 

349,039 
212,681 


385,900 
4,380,801 

1,047,687 

2,609.461 

184,993 

428,364 

106,219 

48,908 

869,118 

1,955,177 

671,905 

313,674 

19,667 

306,  U7 
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Articles. 


Comestibles,  In  tins,  etc. . 

Ck>rk  stoppers 

Cotton,    and    maaulao- 
tiires  of: 

Raw— 

Qlnned 

Unginned 

Cloth,  umbrella. 

Flannels. 

HandkerchlefiL 

Lawns  and  victorias. 

Prints 

Satins  and  Italians. . . 

Shirting  and  sheet- 
ine— 

Gray 

White 

Other 

Thread 

Velvets  and  plushes. 

Yam 

AU  other 

Earthen  and  porcelain 

ware 

Eggs 

Explosives 

Fertilisers: 

Bone  dust 

Dried  fish 

Fish  guano 

Other 

Flax,  hemp.  Jute,  etc., 
and  manufactures  of. . . 

Fish,  salted 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Funori 

Furs 

Glass  and  glassware 

Gloves 

Glue 

Hair 

Hats,  cape,  and  bonnets . . 

Hides  and  skins 

Hoofs  and  horns 

Ink 

Instruments: 

Musical 

Scientific 

Other 

Iron  and  steel,  mano- 
ftetures  of: 

Bars  and  rods 

Blooms,  pigs,  ingots, 

etc 

Boilers,  steam 

Bridge»oonstruction  > 

etc 

Engines- 
Gas,  steam,  etc.. 

Turbines 

Fishplates 

Galvanized  sheets. . . 
Gauges  and  meters, 

n.e.s 

Hydraulic  motors 

and  presses 

Machinery— 

Cotton-printing.. 

Drilling  and  bor- 
ing  

Electric 

Ice-making 

Lifting 

Locomotives,  etc 

Milling 

Minhig 

Paper-maldng... 

Planing 

Printing 

Pumping 

Sawing 

Spinning 

Weaving 

Other 


109,702 
251,244 


56,789,203 

800,223 

844,487 

310,357 

87,484 

114,303 

1,242,483 

1,037,439 


3,458,434 

640,406 

65,768 

180,200 

444,779 

1,006,061 
590,065 

242,240 
477,344 
421,251 

368,006 

281,348 

720,833 

1,010,090 

1,746,635 

339,736 

38,575 

29,061 

87,341 

1,165,242 

89,496 

74,776 

160,377 

434,545 

1,297,375 

46,200 

64,172 

179,914 
504,133 
111,044 


4,883,327 

2,075,636 
729,186 

1,075,066 

983,477 

500,961 

110,636 

2,834,623 

369,560 

212,311 

22,067 

339,064 

1,266,382 

28,952 

534,423 

962,284 

139,148 

04,673 

402,808 

228,985 

145,450 

541,814 

187,192 

1,913,506 

338,710 

4,506,012 


S82.447 
193,038 


44,179,813 
768,319 
844,654 
102,130 
106,306 
119,913 
666,628 
1,530,217 


3,745,814 
817,292 
20,560 
211,106 
609,479 
696,089 
389,892 

173,887 
643,401 
503,524 

243,170 
128,621 
647,827 
911,099 

1,248,067 

233,526 

34,930 

1,265,497 

24,143 

1,026,897 

125,858 

124,149 

165,708 

350,497  ' 

826,286 

35,944 

76,774 

125,855 
368,444 
160,628 


3,751,878 

1,911,860 
663,196 

1,926,347 

1,380,935 
373,706 
185,857 

2,300,497 

379,734 
355,842 
122,736 

411,574 

1,853,146 
112,562 
567,311 

1,118,725 
240,534 
103,605 
825,130 
179,526 
77,566 
454,580 
227,100 

3,630,444 
706,587 

4,318,376 


ArUcles. 


Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of— Continued. 
Nails,  rivets,  nuts, 

etc 

Needles  and  pins 

Pipes,  tubes,  etc 

Plates  and  sheets 

Rails 

Stoves 

T.  angle,  etc 

TlnpXfttes 

Tools 

Turning  lathes 

Timf^t*" 

Electric 

Galvanised 

Other 

Wire  rope 

Wire  and  small  rods. 

Another 

Lacquer 

Lamps,  etc 

Leatner: 

Sheep  and  goat 

Shoes 

Sole 

Other 

Linen  or  hemp  tissues . . . 

Malt  and  hope 

Mats  for  packing 

Metals,  and  manuftiotures 
of: 

Aluminum 

Brass- 
Bars  and  rods... 
Plates,  sheets, 

and  wire 

Pipes  and  tubes. 
Br- 
iars, rods,  etc... 
Pigs,  ingots,  etc.. 
Pipes  and  tubes.. 


Lead- 
Pigs,  ingots,  and 

slabs 

Plates,  sheets, 

etc 

Other 

Meicury 

Nickel 

Tin 

Zinc- 
Blocks,  ingots, 

etc 

Old 

Plates  and  sheets 

Other 

Another 

OU  cake: 

Bean 

Cotton-seed 

xtapO'Sood ........... 

Other 

Oils 

Ores  and  minerals: 

Iron 

Plumbago 

Other 

Packing  forenghies 

Paints  and  pi^ents 

Paper,  and  manufeK^tures 

Cigarette 

Copy,  drawing,  and 

music  books 

Drawing 

Fancy 

Japanese,  imitation.. 

Match 

Photographic 

Printing 

Writing 

Other 


1907. 


1905. 


$2,335,250 

$2,204,560 

44,778 

34,400 

1,672,184 

1.628,706 

3.757,190 

2,417,228 

1,906,594 

2,525,580 

65,890 

55,246 

1,618,517 

973,962 

642,911 

1,251,847 

293,892 

242,640 

505,251 

454,117 

40,067 

19,687 

1,196,  «1 

929,830 

'   710,607 

866,574 

36,784 

16,291 

147,867 

212,895 

496,144 

244,368 

710,235 

495,021 

228,831 

219,661 

286,093 

253,765 

376,404 

351,588 

11,845 

16,008 

1,068,935 

630,517 

496,066 

440,778 

314,382 

532,769 

397,841 

480,425 

237,119 

221,728 

896,002 

56,827 

87,161 
221,937 

100,032 

30,109 

340,120 

8,368 

423,843 

166,534 
97,671 
60,374 
221,340 
711,313 


211,060 
131,181 
606,001 
210,180 
1,826,554 

8,680,627 
406,665 

1,028,168 
370,867 
568,225 

452,050 
67,850 
273,003 
147,150 
801,783 


137,052 

202,450 
106,018 
108,582 
540,705 
172,025 
89,676 
1,696,742 
170,779 
911,875 


210,113 

10,126 

48,208 
194,758 

106,073 
38,078 

277,697 
19,709 

486,609 

92,330 
76,285 
80,381 
420,618 
515,746 


263,269 
140,615 
466,104 
149,888 
700,945 

10,829,604 
432,514 
695,831 
233,188 
493,925 

663,013 
173,914 
232,719 
142,570 
1,337,008 


115,676 

267,417 
66,099 
156,848 
428,034 
107,623 
105,095 
1,269,738 
95,365 
574.210 
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COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 


ArUoles. 


Pencils , 

ProYisioDs: 

Butter  and  cheese. . . , 

Hamandbaoon 

Milk,  oondenaed 

Other 

Pulp  for  paper  manuftw)- 

ture 

Rattans 

Rloe 

Resin 

Salt 

Seeds 

Shells 

Silk,  and  manufeK^tures 
of: 

Raw 

Cocoons 

Velrets  and  phishes. 

Other 

Soap 

Spices 

Spirits,  wines,  and  malt 
liquors: 

Xtoohol 

Beer,  ale,  etc 

Whisky 

Wine 

Other 

Sumr 

Tulow  and  ftntwi*!  fats. , 
Tea * 


1907. 


1235,672 


1906. 


S204,6U 


100,096 

89,630 

21,170 

17,711 

1,026,962 

1,189,869 

227,035 

251,810 

820,101 

903,792 

138,772 

138,274 

15,408,667 

11,296.892 

174,427 

175,577 

120,127 

406,042 

1,176,963 

820,031 

86,011 

76,910 

815,967 

719,674 

542,955 

236,260 

159,272 

178,792 

81,965 

89,958 

532,489 

315,230 

18,467 

21,816 

16,975 

8,244 

16,067 

7,968 

82,449 

42,106 

351,950 

368,423 

41,607 

22,005 

9,842,748 

9,762,811 

250,096 

317,359 

18,427 

32,060 

Articles. 


Textile     manufBotures 

n.  e.  8 

Tobacco 

Toilet  waters,  etc 

Toys 

Trunmines 

Tusks  or  ivory 

Varnish 

Vessels,  steam,  etc 

Wax 

Wood 

Wool,  manuteotures  of: 

Alpacas 

Cashmeres 

Cloth- 
Italian 

Woolen 

Wool  and  cotton. 

Flannels 

Mousseline  de  laine. . 

Yam,  thread,  twine, 
etc 

Other 

Parcels  post 

Traveling  effects 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Reimports 

Grand  total 


1907. 


63,088,333 

405,418 

290,349 

53,691 

274,363 

116,666 

57,060 

1,675,406 

1,179,078 

2,375,382 

79,297 
50,370 

193,450 

3,001,566 

1,224,228 

364,251 

082,887 

7,148,022 

829,176 

363,506 

112,096 

14,395,488 


245,584,574 
660,164 


246,244,738 


1908. 


$1,905,518 

389,433 

240,149 

41,163 

190,819 

92,162 

119,211 

1,462,739 

2,242,346 

1,780,715 

61,670 
82,865 

399,719 

1,347,291 

842,044 

272,120 

1,090,080 

3,411,388 

277,907 

496,879 

104,864 

11,990,871 


216,777,030 
479,256 


217,256,286 


RICE    IMPORTS   DECREASE. 

The  imports  of  rice  greatly  decreased  during  1908,  the  falling  off 
from  1907  having  been  $4,104,775.  As  Japan  can  not  supply  her 
own  requirements  for  this  food,  and  the  exports  of  Japanese  rice 
exceedea  those  in  1907,  it  must  be  assumed  that  the  Japanese  who 
have  been  consuming  imported  rice  have  turned  to  a  cheaper  food 
because  of  the  prevafling  nard  times.  The  rice  grown  in  Japan  is  of 
such  an  excellent  quality  that  it  is  exported  in  large  quantities  (dimin- 
ishing yeariy,  however),  while  cheaper  grades  are  imported  from 
southern  China  and  elsewhere  to  supply  the  trade  here.  Wheat 
imports  also  showed  a  decrease  of  over  $500,000.  The  increased 
imports  of  beans  and  barley,  largely  consumed  by  the  poorer  classes, 
hem  to  confirm  the  theory  of  a  temporary  lowering  or  the  standard 
of  living. 

'Wheat  flour  showed  the  considerable  loss  of  $1,685,034,  and  iiripjorts 
of  metals,  especialljr  of  iron  and  mild  steel  plates,  likewise  materially 
decreased,  bean-oil  cake,  used  by  the  farmers  instead  of  better 
grades  of  fertilizer,  increased  $2,000,000.  Imports  of  machinery 
generally  increased  during  1908,  due  to  the  inauguration  of  new  enter- 
prises or  the  extension  of  old  ones;  electrical  machinery,  cigarette- 
making  and  cotton-printing  machines,  ice  and  paper  making  machines, 
and  cotton-spinning  machmes  are  included  among  the  items  showing 
increases,  rrinting  presses  showed  a  falling  off,  due  probably  to  the 
manufacture  of  cheap  machines  in  Japan,  and  typewriters  also  showed 
a  decrease,  caused,  perhaps,  by  the  fact  that  the  country  has  been 
flooded  with  machines  of  every  make  and  the  market  is  limited.  The 
greatest  item  of  decrease  in  tne  textile  industries  is  shown  in  ginned 
cotton,  being  $12,609,980. 
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EXPORTS   BY   ARTICLES. 


In  the  following  table  are  given  the  total  exports  from  Japan  to 
all  countries  in  1907  and  1908,  respectively: 


Articles. 


Bamboo 

Bamboo  manufactures. . . 
Boots,  shoes,  clogs,  san- 
dals, etc 

Braids: 

Straw , 

Other 

Breadstufls: 

Barley , 

Biscuits 

Flour , 

Meals  and  starches. . . 

Oats 

Wheat 

Brushes 

Buttons 

Carpets 

Cars,  carriages,  etc 

Cement,  Portland 

Charcoal 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and 
medicines: 

Adds 

Camphor 

Camphor  oil 

Ginseng 

Menthol,  crystal 

Peppermint  oil 

Potash,  Iodide  of 

Prepared  medicines. . 

Sulphur 

Other 

Clocks,    watches,    and 

parts 

Clothing,  European 

Coal: 

Dust 

Lump 

Coke 

Collars  and  cuffs 

Comestibles  n.e.s.: 

In  tins,  etc 

Other 

Coral,  and  manufoctures 

of. 

Cotton,  and  manufac- 
tures of: 

Blankets 


Drills. 

Flannels 

Handkerchiefs 

Imitation  nankeens.. 

Shirtings  and  sheet- 
ings— 

Gray 

Twilled 

Tea  cloths 

Thread 

Towels 

Wadding 

Yam 

Other 

Earthen  and  poroelaln 

ware 

Fans , 

Feathers. 

Fertilizers 

Fish: 

Awabi 

Becbedemer 

Cuttle 

Dried  or  boiled 

Razor  clams 

Salted 

Scallops 

Sharks'  fins 


$200,853 
540,073 

749,214 

1,944,058 
546,053 

5.061 

19,388 

678 

50,760 

855.035 

1,970 

606,133 

410,387 

260,015 

194,002 

467.663 

197,191 


60,460 
2,503,375 
183.153 
155,748 
168,257 
145,768 

77,721 
352,498 
543,512 
544,763 

391,820 
453,032 

984.320 

8,504,016 

20,088 

46,558 

322,645 
575,259 

236,711 


107,406 
1,310,584 
740,969 
384.081 
05.052 
1,333,689 


3,456,482 

103.735 

394,657 

61.407 

1,046,333 

314.757 

15,251,103 

676, 101 

3,735,456 
621,738 
65,674 
176,765 

282,175 

260,202 

1,196,900 

1,006,406 

606,738 

41,425 

301,856 

105,268 


$197,149 
431,902 

380,917 

1,583,585 
382,627 

6,325 

30,064 

3,652 

75,721 

29,170 

711 

560,498 

352,202 

166,258 

114,413 

476,607 

252,462 


64,381 
1,027,578 
106,048 
139,464 
131,441 
149,363 

51,405 
243,594 
516,672 
464,076 

204,309 
283;964 

849.542 

8,230,980 

41,463 

43,274 

206,355 
584,079 

259,020 


66,060 

566,795 

1,133,805 

255.195 

55.600 

971,749 


2,927,041 
126,183 
388,237 
49,446 
653,991 
373,273 

10,405,475 
907,563 

2,665,301 
415,054 
83,223 
207,106 

163.424 
217,554 
800,573 
273,270 
27,848 
54,536 
170,277 
90,994 


1908. 


Fish— Continued. 

Shrimps  and  prawns. 
Tinned  or  bottled.... 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Furs 

Glass,  manufoctures  of. . . 

Gloves 

Grains  and  seeds 

Hair: 

Animal 

Human 

Hats,  caps  and  bonnets.. 
Hemp,  flax,  and  Jute: 

Cordage 

Hemp  tissues 

Hides,  horns,  skins,  etc.: 
Undressed  hides  and 

skins 

Other 

Instruments,  scientific. . . 
Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of: 
Machinery- 
Cigarette  makers. 

Cotton  gins 

Dynamos    and 

motors 

Printing 

Spinning  and 

weaving 

Other 

Pans  and  rice  kettles. 

Tools 

Other 

Isinglass  or  colie 

Ivory,  manufactures  of. . 

Lacquered  wares 

Lamps,    lanterns,    and 

parts 

Leather,  and  manufac- 
tures of: 

Leather 

Bags,  portfolios,  etc . . 
Marine  products,  n.  e.  s.: 

Sea  salt 

Seaweed 

Matches: 

Safety 

Other 

Mats  and  mattings 

Metals,    and    manufac- 
tures of: 

Antimony 

Brass    and    yellow 
metal- 
Plates    and 

sheets 

Slabs,  bars,  and 

rods 

Wire 

Other 

Bronze 

Copper- 
Ingots  and  slabs. 
Plates    and 

sheets 

Wire 

Other 

Jewelry 

Nickel  wire 

Tin   blocks,  ingots, 

and  slabs 

Other. 

Mineral  water 

Oils  and  waxes: 

Candles 

Colza  oU 


$229,269 
805,803 

1,105.330 

638,923 

911,234 

63.290 

357,849 

53.782 

62,272 

337,888 

80,293 
8,178 


51,186 
88.032 
275, 174 


103,349 
146,017 

122,104 
213,344 

120,413 
516,902 
138,187 
87.406 
836,789 
493.809 
122,841 
728,291 

493,574 


1.50. 940 
121,620 

147,256 
678,251 

2,745,389 
1,958,984 
2,860,153 


187,562 


27,621 

78,262 
47,754 
87,977 
209,280 

14,573,825 

43,815 
63,232 
38,427 
627,262 
13,488 

26,272 
635,386 
172,065 

978,699 
238,006 


$151,929 
290,855 
993.902 
483,836 
649,956 
78, 117 
852,580 

33,526 
101,212 
258,354 

81,555 
9.067 


1,962 
67.067 
211,474 


2,368 
85,527 

158,400 
99,276 

134.585 
604,788 
143.628 
104. 172 
859,756 
657,533 
76.755 
476,722 

363,297 


134.872 
75,934 

135,617 
675,752 

2,549,037 
2.166,326 
2,870,997 


122,650 


15,066 

13.488 
48.460 
75.746 
113,054 

10,584,006 

46,131 
114,541 
16.044 
08.833 
11,774 

22.547 
760.050 
134,655 

147,553 
052,668 
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COMMERCIAL  BELATIONS. 


Articles. 


Oils  and  waxes— Cont'd. 

Fish  and  whale  oil.. 

Vegetable  wax 

Other 

Ores  and  minerals: 

Copper 

Manganese 

Zinc 

Other 

Paints,    pigments,  and 

dyes 

Paper,  and  manufac- 
tures of: 

Books  and  Journals. , 

European  paper 

Japanese  paper , 

Pasteboard , 

Photographs,  pic- 
tures, etc 

Wallpaper , 

Other 

Pea  cheese 

Plants,    trees,    shrubs, 

and  roots 

Rice. 

Screens 

Silk,  and  manuCsctures 
of: 

Raw 

Cocoons 

Crftpes 

Floss 

Habutffi 

Handkerchiefs 

Kaiki 

Nightgowns 

Shawls 

Silk  -  faced  cotton 
satins 

Taffetas 

Waste 

Yams 

Other,  Including  cot- 
ton mixtures 

SOM) 

Socks  and  stockings 

Soy 

Spirits,  wines,  and  malt 
liquors: 

Beer 

Sake 


1907. 


$1,481,667 
533,111 
133,224 

17,285 
60.294 
298,261 
47,963 

99,703 


392,106 

219,061 

1,021,507 

81,314 

868,049 
91,613 
726,802 
135,290 

1,177,462 

1,824,844 

307,286 


58,210,528 

5,506 

183,186 

24.826 

14,516,440 

2,637,290 

100.346 

224,445 

62,423 

425,790 

142,386 

3,109,165 

49,511 

496,323 
324,958 
329,861 
539,260 


662,634 
1,687,616 


1908. 


$1,209,525 
470.789 
113,367 

40.944 
57,818 
244,155 
48»146 

154,885 


322.324 
251,205 
774,377 
94,225 

54.170 
83.200 
802,667 
138,394 

941.445 

1,947.250 

150,426 


54,077,306 

5.553 

153.521 

158.055 

13,977,828 

1,944,985 

113.312 

198.487 

44,881 

216,603 

267,862 

3,920,488 

214,743 

4n,350 
297,297 
344,346 
525,108 


601,448 
1,657,972 


Artloles. 


Spirits,  wines,  and  malt 
liquors— Continued. 

Wines 

Other 

Sugar: 

Refined 

Other 

Tea: 

Black. 

Green— 

Basket-^red 

Pan-flred 

Other 

Telsphones 

Textiles,  n.  e.  s 

Tobacco: 

Cigarettes. 

Cut  and  leaf 

Toilet  articles. 

Tovs 

Trimmings 

Umbrellas,  parasols, 
sticks,  ana  handles: 

European 

Japanese 

Sticks  and  handles. . . 

Underwear 

Vegetables: 

Beans,    peas,     and 
pulse 

Gfngen 

Mushrooms 

Onions 

Potatoes 

Other 

Vessels  and  boats. 

Wood,    and    manuCao- 
turesof: 

Furniture. 

Railway  ties 

Other 

Wool,  and  manufactures 

of 

Parcels  post 

All  other  articles. 


Total 213,394,963 

Reexports 1,946,648 


1907. 


$24,851 
18,324 

1,290,656 
42,310 

219,742 

2,250,792 

3,603,639 

200,612 

51,678 

1,672,410 

1,023,502 
123,908 
306,285 
474,556 
51,625 


806,860 

09,760 

77,981 

2,106,031 


95,707 
186,586 
581,728 
198,550 
164,737 
212.181 
2,281,041 


470.288 
1,788,400 
5,282,660 

100.673 

654,329 

1.120,614 


1906. 


Grand  total 215,341,611 


$22,308 
15,238 

1,730,166 
46,528 

129,346 

1,759,661 
3,491,217 

174,157 
59,000 

946,746 

816.896 
136,866 
302,753 
398.830 
60,353 


766,780 

42.646 

60,366 

1,721,340 


83.008 
148,330 
458,760 
204,347 
187,345 
221,477 
1,672,691 


307, 1G5 
1,117,767 
3,571,496 

102,778 
1.360,050 
5,096,193 


186,950,874 
l,415,4n 


188,366,346 


The  largest  single  item  of  export  was  silk,  and  the  total  exports  of 
raw  and  waste  silk,  yams,  floss,  and  cocoons  decreased  from  the 
figures  of  1907  by  $3,013,389.  There  were  decreases  in  many  other 
items,  though  none  so  notable,  and  the  increases  were  not  sufficient 
to  balance  the  losses,  although  there  was  the  substantial  gain  of 
nearly  $430,000  in  refined  sugar  alone.  The  great  decline  in  the 
exports  of  manufactures  shows  the  effect  of  the  prevailing  trade 
depression  on  the  industrial  concerns  of  Japan. 

DECREASES  DISTBIBUTED  AMONG  ALL  COXTNTBIES. 

The  loss  in  the  import  and  export  trade  with  the  various  coun- 
tries was  distributed  fairly  evenly  among  all,  the  only  ones  to 
which  exports  increased  being  British  India,  French  Indo-China,  the 
Philippines,  Belgium,  Netherlwids,  United  Kingdom,  and  Australia. 
Those  countries  from  which  imports  into  Japan  increased  during 
1908  were  Chile,  Dutch  India,  Spain,  Sweden,  and  Egypt.  The 
increased  exports  were  of  a  general  nature,  and  the  same  ia  true 
of  imports,  tnough  in  some  instances  a  single  item  was  responsible 
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for  the  increase,  as  with  Sweden,  the  increase  in  imports  from  which 
country  was  due  to  firebricks;  Spain  supplied  increased  quantities 
of  wine  and  quicksilver;  Egypt's  mcrease  of  over  $800,000  was  due 
to  ginned  cotton,  and  Chile  s  increase  to  crude  nitrate  of  soda  and 
manures. 

IMPOBTS  AND  EXFOBTS  BY  COUNTBEBS. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  total  imports  into  and  exports 
from  Japan,  by  countries,  for  1907  and  1908: 


Country. 


AMERICA. 

United  States 

British  America 

Mexfoo 

Chile 

Peru 

Total 

ASIA. 

Asiatic  Russia 

British  India 

China 

Dutch  India 

French  Indo-Chlna 

Hongkong 

Korea 

Kwantung  Province 

Philippines 

Slam 

Straits  Settlements 

Total 

ExmoPE. 

Aoatria-Hungary 

Belgium 

Denmark 

France 

Qermany 

Italy 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Portugal 

Russia 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Turkey 

United  Kingdom 

Total 

ALL  OTHER  COUNTRIES. 

Australia , 

Egypt- 

Hawaii 

Others 

Total 

Grand  total 


Imports. 


vm. 


$40,187,286 

006,136 

478 

178,501 

240,705 


41.213,286 


824,513 
37.147,465 
33,878.037 
10,957,6db 
4,314,130 
406,664 
8,153,018 

l,075,27t 
1,363,872 
1,525,004 


90,647,615 


1008. 


$38,668,006 

557,506 

161 

206,675  , 

15,821 


Exports. 


1907. 


166,288,306 

1,924,102 

418,967 

64,804 

43,740 


39,534,758    67.730.927 


430,363 

24,565,502 

25,381,508 

11.034.749 

4,225,143 

555,534 

6,831,773 

6.382.905 

808.327 

1,338.532 

1,345,653 


82.900.030 


270,822 
672,354 
117.012 
496,429 
738,536 
469.552 

4221190 
13,760 
87,094 
156,464 
659,079 
552,199 
68,861 
890,045 


1,022,564 

3,680,444 

62,367 

2,612,728 

23,046,751 

330.416 

507.879 

249,473 

10.305 

66,395 

259,465 

683,472 

1,339,030 

6,412 

53,681,606 


97,216,195  I   87.559,396 


3.893,739  1,490,865 

1,721,688  I  2,526,543 

9,621  6,443 

2,542,594  2,338,242 


8,167,642    6,362,003 


246,244,738   217,256,286 


2;  523, 725 
6,517,887 
52,797,927 
1,126.133 
124,556 
12,143.610 
16,330,653 

8M.271 

168,517 

2.872.244 


95,499,503 


572,066 

1,023,090 

48.712 

21,180,262 

5,606,298 

6,857,826 

132,869 

8,000 

3,995 

219,897 

100,085 

8,759 

31,964 

35,155 

11,176,786 


46,994,806 


2,387,365 
192.377 

1,727,40ft 
800,243 


5.107,3 


215,341,611 


mot. 


160,754,300 

1,550,070 

356,936 

34,215 

28,665 


62,733,105 


2,346,052 
6,788,507 

30,132,482 

1,057,541 

181,990 

0,232,292 

15,076,030 
8,584,983 
1,174,639 
1.140,830 
2,661,375 


78,385,670 


560,655 

1,188,203 

46.262 

16,805,386 

3,971,966 

5,670,040 

214,654 

2,883 

3.516 

514,049 

98,646 

2,885 

23,000 

15,106 

12,709,659 


41,827,890 


2,632,090 
306,982 

1,583,487 
807,061 


5.410,500 


188,366,845 


a  Included  with  China. 


TRADE   BETWEEN  THE  UNITED   STATES   AND  JAPAN* 

The  trade  between  Japan  and  the  United  States  diminished  in 
1908  to  the  extent  of  $6,058,286,  the  decrease  in  imports  from  the 
United  States  being  $1,524,281  and  in  exports  thereto  $4,534,005. 
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In  the  exports  to  the  United  States  there  was  a  gain  in  sake  of  over 
$24,000.  Considerable  increase  is  shown  in  exports  of  canned 
goods,  which  is  rather  remarkable  in  view  of  the  quantities  of  canned 
goods  imported  by  Japan.  Those  exported,  however,  are  largely  of 
foodstuflFs  consumed  by  the  Japanese  in  America.  Fish  generally 
showed  a  substantial  mcrease,  particularly  sardines.  Tea  show^ 
decreased  exports  of  nearly  $500,000.  Under  the  classification  of 
clothing  there  was  a  loss  in  practically  every  item  exported  to  the 
United  States,  particularly  in  silk  nightgowns,  shirts,  collars  and  cuffs, 
and  silk  shawls. 

The  export  of  rice  increased  substantially,  and  all  other  grains 
also  gained.  Peanuts  fell  off  in  exports  by  $127,224.  The  exports 
of  coal  dropped  more  than  $600,000,  while  copper  ore  doubled  and 
manganese  ore  tripled  in  exports.  The  shipment  of  antimony  was 
resumed,  $7,806  worth  being  shipped  as  compared  with  none  in  1907. 
The  shipment  of  copper  ingots  increased  over  $100,000  in  value/ 
This  is  one  of  the  important  items  of  export  to  the  United  States, 
following  silk,  silk  goods,  and  tea.  Leather  fell  oflF  50  per  cent,  and 
feathers  in  greater  proportion.  Habutae  and  kaiki  silks  come 
under  the  head  of  luxurieis  which  can  be  dispensed  with  during  hard 
times,  which  accounts  for  some  of  the  decline  during  1908.  Cotton 
crftpes  fell  off  considerably,  but  the  greatest  decrease  was  in  silk 
handkerchiefs,  and  tablecloths  and  mantel  drops,  amounting  to 
about  60  per  cent  in  each. 

Exports  of  raw  silk  to  the  United  States  increased  $887,224;  silk 
waste  increased  over  $22,000,  but  spun  silk  yam  declined  from 
$4,581  to  $267.  Raw  silk  is  the  most  valuable  item  of  export  from 
Japan.  The  United  States  takes  80  per  cent  of  it,  and  practically 
all  is  shipped  from  Yokohama.  Miscellaneous  exports  to  the  United 
States  declined  generally.  Matting  showed  a  slight  increase,  the 
total  figure  for  1908  being  $2,622,121,  a  gain  of  $4,756.  This  is  also 
an  important  item  in  Japan's  export  trade,  and  the  United  States 
takes  90  per  cent  of  it,  practically  all  going  from  the  port  of  Kobe. 

EXPORTS   FROM   JAPAN   TO   THE    UNITED    STATES. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  exports  from  Japan  to  the 
United  States  in  1907  and  1908,  respectively: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Bamboos 

Bamboo,  manufactures  of. . 
Baskets,  trunks  and  bags 
of  willow  etc 

151,127 
174,434 

W.070 
74.471 
6,158 

87,172 
519.064 
243,807 
22,615 
28,642 

841,409 
63.952 
29,884 

276,429 
6.458 

151.411  ' 
98,222 

31,422 

557,764 

9,036 

87,501 

Comestibles  n.  e.  s.: 

Canoed 

$77,464 
65,994 
581,532 

43,519 
11,  n3 
4,484 

1,900,567 

20,035 

181,348 

5,702 

15,104 

184 

18,980 

6,097 

$129,573 

other 

58,475 

Coal  and  coke 

170,775 

Braids  of  straw,  etc 

Bwadstuflfe:  Flour,  etc — 
Brushes: 

Hair 

Cotton',  manufactures  of: 

CrApcfl 

Handkerchiefs 

other 

28,791 

14,  na 

3,860 

Nail 

Tooth 

41,164 

252,121 

22.584 

28,336 

364,040 

Earthenware  and  glass: 
Porcelain 

1,322,303 

Other 

other 

12,432 

Catgut  

Fans 

104,323 

Chemicals,  drugs,  etc.: 
Camphor 

Fertilisers 

53,651 

Fish: 

Cambhor  oil     

46.026  1 
17,230 
132.447 
8,527 

Bonito 

32,450 

Medicines 

Sardines  and  other. . .. 
Shell 

18,041 

Sulnhur 

18,888 

Other 

Other 

7;487 
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Articles. 


Instnimeiits,  surgical  and 

sdentiflc 

Iron  and  ste^,  manufao- 
tures  of: 

Machinery 

Other : 

Talnglftfta 

Ivory  manofactures 

Lacquered  ware 

Lamps  and  parts 

Lanterns.  Japanese 

MatUngs 

Metals,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Antimony 

Brass 

Bronze 

Copoer  ingots  and 
slabs 

Gold  and  silver 

Other 

Neckties 

Oils  and  waxes: 

Colsaoil 

Fish  and  whale  oil 

Vegetable  wax 

Other 

Ores  and  minerals: 

Ck)pper 

Manganese 

Other 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of: 

Books  and  Journals 

Japanese 

Paper  napkins 

Photographs,  pictures, 
etc 

Wallpaper 

Other 


1907. 

190& 

$3,666 

$2,933 

6,620 
2,518 
23,127 
16,197 
136,336 
10,552 
61,774 
2,617,365 

6,758 

2,058 
30.309 

8,371 
57.907 

3.493 

45,765 

2.622,121 

75,725 
47,592 
58,290 

46.242 
40,518 
29,207 

1,542,145 

14.414 

221.210 

11,191 

1,647,636 

5.994 

31.446 

539 

2,154 

48,758 

131,486 

0,120 

3,534 

17 

80.091 

1.795 

15,065 
10,388 
23,404 

34,039 
34.269 
25,349 

44,671 
130,814 
47,474 

26,465 
91,919 
26,407 

18.382 

46.043 

.   42,324 

10,221 
36,235 
41,904 

Articles. 


Pea  cheese 

Peanuts 

Rice 

Screens 

Shirts,  o<^lars,  and  cuffs , . 
Silk,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Habutae 

riandkerchiefs 

Kalkl 

Nightgowns 

Waste 

Other,  Including  cot- 
ton mixtures 

Skins,  hair,  horns,  etc.: 

Furs 

Hair  ( human ) « 

Leather 

Other 

Spirits  and  liquors: 

Sake 

Other 

Tea: 

Green 

Other 

Textiles,  n.  e.  s.: 

Tablecloths  and  man- 
tel drops 

Other 

Toys 

Umbrellas  and  parasols 

Vegetables: 

Beans,  peas,  and  pulse , 

Other 

Wood  manufiactures 

Parcels  post , 

All  other  articles , 

Total 


134,549 
806,694 
369,905 
49,613 
32,308 

39,720,468 

3,956,786 

1,000,445 

27,932 

58,418 

104,394 

90,092 

43.263 

18,838 
11.843 
10.906 

138.139 
3,143 

5.060.500 
338,424 


1.131,738 
853,492 
187,386 
32,001 

16,778 
82,030 
84,181 
67,245 
698,200 


65,288,306 


1908. 


$36,688 
179,870 
463,624 
20,683 
21,160 

40,607,692 

2,890,205 

401,141- 

2,614 

45.307 

127,619 

53,326 

42,574 
60,246 
5,432 
6,011 

162,233 
1,712 

4,612,162 
234.100 


433.803 

507.634 

150,514 

15,118 

13.091 
88,144 
69.400 
84,960 
732,630 


60.754,300 


FOODSTUFFS,   CHEMICALS,    AND   MACHINERY. 

Although  Califomia  wines  have  an  excellent  reputation  in  this 
country,  there  was  a  general  decrease  in  imports  of  these  as  well  as 
other  beverages.  Flour  imports  declined  from  $2,916,821  in  1907  to 
$1,313,895  in  1908,  a  loss  of  $1 ,602,926.  Imports  of  butter  decreased 
50  per  cent,  preserved  vegetables  and  meat  and  fish  declined,  but  salted 
meat  and  fish  gained  50  per  cent.  The  decrease  in  vegetables,  fish, 
and  meat  preserved  in  tins,  etc.,  is  to  be  laid  to  the  increased  output 
of  the  calming  factories  of  Japan.  There  was  a  noteworthy  increase 
in  boots  and  shoes,  patent  medicines,  and  chlorate  of  potash,  the 
latter  rising  from  notning  in  1907  to  $10,763  in  1908.  Photographic 
dry  plates  increased  from  $13,957  to  $22,642. 

Wheat  dropped  from  $1,305,954  to  $1,070,540.  The  United 
States,  however,  lost  less  in  this  trade  than  other  countries,  and  the 
imports  exceeded  those  of  1906.  In  machinery  the  United  States 
increased  its  exports  to  Japan,  the  items  showing  greatest  gains  being 
beer-brewing  machinery,  diving  apparatus,  and  driUing  and  boring 
machines.  Electrical  machinery  of  all  sorts  made  substantial  gains. 
Imports  of  ice-making  machinery  increased  nearly  400  per  cent,  mill- 
ing and  mining  machmery  each  50  per  cent,  paper-makmg  machinery 
more  than  50  per  cent,  and  spinning  machinery  300  per  cent.  There 
were  decreases  in  gas,  hot-air,  and  petroleum  engines;  knitting, 
Ufting,  pumping,  and  sawing  machinery;  sewing  machines;  steam 
boilers;  steam  turbines  ana  steam  Hammers;  and  typewriters. 
There  was  an  increase  in  the  imports  of  shoemaking  machinery  from 
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$682  to  $7;801.  The  best  Japanese-made  shoes  are  of  American 
leather,  made  on  American  lasts  and  ^y  American  machinery,  so  far 
as  machinery  is  used,  there  being  no  large  factories  and  custom-made 
shoes  being  the  rule. 

IRON,    STEEL,   AND  MISCELLANEOUB   IMPORTS. 

Under  iron  and  steel  substantial  increases  were  made  in  fish  plates, 
galvanized  sheets,  pigs,  ingots,  pipes  and  tubes,  and  tinned  plates  ana 
sheets.  Rails  nearly  doubled  in  quantity,  but  iron  and  steel  bars 
and  rods  decUned  one-half,  while  wire  and  small  rods  dropped  from 
$23,568  to  $9,729.  Lead  pigs,  plates,  tubes,  etc.,  dropped  from 
$212,665  to  $20,823,  and  mercury  from  $19,706  to  $74.  Cutlery 
dropped  from  over  $15,000  to  $2,267,  and  material  losses  were  shown 
in  enameled  iron  wares,  insulated  wire,  needles  and  pins,  pens,  and 
stoves. 

Belting  and  hose  for  machinery,  celluloid,  and  electric  lamps  and 
parts  decreased  considerably^  due  to  the  manufacture  of  these  articles 
m  Japan,  and  in  all  probabihty  these  will  continue  to  decline.  Port- 
land cement  dropped  from  $4,841  to  $138,  which  is  not  surprising 
when  the  number  of  cement  companies  in  Japan  is  considered.  There 
was  a  considerable  decrease  in  trie  imports  of  Oregon  pine  and  other 
umber.  Linseed  oil  and  turpentine  declined,  but  there  was  a  sub- 
tantial  increase  in  lubricating  and  other  heavy  oils,  mineral  colza, 
and  oUve  oil  and  paraffin.  Watches  and  parts  dropped  from 
$157,416  to  $40,092,  due  largely  to  the  increased  manufacture  in  this 
country. 

Imports  of  bones,  horns,  and  hoofs  nearly  quadrupled.  Hides  and 
skins  declined  from  $152,909  to  $17,255,  and  all  leather  imports 
dropped  heavily.  Sugar  doubled  in  imports^  the  value  reaching 
$69,976.  Cotton,  ginned  and  unginned,  declined  $1,125,893.  On 
the  other  hand,  cotton  and  linen  thread,  hemp,  jute,  and  manila 
hemp  showed  an  increase.  Steam  vessels  fell  from  $67,658  in  1907  to 
nothing  in  1908.  Locomotives  and  tenders  and  parts  increased 
shghtly,  while  the  imports  of  railway  passenger  and  rreight  cars  and 
paxts  more  than  douoled.  The  government  railways,  however,  are 
imdertaking  to  build  their  own  cars  and  eventually  will  build  their 
own  locomotives.  Altogether,  considering  the  general  trade  depres- 
sion and  the  falling  off  m  imports  from  other  countries,  the  United 
States  did  remarkably  well  in  its  trade  with  Japan  in  the  past  year. 


IMPORTS    FROM   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  from  the  United  States  into 
Japan  during  1907  and  1908,  respectively: 


Articles. 


CatUe 

other 

BeltlDg  and  hose 

Bones 

Boota,  shoes,  sandals,  etc. . . 
Breadstufls: 

Biscuits,  etc 

Flour 

Meals  and  starches 

Wheat 

Buckles,  hooks  and  eyes. . . . 


1907. 

1908. 

$16,179 
2,210 

46,206 
4,719 

50,318 

134,179 
5,962 
28,725 
28,813 
73,656 

8,282 
2,916,821 

7,674 
1,306,954 

6,941 

6,218 
1,313,896 

8,491 
1,070,540 

3,333 

Articles. 


Cars,  carriages,  and  parts: 
Bicycles  and  tricycles. . 

Car  parts,  electric 

Cars,  railway ,  and  parts 

other 

!  Caoutchouc,  and  gutta-per- 
cha, and   manuXacturea 


Crude 

Plates  and  sheets. 
Pipes  and  tubes.. 
Othfr 


1907. 


1237,581 

238,161 

174,449 

8,777 


72,629 
26,522 
11,065 
30,762 


1908. 


$175,764 

in,  618 

$78,017 

98,608 
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Articles. 

1007. 
•6,370 

1908. 

Chemicals,  drags,  and  medi- 
cines: 

Ammonia  sulphate 

Glycerin 

•4,182 

Onm,  shellac 

7.286 

Medicines 

17,402 
16,010 

12,700 

20,140 

Plasters 

15,080 

Potash- 
Bromide 

724 

Chlorate 

10,763 

Cyanide 

07 
10,068 

71,512 

113 

67,155 

67,867 

157,416 

51,075 

3,961 

14,158 

14,304,287 
11,404 
52,630 

4,966 

63,186 

11,740 
168,040 
23,871 

13,067 
4,664 
6,151 

14,603 

1,066 

152,900 

35,322 

121,425 
11,081 

14,636 

110,120 
34,795 

181,776 

441,868 
15,777 
5,620 
54,027 

266,825 

54,613 

167,116 
136,248 

117,708 
10,314 

403,130 
206,096 

10,015 
33,316 
255,025 
158,011 
11,061 
21,401 
14,001 
64,564 

26 

Seneca  roots 

17,421 

Soda- 
Nitrate 

7,610 

Other 

406 

Other 

161,575 

Clocks,  watches,  and  parts: 

Clocks  and  parts 

Watches  and  parts 

Coal 

47,170 

40,002 

1,781 

Coffee 

3,728 

Comestibles,  n.  e.  s 

Cotton,  and  manufactures 

Ginned  and  undnned . . 
Bookbinders' cToth.... 
Tissues,  etc 

14,150 

13,178,304 

1,864 

47,262 

Earthenware: 

Bricks  and  tUes 

Earthenware  and  por- 
celain   

18 
14,684 

Emery  cloth  and  wheels, 
and  sandpaper 

13,620 

Fertilisers 

03,847 

Fruits  and  nuts 

25,827 

Glass,  manufactures  of: 
Photographic  plates. . . 
Other 

22,642 

1,678 

Grains  and  seeds 

10,050 

Hair,  animal 

14,030 

Hats',  caps,  and  bonnets . . . 
Hides  and  skins 

1,405 
17,255 

Inks 

41,136 

Instruments: 

Musical 

73,103 

Photographic  appara- 
tus    .  .  .  r  ,  ,  ,  -  T 

3,406 

Sdentlflc- 

Balances,     scales, 
etc 

7,210 

Surgical,    iurvey- 
ing,  etc 

83,828 

other^..!  :::::::.: 

27,048 

Iron  and  steel,  manuf^ 
turesof: 
Bars  and  rods 

80,074 
764,606 

Bridge    eonstractlon, 
etc 

Cutlery 

2,267 

Enameled  ware 

Fishplates 

2,540 
104,326 

Galvaotsed  sheets 

Galvanised  wire  and 

hoops,  bands,  etc 

Gauges    and    meters, 

n.e.s 

Tnmilftted  wire 

275,827 

48,870 

130,732 
118,288 

Machinery- 
Boilers,  steam 

Drilling  and  boring 
Electric- 
Dynamos  and 

motors 

Other 

58,160 
113,007 

688.147 
476,086 

Engines — 

Plre 

8,250 

Gas,  etc 

fltpam 

26,106 
205,408 

Turbine 

Hammers,  steam. . 

Ice-making 

Knitting 

67,480 
5,144 

81,708 
3,730 

Lifting?. 

45,563 

Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  manufoc- 
tures  of— Continued. 
Machinery— Cont'd. 

Locomotives,  etc.. 

Milling 

Mining 

Motors,  hydraulic. 

Paper-making 

Planing 

Presses,  hydraulic, 

Printing 

Pumping 

Sawing 

Screwing 

Sewlni 

Splnni 

Other 

Nails,  rivets,  etc 

Pigs,  Ingots,  etc 

Pipes,  tubes,  scrap,  etc. 

Plates  and  sheets 

Ralls 

Revolvers,  guns,  etc. . . 

Stoves 

T,anele,etc 

Telephones 

Tinned  plates  or  sheets. 

Tools,  etc 

Tumtag  lathes 

Typewriters 

Wire  and  small  rods. . . 

Wire  rope 

Other 

Lamps,  lanterns,  and  parts: 

Electric 

Other 


Bull,  ox,  buffalo,  etc.— 
Dyed  or  colored... 
Laconered  or  var- 
nished  

Sole 

Other 

Chamois,  sheep,  and 

goat 

O&er 

Malt  and  hops 

Metals,  and  manufiictures 
of: 

Copper  and  brass 

Lead,    pigs,     plates, 

tubes,  etc 

Mercury 

Metallic  fittings,  etc. . . 

Other 

Milk: 

Condensed 

Sterilised ^ 

Minerals  and  ores 

Oib: 

Coba 

Kerosene 

Linseed 

Lubricating,  etc 

Volatile 

Other 

!  Packing  for  engines 

Paints,     pigments,     and 
I     dyes: 

Carbon  blacks 

Copper  paints , 

Goia,  sliver,  and  plat- 
inum  

Other 

Paper,  and  manufactures 

Books 

Imitation      Jf^Mmese, 

etc 

Pasteboard 

Photographic 

Printing 

Other 

Pencils 


1907. 


1906. 


•774,434 

74,000 

84,080 

40,314 

245,821 

17,396 

23,635 

4,623 

237,504 

47,706 

11,785 

276,404 

4,025 

1,480,465 

611,037 

4,708 

666,471 

102,058 

650,080 

15,825 

30,880 

27,655 

81,431 

6,504 

123,275 

106,461 

21,460 

23,568 

2,565 

66,296 

17,083 
122,296 


102,026 

22,646 

996,885 

13, 116 

65,070 
27,504 
70,801 


11,890 

212,665 
10,706 
42,018 

120,754 

601,466 

4,006 

58,245 

n,028 
4,734,626 
27,864 
280,242 
26,802 
1,804 
26,885 


6,536 
2,881 

40,281 
22,065 


43,087 

306 
10,156 
23,296 
147,513 
23,772 
18,603 


•770,800 

150,887 
77,832 
53,630 

684,356 
22,020 
13,131 
26,543 

185,444 
88,609 
12,420 

144,354 

13,154 

1,013,001 

536,474 
33,132 

030,498 

78,743 

1,100,126 

11,006 

25,007 

127,206 
36,640 
31,786 

125,204 

110,501 
16,022 
0,720 
10,122 
46.778 

7,177 
05.C67 


32,388 

21.885 
625,016 
30,207 

40,657 

63.057 

814 


10,040 

20,823 

74 

45,830 

01,348 

656,830 

4.810 

44,678 

100.021 

4,764,430 

5,114 

414,475 

25,737 

2.754 

30,204 


20,051 
10,407 

18.056 
36,  GOO 


44,461 

32.263 
33.831 
27,576 
250,630 
24.605 
38.882 
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Articles. 


Pro  visions: 

Butter  and  cheese 

Preserved  vegetables, 

meats,  and  nsh , 

Pulp 

Resin 

Salted  meat  and  fish 

Soaps 

Spirits,  wines,  and  malt 
liquors: 

Alcohol 

Beer,  etc 

Whisky 

Wines 

Other 

Sugar 

Suspenders 

Tallow,  fiats,  and  oils  n.  e.  s . 

Tan  baric 

Tarred  felt,  etc 


1907. 


$12,094 

30,023 
18,796 
167,827 
73,611 
55,621 


4,730 
1,061 
3,006 

24,387 
1,009 

32,471 

3,606 

167,460 

9,083 

67.736 


1908. 


17,405 

24,782 
43,162 
167,080 
111,129 
61,933 


11 

1,118 

5,980 

20,185 

186 

67,976 

4,064 

941,284 

11,011 

80,865 


Articles. 


Textiles  n.e.s.: 

Insulating  tape 

Thread,  rope,  yam,  etc 

Other 

Tobacco 

Toilet  preparations 

Underwear 

Vftfnish 

Vessels,  steam 

Wax,  paraffin 

Wood: 

Oregon  pine,  fir,  and 
cedar- 
Boards 

Other 

Other 

Parcels  post 

Traveling  effects 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1907. 


131,863 
12,528 

123,488 

246,426 
13,666 
9,136 
11,261 
67,668 

610,626 


139,535 
342,368 
186,180 
92,033 
21,518 
226,607 


40,187.286 


1908 


t26,506 
18,616 
27,357 

298,068 

22,847 

5,203 

30,604 


715,323 


63,442 
260,756 
166,976 
116,337 

17,037 
173.462 


38,663,006 


TRADE    WITH   THE    PHILIPPINES. 


Imports  from  the  Philippines  decreased  $266,944  in  value  in  1908, 
due  largely  to  a  falling  off  m  tobacco,  sugar,  and  hemp.  The  follow- 
ing table  gives  the  imports,  by  articles,  &om  the  islands  in  1907  and 
1908,  respectively: 


Articles. 


I 


1907. 


1908. 


Articles. 


Caoutchouc [  $2,774  | 

Copra I  2,348  I  15 

Hemp  and  cordages:  I 

Hemp.  Jute,  and  ma-  | 

nilahemp 387,456)  280.488 

Rope,etc I  12,490  1  1,545 

Oll.pahn '  1,854  446 

Rattans I i  1,726 


Shells. 

Sugar 

Tobacoo 

Traveling  effects. 

Parcels  post 

All  other  articles. 

Total 


1907. 


1908. 


11,198 

606,662 

47,618 

602 

41 

12,228 


$873 

497,438 

13,047 

438 

177 

12, 147 


1,075,271 


806,327 


Exports  to  the  Philippine  Islands  increased  by  $280,368,  the 
figures  being  $1^174,639  in  1908,  against  $894,271  in  1907.  There  is 
a  great  variety  in  the  export  trade  with  the  Pnilippines,  of  which  the 
larger  items  were  potatoes  and  onions,  worth  $241,545,  against 
$159,469  in  1907;  oils  and  waxes  $11,225,  a  decrease  of  about  $4,000; 
cotton  yams  $194,355,  against  $184,331  in  1907;  cotton  crftpes 
$170,873,  an  increase  of  $33,297;  manufactures  of  glass  $14,499, 
against  $11,887  in  1907;  shirtings  and  sheetings  $68,917,  against 
$51,052  in  1907;  and  coal  $35,646,  against  $9,762  in  the  preceding 
3^ear.  Miscellaneous  silk  goods  and  the  cheaper  class  of  curios  go  to 
the  Philippines  quite  extensively,  straw  braids  and  straw  hats  also 
figuring  to  a  considerable  extent. 

TRADE    WITH   HAWAII. 

Imports  from  Hawaii  were  not  important,  the  value  for  1908 
being  $6,443,  against  $9,621  in  1907,  a  decline  of  $3,178.  There 
were  slignt  increases  in  the  imports  of  coffee,  preserved  comestibles, 
and  plants,  and  decreases  in  jams,  machinery,  books,  and  traveling 
effects.  The  item  of  fruit  does  not  appear  in  the  customs  returns, 
but  no  doubt  considerable  quantities  of  fresh  bananas  and  pine- 
aj)ples  reached  Japan  from  Honolulu,  as  well  as  considerably  larger 
quantities  of  canned  goods  than  the  returns  show. 
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The  export  trade  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands  is  of  considerable  extent, 
the  value  for  1908  having  been  $1,583,487,  against  $1,727,400  in  1907, 
a  decline  of  $143,913.  Of  the  many  articles  shipped  to  Honolulu, 
foodstuffs  form  a  considerable  part,  intended  largely  for  the  Japanese 
residents  of  those  islands.  Alcoholic  liquors  dropped  from  $219,173 
to  $165,854,  due  largely  to  a  falling  off  in  sake  exports  because  of 
food  laws  which  prevented  the  use  of  preservatives.  Sake  is  now 
being  manufactured  in  Honolulu  and  the  exports  from  Japan  should 
cease  before  long.  Canned  goods  exceeded  the  1907  exports,  but 
fish  generally  declined,  as  dia  tea,  vegetables,  and  vermicelli,  while 
boots,  etc.,  declined  $20,000.  Prepared  medicines  increased  some- 
what, sulphur  fell  of  by  about  half,  as  did  porcelain  and  earthenware, 
while  cloisonne  lost  a  much  greater  proportion,  although  the  exports 
are  not  large. 

The  exports  of  rice  fell  from  $685,133  to  $67,930;  beans  and  peas 
also  declined,  while  peanuts  showed  increased  exports.  Clocks  in- 
creased from  $970  to  $1,319,  and  surgical  and  other  instruments  from 
$682  to  $1,129,  but  printing  maphinery,  etc.,  declined  by  more  than 
a  half.  Shipments  classed  as  metal  manufactures  remained  about 
the  same,  while  oils  and  waxes  increased.  The  exports  of  coal 
dropped  from  $2,393  to  $5,  the  latter  evidently  a  sample.  The 
exports  of  paper  and  manufactures  of  paper  remained  about  the 
same  as  in  1907,  books  and  journals  being  tne  most  important  item. 

Sugar  and  sweetmeats  declined  more  than  $2,000.  In  textiles 
there  was  a  substantial  increase,  particularly  in  habutae  and  kaiki 
silks,  crfipes,  and  mixtures.  Gassed  cotton  yarns,  however,  fell  from 
$3,270  to  nothing.  Silk  handkerchiefs,  lacquer  wares,  brushes, 
wooden  ware,  and  matches  increased  somewhat,  while  there  was  a 
decrease  in  the  exports  of  straw  braids,  fans,  purses,  toys,  and 
umbrellas. 

JAPAN^S   MERCHANT   MARINE — EXPERIMENT   FARMS. 

Trade  dullness  during  1908  was  felt  severely  in  shipping  circles  in 
Japan,  and  in  spite  of  decreased  freight  rates  many  steamers  were 
laid  up  for  lack  of  cargo.  A  line  to  South  America  has  been  inaugu- 
rated, and  this,  if  maintained,  will  do  much  to  increase  the  trade 
between  that  continent  and  Japan.  Japan's  merchant  marine  con- 
sists of  1,618  steamers  of  1,153.340  tons,  4,515  sailing  vessels  of 
372,319  tons,  and  1,390  junks  ana  miscellaneous  craft  of  51,145  tons. 
Of  the  10,330  steamers  which  during  1908  entered  the  various  ports 
of  Japan,  6,309  were  Japanese,  2^264  British,  660  German,  274  Nor- 
wegian, 258  American,  171  Russian,  and  138  French.  In  the  value 
of  ireight  carried  the  United  States  ranked  fourth,  with  merchandise 
to  the  value  of  $27,362,631. 

The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  the  Ninth  Financial  and 
Economic  Annual  issued  by  the  Department  of  Finance: 

Agriculture,  being  the  occupation  of  more  than  60  per  cent  of  the  entire  population, 
ifl  the  greatest  of  all  Jafmnese  industries.  The  Government  established  a  state  experi- 
ment farm  in  Tokyo,  with  branches  in  Kyushu,  Chugoku,  and  Riku-u,  with  the  object 
of  carrying  on  investigations  relative  to  seeds,  diseases,  and  insect  pests,  and  other 
matters  necessary  for  the  improvement  of  agricultural  products.  Two  state  eeri- 
cultural  training  institutes  were  established,  where,  in  addition  to  the  training  of 
experts  in  silkworm  rearing  and  filature,  experiments  are  made  in  connection  with 
these  two  subjects.  Further,  at  the  state  experiment  farm  experiments  are  conducted 
relative  to  the  rearing  of  tea  plants,  methods  of  tea  manufacture,  and  economy  of  tea 
industry,  and  they  have  borne  fruit  in  abundance.     Especially  is  this  the  case  with 
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the  study  of  tea-manufacturing  machinery,  which  has  resulted  in  the  reduction  of 
manual  labor,  diminution  in  the  cost  of  production,  and  improvement  in  quality. 

The  revised  lawB  relative  to  the  registration  of  patents  for  inventions,  utility  n^els, 
designs,  and  trade-marks  make  no  discrimination  between  Japanese  and  foreigners, 
and  any  i)erson  who  has  applied  for  registration  of  a  patent  for  an  invention,  a  design, 
or  a  trade-mark  in  a  country  which  is  a  party  to  the  International  Convention  for  the 
Protection  of  Industrial  Property  is  granted  in  Japan  a  right  of  priority,  which  ie 
valid  for  1  year  in  the  case  of  a  patent  and  for  4  months  in  the  case  of  a  design  or 
a  trade-mark.  According  to  the  revised  laws,  the  term  of  a  patent  is  15  years, 
which  may  be  extended  for  a  term  of  not  less  than  3  years  nor  more  than  10  years; 
the  term  of  exclusive  use  is  for  a  design  10  years  and  for  a  utilitv  model  3  years,  which 
may  be  extended  for  3  years,  while  that  for  a  trade-mark  is  20  years,  which  may  be 
further  extended.  The  owners  of  patents  and  designs  must  pay  annually  progressive 
fees,  while  the  owners  of  registered  trade-marks  and  utility  models  pay  only  the 
registration  fee  at  the  time  of  registration. 

There  were  1,605  families  eneaged  in  the  camphor  indiistry,  the  total  production  of 
the  crude  camphor  and  camphor  oil  being  $393,397  in  1907.  Of  mats  and  matting 
for  export  the  appraximate  value  was  $5,497,783  for  all  kinds.  The  82  cotton  mills 
in  operation  in  1907  worked  an  average  of  1,494,627  spindles  daily  and  employed 
14,828  male  and  61,738  female  operatives,  whose  daily  working  hours  average  12  and 
whose  average  daily  wages  were  about  20  cents  for  the  male  and  12h  cents  for  the 
female  employees.  These  82  mills  produced  389,159,592  poirnds  of  cotton  yam, 
46,854,471  pounds  of  waste  cottton,  and  3,996,988  pounds  of  waste  cotton  yam  in  1907. 
The  textile  factories  produced  cotton  fabrics  valued  at  $51,281,560;  hemp  fabrics, 
$2,039,085;  silk  fabrics,  $45,169,543;  silk  and  cotton  mixed,  $10,123,942;  obiji  (Japa- 
nese sashes)  of  all  grades,  $4,198,045;  other  woven  eoods,  $1,411,371;  making  a  total 
production  of  woven  goods  for  1907  of  approximately  $113,663,706. 

AVERAGE    WAGES   IN   JAPAN. 

While  prices  are  generally  higher  in  Tokyo  and  YokohaJna  than 
throughout  Japan,  there  hare  Been  increases  in  the  wage  scales  in 
those  cities  in  almost  every  occupation,  as  is  shown  by  the  following 
table  of  daily  wages: 


Kind  ofemploytnent. 


Average  for  1906. '  .         I  Average  for  1908. 

Aver-  I  Aver-  |         ^ 

J^P"- 1  hiSSr  I  Tokyo.  ^1  I  J.i»n. ,  Sis: ,  Toky* 


AOKICULTURE,  ETC. 

Farm  laborer: 

Male 

Female 

Sericulturist: 

Male 

Female 

Silk  spinner  (female) . . 

Gardener 

Fisherman 


CLOTHIWQ,  ETC. 

Weaver: 

Male 

Female 

Dyer* 

Cotton  whipper 

Tailor: 

Japanese  dress.. 

Foreign  dress- 
Cutter 

Tailor 

Pouch  maker 

Clog  maker 

Shoemaker 


10. 


11 

fli 

135 

1 

135 

31 
235 

10.419 

$0,375 
as.  00 

21 
12 

a  4;  43" 

.20 

.15 

«7.50 

.32 

26 

.35 

a20.00 

BUILDINO.  ETC. 

ll  Carpenter 

Plasterer 

'  Stonecutter 

Sawyer 

Bhini;le  roofer 

I  Tile  roofer 

'   Bricklayer 

1  Brickmaker 

,  Shipwright 

,  Floor-mat  maker 

I;  Screen  and  door  maker. . . 

j   Paper  hanger 

I  Cabinetmaker 

j'  Cooper* 

Cartwrlght 

I  Harness  maker 

Laoquerer 

'  Founder 

I,  Blacksmith 

Potter 


rooD,  ETC. 

Confectiontr 

Tobacco  cutter 

Rloe  pounder* 


:}.37 

al5.6S 

r    1.75    1 
\     .875 

.32 

.50 

.60 

.26 

.326 

.275; 

.29 

.60 

.86 

«      .18 

a6.26 

.75 

.20 

.805 

.1/ 

.18 

.18 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Lacquer  Juice  extractor. . . 

Oilpresser 

Paper  maker 

Compositor 

PrlntCT 

Day  laborer 

Jeweler 

Painter 


10.375 
.88 
.435 
.365 
.36 
.436 
.48 
.345 
.415 
.34 
.856 
.38 
.34 
.27 
.315 
.325 
.295 
.285 
.825 
.276 


.245 

.24 

.216 

.246 

.82 

.246 


10.554 


.66 

.644 
.644 
.619 


.600 

.632 

.66 

.476 

.63 

.832 

.425 


.225 
.381 


.81 

.325 
.30 
.80 
.67 


$0.65 
.686 
.80 
.46 
.40 
.60 
.075 
.875 
.476 
.426 
.876 
.76 
.626 
.400 
.89 
.66 


.30 
.35 
.326 


.20 


.80 
.85 


a  Per  mootii. 


*  With  board. 
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By  Consul  Carl  F.  Deichman,  Tamsui. 

The  trade  of  Formosa  as  given  by  the  custom-house  returns  for  1908 
showed  a  remarkable  increase  over  that  of  either  of  the  two  preceding 

J  ears,  notwithstanding  that  the  general  industrial  conoitions  in 
apan  and  China,  especially  Japan,  were  very  slow  in  recovering 
from  the  business  depression  of  1907.  The  total  value  of  the  exports 
and  imports  of  Formosa  for  1908  amounted  to  $35,718,009,  which  is 
an  increase  of  $6,661,089  over  1907,  and  of  $7,814,940  over  1906. 
In  addition  to  this,  there  were  exports  and  imports  of  gold  and  silver 
amounting  to  $2,337,680,  which  should  be  added  to  obtain  more 
exact  figures  as  to  the  volume  of  trade  of  the  island. 

The  total  value  of  gold  and  silver  exported  amounted  to  $877,703, 
of  which  $698,413  was  gold  and  $179,290  silver.  Of  the  ffold,  $692,437 
was  exported  to  Japan  and  was  mostly  the  product  of  the  gold  mines 
of  Formosa.  The  gold  exported  to  foreign  coimtries  was  gold  coin. 
A  small  part  of  the  silver  exported  to  Japan  is  a  bjr-product  of  the 
gold  mines,  but  almost  all  of  it  is  silver  yen  coins  which  have 
been  called  in  by  the  Government  to  be  recoined  into  subsidiary 
coins.     The  silver  exported  to  foreign  countries  is  practically  all  coin. 

There  were  imports  of  $1,459,977  in  gold  and  silver  during  1908, 
of  which  amoimt  only  $1,808  was  gold  from  foreign  countries  and 
$89,789  was  gold  from  Japan,  consisting  principally  of  coins.  The 
silver  imported  from  foreign  coimtries  amoimted  to  $1,368,380,  and 
was  practically  all  silver  yen  pieces  imported  from  China  and 
Hongkong  when  the  price  of  silver  was  veff  low,  and  was  imported 
for  speculative  purposes.  The  population  of  Formosa  being  practically 
all  Chinese,  the  silver  money  is  preferred  by  them  to  the  Japanese 
bank  notes,  and  the  importers  of  silver  made  a  good  profit  oy  ex- 
changing their  metallic  yen  for  paper.  So  large  had  this  importation 
become  that  the  Government,  to  prevent  the  flooding  of  the  colony 
with  silver  and  to  protect  its  gola-standard  bank-note  system,  was 
compelled  to  curtail  and  then  prohibit  the  importation  of  silver 
one-yen  coins. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  gold  and  silver  for  1907  and  1908, 
respectively,  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Imports. 

Exports. 

Foreign  eoantriei. 

HpMi. 

Foreigii  oodntricB. 

Japan. 

1907. 

1908. 

1907. 

1906. 

1907. 

1906. 

1907. 

1906. 

Gold 

$1,101 

167,968 

11,808 
1.368,380 

$338,  »1 
281,370 

$89,789 

$12,281 
116,637 

$6,976 
27,938 

$807,913 
166,297 

$602,487 
151,852 

Silver 

Total 

160,069 

1,370,188 

619,661 

89,789 

128,918 

33,914 

964,210 

848.789 

REBiARKABLB   INCREASE   IN   IMPORTS. 

The  imports  from  other  countries  than  Japan  were  valued  at 
$8,503,233,  while  the  imports  during  1907  aggr^ated  $5,587,901, 
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showing  an  increase  of  $2,915,332.     The  imports  during  1907  and 
1908,  respectively,  by  articles,  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Beans , 

Cotton  and  manulaetures 
of: 

Raw 

CaUoo— 

Unbleached 

Bleached 

Flah,  canned 

Flour 

Ginseng 

Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of: 

Machinery,  sugar 

Pans 

Rails  and  fittings 

Structural 

Lead 

Matting 

Oil,  kerosene 

Oilcake 

Opium 

Paper,  China: 

Light 

Heavy 


1907. 


1908. 


$24,256 


31,600 

75,749 
185,250 
28,563 
92,887 
61,255 


277,085 
55,725 

187,842 

118,553 
33,413 
89,895 

273,450 

61.382 

1,133,440 

78,922 
106,630 


$26,727 


26,409 

84,418 
186,828 

22,253 
184.153 

64,073 


1,766,724 

'41.837 

346,531 

385.086 

23,086 

129,371 

406.126 

62,508 

1,138,511 

139,119 
120,712 


Articles. 


Porcelain, .• 

Rice : 

Textiles,  n.  e.  s.: 

China  cloth 

Camlet 

Flax  cloth 

Semlflax  cloth 

Satin 

Tobacco,  leaf 

Vermicelli 

Wood,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Lumber 

Timber 

Tea  boxes 

A 11  other  articles 

Total 

Imports  from  Japan 

Grand  total 


1907. 


$77,256 
97,635 

18,194 
35,566 
52.768 
70,764 
131,534 
418,432 
21,236 


6,304 

154,285 

53.911 

1,504,140 


5,587.901 
9,835,722 


15,423,623 


1908. 


$84,968 
6,368 

31,866 
35,484 
61.200 
68.072 
156,372 
238,463 
22,858 


11,600 

230,534 

51,855 

2,358,851 


8.503,233 
10,421.576 


18,924,809 


The  remarkable  increase  in  imports  indicated  in  the  forgoing 
table  was  due  to  the  lar^e  shipments  of  machinery  for  sugar  mills, 
building  material,  and  rails  and  fittings  for  cane  tramways,  etc.,  in 
the  development  of  the  sugar  industry  in  southern  Formosa;  also 
rails,  machinery,  building  material,  timber,  lumber,  etc.,  for  the 
department  of  public  works  of  the  Formosan  government,  a  large 
part  of  which  came  from  the  United  States.  The  imports  of  flour 
and  kerosene  from  the  United  States,  also  opium,  calico,  Chinese 
cotton,  grasscloth,  and  paper  from  China,  showed  a  good  increase 
over  1907.  The  machinery,  building  material,  rails,  etc.,  came  from 
England,  Germany,  and  tne  United  States,  and,  with  the  exception 
of  material  and  machinery  for  government  work,  there  will  probably 
be  a  falling  off  in  the  imports  of  this  class  of  goods  during  the  coming 
year. 

EXPORTS   DECLINE    SLIGHTLY. 

The  principal  articles  of  export  from  Formosa  are  rice,  sugar,  tea, 
and  camphor,  their  relative  importance  being  in  the  order  named. 
During  1908  the  value  of  rice  exported  was  over  $5,250,000;  of  sugar, 
almost  $4,750,000;  of  tea,  over  $2,750,000;  and  of  camphor  and  cam- 

Jhor  oil,  over  $2,000,000.  Rice  and  sugar  are  exported  chiefly  to 
apan,  and  tea  and  camphor  principally  to  foreign  countries.  The  total 
value  of  merchandise  exported  to  countries  other  than  Japan  was 
$4,630,353,  of  which  amount  the  United  States  took  over  $2,000,000 
worth,  China  $1,500,000,  and  Hongkong  and  the  United  BLingdom 
$500,000  each.  Compared  with  1907,  however,  there  was  a  decrease  of 
$220,879,  which  was  due  to  a  large  decrease  in  the  exports  of  cam- 
phor, and  the  increase  in  the  exports  of  rice  and  tea  was  not  suflB- 
ciently  large  to  offset  the  heavy  decline  in  camphor. 
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The  exports  to  countries  other  than  Japan  during  1907  and  1908, 
respectively »  are  shown,  by  articles,  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Camphor..'.... 

Coal 

Flax,  Chinese. 

Fruits 

Oilcake 

Rice 

Seed,  sesame.. 

BUMT 

Sulphur 


1907. 


$1,304,333 
56,463 
279,060 
06,068 
14,844 
79,621 
16,994 
6,890 
20,477 


1906. 


$851,826 

48,815 

215,687 

106,976 

18,090 

208,736 

15,093 

7,706 

21,606 


Tea: 

Oolong 
Powchong. 

All  other  articles 


Total '    4,861, 

Exports  to  Japan 8,782,067 


Grand  total 13,638,290 


4,630,353 
12,162,847 


16,703,200 


The  decrease  in  the  exports  of  camphor  from  Formosa  is  primarily 
due  to  the  handling  of  this  product  by  the  camphor  monopoly.  The 
price  had  been  increased  to  such  an  extent  in  the  past  few  years  that 
many  camphor-producing  districts  in  Japan  and  China,  which 
formerly  could  not  be  worked  at  a  profit,  were  again  able  to  produce 
large  quantities  which  came  into  competition  with  the  Formosa 
camphor.  For  the  same  reason  extensive  experiments  were  made 
in  the  manufacture  and  uses  of  synthetic  camphor,  which  successfully 
demonstrated  the  possibilities  of  its  use  in  place  of  the  natural  procf- 
uct,  and  it  is  now  being  largely  used,  as  it  can  be  made  at  smaller  cost. 

IMPORTS    AND    EXPORTS    BY   COUNTRIES. 

Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  showed  the  remarkable  increase 
of  $1,256,966,  the  total  for  1908  being  $2,131,933,  against  only 
$874,967  in  1907.  The  United  States  exported  $505,090  worth  more 
merchandise  to  Formosa  in  1908  than  in  1907,  and  (Jermany  increased 
its  exports  thereto  by  $471,418.  The  gain  in  exports  to  Japan  ac- 
counted for  practically  the  entire  net  gain  in  exports  from  Formosa, 
as  an  increase  in  exports  to  any  one  foreign  country  was  offset  by  a 
decrease  in  trade  with  another. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  into  and  exports 
from  Formosa,  oy  countries,  during  1907  and  1908,  respectively: 


Country. 


United  states 

Australia 

Belgium 

British  India 

China 

Dutch  India 

France 

French  India 

Oermany 

Hongkong 

JjPtai 

Korea 

Manchuria 

Slam 

United  Kingdom.. 
All  other  countries . 


Total. 


Imports. 


Exports. 


1907. 


$635,250 

28,915 

65,871 

827,943 

2,158,234 

51,519 

2,415 

107,189 

140,546 

103,625 

9,835,722 

20,732 

421 

21,610 

874,967 

550,655 


15,423,623 


1906. 


1907. 


$1,140,349  :  $2,036,880 
23,676  I  8,366 

74,517  ! 

650,330   

2,112,563  ,    1,484,943 
54,587  !  9,329 

5,550  ! 

33,649    

611,964    

83,605  I    1,086,764 
10,421,576  I    8,782,067 
24,653  I          19,624 
138,969  ' 


2,131,933 
1,383,032  I 


250,859 
4,467 


18,924,809  i  13,633,299 


1908. 


$2,269,374 
6,890 


1,419 
1,592,831 


100,460 


22,200 

389,138 

12,162,847 

27,690 


213,062 
7,269 


16,793,300 
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COMMEBCIAI-  REIATIONS. 


COMMERCE   AT   VARIOUS   PORTS. 

The  port  of  Tamsui  received  the  larger  share  of  the  imports  of  the 
year,  exclusive  of  the  imports  from  Japan,  but  the  port  of  Takao 
received  an  aggregate  of  $2,781,729,  which  was  a  gain  of  $2,196,591 
over  the  incoming  trade  at  this  port  in  1907  and  made  it  a  close 
competitor  of  the  port  of  Tamsui  m  volume  of  commerce  with  coun- 
tries other  than  Japan.  The  port  of  Keelung  almost  doubled  the 
amount  of  imports  received,  and  other  ports  showed  good  gains. 
The  export  trade  averaged  about  the  same  as  in  1907.  The  imports 
and  exports  during  1907  and  1908,  exclusive  of  commerce  with  Japan, 
were  distributed  among  the  various  ports  of  the  island  as  follows: 


Ports. 


Tamaiil.... 

Anping 

Keelung... 

Takao 

Kyuko 

Ooio 

Goeei 

Rokko 

Kakoko.... 
Tosekko.... 

iffi«yu 

Toko 

Total. 


Imports. 


1907. 


$3,226,578 

969,382 

442,936 

585,138 

60,064 

42,294 

63,541 

107,862 

7,514 

42,324 

16,194 

36,  OM 


5,587,901 


1906. 


$3»430,761 
961,670 
876,863 
2,781,729 
30,211 
72.470 
66,481 
125,408 


64,552 
17,078 
47,010 


8,503,233 


Exports. 


1907. 


$2,012,580 
292,246 
2,211,406 
34,884 
60,899 
»,410 
35,885 
60,  MO 
6,780 
48,674 
5,878 
25.099 


4,851,232 


1906. 


331,562 
291,340 
50$,  998 
20,700 

ao,o$6 

70,910 
57,158 
90,001 


55,486 
17,297 
47,903 


4,630,353 


TRADE    WrTH   JAPAN. 


The  total  value  of  merchandise  imported  from  Japan  in  1908  was 
$10,421,576,  and  during  the  preceding  year  the  imports  were  valued 
at  $9,835,722,  showinjg  an  increase  or$585,854,  or  about  6  per  cent, 
which  is  an  encouraging  increase  over  the  preceding  ^ear.  Imports 
from  Japan  during  1907  and  1908,  respectively,  by  articles,  are  shown 
in  the  following  table : 


ArtldM. 


1907. 


Cement. 

Coal 

Cotton,  manufacturee  of: 

Cloth 

Yam 

Fish: 

Cuttle 

Dried  and  pfckled . . . . 

Fkmr. 

Ounny  sacks 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
Clotures  of: 

Iron  and  steel 

Rails  and  fittings 

other  manofiuitures . . 

Itches 

Oil,  kerosene 

Paper x 

Provisions: 

Canned  goads. 

Marine  products 

Ptoldes,  Japanese 

RIee. 


8238,145 
53,256 

1,003,171 
43,122 

89,954 
318,619 
275,517 

26,696 


254,804 
218,575 
173,749 
181,386 
94,037 
281,004 

74,803 
216,280 

31,238 
436,614 


1906. 


$411,302 
81,405 

1,004,481 
35,827 

89,886 
665,188 
128,244 

38,524 


213,509 
102,901 
148,377 
148,018 
85,050 
213,459 

73,001 
246,983 

39,570 
291,365 


Articles. 


1907. 


Shoes  and  clogs 

Soy 

Spirits,  wines,  and  malt 
liquors: 

Beer,  bottled 

Sake- 
Bottled 

In  casks 

Sugar: 

Refined 

Lump 

Tobacco: 

Cut 

Cigarettes 

Wood,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Lumber 

RaU  way  ties 

Timber 

Woolen  cloth 

AU  other  artteles, 


Total. 


170,090 
109, 139 


128,180 

91,851 
213,451 

186,351 
28,386 

26,150 
190,241 


196,058 
181,960 
636,604 
64,158 
3,740,116 


9,835,722 


1906. 


$75,263 
125,988 

129,836 

119,158 
239, 3M 

162,006 
52,442 

39,006 
178,619 


216,214 
286,560 
606,716 
47,623 
4,197,610 


10,421,678 
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The  total  value  of  the  merchandise  exported  to  Japan  showed  a  phe- 
nomenal mcrease  over  that  of  1907,  which  is  largely  due.to  the  heavy 
exports  of  rice,  this  item  showing  an  increase  of  over  $2,000,000,  while 
sugar  increased  almost  $1,000,000.  The  exports  for  the  year  aggre- 
gated $12,162,847,  a  gam  of  $3,380,780  in  the  trade  with  Japan  over 
that  of  1907,  or  more  than  37  per  cent.  The  exports,  by  articles, 
during  1907  and  1908,  respectively,  are  shown  in  the  following 
statement : 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articlw. 

1907. 

1908. 

^,5SSi 

U72,266 

926,222 

64,007 

24,376 

86,046 

2,986,210 

1250.102 

1,011,913 

33,094 

19,361 

333,176 

61,043.728 

!  Salt 

179,847 

3,718,047 

03,428 

346»680 

172,670 

Sugar .... 

4.7(^,809 

OH 

,  Tea,  Oolong 

78,192 

Hftte.  Formosa 

1  All  other  ancles 

619,223 

Hidftft.  raw 

1            Total 

Ores.    

8,782,067 

12,162,847 

Rloe 

DECI^ABED   EXPORTS  TO  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

Camphor  and  Oolong  tea  were  the  only  articles  declared  for  export 
to  the  United  States  in  1907,  and  while  coal,  Formosa  hats,  and  crude 
sulphur  were  added  in  1908,  their  shipments  were  so  small  as  not  to 
balance  the  heavjr  decline  in  the  two  lormer  items,  and  a  decrease  of 
$903,756  appears  in  the  total  export  trade  to  that  country.  Exports 
to  the  Philippines  also  declined,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  table  of 
declared  exports  for  1907  and  1908,  respectively: 


Articles. 


XmiTKD  STATES. 


Ci^pbor. 
Coal. 


Formosa  l^ts... 

Oolong  tea 

Sulphur,  crude. 


1907. 


$1,263,130 


2,383,261 


Total 3,646,391 


1908. 


$524,100 

553 

498 

2,211,558 

5,926 


2,742,635 


Articles. 


PHIUPPINES. 


Cabbage 

Cattle 

Powdrong  tea. 


Total. 


1907. 


$7,569 


1  ,790 


1908. 


m,vn 

6,430 
8^7S7 


14.153 


OUTLOOK — BANKING   FACILITIES. 

The  rice  crop  of  1908  was  an  unusually  large  one,  and  the  sugar  and 
tea  crops  were  good.  The  (Government  is  doing  a  large  amount  of 
c(Hi8truction  work,  and  there  is  also  much  private  builoing  going  on, 
and  all  indications  point  to  a  prosperous  business  season  in  1 909.  At 
present  the  i^ppii^  f  aciUties  of  Formosa  are  ample  and  keep  pace 
with  the  growtn  of  trade  in  the  island.  During  1908,  251  foreign 
steamers,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  442,670  tons,  entered  the  various 

Sorts,  which  is  an  increase  of  14  steamers  and  67,780  tons  over  1907. 
apanese  steamers  numbering  754  entered  at  the  ports  of  the  island, 
having  a  tonnage  of  1,179,945  tons,  a  gain  of  72  steamers  and  120,787 
tons  over  1907.  This  large  increase  is  due  partly  to  the  Uberal  sub- 
sidies panted  by  the  Government  to  Japanese  steamers,  and  partly 
to  the  increased  traffic  between  Formosa  and  Japan. 
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All  of  the  1,022  foreign  sailing  vessels  entering  at  the  ports  of  the 
island  in  1908  were  Chinese]  unks  engaged  in  trade  between  Formosa, 
the  Pescadores,  and  the  China  coast,  with  the  exception  of  two 
American  sailing  ships  which  brought  cargoes  of  lumber  and  piUiig 
from  Puget  Sound  for  the  port  works  at  Keelung  Harbor.  There 
were  no  Japanese  sailing  vessels  entered  at  any  port  of  Formosa  in 
1907,  and  only  one  smaH  one  of  10  tons  in  1908,  the  Japanese  sailing 
vessels  having  been  replaced  by  subsidized  steamers. 

The  banking  facilities  enjoyed  by  Formosa  at  present  are  very 
good,  and  ample  for  the  neecfa  of  business  for  some  time  to  come. 
The  Bank  of  Taiwan  (Limited)  is  the  largest,  and  is  prepared  to 
finance  large  enterprises.  It  is  a  quasi  government  institution.  The 
Thirty-fourth  Bank  of  Japan  has  a  branch  here,  and  is  also  the 
representative  of  the  International  Banking  Corporation  of  New 
York.  The  Hongkong  and  Shanghai  Banlang  Corporation  has  a 
manager  here  in  Daitotei  during  the  tea  season.  It  is  also  represented 
in  the  island  bv  S.  Samuel  &  Co. 

All  the  tradesmen,  dealers,  and  merchants  of  Formosa,  with  the 
exception  of  the  tea  exporters  and  the  shipping  firms,  are  either 
Japanese  or  Chinese  natives.  They  receive  their  goods  at  present 
through  importers  in  Kobe  or  Yokonama,  Japan,  or  from  Hongkong. 
The  tobacco,  salt,  camphor,  and  opium  monopolies,  the  telegraph, 
telephone,  posts,  and  railways  are  all  owned  and  operated  by  the 
Formosan  government,  and  opportunities  in  these  industries  are  not 
open  to  private  enterprise. 

KOBE. 

By  Consul  John  H.  Snodgrass. 

In  1908  the  foreign  trade  of  Japan  fell  oflF  about  $56,000,000. 
Only  once  before  during  the  last  twenty  j;ears  has  the  aggregate 
Japanese  foreign  trade  shown  a  falling  off  in  comparison  with  the 
year  previous,  that  being  in  1899,  when  the  declme  amoimted  to 
$8,000,000  and  was  due,  according  to  Japanese  authority,  to  the 
heavy  increase  of  the  previous  year  in  order  to  escape  the  new  tariff 
that  came  into  effect  with  the  revision  of  treaties.  The  entire  Japa- 
nese foreign  trade  for  1908  was  valued  at  about  $405,000,000,  against 
$461,000,000  in  1907. 

However,  the  trade  of  Kobe  does  not  show  up  very  badly  in  com- 
parison with  that  for  the  Japanese  Empire,  the  total  trade  for  last 
year  being  $26,444,875  less  than  in  1907.  Of  the  many  articles  ex- 
ported from  this  port,  only  rice  showed  an  increase  over  the  previous 
year,  and  that  increase  is  insignificant,  amounting  to  only  $231,000. 
In  copper  and  in  cotton  yam  exported  from  Kobe  there  was  a  de- 
crease of  nearly  $2,000,000  and  in  the  exports  of  camphor  and  porce- 
lain there  was  a  falling  off  of  about  $1,500,000  eacn.  Among  the 
greatest  sufferers  are  included  the  tea  traders,  the  exports  showing 
a  decrease  of  nearly  $500,000,  while  the  straw  and  chip  braid  exports 
declined  $420,000.  Though  there  were  many  complamts  throughout 
Kobe  from  match  and  matting  producers,  these  industries  appeared 
to  be  but  slightly  affected.  In  tne  exports  of  steam  vessels  and  supn 
plies  from  this  port  there  was  a  decline  of  $135,000. 

Many  reasons  have  been  given  by  students  of  finance  for  the  great 
decrease  in  business  throughout  the  Empire  for  the  laat  year,  but  it  is 
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generally  believed  that  overproduction  was  the  chief  cause.    Com- 

Bany  promoting,  which  was  taken  up  after  the  close  of  the  war  with 
»ussia,  caused  a  great  increase  of  imports  as  well  as  exports.  Toward 
the  close  of  1907,  however,  trade  turned  in  the  other  direction.  The 
fall  in  the  price  of  silver,  the  dull  state  of  American  and  European 
markets,  and  the  diversion  of  China's  orders  to  other  markets  caused 
the  foreign  trade  of  this  port  to  decline  to  $137,947,828,  which  is 
$26,444,875  lessthan  last  year,  $13,449,901  less  than  the  year  before, 
and  $7,437,930  less  than  the  average  of  the  five  preceding  years. 
Compared  with  last  year,  the  decrease  in  exports  is  $10,713,401;  the 
imports  decreased  $15,731,474.  The  principal  articles  showing  a 
decrease  in  exports  were  cotton  yams,  camphor,  copper,  porcelain, 
and  earthenware;  in  imports  the  decreases  were  principally  m  ginned 
cotton,  rice,  iron,  and  steel.  The  exports  by  months  were  less  than 
those  of  corresponding  months  of  the  previous  year. 

DECREASE   IN   IMPORTS. 

The  imports  increased  in  the  first  two  or  three  months,  but  from 
April  a  serious  decrease  took  place,  which  continued  until  the  end  of 
the  year.  In  the  imports  of  mamifactured  articles  there  was  an 
increase  of  $645,000,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  a  decrease  of 
$11,260,000  in  raw  materials,  $3,690,000  in  manufactured  materials, 
and  $1,940,000  in  food  supplies.  The  imports  in  1907  and  1908, 
respectively,  at  the  port  of  Kobe  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Beans: 

8oy» 

Other 

Btoyoles  and  parts 

Chemicals,    drags*    and 
laedldnes: 
Ammonia  sulphate. . . 

Potash,  chlorate 

Soda- 
Ash 

Caustic 

Cotton,  and  manulacturas 
of: 
Raw— 

Ginned... 

Flannel 

Prints 

Satins 

Shlrtlng- 

Oray 

White 

Umbiellaclotii 

Yams 

Pii»,  hemp,  a[nd  jute 

Flour,  wheat 

Glass 

Hides 

Iron  and  steel,  manufae- 
tuns  of: 

Bars  and  rods 

Machinery— 

LooomotlTes,  etc. 
Other 

Nalla 

Pigs  and  ingots 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Plates  and  sheets 

Ralls 

T,  angle,  etc .' — 


1907. 

1908. 

$1,667,925 

$1,609,244 

204,547 

169,140 

622,799 

571,990 

2,462,011 

2,822,068 

642,703 

403,094 

206,431 

260,905 

246,374 

184,350 

40,416,243 

29,253,764 

763,523 

737,336 

218,367 

68,385 

1,036.041 

544,151 

644,525 

1,001,474 

1,805,511 

1,940,163 

302,049 

375,414 

605,401 

496,348 

285,868 

336,969 

201,641 

289,650 

534,361 

257,092 

963,666 

410,365 

510,577 

202,624 

361,673 

221,861 

1,922,225 

1,617,183  ' 

374,399 

353,374 

5,439,917 

7,519,657 

783,406 

661,324 

1,204,045 

051,420 

693,684 

373,608 

2,720,340 

1,807,949 

620,898 

428,192 

991,552 

415,536 

Articles. 


Leather , 

Metals,  and  mantifnctures 
of: 

Lead  pigs  and  ingots . . 

Tin  pigs  and  ingots . . . 

Zinc— 

Pigs  and  ingots. . 

Sheets 

Milk,  condensed 

oilcake 

Oil,  kerosene 

Paints,    pigments,    and 
dyes: 

Aniline  dyes 

Indigo,  dry 

Paper 

Phosphate  rock 

Phosphorus 

Pulp 

Rice 

Seeds,  cotton 

Sugar 

Wax.  paraffin 

Wool,  and  manufBCtures 
of: 

Raw 

Cloths  and  serges 

Cloths    and    cotton 
mixtures 

Moussellne  de  laine. . . 

Yarn 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Reimports 

Grand  total 


1907. 


aa077— c  R  1908— VOL  2 38 


$606,804 


203,547 
419,658 

126,155 

645,775 

525,344 

3,365,198 

2,174,221 


780,215 

1,866,360 

1,375,205 

948,772 

231,422 

460,411 

4,726,571 

220,275 

393,038 

494,118 


1,001,445 
955,219 

1,040,439 

720,171 

762,287 

17,633,147 


111,027,499 
244,408 


111,271,907 


1908. 


$579,725 


225,246 
317,842 

130,264 

483,803 

588,673 

3,944,982 

2,464,578 


640,688 

1,571,818 

1,141,568 

897.104 

176,977 

588,728 

2,700,303 

110,087 

993,828 

515,044 


1,630,779 
454,719 

746,469 

1,032,165 

940,041 

16,281,403 


96,397,778 
142,655 


95,640,483 
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There  was  an  increase  in  imports  of  machinery  of  about  $2,055,000, 
kerosene  oil  $280,000,  cotton  satins  $350,000,  and  mousseline 
$305,000,  while  there  was  a  decrease  in  woolen  cloths  of  $800,000,  cot- 
ton prints  $495,000,  paper  $360,000,  and  dass  $220,000.  There  was 
a  decrease  of  $550,000  in  imports  of  flour,  out  an  increase  of  $595,000 
in  those  of  sugar.  Ginned  cotton  decreased  from  $40,416,243  in  1907 
to  $29,253,764  in  1908,  thus  accounting  for  the  larger  part  of  the 
total  decrease  in  imports.  Rice  imports  fell  off  some  $2,000,000,  and 
there  were  no  items  showing  increases  sufficient  to  offset  these  heavy 
losses. 

REVIEW   OF   EXPORTS. 

The  material  decreases  in  exports  were  chiefly  in  cotton  yams, 
copper,  camphor,  straw  braid,  and  vegetable  wax,  while  an  increase 
was  shown  in  rape-seed  oil  ana  fish  oil.  Cotton  yarn  decreased  about 
$2,325,000,  copper  $2,030,000,  camphor  $1,480,000,  straw  braid 
$405,000,  and  vegetable  wax  $55,000.  The  fall  in  the  price  of  silver, 
the  aiversion  of  orders  in  North  China,  and  the  bad  crops  in  the  Choko 
district  in  North  China  are  considered  additional  causes  for  the 
decrease  in  the  exports  of  the  Japanese  Empire,  while  the  reduction  in 
the  demand  for  camphor  is  due  to  the  discovery  of  the  synthetic 
processes  of  manufacture  so  successfully  operatea  in  Grermany. 

In  spite  of  the  increase  of  approximatelv  $110,000  in  isinglass  and 
$230,000  in  rice  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  exports  of  fooa  supplies 
caused  by  a  falling  off  of  $325,000  in  tea,  $175,000  in  dried  cuttle, 
and  $55,000  in  dried  mushrooms.  The  general  decrease  in  exports 
of  manufactured  articles  was  chiefly  in  porcelain  to  the  amount  of 
$140,000,  steam  vessels  $590,000,  towels  $260,000,  cotton  cloth 
$160,000,  furs  $180,000,  fans  $150,000^  and  underwear  and  shirts 
$140,000.  The  lack  of  demand  in  America  caused  the  decrease  in  the 
exports  of  porcelain,  while  the  lack  of  orders  from  abroad  caused  a 
temporary  paralysis  in  the  construction  of  steam  vessels.  There  was 
an  mcrease  of  $350,000  in  the  demand  for  sulphate  of  ammonia, 
brought  about  by  increased  farming  activity. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exports  for  1907  and  1908,  respec- 
tively, by  articles: 


Articles. 


Bamboo: 

Poles 

Manuf&otures  of 

Beer 

Boards  for  tea  boxes 

Braids,  straw  and  chip 

Brushes 

Buttons 

Carpets 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  med- 
icines: 

Camphor 

Camphor  oil 

Menthol  crystals 

Peppermint  oU 

cigarettes 

Clocks 

Cotton,  manuDaotures  of: 

Flannels 

Shirting  and  sheeting. 

Tea  cloths 

Towels 

Underwear 

Yams 

Ysrowa8t« 


1907. 


1908. 


$187,988 

$175,306 

318,292 

207,090 

21,088 

9,568 

132,193 

182,018 

2,193,115 

1,792,496 

653,581 

481,045 

267,566 

247,593 

247,291 

155,446 

2,508,375 

1,031,705 

183,153 

106,474 

74,200 

24,202 

82,624 

98,063 

281,049 

146,215 

153,195 

75,117 

288.114 

143,879 

185.007 

78,559 

10,325 

26,589 

645.508 

387,563 

1,503.697 

1,369,077 

7,773,600 

5,478,003 

131,565 

61,875 

Articles. 


1907. 


Fans 

Fish: 

entitle 

Shrimps 

Glass 

Isinglass 

Lacquered  ware 

Lamps,  and  parts  of 

Leather 

Matches 

Matting 

Metals,  and  mannftiotures 
of: 

Anfimony 

Bronse 

Copper 

Mineral  water 

Mushrooms 

Oils,  fish 

Palm  leaves 

Paper: 

Kenshi 

Other 

Porcelain  and  earthenware, 
nice 
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$448,335 

517,120 
177,833 
325,585 
363,310 
192,765 
185,628 
62,480 
8,617,189 
2,768,147 


80,480 
92,211 
7,878,320 
111,617 
364,660 
619,797 
20,266 

96,700 

66,329 

2,536,303 


1908. 


■8' 


$300,253 

332,446 

110,628 

271,418 

479.678 

87,971 

139.322 

07,278 

8,467,615 

2,772,068 


19,437 

66,663 

6,875,941 

103,901 

206,104 

664,128 

21,031 

46,246 

66,434 

1,146,071 

%«82,769 
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Articles. 


Sake. 

Screens 

Seaweed 

Silk  waste,  kibiso... 
Socks  and  stockings 

Stuar,  refined 

Snlphur 

Tea 

Toys 


1907. 


$494,700 
170,004 
140,563 
334,785 
117,050 
36,815 
118,033 

1,386,495 
314,286 


1906. 


S451,008 
112,025 
116,536 
120,215 
113,751 
171,034 
34,873 
1,074,120 
214,264 


Artkiles. 


Umbrellas,  European. 

Wax,  vegetable 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Reexports 

Grand  total 


1007. 


1301.543 

617,073 

0,307,730 


52.403,536 
627,270 


53,120,706 


1906. 


1245,660 

464,610 

8,771,574 


41,076,570 
430,816 


42,407,305 


IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS  BY  COUNTRIES. 


The  United  States,  including  Hawaii,  took  the  laiger  part  of  the 
exports,  with  China  ranking  second.  The  United  Kingdom  led  in 
the  matter  of  imports  into  Kobe,  its  imnorts  exceeding  those  from 
the  United  States,  the  nearest  competitor,  by  almost  $9,000,000.  The 
following  comparative  statement  gives  tne  imports  into  and  exports 
from  Kobe,  by  countries,  during  1907  and  1908, respectively: 


Country. 


United  States 

Australia 

Austria-Hungary. . 


Briosh  America 

British  India 

British  Straits  Settlements. 

Chile 

China 

Denmark 

Dutch  India , 

Egypt 

Ftanoe 

French  Indo<:hlna 

Oermany 

Hawaii 

Hongkong 

Italy 

Korea , 

Kwangtung  Province 

Mejdoo.iTr. 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Peru 

Philippine  Islands 

Portu^ 

Rmsia 

Russia,  Asiatic 

Siam 

Spain 

Sweden 

Swltserland 

Turkey 

United  Kingdom 

All  other  countries 


Total 111,271,907 


Imports. 


1007. 


$20,028,660 

700,914 

479,355 

8,006,406 

126,496 

24,380,228 

1,154,586 

160,736 

11,934,605 

54,478 

1,273,806 

940,548 

1,240,560 

2,024,017 

11,166,860 

2,371 

82,824 

217,404 

1,500,004 

1,300,640 

469 

340,328 

175,320 

154,732 

146,100 

8,130 

5,182 

453,608 

1,008,687 

44,012 

475, 162 

713,007 

766 

25,461,747 

400,061 


1006. 


116,602,383 

662,263 

444,868 

1,306,207 

144,801 

14,060,407 

1,066,822 

86,106 

10,651,428 

47,085 

2,000,788 

1,123,007 

1,520,830 

1,006,278 

10,701,572 

2,035 

134,610 

221,005 

010,474 

1,020,203 


240,132 

128,664 

550 

82,755 

5,570 

24,427 

27,454 

1,028,484 

73,510 

413,270 

638,481 

10 

25,266,335 

087,312 


05,540,433 


Exports. 


1007. 


110,328,810 

012,081 

336,071 

464,826 

741,500 

3,012,455 

1,148,342 

4,862 

14,303,518 

30,021 

610,660 

82,077 

1,828,706 

46,713 

3,405,006 

1,227,858 

7,340,366 

723,632 

536,827 

718,825 

4,311 

85,068 

841 

22,652 

586,200 

3,703 

22,536 

112,266 

53,782 

40,382 

1,183 

2,402 

10,400 

4,254,333 

04,673 


53,120,796 


1006. 


$8,612,060 

867,536 

272,452 

406,760 

520,843 

3,236.810 

050,477 

2,061 

0,544,135 

26,481 

585,006 

150,270 

1,046,600 

87,761 

2,055,352 

1,005,571 

6,176,650 

462,500 

500,406 

817,162 

650 

82,454 

820 

6,114 

834,866 

3,301 

10,581 

37,050 

048,507 

62,767 

828 

3,321 

6,624 

3,700,431 

162,262 


42,407,305 


TBADB   WITH  THE   UNITED  STATES. 


While  there  was  a  decrease  of  $3,334,277  in  imports  from  the 
United  States  at  the  port  of  Kob^,  it  was  due  principally  to  the  state 
of  the  cotton  trade.  There  are  quite  a  number  of  articles  which 
found  favor  among  the  Japanese  during  the  year,  among  these  being 
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condensed  milk,  salted  fish,  hats,  caps  and  bonnets,  ginseng,  plas- 
ters, chlorate  of  potash,  carbon  blacks,  electric  machinery,  hTOraulic 
presses,  ice-makmg,  paper-making,  printing,  pumping,  and  8a¥dng 
inachinery,  steam  en^es,  turning  lathes,  telephones,  fibsh  pJates, 
pipes  ana  tubes,  steel  Tails,  tin  plates,  door  locks,  hinges,  agricul- 
tural implements,  material  for  bridge  construction,  wrenches,  kero- 
sene oil,  asbestos,  cardboard,  printing  paper,  clocks,  gas  meters, 
water  meters,  hog  bristles,  bicycles  and  tncycUs,  tram  cars,  pulp  for 
paper  manufacture,  washing  soaps,  phosphate  of  lime,  tan  bark,  and 
toilet  and  perfume  waters. 

Among  those  showing  a  decrease  were  wines^  shoes  and  boots, 
resin,  nitrate  of  soda,  platinum  Uquids,  inks,  wheat,  gas  engines, 
lifting  machinery,  sewing  machines,  lead  pipes  and  tubes,  electric 
wires,  iron  nails,  soaps,  tallow  and  linseed  oil,  lubricating  oil,  paraf- 
fin wax,  turpentine,  phonographs,  watch  cases,  locomotives,  dec- 
trie  cars,  railway  cars,  lumber,  food  supplies,  guano,  and  india  rubber. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  imports,  by  articles,  from  the 
United  States  in  1907  and  1908,  respectively: 


ArtlclM. 


Asbestos  mantles 

Bones 

Breadstoffls: 

Flour 

When* 

Other 

Caoutchouc  and  gutta-per- 
cha, and  maaufBctures 

of 

Cars,  carriages,  etc.,  and 
partst 

Bicycles  and  tricycles. . 

Car  parts,  etoctric 

Cars,  tram 

Other 

Chemicals.drugB.and  med- 
icines: 

Plasters 

Potash 

Soda  nitrate 

Other 

Clocks,  watches,  and  parts . 
Cotton,  and  manuCactures 
oT: 

Raw,  ginned 

Other 

Emery  cloth,  etc 

FerttUKors: 

Fish  guano 

Manures 

Superpho^hate       of 

Fish,  salted  and  in  tins 

Hair  and  bristles 

Hides  and  skins 

Inks: 

Lithographing 

Other 

Instruments: 

Surgical 

Other 

Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of: 

Bars  and  rods 

Blooms,  pigs,  etc 

Boilers,  steam 

Bridge  construction, 
etc 


Oa8,etc 

steam 

Turbine 

Fishplates 

Galvanised  sheets. 


1907. 


S.5,440 
40,534 

915.123 

999,403 

498 


42,391 


50,893 
161,667 


12,709 


8,667 


56,000 
16.764 
26,277 


10,581,240 
5,334 
9,465 

48,230 
4,854 


14.752 
13,133 

12,204 
6,816 

32,871 
4,929 


11,874 

3,840 

22,660 

63,864 

14,082 
110,966 
75,855 
7,154 
79,610 


1908. 


125.286 
22,160 

382.251 

477,910 

553 


16,646 


34.555 

143.401 

48.904 

6,387 


12,177 
10,833 
7,649 
27,600 
37,254 


8,463,826 

483 

10,233 

25.456 
25,823 

13,500 
48,725 
23,118 
7,579 

5,872 
4,352 

9,828 
8,232 


29,650 
88,142 
16,030 

856,038 

6,102 
123,946 
22,012 
28,096 
210,924 


Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of —Continued. 


Hy. 


motors  and 


Machinery— 

Drilling  and  bor- 


Ek 


Btrlc: 
Dynamos  and 

motors 

Other 

Ice-making 

Lifting 

Locomotives,  etc.. 

Milling 

Paper-making 

Printing 

Pumping 

Sawing 

Sewing 

Other 

Meters— 

Gas 

Water 

Nails,  rlTets,  etc 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Plates  and  sheets 

Rails 

stoves 

Telephones 

Tinned     plates     and 

sheets 

Tools  and  Implements. 

Turning  lathes 

Wire- 
Electric 

Galvanised 

Other 

Leather: 

Dyed  or  colored 

Sheep  and  goat 

Sole......* 

Other 

Metals,  and  mamiiactares 
ot: 
Lead- 
Pigs,  etc 

Plates,  etc 

TlnfoU 

Other 

Oils: 

Illuminatliig: 

Kerosene 


1907. 


110,968 
2,457 

88,806 


73, 7W 

138,4  ; 

21.563 

35.874 

222,047 

48,330 

27,478 

1,054 

2,001 

11,737 

112,103 

348,129 


1906. 


6,702 
276,336 
209,836 
66,205 
113,873 
11,166 
260 


41,005 
32,382 

20,576 
46,1417 
40,801 

12,602 
15,002 
180,416 
12,731 


108,603 
6,562 


62,616 

3,883 
1,470,278 


112,161 
22,^7 

40,06t 


00,148 

178,976 

a6»473 

U,278 

181,6aB 

10,78 

62,788 

23,746 

51,148 

19,808 

68,008 

367,086 

68.407 

34,664 
154,988 
180,654 

27,914 

243,241 

6.346 

23,208 

16,916 
68,467 
36.928 

26.654 
32,523 
2S,148 

2,819 

2.133 

155,943 

16,967 


5^197 

6,335 

12,061 

45,664 

24,210 
1,706,268 
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Articles. 


Oils— Continued. 

Linseed 

Labrictttliig 

Mineral  colza 

TorpentlDe 

Other 

Ores  and  ndnerab 

Packing  for  engines 

Paints,  plgments,and  dyes: 

Carbon  blacks 

Gold, silver,  and  platl- 
nmn 

Other 

Paper,  and  manuCactures 

Oardboard. 

Printing 

Other 

Pencils 

Provisions: 

Milk,  condensed 

Other  comestibles 


1907. 

126,946 
167,446 
7,819 
12,665 
2,699 
9,105 
17,096 

1908. 

$4,057 
20.678 
20,384 
10,714 
16,138 
12,002 
7,376 

6,488 

16,341 

30.866 
3,374 

12,048 
10,702 

8.383 
18,472 
14,880 
10,068 

82,656 
61,466 
17,064 
34,247 

322,627 
27,787 

339,760 
27,201 

II 

Articles. 


Resin 

Soaps 

Taliow,lardand  animal  tuts; 

Beef 

Other 

Tan  bark 

Tarred  felt 

Tissues,  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Tobacco 

Wax,  paraffin 

Wood ,  and  manufoctures  of: 

Oregon  pine,  flr,  and 
ceoar 

Wood  pulp 

Other 

All  other  articles 


Total •20,028,660 


1907. 


1106,210 
12,467 

36,170 
4,112 
10,024 
32,464 

16,010 

62,460 

876,877 


211,086 

12,236 

4,161 

608,174 


1908. 


486,267 
16,010 

26,281 
10,804 
18,261 
41,446 

13,063 
20,364 
368,071 


127,444 

43,336 

3,871 

631,782 


16.602,883 


a  This  total  is  1818,432  in  excess  of  the  figures  given  for  1007  in  the  report  from  this  same  district  last  year. 

There  was  a  decrease  of  about  $63^000  in  the  amount  of  imports 
from  the  Philippine  Islands.  Flax,  hemp,  jute,  etc.,  dropped  from 
$106,380  in  1907  to  $61,715  m  1908;  sugar  from  $24,205  to  $8,402, 
and  other  articles  from  $15,605  to  $12,638.  The  imports  from 
Hawaii  amounted  to  only  $2,035. 

DECLARED   EXPORTS   TO   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

Straw  matting  continues  to  be  the  chief  item  of  export  from  the 
port  of  Kobe  to  the  United  States,  although  there  was  a  decline  of 
nearly  $300,000  in  shipments  during  1908.  Tea  gained  $230,000, 
earthenware  and  porcelain  fell  off  $500,000,  while  shipments  of 
metals  increased  largely.  The  declared  value  of  exports,  by  arti- 
cles, for  1907  and  1908,  respectively,  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


1907. 


Bamboo,    and    manufac- 
tures of: 

ManulEUStafss 

Poles 

Braids,  straw 

Brushes 

Camphor  and  camphor  oil . 

Carpets  and  rugs 

Cotton,  and  manufactures 
of. 

Curios 

Earthenware  and   poroe- 


Fans 

Fruits  and  nuts: 

Oranges,  fresh. 

Peanuts 

Gut  string 


Mamng,  straw 

Metals,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Antimony 

Other  metals 

Metal  ware 


1106,421 
72,200 
313,070 
406,447 
125,483 
28,276 

82,820 
238,626 

1,275,375 
100,228 

14,076 
175,400 
23,816 
21,388 
2,667,405 


406,804 
35,650 


1008. 


$152,682 
66,057 
442,043 
447,287 
104,053 
46,243 

04,013 
22,733 

723,106 
75,831 


50,119 

27,807 

24,302 

2,375,735 


14,115 

1,162,473 

68,986 


Articles. 


Mineral  water 

Paper,  and  manufactures 

Other 
Peppermint  crystal  and  oh. 

Personal  effects,  etc 

Rice 

Sake 

Screens 

Silk  goods 

Sulphur 

Tea , 

Toys 

Vegetables  and  provisions: 

ChlUies 

Pickles,   sauces,   and 
spices , 

Other  comestibles 

Wax,  vegetable 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1907. 


17,458 


11,422 

138,680 

12,605 

16,312 

867,567 

208,485 

13,602 

40,183 

40,241 

1,430,704 

117,337 

27,804 

2,605 
410,436 
126,004 
180,044 


0,875,852 


1006. 


tlO,207 


6,346 

68,421 

2,367 

16,800 

050,882 

220,646 

12,046 

-45,530 

16,254 

1,664,300 

01,110 

22,403 

6,451 
827,262 
110,562 
130,361 


0,708,521 
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The  exports  from  Kobe  to  Hawaii  included  in  the  preceding  table 
amountea  to  $1,095,570,  the  chief  items  being:  Bamboo  and  wooden 
ware,  $16,373;  cotton  and  cotton  goods,  $39,081;  rice,$664,232; 
sake,  $125,710;  and  vegetables  and  provisions,  $174,652.    ' 

Trade  with  the  Philippines,  while  showing  a  marked  falling  off  in 
imports,  increased  by  $230,000  in  exports  from  Kobe,  cotton  and 
cotton  goods  formii^  the  largest  single  item,  with  vegetables  and 

Provisions  second.     The  chief  articles  exported  from  Kobe  to  the 
hilippine  Islands  are  shown  in  the  followmg  table: 


Articles. 


Bamboo  and  wooden  ware. . . 

Braids,  straw  and  chip 

Brushes 

Camphor  and  camphor  oil 

Cotton,  and  manufactures  of. . . 

Curios 

Earthenware  and  porcelain... 

Fans 

Isinidass 

Leather  and  leather  ware 

Matches 

Matting,  straw 

Metals,  and  manufactures  of: 

Metals 

Metal  ware 


1907. 


$23,583 
18,747 
1,387 
2,605 

311,467 
4,266 
4,429 


2,041 
12,007 
14,357 

1,661 

1,948 
19,252 


1908. 


$16,617 

24,530 

1,801 

1,142 

498,748 

2,505 

5,465 

11,001 

942 

17,076 

10,614 

1,741 


8,560 


Articles. 


M  ineral  water 

Paper,  and  manufiu;tures  of: 

Copying 

Other 

Bake 

Silkffoods 

Sulphur 

Tea 

Toys 

Vegetables  and  provisions. . . 

Wax,  vegetable 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1907. 


$29,500 

3,250 

4,080 

1,144 

17,210 

1,505 

1,401 

2,558 

79,510 

11,067 

35,050 


603,925 


I 


1908. 


$32,531 

472 

9,486 

66 

8,356 

4,378 

380 

5,167 

103,512 

12,402 

67,265 


884,866 


TRADE    WITH   THE    UNITED    KINGDOM. 

The  total  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  amounted  to  $28,976,766, 
a  loss  from  the  previous  year  of  $740,314,  $195,412  of  this  loss  being 
in  imports  and  $544,902  exports.  The  chief  articles  imported  into 
Kobe  from  the  United  Kingdom  during  1907  and  1908,  respectively, 
are  shown  in  the  following  comparative  table: 


Articles. 


Cars,  carriages,  etc.: 

Bicycles  and  tricycles. 

Cars,  railway 

Chemical8,drugs,  and  medi 
does: 
Ammonia  sulphate . . . 
Potash,  chlorate  of... . 
Soda- 
Ash 

Bicarbonate 

Caustic 

Cotton,  manufectures  of: 

Flannels 

Prints 

Satins  and  Italians 

Shirting  and  sheeting— 

Gray 

White 

Thread 

Umbrella  cloth 

Velvets  and  plushes. 

Victoria  lawns 

Yams 

other  tissues 

Dynamite 

Eiastio  canvas 

Fish  guano 

Han<&erohieb 

Hats,  caps,  and  bonnets. 


1907. 

1908.   1 
S523,258 

$534,660 

81,168 

26,796  ; 

2,426,821 

2,708.277 

226,949 

214,411 

205.592 

269.890 

70,124 

61,972 

245,932 

169,491  1 

86,600 

27,975 

961.166 

603,946  ; 

618,729 

962,181 

1,802,978 

1,940,163 

293.978 

370,079 

92,050 

118.998 

566,659 

441,454 

168,216 

233.757 

63,848 

47,723 

113,897 

293,242 

190,666 

133,228 

73,466 

86,687 

30,884 

63,642 

279,061 

180.763 

35,394 

64,804 

113,706 

170,408  1 

Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  manufiao- 
tures  of — 
Anchors  and  chains. . . 
Bars  and  rods: 

Iron 

Steel , 

Galvanized  sheets 

Machinery— 

Boilers    and    eo- 
glnes 

Drilling  and  bor- 
ing  

Electric 

LifUng 

Sawing 

Spinning,  cotton... 

weaving,  cotton... 

Pens 

Pigs  and  ingots 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Plates  and  sheets 

Ralls 

Rivets 

Screws,  bolts,  etc 

Structural 

T,  angle,  etc 

Tinned  plates  or  sheets. 
Tools  and  implements. 
Turning  lathes 


1907. 


«»,876 

247,282 
200,313 
672,070 


406,370 

166,423 

84,500 

226,852 

30,302 

1,067,663 

113,661 

36,801 

068,667 

392,132 

1,280.668 

86,016 

60,607 

33,180 

163,607 

672,633 

380,762 

40,128 

178,382 


1008. 


$44,007 

148,843 
140,371 
766,517 


638,010 

159,346 

28,003 

100,073 

27,496 

2.066.606 

405.500 

30.844 

006,210 

15^.737 

671,146 

63.048 

34,466 

32.508 

108,681 

316,081 

06,815 

36,808 

Ui,16« 
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Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

$59,612 
94,127 

109,385 
30,200 
372,442 
102,090 
185,631 
106, 137 
102,525 
93,225 
26,849 
73,087 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Leather,  roller 

$62,283 
92,939 

59,423 
74,253 
134,709 
94,644 
172,317 
126,973 
100,795 
61,113 
96,634 
87,658 

Wool,  and  manuflBCtures 
of: 
Raw 

$271,519 
33,705 
38,870 
819,413 
49,143 
67,523 

328,876 

41,600 

6,813,537 

LlDen  yams 

Metals,  and  manufactures 

$886,555 

of: 

Alpacas 

31,458 

CappCT     pipes     and 

Cashmeres 

68,336 
936,934 

Cloths  and  serges 

Flannels 

Lead  plates,  etc 

Nickel  blocks,  etc 

30,791 

Italians 

128,322 

ZIiic  sheets 

Mixed  tissues,  cotton 
and  wool 

MOk,  condensed 

122,939 

50,649 

6,251,826 

Paints,  pigments,  and  dyes. 
Paper,  printing 

Moussellne  de  lalne 

All  other  articles 

Velvets  and  plushes 

Vessels,  steam 

Total 

26,461,747 

25,366,335 

Wbe,  electric 

Although  the  exports  to  British  India  remained  about  stationary, 
the  imports  from  that  country  declined  over  $9,000^000,  there  being 
a  loss  of  more  than  $7,000,000  in  the  amotmt  of  gmned  cotton  im- 
ported, as  is  shown  in  the  lollowing  table: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

i 

ArUcles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Cotton: 

Ginned 

$21,583,840 
116,150 
213,140 
26,505 

284,286 

$14,018,184 
202,431 
116,033 
26,668 

100,710 

Leather,  sheep  or  goat 

Rice  and  paddy 

$64,484 

1,652,162 

439,661 

$149,398 
319,360 

Unglnned 

All  other  articles 

27,623 

FertUiters 

Total 

Gupny  bags.  ^ 

24,380,228 

14,960.407 

Hemp',  ju!e,  and  manila 
hemb 

TRADE  WTTH  CHINA. 

With  a  decrease  of  $1,283,177  in  imports  from  and  a  loss  of 
$4,759,383  in  exports  to  China,  there  was  a  total  decline  in  trade 
between  that  country  and  the  port  of  Kobe  of  $6,042,560.  While 
there  were  substantial  gains  in  imports  of  sova  beans  and  bean  oil 
cake  and  raw  silk,  these  could  not  offset  the  loss  of  more  than 
$1,700,000  in  ginned  cotton  and  a  general  decrease  in  all  the  principal 
items  of  commerce  between  the  two  countries.  A  simmiary  of  the 
imports  from  China  is  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

ArUcles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Beans: 

Soya 

$263,846 

103,024 

6,814,261 

201,640 

46,613 

97,608 
104,613 
46,425 

1,796,288 
290,170 
361,656 

9674,606 

73,854 

6,061,012 

689,649 

66,953 

88,818 
63,243 
46,307 

3,898,791 
847,144 
264,193 

Seeds: 

Cotton 

Rape 

$220,096 
99,817 
57,069 

78,182 

93,706 

31,152 

304,404 

927,122 

$110,080 

OtSr. 

48,606 

Cotton,  raw,  ginned 

Eggs,  fresh 

Sesame  

97,411 

Silk: 

Cocoons 

Funmg  gut 

47,608 

Hemp," Jute,  and  manila 
hemp... 

Raw 

197,744 
81,650 

Vennilion 

nid^^f^i|kin#...   

Wool 

83,013 

All  other  articles 

866,643 

ou«l£^^ 

Peftn 

Total 

11,934,606 
1,309,640 

10,651,428 

Cotton-seed 

Kwangtung  Province 

Grand  total 

1,920,293 

Rane-seed 

13,244,245 

12,571,721 

In  exports,  vegetable  isinglass,  fish  of  various  kinds,  machinery  and 
parts,  matches  and  match  sticks,  mouthpieces  for  cigarettes,  torinoko 
paper,  and  sake  showed  small  increases,  but  they  could  not  counter- 
Dalancesuch  heavy  losses  as  thedrop  in  copper  from  $1,050,572  in  1907 
to  $132,257  in  1908,  a  loss  of  almost  $2,000,000  in  cotton  yams,  and 
decreased  shipments  of  almost  every  other  article  in  the  list  of  exports. 
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COMMERCIAL  BEIATIONS. 


TRADE  WITH  GERMANY. 

Trade  with  Germany  in  1908  fell  off  $1,815,850,  as  compared  with 
the  total  imports  and  exports  for  that  country  in  1907,  $465,297  of 
this  loss  being  in  imports  and  $1,350,553  in  exports.  Imports  of 
artificial  indigo  reached  a  total  of  $1,557,675,  a  loss  of  $261,758  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year,  and  this  was  the  largest  single 
item  of  trade  between  Kobe  and  Germany.  The  following  table 
shows  the  imports  from  Germany  into  Kobe,  by  articles,  in  1^7  and 
1908,  respectively: 


Articles. 


Belting  ftQd  hose 

Blankets 

Caoutohouo 

CeUuloid 

Chemicals,  drags,  and 
medicines: 

Acids 

Antifebrin 

Potash 

Cotton,  maniiCactures  of: 

Flannels 

Cotton  and  wool  mix- 
tures  

Dynamite 

Fertilisers 

Glue 

Iron  and  steel,  manufiao- 
turesof: 

Bars  and  rods 

Galvanised  wire 

Machinery 

Nails....: 

Pigs,  ingots,  etc 

Plates  and  sheets 

Rails 

T,angle,etc 

Wire  and  small  rods. . , 
Malt 


igo7. 

1 
1908. 

188,280 

$36,735 

69,302 

305,133 

34,782 

51,064 

77,910 

119,304 

88,647 

•  98,961 

44,616 

55,877 

746,202 

45,502 

80,890 

31,416 

76,156 

79,836 

114,628 

37,321 

127,465 

156,271 

30,532 

37,851 

578,183 

962,061 

283,634 

290,561 

32.080 

39,254 

549,863 

548,636 

32,564 

104,336 

155,448 

207.410 

873,002 

118,480 

93,020 

62,773 

149,164 

73,686 

31,117 

27,866 

Articles. 


Metals,  and  maniilBctuTCS 
of: 

Almntnum 

Zinc— 

Blocks,  etc 

Plates  or  sheets 

Oils,  volatile  and  essential. . 
Paints,  pigments,  and  dyes: 

Aniline  dyes 

Gold,  silver,  and  plati- 
num  

Indigo,  artificial 

Paper: 

Fancy 

Match 

Paokbig 

Printing 

Pulp  for  paper 

Wool ,  and  mannftictures  of: 

Raw 

Cloths  and 

Flannels.. 

Mousaelin  de  laine 

Yam 

All  other  articles , 

Total 


1907. 


1200,736 

84,j»l 
467,232 
50,102 

635,206 

47,486 
1,819,433 

83,375 
100,391 
45,193 
80,214 
312,409 

58,979 
111,918 
57,883 
86,964 
176,428 
2,849,066 


11,166,869 


1908. 


146,061 

100,178 
364,110 
80,017 

536,157 

34^838 
1,667,675 

60,730 
62,716 
33,236 
40,856 
453,883 

173,504 
66,403 
44,788 
271,721 
491,825 
2,813,904 


10,701,572 


French  India  supplied  Kobe  with  raw  cotton  to  the  value  of 
$711,440  and  rice  and  paddy  amounting  to  $1,134,404;  Dutch  India 
supplied  raw  cotton  worth  $233,619,  and  Belgium,  iron  and  steel 
manufactures  worth  $572,351.  The  remaining  imports  from  these 
and  other  countries  were  composed  of  a  variety  of  articte  in  lesser 
quantities. 

Kobe's  commercial  stb3sngth. 

Kobe  has  53  limited  joint  stock  comnanies  whose  total  authorized 
capital  is  $15,188,487,  paid-up  capital,  $8,344,542;  reserve  fund. 
$1,247,388;  89  joint  stock  companies,  unlimited,  with  authorized 
capital  of  $1 ,548,150,  paid-up  capital,  $1,220,046,  reservef  und,  $62,326 ; 
and  41  limited  partnerships,  with  authorized  capital  of  $1,236,350, 
paid-up  capital,  $1,213,375,  reserve  fund,  $242,007.  The  combined 
capital  of  the  railroad  companies  of  the  Kobe  consular  district 
amounts  to  $17,230,900,  with  263  miles  of  trackage.  Insurance 
companies  in  the  district  have  a  combined  authorized  capital  of 
$4,283,400;  electric  and  gas  companies,  $18,725,000;  steamship  com- 
panies, $13,725,000;  stocK  exchange,  $5,275,000;  misoellaaeous  com- 
panies, $33,721,000. 
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Shipbuilding  engages  the  larger  part  of  the  laboring  population  of 
the  city  of  Kobe,  the  6  yards  employmg  11, 438  workmen.  Six  match 
factories  employ  2,025  hands,  and  1  spinning  mill  has  3,166  operatives. 
Hie  following  table  shows  the  authorized  capital  of  the  various  cotton- 
spinning  mills  throughout  this  consular  district  and  the  number  of 
^[undles  in  operation. 


Mills. 


Capital. 


gSS:::: 

Wye 

Oloiyania. 


$7,447,988 

3,423,7fi0 

4,780,800 

298,800 

7,028,330 


Spindles. 


Number. 
283,078 
102,000 
215,052 
59,800 
428,118 


Mills. 


Sakal 

Wakayaina. 

Total. 


Capital. 


$298,800 
448,200 


23,726,668 


Spindles. 


Number. 
23,808 
28,872 


1,121,3S 


Of  the  students  enrolled  in  the  schools  of  the  city  of  Kobe,  22,237 
are  pupils  of  the  elementary  schools,  7,644  are  taking  higher  courses, 
381  are  commercial  students,  and  182  are  enrolled  in  the  technical 
school.  The  total  foreign  population  of  the  city  is  3,549j  2,448  males 
and  1,101  females,  of  whom  2,165  are  Chinese,  669  British,  244  Ger- 
man, and  209  American. 

The  deposits  in  the  post-office  savings  banks  in  the  various  pre- 
fectures or  this  consular  district  during  1908  amounted  to  $8,974,900, 
with  withdrawals  amounting  to  $2,208,300.  Regular  banking  trans- 
actions were  as  follows:  Deposits,  $309,609,947;  loans,  $60,561,825; 
bills  discounted,  $234,930,283;  bills  of  collection,  $34,175,825;  drafts 
remitted,  $117,156,898;  drafts  paid  or  collected,  $71,790,262.  Tele- 
phone business  throughout  the  district  totaled  99,171,736  calls  dur- 
ing the  year,  yielding  a  revenue  of  $612,310. 

8UBPOET8    AND   SHIPPING. 

The  2,454  vessels  entering  the  port  of  Kobe  during  1908  had  an 
i^gregate  tonnage  of  5,321,755  tons,  and  of  this  nuii3[>er  1,476  flew 
the  Japanese  ensign,  602  were  British,  140  German,  82  American, 
and  74  French.  There  were  486  vessels  that  entered  the  subports 
of  the  district  exclusive  of  the  port  of  Osaka,  having  a  tonnage  of 
764,999  torn,  as  compared  with  339  vessels  of  413,858  tons  in  1907. 
The  trade  of  six  other  open  ports  of  this  consular  district,  exclusive 
of  Osaka,  for  the  last  two  years  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Port. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1807. 

$4,013,306 

66,092 

443,762 

1,861 

62 

1,443,203 

1908. 

1907. 

1908. 

Yokkaichl 

13,563,871 

363,827 

776,266 

78,664 

606 

1,628,689 

$1,802,427 

32,677 

943,508 

20,062 

3,829 

11,919 

$1,346,338 

852,955 

1,095,752 

58,983 

48,692 

43,064 

Nagoya 

Tsttruga 

TnihTft 

Nim«4> 

Takatoyo 

Total 

6,968,276 

6,411,825 

2,814,502 

4,047,734 
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COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 


The  various  factories  and  mills  of  the  city  of  Yokkaichi,  in  this 
consular  district,  produced  during  1908  cotton  yam  to  the  value  of 
$1,249,647;  cotton  cloth,  $698,404;  cleaned  rice,  $424,684;  Japanese 
wine,  $6,824;  oil  and  oil  cake,  $254,847;  and  tobacco,  $184,706. 
There  are  3,376  pupils  enrolled  in  its  schools;  162  vessels,  witJi  a 
tonnage  of  400,655  tons,  entered  its  harbor.  Its  joint  stock  compa- 
nies and  partnerships  have  a  fixed  capital  of  $6,016,850. 

Kyoto  nas  28  establishments  usin^  steam  power,  and  two  electric 
companies,  the  combined  income  of  the  latter  for  the  year  being 
$272,240.  The  total  deposits  in  its  banks  in  1908  were  $16,836,413; 
42^06  pupils  were  enrolled  in  its  schools. 

The  citv  of  Nagoya  had  178  companies  and  partnerships  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $14,119,575.  Its  476  factories  of  variotis  kinds 
employed  17,076  workmen.  The  deposits  in  the  post-office  savings 
banks  averaged  $1.32  per  resident. 

Work  was  commenced  in  April,  1907,  on  extensive  improvements 
to  the  harbor  of  Kobe,  and  it  is  not  expected  that  they  will  be  entirely 
finished  imtil  1917.  The  extent  of  tne  work  is  as  follows:  Area  of 
reclamation,  66.2  acres;  available  length  of  quay  walls,  8,400  feet; 
length  of  landing  stages,  990  feet;  length  of  sea  wall  as  breakwater, 
2,130  feet;  area  of  sheds,  71,080  square  yards;  length  of  railway,  11 
miles;  length  of  roadway,  18,000  feet;  depth  of  water,  27  to  36  feet 
below  low-water  level.  There  will  also  be  constructed  a  bridge  con- 
necting with  the  shore,  and  59  cranes  will  be  installed  to  facilitate 
loading  and  unloading  of  cargoes.  The  estimated  total  expenditure 
will  be  $8,549,704,  of  which  Kobe  pays  one-fourth. 

OSAKA. 

By  CoNsxTL  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Kobe. 

With  total  imports  amounting  to  $13,435,442  and  exports  to 
$22,974,172,  the  foreign  trade  of  the  port  of  Osaka  oecreased 
$10,636,061  in  comparison  with  1907,  when  the  imports  amounted  to 
$17,146,947  and  the  exports  to  $29,898,718.  Imports  of  ginned  cot- 
ton decreased  $1,344,149,  and  the  $181,347  gain  shown  in  imports  of 
raw  sugar  merely  offset  an  equal  loss  in  rice  and  paddy.  Exports  of 
copper  declined  from  $2,685,806  in  1907  to  $648,610  in  1908 ;  and  while 
cotton  driUs  rose  from  $669,853  to  $1,051,278,  this  was  the  only  sub- 
stantial gain  in  the  list  of  exports. 

The  following  statement  gives  the  imports  into  Osaka,  by  articles, 
during  1907  and  1908: 


Articles. 


Beans 

Bicycles  and  parts 

Bones 

Braids,  straw 

Cotton,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Olnned 

Unslnned 

Satms  and  Italians 

Shirting  and  sheeting . 

Velvets  and  plushes. . 
Earthenware,     poroelaln, 

glass,  etc 

Hemp  and  Chinese 


1907. 


$5M,376 
65,280 
78,645 
49,770 


4,300,643 
34,177 
60,619 
67,047 
37,180 

66,a05 
436,994 


1908. 


S672,604 
144,262 
46,948 
32,032 


2,965,494 
33,571 
27,474 
10,864 
10,876 

94,347 
283,868 


Articles. 


Hides  and  sldns 

Iron  and  steel,  manufeo- 
turesof: 

Bars,  rods,  and  plates., 

Maohlnerr 

Pigs  and  ingots 

Lacquer 

Metals,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Antlmonv 

Copper  pic^,  etc 

OUcake 

Paper 

Rice  and  paddy 


1907. 


1468,638 


46,203 
112,006 

67,668 
116,043 


27,646 
27,814 
161,089 
262,477 
2,801,286 


1906. 


$281,660 


20,126 
86,338 
319,250 
216,864 


28,805 
83,001 
17,  W7 
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ArtldoB. 

1907. 

1908. 

Artldes. 

1907. 

1906. 

Seeds,  ootton. 

197,349 

37,189 
28,809 
665,976 

1,619,530 
418,767 

66,772 
133,891 

73,435 

142,832 

126,199 

3.809 

244,263 

1,800,877 

.    636,998 

91,671 

81,233 

26,633 

Wool,  and  manufactures  of: 
Raw 

1867,950 

67,167 

81,299 

3,041,380 

flflkjjnMinfftc^irw  of: 

$22,491 

tJmbrella  cloth 

Velvets  and  plushes. . . 
Yarn,  tussah 

Cloths  and  serges 

Yam 

46,938 
14,896 

All  other  articles 

2,190,240 

Sagar: 

Raw 

Total 

16,934,610 
212,337 

13,307,000 

RefliiAd 

Relmfwrts 

128,442 

Vessels  steam 

Grand  total 

Wax,  vesetable 

17,146,967 

13,436,442 

wooi..:^.. .:::::::::... 

EXPORTS    BY   ARTICLES. 


The  heavy  drop  in  exports  of  copper,  a  fallmg  oflF  of  more  than 
$1,000,000  in  yam  shipments,  and  declines  of  25  to  50  per  cent  in 
many  other  items,  caused  a  total  decrease  of  $6,924,546  in  exports 
from  Osaka,  as  is  shown  in  the  following  comparative  table: 


Articles. 


Bags,  sacks,  etc 

Beer 

Brushes 

Buttons 

Cigarettes 

Clocks 

Clothln« 

Comestibles  in  cans  and 

bottles, 

Copper 

Cords  and  braids 

Cotton,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Gassed 

Blankets 

Drills 

Flannels 

Shirting  and  sheeting— 

Gray 

Twilled 

Tea  cloths 

Tissues,  white 

Towels 

Underwear 

Wadding 

Yam 

Earthenware  and  porcelain. 

Fish,  dried  and  stated 

Glass  manufBctores. 

Gloves 

Hats,  cape,  and  Ixmnets . . . 
Iron  ana  steel,  manufao- 
tnresof: 

Machinery- 
Cotton  gins 

Other 

Pans  and  rice  kettles. . . 

Other 


1907. 


187,136 

426,000 
34,367 

130,266 
41,397 
70,063 

174,914 

156,960 

2,686,806 

30,200 


22,900 

76,327 

669,853 

79,038 

2,264,768 

62.415 

377,310 

885,108 

367.986 

298,479 

190,337 

4,446,902 

391,062 

26,602 

616,661 

49,620 

94,994 


142.485 
504,236 
108,082 
406.165 


1906. 


S58,099 
229,424 
34,324 
90,707 
39,359 
'73,364 
71,649 

123,397 
648,610 


18,719 

40.105 

1,051,278 

68,867 

1,781,874 

71.920 

336,856 

619,624 

224,251 

155,189 

238,169 

3,455,514 

163,723 

68,547 

134,666 

59,996 

118,911 


86,087 
361,187 
120,847 
326,080 


Articles. 


Isinglass,  vegetable 

Lacquered  ware 

Lamps  and  parts 

Leather 

Matches 

Medicines,  prepared 

Oils,  fats,  and  waxes 

Paper,  and  manufactures 
of; 

Renshl 

Other 

Manufactures  of 

Pea  cheese 

Ropes,  bags,  and  mats 

Sake 

Seaweed 

Shoes,  etc 

Silk,  manufactures  of: 

Silk-faoed  cotton  satins. 

Silk  tissues  and  cotton 

mixtures 

Soap,  toilet 

Socks  and  stockings 

Soy 

Sugar,  refined 

Tea 

Toilet  articles. , 

Umbrellas,  European 

Vegetables,  etc 

Wood 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Reexports 

Grand  total 


1907. 


$41,627 
82,928 

158,672 

56,846 

1,116,469 

146,276 

153,009 


296.047 
346,634 
181,680 
38,757 
439,509 
950,602 
128,748 
231,261 

286,666 

147.806 
243,194 
94,994 
106,485 
337,345 
125,036 
178,310 
395,726 
287,113 
594,236 
6,546,116 


28,618,474 
1,280,244 


20,808,718 


1906. 


$70,566 
26,624 
14,731 
42,061 
,226,388 
106,129 
602,122 


164,326 
313,482 
223,195 
36,611 
358,644 
866,584 
110, 195 
164,751 

153,472 

125,600 
235,940 
84,167 
96.998 
487,685 
52.430 
149,806 
410,364 
156,126 
366,768 
6,123,327 


22,676,284 


22,974.172 


IMPORTS   AND   EXPORTS    BY   COUNTRIES. 

Commerce  with  China  showed  the  most  marked  change  from  that 
of  the  previous  year,  the  total  imports  from  that  country  amounting 
to  $2,765,642,  as  compared  with  $5,021,412  in  1907,  and  exports 
aggregating  $13,865,214,  against  $18,787,551.  Imports  from  the 
IMtcS  States  and  Korea  feU  oflL  as  did  those  from  practically  every 
other  country.     Exports  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Australia,  Belgium, 
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Hongkong,  and  Germany  increased,  but  not  sufficiently  to  cause  the 
aggregate  to  equal  the  figures  for  1907.  The  following  table  gives 
the  total  imports  into  and  exports  from  the  port  of  Osi^a,  by  coun- 
tries, in  1907  and  1908,  respectively: 


Country. 


United  States 

Australia 

Belgium 

Britlah  India  and  Straits  Settlements. 

China 

Dutch  India 

Franoe 

Germany 

Hongkong 

Korea 

Russia,  Asiatic 

Switzerland 

United  Kingdom 

other  countries 


Total 17.146,947     13,435,442 


Imports. 


1218,034 

672 

190,868 

2,382,706 

5,021,412 

1,778,590 

810,112 

426,958 

59,958 

4,235,511 

2,556 

49,865 

1,458.907 

519,906 


tU>4,590 

219 

124,444 

2,037,691 

2.755,642 

2,237,919 

146,447 

280,706 

32,594 

3,837,572 

148 

9,854 

1,322,707 

404,900 


Exports. 


1907. 


127,090 
20,809 


29,898,718 


1908. 


106,334 

•88,927 

27,299 

110,fl06 

2,266 

64,906 

366,182 

250,023 

18,787,661 

13,866,214 

57,363 
340 

66,325 

26,481 

57,5M 

281,451 

416,374 

0,797,613 

7,410,680 

307,(90 

i5,386 

41.266 


22,074,172 


OSAKA  S   FOREIGN    MAIL — RAIL  AND   WATER  TRAFFIC. 

Incoming  and  outgoing  foreign  mail  numberinjg  51,344,790  pieces 
was  handled  by  the  various  post-oflBces  of  the  district,  the  share  of 
the  United  States  was  2,815,276  incoming  and  2,632,022  outeoin^ 
pieces,  China,  2,847,355  incoming  and  4,458,495  outgoing,  the  United 
Kingdom,  1,032,276  incoming  and  474,848  outgoing,  and  Korea, 
15,592,335,  and  17,303,078  pieces,  respectively.  Foreign  cable- 
grams numbered  702,954  received  and  590,091  despatched,  the 
United  States  sending  25,672  of  this  number  and  receiving  23,485. 

The  trade  of  the  subports  Hamada,  Itosaki,  Miyadzu,  and  Sakai 
amounted  to  $718,950  in  imports,  as  compared  with  $513,336  in 
1907,  and  $249,677  in  exports  as  compared  with  $395,590  for  1907. 
Merchandise  to  the  value  of  $4,165,204  was  stored  in  the  private 
bonded  warehouses  of  Osaka  and  other  cities  of  the  Kobe  consular 
district,  and  $4,588,464  of  bonded  merchandise  withdrawn  during 
the  year. 

Osaka  has  9  miles  of  municipal  electric  railway,  which  carried 
31,207,182  passengers  whose  fares  aggregated  $540,000.  Ei^ty- 
three  river  boats  conveyed  7,721,594  passengers,  yielding  an  income 
of  $159,335.  Passengers  numbering  450,551  entered  Osaka  by- 
steamer,  and  425,475  left  by  this  route.  There  were  471  vessels  that 
entered  the  port  of  Osaka  during  1908,  their  total  tonnage  being 
399,292  tons,  and  of  this  number  only  7  of  3,871  tons  were  American. 
Duties  collected  at  the  port  of  Osalui  aggregated  $3,063,492,  and  of 
this  amount  $1,671,155  was  customs  duties,  $3,308  tonnage  dues, 
and  $1,386^^9  miscellaneous.  Gold  coin  and  bullion  exports  in 
1908  from  Osaka  amounted  to  $88,266,  with  silver  coin  and  bullion 
to  the  amount  of  $3,295.  Imports  of  gold  coin  and  bullion  aggre- 
gated $1,199,472  and  of  silver  $135,826,  the  excess  of  imports  over 
exports  being  $1,243,737  for  both  metals. 
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OSAKA   A   MANUFACTUKING   CENTBB. 

The  extensive  manufacturing  industries  of  Osaka  are  shown  in 
detail  in  the  following  table,  which  also  gives  a  total  of  $89,540,378  as 
the  value  of  the  annual  output: 


Industry. 


BpimUng 

Metal  forging 

Weaving 

Iron  manufacture . . 
Metal  manufacture 

Printing 

Knitting 

Leather-making. . . 

Shipbuilding 

Matehea 

Glassware 

Artifldal  manuTGB. 
other 

Total 


Estab- 

llfltk- 

ments. 


10 

45 

74 

546 

249 

140 

148 

45 

51 

45 

98 

6 

4,107 


5,664 


Employe* 


Male.       Female. 


2,284 
1,499 
2,117 
2,799 
1,470 
1,212 

493 
1,580 
4,345 
1,9U 
1,227 

462 
4,630 


33,030 


10,026 

176 

7,479 

71 

421 

166 

636 

752 

79 

3,886 

174 

62 

6,050 


29,978 


Value  of 
products. 


U2, 
17, 
3, 
4, 
2, 
2, 
2, 

2, 

I 

1, 

30, 


692, 84^5 
433,546 
270,080 
392,426 
141,822 
349,813 
276,078 
824,194 
""',766 
824,157 
552,020 
089,861 
506,750 


89,540,378 


The  authorized  capital  of  the  companies  and  partnerships  other 
than  banks  in  Osaka  is  $35,148,233.  The  total  authorized  capital  of 
its  29  banks  is  $17,812,500,  of  which  $13,573,750  has  been  paid  in. 
Bank  deposits  were  $1,817,723  during  the  year.  There  are  600 
Chinese  included  in  the  total  foreign  population  of  723  in  Osaka,  with 
42  Americans,  24  British.  19  French,  and  11  Germans.  Pupils 
enrolled  in  the  schools  of  tne  city  numbered  88,570,  of  whom  57,526 
took  the  ordinary  elementary  course,  20,232  the  higher  course,  and 
2,162  the  technical  course. 


HAKBOR   IMPROVEMENTS   COMPLETED. 

An  official  report  gives  the  following  r&um6  of  the  work  perfoimed 
in  improving  the  harbor  at  Osaka: 

The  length  of  the  south  jetty  is  4,876  yards  and  projects  into  the  sea  to  a  point  where 
the  water  is  28  feet  deep  at  low  tide.  The  interior  of  this  jetty  is  made  of  stones 
weighing  from  160  to  480  pounds  each;  outside  these  are  covered  with  a  double  layer 
of  larffe stones  weighing  one  ton  each  on  an  average,  and  the  extreme  outside  is  covered 
witib  Dlocks  of  concrete  each  weighing  8  tons.  The  distance  between  the  jetties  at 
the  bottom  of  the  sea  is  200  yards.  This  work  was  commenced  in  January,  1899,  and 
completed  in  Julv,  1905.  Material  used  for  this  work  was:  Large  stones,  483,028 
cubic  yards;  smaller  stones,  492,564  cubic  yards,  and  blocks,  44,179  pieces. 

Work  on  the  north  jetty  was  begun  at  a  point  1,300  yards  southwest  of  the  Temposan 
light-house.  Its  length  is  3,038  yards,  and  its  construction  is  practically  the  same  as 
that  of  the  south  jetty.  The  work  was  begun  in  October,  1900,  and  completed  in  July, 
1905.  The  material  used  included  403,852  cubic  yards  of  laige  stones,  416,688  cubic 
j^irds  of  stones  of  smaller  size,  and  8,413  blocks  of  concrete. 

Six  dredging  boats  were  used  in  moving  14,336,200  cubic  yards  of  earth,  10,881,236 
cubic  yards  from  within  the  line  of  the  jetties  and  the  balance  from  the  Aji  River,  the 
dirt  dredged  being  used  in  reclaiming  land.  The  work  of  reclamation  was  begim  in 
Junej  18^.  at  Temposan  light-house  and  south  of  the  Aji  River,  the  total  amount 
reclaimed  oeing  798,630  square  yards.  The  work  of  reclamation  in  the  inner  harbor 
is  still  ^oing  on. 

The  iron  landing  pier  in  the  outer  harbor  accommodates  steamers  of  8,000^  tons,  the 
depth  of  the  water  being  28  feet.  This  pier  is  situated  about  2  miles  from  the  city 
smd  is  connected  with  it  by  an  electric  tramway  for  passengers.  The  Grovemment  is 
now  building  a  freight  line  to  connect  the  pier  with  central  lines  of  railroad,  and  this 
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work  is  expected  to  be  fimshed  this  year.  The  harbor  is  dredged  to  a  depth  of  28  feet 
and  is  used  only  by  steamers  of  the  North  China  and  Korean  lines.  War  vesselsgen- 
erally  stay  at  No.  1  and  No.  2  buoys.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Aji  River,  opposite  Tem- 
posan  lignt-housei  there  are  two  small  piers,  taking  steamers  of  4,000  tons.  These 
piers  are  connected  by  railroad  with  the  Central  Railway  lines.  At  these  landing 
piers  there  are  six  warenouse  of  3,168  sauare  yards  each,  owned  by  the  city  and  rentea 
to  private  companies.  Some  of  the  reclaimed  land  aloiig  the  electric  car  hne  is  rented 
for  eodowns,  shops,  etc.,  at  the  rate  of  from  1)  to  5  cents  per  36  square  feet  per  month 
under  a  five-year  lease. 

The  expenditures  on  the  harbor  improvements  aggregate 
$11,245,200,  of  which  sum  $8,519,000  was  raised  by  bonds  issuea  by 
the  city,  $989,000  by  selling  seaside  land,  $936,000  by  a  subsidy 
from  the  Government,  and  $801,200  by  city  taxes. 

NAGASAKI. 

By  Consul  George  H.  Scidmore. 

This  district,  like  other  parts  of  the  Empire,  suffered  from  ^reat 
depression  in  trade  during  1908,  caused,  in  the  opinion  of  busmess 
men  here,  by  the  financial  crisis  in  the  United  States;  the  reaction 
from  the  Doom  of  1907j  the  fall  in  the  price  of  silver,  wnich  especially 
affected  exports  to  Chma;  the  fall  in  the  price  of  copper  in  Europe: 
reduced  Cninese  trade;  oversupply  of  ships;  increased  excise  and 
import  taxes;  unusually  large  crops  of  beans  in  Manchuria,  which 
unsettled  the  market  for  bean  cake  and  other  fertilizers;  the  hesitar- 
tion  of  farmers  to  sell  their  stores  of  rice,  and  a  reduction  of  govern- 
ment expenditures  on  public  works. 

Compared  with  1907  the  total  foreign  trade  shont^s  a  decrease  of 
$1,271,180  in  exports  and  of  $2,590,830  in  imports.  The  following 
table  shows  the  imports  into  and  exports  from  the  several  ports  in 
this  district  in  1908: 


Port. 

Imports. 

ExportB. 

1907. 

1906. 

1907. 

1906. 

l^WMftW.,. 

$8,082,790 

13,153,825 

1,196,572 

479,192 

153,380 

176,524 

$7,287,522 

10,932,989 

1,337,296 

710,478 

100,175 

63,780 

$2,318,163 
9,486,847 
2,173,683 
1,583,186 
2,444,616 
953,209 
319,669 

$1,851,280 

Mojl 

7i445i036 

Stumonoseki 

3,899.323 

2,118,066 

Knohlooteu ,.,..-.-,-,--,- - .  - 

1,645,480 

Karatsu 

890,202 
261,408 

8uxnfDoy6. ...,.-. 

Mlike 

114,456 
280,212 
164,839 
74,992 
14,439 
18,231 
15,006 

111,061 

Hftkftt^. ...           

204,271 
58,797 

182.863 
13,342 
12,689 

76,476 
69,097 
257,247 
64,968 
73,676 

49,538 

Misuml 

16,913 

TdraharA 

96,627 

Shlshtrni 

69,593 

ga8UD& 

95,130 

Naha 

18 

Total 

23,714,245 

21,123,415 

19,820,826 

18,540,646 

CLASSIFICATION   OF   IMPORTS. 


Of  the  imports  into  this  consular  district  the  decreases  were  prin- 
cipally in  raw  sugar,  the  imports  of  which  were  valued  at  $1,336,869 : 
raw  cotton.  $864,286;  machmery,  $560,494;  flour,  $240,199;  and 
steam  vessels,  $199,916.  Increases  in  imports  were  in  kerosene  oil, 
valued  at  $245,397;  iron  ore,  $212,825;  iron  plates,  $188,745;  angle 
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iron,  $104,939;  and  coke,  $84,490.  The  following  table  shows  the 
value  of  the  imports,  by  articles,  into  Nagasaki  dunng  1907  and  1908, 
respectively: 


Articles. 


Gattie. 
Other. 


Beans,  peas,  and  pulse 

Belting  and  hose 

Bones 

Breadstufls: 

Flour 

Meal,  starches,  etc 

Wheat 

Briclra  and  tiles 

Oaoutchouo  and  gutta-per- 
cha manulactures 

Carpets 

Chemicals,  drugi,  and 
medicines: 

Ammonium  sulphate. . 

Other 

Coal 

Cordage,  thread,  etc 

Cotton,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Ginned 

Prints 

Other  tissues 

Diving  apparatus 

Earthenware  and  porce- 
lain  : 


Fertilixers: 

Bone  dust 

Dried  fish 

Other 

Fishing  gut 

Glass 

Grains  and  seeds: 

Sesame 

Other 

Hemp,  flax,  Jute,  etc.,  and 
manuAictures  of: 

Fiber 

Gunnv  cloths  and  bags. 

Hair  and  bristles 

Hides  and  sldns 

Instruments: 

Balances  and  scales 

Compasses,  chronome- 
ters, etc 

Gauees  and  meters 

Musfcal,    and    acces- 
sories  

Scientific  and  survey- 
ing  

Surgical 

Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of: 

Anchors  and  chains 

Bars  and  rods 

Boilers,  steam 

Bolts  and  nuts 

Cables 

Engines^ 

Steam 

Turbines,  steam. . . 

Other 

MachinoT — 

Distfuing 

Drilling  and  boring 

Electric 

Hammers,  steam. . 

Lathes 

Lifting 

Locomotives  and 

parts 

Muling 

Pumping 

Sawing 


1907. 


tl,918 


916 
251,ff75 

4,784 
390,298 

45,342 


25,363 
4,969 

7,589 
10,878 


12,854 
6,308 


1,897 


4,340 
7,102 
5,990 


22,325 

47,752 
2,852 
19,983 
27,277 
49,265 

12,215 
24,970 


1,820 
1,269 
7,913 
1,404 

1,000 

764 
11,651 

3,735 

8,018 
2,031 


42,180 
306,506 
167,657 
33,547 
86,373 

29,258 

257,875 

5,204 

81,737 
16,739 

162,287 
6,105 
66,438 

102,564 

27,084 

9,560 

171.355 

2,821 


1906. 


S4,287 

751 

1,542 

232,026 

5,038 

318,731 

36,720 
580 


1,201 

6,112 
8,515 


3,306 

7,995 

87,052 

2,325 


283,190 
3,971 
4,092 
3,826 

2,863 
26,224 

15,829 
3,829 
3,335 
35,650 
66,641 

25,769 
12,746 


493 
3,494 
6,103 

824 

3,769 

2,187 
10,205 

1,219 

3,371 


33,778 
272,242 
3,453 
42,775 
21,187 

10,910 

212,807 

1,343 

21,006 
1,827 

60,641 
3,299 
4,311 

75,302 

20,837 
2,683 

21,497 
2,972 


Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of— Continued. 
Machinery— Cont'd. 

Screwing 

Shaping 

Othtt 

Nails 

Pigs,  ingots,  etc 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Plates  and  sheets 

Rails 

Rivets 

Sheets,  galvanised— 

Corrugated 

Other 

Stoves 

Structural 

T,  angle,  etc 

Tools  and  implements. 

Wire,  rod  and  rope. . . . 

Other  manufactures. . . 

Lamps,  lanterns,  and  parts: 

Electric 

Other 

Leather 

Linen: 

Canvas 

Other  tissues 

Metals,  and  manufactures 
of: 
Antifriction 


Bars  and  rods 

Pipes  and  tubes. . . 

Plates,  sheets,  and 

wire 

Copper- 
Bars,  rods,  etc 

Pipes  and  tubes... 
Other 

L^gd 

Pigs,  ingots,  etc... 
Plates  and  sheets.. 
Tubes 

Tin- 
Blocks,  ingots,  etc. . 
Plates 

Zinc 

Metallic  fiUlngs 

Other  metals 

Other  manufactures. . . 
on  cake: 

Bean 

Cottonoseed 

Rape 

Oils: 

Castor 

Colxa 

Kerosene 

Linseed 

Lubricating 

OUve 

Other 

Ores  and  minerals: 

Phimbago 

Other 

Packing  for  engines 


Paints  and  pigments: 

Cobalt,  onde 

Ships' bottom 

Other 

Paper,and  manufactures  of. 

Pitch 


Provisions: 

Butter  and  cheese. 
Confectionery,  etc . 
Meats  and  poultry . 


1907. 


$1,683 

2,713 

330,112 

95,246 
169,678 
170,756 
583,416 

16,061 

47,819 

26,578 
74,838 
3,957 
231,376 
150,626 
11,215 
14,712 
37,491 

3,802 
2,590 
16,761 

6,006 
1,753 


13,096 

41,323 
62,694 

22,749 

18,376 

122,806 

6,196 

4,751 


9,106 

9,025 
4,131 

24,046 
5,207 
1,277 

89,911 

467,477 

11,202 

201,007 

1,415 
4,964 
739,899 
4,981 
14,130 
4,286 
3,347 

16,884 
8,943 
8,279 

5,156 
21,065 
11,253 
6,837 
1,686 

2,587 
1,512 


1908. 


$5,330 
2,306 
163,381 
110,479 
184,163 
117,560 
724,328 
21,299 
55,166 

41,739 
87,294 
4,797 
53,025 
258,916 
11,170 
72,028 
24,650 

4,322 
9,176 
11,772 

4,776 
1,114 


6,796 

846 
20,642 

6,006 

286 

29,990 

7,662 

5,586 
2,400 
7,244 

1,022 
18,309 
22,878 
29,120 
73,214 
37,082 

787,266 

6,483 

277,909 

1,414 

8,221 
805,321 

8,378 
14,371 

1,545 
18,542 

86,619 
2,188 
6,906 

9,026 
3,296 
13,748 
3,984 
4,560 

3,037 
1,074 
1,066 
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Articles. 


Provisloiia— Continued. 

Milk,  condensed 

Other 

Putty 

Rice 

Silk  tissues 

Spirits,  wines,  and  nialt 
liouors: 

Beer,  ale,  etc 

Wlilsky,etc 

Wines 

Stearin  and  candles 

Sugar 

TaUow,  beef 

Telephones 

Tissues,  n.  e.  s.: 

Mixed 

Waterproof  cloth 

Other 


1907. 


$31,349 
9,413 
1,208 

339,449 


1,462 
4,712 
8,026 
2,095 
7,360 
9,771 


2,905 
2.335 
7,002 


1908. 


124,650 
3,392 
2,135 

-332,566 
4,463 


1,103 
2,537 
7,773 
3,075 
50,248 
9,361 
5,361 

3,449 
1,533 
5,537 


Articles. 


Varnish., 

Vessels: 

Steam 

Other,  and  vehicles. . . 

Wax,  paraffin 

Wood,  and  mamifsctures 
of: 

Teak 

Oregon  pine,  etc 

Other 

Woolen  tissues , 

Traveling  effects , 

Parcels  post 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Reimports 

Grand  total 


1907. 


$1,302 

219,832 
18,062 
35,493 


150,442 
82,090 
25,617 
9,162 
16,799 
7,944 
202,316 


8,069,172 
13,618 


8,082,790 


190a. 


$3,343 

28,884 

5,510 

36,658 


75,384 
67,127 
16,183 

4,077 
14,973 

8,968 
111,383 


7,279,116 
8,406 


7,287,523 


EXPORTS    FROM    NAGASAKI. 

Of  exports  from  this  consular  district  the  decreases  were  principally 
in  cotton  yarn,  the  exports  of  which  were  valued  at  $1,223,719;  coaJ, 
$660,230;  lumber,  $418,599;  cuttlefish,  $191,145,  and  iron  and  steel 
goods,  $152,073.  There  were  marked  increases  in  cotton  cloth, 
valued  at  $367,165,  and  refined  sugar,  $86,714.  The  value  of  the 
exports  from  the  ports  of  Nagasaki  in  1908,  by  articles,  is  sho¥ai  in 
the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Boots,  shoes,  etc 

Breadstufls: 

Flour,  meals  and  starches 

Other 

Cement.  Portland 

Charcoal 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  medicines: 

Star  anise 

Other 

Clothing  and  accessories: 

European  clothinf; 

Socks  and  stockings 

Other 

Coal: 

Lump 

Dust 


Coke. 

Comestibles,  sundr>' 

Confectionery  and  sweetmeats. 

Coral  omamentH 

Cordage  and  rope 

Cotton: 

Imitation  nankeen 

Wadding 

Yam  and  tissues 

Embroideries 

Fish  and  mollusca: 

AwabI— 

Tinned  and  bottled 

Dried 

Heche  de  mer,  dried 

Bonito,  dried 

Clams 

Cuttle,  dried 

Mussels 

Oysters 

Sardines  and  anchovies 

Scallops 

Sharks'  flns 

Shrimps  and  prawns 

Other 

Fishing  nets 


Value. 


16,  (64 

854 

642 

32,355 

02,642 

5.281 
3,372 

9,946 
1,220 
7,500 

309,116 
16,653 
1,666 
25,936 
3,209 
9,110 
2,024 

8,804 
20,064 
20.180 

4,993 


16,291 

14,622 

26,223 

4,110 

26.286 

278,730 

7,643 

1,866 

7,022 

21.792 

35,268 

20,661 

1,447 


Articles. 


Fruits  and  vegetables: 

Mushrooms,  dried 

Onions 

Oranges 

Potatoes 

Other  fruits 

Other  vegetables 

Furniture 

Glass 

Grains  and  seeds 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Machinery 

Other 

Lacquered  ware. 


Lard,  tallow,  and  grease. 
Matches. 


Metals,  and  manufactures  of: 

Copper  ingots 

Other 

Mineral  water 

Oils: 

C^lM 

Whale  and  fish 

Other 

Ores  and  minerals: 

Zinc 

Other 

Paper: 

Toyo.  wrapping 

Hansni  and  Mino,  writing. 

Printing 

Other 

Pea  cheese 

Porcelain  and  earthenware 

Rice 

Sake 

Shells 

Silk  tissues 

Skins,  hair,  horns,  etc 

Soap 

Soy 

Straw,  manuflBCtures  of 


Vahie. 


989.678 
1.014 
5.4M 
81.646 
5,965 
13.760 
5,04t 
3.784 
3,317 

10.207 
5,342 
1.2n 
1,807 

!,« 

1,158 
3,360 
1,4M 

5,162 

3,057 

263 

32,002 
280 

45.530 
1,806 

i.oeo 

14,660 
4,508 

29,020 

50.224 
4,810 

23,274 

soo 

307 
l.OO 
13.415 
1,610 
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Articles. 


Value. 


Articles. 


Value. 


Tea 

Tissues: 

Mixed 

Other 

Toilet  articles.... 

Toys 

Trees  and  plants. 

Vermicelli 

Vessels  and  boats 
Wax,  vegetable.. 


$13,505 

4,596 
2.426 
2,460 
1,224 
4,711 
5,998 
1,649 
4,645 


Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Timber 

Manufactures  of 

Parcels  post 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Reexports 

Grand  total 


135,655 

4,278 

36,413 

40,906 


1,649,841 
201,439 


1,851,280 


FOREIGN   TRADE   BY   COUNTRIES. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  into  and  exports  from 
Nagasaki  and  Moji,  the  two  principal  ports  of  this  consular  district, 
durmg  1908,  by  countries: 


Country. 


Nagasaki. 


Moji. 


Imports. 


Exports. 


Imports. 


Exports. 


United  States 

Australia 

Belgium 

British  India 

China 

France 

French  India 

Germany 

Hongkong 

Korea 

Kwangtong  Province 
Phlllppinelslands . . . 

Runlia.  

Russia,  Asiatic 

Slam 

Straits  Settlements. . . 

United  Kingdom 

Other  countries 

Total 


$1,062,086 

21,060 

268,013 

84,683 

1,744,582 

12,006 

170,769 

241,613 

47,761 

191,317 

263,010 

6,979 

6,617 

9,181 

171,619 

1,382 

2,735,641 

241,296 


$12,633 

613 

84,249 

5,766 

786,466 

140 

4,148 

18,384 

292,587 

153,539 

213,633 

71,596 

3,817 

150, 8« 

327 

5,099 

37,683 

16,821 


$1,573,151 

2,498 

81,429 

3,302,097 

1,428»497 

6,283 

99,624 

779,336 

159,  sn 

130,180 

661,817 

90,251 

363 

102,067 

46^333 

83 

1,020,111 

3,568,559 


7,287,522 


1,851,280 


10,932,989 


$89,090 

36,574 

135 

03,147 

3,066,533 

399 

13,752 

710 

1,868,411 

870,187 

1,270,938 

1,447 


31,634 

25 

410,090 

94,283 
606,725 


7,445,030 


EXPORTS   TO   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

There  was  a  total  decrease  of  $684,333  in  the  declared  value  of 
exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908.  This  great  faUing  oiGF  in  trade 
was  mainly  in  the  item  of  coal.  The  miners'  strikes  in  the  United 
States  are  said  to  have  been  the  principal  reason  for  the  increased 
demand  for  Japanese  coal  on  the  Pacific  coast  during  1907.  Prices 
for  coal  here  ranged  from  $3.50  to  $4.50  per  ton,  and  shipments  to 
the  Philippine  Islands  rose  from  nothing  in  1907  to  $30,266  in  1908, 
and  were  mainly  influenced  by  demands  for  the  supplv  of  the  Ameri- 
can battle-ship  fleet.  Exports  of  porcelain  fell  in  value  from  $5,039 
in  1907  to  notning  in  1908.  The  trade  in  this  article  with  the  United 
States,  however,  is  chiefly  carried  on  from  the  ports  of  Kobe  and 
Yokohama.  The  bulk  of  the  exports  to  the  Phihppine  Islands  con- 
tinues to  consist  of  fresh  vegetaoles  for  the  Amencan  military  and 
naval  forces.    There  was  a  total  increase  in  the  Philippine  trade  of 
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$47,100.    The  declared  exports  to  Hawaii  from  this  port  amounted 
to  only  $137  worth  of  compound  medicines. 

The  following  table  shows  the  declared  value  of  exports  to  the 
United  States  and  the  Philippine  Islands  from  the  port  of  Nagasaki 
in  1908: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

UNITED  STATES. 

Coal             

1730,815 
1.358 

3,704 
5,039 
6,629 
1,746 

$48,925 

Coal 

130.266 

Coke 

Coke 

1852 

1,946 

Household  goods  and  personal 
effects 

3,301 

Fish 

3,030 

Rice 

345 

Porcelain 

Vegetables: 

Cabbage , 

6,704 

142,814 

1,696 

Rice 

9,026 
3,006 

482 

All  other  articles 

Potatoes 

156,753 

AH  other  artleln 

023 

Total 

749,190 

64,857 

Total 

152,088 

199,168 

PHIUPPIMBS. 

Adds 

1,546 
1,877 

Cement 

During  1908  the  Mitsu  Bishi  Dockyard  and  Engine  Works  at 
Nagasaki  completed  and  delivered  to  the  owners  6  vessels  with  a 
total  of  48.477  tons  burden  and  73,083  indicated  horsepower.  At 
the  close  or  the  year  the  company  had  on  its  stocks  8  vessels  with  a 
total  of  61,200  tons  burden  and  65,198  indicated  horsepower.  The 
Temfo  Mam  and  Chiyo  Maru,  two  of  the  vessels  completed  last  year, 
are  now  running  on  the  San  Francisco  line  and  are  reported  to  be 
giving  satisfaction,  except  that,  owing  to  trade  depression,  their 
cargoes  have  been  Ught.  One  of  the  vessels  to  be  completed  in  1909 
wilTbe  employed  in  bringing  crude  oil  from  trans-Pacific  points.  On 
her  outward  voyages  it  is  expected  that  she  will  convey  Japanese 
emigrants  to  South  America.  During  1908  the  graving  docfis  and 
slips  of  the  Mitsu  Bishi  Company  were  used  by  70  Japanese  vessels 
with  a  tonnage  of  291,481  tons,  and  by  27  foreign  vessels  of  105,392 
tons,  the  largest  of  the  latter  being  the  American  steamship  Minnesota 
of  20,718  tons.  Owing  to  depression  in  the  shipping  business, 
scarcely  any  new  orders  have  been  placed  with  the  company  during 
the  past  year,  and  reductions  in  the  number  of  employees  are  being 


made 


HARBOR  OF  NAGASAKI. 


The  harbor  of  Nagasaki  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  safest  and 
most  convenient  in  the  Orient.  It  is  spacious  and  almost  land- 
locked and,  having  a  mud  bottom,  afforas  excellent  anchora^  in 
depths  varying  from  3i  to  15  fathoms  at  low  water,  spring  tides. 
The  average  of  soundings  is  8  fathoms,  consequently  very  little 
dredging  has  been  necessary.  A  considerable  area  of  land  has  been 
reclaims  by  filling  in  at  the  upper  end  of  the  harbor,  where  landing 
stages^  on  pontoons  are  provided  for  small  steamers.  Nearly  all 
cargo  is  handled  by  means  of  fighters.  There  are  no  piers  or  wharves 
of  sufficient  size  to  accommodate  large  vessels,  but  plans  for  sudi 
constructions  have  been  prepared. 
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Stevedore  char;^  are  15  cents  per  ton,  loaded  or  discharged. 
The  tonnage  tax  is  2^  cents  per  registered  ton.  If  a  vessel  makes 
use  of  a  mooring  buoy^  $3.49  a  day  extra  is  charged.  Pilotage  rates 
are  $9.96  plus  3  per  cent  for  each  foot  of  draft  over  12,  and  3  per  cent 
per  1,000  tons  for  each  ton  over  1,000.  The  coaling  facilities  of 
Pfagasaki  are  excellent.  The  ordinary  speed  for  defivery  aboard 
ship  from  lighters  alongside  is  about  250  tons  per  hour.  In  one 
instance  a  mail  steamer  calling  here  received  1,445  tons  in  a  little 
under  four  hours,  or  at  the  rate  of  361  i  tons  per  hour,  or  6  tons  per 
minute.  This  was  done  by  676  laborers,  male  and  female,  and  179 
trimmers.  Abundance  of  pure  water  is  suppUed  to  shipping  from 
the  city  waterworks,  and  fresh  meats,  fish,  vegetables,  ana  other 
stores  of  excellent  quality  are  obtainable  and  at  moderate  cost. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels 
that  entered  and  cleared  from  the  various  ports  of  this  consular 
district  during  1908: 


Port. 


N) 

'nonoeeki 
Wakamatsu. 

HakiEVta 

Karatsu 

Smnliioye. . . 

Mlike 

Kuchlnotflu . 

MIsumi 

Idsubara 

Shlshimi.... 
na 

Total.. 


Entered.. 


Number. 

1,232 

2,147 

1,234 

422 

51 

276 

38 

21 

256 

19 

394 

673 


7,146 


Tonnage. 

2,683,875 

4,036,132 

462,341 

448,990 

17,046 

315,336 

33,617 

28,223 

664,667 

6,972 

38,170 

8,740 

15,317 


8,758,426 


Cleared. 


Number. 

1,182 

2,194 

962 

456 

50 

337 

49 

22 

287 

22 

353 

774 

447 


7.116 


Tonnage. 

2,685,269 

4,066,130 

450,475 

451,747 

14,756 

337,518 

39,904 

28,823 

663,166 

3,433 

38,241 

9,426 

20,066 


8,817,954 


According  to  official  reports,  the  native  population  of  Nagasaki  on 
December  31,  1908,  was  175,936,  of  whom  95.410  were  males  and 
80,526  females;  23^16  were  householders.  Th^re  were  1,262  for- 
eign residents,  the  British  leading  in  numbers  and  occupying  33  per 
cent  of  the  ground  leased  to  foreigners,  while  Amencans  ranked 
second  in  number  and  held  about  18  per  cent  of  the  land  leased.  The 
numbers  of  births  and  deaths  registered  during  the  12  months  ending 
November  30,  1908,  were  2,386  and  1,769,  respectively. 

MOJI    AND   SHIMONOSEKI. 

The  recent  rise  of  Moji  in  commercial  importance  is  mainly  due  to 
its  convenience  as  a  port  of  call  for  coal  for  vessels  engaged  in  the 
trans-Pacific  trade  and  in  the  trade  between  Japan  and  Korea, 
Siberia  and  North  China.  Bakan,  on  the  opposite  shore  of  Shimo- 
noseki  Strait,  is  a  terminus  of  the  main  Une  of  Japan's  railways. 
CJoal,  which  can  be  obtained  abundantly  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Moji,  is  deUvered  aboard  ship  slightly  cheaper  than  at  Nagasaki. 
The  Imperial  Government  Iron  Foundry^  located  at  Wakamatsu, 
a  short  distance  to  the  west  of  Moji,  contributes  in  some  measure  to 
the  progress  of  the  latter.  The  exports  from  Moji  next  in  importance 
to  coal,  are  refined  sugar,  cotton  yams,  and  lumber,  scarcely  any  of 
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which  ^o  to  the  United  States.  Diiring  1908  this  consulate  certi- 
fied 21  invoices  of  shipments  from  Moji  and  Shimonoseki  to  the  United 
States,  the  total  declared  value  being  $46,559,  of  which  coal  was  valued 
at  $38,890,  and  cement,  sulphuric  acid,  vegetable  wax,  and  other 
miscellaneous  exports  at  $7,670. 

The  drawbacks  with  which  Moji  has  to  contend  are  restricted  area 
of  anchorage,  a  strong  current  of  more  than  7  knots  through  the 
strait  and  anchorage,  and  exposure  to  frequent  severe  gales.  These 
lead  to  a  large  number  of  collisions  between  vessels  and  seriously 
interfere  with  loading  and  dischamng.  Mainly  for  these  reasons 
the  larger  mail  steamers  and  men  of  war  prefer  to  coal  at  Nagasaki. 
The  following  table  shows  the  principal  imports  and  exports  for 
the  port  of  Moji  during  1908: 


Imports. 

1907. 

1906.       1 

Exports.                         1907. 

1908. 

$3,230,524 

12,399,856 

Coal 

13, 882, 358     t3. 470.  i>l  .1 

MfichtnfTy 

1,199.524 
3,531,254 
1,984,776 
3,217,747 

1,337.438 
2,122,978 
l,6n,660 
3,395.057 

Sugar,  refined 

665.440 
2,021,303 

982,886 
1,944,860 

675.496 

SagiATy  raw 

CoCton  yams 

545,944 

Iffinnre,  oil  r^k^ 

Timber  and  lumber 

All  other  articles 

650.822 

All  other  articles 

2.nas:24Ji 

Total 

Total 

13.163,825 

10,932.989 

9,486,847 

7.445,020 

During  the  year  the  workshops  of  the  Government  Iron  and  Steel 
Foundry  were  enlarged  and  the  adjacent  coal  mines  were  extended, 
but  the  output  has  not  yet  been  able  to  compete  with  the  imported 
products  or  with  the  work  of  private  firms.  About  80  per  cent  of  the 
ore  used  was  imported  from  China. 

COAL   MINING — WIRELESS   TELEGRAPH — RAILROADS. 

The  total  output  of  all  the  coal  mines  of  Japan  during  the  year  1908 
is  reported  as  14,468,664  tons,  of  which  11,828,664  tons  were  the 
product  of  this  district  (Bliushiu).  During  the  past  four  years 
reports  from  the  Kiushiu  mines  show  the  foUowing  outputs  of  coal: 
1905,  9,370,481  tons:  1906,  10,302,603;  1907,  11^126^438  and  1908, 
11,828,664.  Notwithstanding  the  great  depression  m  tne  shipping 
trade,  the  supply  of  coal  was  not  seriously  affected  during  the  year 
1908. 

In  April,  1908,  the  port  of  Omuta  (or  Miike)  was  oflBcially  opened 
to  foreign  trade.  Near  by  are  located  the  Miike  mines,  whicn  are  the 
most  productive  in  Japan.  Extensive  harbor  improvements  have 
been  undertaken  and  are  to  be  completed  during  1909,  enabling  the 
largest  vessels  to  take  in  coal  from  alongside  pier  walls  and  m  all 
weathers.  The  completion  of  these  works  will  practically  end  the 
shipment  of  coal  from  Kuchinotsu. 

On  July  1,  1908,  the  Japanese  Government  established  a  wireless- 
telegraph  station  on  Ose  Saki,  the  southern  extremity  of  the  Goto 
Islands,  for  the  use  of  Japanese  merchant  shipping.  Later  it  was 
announced  that  this  and  other  stations  on  the  Japanei^  coast  would 
be  authorized  to  accept,  for  transmission,  any  wireless  telegrams  sent 
from  a  foreign  war  snip  and  addressed  to  an  embassy,  lej^ation,  or 
consulate  in  Japan,  on  condition  that  all  charges  be  paid  by  the 
official  receiving  them.     Up  to  the  close  of  1908  no  foreign  steamship 
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lines  had  made  any  arrangements  for  other  wireless  telegraph  accom- 
modations in  Japan. 

In  December,  1908,  one  of  the  largest  ice  factories  in  Japan  was 
opened  at  Kokura,  the  machinery  installed  being  of  American  make. 
A  section  of  the  trunk  line  of  the  Kiushiu  Railway,  covering  33  miles, 
with  23  tunnels,  between  Yatsushiro  and  Hitoyoshi,  was  opened  to 
traffic  in  June,  1908,  leaving  only  28  miles  to  complete  connection 
with  Kagoshima. 

MARKET   FOR   AMERICAN   PRODUCTS. 

Among  American  products  or  manufactures  which  could  be  exhib- 
ited or  sold  to  advantage  in  an  international  exposition  in  Japan  the 
foremost  positions  should  be  given  to  machinery  and  tools,  from 
which  should  be  particularly  excluded  agricultural  implements  and 
machinery.  There  is  no  demand  for  the  latter,  of  American  make, 
because  of  the  conservatism  of  the  Japanese  farmers,  the  diminutive 
size  of  the  fields,  and  the  cheapness  of  the  simple  and  peculiarly 
shaped  articles  made  bv  the  rural  blacksmiths.  Tnere  are  also  many 
kinds  of  carpenters  and.  smiths'  tools  of  foreign  make  that  will  not  be 
accepted  here.  In  this  district  there  is  a  good  and  growing  market 
for  machinery  and  tools  used  in  mining,  shipbuilding  and  repairing, 
sugar  refining,  rice  cleaning,  cement  mf3ung,  and  spinning  and  weav- 
ing. For  the  Imperial  foundry  at  Wakamatsu  and  the  navy-yard  at 
Sasebo  large  supplies  are  required. 

The  increasing  use  of  electrical  appliances  of  all  varieties  offers  a 
most  promising  market  for  them,  ana  the  same  mav  be  said  of  small 
motors  for  vehicles  and  vessels.  The  market  for  leather  of  various 
kinds  is  increasing  rapidly,  but  nothing  of  much  value  can  be  done 
here  with  ready-made  shoes  until  the  field  has  been  carefully  studied 
by  experts.  Drugs  and  chemicals  are  demanded  in  increasmg  quan- 
tities. In  textiles  little  increase  of  demand  is  likely  to  occur,  except 
for  manufactures  of  wool.  Great  Britain  and  Germany  lead  in  these 
lines. 

Great  attention  is  being  paid  in  Japan  to  the  improvement  of  live 
stock,  especially  cattle,  horses  for  the  army,  and  poultry.  Nearly  all 
attempts  at  sheep  farming  in  Japan  have  resulted  in  failure.  The 
Japanese  people,  oesides,  nave  a  great  repugnance  for  mutton.  The 
fishing  inaustries  are  receiving  great  encouragement,  and  new  appli- 
ances for  use  therein  are  sure  to  meet  with  favor.  Cotton-seed  ou  is 
being  used  as  a  substitute  for  olive  oil  in  preserving  sardines  and  for 
other  purposes  and  should  command  a  larger  market  here.  Of  dairy 
products  condensed  milk  alone  seems  to  be  in  great  demand.  Cheese 
IS  repulsive  to  the  Japanese  taste  and  the  use  of  butter  makes  slow 
progress. 

YOKOHAMA. 

By  Vice-Consul-Gbnbbal  E.  G.  Babbitt. 

In  the  matter  of  foreign  trade,  Yokohama  leads  among  the  34 
ports  of  Japan,  the  total  value  fcM*  1908  amounting  to  $170,362,817, 
which  exceeded  the  trade  of  Kobe,  the  next  in  importance,  by 
$32,414,989.  The  imports  into  Kobe  exceeded  those  of  Yokohama 
by  over  $19,000,000,  but  Yokohama's  exports  were  much  greater 
than  those  of  the  former  port.     The  following  table  gives  the  total 
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value  of  commodities  imported  into  and  exported  from  Yokohama, 
by  countries,  in  1908: 


Country. 


AMERICA. 

United  States 

British  America 

Mexico 

Chile 

Peru 

Total 

ASIA. 

British  India 

China 

Dutch  India 

French  Indo-^Hilna. . 

Hongkong 

Korea 

Kwantung  ProYlnce 

Philippines 

Russia,  Asiatic 

Slam 

Straits  Settlements. . 

Total 

KUROPl. 

Austria-Hungary 

Belgium , 


116,065,530 
386,142 
161 
212,730 
14,765 


Imports. 


16.679,328 


Exports. 


$49,304,704 

724,340 

10,400 

19,179 

11,612 


50,160,235 


3,812,706 

5,965,459 

4,656,476 

1,183,234 

n2,507 

270,932 

1,565,561 

351,179 

162,007 

84,453 

249,028 


3,227,840 

2,561,003 

275,942 

60,184 

012,235 

850,856 

1,439,877 

260,969 

24,436 

171,899 

441,824 


18,413.542  i    9,929,065 


525,675 
1,812,471 


289.262 
512.020 


Country. 


KUROPE— continued. 

Denmark 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Netiierlands 

Norway 

Portu^il 

Ruada 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Turkey 

United  Kingdom 

Total 

ALL  OTHER. 

Australia 

Egypt. 

Hawaii 

other 

Total 

Grand  total 


Imports.      Exports. 


10, 


113,257 
934,156 
471,220 

98,324 
253,422 

34,591 
4,199 

18,044 
186,033 
224,492 
691,924 
6,225 
775,216 


37,048,249 


807,416 

1,407,886 

4,006 

961,050 


3,200,360 


75,341,479 


119,833 

15,782,425 

1.853,480 

5,200,823 

132,304 

1,296 

138 

491,440 

46,000 

2,060 

19,782 

8,496 

8,155,276 


32,404,706 


1,288,616 

04,027 

403,302 

651.388 


2,437,3 


95,021.338 


To  the  United  States,  Yokohama  is  the  leading  port  of  Japan, 
since  approximately  $49,000,000  of  the  $60,000\000  exported  to  that 
country  in  1908  was  shipped  rrom  Yokohama.  Of  imports  Yokohama 
received  from  the  Unitea  States  an  approximate  value  of  $16,000,000 
of  the  $38,500,000  imported  into  all  Japan. 

TRADE  DEPRESSION — YOKOHAMA'S   IMPORTS. 

While  Yokohama  suffered  from  the  general  depression,  the  loss 
was  less  at  this  port  than  at  others  in  Japan.  Its  exports  to  Dutch 
India,  the  Phihppines,  Siam,  British  Straits  Settlements,  and  the 
Kwantung  Province  increased,  but  China  was  responsible  for  a 
decrease  of  over  $1,000,000  and  Hongkong  t)f  more  than  $500,000. 
Shipments  to  British  America,  Mexico,  Peru,  and  Chile  increased, 
while  in  those  to  the  United  States  there  was  a  decrease  of  $3,135,320. 
Exports  to  Australia  increased  slightly,  while  those  to  Hawaii  and 
Egypt  showed  a  small  decrease.  Of  the  decrease  in  imports,  China 
and  the  British  and  Dutch  Indies,  France,  Germany,  Belgium, 
Austria-Hungary,  Australia,  and  Great  Britain  sustained  the  greater 
losses.  The  imports  from  the  United  States  actually  increased 
about  $250,000,  which  fact  in  a  bad  year  is  encoura^ng. 

Of  the  imports  into  Yokohama  from  all  countries  in  1908,  as 
compared  with  1907,  rice  showed  a  faUing  off  of  almost  $2,000,000, 
whicli  is  nearly  half  of  the  loss  in  rice  imports  into  all  Japan.  YHieat 
flour  decreased  over  $1,000,000.  Conaensed  milk  and  fresh  eggs, 
however,  showed  substantial  gains.  Skins,  hair^  bones,  horns,  etc., 
showed  decreased  imports  in  practically  every  item.  There  was  a 
notable  increase  in  caustic  soda  and  nitrate  of  crude  soda,  while 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ASIA:  JAPAN.  615 

chlorate  and  bromide  of  potash  decreased  as  heavily.  Heavy  lubri- 
cating oils,  mineral  colza  and  paraffin  wax  increased  nearly  $800,000. 
while  kerosene  feU  off  slightly.  A  considerable  decrease  in  natural 
indigo  is  more  than  compensated  for  by  an  increase  in  artificial 
indigo. 

Cotton  imports  into  Yokohama  increased  more  than  $1,000,000, 
while  the  imports  of  cotton  into  Kobe  decreased  more  than  $11, 000,- 
000,  indicating  that  the  cotton  mills  of  this  district  were  increasing 
their  output  in  a  dull  season  while  those  farther  south  were  curtail- 
ing production.  There  was  a  gain  of  over  $470,000  in  gray  shirting 
and  sheeting,  cotton  satins  and  Italian  cloths,  but  a  lallmg  off  of 
$1,317,573  in  woolen  tissues.  A  considerable  increase  was  made  in 
shoe  and  rubber  boot  imports,  practically  all  from  the  United  States. 

IMPORTS  OF  OBES,  MINERALS,  AND  MACHINERY. 

The  imports  of  ores  and  minerals  showed  a  loss  of  approximately 
$13,900,  of  which  coal  and  phosphorites  made  up  the  decrease^  while 
imports  of  plumbago  more  than  doubled.  The  total  decrease  m  iron 
and  steel  from  the  1907  figures  was  over  $1,877,000,  and  the  items 
showing  the  greatest  decEne  we^e  iron  and  steel  bars  and  rods, 
plates  and  sheets  and  galvanized  corrugated  sheets.  Increased  im- 
ports were  received  of  galvanized  wire,  plain  tinned  sheets,  rails,  and 
angle  plates.  Imports  of  copper  increased  materially,  lead  decreased 
very  slightly,  zinc  showed  a  small  increase  and  nickel  a  falling  off  of 
more  than  $45,000,  mercury  declined  sharply,  and  the  imports  of 
aluminum  were  oiJy  a  seventh  of  the  imports  of  1907. 

Machinery  made  a  satisfactory  gain  of  over  $200,000.  There  were 
increases  in  the  imports  of  steam  and  ^as  engines,  steam  turbines, 
and  hydraulic  motors,  electrical  machinery,  drilling  and  boring 
macUnes,  milling  macnines^  sawing  machines,  fire  engines,  lifting 
machines,  ice-maldn^  machines  (from  $25  to  over  $45,000),^  beer- 
brewing,  paper-making  and  cotton-printing  machinery,  spinning 
machinery,  and  weaving  machinery  except  that  for  cotton  weaving. 
The  articles  showing  declines  were  telephones,  steam  boilers  and 
hammers,  sewing  machines,  turning  latnes,  slotting,  planing  and 
shaping  machines^  diving  apparatus,  nydraulic  presses  (irom  $23,000 
to  nothing),  mining  machmery,  printing  Dresses,  and  typewriters. 
The  imports  of  bean  oil  cake  nearly  doubled,  the  total  exceeding 
$3,000,000,  and  there  were  substantial  increases  in  various  other 
fertilizers. 

EXPORTS   FROM   YOKOHAMA. 

Exports  of  tea  decreased  over  $850,000,  due  partly  to  the  de- 
pression in  the  tea  business  generally,  but  more  particularly  to  the 
development  of  the  port  of  Shimidzu  as  a^  shipping  point  for  this 

Sroduct.  While  many  items  of  export  increasec^  manv  others 
eclined.  There  was  a  decrease  of  $582,284  in  silk  tissues  for  which 
habutae  was  largely  responsible.  The  bulk  of  the  silk  goods  is 
shipped  from  this  port,  which  is  the  jobbing  point  for  practically  all 
silk  districts  of  Japan.  The  decrease  in  clothing  and  accessories 
amounted  to  $261,864.  There  were  increased  exports  of  ores  and 
minerals  of  $38,00GL  chiefly  manganese,  as  both  copper  and  zinc  ore 
showed  a  falling  off.     Copper  ingots  and  wire  gained  $125,905,  and 
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iron  and  steel  manufactures  gained  $137,906.  The  decrease  in 
machinery  amounted  to  nearly  $85,000.  The  exports  of  jinrikishas 
decreased  largely,  5,464  vehicles  having  been  shipped  as  compared 
with  10,032  in  1907.  There  was  an  increase  of  about  $50,000  m  the 
exports  of  electric  dynamos  and  motors. 

The  following  table  gives  the  declared  value  i  of  exports  from  the 
port  of  Yokohama  to  tne  United  States,  Hawaii,  and  the  Philippines 
in  1908: 


Articles. 


1907. 


1006. 


Articles. 


1007. 


lOOS. 


Antimony  wvn 

AwabI,  etc 

Bamboo  ware 

Books 

Braids,  chip  and  straw 

Curios 

Fomlture,  screens,  etc 

Hides,   skins,   fars,   and 

featners 

TffinglfMW 

Lacquered  ware 

Leather  goods 

Medicines 

Ores  and  minerals: 

Copper 

Iron , 

Manganese 

Sulpnur 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of: 

Paper  goods 

Wallpaper 

other 

Peanuts 


(•) 

19,958 
6,286 
35,553 
84,177 
1,242,602 
(°) 

50,232 
5,285 


,523 

1,206,556 
15,173 


t23,002 
31,160 
18,975 
33,467 
95,002 

160,164 
43,811 

42,933 
10,195 
35,851 
7,243 
32,032 

1,091,899 


Pep] 


eppermint 


oil  and  crya* 


28,862 

184,067 
154,228 


31,650 
8,316 

40,791 
44,179 
85,726 
126,188 


Personal   and   household 

effects 

Plants,  bulbs,  etc 

Porcelain  and  earthenvmre. 
Provisions,  misoellaneoua. . 

Rioe 

Shojru 

Silk,  raw  and  waste 

Textiles: 

Cotton 

Linen 

Silk 

Tea 

Toys 

Vegetables: 

Freeh 

Mushrooms 

All  other  articles 


mS^ 


•,072 

8^,615 

88,418 

A  779 

40,750,070 

606,564 
1,533,413 
4,830,340 
4,474,596 

(•) 

44,067 
22,179 
230,937 


110,856 

33,106 
100,967 
366,584 
420,485 
237,504 
206,325 
30,701,021 

203.891 

655,270 

3,381,546 

8,365,802 

39,065 

104,052 

36,467 

2,194,in 


Total. 


56,677,062 


53,112,375 


a  Included  in  "Curios''  and  "All  other  articles." 


t>  Included  in  "  Paper  goods." 


The  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  Hakodate 
agency  totaled  $286,373,  and  included  railroad  ties  to  the  amount 
of  $105,519,  oak  timber  $58,471,  and  sulphur  $121,320. 

YOKOHAMA   THE   BUSINESS  CENTER. 

While  there  is  but  little  manufacturing  done  in  this  city,  it  is 
here  that  the  most  important  American  business  representatives 
have  their  headquarters.  The  territory  to  which  Yokohama  is  the 
door  is  extensive  and  rich.  The  population  of  this  city  is  given 
by  the  latest  census  as  over  326,000  and  that  of  Tokyo  as  1,818,655. 
Aa  this  census  was  taken  in  1903,  it  is  estimated  tnat  the  increase 
to  1908  amounts  to  5.5  per  cent.  The  population  of  this  consular 
district,  exclusive  of  the  Hokkaido  and  northern  islands,  exceeds 
18,000,000.  Considering  that  1908  was  a  bad  year  generally,  Yoko- 
hama was  prosperous.  The  city  of  Tokyo  depends  entirely  upon 
Yokohama  lor  its  foreign  goods  and  for  raw  materials  for  its  numer- 
ous factories.  The  cotton  mills  at  Oyama  and  elsewhere  are  sup- 
plied with  their  ginned  cotton  through  this  port,  and  this  district 
IS  the  most  active  along  the  line  of  electrical  development,  in  which 
the  United  States  chiefly  is  interested. 

Yokohama  has  just  completed  extensive  improvements  to  its 
harbor.  Some  56  acres  have  been  reclaimed  and  made  a  part  of 
the  customs  compound;  11  miles  of  track  and  2^  miles  of  roadway 
supply  ample  means  of  moving  the  merchandise,  which  can  be  landed 
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directly  from  vessels.  Over  a  mile  of  berthine  space  is  provided, 
and  the  depth  of  water  at  low  tide  alongside  the  quay  walls  varies 
from  20  to  32  feet.  The  compound  is  well  equipped  with  water 
supply,  sewerage  system,  and  electric  power,  while  steam  and  electric 
cranes  are  provided  at  freouent  intervals.  Numerous  sjieds  and 
warehouses  accommodate  tne  cargoes.  The  new  enterprise  was 
officially  opened  on  July  1, 1909,  at  the  time  of  the  celebration  of  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the  port  of  Yokohama  to 
foreign  trade.  It  can  be  considered  a  very  worthv  monument  to 
the  progress  which  Japan  has  made  in  the  past  half  century. 

KOREA. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul-General  Thomas  Sammons,  Seoul. 

In  1908  Korea's  commerce  suffered  because  of  the  nonexportation 
of  ginseng  (the  shipments  of  which  amounted  to  only  $880  in  com- 
parison with  $601,237  in  1907),  a  large  rice  crop  in  Japan,  and  an 
abundant  bean  crop  in  Manchuria.  Rice  and  beans  are  Korea's 
chief  articles  of  export.  The  insurrection  disturbed  business  in 
some  parts  of  the  Eangdom,  but  the  principal  reasons  for  the  trade 
depression  are  the  three  just  stated.  However,  the  year  1908  wit- 
nessed the  inauguration  of  a  vigorous  mining  movement  on  the  part 
of  Americans,  which  will  show  to  the  world  that  Korea  possesses 
mineral  wealth  of  great  value. 

For  over  ten  years  a  single  group  of  mines,  the  first  to  be  opened 
up  in  the  country  by  foreigners  (Americans),  has  stood  as  the  only 
successful  mining  venture  in  Korea  to  be  operated  under  modern 
methods.  This  CToup  has  produced  approximately  $12,000,000  in 
gold  bullion.  The  output  is  over  $100,000  per  month.  On  this 
property  almost  $1,250,000  has  been  expended  in  equipment,  the 
machinery  being  largely  of  American  manufacture,  fietween  70 
and  80  American  miners  are  employed  and  5,000  Korean  laborers, 
and  about  1,000  tons  of  ore,  averaging  $5  per  ton,  are  crushed  ana 
treated  daily.  The  fact  that  this  mine,  now  at  a  depth  of  900  or 
1,000  feet,  continues  to  increase  in  value  is  confirmation  of  the 
possibilities  of  Korea's  mineral  resources. 

AMERICAN   MINING   INTERESTS   QUADRUPLED. 

American  mining  interests  in  Korea  quadrupled  during  1908, 
copper  (Kapsan),  gold  (Suan),  and  graphite  (King  Neung)  prop- 
erties being  among  those  added.  In  addition  to  these  anotner  gold 
quartz  property  (Sak  Ju  mines),  located  near  the  Yalu  River,  is  to 
pass  to  American  control,  and  Americans  have  also  secured  a  half 
interest  in  the  famous  Ham  Heung  Province  placer  mines  at  Meung 
Tai  Dong,  situated  northwest  of  Wonsan  (Gensan).  on  the  east  coast 
of  Korea.  At  Meung  Tai  Doqg  nuggets  are  found,  out  this  is  the  only 
extensive  placer  property  in  Korea  that  resembles  the  Klondike  dian 
trict  deposits  of  coarse  gold  and  nuggets.  The  ore  values  uncovered 
on  one  of  these  properties,  a  large  gold  quartz  area  known  as  the 
Suan  mines  (originally  granted   to  JBritisn  subjects,  but   in  which 
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Americans  were  largely  interested  and  which  is  now  leased  to  Amer- 
icans), have  warranted  the  purchase  of  a  complete  milling  plant. 
The  first  consignment  of  20  stamps  is  being  installed.  Supplies  of 
this  nature  are  purchased  in  the  United  States,  and  it  is  to  this 
class  of  American  products  that  Korea  offers  a  most  inviting  new 
market. 

Next  to  the  American  interest  in  mining  in  Korea,  the  British 
have  shown  the  greatest  activity.  Thus  lar,  however,  Americans 
are  interested  to  a  considerable  extent  in  all  British  mining  exploita- 
tion in  Korea.  The  most  important  British  acquisition  during  1908 
was  the  taking  over,  under  a  working  option,  of  the  gold  quartz 
and  placer  properties  situated  a  short  distance  south  of  Seoul  and 
known  as  the  Chiksan  mines.  Indeed,  it  would  seem  that  London 
capital  heretofore  largelv  occupied  in  Australia  and  South  Africa 
is  turning  to  Korea  as  the  most  promising  field  to  be  found  in  the 
world  at  the  present  time. 

While  the  French  mining  concession  as  recently  granted  has  not 

f)roven  8atisfact<^,  the  Italian  concession  now  being  exploited, 
ocated  near  the  Kapsan  copper  mines,  in  northern  Korea,  promises 
to  prove  rich  in  copper  deposits.  The  German  concession  has  as 
yet  failed  to  show  high  values  on  any  large  scale. 

CUSTOMS   DUTIES   REMOVED — AGRICULTURE. 

In  connection  with  the  adjustment  of  American  mining  conces- 
sionary problems  during  1908,  the  Japanese  protectorate,  acting  for 
the  Korean  Government  and  under  the  personal  direction  of  Prince 
Ito.  practically  did  away  with  all  export  duties  on  mine  products 
ana  removed  all  import  duty  on  supplies  used  in  the  operation  of 
mines  in  Korea.  This,  together  with  such  modifications  in  the 
mining  laws  as  are  calculated  to  strengthen  title  and  facilitate  trans- 
fer, has  served  to  stimulate  the  mining  industry,  and,  combined 
with  exceptionally  valuable  discoveries  and  new  mining  concessions 
as  adjusted  during  1908,  has  offered  such  practical  mducements 
that  the  year  will  mark  the  turning  point  in  Korea's  industrial 
development.  Thus,  while .  Korea  has  always  been  primarily  an 
agricultural  country,  its  mineral  wealth  is  becoming  of  great  impor- 
tance, and  as  iron  mines  and  coal  deposits  are  being  developed  the 
exploitation  of  its  mineral  resources  may  reasonably  be  expected 
to  continue. 

In  the  meantime  the  Korean-Japanese  movement,  having  for  its 
object  the  taking  over  of  extensive  areas  of  fertile  government  land 
in  Korea  and  the  utilization  of  tracts  commonly  designated  as  waste 
lands,  is  calculated  to  stimulate  agricultural  and  industrial  pursuits. 
This  movement  will  at  the  same  time  bring  large  numbers  of  Jap- 
anese farmers  to  Korea,  and  it  is  predicted  that  the  Hermit  King- 
dom will  ultimately  be  able  to  export,  particularly  coastwise,  large 
quantities  of  farm  produce  as  well  as  of  manufactured  goods,  fruits, 
and  vegetables. 

Agricultural  experiment  stations  have  demonstrated  that  Korea  is 
well  adapted  to  varied  horticultural  and  agricultural  pursuits.     The 
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culture  of  grapes  on  the  lower  half  of  the  peninsula  promises  to 
develop  into  an  important  industry,  and  the  possibilities  of  silk 
culture  are  very  CTeat.  In  rice,  silk,  cotton,  cattle,  tobacco,  matting, 
and  grass  cloth  Korea,  with  but  slight  systematic  attention  to  their 
culture,  care,  and  manufacture^  would  become  of  much  consequence 
to  the  crop-production  possibUities  of  the  Far  East.  Already  Korea 
produces  some  of  the  beist  varieties  of  rice  in  the  world. 

There  are  waste-land  areas  in  Korea  that  could  doubtless  be 
profitably  cultivated  under  the  dry-farming  process.  Rice  lands  now 
worked  only  as  the  result  of  irrigation  coula  also  be  worked  under  dry- 
farming  methods  should  this  new  departure  be  introduced.  The 
averse  rainfall  is  39.4  inches,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  forests 
have  been  cut  away,  as  in  many  other  parts  of  the  Far  East,  destruc- 
tive floods  usually  follow  the  heavy  rains  of  July  and  August  and  the 
water  is  quickly  carried  off. 

Korea  possesses  lar^e  areas  of  uplands  suitable  for  cattle  raising, 
and  tins  mdustry,  which  is  already  receiving  considerable  attention, 
could  be  developed  rapidly  if  cattle  diseases  were  eradicated.  About 
$300^000  worth  of  live  stock  was  exported  m  1908  and  $25,000  worth 
of  hides  is  exported  annually.  Tne  results  of  experimenting  with 
American  cotton  in  Korea  are  highly  satisfactoiy.  The  crop  pro- 
duced is  double  that  of  native  cotton  in  quantity,  the  expense  of 
raising  it  is  50  per  cent  less,  and  the  prices  offered  for  the  product  are 
much  nigher  than  those  for  the  Korean  variety. 

FOREIGN   TRADE. 

The  total  commerce  in  1908  amounted  to  $31,843,557,  and  of  this 
sum  $4,273,377  represented  specie  and  bullion.  This  aggregate  is 
$1,390,195  less  than  that  in  1907.  The  balance  of  trade  was  against 
Korea,  the  merchandise  imports  exceeding  the  exports  in  1908  by 
$13,455,669.  In  1907  this  excess  of  incoming  trade  was  $11,524,085. 
Exports  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion  exceeded  the  impnorts, 
however,  by  $749,408  in  1908  and  by  $2,006,636  in  1907.  The 
principal  articles  of  merchandise  exported  from  Korea  during  1907 
and  1908,  respectively,  are  shown  in  the  following  comparative 
statement: 


Articles. 


Barley  and  wheat 

Beans,  yellow  and  red. . . . 
Coppery  manofactures  of. . 
Cotton,  raw  and  ginned. . . 

Fertiliiers 

Fish 

Ginseng 


1907. 


$388,723 
228,340 

1,987,826 
30,064 
81,687 


243,019 
601,237 


1906. 


$358,527 
83,377 
1,706,821 
81,424 
51,683 
128,036 
119,335 


Articles. 


Hides 

Ore: 

Gold 

Iron  and  copper. 

P^MT 

Rice 

Seaweed 

Timber  and  planks. . 


$338,264 


32,668 

3,779,263 

6,935 

80,312 


1908. 


$259,468 

22,451 
87,686 
34,226 
3,240,534 
38.306 
72,072 


The  great  decline  in  exports  of  ginseng  from  $601,237  in  1907  to 
the  insimificant  amount  of  $880  in  1908  caused  a  heavy  decrease  in 
the  total  of  export  trade,  and  there  were  additional  losses  of  $538,719 
in  rice  and  $262,005  in  beans. 
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COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 


While  the  export  trade  suffered,  the  total  imports  for  the  year 
showed  a  gratifying  increase.  The  imports  dunng  1907  and  1908 
were  divided  among  the  various  countries  as  follows: 


Country. 


United  States.. 

Austria. 

Beldumi 

Brltlbdi  India.. 

China 

Dutch  Indies.. 

France 

Qermany 

Hawaii 

Hongkong 


1907. 


11,647,779 


12,677 


2,232,848 
9,139 


33,463 


1906. 


Country. 


1907. 


12,006,959 
n,948 
33,321 
11,202 
2,441,198 
63,210 
57,084 
197,347 
11,637 
32,557 


Japan 

Philippine  Islands. . 

Russia. 

Russia,  Asiatic 

Switzerland 

Turkey 

United  Kingdom... 
Other  countries. 


113,681,936 


19,829 
321,657 


2,758,798 


Total. 


a  20, 718, 126 


1906. 


$12,081,454 
33,922 
10,516 
25,830 
35,010 
27,581 
3,390,242 
21,806 


20,512,925 


a  The  figures  for  1907  include  0093,124  for  articles  for  military  use  and  exclude  those  for  reexport. 
TRADE    WrrH   THE    UNFFED  STATES. 

As  appears  in  the  foregoing  table,  the  United  States,  China,  Japan, 
and  the  United  Kingdom  practically  control  the  import  trade  of 
Korea.  The  effort  to  introauce  cheap  oils  into  the  country  has  not 
proven  successful,  and  American  oils  continue  to  hold  the  bulk  of  the 
trade,  notwithstanding  that  other  oils  have  recently  been  placed  with 
Korean  merchants  on  a  credit  basis.  In  the  kerosene  oil  ousiness,  as 
in  the  cigarette  trade,  personal  representation  and  the  carrying  of 
goods  in  stock  ready  for  local  demands  solve  the.  problem  of  com- 
mercial expansion,  as  a  rule. 

Of  approximately  735,000,000  cigarettes  consumed  annually  in 
Korea  a  large  number  contain,  wholly  or  in  part,  American  tobacco. 
The  Japanese  tobacco  monopoly  has  only  slightly  over  50  per  cent  of 
the  total  trade  in  this  line,  with  British-American  interests  holding 

{)ractically  the  balance  of  the  business.  The  latter  have  opened  a 
actory  in  Korea.  In  railway  supplies  America  has  practically  all  of 
the  trade,  the  railways  of  Korea  being  provided  with  American 
locomotives  and  rails.  About  50  per  cent  of  all  cars  and  fixtures  are 
also  of  American  manufacture. 

American  flour  is  well  established  in  Korea  and  larger  quantities 
may  be  sold  from  year  to  year.  This  will  doubtless  be  the  case,  too, 
with  school  furniture  and  supplies,  heating  stoves,  and  household 
necessities  generally.  Because  of  bad  roads  or  no  roads  at  all  auto- 
mobiles are  not  in  demand,  but  there  may  be  a  limited  market  for 
motor  boats  as  the  mining  and  other  industries  are  developed. 

The  development  of  mmes  that  are  near  tide  water  will  open  up  a 
market  for  large  quantities  of  heavy  mining  timber,  and  for  a  con- 
siderable period,  ir  not  permanently,  it  is  probable  that  the  Pacific 
coast  of  America  will  be  able  to  supply  this  demand  as  against  the 
products  of  the  Yalu  River  timber  districts,  either  in  Korea  or  Man- 
churia. The  Kang  Neung  graphite  mines,  the  Chiksan  gold  mines, 
and  the  Sak  Ju  mines  are  all  near  tide  water.  The  operation  of  the 
Kapsan  copper  mines  on  a  large  scale  will  require  a  railway  to  the 
sea,  and  by  this  method  supplies  may  be  hauled  into  the  interior. 

The  princijpal  articles  imported  from  the  United  States,  Hawaii, 
and  the  Philippine  Islands  during  1908  are  given  in  the  following 
table: 
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Articles. 


Beer,  porter,  and  stout. . 
Candles. 


Cigarettes 

Cotton,  manufoctores  of: 

Sheeting 

Sblrtlng,  gray  and  white 

Fish,  salted. 

Flour,  wheat. 

Instruments,  telegraph  and  telephone, 

etc 

Iron  and  steel,  mannfartures  of: 

Galvanized  sheets 


Value. 


11,312 
10,233 
53,094 

19,571 

3,695 

13,604 

186,408 

5,918 

7,775 


Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  manuJiKtures  of— Cont'd. 

Locomotiyes  and  fixtures 

Nails. 

Pipes  and  tubes. 

Rails 

Lumber  and  plank>? 

Oil,  kerosene 

Porcelain  and  earthenware 

Sugar,  brown  and  refined 

AUother  articles.... 

Total 


Value. 


1171,735 

15,043 

3,183 

414,040 

16,340 

684,995 

292 

15,013 

474,609 


2,096,959 


Korean  exports  to  the  United  States  consist  largely  of  concentrates, 
curios,  brass  ware,  and  a  few  tiger,  leopard,  and  sable  skins.  With 
the  development  of  the  mineral  resources  of  the  country-  shipments 
of  mine  products  will  increase,  and  efforts  made  during  the  past  year 
by  American  concerns  warrant  the  beUef  that  larger  quantities  of 
Korean  brass  ware  will  find  a  ready  market  in, the  United  States.. 

TBADE   WITH   OTHER   FOREIGN   COUNTRIES. 

Although  Korea  is  able  to  manufacture  grass  cloth  from  native 
materials,  and  does,  in  fact,  manufacture  large  quantities,  it  imported 
from  China  in  1908  approximately  $800,000  worth  of  this  fabric 
because  China  can  sell  Korea  grass  cloth  more  cheaply  than  Korea, 
with  primitive  methods,  can  manufacture  it.  That  country  is  also 
sending  large  quantities  of  silk  to  Korea,  this  trade  being  stimulated 
during  1908  by  the  depreciation  of  silver.  The  establishment  of 
many  newspapers  throughout  the  Kingdom  has  greatly  increased  the 
sales  of  paper,  and  the  market  shows  an  increasing  demand  for  sugar, 
flour,  cotton  wadding,  kerosene  oil,  and  matches.  Gray  shirting 
and  sheeting  are  not  in  active  demand  at  present.  White  shirting 
from  Shanghai  successfully  competes  With  Japanese  manufactures. 
The  principal  articles  imported  rrom  Japan,  China,  and  the  United 
Kingdom,  respectively,  during  1908  are  snown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 

Japan. 

China. 

United 
Khigdom. 

dcarettes. 

$307,645 
684,645 

149,222- 

5,600 

1,085,731 

812,842 

1,000,890 

5,737 

11,107 

19,966 

5.256 

964 

11,143 

584,175 

562 

74,230 

211 

336,542 

6,924,987 

188,000 
644 

46,385 
6,953 
3,058 

149,916 

^r.^:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

Ri^w,  wnd  wadding 

BAttm. 

194,363 
1,845,520 

Sheetings  and  shirtinra,            

TissaesTother T. 

Yams 

10,779 
257 

136 

Floor,  wheat 

7 

Irao  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Galvanised  sheets 

101,407 
13,553 
24,061 

290,802 

Locomotives  and  fixtures. 

NnlU.    .    ,                       

Pipes  and  tubes 

Rfl^ 

8,673 

T/unib«>r  <&nd  plank" 

235,178 

Oil,  kerosene. 

Salt 

144,293 

281,127 

3,974 

1,620,648 

SilkgauMs 

Busar,  brown  and  refined 

1,556 
859,260 

A  Ifother  article 

Total 

12,021,454 

2,441,198 

3,390,243 
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COMMERCIAL  BELATIONB. 


PATENT  AND  TRADE-MARK   REGULATIONS. 

The  Japanese  system  for  the  protection  of  trade-marks,  designs  and 
patents  was  extended  to  Korea  during  1908,  to  be  effective  after 
August  16.  Under  the  ^reement  bringing  abput  this  new  arrange- 
ment it  is  provided  that  Korean  and  Japanese  su^bjects  and  American 
citizens  possessing  patent,  design  or  trade-mark  nghts  obtained  and 
protected  in  the  United  States  upon  application  shall  receive  the 
same  rights  and  similar  protection  m  Korea,  of  the  same  duration  as 
in  America,  provided  that  the  application  is  made  within  one  year 
after  the  date  on  which  the  new  reflations  went  into  effect.  Patent, 
design  and  trade-mark  rights  obtamed  in  Japan  by  American  citizens 

Erior  to  the  enforcement  of  the  new  regulations  will  be  deemed  to 
ave  acq[uired  protection  in  Korea  for  an  equal  period.  Goods  held 
in  violation  of  patent  rights  thus  obtained  must  be  sold*  within  six 
months  after  the  regulation  becomes  effective. 

It  is  provided  that  the  terms  for  the  exclusive  use  of  patent,  design 
and  trade-mark  rights,  obtained  otherwise  than  as  above  described, 
shall  be  fifteen,  ten,  and  twenty  years,  respectively.  The  fees  for 
application  are  $2.49  for  patents,  $.498  for  designs,  and  $1.49  for 
trade-marks.  The  yearly  fee  for  holding  a  patent  right  is  $4.98, 
increased  by  $2.49  each  three  years.  The  annual  fee  for  a  design 
right  is  $1.49  for  the  first  four  years,  $2.49  for  the  next  three  years, 
and  S3.48  for  the  last  three  years.  There  is  an  annual  fee  of  $14.94 
for  a  trade-mark  right,  to  be  charged  for  each  class  of  goods  upon 
which  it  is  used. 

It  is  evident  from  the  movement  of  freight  traffic  in  Korea  that 
the  port  of  Fusan,  at  the  southern  end  of  tne  peninsula,  is  destined 
gradually  to  divide  honors  with  the  port  of  Chemulpo  on  the  western 
coast  near  Seoul.  This  is  partially  due  to  the  falling  off  of  shipping 
facilities  with  China  and  a  steady  increase  in  trade  accommodations 
at  the  ports  nearest  Japan. 

DECLARED    EXPORTS   TO   THE   UNFTED   STATES. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  Korea  to  the  United  States  in 
the  years  1907  and  1908,  respectively,  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Books 

Brass  ware 

Chests,  cabinets,  and  cash  boxes 

Concentrates  and  slag,  gold 

Curios 

Effects,  personal  and  household 

Embroidery,  native 

Ginseng j 


1007. 

1908.  1' 

1373 

161 

242 

2.129 

518 

406 

11,126 

23,237 

802 

1,311 

.2.862 

653 

30 
113 

39 

Articles. 


Ore,  gold  and  copper 

Skins,  leopard,  bear,  and  sable 


Total 

Returned  American  goods. 


Grand  total. 


1907.         1908. 


IStfO 


S314 


16,322         2g,3M 
197  668 


16,519         29,012 


PERSIA. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 


By  Consul  William  F.  Doty,  Tabriz. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  Persia  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  20, 
1908,  amounted  to  $72,551,495,  against  $78,441,661  in  the  pre- 
vious year,  a  decrease  of  $5,890,166.      The  imports  were  valuea  at 
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$40,843,427  and  the  exports  $31,708,068  for  1908,  against  imports  of 
$43,103,977  and  exports  of  $35,337,684  for  1907.  This  was  a  decrease 
of  $2,260,550  in  imports  and  of  $3,629,616  in  exports. 

The  imports  into  and  the  exports  from  Persia,  oy  countries,  during 
the  fiscal  year  ended  March  20,  1908,  were  as  follows: 


Country. 


United  States 

A^ghantetaa 

Austria-Hungary 

BeMum , 

Bn&ti  India 

British  Empire,  ezolusiye 

of  India 

China 

Egypt 

France  and  oolonies 


Imports. 


Exports. 


$16,487 
432,611 
4S1,7B8 
203,300 
6,803,043 

$165,062 

362,402 

245 

43,004 

1,666,243 

11,108,402 

327 
906,907 

2,001,601 
205,840 
124,234 

1,001,602 

Country. 


Germany 

Italy 

Netherlands  and  oolonies 

Oman 

Russia 

Switserland 

Turkey 

All  other  countries 

Total 


Imports. 


$7U,005 

200,651 

111,216 

218,126 

19,117,188 

79,701 

1,186,301 

11,753 


40,843,427 


Exports. 


$141,734 

1,319,842 

14,849 

306,323 

20,266,156 

4,354 

3,923,480 

1,017 


81,706,068 


IMPORTS   BY   ARTICLES. 

About  73  per  cent  of  the  unports  entered  for  consumption  mto 
Persia  during  the  fiscal  year  1908  consisted  of  cotton  manufactures, 
valued  at  $15,891,396:  sugar,  $9,862,015,  and  tea,  $2,769,186,  a 
total  of  $28,522,597.  There  was  an  increase  of  $697,177  in  the  receipts 
of  cotton  manufactures,  a  decrease  of  $2,974,881  in  sugar,  and  an 
increase  of  $1,066,245  in  tea,  compared  with  1907. 

In  the  foUo^dng  statement  are  shown  the  imports,  by  articles,  for 
the  fiscal  years  ended  March  20,  1907  and  1908: 


Articles. 


Animab 

Animal  products 

BreadstuflB:  i 

Flour 

Wheat,  barley,  etc 

Candles 

Carriages 

Clothing 

Copper  and  nickel 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Textiles 

Thread 

Crockery,  etc 

Drugs  and  <^es 

Enameled  ware. 

Fruits 

Glassware 

Haberdashery 

Hides 

Indigo  and  kermes 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
factures of: 

Ingots 

other 

Leather  goods 

Unen  and  hemp,  manufao- 
turesof: 

Textiles 

Thread 


1907. 


1329,436 
480,807 

641,826 
150,267 

82,641 
125,978 
153,122 

89,626 

14,370,589 
823,630 
183,199 
315,916 
206,725 
175,606 
130,522 
306,578 
313,404 
285,965 


119,412 
607,723 
100,176 


116,266 
250,374 


1906. 


1251,233 
336,158 

594,804 
71,457 

m,755 
66,813 

103,007 

151,741 

14,867,215 
1,024,181 
185,111 
253,099 
99,576 
155,724 
112,457 
345,933 
314,221 
885,161 


147,121 
457,950 
117,594 


72,407 
220,286 


Articles. 


Matches 

Mirrors 

Oil,  kerosene 

Paper 

Pepper  and  curry 

Predous  stones 

Rice 

Rubber  goods 

Silk,  manufactures  of: 

aoth  (mixed) 

Textiles 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tobacco 

Velvet  and  plush 

Wood,buUdtag 

Wool,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Textiles 

Other,  Including  cot- 
ton, mixed 

All  other  articles 


Total 

Bullion  and  coin: 

Coin 

Gold  and  silver. , 


Grand  total. 


118,521 
736,835 
121,832 
275,998 
26,070 
282,776 
122,206 

3n,346 
136,240 
12,836,896 
1,702,941 
203,647 
160,413 
169,940 

506,061 
1,065,157 

589-,  913 
2,270,019 


42,479,981 

606,561 
15,435 


1906. 


1233,765 


601,790 
142.415 
312.598 
182,465 
315,501 
107,836 

223,207 
56,408 
9,862,015 
2,769,186 
196,569 
155,916 
144,260 

310,566 
529,821 

393,141 
1,961,865 


38,944,417 

905,210 
993,800 


43,103.977  40,843,427 


DECLINE   IN   PERSIAN   SALES. 


The  largest  single  item  of  export  from  Persia  during  the  fiscal  year 
1908  was  fruit,  valued  at  $4,633,240.  This  was  followed  by  raw 
cotton,    worth    $4,508,820;    carpets    and    rugs,    $2,928,391;    fish. 
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$2,458,818;  cocoons,  $2,454,727^  and  rice,  $2,400,044.  The  greatest 
decrease  was  shown  in  the  shipments  of  carpets  and  rugs,  which 
declined  $1,915,843  from  the  previous  fiscal  year. 

The  leading  articles  of  export  for  the  fiiscal  years  1907  and  1908 
are  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 


Animals,  live 

Breadstufb 

Carpets  and  rugs 

Cotton,  and  manufsctores 
of: 

Raw 

Cloth 

Drugs  and  dyes 

Fbh 

Fruit 

Gum 

Hides  and  skins 

Opium 

Oxide  of  iron 

Precious  stones 

Rice 


1907. 


9561,641 

310,252 

4,844,234 


4,668,aa8 

4S7,840 

415,866 

3,217,309 

5.502,965 

1,588,886 

1,715,115 

1,481,151 

75.000 

245,237 

2,551,786 


1906. 


S650.384 

796,230 

2,928.391 


4.506,820 

376,300 

423,866 

2,458,818 

4,633,240 

962,823 

1,636,574 

1,692,029 

116. 100 

199.782 

2,400,044 


Articles. 


Silk,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Cloth 

Cocoons 

Tobacco 

Wood,  building,  etc 

Wool,and  manufactures  of; 

Raw 

Cloth 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Coin,  gold  and  silver 

Grand  total 


1907. 


$421,964 
528,567 

1,284,820 
228,581 
286,582 

1,492,757 

252,497 

1,451,512 


33,608,558 
1,729,126 


35,337,664 


1906. 


$206,783 

517,588 

2,454,727 

181,872 

309,596 

1,207,831 

233,614 

1,292,091 


30,197,511 
1,510,557 


31,708,066 


The  imports  into  Persia  from  the  United  States  direct  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  March  20,  1908,  were  valued  at  $16,437,  and  consisted  of 
the  following  principal  articles:  Kerosene  oil,  worth  $9,655;  haber- 
dashery, $2,612;  furniture,  $1,454;  books,  magazines,  etc.,  $680; 
clothing,  $238,  and  dru^,  $406. 

The  exports  to  the  Umted  States  direct  for  the  fiscal  year  amounted 
to  $155,062,  the  leading  items  being  as  follows:  Gum,  valued  at 
$63,028;  carpets  and  rugs,  $49,369;  opium,  $28,853;  fruits  and  nuts, 
$12,046,  and  tobacco,  $605. 

TRADE   OP   AZAIRBAIDJAN   PROVINCE. 

Russia  and  Turkey  (Asia  Minor),  by  virtue  of  their  proximity  to 
Azairbaidjan,  in  the  extreme  northwestern  section  of  Persia,  control 
the  commerce  of  that  quarter.  From  Tiflis  the  railway  runs  to 
Eh'ulfa  on  the  Persian  frontier,  about  80  miles  from  Tabriz,  the  capital 
of  the  Province.  From  Djulfa  the  road  constructed  by  the  Russian 
Government  is  an  excellent  one.  The  great  caravan  route  from 
Trebizond,  on  the  Black  Sea,  which  passes' through  Erzeroum  and 
Van,  crosses  the  Persian  frontier  near  Moimt  Ararat,  not  far  from 
Khoi,  thence  to  Tabriz,  600  miles  by  the  most  direct  course.  The 
imports  from  European  countries  other  than  Russia  pass  over  the 
Trebizond  route  generally,  despite  long  delays. 

A  new  order  of  things  will  probably  er^  long  be  established,  when 
a  railway  is  built  by  American  and  German  capital  from  Trebizond 
to  Kara  Kalisa,  on  the  Persian  frontier,  a  project  likely  to  reach  ful- 
fillment about  two  years  hence.  There  appears  to  be  good  ground 
for  supposing  that  British  capital  will  cooperate  with  a  Russian  plan 
about  one  year  hence  to  construct  a  railway  from  Djulfa,  on  the 
Russian  frontier,  to  Tabriz,  and  thence  down  by  way  of  Souj  Bulak 
to  Hamadan  to  Isphahan  and  possibly  across  the  Turkish  frontier 
to  a  point  near  the  Persian  Mohammerah  to  connect  with  the  Per- 
sian uidf . 

Russia  sends  a  large  quantity  of  piece  goods  and  textiles,  sugar, 
wagons  and  carriages,  and  petroleimi  into  Persia,  while  it  takes  a 
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great  proportion  of  carpets  and  rugs,  almonds,  and  other  nuts,  cotton, 
wool,  dried  fruits,  and  nides.  Turkey  buys  carpets  to  a  large  extent, 
although  most  of  them  are  reshipped  to  other  coimtries.  Many 
articles,  attributed  to  Turkey  as  imports,  are  from  other  countries 
also.  Tobacco  of  a  fine  grade  is  largely  imported  from  Asia  Minor. 
Tabriz,  the  point  of  distribution  for  a  large  section  of  Azairbaidjan, 
is  a'  city  of  about  250,000  population,  situated  in  a  wide  plain,  well 
placed  for  purposes  of  irrigation,  surroimded  by  gardens  and  wheat 
nelds.  It  nas  bright  prospects  in  commercial  matters.  Khoi,  in 
the  extreme  northwestern  part,  is  a  trade  center  of  importance, 
having  a  population  of  about  40,000,  and  has  a  custom-house. 
Urumia  and  Salmas  Plain  to  the  south  are  garden  sections.  There 
are  other  cities,  such  as  Marend,  on  the  Russian  road,  40  miles  from 
Djulfa,  in  a  prosperous  quarter;  Maragha,  south  of  Lake  Urumia,  in 
the  section  where  the  best  raisins  are  cured,  and  Ardabele,  in  the 
East.  In  most  of  these  centers  American  sewing  machines  are  for 
sale  through  Russian  agents  whose  headquarters  are  at  Tiflis.  Ameri- 
can tools  are  much  prized,  but  rarely  obtainable.  There  is  a  fine 
opportunity  for  a  few  American  mercantile  firms  at  Tabriz  and  else- 
where in  this  region  to  handle  a  general  assortment  of  shoes  and 
leather,  printed  goods,  and  hardware.  A  German  firm  is  about  to 
establish  a  silk  factory  at  Tabriz,  and  also  has  a  repair  shop  to  put 
together  goods  sent  * 'knock-down,'*  and  to  make  stockings  and 
nuttens,  and  to  sell  drugs,  etc.  The  United  States  buys  carpets 
and  rugs  to  the  extent  of  about  $150,000  per  year  from  Tabriz, 
which  are  included  in  the  exports  to  Russia. 

TIBHZIRAX. 

By  Consular  Agent  John  Tyler. 

The  conditions  which  prevailed  in  Teheran  during  1908  had  a 
serious  effect  on  the  trade  and  industries  of  the  city  and  district. 
The  bazaar  and  other  centers  of  commercial  activity  were  entirely 
closed  for  nearly  five  months  and  with  the  exception  of  the  sales  of 
the  bare  necessities  of  life  no  business  of  any  kind  was  transacted. 

This  interruption  to  the  ordinary  channels  of  trade  not  only  pre- 
vented the  carrying  on  of  traffic,  out  threw  half  the  population  of 
Teheran  out  of  employment,  and  they  had  to  exist  on  their  savings, 
on  charity,  or  on  loans  of  money  lenders.  The  economic  condition 
of  the  country  was  so  disturbea  that  it  may  take  a  long  time  to 
recover  its  normal  state. 

In  surveying  such  a  period  of  depression  in  the  business  of  the 
nation  one  naturally  inquires,  What  has  been  the  effect  on  American 
trade  with  Persia?  This,  no  doubt,  is  what  concerns  American  inter- 
ests to  a  much  greater  extent  than  the  internal  problem.  It  is 
regrettable  that  so  far  the  commercial  status  between  Persia  and  the 
United  States  is  in  its  infancy. 

This  is  more  surprising  when  it  is  considered  that  in  the  missionary 
sphere  a  close  connection  has  existed  between  the  two  countries  for 
nearly  eighty  years.  It  is  a  proverbial  saying  that  trade  follows 
missionary  enterprise,  yet  in  all  this  time  no  serious  attempt  has 
been  made  to  introduce  American  goods  into  the  Persian  market. 
In  this  case  it  is  doubtless  the  exception  to  the  rule.  Moreover,  it  is 
highly  probable  that  if  trade  had  taken  advantage  of  the  open  door 
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granted  to  the  mission  the  former  would  have  profited.  The  writer 
as  frequently  heard  both  the  rulers  and  their  ministers  express  the 
wish  for  extended  commercial  relations  between  the  two  countries, 
especially  as  no  questions  beyond  the  pale  of  commerce  would  be 
likely  to  interfere  with  the  peaceful  development  of  friendly  compe- 
tition. 

American  merchants  continually;  and  perseveringly  ask  for  every 
particular  of  what  grows  in  Persia,  its  mineral  products,  cost  of  trans- 
portation, and  many  other  questions,  and  tnere  the  matter  ends. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  silver  for  the  Persian  coinage  is  the  product 
of  American  mines,  but  is  largelv  purchased  in  England.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  the  imports  consist  of  cneap  clocks,  lamps,  stoves,  drugs, 
and  canned  goods,  but  none  in  such  quantities  as  would  induce  pur- 
chasers to  ask  for  them  in  preference  to  others.  If  American  goods 
can  compete  on  equal  terms  with  those  of  European  manufacture  in 
their  own  countries,  there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  stand 
the  test  in  Persia.  It  should  be  always  borne  in  mind  that  heavy 
machinery  under  the  present  means  of  transportation  (camels  and 
mules)  can  not  safely  and  profitably  be  imported. 

EXPORTS   TO  THE   UNFTED   STATES. 

In  the  matter  of  exports  from  Persia  the  shipments  to  the  United 
States  present  a  better  appearance.  Directly  or  indirectly,  the 
United  States  is  probably  a  greater  market  for  Persian  carpets  and 
ru^  than  any  country  in  the  world. 

EKiring  1908  the  invoices  of  carpets  at  Teheran  to  the  United  States 
amounted  to  $78,930,  or  more  than  double  that  of  any  previous  year. 
This  increase  was  entirely  due  to  an  American  company  which  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year  established  additional  agencies  at  Kerman 
and  Hamadan.  There  are  also  shipped  to  the  United  States  gum 
tragacanth,  dried  fruits,  licorice  root,  and  wool.  The  turquoise  gem 
of  the  finer  and  more  delicate  shades  from  the  mines  at  Nichapoor, 
and  pearls  from  the  Persian  Gulf  find  their  way  to  New  York  and 
other  cities,  but  chiefly  if  not  entirely  through  the  intermediary  of 
English  and  French  commercial  houses. 

Opium  is  grown  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  Provinces  of  Ispa- 
han, Yezd,  Kerman,  and  Fars.  After  providing  for  domestic  con- 
sumption the  remainder  is  shipped  to  Chma. 

The  new  era  which  seems  to  be  dawning  for  Persia  should  give  a 
stimulus  to  its  industries  and  open  up  fresh  avenues  for  manufactur- 
ing and  commercial  enterprises,  which  should  induce  American  capi- 
tal and  scientific  skill  to  enter  into  competition  with  other  countries. 

RUSSIA  IN  ASIA. 

REVIEW  OP  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul  Lester  Matnard,  Vladivostok. 

In  1803  the  first  Siberian  commercial  expedition  was  sent  to  Alaska 
with  a  cargo  of  Russian  goods  to  be  traded  for  furs,  with  instructions 
to  sell  the  pelts  in  China  and  to  bring  Chinese  goods  to  Kronstadt. 
From  that  beginning  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  Pri-Amur  district, 
or  what  might  be  termed  Eastern  Siberia  or  the  Russian  Far  East, 
has  grown  until  in  1908  the  total  trade  of  the  port  of  Vladivostok 
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with  countries  other  than  Russia  itself  amounted  to  656,296,708 
pounds  avoirdupois,  390,769,397  pounds  of  this  total  representing 
imports  ajad  265,527,311  exports. 

The  district  is  mountainous  with  the  exception  of  the  southern  part, 
which  is  mostly  plains  and  low  hills.  The  mountains  in  the  north 
are  heavily  timbered  and  their  valleys  form  good  pasture  land,  espe- 
cially in  the  valleys  of  the  Zeya  and  Bureva  nvers.  Habarofsk, 
which  is  situated  in  the  Maritime  Province,  nas  been  the  capital  of 
the  entire  Pri-Amur  district  since  1884^  and  the  residence  of  the  gover- 
nor-general. Vladivostok  is  the  capital  of  the  Maritime  Province, 
whidi  occupies  the  eastern  coast  of  Asiatic  Russia,  extending  from  the 
Korean  frontier  to  the  Arctic  Ocean.  The  area  of  this  Province  is 
approximately  744,000  square  miles,  varying  in  width  from  40  miles 
along  the  shores  of  the  Okhotsk  Sea  to  700  miles  in  Kamchatka, 
with  a  coast  line  about  8,000  miles  in  length. 

OCCUPATIONS — MINING  AND-MINEBALS. 

Agriculture  is  the  chief  industry  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Prov- 
ince, more  particularly  in  the  South-Ussuri  district  and  in  the;  terri- 
tory of  the  Ussuri  Cossacks.  The  area  within  the  boundary  of  the 
rivers  Ussuri  and  Amur,  Tartar  Strait  and  the  Japan  Sea  is  about 
81,000,000  acres.  Of  this  total  7,431,067  acres  are  peasants' 
land,  1,757,201  acres  Cossack  land,  55,547  acres  Church  land, 
46,352  acres  belong  to  private  individuals,  41.218  acres  are  farms, 
and  4,050,000  acres  of  new  land  were  surveyed,  for  colonization  pur- 
poses during  1907.  In  the  Maritime  Province  in  1907,  341,010  acres 
were  planted  in  grain,  the  total  crop  being  232,308,496  pounds.  Of 
this  amount  82,526,754  pounds  of  wheat  were  produced  on  120,906 
acres  of  land,  87,279,093  pounds  of  oats  from  122,580  acres,  and 
26,908,857  pounds  of  buckwheat  from  43,119  acres.  In  1908  there 
were  410,708  acres  planted  in  grain  in  Amur  Province,  producing  a 
total  of  454,360,025  pounds.  Of  this  amount  227,739,895  pounds 
of  oats  were  producea  on  195,483  acres  of  land,  212,573,469  pounds 
of  winter  wheat  on  193,287  acres,  and  9,444,498  pounds  of  spring 
wheat  on  11,077  acres. 

In  the  Uda  and  Habarofsk  districts  fishing  is  by  far  the  most  impor- 
tant industry,  and  is  carried  on  along  all  the  coast  and  in  most  of  the 
rivers,  though  more  particularly  in  the  Amur  River.  Hunting  for  furs 
is  pureued  tnroughout  the  whole  northern  region,  the  himters  being 
the  Giliaks,  Aracnons,  and  Tunguz,  who  still  pay  their  taxes  to  the 
Russian  Government  in  furs,  skms,  and  whalebone. 

Gold  is  the  principal  mineral  worked,  and  is  to  be  found  almost 
everywhere.  It  is  usually  mined  on  a  small  scale  by  prospectors, 
and  there  are  few  large  companies  operating.  Placer  mimng  pre- 
dominates, but  for  centuries  tne  Chinese  have  prospected  this  coun- 
try, with  the  result  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  alluvial  gold  in  the  more 
tmckly  populated  districts.  Iron  is  found  near  Olga  Bay  and  Haba- 
rofsk. oilver  and  zinc  are  also  to  be  found  near  this  bay  and  on  the 
river  Tituhey.  Copper  is  known  to  exist  south  of  Vladivostok. 
Platinum  is  found,  Dut  not  mined,  near  Habarofsk.  Asbestos  of  a 
poor  quality  is  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Nikolsk.  White  marble  and 
nre  clay  exist  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Maritime  Province.  Ala- 
baster (gypsum)  is  found  in  large  quantities  at  Spasskoe  and  Haba- 
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rofsk.  At  the  fonner  place  a  modem  cement  factory  has  been  built, 
in  which  German  macninery  of  American  design  has  been  installed^ 
and  it  is  reported  that  a  stock  company  will  soon  build  a  cement  fac- 
tory at  Habarofsk. 

NUMEROUS   COAL  DEPOSITS. 

Coal  is  found  in  many  parts  of  the  Province.  In  the  south  it  is 
young  and  soft  and  brown  in  color.  The  coal  found  on  the  island  of 
Sakhalin  is  claimed  to  be  equal  to  Cardiff.  Hard  coal  is  dso  found  on 
Amur  Bay  about  12  miles  from  Vladivostok,  and  on  the  Mongu^ai 
and  Suchan  rivers.  The  Suchan  mine  is  the  property  of  the  Russian 
Goverimient,  and  a  railway  has  been  constructed  to  transport  its 
coal  to  the  Chinese  Eastern  Railroad  and  to  Vladivostok. 

As  Vladivostok  is  a  small  market  and  is  still  supplied  with  cheap 
firewood  for  fuel,  no  great  amount  of  development  has  taken  place  in 
the  mines  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city,  but  as  the  price  of  firewood  has 
advanced  since  the  Russo-Japanese  war,  and  as  the  demand  is  increas- 
ing and  the  supply  decreasing,  coal  from  the  neighboring  mines  will 
gradually  come  into  more  general  use.  The  Thirtieth  Verst  mine, 
which  is  situated  about  20  miles  north  of  Vladivostok  on  the  Ussuri 
Railway,  has  been  operated  for  about  10  years.  It  has  the  thickest 
and  largest  deposit  in  the  district,  the  product  being  a  lignite  which 
lies  in  veins  in  a  clay  formation,  which  can  be  worked  with  only  a  pick. 
The  Podgorodny  mme  is  about  18  miles  from  the  city,  on  the  same  line 
of  railroad,  and  produces  bituminous  coal  of  a  good  grade.  The 
Retchnoi  group  or  mines  re(]^uires  blasting,  the  product  being  a  high- 
grade  ligmte,  and  the  operation  of  the  Sui-Fun  mine,  which  is  located 
about  5  miles  from  Nikolsk,  near  the  Sui-Fun  River,  is  bsidly  handi- 
capped by  a  lack  of  transportation  facilities. 

On  the  western  shore  of  Amur  Bay,  near  Bogoslavka  village,  is 
located  the  Mongugai  mine,  which  is  estimated  to  contain  l,80lo,0OO 
tons  of  coal,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  veins  extend  over  the  Manchu- 
rian  frontier.  It  is  claimed  that  the  coal  is  superior  to  any  other  coal 
in  the  Maritime  Province,  and  resembles  Cardiff.  Little  develop- 
ment work  has  been  done,  but  with  a  railway  connecting  it  with  Amur 
Bay  and  the  construction  of  loading  facihties  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mongugai  River,  the  mine  would  be  in  a  position  to  supply  Vladivo- 
stok with  cheap  and  good  bunker  coal,  ana  probably  be  able  to  supply 
the  navy. 

The  Suchan  mine^  located  on  the  Suchan  River,  about  30  miles 
from  America  Bay,  is  the  only  one  that  has  been  developed  to  any 
great  extent,  the  coal  being  a  semianthracite.  During  the  war  about 
$1,000,000  was  spent  in  connecting  the  mine  with  the  Ussuri  Rail- 
way, sinking  shafts,  and  purchasing  machinery.  The  Bogorodsky 
mine,  located  within  the  city  Umits  of  Nikolsk  is  the  most  recent  dis- 
covery of  coal  deposits  in  the  Maritime  Province,  havii^  been  dis- 
covered in  1908.  Up  to  the  present,  only  the  surface  vein  has  been 
worked  and  only  by  the  digging  of  an  open  ditch,  but  the  coal  has 
gained  so  much  in  popular  favor  that  it  is  practically  the  only  coal 
used  in  Nikolsk,  ana  it  is  predicted  that,  if  properly  worked,  this  mine 
will  be  able  to  supply  the  Ussuri  Railway. 

Coal  is  found  in  many  parts  of  Sakhalm  Island,  but  the  principal 
mines  are  located  on  the  western  shore  within  a  radius  of  a  few  mues 
of  Post  Alexandrofsk.     They  may  be   divided   into   four  groups: 
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Mgatchi,  Vladimir,  Alexandrofsk,  and  Due,  and  are  all  situated  near 
the  coast,  but  are  handicapped  by  a  lack  of  harbors.  The  present 
situation  of  the  coal  industry  on  SakhaUn  Island  is  most  unsettled. 
After  the  Russo-Japanese  war  the  penal  colony  was  abolished,  but 
the  mines  are  still  in  the  hands  of  the  administration,  and  the  St. 
Petersburg  authorities  have  not  announced  their  future  course  in 
regard  to  the  deposits.  In  all  probability,  however,  the  Government 
wm  open  the  mines  to  private  enterprise,  in  which  case  foreigners  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  exploit  them. 

PETROLEUM   DEPOSITS — FISHERIES. 

Oil  and  naphtha  are  found  in  very  large  quantities  on  the  island 
of  Sakhalin,  and  recent  discoveries  show  the  existence  of  oil  on  the 
northeastern  shore  of  Lake  Baikal.  In  Sakhalin,  it  is  foimd  princi- 
pally along  the  eastern  coast.  In  the  southern  part  of  the  island 
fishermen  have  been  limited  in  the  depth  of  the  pits  they  dig  by 
the  presence  of  naphtha.  Whether  the  oil  exists  in  commercial 
quantities  has  never  been  demonstrated.  As  far  as  is  generally 
known,  no  deep  borii^  has  been  made  in  any  part  of  the  island. 
Based  on  the  supposition  that  the  geological  formation  is  similar  to 
that  of  the  oil  fields  of  Japan,  deep  Doring  should  prove  that  oil  can 
be  found  in  paying  Quantities,  ana  the  fact  that  the  oil  fields  are  so 
near  the  coast  would  make  Sakhalin  an  important  factor  in  the 
world's  oil  trade. 

Fish  is  one  of  the  main  foods  of  the  population  of  the  Maritime 
Province,  and  the  fisheries  may  be  divided  into  two  classes — the  Amur 
River  system,  and  the  fisheries  of  Sakhalin  and  Kamchatka.  On 
the  Amur  River,  where  salmon  runs  occur  twice  a  year,  the  natives 
by  working  five  days  each  run  can  earn  enough  to  pay  their  taxes  and 
living  expenses  during  the  balance  of  the  year,  and  this  fact  tends  to 
retard  the  development  of  the  region.  Until  recently  the  methods 
of  salting  and  curing  the  fish  were  most  primitive,  and  inferior 
Chinese  and  Japanese  salt  was  used,  to  the  detriment  of  the  industry, 
for  the  fish  deteriorated  so  rapidly  that  exportation  was  almost 
impossible.  Up  to  within  the  last  few  years  red  (salmon)  caviar 
was  not  considered  good  for  human  consumption,  and  the  eating  of 
salmon  was  deemed  dangerous.  Latterly,  better  methods  have  been 
employed  and  German  and  Russian  mountain  salt  has  been  used,  with 
the  result  that  Siberian  salmon  and  salmon  caviar  are  used  throughout 
Siberia,  and  find  a  good  market  in  European  Russia  and  other 
countries  of  the  Continent.  The  fisheries  of  Sakhalin  and  Kamchatka 
have  also  suffered  from  the  same  drawbacks,  most  of  the  fish  from 
this  region  being  exported  to  Japan  and  used  as  fertilizer. 

Whaling  is  at  a  standstill  at  present.  Herring  fisheries  have  been 
started  in  Amur  Bay  near  Vladivostok,  and  shipments  have  been 
sent  to  Japan  during  the  past  two  years.  In  Straylock  Bay,  about  100 
miles  from  Vladivostok,  a  cannery  for  salmon,  trout,  and  herring 
has  been  in  operation  for  about  two  years,  and  has  proven  most  suc- 
cessful. Sea  cabbage  G^ale)  is  gathered  along  the  coast  from  Askold 
Island  to  Vladimir  Bay,  and  exported  to  CSiina,  and  to  this  same 
country  is  also  shipped  the  trepang  collected  in  Peter  the  Great  Bay. 
Ovsters  are  boiled  down  and  made  into  a  9auce  similar  to  soy,  called 
*'ho-yow,"  and  exported,  and  shrimps  are  treated  in  the  same 
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manner.  Seal  hunting  is  a  government  monopoly  and  the  rights 
are  leased  to  private  parties.  Walrus  and  otner  sea  animals  are 
himted  by  the  natives,  out  not  as  a  regular  industry. 

world's  sable  supply. 

The  Maritime  Province  is  the  chief  source  of  supply  for  the  sable 
markets  of  the  world.  The  best  skins  come  from  the  Udskoi  sub- 
district  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  Amur  River,  but  sables  are 
found  as  far  south  as  Tourney  Bay.  Compared  with  tKe  Manchu- 
rian  sable,  the  Siberian  animal  is  darker  and  smaller,  and  has  the 
brownish  silver  color  so  much  in  demand  in  the  American  and  Euro- 
pean markets.  All  the  skins  are  shipped  to  Europe.  Sables  are 
also  found  in  Kamchatka  and  on  Sakhalin  Island,  and,  in  fact,  in 
almost  all  parts  of  eastern  Siberia.  Due  to  the  increase  in  popula- 
tion and  the  frequency  of  forest  fires,  the  sable  is  bein^  driven  farther 
into  the  wildest  portions  of  the  country,  and  trapping  is  becoming 
more  difficult.  The  trapping  is  done  exclusively  by  natives,  and 
the  price  of  the  pelts  varies  greatly,  being  governed  by  the  demand. 
The  price  on  the  Amur  River,  in  the  vicinity  of  Habarofsk,  is  from 
$15  to  $30  per  skin;  in  the  Udskoi  subdistrict  it  is  from  $35  to  $75, 
and  occasionally,  for  fine  skins,  $150,  but  sable  is  usuallv  obtained 
from  the  natives  by  trading.  Firms  in  Habarofsk  and  Nikolaiefsk 
send  sleighs  laden  with  general  merchandise,  which  is  exchanged  for 
furs.  The  same  system  applies  to  Kamchatka,  except  timt  the 
trading  is  done  by  boats,  and  from  the  latter  place  many  of  the  pelts 
are  acquired  by  Americans.  Due  to  the  southern  movement  of  the 
ice,  boats  from  the  south  can  not  reach  Kamchatka,  but  boats  from 
Alaska  can  enter  the  clear  water  immediately  south  of  the  shore,  and 
in  this  way  traders  from  America  have  a  big  advantage  over  the 
traders  from  the  south.  Sables  collected  by  the  Government  as  taxes 
from  the  natives  are  sold  at  pubUc  auction  in  Petropavlosk  and 
Vladivostok. 

GREAT   VARIETY   OF  FURS. 

Beaver  are  found  only  in  Kamchatka,  and  they  are  commercially 
designated  as  '^Kamchatka  beaver."  The  numb»er  of  these  animal 
known  to  exist  is  small^  and  they  are  carefully  guarded  by  Russian 
officials.  The  kill  is  limited,  and  public^auction  sales  take  place  twice 
a  year  in  Vladivostok.  Only  three  skins  were  sold  at  the  last  sale, 
brmging  about  $200,  $425,  and  $700,  respectively.  Foxes  of  many 
varieties  are  found  throughout  eastern  Siberia.  The  skins  of  the 
blue  fox  bring  from  $125  to  $225  each;  gray  fox  skins  average  be- 
tween $20  and  $25  each;  the  ordinarv  red  fox  skins,  sell  for  $3  to  $6 
each,  and  that  of  the  arctic  or  white  fox  is  worth  about  the  same  price 
as  the  red.  The  skin  of  the  blue  arctic  fox  is  extremely  rare  and 
brings  fancy  prices. 

T^ers  are  found  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Maritime  Province,  and 
in  size  and  strength,  and  thickness  of  fur,  they  are  far  superior  to  the 
Malay  or  Indian  tiger.  The  tiger  is  hunted  entirely  by  Kussians,  as 
the  religious  beliefs  of  the  natives  prevent  them  from  himting  these 
animals.  The  skins  are  worth  from  $75  to  $150  each.  Skunk,  musk- 
rat,  marten,  musk  ox,  riutten,  badger,  squirrel,  deer,  moose,  reindeer, 
wolf,  bear,  mountain  sheep,  and  wild  boar  are  found  in  various  parts 
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of  eastern  Siberia.  Pheasant,  woodcock,  wild  duck,  wild  goose,  snipe, 
grouse,  wood  hen,  and  partridge  are  found  in  great  numbers  in  tnis 
section  of  A^tic  Russia. 

TBANSPOETATION — TELEGRAPH   LINES — BANKING. 

The  Russian  Volunteer  Fleet  maintains  a  subsidized  weekly  steamer 
service  between -Vladivostok,  Nagasaki,  and  Shanghai,  ana  a  semi- 
weekly  service  to  Tsuruga,  Japan.  In  addition  to  this,  the  Osaka 
Shosen  Kaisha  also  maintains  a  weekly  service  to  Tsuruga.  The  Rus- 
sian Volunteer  Fleet  has  a  spring  and  sunmier  service  to  northern 
ports  of  Siberia  and  to  Nome,  ^aska,  and  regular  communication 
with  Odessa.  The  Danish  and  Russian  East  Asiatic  Company  main- 
tains a  service  between  Vladivostok  and  Baltic  ports,  and  the  Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha  has  a  line  between  Kobe  and  Vladivostok  via  Korean 
ports;  and  numerous  small  boats  engage  in  coasting  service  between 
Sakhalin,  Kamchatka,  and  Chinese  narbors.  Regular  steamship 
lines  are  also  operated  on  the  principal  rivers,  particularly  on  the 
Amur,  connectinyg  Nikolaiefsk,  Habarofsk,  Blagoveschensk,  Stretensk, 
Harbin,  and  various  small  towns. 

The  main  line  of  the  Ussuri  Railroad  runs  from  Vladivostok  to 
Habarofsk,  and  from  Nikolsk  a  branch  line  connects  with  the  Chinese 
Eastern  Railway  at  Pograneetchnaia,  and  this  and  connecting  lines 
through  to  Moscow  ana  St.  Petersburg  are  generally  known  as  the 
Great  Trans-Siberian  Railway.  During  1907,  275.09  miles  of  new 
wagon  roads  were  built  in  the  Province — 50.51  miles  in  the  Habarofsk 
district,  145.45  miles  in  the  Iman  district,  70.27  in  the  Anuchinsky 
district,  7.09  in  the  Nikolsk-Ussurisky  district,  and  11.77  miles  of 
coast  roads. 

In  1907  the  revenues  of  the  post  and  telegraph  offices  in  the  Mari- 
time Province  were  $593,320,  and  the  expenditures,  $210,819.  There 
were  109  post-offices  established  and  21  branch  post  and  telegraph 
offices,  and  9  branch  telegraph  offices.  In  addition,  16  offices  were 
temporarily  established  at  railway  stations  and  administrative  offices. 
There  are  at  present  5  wireless  stations  connecting  Habarofsk  and 
Vladivostok,  and  1  Marconi  station  at  the  navy-vard. 

The  construction  of  the  different  railways  and  government  works 
has  scattered  considerable  wealth  over  the  country,  but  the  natural 
resources  are  still  in  an  imdeveloped  state,  and  this  part  of  the  Rus- 
sian Empire  is  too  young,  comparatively  speaking,  to  have  made  pos- 
sible the  amassing  of  great  private  fortimes.  It  is  only  recently  that 
local  enterprises  have  been  started.  For  many  years  the  Kusso- 
Chinese  Bank  was  a  dominant  factor  in  Russian  Far  Eastern  affairs, 
but  in  1907  the  financial  control  became  more  general,  and  the  Sibe- 
rian Bank  opened  a  branch  in  Vladivostok.  During  1908  local  and 
mutual-credit  banks  were  opened,  and  it  is  intended  to  open  others  in 
neighboring  cities. 

TRADE  AND  CREDIT  SYSTEM — MANUFACTURING. 

The  long-credit  system  is  employed  throughout  eastern  Siberia,  and 
Moscow  and  Lodz  merchants  sell  goods  on  from  six  to  nine  months' 
credit,  and  even  twelve  months,  against  bills  of  exchange.  These  bills 
have  the  shipping  documents  attached,  which  are  surrendered  upon 
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acceptance,  the  draft  being  discounted  bv  the  local  banks  b\it,  as  a 
rule,  for  not  longer  than  six  months.  Bills  so  discounted  are  usually 
rediscounted  by  the  branch  of  the  Imperial  Bank.  Bills  not  paid 
upon  maturity  are  protested  in  the  usual  manner  through  a  notary 
pubUc,  and  credit  with  all  banks  ceases  for  the  defaulter.  This  sys- 
tem is  followed  by  the  foreign  firms  trading  here,  and  more  particu- 
larly by  the  Germans.  In  dealing  with  American  firms  it  is  almost 
invariably  the  custom  for  the  American  exporter  to  insist  upon  a 
bank  credit  being  established,  with  delivery  of  documents  upon  paj- 
ment.  This  system  has  shown  good  results,  and  during  the  financial 
depression  of  1907  and  1908,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  there  were  no 
failures  of  any  importance. 

In  1907  there  were  1,104  manufacturing  establishments  in  the 
Maritime  Province,  employing  5,444  men,  144  of  these  industries  being 
located  in  Vladivostok  and  employing  1.890  workmen.  The  most 
important  enterprises  were  2  sawnuUs,  2  brick  factories,  7  breweries 
(including  3  Chmese),  10  printing  offices,  2  machine  shops,  and  1 
glass  works.  The  total  turnover  of  all  the  manufacturing  establish- 
ments in  the  Province  was  registered  at  $2,149,259,  of  which  sum 
$1,298,511  was  the  turnover  for  Vladivostok.  There  are  numerous 
small  flour  mills,  83  of  which  use  steam  power,  but  all  are  so  small 
that  they  interfere  very  Uttle  with  the  importation  of  American  flour. 
The  timber  industry  offers  great  promise  throughout  the  entire  dis- 
trict, but  up  to  the  present  time  uttle  has  been  done  to  develop  the 
forest  resources. 

REVENUES  AND  EXPENDrTURES — CLIMATE  AND  POPULATION. 

In  1907  the  revenues  of  the  Maritime  Province  amounted  to 
$247,008,  and  the  expenditures  to  $120,304,  leaving  a  balance  on 
hand  on  January  1,  1908,  of  $126,704,  a  gain  of  some  $2,000  over  the 
year  previous.  To  this  total  of  $247,008  revenue,  trading  licenses 
contributed  $15,965;  liquor  licenses,  $23,480;  real  estate  taxes, 
$12,488,  and  government  lands  and  forests,  $16,778. 

Winter  in  tnis  part  of  the  Russian  Far  East  is  extremely  cold  and 
dry,  with  no  rain  and  little  snow.  The  bays  are  entirely  frozen  over, 
Vladivostok  harbor  is  kept  open  by  two  ice  breakers,  and  the  ground 
is  bare  and  frozen.  The  summer  is  hot  and  damp,  and  is  excellent 
growing  weather,  but  the  season  for  crops  is  short.  The  meteorol(^- 
ical  returns  for  ten  years,  from  1894  to  1903,  inclusive,  give  the  aver- 
age barometer  reading  as  29.926  inches;  average  temperature,  mini- 
mum 16.72  degrees  Fahrenheit,  maximum  67.25  degrees,  mean  41.98 
degrees;  average  humidity,  74i  per  cent  of  saturation;  total  average 
rauifall,  25.704  inches.  The  total  number  of  schools  in  the  Maritime 
Province  in  1907  was  348,  with  19,908  pupils.  The  most  prevalent 
disease  in  the  district  is  typhus  fever,  whicn  exists  in  all  sections  and 
throughout  the  year.     In  1907  there  were  1,078  cases  of  this  fever. 

The  population  of  the  towns  of  the  Province  on  January  1, 1908,  was 
estimated  as  182,524;  that  of  the  South-Ussuri  district  as  243,543.^ 

Vladivostok  is  built  on  one  of  the  most  perfect  natural  harbors  iii 
the  world,  the  main  part  of  the  town  being  along  the  shores  of  what  is 
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known  as  the  Golden  Horn,  and  extends  back  across  a  narrow  penin- 
sula to  Amur  Bay.  As  a  range  of  hills  lies  immediately  back  of  the 
city,  the  line  of  growth  has  been  in  a  narrow  strip  from  Yeagersheldt 
eastward  for  about  5  miles,  and  the  main  street  (Svetlanskaia)  runs 
through  practically  the  entire  town.  This  is  Russians  stronghold 
in  the  Far  East,  and  is  the  largest  army  post.  The  town  is  heavily 
fortified  against  attacks  from  land  and  sea  and  new  fortifications  and 
barracks  are  being  erected.  It  is  estimated  that  the  number  of 
troops  stationed  in  Vladivostok  and  vicinity  is  about  70,000,  princi- 
pally infantry  and  artillery.  It  is  also  the  headquarters  of  the  Rus- 
sian navy  in  Far  Eastern  waters,  and  the  navy-yard  and  dry  docks 
are  located  in  Vladivostok  harbor. 

IMPORTS    BY  ARTICLES. 

Vladivostok  is  the  chief  port  of  entry  for  eastern  Siberia,  and  her 
import  trade  in  1908  amounted  to  $24,670,609,  exclusive  of  imports 
from  European  Russia,  a  decrease  of  $11,478,815  from  the  $36,149,- 
424  of  imports  in  1907.  The  value  of  the  imports,  by  articles,  during 
1907  and  1908,  respectively,  was  as  follows: 


ArtidM. 


Animals 

Asphalt 

Basket  ware 

Boats 

Breadstuflb: 

Flour 

Grain 

Bnlldlng  materials 

Buttons J. 

Caoao 

Candles  and  wicks 

Caoutobouo,  manufactures 

of 

Cars,  carriages,  and  parts: 

Carriages 

Cars 

Chemioals/lrugB  and  medi- 
cines: 

Adds 

Ether , 

Medicines 

Sodium  carbonate 

Other 

Cloeks,  watches,  and  parts. 
Clothing  and  underwear. . . 

Coal, coke,  and  peat 

Coffee 

Cosmetics 

Cotton,  and  manuftustures 
of: 

Raw, ginned 

Unt 

Thread  and  jram 

Tissues 

Wadding 

Earthenware  and  porce- 
lain: 

Earthenware 

Porcelain 

Pottery 

Fancy  goods 

F  e  a  t  b  e  r  8  and  artificial 

flowers 

Flsh.eto. ,  fresh  and  salted . . 
Fruits  and  nuts: 

Fruits  and  berries- 
Fresh    and    pre- 
served  

Dried 


1907. 


$217,631 

213,705 

85,440 

11,210 

766,650 
29,770 

174,762 
36,384 
15,058 
11,854 

20,867 

267,856 
40,309 


30,837 
25,240 
54,734 
47,677 
37,406 
168,817 
672,466 
190,508 
13,863 
125,376 


57,855 


105,616 
199,561 


24,736 
190,838 
24,614 


1,534 
57,650 


501,768 
94,311 


1908. 


$278, 
12, 
58, 


1,575, 
9, 
42, 
20, 


224, 
94, 
196, 


9,377 


37,600 
34,032 
57,673 
274,124 
916,582 
63,874 


91,105 


147,457 

134,583 

3,081,093 

84,006 


21,136 

132,016 

7,025 

816,025 

33,971 
28,236 


232,377 
41,175 


Articles. 


Fruits  and  nuts— Cont'd. 

Fruit  Juices 

Oranges  and  lemons. . . 

Nuts 

Furs 

Glass,  manufactures  of: 

Glassware 

Mirrors 

Graphite 

Hair,  and  manufactures 

of 

Hats 

Hides 

Instruments: 

Musical 


Technical 

Iron  and  steel,  manulac- 
turesof: 

Arms  and  parts 

Boilerplates 

Cutlery 

Iron — 

Cast 

Pig 

Wrought 

Iron  and  steel  ware- 
Rough 

Finished 

Machinery- 
Agricultural 

oaer 

Rails 

So3rthes,sIckle8,etc 

Sheets 

Steel 

Tinned  plates  and  ^- 

vanlsed  iron 

Tools 

Wire 

Jewehy  and   toilet  arti- 
cles  -.. 

Jute,  hemp ,  and  flax,  man- 
ufiicturesof: 

Gunny  bags 

Tissues 

Leather,    and    manufac- 
tures of 

Malt  and  hops 


1907. 


$4,944 

303,422 

35,506 

7,467 

173,861 
40,450 
28,469 

29,329 

94,296 

1,623 

328,962 
60,962 
450,215 


25,121 

982,614 

14,608 

64,411 

12,809 

434,012 


1,684 

185,255 
1,021,360 


67,763 

"226,886' 

43,317 

314,007 

90,924 

504,576 


19,094 
10,796 

443,383 
20,888 


1908. 


$117,569 
54,109 
13,164 

260,807 
71,049 


44,003 
354,491 

78,362 

45,520 

19,779 

195,247 


51,736 
85,952 


62,060 


580,123 
132,743 

452,131 

674,809 

42,662 

18,618 

343,302 


62,820 

11,366 

256,780 


181,409 
64,017 

774,100 
14,063 
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Articles. 


Metals,  and  maniiftioturee 
of: 

Brass  ware 

Copper,  aluminum,  etc. 
Copper,  manufactures 

Currency,  silver,  and 

copper 

Gold,  silver,  and  plati- 
num  

Lead- 
Pig  and  sheet 

Lead  and  tinware . . 

Pewter  and  ilnc 

Tinware 

Other 

Mineral  waters 

Oils: 

Lubricating  and  kero- 


Mineral 

Vegetable 

Paints,  pigments,  and  dyes: 

Inaigo  and  bluing 

Red  and  white  lead 

and  sine  white 

Paints,  ink,  etc 

Paper,  and  manutactures 

Books,  pictures,  etc 

Stationery 

Waste 


Wrapping 

Writing  and  printing. . 

Other 

Pencils,  etc 

Pickles,  sauces,  and  spices. 

Plants,  seeds,  etc 

Preserves  and  pastries 

Provisions: 

Butter  and  cheese 

Confecti<Miery 

Honey 

Meats,  salted  and 
smoked 


1907. 


949,284 
106,945 

40,489 
116,184 

44,739 


41,783 

71,533 

1,781 

55,084 


27 


66,553 
1,896 

17,741 

15,871 
185,812 


15,310 
29,468 


143,106 
175 


35,660 

15,463 

964,706 

30,832 

366,669 

14,626 

11,558 


1908. 


Articles. 


$173,404 


117,526 

22,400 

18,012 

35,265 

210,404 


33,941 


14,792 
129,506 
13.063 


15,117 

8,102 
139,464 


40,237 


11.373 
196,040 


23,020 


18,093 
751,737 


111,574 


Provisions— Continued. 

Macaroni  and  vermi- 
oeUi 

Other 

Pulp  for  paper 

Rice 

Rope,  hawsers,  and  flshhig 

nets 

Salt 

Silk,  manutJBctures  of 

Soap 

Spirits,  wines,  etc.: 

Beer,  porter,  and  stout. 

Wines 

Other 

Sugar: 

Raw 

Refined 

Tallow  and  animal  f^ts 

Tea: 

Black 

Brick 

Pressed  leaf. 

Textiles,  n.e.s.: 

Knitted  goods 

Laces  and  lace  goods... 

Tarpaulins,  etc 

Other 

Tobacco  and  cigarettes 

Umbrellas 

Varnish  and  glue 

Vegetables 

Wood,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Lumber 

Wooden  ware. 

Wool,  and  manufttctnres  of: 

Raw 

Carpets 

Tissues 

Other 

Yeast 

All  other  artloles. 


1907. 


1906. 


S33,643 
213,129 
29,302 
356,707 

76,185 
185,949 

87,618 
125,376 


397,425 


Total. 


29,641 

15,434,323 

5,125,606 

165,845 

00,141 
7,540 

39,563 
7,648 


134,173 
409,569 


11,510 

13,063 

220.989 


4,961 
81,384 

7,446 
39,496 
77,311 
6,404 
46,479 
149,616 


36,149,424 


434,114 

140,674 
172,208 
322.418 

84,775 

26,414 
590,045 
840,751 

60,606 
101.385 
101,892 

1,148.762 

3.150.531 

79,017 

274.697 
30,697 
166,002 


17.923 
6,230 


148.370 


9.918 
122.021 


48,618 
316,612 


74,545 


34,670,6 


Imports  from  European  Russia  in  1907,  not  included  in  the  above 
table,  amounted  to  $9,333,704,  making  the  total  imports  for  that 
year  $45,483,128.  The  imports  by  sea  into  Vladivostok  and  other 
Siberian  ports  from  European  Russia  in  1908  amounted  to  $3,164,018, 
of  which  $852,582  was  provisions,  $198,391  raw  and  partly  manufac- 
tured goods,  and  $2,113,045  manufactured  ^oods.  A notaole increase 
is  shown  in  the  item  of  flour,  which  jumped  from  $766,659  in  1907  to 
$1,575,379  the  next  year,  and  of  this  latter  amount  $1,196,235  worth 
came  from  America.  Cotton  tissues  of  various  kinds  showed  a 
remarkable  gain  in  imports,  but  the  United  States  did  not  share  in 
this  trade. 

EXPORTS   BY   ARTICLES. 

Exports  of  beans  more  than  trebled  in  amount  in  comparison  with 
1907,  reaching  a  total  of  146,253,456  pounds  in  1908,  agamst  38;930,- 
685  pounds  the  previous  year.  Increased  exports  of  fish  from 
Vladivostok  resulted  from  the  estabUshment  of  new  canneries  and 
improvement  in  methods  of  handUng,  herring  alone  gaining  3,158,031 
pounds  over  1907.  The  exports  to  all  countries  except  Russia  in 
1908  amounted  to  265,527,311  pounds,  agamst  149,026,426  pounds 
in  1907. 
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The 
in  the 


principal  articles 
following  table: 


exported  in  1908  and  their  values  are  shown 


Articles. 


Automobiles 

Bones 

Bieadstulb: 

Barley 

Bran 

Buckwheat 

Com 

FUwr 

Millet 

Wheat 

Candies  and  cakes 

Caoutchouc,  manufactures  of: 

Shoes 

Waste 

Chemicals,  drugs  and  medicines: 

Drum  and  medicines 

Medicinal  plants 

Clocks  and  watches 

Cotton  goods 

Fish: 

Fresh 

Salted  and  smoked^ 

Herring 

Other 

Furs  and  pelts 

Qlass,  manufM!tures  of 

Hides 

Horns  and  hoofs 

Instruments,  musical 

Leather  and  leather  goods 

Linen  and  linen  garments 


VahM. 


S6,180 
12,318 

43,476 
24,723 
91,662 

'i6,'384 
4,226 

09,944 
4,221 

1,139 
4,440 


19,384 

84,066 
30,368 
7,836 
2,122 
4,882 
26,160 
3,076 
12,820 
14,540 


VahM. 


Metals: 

Not  manufactured . 

Metal  ware. 
Oilcake,  bean.. 
Oils,  vegetaUle. 

Paints 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of: 

Books , 

Paper 

Provisions: 

Butter 

Other 

Salt 

Silk  goods 

Spirits  and  wines 

Tea 

Vegetables:' 

Beans 

Mushrooms 

Peas 

Other 

Wood,  and  manulbotures  of: 

Lumber  and  timber 

Wooden  ware 

Wool,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Woolen  goods 

All  other  arUcles 

Total 


2,674 
5,513 


1,534,006 
14,750 
29,924 
3,132 


3,232,171 


IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS  BY  COUNTRIES. 

Of  the  foreign  commerce,  exclusive  of  the  trade  with  European 
Russia,  the  imports  in  1908  amoimted  to  390,769,397  pounds  against 
449,343,981  pounds  in  1907,  while  the  exports  m  1908  were  265,527,311 
pounds,  against  149,026,426  pounds  in  1907.  Of  the  imports  in  1908, 
China  supplied  130,045,668  pounds,  Germany  98,714,499  pounds, 
Japan  86,905,045  pounds,  ana  the  United  States  50,388,374  pounds. 
The  exports  were  distributed  as  follows: 


Country. 

1907. 

1 
1908. 

Country. 

1907. 

1908. 

United  states 

Poundt. 

117,482 

19,985,736 

506,802 

127,013,222 

662,930 

Pounds. 

44,960 

45,776,438 

4,983,492 

170,771,265 

15,360,780 

United  Kingdom 

Other  countries 

Powndt. 
67,124 
591,040 

Poundt. 
19,746,078 

OYilm....  .  . 

8,844,298 

Qiii  imm  u 

Total 

Janan 

149,026,426 

265,527,311 

Korea 

TRADE    WITH   THE    UNITED   STATES. 

In  1908  the  United  States  supplied  only  50,388,374  of  the 
390,769,397  pounds  of  imports  into  Vladivostok  from  countries  other 
than  Russia,  and  took  only  44,960  of  the  265,527,311  pounds  of  ex- 
ports, a  decrease  of  72,522  pounds  from  the  1907  exports,  or  more 
than  half. 
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The  following  table  of  articles  imported  from  the  United  States  in 
1908  shows  flour  to  have  been  the  principal  item: 


Articles. 

Value. 

ArUdes. 

Value. 

Boots,  shoes,  and  leather  goods 

Breadstulls: 

Flour 

$1,963 

1,196,235 

21 

62.758 

4,326 

216 

927 

4,063 
199 
45 
276 
204 

2,420 
121 

912 
235 
140 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of— Con. 
Machinery— 

$288,930 

Oats 

Other 

4,483 

Candles,  biscuits,  etc ,. . 

Tools 

128 

Carriae^ '. 

iTfiftt^  goods. , 

742 

Caout^ouo,  mftnuf^tures  of             .  . 

Oiif,  liiibf^cating,  i^nd  kerom>ne  

6,358 

Fancy  goods 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of: 

Pictures,  boolis,  etc 

Fruito  and  nuts: 

2,586 

Wrapping. .             .... 

2,585 
39,840 

Omngfn  and  lerrmns. 

Preserves  and  pastries 

Nuts 

Rope,  hemp.. .'. 

66,589 

Furs 

TfJiow  and  animal  Ht^ 

27,872 

Ounny  bags 

Tea,  black 

276,262 
2,738 
1,191 

ao6 

18,083 

FldMf'jtAnnMl 

Tobftcoo  and  cigarettps 

TfMtnnnen  ts,  surgical. ... 

Wood,  manufactures  of. . 

Iron  and  steel,  manufoctures  of: 

Anns  and  parts ..       

All  other  artides..                       .  . 

BoUer  plates 

Iron  and  steel  ware 

Total 2.011.875 

In  the  exports  to  the  United  States  there  was  a  large  gain  in  wool 
which,  with  no  exports  in  1906,  amounted  to  $19,240  m  1907,  and 
increased  in  1908  to  $40,281.  The  export  trade  to  the  United  States 
is  of  small  proportions,  the  total  for  the  two  years  being  only  $103,463, 
and  the  returned  American  goods  $11,546.  The  declared  exports  in 
1907  and  1908  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Balfmni 

$58 

400 

Wool 

$19,240 
884 

$40,281 

■'i26;S68 
1,052 

^•^ 

1,065 
109 

All  other  articles 

1.95 

Currency 

Total 

Personal  and'  household  effects. 

530 
7,730 

28,843 
10,686 

74, 6U 

Rubber,  waste 

Returned  American  goods 

Orand  total  . .  , ,        

1,010 

RirlniF 

Tea 

89,378 

78,8a 

Tobaooo 

TRADE   WITH   CHINA — IMPORTS   OF  TEA. 

According  to  Chinese  official  returns  for  1908,  the  total  trade  of  that 
country  witn  Siberia  amounted  to  $20,540,641,  of  which  $15,215,197 
represented  imports  and  $5,325,444  exports.  Russian  statistics  give 
Vladivostok's  share  of  the  Chinese  trade  as  $9,425,729  imports  and 
$745,345  exports.  Reexports  of  foreign  goods  from  China  to  Siberia 
amounted  to  $3,001,370  m  1908,  as  compared  with  $1,576,910  in  1907. 

The  imports  of  tea  into  Siberia  from  China  aggregated  107,212,933 
pounds.  Besides  the  leaf  and  brick  tea  forwarded  via  Tientsin  to 
Siberia  and  Russia,  considerable  quantities  were  sent  from  Hankow 
and  vicinity  up  the  Han  River  to  Fancheng,  where  caravan  transporta- 
tion was  resorted  to.  During  1908,  228, 933  poimds  of  leaf  tea,  valued 
at  $16,097,  were  thus  forwarded  to  Siberia  and  Mongolia. 

According  to  Russian  figures,  the  imports  of  tea  from  all  foreign 
countries  into  Vladivostok,  including  transshipments  to  other  custom- 
houses in  European  and  Asiatic  Russia,  were  as  follows:  Black  tea, 
53,165,567  pounds;  brick  tea,  68,538,409  pounds;  cake  tea,  1,618.467 
pounds;  green  tea,  3,069  pounds;  total,  123,325,512  pounds,  of  which 
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38,892,010  pounds  came  from  China  into  Vladivostok,  but  the  country 
of  origin  of  the  80,630,981  pounds  of  transshipment  tea  is  not  shown. 
Of  the  remaining  3,802,521  pounds,  1,291,427  pounds  of  black  tea 
came  from  Amenca. 

In  discussii^  the  imports  into  China,  the  acting  statistical  secretary 
states:  **Thenmres  or  Russian  trade  were  materially  increased  by  the 
opening  of  the  frontier  stations  of  Suifenho  and  Manchouli,  and  show 
a  total  gain  of  $4,750,000. "  Under  the  exportation  of  tea  to  Siberia 
he  states:  '^The  low  exchange  gave  an  undue  impetus  to  shipments, 
and  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  stocks  of  Chma  tea  carried  over 
from  1908,  both  in  the  United  Ean^dom  and  in  Russia,  may  block 
operations  in  the  coming  season.  Tnere  were  129,265,733  pounds  of 
leaf  and  78,775,333  pounds  of  brick  tea  exported,  as  compared  with 
129,743,333  poimds  and  80,563,467  pounds,  respectively,  in  the 
preceding  year.  Shipments  to  Russia  declined  from  131,866,666  to 
128,666,666  pounds.'^ 

In  speaking  of  the  Siberian  and  Manchurian  frontier,  he  states  as 
follows  regaraing  shipments  of  firewood  and  flour:  "The  great  expor- 
tation of  firewood  across  the  frontier  h-om  Suifenho,  1,008,000,000 
pounds,  valued  at  $1,890,000,  seems  to  point  to  deforestation  on  an 
alarming  scale,  and  the  flour  which  also  crossed  the  northern  frontier, 
49,259,333  poimds,  valued  at  $838,569,  is  an  earnest  of  the  food-pro- 
ducing possibilities  of  Manchuria." 

POPULATION   AND   COST  OF  LIVING. 

The  population  of  Vladivostok  on  January  1,  1909,  was  estimated 
as  82,494,  composed  of  45,605  Russians,  1,842  Japanese,  3,022  Ko- 
reans, 31,061  Chinese,  and  964  other  foreigners.  These  fibres  are 
probably  based  on  the  number  of  passports  re^tered  by  the  poUce, 
and  the  number  representing  Koreans  and  Chinese  ought  to  be  in- 
creased at  least  30  per  cent.  Statistics  of  arriving  and  departing 
passengers  at  Vladivostok,  as  compiled  at  the  captain  of  the  port's 
office,  give  the  number  of  arrivals  in  1908  as  55,803,  against  107,604 
in  1907,  and  departures  36,026,  against  76,309  the  year  oefore.  Offi- 
cial figures  placed  the  number  of  buildings,  on  January  1,  1909,  as 
7,072,  of  which  3,799  were  wooden  houses  one  story  in  height.  There 
were  816  one-story  brick  houses  and  406  brick  structures  twostories 
high.  Fire  damages  were  $113,524,  and  the  number  of  crimes  3,161. 
There  were  123  violent  and  accidental  deaths.  Figures  compiled  by 
the  local  administration  show  that  on  January  1,  1909,  there  were  60 
manufacturing  estabUshments  in  the  city,  employing  1,082  men,  and 
the  total  value  of  the  products  was  $588,012. 

The  cost  of  Uving  is  graduaUy  increasing.  The  average  market 
prices  asked  in  Vladivostok  in  1907  were:  California  flour,  3  cents  a 
pound;  fresh  beef,  11  cents  per  poimd;  salt  beef,  7  cents;  fresh  and 
salt  pork,  12  cents;  fresh  venison,  9  cents;  mutton,  10  cents;  veal,  20 
cents;  fresh  butter,  36  cents;  lard,  18  cents;  fresh  milk,  10  or  11  cents  a 
bottle;  sugar  about  8  cents  a  poimd,  and  eggs  $1.17  per  hundred. 
Wages  averaged  $1.50  a  day  for  laborer  and  horse,  or  45  cents  a  day 
for  a  laborer  without  a  team. 

The  mimicipal  revenues  in  1907  amoimted  to  $653,284,  and  expendi- 
tures during  the  same  year  to  $612,780.  The  real  estate  tax  rate  is 
forty-five  one-hundredths  of  1  per  cent  of  the  value  or  4^  per  cent  of 
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the  net  income,  and  one  one-hundredth  of  1  per  cent  to  cover  the  ex- 
penses of  collection  of  same  and  the  collection  of  the  government  and 
county  taxes.  Private  and  public  carriages,  carts,  rowboats,  lighters, 
barges,  etc.,  all  pay  their  share  of  the  city  taxes.  Elating  houses  are 
taxed  from  $30.90  to  $154.50  per  annum,  restaurants  from  $128.75 
to  $257.50,  liquor  Ucenses  cost  from  $2.57  to  $38.60,  and  auctions 
are  taxed  2  per  cent  of  the  gross  amount  of  sales  hj  the  city  govern- 
ment. There  are  5  hotels,  4  theaters,  and  5  moving-picture  enter- 
prises in  the  city,  and  3  papers  are  published. 

HABAROFSK  AND  BLAOOVESCHENSK. 

Habarofsk,  the  capital  of  the  Pri-Amur  district  and  the  residence 
of  the  governor-general,  was  founded  in  1858,  and  is  the  center  of  the 
military  and  civu  administrations.  The  population  was  estimated  in 
1908  at  38,902,  exclusive  of  the  military.  Comparatively  speaking, 
Habarofsk  is  of  small  commercial  importance,  although  its  position 
on  the  Amur  River  at  its  junction  with  the  Ussuri  River  gives  it  manj 
natural  advantages.  But  one  newspaper,  the  Pri-Amm*  News,  is 
published.    The  city  has  three  banks. 

Blagoveschensk,  which  is  the  largest  city  in  the  Amur  Province, 
was  founded  in  1858,  and  is  situated  on  the  Amur  River  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Zeya.  In  1882  its  population  was  only  10,000,  but  it  is  now 
estimated  that  the  city  numoers  40,000  inhabitants,  and  this  rapid 
growth  promises  to  continue,  as  Blagoveschensk  is  the  distributing 
center  for  the  richest  agricultural  district  in  this  part  of  the  Russian 
Far  East,  and  is  likewise  the  center  of  the  gold-mining  industry  of  the 
upper  Amur  River.  The  trade  of  Blagoveschensk  in  1908  amoimted 
to  about  $2,500,000.  and  there  are  about  200  firms  doing  business 
there.  The  city  is  tne  headquarters  of  many  of  the  Amur  steamship 
companies,  and  is  a  large  military  center,  with  every  prospect  of  be- 
coming the  manufacturing  and  commercial  center  of  eastern  Siberia. 
There  are  two  principal  hotels,  and  five  banks  have  branches  in  Blago- 
veschensk. 

OTHER   crriES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Nikolaiefsk  was  founded  in  1852  and  is  situated  on  the  left  bank  of 
of  the  Amur  River,  about  20  miles  from  its  mouth.  It  was  formerly 
a  trading  station  of  the  Russo-American  Company,  and  from  1855  to 
1872  was  used  as  a  naval  port.  The  population  of  the  city  is  10,795, 
not  including  the  military,  and  the  turnover  of  business  amounted  to 
about  $2,250,000  in  1908,  out  the  recent  growth  of  the  fisheries  prom- 
ises to  make  Nikolaiefsk  of  more  importance  and,  should  the  timber 
industry  of  the  upper  Amur  be  properly  developed,  Nikolaiefsk  would 
imdoubtedly  be  tne  port  of  shipment.  The  Russo-Chinese  Bank  has 
a  branch  in  this  city.  The  import  trade  of  the  port  is  by  no  means 
insignificant,  amounting  to  139,864,212  poimas  in  1907,  against 
165.702,456  pounds  in  1906  and  49,561 ,920  poimds  in  1905. 

Exports  from  Nikolaiefsk  in  1906  were  25,458,912  pounds  of  salted 
fish  and  109,892  pounds  of  personal  effects,  but  the  next  vear  thev 
included:  Drugs,  617,616  pounds;  dry  goods,  97,202;  fish,  salted, 
45,362,844:  flour,  157,608;  groceries,  456,948.  The  figures  being 
compiled  from  ships'  manifests,  the  values  in  American  currency 
can  not  be  obtained. 
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Nikolsk  is  a  small  but  growing  manufacturing  center  of  the  Mari- 
time Province,  being  situated  at  the  junction  of  the  railway  lines  run- 
ning from  Vladivostok  to  Habarofsk  and  Harbin;  and,  although  its 
growth  is  not  as  promising  as  that  of  Blagoveschensk,  it  should,  never- 
theless, be  of  considerable  importance  as  a  manufacturing  center  as 
eastern  Siberia  becomes  more  thickly  populated  and  better  developed. 
It  is  also  a  military  center,  and  in  1908  its  population  was  31,905, 
exclusive  of  the  army.    Two  banks  have  branches  in  the  city. 

Of  late  years  the  growth  of  Chita,  the  capital  and  by  far  the  most 
important  city  in  the  trans-Baikal  district,  has  been  very  rapid.  It 
is  the  trading  point  for  a  large  agricultural  and  mining  distnct,  and 
is  also  a  railway  center.  Its  streets  are  well  laid  out  and  paved, 
many  new  buildmgs  are  in  course  of  construction,  and  there  are  about 
150  firms  doing  business,  with  an  annual  turnover  of  $2,000,000  to 
$2,500,000.  The  population  is  estimated  at  more  than  35,000.  There 
are  three  newspapers  pubUshed  in  the  city,  and  four  banks  have 
branches  there. 

SIAM. 

REVIEW  OP  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Vice-Consul-Gbneral  Carl  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Siam  in  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1909, 
amounted  to  $64,814,974,  against  $63,720,141  in  the  previous  year. 
The  imports  were  valued  at  $28,038,548,  a  decrease  of  $289,320,  and 
the  exports  at  $36,776,426,  an  increase  of  $1,384,153,  compared  with 
the  figures  for  1908.  Of  the  imports  in  the  fiscal  year  1909  Hong- 
kong and  Singapore  supplied  articles  valued  at  $13,659,037  and  of 
the  exports  took  merchandise  worth  $25,850,711.  This  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  these  two  places  are  ports  of  transshipment,  the  origin  of 
goods  not  being  given  in  the  custom-house  declaration. 

The  imports  mto  and  exports  from  Siam,  by  countries,  for  the  years 
ended  March  31,  1908  ana  1909,  respectively,  were  as  follows: 


Country. 


Imports. 


1906. 


1909. 


Exports. 


1909. 


United  States 

AttstrtapHangary 

Belglam 

China 

Cochin-Chtna 

Denmark 

Dutch  posseaslons 

France 

Germany 

Hongkong 

India 

Italy 

Japan 

Netherlands 

straits  Settlements  (Singapore) 

Swltxerland 

United  Kingdom 

All  other  countries 

Total 


$424,443 

169,186 

299,164 

2,205,684 

215,796 

184,061 

563,936 

387,174 

1,508,861 

7,711,927 

1,841,493 

141,711 

181,622 

355,820 

7,471,207 

317,310 

4,200,496 

163,977 


$440,734 

122,941 

488,410 

2,416,527 

428,892 

126,936 

510,523 

275,016 

1,838,956 

6,445,999 

1,396,788 

129,742 

357,979 

370,613 

7.213,038 

253,379 

4,767,858 

454,217 


$845 

126,832 


80,984 

210,339 

111,379 

48,560 

163,144 

268,732 

12,537,675 

3,204,747 

121,546 

218,113 

565,634 

13,081,723 


1,313,620 
3,338^601 


28,327,868 


28,038,548 


35,392,273 


$754 

1,807 

35,560 

6,338 

109,742 

168,923 

14,204 

92,110 

1,540,430 

9,656,510 

2,369,858 

18,432 

65,694 

106,838 

16,194,201 

1,403 

1,297,628 

6,045,916 


36,776,426 
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IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS  BY  ARTICLES. 

The  principal  articles  imported  into  Siam  during  the  fiscal  years 
1908  and  1909,  respectively,  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Animals 

Arms,  ammnnition,  etc 

Bags 

Books  and  printed  matter. 
Cars,  carriages,  etc.,  and 

parts 

Cement 

Chemicals  and  drugs 

China  and  earthenware 

Clothing 

Colors,  paints,  and  dyes . . . 

Cordage  and  twine 

Cotton  goods 

Electrical  apparatus,  etc. . . 

Glass  and  crystal  ware 

Gold  leaf 

Hats,  caps,  and  bonnets . . . 
Iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
factures of: 

Cast  and  wrought 

Hardware  and  cutlery . 
Machinery— 

Marine 

Milling 

other 

Machines- 
Sewing 

other 

Railroad  materials 

Sheets,  galvanized 

Wire 

other 


1906. 

1909. 

$16,470 

$10,698 

41,646 

52,996 

1,080,792 

1,064,575 

22,900 

24,146 

145,323 

250,998 

158,273 

140,069 

384,602 

;^,344 

819,702 

:{82,628 

271,568 

:^08,181 

209,637 

178,841 

136,716 

127,553 

5,401,842 

5  .^15,603 

115,140 

J98,446 

170,999 

151,621 

2,517,862 

IJ.66,228 

141,063 

157,617 

541,108 

411,603 

522,609 

425,719 

101,940 

81,994 

88,016 

131,946 

76,103 

72,304 

39,344 

13,777 

205,750 

134,358 

447,419 

510,670 

396,183 

317,965 

51,310 

36,628 

348,182 

264,356 

Articles. 


Jewelry 

Lamps  and  parts 

Leatner,  manufactures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Other 

Metal  goods 

Oils:    

Kerosene 

Lubricating 

Other 

Opium 

Paper,  and  manufBctures  of. 

Provisions 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of. . 

Soap 

Spirits,  wines,  etc 

Sugar 

'Yot^ 

Tobacco,"  and 

tures  of 

Treasure 

Umbrellas 

Wax  and  candles 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Furniture 

Planks,  etc 

Other 

All  other  artfcles 

Total 


1908. 


$563,867 
214,533 

78,810 
95,297 
277,968 

661,405 

49,769 

540,225 

507,563 

212,353 

2,330,867 

1,014,420 

96,572 

577,140 

942,244 

232,493 

307,896 

1,865,472 

176,550 

118,  TH 

91,229 

850,458 

22,181 

2,968,075 


1909. 


$717,001 
118,997 

102,720 
116,646 
282,898 

668,615 

46,113 

468,407 

644.  Ott 

250,687 

2,257,775 

1,332,610 

61,744 

546,142 

936,648 

315,884 

365,688 

1,945,281 

188,807 

106,958 

98,882 

404,788 

29,406 

2,996,150 


28,327,868 


28,038,648 


The  leading  items  exported  from  Siam  during  the  fiscal  years  1908 
and  1909,  respectively,  were  as  follows: 


Arttoles. 

1908. 

1909. 

Articlee. 

1906. 

1900. 

Cf^rdfunonis 

$58,844 
488,292 
361,377 
91,091 
278,948 
27,209,324 
31,204 

$70,500 
672, 167 
398,121 
143,736 
197,741 
29,681,143 
7,141 

Rubies 

$21,492 
94,401 

4,806,265 
11,038 

1,939,997 

$20,388 

Fish,  salted 

Stkjklac 

^8M 

Hides 

Teak  wood 

4,259,907 

Mussels,  dried 

Tin,  oxide  of 

12,756 

All  other  arttolee 

1,264.072 

Total 

Rubber... 

35,392,273 

36,776,426 

TRADE   WITH  THE    UNFFED  STATES. 

The  imports  into  Siam  from  the  United  States  direct  during  the 
fiscal  years  ended  March  31,  1908  and  1909,  were  valued  at  S424,443 
and  $440,734,  respectively.    The  articles  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


1908. 


1909. 


Artfcles. 


1908. 


1909. 


Arms  and  ammunition 

Books,  etc 

Cars,  carriages,  motors,  etc 

Clothhig 

Cordage  and  twine 

Cotton  goods 

Electrical  apparatus,  etc 

Fish,  salmon 

Furniture,  etc 

Olasswara 

Instruments,  musical 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Hardware  and  cutlery 

Iron  and  steel  goods 


$382 

812 

8,003 

473 

785 

303 

4,132 

510 

2,631 

1,987 

1,147 

12,645 
8,377 


$342 
274 


1,226 
336 
18,672 
1,043  ; 
3,210 
1,071  I 
6,027  I 

11,667 
4,316 


Iron  and  steel— Continued. 

Machinery 

Sewing  machines 

Other 

Lamps  and  parts 

Leatner,  and  manufactures  of.. 
Oils: 

Kerosene 

Lubricating 

Provisions 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures  of. 
All  other  articles 


Total. 


$25,848 

30,997 

15,209 

72,946 

334 

6,926 

17,772 

11,646 

600 

146.867 
26,979 
14,572 
25,118 
23,796 

193,606 
28,919 
8,616 
76,163 
39.464 

424,443 


440,734 
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The  Government  of  Siam  has  given  every  opportunity  to  importers. 
The  customs  tariflF  is  low  and  afl  nations  are  given  equal  opportuni- 
ties to  increase  their  trade.  Siam  is  full  of  commercial  and  other 
possibilities.  In  cases  where  branches  of  American  houses  have 
oeen  established  in  Bangkok  the  imports  from  the  United  States 
compare  favorably  with  those  of  other  countries  in  similar  lines. 
The  same  holds  good  of  special  articles  of  American  manufacture^ 
which,  since  once  introduced,  have  been  in  steady  demand,  although 
no  special  effort  has  been  made  to  push  their  sale. 

The  value  of  goods  received  directly  from  the  United  States  does 
not  by  any  means  account  for  the  total  sales  of  American  products 
in  Siam.  Large  quantities  are  bought  from  European  commission 
houses,  which  are  not  credited  to  the  country  of  origin  but  to  the 
port  of  last  shipment.  Many  firms  in  Siam  prefer  to  ouy  American 
goods  in  England,  as  they  get  them  more  quickly  than  when  they 
order  directly  from  the  United  States.  Siam  custom-house  authon- 
ties  admit  that  large  quantities  of  American  goods  have  been  credited 
to  Singapore  and  Hongkong. 

The  declared  values  of  exports  from  Bangkok  to  the  United  Slates 
during  the  calendar  years  1907  and  1908,  respectively^  were  $59,399 
and  $149,285,  respectively.  The  principal  articles  m  1908  were: 
Rice,  $134,406;  household  goods,  $4,556;  pepper,  $7,484;  gamboge, 
$1,152,  and  rubber,  $1,113. 

INDUSTRIAL   CONDITIONS. 

American  enterprises  in  Siam  are  limited  to  one  printing  house,  one 
import  and  export  house,  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  one  house  im- 
portingAmerican  typewriters,  and  a  dental  establishment. 

The  British  interests  are  represented  by  about  fifty  firms  engaged 
in  mining,  teak-lumber  trade,  nee  milling,  general  exports  and  imports, 
insurance  and  banking.  The  (Jerman  interests  are  represented  by 
15  business  concerns:  Danish,  4;  French,  9;  Italian,  4;  Japanese  9; 
-Austrian,  2,  and  Belgian,  1. 

It  seems  that  a  well-equipped  American  business  house  should  do 
well  in  Bangkok.  Such  a  nouse  should  be  prepared  to  submit  bids  and 
take  contracts  from  the  Siamese  Government  for  large  supplies  of 
materials,  such  as  may  be  needed  for  railroad  building,  waterworks, 
irrigation  and  sewerage  systems,  rice  machinery,  motor  cars  ana 
boats,  shipbuilding,  and  general  imports.  It  is  understood  that  about 
$1,000,000  will  be  set  aside  for  waterworks  within  the  next  three 
years.  The  water  supply  will  be  taken  from  the  Meh  Nam  River, 
about  25  miles  to  the  north  of  Bangkok,  so  that  a  large  quantitv  of 
piping  and  an  extensive  pumping  plant  will  be  needed,  and  tnere 
should  be  a  steady  market  for  tools  and  machinery.  The  completion 
of  the  waterworks  is  to  be  followed  by  a  modern  scheme  of  drainage 
for  the  city.  The  British-Siamese  treaty  also  provides  for  an  expenm- 
ture  of  $20,000,000  on  the  Southern  Siamese  Kailway  from  Bangkok 
to  the  Anglo-Malayan  boundary.  This  not  only  opens  a  market  for 
all  kinds  of  railway  material,  but  will  also  open  new  fields  for  mines 
and  for  rubber  plantations.  The  primitive  methods  of  rice  cultiva- 
tion will  slso  soon  be  changed  and  modem  machinery  will  be  needed. 
There  are  practically  no  factories  in  Siam.  The  industries  are  lim- 
ited to  the  cultivation  and  milling  of  rice,  the  lumbering  and  sawing 
of  teak  wood,  and  the  mining  of  tm,  so  that  the  things  needed  for  the 
modem  development  of  Siam  must  come  from  abroad. 

18077— c  R  1908— VOL  2 41  r" ^^^T^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


642  COMMEBCIAL  BELATIONS. 

MINING   AND   MINERAL   RESOUBCES. 

Siam  has  a  regularly  organized  royal  department  of  mines  and 
geology  to  which  application  may  be  made  for  mining  concessions, 
and  the  Siam  mining  act  of  1901  gives  the  regulations  that  govern 
such  concessions. 

An  ordinary  prospecting  license  gives  the  holder  the  right  to  search 
for  minerals  over  any  waste  land  within  a  specified  district,  and  an 
exclusive  prospecting  license  gives  the  holder  the  exclusive  right  to 

?rospect  withm  a  certain  definite  area  not  exceeding  1,200  acres, 
hese  licenses  are  good  for  one  year  only.  Mining  leases  may  be 
issued  for  a  period  not  exceeding  25  years.  Applicants  may  be  re- 
quired to  show  that  they  have  capital  suflBcient  to  work  the  land 
applied  for.  The  director-general  of  the  mining  department  arranges 
*tne  fees  and  royalties  and  other  matters.  The  mineral  resources  of 
Siam  include  gold,  tin,  copper,  iron,  zinc,  coal,  rubies,  and  sapphires. 
•  Tin  has  proved  to  oe  tne  most  important  mineral  workea  so  far. 
The  mining  center  for  this  mineral  is  Monthon  Puket  on  the  west  coast 
of  the  Malay  Peninsula.  During  1907  nearly  5,175  tons  of  tin  and 
4,519  tons  of  tin  ore  were  sent  from  this  territory  to  Singapore  and 
Penang.  The  total  annual  production  of  Siam  is  about  5,144  tons, 
valued  at  about  $4,110,000.  The  Duff  Development  Company  has 
a  concession  in  Kalantan.  in  which  gold  is  the  chief  mineral  worked 
for.  This  company  has  lour  dredges  on  the  Kalantan  River,  which 
flows  into  the  east  coast  of  the  Malay  Peninsula.  The  dredges  have 
been  working  about  100  miles  inland,  where  the  river  is  from  600 
to  800  feet  wide.  The  biggest  return  the  company  has  had  so  far 
from  one  dredge  is  375  ounces  in  one  week.  There  are  a  number  of 
smaller  rivers  on  the  Malay  Peninsula  in  which  only  little  prospect- 
ing has  been  done.  This  country  is  in  a  wild  state,  and  so  far 
practically  nothing  has  been  done  to  develop  the  mining  industry 
there.  Tiie  ruby  and  sapphire  mines  in  Chantaboon  and  Krat  are 
worked  chiefly  by  the  Shans  and  Burmese.  The  total  value  of  the 
stones  exported  from  Bangkok  to  Europe  in  1907-8  was  $21,641. 

A  large  deposit  of  coal  was  discovered  four  years  ago  in  Monthon 
Puket,  but  the  coal  is  not  of  a  very  good  quality,  being  chiefly  lignite. 
A  copper  mine  opened  in  Chantuck  did  not  prove  profitable  ana  had 
to  be  closed  some  time  ago.  Lead  mining  m  Jalu  was  also  discon- 
tinued on  the  fall  in  the  price  of  that  mineral.  The  working  in  iron 
mines  is  insignificant.  The  north  of  Siam  remains  as  yet  unexplored 
as  to  its  mineral  resources,  having  been  practically  inaccessible 
because  of  lack  of  transportation  facilities.  This  condition  is  being 
remedied  by  the  Northern  Railway  extension. 

AGRICULTURE — RAILWAYS. 

Crooked  sticks  with  one  handle  still  form  the  plows  in  Siam,  and 
the  water  buffalo,  guided  by  a  string  through  its  nose,  is  the  motive 

Sower.  Experiments  are  being  tried  with  the  steam  plow,  but  the 
ifficulty  is  the  soft  ground  or  mud  through  which  only  the  water 
buffalo  can  work  its  way.  The  only  agricultural  product  worthy  of 
note  is  rice.  The  exports  of  rice  reach  about  900,000  tons  yearly. 
White  broken  rice  for  brewing  purposes  to  the  value  of  $134,406 
was  exported  to  the  United  States  last  year,  while  in  1907  the  exports 
amounted  to  only  $10,967.    Of  the  total  exports  of  rice,  about  50 
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per  cent  goes  to  Hongkong  and  40  per  cent  to  Singapore.  The  first 
power  rice  mill  erected  in  Siam  was  built  by  American  engineers 
m  1858.  The  rice-milling  industry  is  at  present  in  the  hands  of  the 
Siamese,  British,  French,  and  Germans. 

The  total  length  of  state  railways  open  to  traffic  in  October,  1908, 
was  485  miles.  These  railways  have  been  constructed  at  an  expense 
of  about  $18,000,000.  The  Government  has  decided  to  take  no 
additional  loan  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  Northern  Railway 
farther  north.  It  is  expected  that  with  the  money  on  hand  the 
railway  will  be  completed  as  far  as  Sala  Meh  Puak,  which  is  the  end 
of  the  caravan  route  from  Phre  and  southwestern  China.  It  is 
intended  to  make  good  roads  from  this  terminus  to  Phre,  Nan,  Lakon 
Lampang,  and  Chiengmai.  The  reason  for  this  curtailment  of  the 
Northern  Railway  is  that  the  line  does  not  yield  satisfactory  returns 
beyond  Paknampo.  The  traffic  on  the  state  railways  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  March  31,  1908,  yielded  a  net  profit  of  5.85  per  cent  /)n 
the  capital  outlay. 

The  existing  system  of  railways  runs  to  the  north  through  the 
Monam  Valley,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  miles  from  Bangkok 
southward.  According  to  the  as  yet  unsigned  treaty  of  Great 
Britain  and  Siam,  the  Federated  Malay  States  will  lend  the  sum  of 
about  $20,000^00  to  Siam  with  which  to  build  a  railway  linking  the 
Siamese  and  Federated  Malay  States  systems,  and  the  Federated 
Maliay  States  will  construct  a  railway  along  the  east  coast  of  the 
peninsula  through  Pahang,  Kalantan,  and  Tringanu.  A  section  of 
the  Pahang  line  is  in  course  of  construction,  and  the  line  through 
Johore  will  soon  be  opened  for  traffic.  With  the  completion  of  these 
systems,  Singapore,  which  is  over  900  miles  distant,  will  be  con- 
nected with  Bangkok  by  rail.  For  four  to  five  months  of  the  year, 
the  east  coast  of  the  peninsula  is  inaccessible  for  even  small  steamers, 
as  it  has  no  harbor.  This  condition  has  always  hindered  the  devel- 
opment of  the  country  on  the  eastern  side.  The  new  railway,  it  is 
expected,  will  attract  much  capital  to  this  rich  territory.  Not  only 
the  Federated  Malay  States,  but  the  whole  Malayan  reninsula  are 
certain  to  derive  inunense  material  and  economic  advantages  from 
the  opening  of  through  railway  communication  between  Bangkok 
and  Smgapore. 

Besides  the  state  railway  Siam  has  66  miles  of  private  railroads, 
divided  among  four  companies.  Of  these  the  Paknam  Railway  Cona- 
pany  (13  miles  narrow  gage)  paid  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent  last  year, 
and  the  Moklong  Railway  Company  (21  miles  narrow  gage)  paid  a 
dividend  of  5  per  cent. 

TBAMWAYS   AND  TELEPHONES — ^LABOB   CONDITIONS — SHIPPING. 

The  tramways  of  Bangkok  are  owned  by  the  Siam  Electricity  Com- 
pany (Limited),  a  Danish  company,  which  paid  a  dividend  last  vear 
of  12  per  cent  and  a  bonus  of  $1.50,  and  tne  Siam  Tramway  Com- 
pany. The  total  extent  of  both  lines  is  23  miles,  and  they  have  the 
overhead-trolley  system. 

In  May,  1908,  the  Government  asked  for  bids  for  a  telephone 
installation  of  the  central-battery  system,  arranged  on  the  common- 
battery  principle  for  1,500  subscribers.  The  electric  power  is  to  be 
obtained  from  the  Siam  Electricity  Company  and  is  to  be  of  100 
voltS;  100  cycle  single  phase,  with  two  seta  of  motor  generators* 
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The  work  was  begun  in  December,  1908,  and  is  nearly  ready  for  700 
subscribers.  The  rate  is  $5.50  monthly.  The  successful  bidders 
were  a  firm  in  Stockholm,  Sweden. 

Most  of  the  labor  employed  on  all  new  enterprises  is  Chinese.  The 
number  of  Chinese  in  Bangkok  is  estimated  at  200,000,  and  for  the 
whole  of  Siam  600,000.    For  the  fiscal  year  1907-8  Chinese  immi- 

f  rants  to  Siam  numbered  about  88,000  and  emigrants  about  53,000. 
he  total  population  of  Siam  amounts  to  about  7,000,000. 
The  Germans  and  Norwegians  lead  in  the  Bangkok  shipping. 
The  British,  Dutch,  and  Siamese  come  next  in  the  order  named.  No 
American  vessels  cleared  from  the  port  of  Bangkok  during  1908. 
A  notable  event  this  year  in  Siamese  shipping  was  the  running  of  the 
first  steamer  under  the  Siamese  flag  directly  between  Bangkok  and 
European  ports.  This  is  to  be  a  regular  service.  Two  boats  of  a 
cargo  capacity  of  4,500  tons  are  now  on  this  run.  The  Siam  Steam 
Navigation  Company  (Limited)  has  placed  orders  in  Europe  for  two 
new  steamers  for  the  run  between  Bangkok  and  Hongkong. 

TURKEY  IN  ASIA. 
AtEPPO. 

By  Consul  Jesse  B.  Jackson. 

The  trade  between  northern  Syria  and  the  United  States  is  slowly 
developing,  and  the  results,  if  care  is  taken,  will  be  far-reaching  and 
profitable  to  both  countries.  The  steady  revival  from  almost  uni- 
versal lethargy  in  business  is  noticeable  m  many  branches  of  trade. 
The  flood  ot  inquiries  coming  into  this  consulate  from  American 
exporters  of  various  articles  that  are  in  demand  in  this  country  indi- 
cates that  Americans  are  alive  to  the  fact  that  a  share  of  the  foreign 
trade  of  this  district  is  worth  striving  for.  If  they  will  persistency 
follow  up  their  efforts  along  their  respective  lines,  the  results  can  not 
be  otherwise  than  satisfactory.  Many  new  articles  are  bein^  inquired 
for,  and  new  ffoods  that  a  few  years  ago  were  unknown  are  being  put 
upon  the  market. 

The  Turkish  attitude  toward  Austrian  goods  and  shipping  that 
prevailed  in  this  country  for  the  three  months  ending  in  March,  1909, 
caused  that  country,  always  a  big  provider  of  various  manufactures 
consumed  in  this  district,  to  be  practically  cut  off  from  communica- 
tion. The  rapidly  changing  political  conditions  of  the  country  have 
caused  certain  uneasiness  and  great  depression  in  business  circles. 
Following  these  unexpected  events,  the  large  stocks  of  merchandise 
usually  carried  by  Aleppo  merchants  have  been  reduced  to  a  mini- 
mum and  connections  nave  been  severed  or  suspended  between 
European  exporters  and  unfortunate  dealers  here.  This  gives  further 
opportunity  to  American  exporters  to  make  profitable  arrangements 
for  the  handling  of  their  gooas. 

TRADE  OPPOETUNmr — CORRESPONDENCE — CATALOGUES. 

The  United  States  ranks  third  in  the  amount  of  gpods  purchased 
in  this  district  and  ninth  in  the  amount  sold  here.  The  present  time 
offers  exceptionable  opportunities  for  getting  in  touch  with  the  firms 
of  Aleppo.  It  is  not  simply  a  question  of  the  trade  of  a  city  of  200,000 
inhabitants,  but  that  of  the  surrounding  country  with  a  population 
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of  several  millions,  and  reaching  far  up  into  Asia  Minor,  down  into 
Mesopotamia  and  into  Persia. 

While  there  are  some  glowing  prospects  for  the  opening  of  Ameri- 
can trade  in  this  vicinity,  there  are  some  things  to  remedy  before 
American  firms  can  make  satisfactory  connections  with  the  Syrian 
traders.  It  should  not  be  expected  that  a  business  man  of  this  coun- 
try who  is  not  conversant  with  English — though  the  merchants  here 
always  know  two,  three,  or  more  other  languages — ^will  pay  the 
slightest  attention  to  a  letter,  catalogue,  or  other  correspondence  in 
English  from  an  unknown  house,  when  he  daily  receives  communica- 
tions from  his  regular  firms  in  French,  German,  or  Italian.  Prac- 
tically all  of  the  business  houses  here  employ  French,  though  they 
also  use  the  other  languages  mentioned,  and  it  may  just  as  well  be 
understood  in  advance  that  the  correspondence,  catalogues,  price 
lists,  weights,  and  measurements  must  be  in  French  if  satisfactory 
results  are  to  be  obtained. 

PACKING   FOE   OVERLAND   TRANSPORTATION    BY   CAMELS — ^INSURANCE. 

If  there  is  anything  that  hurts  export  business,  it  is  careless  and 
inadequate  packing,  not  only  insufficient  packing,  out  a  disregard  by 
the  shipper  of  instructions  from  the  buyer  on  this  subject.  Unless 
boxes  are  constructed  of  sound  timber,  at  least  1  inch  in  thickness 
and  well  bound  with  strap  iron  and  the  contents  secured  so  that  they 
do  not  shake  around  or  rub  in  the  case,  the  goods  become  damaged 
and  quantities  are  lost  or  stolen,  and  as  a  result  the  consignee  is  jus- 
tified in  refusing  to  accept  the  shipment.  Often  caaes  are  poorly 
addressed,  the  names  being  written  with  a  brush,  when  stencils  at 
least  two  to  three  inches  in  height  should  be  used. 

When  at  all  possible,  boxes  Siould  weigh  from  125  to  175  pounds, 
in  order  to  make  half  a  load  for  a  camel,  as  that  is  the  principal  means 
of  conveyance  from  Alexandretta  to  the  interior.  Should  the  boxes 
be  overweight,  they  must  be  knocked  to  pieces  and  the  contents 
repacked  to  suit  tms  method  of  transportation,  and  when  once  un- 
packed they  can  never  be  properly  repacked  by  inexperienced  hands. 
Such  an  occurrence  causes  so  much  dissatisfaction  among  local  mer- 
chants that  an  order  will  rarely  be  repeated  to  a  firm  which  does  not 
f)ack  the  goods  to  suit  the  local  necessities.  European  competitors 
earned  this  lesson  long  ago  and  follow  it.  Silk  and  dry  goods,  which 
are  damaged  by  sea  air  and  water,  should  be  packed  in  tin-lined 
boxes. 

The  importance  of  insurance  against  loss  or  damage  should  not  be 
overlooked,  as  well  as  insurance  against  theft.  It  is  a  common  occur- 
rence for  packages  to  be  received  that  are  short  a  part  or  all  of  the 
contents,  possibly  because  of  inferior  packing,  but  often  because  of  a 
lack  of  precaution  to  have  them  insured  against  loss  by  theft.  This 
protection,  while  costing  very  little,  is  necessary  in  connection  with 
the  shipment  of  certain  kinds  of  goods  destined  for  these  parts. 

ALEPPO   MERCHANTS   WANT  TO   IMPORT  DIRECTLY. 

Many  reputable  houses  in  the  United  States  have  given  the  sole 
agencies  for  their  goods  to  firms  either  in  Constantinople,  Smyrna,  or 
Beirut,  and  sometimes  in  Alexandria,  Egypt.  This  action  frequently 
deprives  the  local  dealer  of  a  suitable  opportunity  to  purchase  Amer- 
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ican  goods  that  will  sell  in  these  markets,  and  compels  him  to  go  to 
the  sole  agent  with  his  orders,  if  he  gives  any,  knowing  that  he  is  pay- 
ing 5  to  15  per  cent  more  for  the  goods  than  if  he  bought  direct. 

It  Would  be  a  profitable  move  on  the  part  of  American  houses  if  they 
would  discontinue  this  method  of  doing  business,  especially  when  the 
agent  and  customer  are  not  located  in  the  same  city.  Aleppo  should 
be  cut  out  of  the  territory  controlled  by  agents  in  any  other  city,  as 
there  are  various  reliable  commission  nouses  here  well  able  and  de- 
sirous of  handling  any  line  of  goods.  This  was  most  forcibly  im- 
pressed upon  the  writer  a  short  time  ago  when  a  local  dealer  was  asked 
why  he  did  not  handle  a  certain  article,  to  which  he  replied  that  he 
had  been  unable  to  buy  except  through  a  Constantinople  agencv, 
which  fact  compelled  him  to  let  it  alone,  as  that  agent  made  all  of  the 
profit. 

One  of  the  chief  hindrances  to  the  successful  exploitation  of  Amer- 
ican trade  in  Syria  is  the  absence  of  direct  transportation  lines  be- 
tween here  and  the  United  States.  All  goods  must  arrive  in  Europe 
and  be  transshipped  over  the  English,  German,  French,  Italian  or 
Greek  lines,  and  not  infrequently  they  arrive  at  a  much  later  date  than 
had  been  anticipated  by  tne  buyer,  which  fact  may  cause  him  to  miss 
his  market  and  compel  him  to  carry  the  goods  over  to  another  year. 
European  competitors  can  place  their  goods  on  the  market  witnout 
great  delay,  thereby  avoidmg  any  such  disagreeable  and  costly  re- 
sults. This  inconvenience  may  be  overcome  in  the  case  of  small 
Earcels  by  utilizing  the  parcels  post  facilities  existing  between  the 
f^nited  States  and  certain  foreign  countries  of  Europe  that  have  post- 
offices  established  at  Alexandretta  and  Beirut,  Syria.  The  foreign 
post-offices  at  the  fqrmer  place  are  the  Russian,  Italian,  French,  and 
Austrian.  At  Beirut  there  are  British  and  German  post-offices  in 
addition  to  the  foregoing.  Care  should  be  taken  not  to  confuse  Alex- 
andretta, Syria,  with  Alexandria,  Egypt,  as  is  frequently  done  by 
American  shippers. 

TRAVELING  SALESMEN  NECESSARY. 

Competent  traveling  salesmen  should  be  sent  to  Syria  at  freouent 
intervals,  at  least  annually,  in  order  that  American  firms  may  leam 
the  demands  of  the  trade  and  how  to  meet  them.  Such  salesmen 
must  necessarily  know  the  languages  of  the  country  and  be  acquainted 
with  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people.  In  this  country  a  sales- 
man can  not  rush  around  taking  orders  as  he  is  accustomed  to  doing 
in  the  United  States,  but  generally  he  secures  a  local  commission 
merchant  as  his  representative,  at  whose  place  of  business  he  makes 
his  headquarters,  and  the  merchant  then  invites  the  dealers  to  inspect 
the  samples,  and  orders  are  taken,  usually  through  the  joint  persua- 
sion of  tne  salesman  and  the  commission  agent.  Considerable  time  is 
allowed  to  permit  the  customer  to  arrive  at  a  decision  and  select  what 
he  wants.  Any  effort  on  the  part  of  the  salesman  to  rush  the  busi- 
ness will  usually  be  looked  upon  by  the  prospective  customer  with 
disfavor,  and  may  spoil  the  chances  of  a  sale. 

It  frequently  happens  that  a  firm  in  the  United  States  does  not  feel 
justified  in  sending  a  traveling  man  to  represent  it.  In  that  case  it 
would  seem  practicable  for  several  noncompeting  firms  to  combine 
and  send  a  competent  man  who  may  be  authorized  to  handle  their 
respective  lines.     In  this  way  a  certain  American  salesman,  who 
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recently  visited  Aleppo,  made  excellent  arrangements  and  took  orders 
far  beyond  his  expectations  for  nearly  every  article  he  handled. 
Some  of  the  merchandise  ordered  has  already  arrived  and  has  given 
eminent  satisfaction. 

European  houses  send  their  traveling  representatives  at  least  annu- 
ally to  visit  and  keep  in  touch  with  the  trade,  thereby  almost  com- 
pletely shutting  out  any  eflForts  on  the  part  of  American  finns  to  do 
business  by  the  catalogue  method.  As  American  products  enjoy  a 
splendid  reputation  here,  exporters  will  have  no  trouble  in  securing 
business  if  they  send  representatives  who  are  competent  to  handle 
the  trade,  cater  to  the  customs  of  the  people,  and  pack  their  ship- 
ments properly. 

BETTER  TERMS  OF   PAYMENT  REQUIRED. 

One  of  the  most  serious  and  important  complaints  made  by  the 
merchants  of  this  country  against  business  houses  in  the  United 
States  is  that  of  their  continued  refusal  to  grant  any  terms  except 
cash.  When  goods  are  bought  by  the  local  firms  tney  are  always 
asked  to  pay  cash,  or  that  a  credit  be  opened  in  London  or  Paris,  the 
best  possible  terms  granted  being  cash  against  documents,  and  this 
but  seldom.  On  the  other  hand,  if  American  houses  are  purchasing 
here  they  demand  from  three  to  six  months  credit.  Under  the  finan- 
cial circumstances  in  which  the  people  of  Syria  are  situated  it  would 
seem  to  be  more  equitable  if  these  demands  were  just  reversed,  for  in 
the  United  States  money  is  worth  only  6  or  7  per  cent,  while  here  the 
rates  run  from  10  to  15  per  cent,  and  funds  are  scarce  and  difficult  to 
secure  even  on  those  terms.  To  make  matters  worse  for  American 
merchants,  the  terms  insisted  upon  here  are  freely  granted  by  Euro- 
pean firms,  who  consequently  carry  off  the  business.  Amencan  ex- 
porters could  at  least  accept  cash  against  documents  in  all  cases. 

ARTICLES   SUITABLE   FOR  THIS  MARKET. 

The  masses  of  the  people  adhere  to  the  ancient  manners  and  cus- 
toms of  dress,  traffic,  mdustry,  cultivation,  etc.,  and  all  efforts  to  coax 
them  out  of  that  state  seem  futile.  Many  of  the  better  educated  in- 
habitants of  the  cities  and  towns  who  come  into  daily  contact  with 
foreigners  have  gradually  acquired  some  of  the  customs  of  the  latter, 
and  it  is  to  these  that  modem  manufactured  articles  appeal. 

The  foUowing-named  articles,  many  of  which  are  already  on  the 
market,  can  be  exploited  with  a  reasonable  expectation  of  success: 
Agricultural  and  farming  implements,  automobiles,  beer,  boots  and 
shoes,  brushes,  both  bristle  and  wire,  canned  goods,  carpenters'  tools, 
carriages,  carriage  wheels  and  other  parts,  cot  beds,  cotton-seed  oil, 
cooki^  utensils,  cotton  goods,  cutlery,  decorative  glass  windows, 
dental  supplies,  drilling  machines,  drugs  and  chemicals,  electric  fans, 
fancy  dress  goods,  files,  filters,  fountain  pens,  furnishing  goods,  furni- 
ture, galvamzed  roofing,  gasoline  and  petroleum  lamps,  glass  and  glass- 
ware, glazed  kid,  grinders  and  tool  sharpeners,  hardware,  harness, 
harness  leather,  iron  bedsteads,  iron-working  machinery,  jewelry, 
lamps  and  chimneys,  leather,  artificial  leather,  heels,  letter-presses, 
linoleum,  oleo  oil,  oleomargarine,  office  supplies,  oil  cooking  and  heat- 
ing stoves,  paints,  varnishes,  stains,  petroleum  products,  phono- 
graphs and  records,  photographic  supplies,  pianos,  organs  ana  other 
musical  instruments,  playing  cards  with  designations  in  French, 
pneumatic   tires  for  bicycles,  rubber  goods,  saddles,  saws,   safety 
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razors,  strops,  shaving  soap,  shoe  polish,  stationery,  blotting  paper, 
sporting  goods,  revolvers,  guns,  etc.,  tools,  toilet  preparations, 
watches,  docks,  whisky,  wind  pumps,  wire  fencing,  ana  wood-work- 
ing machinery. 

Ihirability,  simplicity  and  attractiveness  are  the  essential  qualities 
that  appeal  to  the  trade,  and  as  American  products  usually  possess 
these  requirements  it  is  not  difficult  to  imderstand  the  secret  of  the 
popularity  of  American  goods.  When  once  the  market  is  in  possession 
of  American  exporters  they  seldom  lose  it.  That  is  why  just  now, 
when  this  country  is  opening  up  more  freely  to  foreign  manufactured 
articles,  they  should  be  more  alert  to  grasp  the  opportunities  h^d 
forth  here,  and  should  strive  to  get  into  the  market. 

There  is  room  here  for  an  American  commission  house,  one  that 
would  make  a  specialty  of  American  goods.  Every  European  country 
is  so  represented,  which  fact  goes  a  long  way  toward  retaining  for 
their  respective  houses  the  lucrative  business  each  enjoys.  An  ener- 
getic American  firm  located  here  would  give  a  great  impetus  to  trade 
m  American  goods. 

IMPOETS   BY  ARTICLES   AND   COUNTRIES. 

Imports  and  exports  pass  principally  through  Alexandretta,  which 
is  notiiing  more  than  the  port  of  Aleppo  and  the  surrounding  interior. 
A  small  share  of  the  imports  into  Aleppo  come  through  the  port  of 
Beirut.  According  to  the  statistics  prepared  from  the  returns  of 
the  various  shipping  agencies  of  Alexandretta,  the  sum  total  of  mer- 
chandise handlea  in  the  calendar  year  1908  was  65,138  tons,  valued  at 
$16,357,309,  of  which  24,401  tons,  valued  at  $9,222,352,  were  imports 
and  40,737  tons,  valued  at  $7,134,957,  were  exports.  Of  the  foreign 
countries  the  United  Kingdom  sens  the  laigest  amount,  and  as  usual 
the  dominant  article  is  cotton  goods,  with  France,  Austria,  Italy,  and 
Germany  coming  next  in  the  order  named,  and  the  United  States 
ranking  ninth. 

In  the  following  statement  are  riven  the  articles  of  import,  the  total 
value  of  goods  imported  from  all  countries,  and  the  amounts  fur- 
nished by  the  United  States,  United  Kingdom,  France,  Austria, 
Italy,  and  Germany,  respectively,  in  the  calendar  year  1908: 


Articles. 


.Total 
Imiwrts. 


United 
States. 


United 
Kingdom. 


France. 


Austria. 


Italy. 


Oer- 
many. 


Coffee 

Coi 

Cotton 

Dra^i 

Dyes 

Qlaasware 

Hardware 

Iron,  and  manulactures  of. 

Lead,  sine,  etc 

Leather  and  skins 

Paper  and  stationery 

Pepper  and  peppennint. . 

Provisions. 

Sacks  and  sacking 

Silk: 

Tissues 

Thread 

Sugar 

Wme,  spirits,  beer 

Woolen  goods 

All  other  articles 

Total 


$45,550 

111,921 

4,200,545 

214,711 

53,194 

64,744 

619,879 

146,322 

180,076 

509,814 

114,330 

19,466 

133,832 

121,596 

864,535 
119,715 
148,257 
36,543 
446,901 
1,070,424 


9,222,352 


t779 

11,242 

973 


10,220 

11,855 

973 

3,504 

190 


1,752 


1,446 


$15,329 

80,580 

3,255,494 

35,282 

1,713 

14,478 

26,887 

16,351 

70,078 

161,680 

779 

12,361 

28,128 

98,060 

262,791 
52,558 


6,475 
83,217 
189,851 


$876 
3,066 

43,020 

08,109 
4,453 
3,066 

39,419 
3,066 

16,643 
263,034 
7,300 
2,336 
1,703 

14,580 

283,717 
27,204 
1,056 
6,472 
10,220 
99,763 


$10,512 

3,723 

126,529 

10,220 

28,907 

10,463 

88,570 

27,593 

19,709 

10,512 

51,463 

584 

24,333 

584 

167,651 


88,546 

5,621 

252,279 


$876 
297,830 
14,794 
6,714 
511 
12,702 
4,068 
10,375 
6,813 
12,653 
1,752 
7,494 


65,098 
14,891 


779 
9,198 


42,933 


4,411,110 


929,103 


927,799 


467,186 


$15,530 
121,225 
26,230 
7,9n 
20,147 
17.130 
24,440 
14,801 
17,519 
10,818 


3,407 


13,140 

****584 

5,300 
43,800 

7,on 


350,m 
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BXPOBTS — UNITED   STATES   A   HEAVY  PUBOHASEB. 

In  the  following  statement  are  given  the  total  exports  and  also  the 
amounts  exported  to  the  United  States,  Egypt,  France,  United  King- 
dom, Italy,  and  Austria,  respectively,  durmg  the  calendar  year  1908: 


Articles. 


Almonds     and     apricot 

Butter  (sheep) 

Cattle,  sheep,  horses 

Cocoons 

Copper  ore 

Cotton 

Qallnuts 

Gum , 

Lentils  and  chicle-peas 

Licorice  root 

Morocco  and  skins 

Oil,oUve 

Oranges , 

Pistachios 

Provisions. 

Raisins  and  figs 

Sesame,  etc 

Soap 

Textiles 

Wheat,  barley,  com,  oat^ 

Wool 

All  other  articles 

Total 


Total 
exports. 


$40,648 

449,228 

1,231,711 

915,875 

247,680 

138,417 

127,162 

39,346 

44,747 

770.902 

298,244 

40.654 

67.533 

255,176 

127,434 

13,812 

77,878 

161,686 

715,473 

143,381 

275,346 

951,614 


7.134,957 


United 
States. 


866,441 


Egypt. 


France. 


$1,460 

$8,721 

3,213 

148,307 

1,166,816 

2,336 

6,205 

4,964 

2,803 

311 

17.081 

700,737 

45,623 

2,044 

141,129 

175 

24,722 

2,482 

39,662 

80,385 

6,813 

35,282 

807 

9,572 

13,237 

195 

'W5 

18,687 

56,451 

34,951 

78,472 

7,066 

123.907 

$6,476 


783,045 

803 

14.155 

21,023 

12,675 

4,258 

8,575 

24,138 


22,654 
156 
526 

21,109 


7,008 
4,818 
62,875 
72,341 


1.917,879 


1,075,584 


United 
Kingdom. 


$9,636 


244,785 

1,051 

23,846 

642 

13,140 

141 

2,068 

1,703 


2,044 
8,566 


18,264 
195 
14,016 
22,644 
1,557 
35.510 


399,807 


Italy. 


$4,234 


103,558 

584 

36,440 


3,796 
1,246 
2,847 


7,631 


7,358 

110,859 

3,455 


282,009 


Austria. 


$2,555 


585 

3,153 

3,504 

7,008 

62,413 

681 

39,078 


2,273 
706 


175 

"ie'asi 


9.344 
1,874 


149,660 


Egypt  took  the  largest  amount  of  the  exports,  the  principal  item 
being  cattle,  sheep,  and  other  Uve  stock,  chiefly  for  food  consumption, 
while  France  came  next  and  the  United  States  third.  This  is  due  to 
the  considerable  amount  of  licorice  root  shipped  to  the  United  States. 
The  total  value  of  exports  was  about  $100,000  less  than  in  1907.  No 
particular  reason  can  be  assigned  for  this  slight  falUng  off,  unless  the 
difference  passed  by  the  wav  of  Beirut,  which  is  very  probable. 
Talring  eacn  item  into  consideration,  there  have  been  few  changes. 
An  increase  of  about  $300,000  in  the  shipment  of  cocoons  reflects 
favorfJi)ly  upon  this  occupation,  which  is  increasing  by  leaps  and 
bounds.  As  it  requires  only  about  two  months  in  the  spring  to  ma- 
ture the  worms  and  spin  the  cocoon,  cocoon  raising  gives  a  quick 
and  profitable  income  on  the  investment  and  labor  expended. 

INDUSTRIES   OP  THE   DISTRICT. 

The  textile  trade  is  hardly  holding  its  own.  The  manufacture  of 
laces  and  embroideries,  with  which  tne  Armenian  women  of  Aintab, 
Marash,  and  Orfa  have  occupied  themselves,  and  which  has  continued 
to  increase  in  volume  and  variety  for  the  past  25  years,  failed  to  show 
any  advance  during  1908,  and  the  recent  disturoances  are  having  a 
tendency  to  lessen  the  output.  The  soap  industry  is  suffering  from  a 
shortage  in  the  olive  crop,  the  more  crude  and  lower  grades  of  oil 
being  employed  for  soap  manufacture.  The  principal  centers  for  the 
manufacture  of  soap  are  Aleppo  and  Antioch.  Carpet  weaving, 
which  has  seemed  to  make  no  progress  for  many  years,  rumished  few 
or  no  exports,  and  as  with  the  weaving  and  dyeing  of  woolen  cloth, 
shoemakmg,  milling,  tailoring,  and  the  manufacture  of  copper,  brass, 
and  iron  utensils,  tools,  etc.,  fell  far  short  of  furnishing  enough  for 
home  consumption. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


650 


COMMERCUL  RELATIONS. 


That  this  consular  district  and  the  adjacent  territoiy  are  purely 
agricultural  and  that  practically  every  important  industry  is  lacking 
may  be  conclusively  shown  by  comparing  the  articles  of  export  and 
import.  The  distnct  taken  throughout  is  fertile,  and  all  kinds  of 
cereals,  fruits,  and  vegetables  are  raised  in  abundance  with  the  expen- 
diture of  Uttle  energy,  owing  to  favorable  climatic  conditions.  Agri- 
culture is  fairly  well  developed  throughout  Aleppo  Province,  the 
f)rincipal  products  being  wheat,  barley,  rye,  maize,  rice,  cotton,  peas, 
entils,  beans,  flaxseed,  sesame,  mustard,  vetch,  beets,  turnips, 
truffles,  sugar  cane,  and  tobacco. 

Cattle,  sneep,  and  goats  are  numerous  everywhere.  At  Orfa, 
Harem,  Bab,  Djebel-Semon,  Mumbadj,  Rakka,  and  especially  among 
the  Kurdish  tnbes  in  the  environs  of  Marash,  camels  are  raised  in 
great  numbers.  Arabian  horses,  especially  mares,  famous  for  their 
traveUng  endurance,  are  numerous  throughout  the  country.  For 
some  years  many  persons  from  European  countries  have  been  coming 
here  to  buy  thoroughbred  horses,  mares,  donkeys,  mules,  and  cattle, 
although  the  exportation  thereof  is  prohibited  by  the  Government. 

Nortnwest  of  Aleppo  there  are  numerous  mines  of  copper  and  yel- 
low marble,  and  at  the  village  of  Abou-Fayad,  a  distance  of  20  hours, 
there  is  a  coal  deposit,  and  netroleum  has  been  found  at  Arsous  in 
small  quantities.  At  Antiocn  a  deposit  of  lead  exists,  mixed  with 
silver,  antimony,  and  chrome.  There  is  a  mine  of  yellow  marble  in 
the  mountain  of  Baricha,  near  Harem,  and  another  near  Aintab. 
In  the  mountains  of  Marash  are  mines  of  gold,  silver,  iron,  and  yellow 
and  black  marble,  and  in  the  Zeitoun  district  are  two  mines  of  rich 
iron  ore.  The  lakes  Dj  aboul,  east  of  Aleppo,  produce  an  annual  aggre- 
gate product  of  13,750  tons  of  salt. 

Little  has  been  done  toward  developing  these  mining  possibilities. 

DECLARED  EXPORTS  TO  THE  UNFTED  STATES. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  the  consular  district  of 
Aleppo  to  the  United  States  dunng  1907  and  1908,  respectively,  was 
as  follows: 


Articles. 


Butter  and  provisions 

Coins  and  Jewelry 

Embroideries,  lace  and  needle- 
work  

Gallnats 

Gum 

Guts 

Household  effects 


1907. 


$14,684 
85 

41,364 


10,164 
3,602 


190S.       > 


$7,162 
1,391 

30,389 

1,431 

3,175 

3,256 

157 


Articles. 


Licorice  root 

Pistachios 

Rugs 

Skins,  goat  and  sheep. 

Wool 

AJl  other  articles 


Total. 


1907. 


$98,941 

18,187 

4,710 

7,846 

029,396 

853 


829,921 


19Q& 


fn3,972 

19,685 

2,373 

2,416 

185,268 


970.674 


Coins  and  jewelry  increased  from  $85  in  1907  to  $1,391  in  1908,  and 
will  likely  continue  to  grow  in  amount  from  year  to  year,  as  a  local 
firm  has  established  a  branch  house  in  the  United  otates,  where  it 
finds  a  considerable  demand  for  jewelry  of  oriental  handiwork. 

Licorice  root,  of  which  a  large  American  corporation  has  a  mo- 
nopoly, increased  from  $98,941  in  1907  to  $713,972  m  1908,  due  to  the 
fact  ttiat  in  the  previous  year  suitable  arrangements  could  not  be 
made  between  the  exporting  company  and  the  Ottoman  Oovemment 
with  regard  to  the  rate  of  tithes  to  be  paid  on  the  product.    The 
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tithe  question  having  been  adjusted  early  in  1908,  the  stock  of  root 
that  had  accumulated  in  the  factories  of  the  company  during  neariy 
a  year  was  shipped,  making  the  annual  exportation  much  above  the 
normal. 

Turkish  and  Persian  rugs,  never  a  considerable  item  of  export  from 
this  consular  district,  feU  from  $4,710  in  1907  to  $2,372  in  1908, 
probably  due  to  the  smaller  demand  caused  by  financial  conditions 
m  the  United  States.  Sheep  and  goat  skins  seem  to  have  been 
affected  by  the  same  cause;  decreasing  from  $7^845  in  1907  to  $2,416 
in  1908.  The  decrease  in  the  exports  of  wool  is  also  ascribed  to  the 
financial  crisis. 

BAGDAD. 

By  Consul-General  Edward  H.  Ozmun,  Constantinople. 

The  financial  depression  experienced  in  1907  readjusted  itself  to  an 
appreciable  extent  in  the  opening  months  of  1908,  when  the  rate  of 
interest  was  8  to  1 1  ner  cent,  as  compared  with  14  to  18  per  cent  and 
even  20  per  cent  in  tne  previous  year.  However,  the  Persian  poUtical 
crisis,  and  the  conseauent  depression  in  the  commerce  of  Persia,  which 
affected  Bagdad  trade,  the  inauguration  of  the  new  era  in  Turkey,  and 
the  Balkan  troubles  (the  Imperial  Ottoman  Bank  in  consequence  of 
the  Balkan  troubles  curtaiUng  its  operations)  caused,  later  in  the 
y^ear,  a  further  depression  in  the  money  market,  and  the  rate  of 
mterest  again  went  up  to  11  to  15  per  cent  and  continued  high  until 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Commerce  was  not  hampered  in  any  way  through  difficulties  in  ocean 
transportation,  though  trade  with  the  United  States  suffered  to  a 
certam  extent,  owing  to  the  absence  of  a  direct  line  of  steamers.* 
Rates  of  freight  were  lower  than  last  year.  The  Hamburg- American 
Line  and  a  new  British  line  maintained  their  services  to  the  Persinn 
Gulf,  and,  except  occasionally,  worked  independently  of  the  British 
combination  or  steamship  hnes.  The  Russian  Ldne  dispatched  5 
steamers  instead  of  4  dunng  the  year.  With  the  addition  of  2  new 
steamers  to  the  fleet  of  the  Hamidieh  Line,  the  decrease  in  imports, 
and  the  embargo  on  wheat,  introduced  in  August,  the  trade  of  Ba^daa 
did  not  suffer  from  the  inadequacy  of  the  navigation  on  the  Tigris. 
Land  transportation  was  also  available  throughout  the  year,  although 
at  high  rates.  In  normal  vears  cargoes  destined  for  inland  points  are, 
as  a  rule,  delayed  several  weeks  before  transportation  is  available. 
The  regular  carriage  service  established  at  the  close  of  1907  between 
Bagdad  and  Aleppo  had  to  be  abandoned,  owing  to  the  unsatisfactory 
state  of  the  roaas. 

CAUSE  FOR  DECREASE  IN  IMPORTS. 

There  are  no  authentic  statistics  obtainable  regardmg  the  trade 
of  Bagdad,  and  the  following  data  are  from  personal  observation  in 
the  market. 

The  large  surplus  stocks  from  last  year,  the  slow  demand  in  Persia, 
the  nonarrival  of  pilgrims,  and  the  increase  of  3  per  cent  in  the  cus- 
toms duties  contributed  to  the  decrease  in  the  value  of  imports  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year.  Manchester  and  India  cotton 
gooos  continue  to  be  the  leading  article  of  import.     Belgiimi  suppUed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


652  COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 

less  sugar  than  last  year,  while  imports  from  Marseilles  regained  their 
former  position.  Owing  to  a  shortage  in  the  sugar  supply  all  the  pre- 
vious year's  surplus  stocks  were  cleared  off.  The  winter  season  being 
extremely  mild,  imports  of  woolens  were  insignificant.  No  imports 
worthy  of  mention  were  received  from  the  United  States.  This  is 
not  because  American  goods,  and  particularly  cottons,  are  not  adapted 
to  this  market,  but  the  strict  terms  of  payment  demanded  by  busi- 
ness firms  in  America  make  their  introduction  very  difficult. 

THE   EXPORT  TRADE. 

Considerable  Quantities  of  wheat  were  exported  before  the  embargo 
in  August.  Hi^  prices  in  India  raised  local  prices  from  25  to  30  per 
cent,  and  this  witn  other  causes  induced  the  Government  to  order 
the  embargo.  The  scarcity  of  rain  in  the  three  Vilayets  of  Mosul, 
Bagdad,  and  Bassorah  further  tended  to  raise  the  prices,  but  sellers 
brought  forward  large  supplies  of  the  previous  year's  stocks  and  a 
heavy  rainfall  in  December  checked  a  further  advance  in  prices. 

The  export  of  dates  during  the  year  was  an  average  one,  and 
although  the  crop  was  good  compared  with  that  of  last  year  the 
yield  did  not  reach  the  normal  average  owing  to  the  great  damage  done 
to  the  fruit  trees  during  the  severe  cold  of  1906-7.  The  high  prices 
of  other  eatables  resulted  in  a  larger  consumption  of  dates,  and  this 
helped  to  exhaust  the  stock.  Prices  of  dates  were  30  to  35  per  cent 
higner  than  in  ordinary  years.  No  exports  of  ghee  were  made,  and 
owing  to  a  bad  spring  prices  ruled  30  to  35  per  cent  above  those  of  the 
preceding  year.  In  the  district  north  of  Bagdad  the  quaUty  of 
'  Awassi  and  Karadi  wools  was  good,  while  that  of  the  Bagdadi  was  not 
so  good  owing  to  a  bad  spring  m  Bagdad  and  neighborhood.  As  late 
as  August  prices  of  wool  ruled  25  to  30  per  cent  lower  than  those 
obtainable  last  year,  and  business  in  it  was  generally  very  slack. 
About  30  per  cent  of  the  entire  clip  was  consumed  locally,  although 
hitherto  httle  domestic  wool  has  teen  used  for  local  consumption, 
owing  to  its  high  price.  The  better  demand  from  Marseilles  and  Lon- 
don, which  started  in  September,  raised  prices  5  to  ip  P^^  cei^t  and 
attracted  considerable  Quantities  from  the  interior.  Since  then  some 
verv  good  business  has  oeen  done.  The  lai^est  exports  were  to  Mar- 
seilles, followed  by  those  to  London,  while  the  exports  to  the  United 
States  increased  50  per  cent. 

The  exports  of  carpets  diminished  about  50  per  cent  and  the  United 
States  was  the  leading  consumer.  There  was  a  heavy  demand  directly 
from  Russia  for  gum  tragacanth.  which  caused  the  Persian  sellers  to 
ignore  the  Bagdad  market  imtil  tne  shortage  there  affected  the  market 
in  London.  This  resulted  late  in  the  season  in  most  attractive  prices 
being  obtained  in  London,  and  led  the  Persian  sellers  to  divert  their 
attention  to  the  Bagdad  market.  Exports  from  Bagdad  showed  a 
decrease,  and  a  smaller  quantity  was  shipped  to  the  United  States  com- 
pared with  that  of  former  years.  The  gall  crop  was  below  the  aver- 
age, the  principal  consumers  being  En^and,  followed  by  Germany; 
little  was  shipped  to  France,  and  none  to  the  United  States.  Very 
little  business  was  done  in  skins  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  but 
later  on  the  demand  improved  considerably.  Of  the  tanned  skins 
the  greater  portion  were  shipped  to  London^  and  of  the  untanned  to 
Marseilles.    Exports  to  the  United  States  diminished  20  per  cent. 
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INDUSTRIAL   AND   COBCMERCIAL   EXPANSION. 

The  fact  that  the  present  constitutional  Govermnent  is  ready  to 
support  any  progressive  scheme  encourages  the  beHef  that  Bagdad 
will  soon  enter  upon  a  new  era  of  industrial  and  commercial  expansion. 
The  change  in  the  poUtical  regime  has  imbued  the  inhabitants  of 
Turkey  with  a  new  spirit  of  enterprise.  Several  companies  are  being 
formed  to  develop  trade,  modern  industries,  and  pubUc  works  of 
immediate  utility.  The  official  announcement  from  Constantinople 
that  the  Government  is  prepared  to  grant  concessions  has  been  warmly 
received  by  the  most  enterprising  of  the  people.  A  company  has  been 
organized  to  run  a  service  of  automobiles  oetween  Bagdad  and  the 
outlying  towns  in  the  Vilayet  and  the  promoters  contemplate  extend- 
ing the  service  to  Damascus  and  Khanakin,  on  the  Persian  frontier. 
Application  has  already  been  made  to  connect  Bagdad  with  Kaza- 
mame,  a  distance  of  5  miles,  by  a  line  of  tramway  to  run  on  the  eastern 
bank  of  the  river,  in  opposition  to  the  existing  Une.  A  commission 
of  the  public  works  department  has  been  formed  under  the  presidency 
of  the  govemor-generiil  to  go  into  the  question  of  pubUc  works  requir- 
ing immediate  attention.  Merchants  and  others  are  invited  to  visit 
the  commission  twice  a  week,  the  object  being  to  encourage  them  to 
take  up  concessions.  One  of  the  greatest  benefits  of  the  new  regime 
is  the  Government's  permission  for  free  navigation  in  inland  waters, 
and  this  is  particularly  beneficial  in  the  case  of  the  Tigris.  Besides 
the  Lynch  Line  of  steamers,  long  established  imder  peculiar  condi- 
tions, and  the  Hamidieh  line,  a  government  concern,  navigation  on 
the  Tigris  was  restricted  to  native  saiUng  craft.  Some  years  ago  a 
company  was  formed  and  succeeded  in  obtaining  permission  to  run  a 
boat  between  Bagdad  and  Samirra,  but  after  it  had  made  only  two  or 
three  trips  the  Government  issued  instructions  that  it  remain  at 
anchor  pending  further  instructions.  Under  the  new  regime  this 
boat  is  now  running.  A  new  company  is  being  formed  to  run  steamers 
on  the  Tigris,  there  being  practically  no  competition  in  rates  of 
freight  between  Bagdad  and  Bassorah.  The  Government  is  having 
plans  drawn  for  the  irrigation  of  Mesopotamia  which  promise  well  for 
the  future  of  the  country. 

DECLARED  EXPORTS — ^TRADB   OP  BASSORAH: 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  Bagdad  to  the  United 
States  for  1908  showed  a  loss  or  $193,693  from  the  previous  year. 
The  articles  and  values  are  shown  in  the  following  comparative 
statement: 


Articlm. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Carpets 

$79,466 
187,471 
71896 
8,160 
46,284 
12,201 

$30,403 

$33,627 

Data 

Skins 

$11,159 

166,239 

2,764 

8,927 

EzcnunBiit,  dojf 

7,621 

""i*6i2 
6,179 

Wool 

237,665 

OaOs '...." 

other  articles 

1,013 

Oum 

Total 

Intestines 

620,630 

326,937 

General  trade  in  Bassorah  during  the  past  year  was  on  a  smaller 
scale  than  for  several  years  precemng.    The  exports  to  the  United 
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States,  of  which  dates  are  the  principal  article,  show  a  decrease  in 
value  of  $277,606,  compared  with  1907,  and  of  $332,173  compared 
with  1906. 

The  crop  of  dates  in  1908  finally  turned  out  to  be  much  smaller 
than  was  anticipated,  being  about  15  per  cent  less  than  in  1907.  The 
principal  cause  of  the  shortage  was  the  intense  heat  and  southeriy 
winds  experienced  in  Bassorah  during  August  and  September,  which 
caused  the  fruit  to  fall  from  the  trees  before  maturity.  Owing  to  the 
limited  demand  for  dates  in  Europe,  and  to  the  original  estimate  that 
the  crop  would  be  an  average  one,  prices  were  lower  by  some  30  per 
cent  than  in  1907.  Exports  generally  to  Europe  were  also  15  to 
20  per  cent  smaller,  this  decrease  being  principally  in  cereals. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  continue  to  be  practically  nil. 
Freight  opportunities  are  scarce,  there  being  no  direct  steamers  arriv- 
ing in  Bassorah  from  the  United  States  and  transshipment  goods  are 
in  many  cases  very  unsatisfactory,  on  account  of  the  breakage  to 
packages  and  contents  and  to  the  delay  to  the  goods  en  route. 

The  imports  from  Europe  were  less  than  in  1907  and  importers 
complained  that  they  made  no  profit. 

The  declared  exports  from  the  Bassorah  agency  to  the  United 
States  in  1908  were  valued  at  $433,078,  against  $710,684  in  1907. 
The  articles  for  1908  were:  Dates,  valued  at  $396,113;  licorice  root, 
$34,615,  and  millet  seed,  $2,350. 

BEIRUT. 

By  Consul-general  G.  Bie  Ravndal. 

The  year  under  review,  as  far  as  this  district  is  concerned,  was  an 
off  year  as  regards  business.  Returns  covering  customs  receipts  at 
Beirut  would  indicate  the  following  movements  of  trade: 


Trade. 

1906. 

1907. 

IMS. 

Imports 

$12,862,455 
6,130,371 

$18,726,785 
6,343,860 

$12,209,150 

Exports - - 

6,076,367 

Total 

18,902,826 

20,070,645 

18,285,417 

Merchants  estimate  the  commerce  of  Beirut  to  have  suffered  a  loss 
of  20  per  cent  in  exports  and  10  per  cent  in  imports  during  1908  as 
compared  with  1907.  Statistics » gathered  from  consular  invoices 
show  that  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  city  of  Beirut  dropped 
from  $478,129  in  1907  to  $120,547  in  1908.  The  imports  from  the 
United  States  into  Beirut  fell  from  $253,431  in  1907  to  $221,106  in 
1908. 

Among  special  causes  which  adversely  affected  the  movement  of 
trade  in  these  parts  may  be  mentioned  the  financial  crisis  in  Egjrpt, 
Europe,  and  America,  and  the  partial  failure  of  crops.  Although  the 
barley  crop  was  abundant,  the  olive  crop  failed,  and  the  silK  and 
wheat  crops  were  poor.  There  was  a  surplus  of  imported  goods  left 
over  from  1907. 

But  for  the  natural  growth  of  the  commerce  of  Beirut,  owing  to  rail- 
road extensions  and  tue  consequent  acquisition  of  new  territory,  the 
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commercial  returns  for  last  year  would  have  shown  still  greater  loss. 
Wool  remains  the  principal  article  of  export  to  the  United  States.  I 
am  still  hopeful  of  estabhshing  relations  which  will  render  possible  the 
exportation  of  Syrian  raw  silk  directly  to  America,  perhaps  to  the 
extent  of  $2,500,000  annually,  or  about  half  of  the  ^rian  silk  crop 
exported. 

As  regards  imports,  no  extraordinary  feature  manifested  itself 
until  in  September  the  market  closed  on  Austrian  goods.  At  Beirut 
the  Austrian  imports  in  1907  amounted  to  about  $2,355,000,  the  lead- 
ing items,  in  the  order  mentioned,  being  cashmere,  wool  and  cotton 
cloth,  sugar,  fezes,  timber,  clothing,  paper,  glassware,  and  furniture. 
France,  Italy,  and  Great  Britain  were  the  principal  beneficiaries  of  the 
loss  by  Austria. 

The  United  Kingdom  not  only  occupies  first  place  in  Beirut's  im- 
port trade,  of  which  cotton  cloth  and  yam  constitute  about  50  per 
cent,  but  seems  destined  to  secure  a  still  greater  share  of  it. 

AMERICAN    INTERESTS   IN   THE   TRADE   OF   BEIRUT. 

Among  articles  imported  from  the  United  States  the  following  are 
most  prominent:  Sewing  machines,  oleomargarin,  beer,  leather, 
hardware,  canned  grocenes,  pharmaceutical  products,  and  fui*niture. 
During  1907  the  United  States  lost  to  Russia  its  share  of  the  petroleum 
trade  of  this  region,  and  in  1908  its  share  of  the  wire-nail  trade  was 
lost  to  Belgium.  In  both  instances,  the  cause  was  lack  of  due  appre- 
ciation of  these  markets.  American  steel  and  wire  interests  are  repre- 
sented in  Beirut  by  a  prominent  bank  which  has  neither  the  time  nor 
the  disposition  to  solicit  orders.  Similar  observations  apply  with 
eaual  truth  to  the  sale  of  agricultural  machinery  and  implements,  in 
wnich  trade  a  promising  beginning  was  made  by  American  manufac- 
turers several  years  ago. 

Progress  has  been  made  in  the  matter  of  the  importation  from  the 
United  States  of  oleo  oil,  cotton  oil,  and  com  oil.  Tnis  trade  is  capable 
of  considerable  development.  Owing  to  the  olive-oil  shortage  and 
to  objections  to  animal  fats,  cotton  oil  is  coming  into  popular  favor 
both  as  an  article  of  food  and  in  the  manufacture  of  soap.  Turkey 
in  Asia  ordinarily  produces  more  olive  oil  than  Spain  or  Italy  (respec- 
tively about  1,646,120,  1,408,560,  and  1,375,980  barrels  annually). 
Last  year,  however,  the  olive  crop  in  these  regions  was  short. 

Special  efforts  should  be  made  by  American  manufacturers  along 
the  lines  of  milling  and  irrigating  machinery,  boots  and  shoes,  mettu 
bedsteads,  building  supplies,  including  iron  beams  and  cement,  coal, 
cotton  goods,  flour,  iron  pipe,  lumber,  paper,  paints,  petroleum 
engines,  pumps,  refrigerators,  tools  and  implements,  and  enameled 
ware.  Tne  trade  in  cotton  goods  in  these  parts  never  has  been  seri- 
ously exploited  bv  American  manufacturers,  although  it  runs  up 
into  millions  of  dollars. 

The  attention  of  American  exporters  and  capitalists  is  invited  to 
the  present  economic  revival  and  the  constantly  increasing  induce- 
ments presented  by  the  markets  of  the  Levant.  As  soon  as  American 
manufacturers  realize  more  fuUv  the  underlying  causes  and  the 
extent  of  this  development,  no  cloubt  a  more  vigorous  effort  will  be 
made  by  them  to  secure  proper  vantage  ground. 
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IMPORTS   BY   ARTICLES. 


In  the  following  statement  is  given  the  estimated  value  of  the 
imports,  by  articles,  for  1908: 


Articles. 


Cement  and  lime 

Coal 

Coffee 

Copper 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Tissues 

Yam : 

Feres 

Flour 

Glassware^ 

Indi)^ 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of: 

Iron 

Hardware 

Nails 

Sewing  machines 

Leather  and  hides 


Value. 


$32,000 

325,480 

246,990 

93,000 

4,860,000 
C00,0C0 
150,000 
145,380 
125,000 
104,480 

275,300 
150,000 
37,000 
120,000 
630,000 


Articles. 


Marble 

Paper 

Oil:  Petroleimi 

Provisions 

Rice 

Silk,  manufactures  of. 
Spirits,  etc.: 

Alcohol 

Beer 

Sugar 

TUcs 

Timber 

Tombac 

Woolen  tissues 

All  other  articles 


Vahw. 


$100,000 
350,000 
192,500 
120,000 
396,470 
871,000 

37,000 
68,000 
636,900 
40.000 
400,000 
119,730 
152,000 
830,800 


Total ,  12,209.150 


The  prospects  for  1909  are  bright.  A  new  spirit  of  enterprise  has 
been  developed,  and  administrative  improvements  are  being  intro- 
duced which  are  likelv  to  benefit  the  tillers  of  the  soil  in  the  matter 
of  taxation  and  banlc  loans,  and  the  merchants  in  the  matter  of 
customs-house  and  other  reforms. 

NEED  OF  PABCELS  POST  AND   STEAMSHIP  SEBVIGE. 

The  desirability  of  a  parcels-post  service  between  Syria  and  the 
United  States,  and  the  necessity  of  more  care  in  the  matter  of  steam- 
ship sailings  so  as  to  avoid  unnecessary  delays  of  goods  en  route 
should  be  taken  into  consideration  by  Ainerican  exporters. 

Syrian  merchants  complain  that  samples  for  which  they  send  to 
the  United  States  as  first  steps  in  endeavoring  to  introduce  American 
goods  come  absurdly  high,  and  that  the  expense  of  transportation 
often  exceeds  in  cost  the  article  itself.  Besides,  samples  are  slow 
in  coming.  In  a  country  where  samples,  not  catalogues,  determine 
orders,  this  is  a  serious  drawback  to  American  trade,  especially 
when  sainples  may  be  obtained  from  Europe  so  much  more  easily. 
Also,  the  United  States  forfeits  a  large  business  in  mail  orders.  The 
treasurer  of  the  American  college  in  this  city  writes  that,  in  his  opin- 
ion, one  hundredfold  more  goods  would  be  obtained  from  the  LFmted 
States  than  are  now  imported,  if  the  parcels  post  existed.  The  college 
brings  many  articles  irom  England  and  Germany  every  year  that 
might  as  well  come  from  the  United  States.  This  is  true  of  wearing 
apparel,  household  articles,  small  scientific  apparatus,  novelties, 
jewelry,  stationery,  chemicals,  etc.  At  the  present  time,  the  cheapest 
and  quickest  way  of  obtaining  samples  or  parcels,  weighing  more 
than  4  pounds,  from  the  United  States  is  by  express  to  Bremen  and 
from  there  by  mail  to  Beirut.  Even  at  best,  the  proceeding  is  dila- 
tory and  expensive,  requiring,  of  course,  the  intervention  of  an  a^ent 
in  Europe.  In  this  respect,  the  United  States  is  placed  pt  a  distmct 
and  vital  disadvantage  as  compared  with  other  nations  interested 
in  the  markets  of  the  Levant. 
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In  the  matter  of  transportation,  it  is  safe  to  recommend  the  Italian 
route.  It  provides  frequent  sailings  from  New  York  to  Naples  and 
weekly  connections  between  Naples  and  Beirut.  Generally  speaking 
American  goods  can  be  delivered  in  levantine  ports  approxunately 
as  quickly  and  at  as  low  freight  rates  as  those  coming  from  Hamburg, 
Antwerp,  and  Liverpool.  There  is  no  good  excuse  for  the  poor  show- 
ing American  goods  make  in  Turkey,  Greece,  and  Egypt,  where  the 
United  States  furnishes  but  2  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  while  its 
purchases  in  the  same  markets  are  considerable. 


TRADE    WITH  THE    UNITED   STATUS. 


The  following  statement  ^ves  the  value  of  the  imports  into  Beirut 
from  the  United  States  during  1908,  by  articles: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

19U8. 

Athletic  soods 

1235 

380 
12,876 

165 
3.800 
2,155 

485 
4,160 
6,221 

130 
7,093 
5,456 
1,870 

170 

Iron  and  steel,  etc.— Continued. 
Machinery— Continued. 

Sewing  machines 

Tvoewriters 

$79,840 
1.210 
6,710 

B4!4fftm(£f,  iron  and  bnvis 

Beer '. 

Bicycles 

Boolcs  and  paper 

CtockA,  lamp^,  ^W . 

$14,400  ' 

$93,903 
2,020 

3,325 

245  i 

824 

1,378 

4,610 

Naiis..^!: .".:::::::::: 

Safes 

2,300 

Clothing  and  dry  goods 

Cotton  goods 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of: 
Leather 

13,245 
6,335 

4,600 

Drags,  medicines,  etc 

Boots  and  shoes 

1,260 

FloS.'. 

Harness  and  saddlery. . . 

129 

3,757 
3.884 
1,296 

Oils: 

Corn 

600 

Ice-cream  freezers,  etc 

Cotton-fleed 

2,000 

Instruments,  musical 

Oleo 

66,760 
120 

67,681 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

218 

800 

300 

6,137 

t 

Paints 

Carriage  supplies 

Pen«,  fountain. . . 

415 

Cutlery ' 

PhonograpbiB 

1,765 
360 

Firearms 

Suspenders 

235^ 

Hardware 

6,730 

2,380 
9,876 
3,766 

500 

Machinery- 

Toys 

480 
18,758 

189 

Agricultural 

ISC*:::::::::::::: 

All  other  articles 

3,200 

i,666  1 

Total 

253,431 

221,106 

In  the  following  table  is  given  the  declared  value  of  articles  exported 
from  Beirut,  Damascus,  I&ifa,  and  Tripoli,  all  of  the  Beirut  consular 
district,  to  the  United  States  during  1907  and  1908,  respectively: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

ArUcles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Arms 

$64 

Rugs 

$2,573 
1,073 
4,005 
80 
1,509 
1,008 
1.915 
680,746 
6,487 

$5,714 

Bitumoi 

$4,146 

672 

27,179 

Skins,  goat 

1,923 

Books 

313 

9,648 

241 

34,280 

*""2,'496 
1,046 

Soap 

3,171 

Brass  and  copper 

Tobacco 

Casings. " 

Tombac,  Persian .... 

J, 340 
459 

Cotton  lace 

25,346 
416 
9,831 
10,333 
2,484 
262 
79,909 

Wine 

Liquors 

Woodwork 

328 

Manufactured  goods 

Wool 

121,326 

Needlework...: 

All  other  articles 

1,102 

Oil,  olive 

Total 

Personal  effects 

922 
58,192 

759,872 

242,657 

Provisions 

DAMASCUS  AOBNCT. 

By  Consular  Agent  Nasif  Meshaka. 


Among  American  articles  which  are  beginning  to  gain  a  foothold 
in  Damascus  are  boots  and  shoes,  inclucOng  nibber  shoes,  leather, 
metal  bedsteads,  nails,  cooking  stoves^  cabot  cotton  cloth^  agricul- 
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tural  implements,  caimed  beef,  razors,  oleo  oil,  and  mechanics'  tools. 
English  IS  the  favorite  foreign  language  of  Ottoman  subjects,  espe- 
ciafly  the  Turks.  The  United  States  is  sincerely  welcomed  in  busi- 
ness dealings  with  Turkey.  The  best  and  most  influential  newspapers 
in  the  Arabic  language  are  published  by  graduates  of  the  Amencan 
college  in  Beirut. 

HAIFA  AOENCT. 

By  Consul-general  G.  Bie  Ravndal,  BErauT. 

Haifa  showed  an  increase  over  the  previous  vear  in  the  matter  of 
imports,  the  receipts  at  the  custom-house  having  amounted  to 
$106,730  m  1908,  against  $48,750  m  1907.  Even  allowing  for  the 
fact  that  the  increased  customs  duty,  which  was  raised  from  8  to  11 
per  cent,  did  not  operate  during  the  first  five  months  of  1907,  the 
commercial  progress  at  Haifa  is  noteworthy.  Haifa  is  certain  in  time 
to  become  an  important  city  as  the  terminus  of  the  Hedjaz  Railroad 
and  perhaps  the  seaport  of  both  Damascus  and  Jerusalem.  Mer- 
chants at  Haifa  display  a  tendencv  toward  direct  dealings  with 
Europe  and  the  United  States  instead  of  going  to  Beirut  with  their 
orders. 

The  grain  crops,  except  sesame,  were  good.  The  olive  crop,  which 
is  the  chief  source  of  revenue  of  the  Haifa  and  Acca  district,  has  been 
diminishing  in  recent  years  owing  to  deficient  rainfall,  and  last  year 
failed  utterly.  The  average  rainfall  at  Haifa  is  about  29  inches. 
During  1906-7  it  was  22  inches,  and  in  1907-8,  23  inches.  The  rams 
last  year  were  well  distributed,  and  therefore  the  grain  crops  came 
out  weU.  But  the  olive  trees  are  beginning  to  suffer.  Common  olive 
oil  now  sells  for  72  cents  per  gallon,  nearly  twice  the  regular  price. 

During  1908  the  Hedjaz  Railway  imported  29,543  tons  of  Cardiff 
coal  and  9  locomotives.  The  imports  into  Haifa  from  the  United 
States  were  as  follows:  Agricultural  implements,  $1,490;  carriage 
supplies,  $579-  dry  goods,  $30;  groceries,  $484;  hardware  and  sad- 
dleiy,  $700.  The  exports  to  the  United  States  were  oUve  oil,  worth 
$2,018,  castile  soap  $3,171,  and  wine  $459. 

TRIPOLI  AOENCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  Ira  Harris. 

There  is  a  steady  growth  in  Tripoli  along  commercial  lines.  Build- 
ing operations  have  expanded.  Portland  cement,  hydraulic  lime,  and 
building  stone  are  much  in  demand.  The  price  of  quarried  stone 
has  increased  50  per  cent  during  the  last  few  years.  Lumber  also 
has  increased  in  demand  and  in  price.  More  than  500,000  orange 
and  lemon  boxes  were  made  in  Tripoli  during  1908. 

As  in  the  past,  Great  Britain  contmues  to  supply  the  cotton  thread 
used  on  the  hand  looms  of  Horns  and  Hamath,  also  most  of  the  calico 
and  bleached  and  unbleached  cotton  cloth.  A  considerable  quantity 
of  No.  10  cotton  thread  is  used  by  the  natives  in  lace  making.  Most 
of  the  product  is  sold  to  the  United  States.     Printed  calico  is  im- 

Eorted  from  Italy,  Austria,  and  Germany,  and  dress  goods  of  the 
etter  equality  come  from  France. 

Austria  has  a  most  effective  system  of  pushing  its  trade  here, 
maintaining  agencies  and  suba^encies  in  all  cities  and  towns,  ana 
dispatching  numerous  commercial  travelers  who,  together  witn  the 
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local  agents,  make  a  study  of  the  needs  of  the  market.  Reports  to 
the  head  offices  m  Austria  are  made,  and  the  suggestions  contained 
therein  are  carried  out,  with  the  result  that  Austria  commands  about 
50  per  cent  of  the  imports  into  Tripoli.  The  rebates  given  in  freight 
charges  and  the  favorable  terms  or  payment  (from  6  to  12  montns' 
credit)  make  Austrian  articles  prime  favorites. 

FOREIGN   CAPITAL — AMERICAN   TRADE. 

Rumors  have  been  rife  of  foreign  capital  seeking  investment  at 
TripoU  in  the  construction  of  a  harbor  and  of  a  railroad  to  the  inte- 
rior. Native  and  British  capitalists  have  practically  decided  to  build 
a  railroad  as  far  as  Homs,  some  60  miles  to  the  east.  If  this  railroad 
should  be  constructed  and  extended  to  Deir  on  the  Euphrates  and 
thence  to  the  Persian  Gulf  as  planned,  it  would  place  Tripoli  in  the 
forefront  of  Syrian  commercial  centers. 

Among  things  needed  at  Tripoli  are  cottons,  candles,  coal,  groceries, 
biscuits,  soap,  vegetable  oils,  paints,  colors,  dyestuffs,  sewing  ma- 
chines, furmture,  cloth  and  clothing,  rubber  shoes,  beer,  bricks, 
cement,  flour,  hardware,  leather,  tools,  carriages,  tvpewriters,  pumps, 
watches  and  clocks,  paper  of  all  kinds,  and  leacf  pencils.  It  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  Svria  is  not  a  manufacturing  country,  except 
as  to  cotton  and  silk  stuns  woven  on  hand  looms. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  into  Tripoli  in  1908  were  as 
follows:  Cotton  cloth,  $10,600;  drugs,  $1,500;  hardware,  $10,650; 
miscellaneous,  $30,000;  oleo  oil,  $5,430;  pumps,  $8,890;  petroleum, 
$38,000;  wheat  and  flour,  $18,000. 

The  great  natural  resources  have  been  but  slightly  developed,  for 
want  of  capital  on  the  one  hand  and  lack  of  enterprise  on  the  other. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  new  regime  to  grant  ample  scope  to  foreign 
capital.  Alreadv  improvements  are  noticeable  and  a  revival  of 
trade  all  along  the  line  may  be  looked  for. 

CYPRUS. 

By  Consul-Gene RAL  G.  Bie  Ravndal,  Beirut. 

The  fiscal  year  of  1908  showed  continued  prosper! tv  and  progress 
in  the  island  of  C^yrus.  The  figures  for  revenue  collected,  as  well 
as  for  exports  and  imports  for  the  year  under  review  are  the  highest 
on  record.  As  a<"  .inst  $1,394,203  in  the  fiscal  year  1907,  the  revenue 
collection  for  t^  year  ended  March  31,  1908,  amounted  to  $1,515,396. 
The  principal  ncreases  are  attributable  to  bountiful  harvests.  The 
wheat  crop  was  the  best  ever  harvested,  amounting  to  2,600,839 
bushels.     The  oUve  crop  was  also  above  the  average. 

The  total  trade  during  the  fiscal  year  1907  amounted  to  $5,435,050, 
of  which  $3,015,270  represented  imports  and  $2,419,780  exports. 
In  1908  the  total  trade  amounted  to  $5,990,358,  of  which  $3,057,202 
were  imports  and  $2,933,156  exports. 

The  leading  articles  of  export,  in  the  order  named,  were  carobs, 
barley,  wheat,  silk  cocoons,  wine,  mules,  oxen,  donkeys,  sponges, 
raisins,  gypsum,  cotton,  pomegranates,  hides  and  skins,  wool,  and 
linseed.  The  heaviest  consumers  of  Cyprus  exports  were  the  United 
Kingdom,  EJgypt,  France,  Turkey,  Greece,  Austria,  Roumania,  and 
Italy.  The  Umted  States  bought  about  $6,000  worth  of  wool,  skins, 
cigarettes,  and  gypsum. 
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IMPORTS   AND   PUBLIC   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Cotton  piece  goods  continue  to  hold  first  rank  among  the  imports 
into  Cyprus.  During  the  fiscal  year  1908  they  amounted  in  value 
to  $336,991,  as  compared  with  $269,175  during  1907.  The  total 
imports  of  cotton  piece  goods  and  cotton  yam  amounted  to  $530,591, 
of  which  the  United  Kingdom  furnished  a  trifle  over  50  per  cent  and 
Jtaljr  nearly  30  per  cent,  the  balance  being  supplied  by  Austria, 
India,  Turkey,  and  other  countries. 

Other  articles  of  import  were  leather  and  leather  manufactures, 
valued  at  $169,084;  woolen  manufactures,  $151,364;  timber  ana 
firewood,  $144,351;  machinery,  $108,358;  haberdashery  and  mil- 
linery, $105,627;  sugar,  $102,341,  and  tobacco  leaf,  sacks,  oUve  oil, 
iron  manufactures,  petroleum,  coal,  soap,  and  flour  in  smaller  quan- 
tities. 

As  regards  the  distribution  of  trade,  the  United  Kingdom  ranks 
first  in  imports,  supplying  a  total  of  $943,199.  Next  in  line  is  Turkey, 
followed  Dy  Austria,  Italy,  Egypt,  France,  Germany,  Greece,  Bel- 
gium. 

For  public  works  the  government  of  Cyprus  last  year  expended 
about  $100,000,  largelv  on  roads  and  bridges  and  on  improvements 
of  Lamaca  Harbor.  Artesian  well-boring  experiments  are  still  being 
conducted  with  machinery  imported  from  the  United  States.  During 
the  year  61  miles  of  railway  were  operated,  against  48  miles  during 
the  preceding  year.  The  revenue  from  the  railway,  as  well  as  from 
the  Famagusta  Harbor,  showed  a  gratifying  growth. 

GYPSUM   AND   ASBESTOS    MINES,  SPONGE   FISHING,  ETC. 

Among  industries  which  are  practically  new  and  seem  capable  of 
considerable  development  may  be  mentioned  gypsum  and  asbestos 
mining  and  sponge  fishing.  Gypsum  has  been  exported  in  a  raw 
state  to  Syria  for  many  years.  Lately  factories  have  been  estab- 
lished in  Lamaca  and  Limassol,  from  which  manufactured  gypsum 
in  the  form  of  plaster  of  Paris  is  shipped  to  Egypt,  Europe,  and  the 
United  States.  Asbestos  has  been  mined  at  Mount  Troodos  by  an 
Austrian  syndicate  during  the  past  year  with  such  extraordinary- 
success  that  the  Government  has  been  almost  inundated  with  apph- 
cations  for  licenses  to  prospect  for  various  minerals  all  over  Cyprus. 

Sponge  fishing  is  bemg  carried  on  in  the  territorial  waters  of  Cyprus 
with  increasing  success.  Both  machine  diving  boats  and  harpoon 
boats  are  employed.  Like  the  Svrian  aad  Greek  sponges,  the 
sponges  of  Cyprus  occupy  a  place  or  honor  in  the  sponge  markets  of 
tne  world,  their  texture  being  especially  soft  and  fine,  rendering 
them  exceedingly  valuable  as  surgeons',  toilet,  and  nursery  sponges. 
Sponges  were  exported  from  Cyprus  to  the  value  of  $10,425  in  1898, 
but  the  amount  had  grown  to  $92,359  in  1908. 

Lnportant  experiments  were  made  during  the  year  with  cotton 
growing,  showing  especially  gratifying  results  in  the  case  of  the 
American  varieties. 

While  the  industries  of  Cyprus  are  developing  and  it€  trade  expand- 
ing, the  United  States  practically  has  no  relations  with  the  isluid, 
except  as  represented  by  the  activities  of  some  American  missionaries 
who  conduct  a  high  school  and  a  hospital  at  Lamaca. 
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HARPUT, 

By  Consul  W.  W.  Masterson. 

In  an  interior  and  long  settled  country  like  this,  where  there  is  but 
little  wealth,  where  the  wants  are  few  and  improvements  are  com- 
paratively unknown,  there  is  but  little  fluctuation  in  the  trade  in 
either  imports  or  exports.  The  value  of  the  exports  amounts  to 
about  one-third  that  of  the  imports. 

The  import  and  export  returns  have  been  prepared  by  this  office, 
there  being  no  statistics  of  trade  compiled  by  the  local  government. 

In  the  following  statement  are  given  the  value  of  the  articles 
imported  into  the  Harput  consular  district  and  the  countries  of 
origin,  for  the  year  1908: 


Articles. 


Countries  of  origin. 


Valne. 


MA1fOUBET-UL-AZIZ. 


Boolcs 

Oand  les 

Cloclcs,  watches,  etc 

Clothing 

Coffee 

Cotton,  manafactures  of: 

Crtwts 

Calico 

Handkerchiefo 

Prints 

Sheeting 

Croclcery  and  glassware 

Drugs,  dyes,  etc 

Enameled  ware 

FeMs 

Indigo 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of: 

Iron 

Steel 

Manufactures- 
Agricultural  implements 

Hardware 

Nails 

Roofing 

Sewing  machines 

Shovels 

Tools 

Jewelry 

Leather 

Metals: 

Copper 

Tin 

Oil:  Petroleum (.. 

Rubbers  (overshoes) 

Sacks  and  sacking 

Spices 

Sugar 

Tea 

Textiles 

Velvet 

Wool,  manufactures  of: 

Tissues. 

Underwear 

Yam 

Other  articles 


United  States,  England,  France.. 

Austria 

United  States,  Germany 

United  States 

France 


United  States 

United  States,  England,  Italy 

Austria,  France,  Germany 

Austria,  France,  Germany,  Italy 

United  States,  Italy,  England 

Austria,  France,  Germany 

United  States,  Belgium,  England,  France,  Germany 

Austria,  France,  Germany 

do 

India 


Total 

Imports  from  other  provinces. 


Grand  total. 


DIABBCKIB. 


Cotton,  manufoctures  of: 

HandkeFchJeb 

Prints 

Sheeting 

Thread 

Yam. 


Beldum,  Sweden. 
En^and 


United  States 

United  States,  France,  Germany.. 
United  States,  Belgium,  England . 

United  States 

....do 

France,  E  ngland 

United  States,  Germany 

Austria,  Germany 

United  States,  France,  Germany.. 


Austria,  England 

E  ngland 

Russia 

United  States 

Austria.  England,  Germany 

Singapore 

Austria,  France 

India. 

Belglnm,  France,  England,  Germany. 
France,  Germany 


Belgium,  England,  Germany.. 

France,  Germany 

England 


Persia. 

South  America.. 


England,  Germany,  Italy. 

do 

England 

do.. 


$1,300 

1,320 

2,480 

800 

5,000 

5,000 

52,800 

21,120 

110,000 

114,400 

2.680 

4,210 

5,200 

79,200 

2,500 

13,600 
740 

1,710 

3,960 

3,520 

660 

2,860 

880 

800 

1,520 

3,800 

4,180 
180 

65,000 
1,200 
6,200 
6,600 

35,000 
2,000 

35,200 
7,000 

130,000 

3,680 

74,800 

171,470 


974,470 
854,600 


1,828,070 


15,000 
35,000 

5,000 
170,000 
350,000 
20,000 


England,  India. 1     200,000 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


662 


COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS, 


Articles. 


Drugs.. 

Enameled  ware. 
Fezes. 
Galoshes. 

Glassware 

Hides,  buffalo 

Indigo 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Bars,  rods,  and  plaies 

llaraware 

Sewing  machines 

Leather 

Matches  and  tinder 

Metals,  manulactures  of: 

Copper 

Tin 

Zinc 

Paper 

Petroleum 

Sacks 

Spices 

Spirits 

Sugar 

Tea 

Velvet 

Woolen  goods 


Total 

Imports  from  other  provinces. 


Grand  total. 


Countries  of  origin. 


Valoe. 


France,  Germany. 

England 

Austria,  Belgium.. 

United  States,  Germany,  Russia. 

France,  Germany 

China,  India 

India 


England,  Germany 

Austria,  France,  Germany . 

United  States 

Austria,  France,  Germany. 
Austria,  England 


England 

do 

....do 

Austria,  France,  Italy 

Austria,  Russia 

India 

do 

France,  Germany,  Greece. 

Austria,  Englana 

England 

England,  France,  Italy 

England 


S5,000 
5,000 

37,600 
5.000 
7,500 

52.500 

10,000 

59.000 
175,000 

i.iao 

40.000 
15,000 

35.000 
20,000 
5,000 

80,000 

100,000 

40,000 

25,000 

5.000 

100.000 

5.000 

10,000 

205,000 


1,837,620 
387,620 


2,225,240 


COTTON   GOODS   FORM    MAJOR   PORTION   OF   IMPORTS. 


The  import  figures  show  that  over  one-half  of  the  imports  from  for- 
eign countries  were  yams  for  weaving  or  woven  goods  of  some  kind 
for  household  use,  that  no  machinery  of  any  kind,  except  sewing  ma- 
chines, was  introduced,  and  that  the  balance  of  the  articles  enumer- 
ated were  only  such  necessaries  as  would  enter  into  the  simplest  exist- 
ence. In  sheetings  the  United  States  leads,  as  the  people  like  Amer- 
ican cotton  goods  much  better  than  those  from  other  countries,  but 
in  woolen  goods  England  is  far  in  the  lead,  principally  because  of  the 
cheapness  of  its  woolens,  while  in  cotton  prints  Germany  has  the 
best  trade.  There  is  some  weaving  of  different  kinds  of  cotton 
products  in  this  country,  such  as  coarse  cottons,  towelings,  stripes, 
and  colored  goods,  but  this  is  all  by  hand  looms  and  the  output  is 
comparatively  small. 

Some  time  ago  some  cotton  goods  samples  from  the  United  States 
were  received  at  this  office.  The  samples  were  fine,  large  pieces  run- 
ning from  the  cheapest  to  the  finest  grades,  but  along  with  these  sam- 
ples came  cast-iron  instructions  that  the  money  must  accompany  all 
orders,  large  or  small.  Local  merchants  are  small  dealers  with  only 
several  hundred  dollars  capital.  Heretofore  in  buying  their  cotton 
goods  they  have  ordered  a  few  bales  at  a  time  from  some  dealer  in 
Constantinople  and  have  had  practically  their  own  time  to  pay  for  it. 
Many  of  the  local  merchants  came  to  see  these  samples  and  admired 
them,  and  said  if  they  could  get  such  a  line  to  pick  from  in  Constan- 
tinople they  would  gladly  buy,  but  it  was  useless  to  expect  them  to 
buy  on  such  terms.  There  is  a  large  field  here  for  American  cotton 
goods,  as  a  majority  of  the  people  wear  cotton,  many  of  them  all 
the  year,  and  thev  are  not  wedded  to  any  particular  brand  as  is  the 
case  in  some  markets;  but  many  of  these  merchants  can  not  buy  in 
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the  United  States  on  the  terms  offered  by  American  firms.  Their 
only  show  for  handling  American  cottons  is  for  manufacturing  firms 
to  sell  to  large  Constantinople  merchants  and  to  let  these  interior 
merchants  order  from  the  latter  in  small  lots  and  on  their  own  terms. 


EXPORTS   FROM   HARPUT. 


In  the  following  table  are  shown  the  principal  articles  exported  in 
1908,  and  also  their  values  and  the  countries  to  which  shipped: 


Articles. 


Destination. 


Value. 


MAMOURET-UL-AZIZ. 


Almonds 

Apricot  stones 

Cocoons 

Furs , 

Goatskins 

Leather,  morocco. . . 

Mahlep 

Opium 

Opium  seed  and  oil . 

Rugs 

Sausage  casings 

Silkworm  eggs 


Total 

Exports  to  other  provinces. 


Grand  total. 


DIARBEKIR. 


Almonds 

Animals: 

Horses 

Sheep 

Beeswax 

Cocoons  and  waste. 
Copper 


Furs 

Gum...:.. 
Intestines. 
Leather... 
Mohair.... 

Paste 

Prunes 

Skins: 

Goat.. 

Lamb.. 

Valonia 

Wool 


United  States,  Egypt,  France. 

France 

do 

United  States,  Russia 

United  States,  Egypt,  France. 

Egypt. ^. 

Egypt,  France 

France 

....do 

United  States 

do 

Persia,  Russia 


$43,000 

5,000 

31,000 

16,000 

176,000 

50,400 

720 

4,400 

700 

4,840 

26,400 

44,000 


410,460 
272,080 


682,490 


Egypt 

Egypt,  India 

England,  France,  Germany 

Russia 

Austria,  Frtmce 

England 

France 

Germany 

France,  Germany 

United  States,  Austria,  Germany. 

England 

...fdo 

Egypt 

India 


11,000 

15,000 
250,000 

2,000 
13,000 
206,000 
12,500 
17,500 

7.000 
30,000 

7,500 
42,500 

2,500 

1,000 


United  States,  Germany 100,000 

Germany 15,000 

England,  France,  Germany I  40,000 

United  States,  England,  France 200,000 

Total !      972,600 

Exports  to  other  provinces ' 1 ,  210, 300 


Grand  total 2,182,800 


TRANSPOBTATION   OF   FREIGHT   AND   PRICES. 

The  only  way  to  get  freight  into  the  Vilajets  of  Sivas,  Mamouret- 
ul-Azdz,  and  Diarbekir  is  by  caravan  or  in  wagons,  over  a  rough 
mountainous  road.  Sivas  and  Mamouret-ul-Azaz  are  reached 
through  Samsoun,  and  Diarbekir  through  Aleppo,  the  distance  in  each 
case  being  about  500  miles.  The  cost  of  freight  varies  according  to 
the  season  of  the  year.  During  the  summer  when  the  roads  are  open 
and  forage  is  plentiful,  the  rates  are  comparatively  low,  and  average 
about  $7.50  per  500  pounds.  But  in  cold  weather,  when  forage  is 
high  and  the  roads  over  the  mountain  passes  are  filled  with  snow 
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and  the  days  for  traveling  are  short,  the  freight  is  about  $15  per  500 
pounds.  It  generally  takes  freight  about  a  month  to  come  from 
Samsoun  to  Harput  by  caravan,  and  about  three  weeks  by  wagons. 
A  camel  will  carry  from  300  to  400  poimda,  but  the  load  must  be  in 
two  parts,  one  for  each  side. 

Wnile  the  prices  of  goods  are  generally  governed  by  the  cost  of  sea 
and  inland  transportation  added  to  the  original  cost,  yet  during  the 
winter,  when  transportation  for  several  months  is  stopped,  the  prices 
are  determined  by  the  amount  the  purchaser  can  afford  to  pay,  and 
the  simplest  necessities  become  luxuries.  A  case  of  petroleum  con- 
taining two  tins  of  almost  5  gallons  each,  which  in  the  summer  could 
be  bought  for  $2.40,  during  the  winter  is  sold  for  $4.40,  or  almost  60 
cents  per  gallon.  And  so  it  is  with  sugar,  coffee,  rice,  and  all  other 
supplies,  whether  of  foreign  or  home  production. 

The  only  vehicle  for  travel  over  the  main  road  that  leads  from 
Samsoun  to  Bagdad  is  a  wagon  called  a^*yailie"  which  has  springs, 
or  an  '^araba,"  the  same  kind  of  a  wagon  without  springs.  These 
conveyances  are  what  might  be  called  spring  wagons  in  our  country. 
Each  IS  pulled  by  two  horses.  They  are  rather  heavy,  and  are  made 
in  this  country.  There  is  a  seat  in  front  for  the  driver,  but  no  seats 
are  arranged  behind  for  the  passengers,  as  each  person  is  supposed 
to  bring  his  own  bed,  a  mattress.  These  mattresses  are  spread  on 
the  floor  with  pillows  and  the  luggage  behind,  and  thus  the  passenger 
reclines  during  the  journey.  Along  the  roads  are  khans  or  native 
houses  of  entertainment,  where  shelter  and  food  may  be  obtained, 
but  it  is  customary  for  the  traveler  to  take  his  own  food  and  bedding. 

The  rate  for  passage  to  Harput  from  Samsoim  is  $35  to  $44,  and 
it  may  be  a  little  more  or  less,  according  to  the  season  of  the  year. 
The  personal  equation  enters  to  a  great  extent  in  the  rates  for  passage, 
and  by  bargaining  and  haggling  a  lower  rate  may  be  secured. 

These  conveyances  are  built  m  this  country  in  many  towns  along 
the  road.  A  yailie  costs  about  $132,  and  an  araba,  which  is  generally 
unpainted,  $22  to  $44.  There  are  1,000  to  1,500  of  these  vehicles  on 
this  route. 

FOOTWEAR  AND  RUBBER   SHOES — ^FIREARMS — STOVES. 

The  poorer  classes  in  this  country  wear  a  shoe  made  locally,  and 
the  native  shoemaker's  trade  is  a  thriving  one.  These  shoes  are 
coarse  and  of  a  low  cut,  so  that  they  may  be  slipped  on  without 
difficulty,  and  no  strings  are  used.  They  are  made  of  native-tanned 
leather  and  are  very  cheap,  costing  80  or  90  cents,  and  last  but  a  few 
months.  The  higher  classes  living  in  the  larger  towns  generally  wear 
European  shoes,  but  of  rather  cheap  grade.  This  trade,  while  it  is 
not  large,  is  a  steady  and  growing  one,  and  it  might  be  well  for 
American  shoe  manufacturers  to  investigate  it. 

Until  a  few  years  ago  a  rubber  overshoe  was  unknown  in  this 
country,  but  as  the  winters  on  these  highlands  are  always  accom- 

Eanied  by  snow  and  mud,  the  advantages  of  overshoes  soon  became 
nown,  and  now  they  are  in  general  use  among  the  higher  classes. 
Overshoes  are  not  shipped  directly  from  any  foreign  country  to  this 
district,  but  to  Constantinople,  and  from  there  they  are  brought 
in  small  orders  and  on  terms  suitable  to  the  merchants,  llie 
greater  number  of  these  rubbers  are  made  in  America. 
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The  implements  of  foreign  make  in  greatest  demand  in  the  interior 
of  Asia  Minor  are  firearms.  Heretofore  the  importation  of  firearms 
into  Turkey  has  been  prohibited,  and  the  person  that  owned  a  pistol 
or  a  gun  could  sell  it  at  his  own  price.  Now  that  arms  of  all  Mnds 
are  allowed  to  be  imported,  the  people  are  waiting  for  opportunities 
to  buy,  and  the  prevailing  sentiment  seems  to  be  that  American 
firearms  are  the  most  desirable.  There  have  been  a  number  of  appli- 
cations at  this  office  from  prospective  dealers  for  catalogues  of  nre- 
arms. 

For  heating  purposes  wood  only  is  used.  It  is  bought  during  the 
summer  and  autumn  when  it  is  comparatively  cheap  for  this  country, 
but  at  its  cheapest  it  costs  about  one-fourth  of  a  cent  per  pound,  ana 
in  the  winter  when  the  roads  are  blocked  with  snow  it  sells  at  one- 
half  to  1  cent  per  pound.  The  wood  is  brought  in  on  donkeys 
from  places  a  day  to  two  days  distant,  which  adds  to  the  cost  con- 
siderably. 

Heating  stoves  are  made  in  the  local  bazaar,  of  sheet  iron,  light  and 
flimsy  affairs  that  bum  out  in  a  season  or  two.  There  are  no  cast-iron 
stoves  of  any  make  except  a  few  at  the  American  mission,  and  there 
are  no  stove  dealers  except  those  who  make  these  Ught  affairs. 
Cooking  stoves  are  as  scarce  as  proper  iron  stoves,  baking  oeing  done 
in  open  fireplaces  or  in  bakers'  ovens.  A  market  for  neating  and 
cookmg  stoves  might  be  worked  up,  but  the  stoves  must  be  of  a  cneap, 
durable  grade  and  not  too  heavy.  If  they  could  be  shipped  in 
knockedndown  lots,  it  would  be  better. 

The  roof  of  the  ordinary  house  is  of  mud,  and  requires  constant 
attention  in  the  way  of  rolling  and  replacing  the  wasned-away  por- 
tions. The  roofs  of  some  of  the  larger  and  letter  houses  are  covered 
with  rough,  homemade  tiles  that  are  rather  expensive. 

The  American  missionary  settlement  in  rebuilding  its  houses  and 
schools,  after  the  disturbances  some  twelve  years  ago,  covered  all  of  the 
roofs  with  American  metal  roofing,  and  tne  people,  seeing  the  ease 
with  which  the  houses  were  covered  and  the  lasting  quafity  of  the 
material,  have  become  interested  in  the  subject  and  within  the  past 
few  years  several  public  buildings,  five  churches,  and  several  scnool 
builaings  have  been  covered  ^dth  this  material. 

Owing  to  the  tariff,  the  heavy  freight  rates  from  America,  the 
heavier  transportation  charges  inland  and  the  scarcity  of  money 
among  the  people,  this  roonng  will  never  come  into  general  use. 
However,  in  the  future  on  pubhc  buildings  and  the  residences  of  the 
well-to-do  class  metal  roofing  will  be  used,  and  a  steady  trade  of  not 
very  great  proportions  will  juways  be  maintained. 

MINEItAL  DEPOSITS,  MrNTrNTG,  ETC. 

In  mineral  wealth  the  interior  of  Asia  Minor  is  one  of  the  richest 
of  the  few  remaining  undeveloped  countries,  and  particularly  in  this 
Vilayet  are  the  mountains  full  of  undeveloped  wealth. 

The  poUcy  of  the  Government  has  heretofore  been  to  prohibit  the 
exploiting  of  minerals,  and  except  on  some  rare  occasions  when 
enterprises  have  been  permitted  for  a  time  to  work  in  one  or  two  places 
for  copper  and  silver,  there  has  been  no  mining  carried  on.  But 
with  tnese  restrictions  removed,  as  they  have  been  recently,  there  is 
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no  reason  why  outside  capital  could  not  be  most  profitably  employed 
in  developing  the  mineral  wealth  that  in  many  places  is  so  prominent 
and  so  well  known.  There  are  deposits  of  gold,  silver,  coal,  marble, 
platinum,  manganese,  copper,  mica,  flint,  asbestos,  saltpeter  and 
petroleum  in  this  consular  district.  [A  geological  map  of  Harpot 
consular  district  showing  locations  of  mineral  deposits  may  be  seen 
at  the  Bureau  of  Manufactures.] 

With  the  exception  of  a  silver  mine  near  here  that  was  woi^ed 
many  years  ago,  no  mining  has  been  done  and  no  investigations 
have  been  made,  but  the  traces  of  the  more  valuable  minerds  are 
unmistakable.  The  oil  taken  from  one  section  has  frequently  been 
tried  for  illuminating,  and  the  Kurds  have  been  manufacturing  their 
own  gunpowder  from  the  saltpeter  deposits  for  many  years. 

In  the  Vilayet  of  Diarbekir  copper  has  been  mined  with  Turkish 
capital,  but  as  the  output  had  to  oe  transported  by  caravan  to  the 
seacoast  at  a  heavy  expense  it  has  not  been  worked  as  well  as  it  might 
be.  However,  with  tne  advent  of  the  new  railroad  to  Bagdad  it  is 
beUeved  that  this  mine  will  be  worked  regularly,  as  the  percentage 
of  copper  is  very  high. 

There  are  also  several  coal  fields  within  this  district  and  one 
within  a  few  hours  of  Harput.  These  veins  of  coal  are  several  feet 
in  thickness  and  the  coal  is  of  good  quality.  Owing  to  governmental 
restrictions,  none  of  this  coal  has  been  used,  but  now  that  these  restric- 
tions are  removed  mining  will  likely  be  commenced  at  once.  The 
development  of  these  mines  will  probably  prove  a  greater  boon  to 
this  country  than  the  development  of  any  other  of  its  resources,  as 
it  will  not  only  give  employment  to  many  men,  but  because  of  its 
cheapness  in  comparison  with  wood,  coal  will  at  once  come  into 
universal  use,  as  each  year  the  wood  supply  is  becoming  scarcer. 

AGRICXTLTUEE — FARM  MACHINERY. 

The  annual  output  of  grain  in  this  district  is  estimated  at  1,000,000 
kil6s  (kil6s=  169.68  pounds).  Of  this  amount  wheat  is  the  principal 
item  and  the  output  is  about  660,000  kil6s,  the  balance  of  the  crop 
being  barley,  millet,  and  other  cereals.  Owing  to  the  long  distance 
to  the  seacoast  and  the  high  freight  rates  there  is  no  wheat  exported 
from  this  district  and  the  consumption  always  equals  the  amount 
raised. 

Agriculture  is  by  far  the  greatest  industry  of  Asia  Minor  and  at 
least  nine-tenths  of  the  people  are  engaged  in  this  one  occupation. 
From  about  the  1st  of  «June  throughout  the  balance  of  the  year  it 
seldom  rains  and  the  farmers  are  dependent  entirelj^  on  irrigation  for 
raising  their  crops.  The  water  used  in  irrigation  is  brought  down 
from  springs  on  the  sides  of  the  hills  and  mountains  by  means  of 
trenches,  and  no  artificial  means  are  eniployed  for  pumping. 

The  soil,  owing  to  its  having  been  tillea  for  centuries  and  not  having 
been  renewed  or  cared  for,  produces  a  poor  harvest  at  any  time,  and 
the  work  necessary  to  raise  these  crops  is  far  ^eater  than  that 
required  on  the  improved  farming  land  in  the  United  States.  The 
heavy  torrential  rams  of  early  spring  have  long  since  washed  the  soil 
from  the  mountains,  which  are  always  barren,  and  only  the  vaUeys 
and  table-lands  are  cultivated.    Although  crops  are  scant,  and  one- 
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tenth  to  one-eighth  of  the  grain  raised  is  paid  to  the  Grovemment  for 
taxes,  this  country  not  onyr  manages  to  feed  itself,  but  the  districts 
near  the  sea  export  grain  in  considerable  quantities. 

A  plow  to  an  agriculturist  here  will  not  answer  the  purpose  unless 
it  has  only  one  handle,  as  a  goad  must  be  carried  in  one  hand  to  prod 
the  animal.  There  must  be  no  waste  of  anything  grown,  and  so  a 
reaper  or  mower  or  even  a  cradle  will  not  do  for  cutting  the  CTain.  A 
sickle  is  used  instead,  so  that  the  stalks  may  be  cut  even  with  the  top 
of  the  ground,  for  every  particle  of  the  plant,  from  the  head  to  the 
roots,  IS  used.  A  thrashing  machine  would  seem  indispensable  to 
take  the  place  of  the  slow  laborious  process  of  traniping  out  the  grain 
now  in  use,  but  unless  the  thrashing  machine  can  be  made  to  do  the 
kind  of  work  these  people  want,  it  is  useless  to  them.  The  wheat 
straw  that  has  been  cut  and  ground  to  pieces  by  the  thrashing  process 
is  the  principal  food  for  the  horses,  cattle,  camels,  sheep,  ana  goats 
during  the  winter,  and  unless  a  machine  could  be  introduced  to  tear 
up  the  straw  in  the  thrashing  it  could  be  of  no  use  here.  Even  if 
these  people  could  appreciate  and  learn  to  use  modem  agricultural 
appliances,  they  are  so  poor  individually  and  as  a  class  that  it  is  use- 
less to  try  for  a  time  to  introduce  such  machinery  without  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Government. 

The  new  govemor-g;eneral  of  this  district  is  deeply  interested  in 
improvements  of  all  kinds  and  he  is  trying  to  have  the  people  edu- 
cated along  certain  lines.  One  scheme  now  on  foot  is  the  employment 
of  an  Armenian  graduate  of  an  American  agricultural  college,  lately 
returned  to  this  place,  as  a  farming  expert  to  educate  the  people  in 
the  rudiments  of  their  calling  and  to  familiarize  them  with  tne  use  of 
farming  implements  by  raismg  crops  at  an  experiment  station.  If 
this  arrangement  is  perfected,  as  it  now  seems  fikely,  a  start  may  be 
made  toward  getting  a  stock  of  American  agricultural  implements. 

TRADE  OP  THE  VILAYET  OP  DIABBEKIR. 

Diarbekir  lies  immediately  to  the  south  of  the  Vilayet  of  Mamouret- 
ul-Aziz  (Harput)  and  is  included  in  the  Harput  consular  district.  It 
also  lies  in  the  interior  of  Asia  Minor,  and  tne  inhabitants  are  princi- 
pally engaged  in  agriculture  and  the  raising  of  sheep  and  goats. 

The  district  bears  every  indication  of  being  rich  in  minerals,  coal, 
and  other  deposits,  although  but  little  mining  is  carried  on.  A  copper 
mine  has  been  worked  near  Arghana-Maclen  for  many  years,  but 
owing  to  the  primitive  methods  of  mining  and  smelting  and  the  long 
and  expensive  caravan  journey  to  the  coast,  the  mine  is  not  worked 
to  its  full  capacity. 

During  the  local  disturbances  last  year  much  of  the  grain  was 
destroyed  and  a  large  portion  of  the  camels,  cattle,  sheep,  and  other 
live  stock  were  driven  off,  leaving  the  district  in  a  destitute  condition, 
with  diminished  import  and  export  returns. 

It  is  through  this  district  that  the  Germans  have  procured  a  con- 
cession to  build  a  railroad  from  Constantinople-Konieh  to  Bagdad. 
The  road  is  now  completed  as  far  east  as  Eregli,  and  upon  its  full 
completion  this  district,  so  rich  in  mineral  resources,  is  bound  to 
improve. 
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JERUSAIiEM. 

By  Consul  Thomas  R.  Wallace.  . 

The  cultivated  fruits  common  to  this  district  are  grapes,  peaches, 
pears,  apricots,  plums,  oranges,  limes,  lemons,  bananas,  mulberries, 
pomegranates,  prickly  pears,  olives,  figs,  and  melons.  The  nuts  are 
walnuts  and  almonds. 

The  most  important  and  valuable  of  these  products  are  olives, 
grapes,  and  figs.  Oranges  and  lemons  are  cultivated  most  extensively 
in  the  vicinity  of  Jaffa  and  at  Jericho.  Other  places  on  the  plain  of 
Sharon  and  that  of  Philistia  are  increasing  their  production  of  this 
fruit.  The  grape  is  common  to  the  whole  country,  is  of  excellent 
quality  as  a  food  product,  but  some  fault  is  found  with  the  keeping 
(juaUty  of  its  wine.  The  oUve  and  the  fig  are  almost  indispensable 
in  the  mountain  sections  because  of  their  adaptabiHty  to  varied  con- 
ditions, their  growth,  and  prolific  fruitage  in  the  shallow  soils,  and  their 
use  as  lood  for  the  people.  Melons  are  raised  extensively  on  the  plain 
of  Sharon  and  form  an  irnportant  item  in  the  commerce  of  the  district. 

The  agricultural  and  food  products  common  to  all  locaUties  are 
wheat,  barley,  peas,  potatoes,  millet,  European  vegetables,  and  other 
vegetables  common  to  the  land.  Small  quantities  of  maize  and  sugar 
cane  are  produced,  and  cotton  of  an  excellent  quality  is  grown.  In 
the  Jordan  Valley  and  the  plain  of  Jericho,  900  to  1 ,000  feet  below  sea 
level,  the  vegetation  is  tropical  in  character,  resembUng  that  of 
Arabia. 

Sesame,  which  is  raised  principallv  for  its  oil,  is  produced  on  the 
plains  in  considerable  quantities,  'the  by-product,  after  the  oil  is 
extracted,  is  used  as  feed  for  stock,  and  the  peasants  also  use  it  to 
some  extent  as  food.  Also  the  seed  is  sprinkled  over  thin  cakes  of 
flour  and  water  and  is  eaten  bj  all  classes  as  a  food,  especially  during 
the  fast  of  Ramadan.  It  is  nch  in  nutritious  properties.  Dourra,  a 
kind  of  millet,  is  another  product  important  to  the  district.  It  is 
cultivated  generally,  and  is  used  as  feed  for  stock  and  poultry  and  as 
food  for  the  country  people. 

Nothing  can  be  said  m  commendation  of  the  system  of  farming 
pursued  in  this  land.  At  the  same  time  the  industry  of  the  people 
can  not  be  too  highly  praised.  It  is  pathetic  to  see  the  amount  of 
labor  expended  by  these  poor  people  to  accomplish  so  Uttle,  and  the 
indomitable  patience  shown  in  the  accomplishment  of  their  tasks. 

MINERAL   RESOURCES. 

The  mineral  resources  of  Palestine  are  undeveloped,  although  rich 
deposits  of  asphaltum,  apatite,  or  native  phosphate  of  lime,  salt, 
sulphur,  marls,  and  bituminous  rocks  are  known  to  exist  in  great  quan- 
tities, easily  accessible,  and  convenient  for  mining.  Each  of  these 
minerals  is  plainly  indicated  by  the  outcrop,  which  shows  the  deposits 
to  be  of  great  magnitude,  especially  the  salt  and  phosphates  or  apatite. 

Some  of  the  natives  use  for  fuel  the  asphaltum,  which  outcrops  in 
many  places  and  is  easily  procured.  It  is  probable  that  some  or  the 
asphalt  found  is  of  the  nature  of  asphalt  coal. 

Asphalt  is  distributed  over  a  large  tract  of  country  adjacent  to  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Dead  Sea.     It  outcrops  in  many  localities,  expos- 
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ing  well-defined  veins  or  strata.  A  native  has  a  concession  from  the 
Government  permitting  him  to  gather  all  of  this  product  found  float- 
ing in  or  on  tne  margin  of  the  shores  of  the  DeatI  Sea.  The  product 
thus  gathered  is  of  fiSe  quaUty  and  is  nauch  preferred  to  the  ordinary 
article  of  commerce,  but  is  not  found  in  sufficient  quantities  to  give 
it  a  distinctive  commercial  character.  The  native  holding  the  con- 
cession sells  the  asphalt  for  10  cents  per  pound  or  more,  but  under  his 
concession  he  is  not  permitted  to  dig  it  from  the  bottom  of  the  sea  or 
to  mine  it  from  the  ground.  This  price  would  preclude  its  sale  for 
general  commercial  purposes,  but  if  permission  were  given  to  procure 
it  in  a  business  way,  and  it  proved  to  be  of  as  good  quality  as  that 
found  by  the  native,  it  woula  meet  with  ready  sale  in  large  quantities 
and  at  remunerative  prices. 

The  demand  as  well  as  the  price  for  high-grade  asphalt  is  constantly 
increasing,  and  the  trade  dealing  in  the  finer  quaUties  finds  it  diflicult 
to  supply  the  market.  An  examinatron  into  the  source  of  supply  of 
such  material  would  show  that  in  the  hills  and  the  valle3''8  surrounding 
the  Dead  Sea  hes  dormant  a  source  of  wealth  which  offers  splendid 
inducements  for  investment.  Economic  conditions  of  the  people  of 
the  whole  district  would  greatly  benefit  by  the  development  of  these 
mines,  and  an  opportunity  would  be  opened  for  wage-earners,  hun- 
dreds of  whom  are  eager  to  work. 

PHOSPHATE   OF   LIME,  SULPHUR,  AND   SALT. 

Another  source  of  undeveloped  wealth  is  the  great  phosphate  beds 
known  to  exist  in  different  localities.  During  the  latter  part  of  1908 
a  vast  bed  of  phosphates  was  discovered  within  10  miles  of  this  city, 
containing  an  inexnaustible  supply,  and  great  things  are  said  to  have 
been  promised  in  return  for  the  permission  to  open,  operate,  and 
develop  it — one  of  which  is  the  building  of  a  harbor  at  Jaffa.  There 
are  well-defined  deposits  of  phosphates  appearing  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Jordan,  one  in  particular  from  which  outcrops  in  vast  quantities 
may  be  seen.  Some  preliminary  work  has  been  done  in  the  way  of 
opening  ditches.  The  covering  fs  about  6  or  7  feet  thick,  and  a  depth 
ot  about  10  or  12  feet  has  been  dug  through  the  deposit,  which  is  said 
to  be  very  rich  in  phosphates.  It  occurs  with  white  limestone.  A 
sample  has  been  analyzed  and  found  to  contain  40  per  cent  phos- 
phates. The  entire  body  of  this  bed  has  not  been  fully  ascertained, 
although  a  depth  of  many  feet  has  been  disclosed. 

There  are  promising  deposits  of  sulphur  near  the  Dead  Sea.  Nod- 
ules of  pure  sulphur  mcrusted  with  hard  gypsum  have  been  found 
on  the  terraces  of  the  declivities  of  the  Jordan. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  Dead  Sea,  near  its  southern  end,  appears 
a  veritable  mountain  of  rock  salt.  It  faces  the  sea  for  a  distance  of 
6  to  8  miles.  The  mountain  of  which  these  salt  strata  form  a  part, 
Jebal  Usdum,  is  about  600  feet  high.  The  salt  cliffs  are  150  to  200 
feet  in  height. 
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IMPOETS   AND   EXPORTS   BT  ARTICLES. 

In  the  following  comparative  table  are  given  the  imports  into  the 
Jerusalem  consular  district  for  1907  and  1908,  respectively: 


Articles. 


Bedsteads 

BreadstaSa: 

Flour 

Wheat  and  barley .... 

CatUe 

Caustic  soda 

Cloth 

Coal 

Coffee 

Cotton  goods 

Fancy  goods 

Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of: 

Bars  and  girders,  Iron . 

Hardware 

Machinery 


1907. 


1908. 


$14,400 

163,000 
133,000 


42,200 
54,300 
26,425 
93,575 
1,338,350 


157, 100 
258,625 
41,950 


$18,650 
169,950 


40,000 
42,375 
68,450 
74,950 
131.825 
1,158,750 
40,650 


174,950 
205,750 
59,550 


Articles. 


Millinery 

oils: 

OUve 

Petroleum , 

Paints,  etc 

Rice 

Salt 

Spirits,  wines,  etc , 

Sugar 

Tiles  and  brfcks 

Timber 

Tobacco  and  tumbeki. . 
Zinc,  copper,  and  tin.. . 
All  other  articles 


Total 4,046,000 


1907. 


$51,925 

133,000 
153,550 

25,925 
195,500 

27,775 

42,850 
204,800 

65,475 
218,450 
266,625 

29,700 
307,500 


1908. 


$77,400 
227,440 

31,350 
276,060 

15,000 

38,800 
193,100 

60,225 
236,375 
292.550 

24.9S0 
358,010 


4,017,000 


The  exports  from  Jaffa,  the  port  of  Jerusalem,  in  1907  and  1908, 
respectively,  were  as' follows: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Beans 

$43,330 

$99,650 

4,350 

22,500 

72,000 

51,650 

72,690 

1,375 

844,725 

Sesame 

$236,625 
444,350 
80,750 

$273,735 

Bones 

Soap 

706.925 

Colocynth 

24.950 
40,620 
51,300 
79,870 

WatCTinelons 

110,500 

Dari 

Wheat. 

20,900 

Hides 

Wine ^ 

Wool 

169,250 
48,400 
103,130 

211.000 

8,050 

011,olive 

All  other  articles. 

148,060 

Oranges 

Raisins 

895,925 
19.000 
115,200 

Total 

2,421,709 

2,781,830 

Religious  articles 

133,750 

The  tables  of  imports  and  exports  do  not  present  a  true  picture  of 
trade  conditions  in  this  district.  The  facts  are  that  all  classes  of  busi- 
ness suffered  during  the  year.  The  financial  crisis  and  industrial  de- 
pression of  other  lands  had  their  influence  upon  the  business  inter- 
ests here. 

Enormous  sums  are  sent  to  Jerusalem  annually  for  benevolent  and 
ecclesiastical  purposes.  The  actual  amount  can  not  be  ascertained, 
although  the  estimates  would  place  it  as  greater  than  from  any  other 
source  of  productive  supply.  The  receipt  and  distribution  of  these 
funds,  and  their  absorption  into  business  and  trade,  explain  the 
anomaly  appearing  in  this  report;  that  is,  that  the  failure  of  the  crops 
and  other  unfavorable  conditions  of  business  have  not  apparentlv 
affected  the  commerce  and  trade  of  the  district,  at  any  rate  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  be  noticeable  in  the  value  and  amounts  of  imports 
when  compared  with  preceding  years. 

Jaffa  is  the  chief  port  of  the  district  through  which  the  foreign  trade 
is  carried,  except  for  the  exports  of  barley  From  Gaza.  The  value  of 
the  exports  from  Jaffa  in  1908  exceeded  that  of  eny  other  year  in  its 
history,  while  the  imports  were  only  $30,000  less  m  value  than  the 
best  preceding  year.  The  value  of  barley  exports  from  Gaza  avei^ 
ages  about  $1,000,000  per  yeJlr,  but  because  of  better  prices  a  lesser 
quantity  shipped  last  year  exceeded  that  sum  in  value. 
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AGRICULTURE   AND   HORTICULTURE. 

The  fanner  and  fruit  grower  were  more  successful  in  their  respective 
industries  in  1908,  there  being  a  complete  reversal  of  conditions  exist- 
ing in  1907.  The  products  of  the  farm  were  of  fine  quality  and  above 
the  average.  The  higher  prices  paid  for  them  helped  to  recoup  the 
losses  of  tne  year  before  and  assisted  greatly  in  bettering  conditions 
affecting  labor  and  trade. 

The  improved  conditions  were  not  fully  shared  by  the  hill  farmer 
because  of  the  failure  of  the  olive  crop.  Those  wno  suffered  most 
from  this  cause  were  in  the  many  small  communities  that  depend 
upon  this  product  for  their  maintenance  and  support.  In  1907  the 
people  of  Gaza  and  locaUty  were  compelled  to  go  outside  to  purchase 
food  for  themselves  and  feed  for  their  stock.  In  1908  they  exported 
over  $1,000,000  worth  of  barley  alone,  while  a  considerable  amount 
of  this  product  was  also  sold  in  tne  local  markets  for  domestic  use. 

The  wheat  and  barley  crops  for  1908  were  22,100  and  48,000  tons, 
respectively,  as  against  15,000  and  42,000  tons  in  the  previous  year. 
On  account  of  the  heavy  demand  in  foreign  countries  and  the  failure 
of  the  harvest  in  Tripoli,  the  price  of  barley  rose  about  40  per  cent 
in  the  middle  of  the  season,  but  toward  the  end  it  fell  slightly.  The 
sesame  crop  increased  from  3,000  tons  in  1907  to  6,000  tons  m  1908, 
dari  from  3,700  to  4,500  tons,  beans  from  1,800  to  5,300  tons,  and 
lumns  from  3,000  to  3,800  tons. 

The  grape  is  produced  in  abundance  and  is  used  both  for  food  and 
for  wine.  Brandy  is  also  manufactured  from  it  in  considerable 
q[uantities.  The  yearly  crop  can  be  depended  upon  with  slight  varia- 
tion as  to  the  quantity  and  quality.  In  1908  the  product  was  up 
to  the  average  and  large  quantities  met  with  ready  sale  in  the  local 
markets  for  table  use.  But  a  less  quantity  was  converted  into  wine 
than  formerly.  • 

The  orange  crop  of  1907-8  reached  a  total  of  nearly  900,000  cases, 
of  which  716,000  cases  were  exported,  England  taking  515,000  cases, 
Egypt  96,000,  Austria  16,000,  Turkey  68,000,  Russia  14,000,  Ger- 
many 6,000,  and  France  2,000. 

Good  prices  were  well  sustained  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  and 
stood  at  about  $2.25  per  case,  but  later  they  fell  much  lower.  The 
yield  for  1906-7  was  800,000  cases,  of  which  635,000  were  exported. 

SOAP  EXPORTS — ADVANCE    IN   PRICES — RAILWAY  RECEIPTS. 

It  is  estimated  that  7,000  tons  of  soap  were  manufactured  in  1908, 
of  which  5,000  tons  were  exported  to  Egypt,  which  is  the  principal 
market  for  that  article.  This  industry  has  suffered  greatly  from  the 
financial  strain  through  which  the  country  has  passed.  The  small 
yield  of  olive  oil  has  induced  merchants  and  manufacturers  to  import 
oil  from  Meteline,  where  the  price  of  this  commodity  is  reasonable. 

The  price  of  petroleum  varies  from  20  to  25  per  cent,  depending 
on  the  stock  on  hand  and  the  expense  of  storage  which  this  article 

Says  for  remaining  in  the  municipal  stores.    The  price  generally 
eclines  on  the  arrival  of  a  new  shipment.    Candles  have  fallen  in 
price  about  15  per  cent  since  1907. 

The  advance  of  30  to  35  per  cent  in  the  prices  of  flour  and  wheat 
that  occurred  in  1906  is  stiU  maintained,  with  a  tendency  in  the 
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()rices  to  rise  still  higher.  Building  materials,  such  as  iron,  tiles, 
umber,  lime,  cement,  and  plaster,  have  all  advanced  in  price  since 
1907.  The  advance  in  iron  has  been  10  per  cent,  and  in  tiles  5  per 
cent,  while  lumber,  which  rose  30  per  cent  in  190is,  has  remained  at 
that  point.  Manufactured  products  are  generally  advancing  in 
price.  Paper  and  cardboard  particularly  have  risen  from  15  to  20 
per  cent  over  1907  prices.  Textile  fabrics  also  have  advanced. 
As  to  food  products,  meat  and  poultry  have  advanced  about  20  per 
cent  over  tne  prices  in  1906,  and  show  a  tendencvF  to  go  higher. 
Eggs  have  increased  about  100  per  cent  since  1905.  Butter  has  oeen 
advancing  since  1905  about  10  per  cent  each  year. 

The  receipts  of  the  railroads  in  1908  were  $211,817  as  compared 
with  $211,515  in  1907.     Freight  carried  amounted  to  36,000  tons. 

FINANCES. 

The  failure  of  the  crops  of  1907  occurring  about  the  time  that  the 
financial  depression  existing  in  other  lands  began  to  have  its  influ- 
ence here,  many  small  concerns  were  seriously  embarrassed,  and  a 
considerable  number  of  them  were  closed  up.  Money  was  plentiful 
in  the  banks,  but  extreme  caution  became  necessarv  in  making  loans. 
The  rate  of  interest  was  slightly  increased,  but  with  imdoubtw  secu- 
rity loans  were  easily  effected.  Exchange  was  somewhat  higher, 
and  available  cash  as  well  as  the  amount  of  deposits  was  below  the 
normal.  Noticeable  improvement  commenced  during  the  latter 
half  of  1908  and  the  economic  situation  gradually  improved.  Good 
crops  were  harvested  with  better  prices.  This  produced  the  needed 
stimulus,  and  a  marked  improvement  has  taken  place  in  all  classes  of 
business. 

One  of  the  causes  given  for  the  improvement  was  the  largely  in- 
creased area  of  land  put  into  cultivation  by  the  action  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  1907.  This  applies  to  the  region  of  Gaza  in  particular. 
A  subgovemor  was  appomted  for  a  newly  created  government 
center  at  Beersheba,  on  the  plain  of  Philistia,  where  large  govern- 
ment buildings  were  erected,  and  everything  possible  was  done  to 
attract  and  afford  protection  to  the  Bedouin  of  the  interior.  This 
effort  was  successful,  and  lai^e  numbers  were  induced  to  sow  and 
cultivate  additional  tracts  of  this  lai^e  and  fertile  plain.  This  gave 
that  region  a  degree  of  prosperity  unknown  before  and  helped  to 
create  better  economic  conditions  throughout  the  province. 

DECLARED  EXPORTS   TO  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

Tourists  carry  away  with  them  purchases  made  while  here,  and 
large  quantities  of  articles  bought  are  shipped  by  express  or  parcels 
post  without  being  declared  at  the  consulate,  so  that  not  more  than 
20  per  cent  of  the  goods  purchased  for  the  United  States  are  repre- 
sented in  the  declared  exports. 

In  the  following  table  is  given  the  value  of  the  declared  exports 
from  the  Jerusalem  consular  district  to  the  United  States  during 
1907  and  1908. 
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Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Books 

$452 
1.714 
1,441 

16,424 
496 
396 

$1,160 
42,470 
2.30J 

Cf  troDS 

$324 

Wines  and  spirits 

$31,606 

Household  elTects 

Wood,  manufactures  of. 

AH  other  articles 

1  137 

Mother-o^pearl,  manafoctur 
of 

Rugs. 

23,660 

281 

Total 

09,976 

42.944 

flatuage  cBsing^ 

The  financial  crisis  and  less  prosperous  conditions  in  other  lands, 
especially  in  the  United  States,  aflFected  the  business  interests  of  the 
district,  fewer  wealthy  tourists  visiting  the  Holy  Land.  The  diflFer- 
ence  was  not  so  much  in  actual  number  of  tourists  as  in  the  amount 
and  value  of  their  purchases. 

MERSIKE. 

By  VicE-CoNSUL  John  Dbbbas. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  Mersine  to  the  United  States 
m  1908  was  $40,090,  against  $13,346  in  1907,  and  $86,735  in  1906. 
The  articles  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

Ctepets 

$326 

Gfim  tracfacanth r , 

$3,436 

660 

6,242 

178 

63,186 

13,026 

$1,602 

18,866 
487 

Outs,  (Kilted 

Oil,  sesame..! 

7,876 
601 

2,903 
384 

7,363 

AmwIa  flMamft          ,  r , 

16 

Wool      

12,842 

All  other  articles. 

203 

Total 

86,736 

13,346 

40,090 

The  figures  given  in  the  table  are  much  below  the  real  value  of  the 
goods  exported  from  here  to  the  United  States.  Owing  to  the 
absence  of  direct  shippers  from  this  port,  most  of  the  goods  are 
forwarded  through  firms  in  Constantmople,  Smyrna,  or  Saloniki, 
therefore  no  local  statistics  can  determine  the  real  destination  thereof. 


CULTIVATION   OF   CX>TTON. 


With  a  view  to  supplying  Grerman  spinners  with  cheap  cotton  the 
Deutsche  Levantiniscne-Baumwoll-Gesellschaf t  was  established  in 
this  district  four  years  ago,  which  in  order  to  improve  the  native 
crop  made  different  experiments  with  foreign  seeds.  The  Egyptian 
in  lOur  different  varieties  was  first  tested,  out  failed  both  m  yield 
and  in  quaUty.  After  such  unsuccessful  experiments,  due  probably 
to  the  unfavorable  conditions  of  the  soil  and  climate,  the  society 
next  directed  attention  to  American  cotton.  Samples  of  the  native- 
grown  cotton  were  sent  to  New  Orleans  for  examination  and  com- 
parison with  the  American  types,  and  it  was  decided  to  introduce 
some  of  the  long-staple  upland  varieties.  Every  year  since  1906 
fresh  seed  has  been  imported  and  cultivated  throughout  this  district 
and  the  experiments  are  still  giving  satisfactory  results,  in  spite  of 
18077-K3  B  1908— VOL  2 i3 
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the  imperfection  in  the  process  of  cultivation  and  the  total  absence 
of  fertilizers  in  the  soil.  However,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the 
American  plant  does  not  resist  the  drought  so  well  as  the  native 
plant,  and  oesides  that  it  requires  more  workmen  to  pick  the  cotton, 
as  the  bolls  open,  while  the  native  product  is  gatherea  only  once  with 
the  bolls  which  retain  the  lint  even  after  full  maturitv.  These  two 
difficulties  will  always  prevent  the  general  adoption  or  the  American 
plant  in  this  district,  where  permanent  workmen  are  scarce  and  irri- 
gation almost  impossible  with  the  present  conditions  of  the  rivers. 

INACCURATE   STATISTICS   OF   AMERICAN    IMPORTS. 

It  is  impossible  to  obtain  any  accurate  statistics  as  to  imported 
American  goods  as  the  custom-house  registers  such  goods  as  products 
of  the  last  shipping  port  from  which  received,  without  considering 
whether  such  shipment  is  in  transit.  Consequently  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  most  American  goods  destined  for  this  port  are  included 
among  the  import  articles  from  the  European  country  where  the 
last  shipment  took  place. 

The  leading  articles  of  American  import  are  cabot  cloth,  agricul- 
tural implements,  nails,  rubber  shoes,  and  oils.  American  cabot 
cloth,  notwitstanding  the  keen  competition  of  Italian  manufac- 
turers, stands  the  highest  in  the  market,  both  in  quality  and  in  price. 
American  nails  are  not  surpassed  by  those  of  Belgian  make,  which 
are  considered  as  high  grade.  German  makers  are  also  competing, 
but  with  no  great  success.  Agricultural  implements  well  deserve  to 
be  taken  into  consideration,  as  this  exclusively  agricultural  district 
will  aflFord,  in  the  near  future,  a  wide  field  for  profitable  transactions 
in  this  fine.  Reapers  are  the  only  implements  imported  from  the 
United  States,  whJe  thrashing  machines  and  steam  plows  are  pur- 
chased from  England,  and  a  lew  horse  plows  from  Germany.  It  is 
suggested  that  American  manufacturers  of  such  articles  cooperate 
and  send  an  experienced  person  to  carefully  ascertain  the  proper 
implements  to  best  suit  this  country. 

Notwithstanding  the  increased  prices  in  1908,  the  imports  of  oleo- 
margarin  were  about  the  same  quantity  as  in  the  previous  year, 
about  2,000  barrels,  representing  an  approximate  value  of  $80,000. 
This  trade  would  be  more  extensive  if  the  local  buyers  could  have 
direct  suppHes,  so  as  to  avoid  extra  charges  of  middlemen,  and  espe- 
cially the  extra  expenses  and  damages  incident  to  transshipment. 

INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT. 

The  development  of  industries  in  this  district  during  the  last  two 
years  is  wortny  of  attention.  Besides  the  addition  of  machinery  to 
the  existing  plants,  new  cotton  gins,  flour  mills,  ice  plants,  and  spin- 
ning and  weaving  factories  were  established,  and  two  factories  for 
making  sugar  and  packing  paper  are  projected. 

Previous  to  two  years  ago  this  district  had  two  spinning  factories, 
with  only  1,200  spindles  and  80  looms,  while  at  present  (January, 
1909)  there  are  four  plants  of  this  kind,  with  43,000  spindles  and 
600  looms.  The  newest  of  these,  and  the  most  important,  is  the  one 
in  course  of  construction  at  Tarsus  by  Mohammed  Rassim  Bey,  of 
Cairo,  I%ypt.     It  contains  20,000  spindles  and  400  looms,  andwiO 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ASIA:   TURKEY.  675 

be  driven  by  electric  power.  The  Bey  has  appUed  for  a  concession 
to  take  the  necessary  power  from  a  narrow  pass  on  the  river  Cydnus, 
situated  about  8  nules  from  Tarsus.  The  concession  includes  also 
the  transportation  of  the  powef  to  Mersine  and  Adana  for  light  and 
other  industrial  purposes.  This  is  an  important  enterprise,  which 
maj  furnish  an  excellent  opportunity  to  American  manufacturers. 
This  consulate  is  well  informed  about  the  steps  that  will  be  taken  in 
this  matter,  and  will  be  glad  to  answer  inquiries  from  interested 
parties. 

Electrical  machines,  which  were  prohibited  by  the  old  regimfi,  are 
freely  imported  since  the  proclamation  of  the  constitutional  govern- 
ment. The  concession  for  electric  lighting,  obtained  by  the  munici- 
pality of  Tarsus,  was  undertaken  by  a  Swiss  engineer,  who  supplied 
the  necessary  machinery  and  material  partly  from  Switzerland  and 
Italy  and  partly  from  Germany.  It  is  surprising  that  no  inquiry 
concerning  this  matter  was  made  by  any  American  firm,  while 
European  manufacturers  authorized  special  agents  to  give  bids  on 
the  supplies. 

MINING  OPERATIONS. 

Although  minerals  are  abundant  in  this  part  of  Asia  Minor,  very 
little  mining  is  done,  owing  to  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  mijusters 
of  the  old  government  regim6,  in  granting  mining  concessions. 
Besides  the  mine  of  Bulgar  Maaden,  which  has  been  worked  for  a 
long  time  by  the  Government,  and  which  produces  enough  lead  and 
silver  to  pay  expenses,  there  are  three  chrome  mines  in  operation  in 
the  vicimty  of  Mersine.  The  output  from  these  mines  dnring  1908 
scarcely  reached  2,000  tons  of  chromium  ore,  the  reason  being  the 
depreciation  of  prices  in  the  European  market. 

Three  other  mining  concessions  were  granted  two  years  ago  to  an 
English  society  at  Anamoor,  within  this  district.  They  produced 
last  year  about  80,000  tons  of  iron  ore,  1,500  tons  of  zinc,  and  1,000 
tons  of  argentiferous  lead.  The  company  is  endeavoring  to  secure 
concessions  for  other  mines  in  the  same  vicinity.  Such  concessions 
are  now  more  easily  obtainable  since  the  new  constitutional  govern- 
ment has  been  modifying  the  general  conditions  governing  the  grant- 
ing of  them.  Therefore  mining  in  this  country  should  attract  the 
attention  of  American  capitalists,  who  might  secure  profitable  invest- 
ments for  their  funds.  Should  any  interested  parties  inquire  con- 
cerning this  matter,  this  office  will  supply  all  required  information. 

SMYRNA. 

By  Consul-general  Edward  H.  Ozmun,  Constantinople. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  Smyrna  for  1906,  the  figures  being  the 
latest  available,  amounted  to  $39,686,027,  of  which  the  imports  were 
valued  at  $27,369,633  and  the  exports  $12,316,394. 

The  year  1908  marked  a  great  advance  in  the  importation  of 
American  goods  into  this  district.  This  is  especiaUy  the  case  with 
American  snoes,  hardware,  and  novelties,  which  seem  to  have  taken 
a  grip  pn  the  market.  The  removal  of  the  restrictions  formerly  pre- 
vailing against  the  importation  of  revolvers  and  ammunition  nas 
caused  quantities  to  be  imported,  and  a  large  portion  are  of  American 
manufacture. 
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The  exports  of  figs  to  the  United  States  m  1908  showed  a  decrease 
from  1907.  The  production  in  1908  was  106,000  loads  of  4  hun- 
dredweight each,  and  had  the  weather  conditions  been  favorable 
there  would  have  been  a  greater  crop.  The  continued  strikes  on  the 
Aidin  Railroad,  along  which  practically  all  the  figs  are  grown,  caused 
serious  losses  to  both  producers  and  merchants.  Thousands  of  sacks 
ready  for  packing  were  left  at  up-country  stations,  where  they  rotted 
for  want  of  transportation  to  the  packijig  establishments. 

The  exports  of  emery  stone  in  1908  were  25  per  cent  greater  than 
in  the  average  year,  although  the  shipments  to  the  United  States  fell 
short  50  per  cent. 

The  raisin  crop  of  1908  was  estimated  to  have  reached  more  than 
62,000  tons,  while  the  quantity  of  opium  produced  amounted  to  only 
769,440  pounds,  a  decrease  of  40  per  cent. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  EXPORTS. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  during  1908 
was  $2,413,937,  against  $3,001,807  in  1907,  a  decrease  of  $587,870. 
The  articles  are  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Carpets 

$82,892 
1,089 

$149,278 

3,650 

5,314 

132,404 

629,156 
150,668 

1.460 
2,432 
4.379 
1,436 

Lloorioe  root. 

1619,642 

270,964 

388,206 

15,423 

14,881 

$434,023 

Casmgs 

oil.  olive,  etc 

127,119 
411,684 

Chrome  ore 

Opium 

Emery  stone 

228,478 

778,824 
119,892 

1,448 
3,056 
4,380 
15,655 

Skins 

15.684 
16,588 

Fruits  and  nuts: 

Soap 

Fruit*— 

Taheen 

10,141 

Figs 

Tobacco 

236,218 

1,167 

199.712 

21,880 

257.831 

Valonia 

10,177 
35,077 
16,648 

Nuts— 

Wool 

Plstwhio.. 

All  other  articles 

WfUniitR 

Total 

Qall  nuts 

3,001,807 

2,413,037 

Qum  tragaoanth 

TREBIZOND. 

By  Consul  Milo  A.  Jewett. 

The  year  1908  was  one  of  the  worst  for  business  that  this  re- 
gion has  experienced  for  a  lone  time.  It  was  the  third  year  of  short 
crops  in  manjr  of  the  interior  districts.  Almost  everywhere  the  peo- 
ple felt  the  pinch  of  famine  and  in  some  regions  tliey  were  on  the 
verge  of  starvation.  The  purchasing  power  of  the  people  at  best  is 
never  great,  but  this  year  it  was  at  low  ebb. 

The  attitude  assumed  toward  Austrian  goods  and  Austrian  ship- 

Eing  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  added  to  the  depression  of 
usmess,  and  increased  slightly  the  prices  to  the  consumers  of  mer- 
chandise commonly  supplied  by  that  country.  These  special  de- 
pressing conditions  were  added  to  the  old  condition  of  progressive 
impoverishment.  Under  such  circumstances  local  undertakings 
were  postponed,  foreign  capital  was  scarce,  and  even  the  ubiquitous 
commercial  traveler  cut  down  his  visits  to  this  region. 
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AGRICULTURE   AND   MINING. 

On  the  other  hand,  crops  on  the  coast  were  well  up  to  the  average. 
The  nut  crop  was  good  and  prices  f ah*.  The  tobacco  crop  was  smaller 
than  m  the  previous  year,  out  prices  were  25  to  50  per  cent  better 
than  in  1907.  The  beans  turned  out  well,  and  fruits  near  the  coast 
were  abundant.  The  scarcity lof  wheat  in  the  interior  of  the  country 
necessitated  a  large  importation  of  flour  and  com.  These  and  other 
items  helped  to  bring  the  total  volume  of  trade  almost  up  to  the  fig- 
ures of  previous  years  •  but  the  total  figures  for  this  year,  thougn 
fairly  large,  must  not  oe  taken  to  indicate  a  prosperous  or  normal 
condition.  The  people  of  the  distressed  districts  bought  food  when 
they  should  have  sold  it,  and  the  Government,  local  charity,  and  for- 
eign benevolence  had  to  come  to  their  aid. 

Agriculture  is  the  one  industry  of  importance  in  this  part  of  Asia 
Minor.  There  are  no  factories  and  no  manufactured  goods  are  pro- 
duced that  enter  into  foreign  commerce.  The  rude  implements  of 
agriculture  are  mostly  devices  of  the  home  or  of  the  village  Tblacksmith. 
Tke  wants  of  the  people  are  relatively  few  and  simple.  The  devices 
of  modem  civilized  fife  are  as  yet  imknown  and  imsought  by  the 
mass  of  the  people  of  eastern  Turkey. 

Though  this  country  is  rich  in  minerals,  no  mining  is  being  done  in 
this  district.  There  is,  however,  a  considerable  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject. Research  permits  are  being  taken  out  and  some  exploring  is 
being  done.     As  soon  as  the  local  conditions  are  more  favorable  it  is 

Srobable  that  the  mines,  especially  those  near  the  seacoast,  will  be 
eveloped. 

TRADE   WITH  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  United  States  m  1908  bought  nearly  $1,000,000  worth  of  prod- 
ucts in  this  district,  but  sold  not  one-tenth  as  much.  The  United 
States  furnished  nails,  barbed  wire,  sewing  machines,  rubber  over- 
shoes, unbleached  cotton,  remnants,  lamps,  files,  saws,  firearms,  oleo 
oil,  cotton-seed  oil,  cornstarch,  breakfast  fooa,  cement  machines, 
petroleum  motors,  Doats,  plows,  paint,  leather,  stoves,  pumps,  win- 
dow-shade rollers,  and  a  few  drugs.  These  goods  were  all  sold  in 
smaU  quantities  and  mostly  through  Constantmople  houses. 

Distance  and  consequent  high  freight  charges  and  delay  in  deliv- 
ery, keen  European  competition,  and  American  indifference  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  demand  for  cheap  goods,  long  credits,  small  orders, 
and  conservatism  on  the  other,  are  chiefly  responsible  for  the  small 
share  in  the  import  trade  which  the  United  States  has  in  this  district. 

American  merchants  do  not  seem  to  appreciate  the  backward  con- 
dition of  the  Asia  Minor  provinces.  The  people  of  this  district  buy 
the  necessities  of  life  and  a  few  of  the  cheapest  sort  of  trinkets.  Ma- 
chinery and  its  myriad  accompaniments  are  still  to  be  introduced 
here,  but  unfortunately  the  people  are  too  poor  to  buy. 

IMPORTS   AT  TREBIZOND. 

The  estimated  value  of  the  imports  at  Trebizond  is  given  in  the 
table  on  page  678,  which  was  made  up  from  the  record  of  steamship 
agencies  and  estimates  obtained  from  importing  merchants.  It 
shows  a  total  value  of  $7,127,000  for  the  year  1908,  against  $9,291,160 
for  1907. 
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Articles. 


Breadstofls: 

Barley,  wheat,  etc 

Com 

Flour 

Macaroni  and  blacults. . 

Candles 

Canned  eoods 

Chemicals  and  drugs 

Coffee 

Copper 

Cotton,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Raw 

Cloth 

Yam 

Crockery  and  glassware 

Fruit 

Haberdashery 

Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of: 

Hardware 

Iron  and  ironware 

Sewing  machines 


1907. 


igo6. 


157,000 

165,000 

291,000 

353,000 

420,500 

835,000 

29,900 

18,000 

26,000 

15,000 

45,000 

48,000 

38,000 

26,000 

89,760 

54,000 

70,000 

39,000 

17,600 

15,000 

2,122,000 

1,486,000 

352,000 

282,000 

85.800 

30.000 

56,000 

50,000 

150,000 

65,000 

92,000 

90,000 

213,000 

160,000 

15,400 

14.000 

Articles. 


Hides,  skins,  and  furs 
Jewelry  and  watches. 

Leather  and  shoes 

Matches 

Olives  and  olive  oil . . . 

Paints  and  dyes 

Pap* 

Petroleum 

Rice 

Sacks  and  sacking 

Silks  and  velvet 

Soap 

Spirits,  wine,  etc 

Sugar 

Tiles,  bridks,'  etc! ! ! ! ! ! 

TIhiber,etc 

Tin,  lead,  and  sine... 

Tobacco 

Woolen  goods 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1907. 


1906. 


$36,000 

26,000 

216,000 

140,800 

112,200 

36,000 

64.400 

74,000 

88,000 

79,000 

191,000 

61,000 

48,600 

510,000 

409,000 

61,600 

75,000 

66,000 

239,000 

2,097.000 

500,000 


9,291,160 


$40,000 

30,000 

135,000 

117,000 

114,000 

35,000 

34.080 

50,000 

102,000 

68,000 

75,000 

55,000 

60.000 

455,000 

278,000 

28,000 

70,000 

30,000 

210,000 

1,007,000 

400,000 


7,127,000 


COTTON  AND  WOOLEN  GOODS — CLOTHING. 


Cotton  textiles  occupy  first  place  among  imports  to  this  coimtiy, 
furnishing  about  one-fourth  or  the  total  value  of  goods  imported 
to  this  district.  In  this  trade  England,  which  at  one  time  had  almost 
a  monopoly  of  this  class  of  goods,  is  losing  heavily  to  Italy.  The 
United  States  is  also  losing  the  small  portion  of  the  trade  it  had,  which 
was  chiefly  in  cabots.  Italy  has  imitated  the  best-selling  goods  and 
offers  them  at  lower  prices  than  other  coimtries  ask.  One  important 
element  in  the  success  of  the  Italian  cotton  trade  is  the  fact  that  Ital- 
ian manufacturers  have  been  ready  and  willing  to  change  their  styles 
of  goods,  and  make  such  patterns,  colors,  weights,  widths,  lengths, 
and  folds  as  their  clients  want. 

The  proportion  of  homespun  cloth  worn  by  the  natives  of  this 
country  is  diminishing,  it  being  replaced  by  imported  goods.  Turkey 
will  buy  an  increasing  amount  of  cotton  f aorics  and  there  will  be  keen 
competition  for  this  important  trade. 

Woolen  goods  hold  second  place  in  the  value  of  imports.  Though 
owing  to  the  unfavorable  trade  conditions  less  woolen  goods  were 
imported  during  1908  than  usual,  the  imports  of  woolens  tend  to 
increase  as  factory  cloth  replaces  homespun.  The  woolen  goods 
demanded  here  are  of  inferior  quality  for  the  most  part,  though  a  few 
pieces  of  fine  goods  are  sold.  This  market  requires  something  pretty 
coarse,  like  the  Bulgarian '  *  abas  '^  or '  ^shayaks,"  or  goods  with  a  vary- 
ing proportion  of  shoddy  and  cotton.  Germany,  Belgium.  France, 
and  Austria  supply  most  of  the  men's  fancy  suitings.  England  fur- 
nishes the  larger  portion  of  broadcloths  and  castors,  and  Germany  and 
Austria  a  small  proportion.  Ladies'  woolen  dress  goods  come  eniefly 
from  Germany. 

Ready-made  clothing  has  not  had  much  sale  here,  but  it  is  gaining 
inpopular  favor  and  comes  chiefly  from  Constantinople.  The  quality 
sold  IS  decidedly  inferior  and  it  does  not  recommend  itself  even  on  the 
ground  of  cheapness.  Tailoring  is  cheap,  except  for  foreigners  who 
wish  to  dress  well,  and  ready-made  clothing  has  but  little  advantage 
in  price  over  custom-made  garments. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ASIA:   TURKEY.  679 

OLIVE   OIL  AND  COTTON-SEED  OIL, 

Turkey,  including  its  neighboring  islands  of  the  archipelago,  pro- 
duces 90,000  tons  of  olive  oil  annually.  Practically  no  olive  oil  is 
produced  in  the  consular  district  of  Trebizond  and  tne  local  require- 
ments, which  are  considerable,  are  suppUed  hy  shipments  from  other 
parts  of  the  Empire,  from  Greece,  and  insignificant  quantities  from 
France  and  Italy.  The  annual  receipts  at  Trebizond  amount  to 
100,000  gallons  valued  vat  $64,000.  About  $30,000  worth  is  brought 
in  at  Samsoun.  The  production  and  exportation  of  olive  oil  is  increas- 
ing in  Turkey,  although  recent  crops  nave  been  light.  The  quality 
of  the  oil  tends  also  to  improve. 

Cotton-seed  oil  was  formerly  refused  admission  into  the  Ottoman 
Empire  except  when  colored,  &a  as  to  make  it  unfit  for  culinair  pur- 
poses. About  a;  year  a§o  these  restrictions  were  removed  and  Ameri- 
can cotton-seed  oil  has  since  been  introduced  into  this  district.  Bein^ 
cheaper  and  better  than  much  of  the  ohve  oil  oflFered  here,  it  should 
find  a  good  sale. 

INCREASED   USE   OF   IRON   MANUFACTURES. 

The  imports  of  iron  into  Turkey  are  increasing.  In  1900  they 
amounted  to  66,857,900  pounds  and  in  1905  to  118,349,000  pounds, 
according  to  official  statistics  of  the  custom-house.  The  increasing 
scarcity  and  cost  of  wood  and  the  improved  methods  of  building 
account  for  a  considerable  increase  in  tne  quantity  of  building  iron 
imported.  There  is  also  a  gradual  increase  m  the  use  of  iron  imple- 
ments and  wagons.  England  formerly  supplied  practically  all  the 
iron  imported  mto  Turkey,  and  the  English  measure  in  inches  is  still 
employed  in  the  Turkish  iron  trade,  although  the  bulk  of  the  iron 
comes  from  countries  using  the  metric  system. 

At  Trebizond  during  the  year  1908  about  900  tons  of  bar,  round, 
square,  flat,  and  construction  iron  and  steel  were  imported.  The  larger 
portion  was  from  Sweden  and  Belgium.  It  was  sold  at  $28  to  $38 
per  ton,  c.  i.  f .  Trebizond,  3  per  cent  discount.  The  interior  provinces 
take  the  major  portion  of  tne  soft  Swedish  iron.  A  considerable  por- 
tion of  it  is  used  in  making  horseshoes  and  horseshoe  nails.  The  horse- 
shoes here  are  nearly  all  made  by  hand  and  consist  of  flat  disks  with 
small  holes  in  the  center.  The  large-headed  nails  employed  in  nailing 
on  the  shoe  serve  as  calks.  In  the  coast  towns  malleable  iron  is  being 
replaced  by  soft  steel. 

Sheet  iron  was  imported  chiefly  from  Belgium  and  Austria  to  the 
amount  of  600  tons.  It  comes  in  bundles  of  105  to  110  pounds  in 
sheets  36  by  22  inches,  30  by  60  inches,  and  29  by  72  inches.  It  is 
used  chiefly  for  making  stoves,  stovepipe,  and  window  shutters. 

The  imports  of  wire  nails  amounted  to  556  tons.  In  this  article 
the  United  States  had  a  share  of  about  15  per  cent,  but  it  is  difficult 
to  determine  the  exact  amount,  as  the  merchants  of  Trebizond  buy 
in  part  from  Constantinople  and  do  not  know  the  country  of  origin. 
American  nails  are  a  trifle  cheaper  than  the  Belgian,  but  the  higner 
freight,  longer  time  in  getting  the  goods,  and  the  difficulty  of  estab- 
lishing new  relations  tend  to  keep  the  trade  in  the  hands  of  the  Bel- 
gians, who  quote  prices  c.  i.  f .  Trebizond,  and  require  payment  on  the 
arrival  of  the  goods,  with  3  per  cent  discount. 
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Belgium  supplies  most  of  the  steel,  though  Austria  furnishes  the 
better  ^ades.  Chains  also  come  from  Belgium.  Of  the  running  gear 
of  carnages  Germany  supplies  about  70  per  cent  and  France  about 
30  per  cent.  In  this  line  there  is  an  increasing  consumption.  Barbed 
wire,  the  use  of  which  is  becoming  quite  extensive,  probably  comes 
from  the  United  States,  thoueh  bemg  shipped  from  Antwerp  and 
Hamburg  it  is  not  credited  to  that  country. 

HARDWARE   AND  TOOLS. 

Most  of  the  house  hardware  and  tools  imported  here  are  of  Grerman 
make.  England  has  lost  considerably  in  this  line.  An  attempt  to 
introduce  American  hardware  was  not  successful  because,  although 
it  was  recognized  as  superior,  the  prices  were  considered  too  hi^. 
Here  it  is  cheapness  rather  than  quaUty  or  durability  that  is 
demanded.  Some  American  files,  saws,  planes,  and  stoves  are  sold 
here. 

Agricultural  implements  of  foreign  make  have  not  yet  been  intro- 
duced into  this  consular  district  to  any  great  extent  and  the  more 
complicated  agricultural  machines  are  still  unknown.  Austrian 
scytnes  to  the  number  of  50,000,  a  considerable  number  of  light, 
cheap  shovels,  500  American  plows,  and  a  few  comshellers  cover  al^ut 
all  tne  agricultural  implements  imported  in  1908.  The  American 
plows  may  be  considered  as  missionaries  of  the  American  agricultural 
implement  trade. 

The  iron  bedsteads  imported  came  mostly  from  England,  and 
were  of  the  cheaper  grades  of  single  or  three-quarter  beds.  A  few 
American  brass  bedsteads  were  imported  as  an  experiment,  but  they 
are  too  expensive  to  be  much  in  demand  here.  Ninety-nine  per 
cent  of  the  people  of  this  district  are  accustomed  to  sleeping  on  the 
floor.  A  few  American  kerosene  and  gasoline  lamps  are  sold  here,  but 
most  of  the  lamps  are  of  Austrian  or  German  make. 

FIREARMS — AUTOMOBILES — ROADS. 

Since  the  inauguration  of  the  constitution^  the  sale  of  revolvers 
and  sporting  guns  being  no  longer  prohibited  in  Turkey,  the  trade  in 
firearms  has  feen  active  in  this  country.  Almost  everyone  is  buying 
some  sort  of  a  weapon,  but  no  eflFort  to  sell  American  arms  is  apparent 
in  this  district.  It  is  true  that  American  revolvers  have  long  been 
known  in  Turkey  and  are  considered  superior  to  all  others.  A  few 
American  revolvers  of  well-known  makes  have  been  sold,  but  most 
of  the  small  arms  sold  here  are  German  and  French  goods  or  imitations 
of  American  revolvers. 

During  the  last  year  the  subject  of  automobiles  has  been  much 
discussed  at  Trebizond.  It  was  proposed  to  establish  an  automobile 
freight  and  passenger  service  between  Trebizond  and  Erzeroum,  a 
distance  of  about  175  miles.  One  automobile  of  the  small  omnibus 
type  was  bought  at  Marseilles  and  came  to  Trebizond  with  an  experi- 
enced chauffeur.  It  had  a  seating  capacity  for  seven  passengers. 
It  was  soon  found  that  the  condition  or  the  roads  would  not  permit 
the  machine  to  go  far  from  the  city,  and  even  on  the  best  of  the 
roads  in  and  about  the  city  the  tires  were  quickly  used  up  and  fre- 
quent breakdowns  occurred.     It  was  demonstrated  here,  and  it  is 
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the  general  opinion  of  those  who  have  carefully  studied  the  question 
in  other  parts  of  Asia  Minor,  that  until  the  roacJs  are  greatly  improved 
automobiles  will  not  be  practicable  for  this  country.  Machines  will 
need  to  be  strong,  with  abundant  power,  simple  and  practical  rather 
than  elegant. 

During  the  year  little  work  was  done  on  existing  roads,  and  the 
roadbeds  and  bridges  are  in  bad  condition.  Transportation  is  carried 
on  by  means  of  camels,  horses,  ox  carts,  and  donkeys. 

The  lack  of  railroads  and  other  cheap  means  of  transportation  puts 
Turkey,  though  an  agricultural  country,  at  such  a  disadvantage 
that  France,  and  even  America,  7,000  miles  away,  can  compete  with 
Turkish  provinces  in  supplying  flour  to  the  coast  towns  of  Asia  Minor. 
The  ministry  of  public  works  nas  prepared  an  elaborate  programme 
which  contemplates  the  construction  in  eight  years  of  7,940  kilo- 
meters (kilometer =0.61  mile)  of  railroads  and  many  miles  of  high- 
ways in  Asiatic  Turkey. 

EXPORTS  FROM  TREBIZOND. 

The  estimated  value  of  exports  from  Trebizond  in  1907  and  1908, 
respectively,  is  given  in  the  following  table.  The  total  exports, 
including  Persian  transit  goods,  amounted  to  $2,364,000,  which  is 
$1,300,800  less  than  the  estunate  for  1907. 


Articles. 


ASIA  MINOB. 

Beans 

Batter 

Filberts 

Eggs 

Fmit  and  vegetables. 

Furs 

Glue. 

Hemp  and  flax 

Hides  and  sldns 

Indian  com 

Linseed 

Poppy  seed 

Oiff  porpoise 

Sausage  casings 

Sheep  and  goats 

Tobaooo 

Walnut  wood 


1907. 

1908. 

$158,000 

$145,000 

26,000 

28,000 

880,000 

750,000 

189,000 

180,000 

44,000 

40,000 

8,000 

8,000 

30,000 

25,000 

22,000 

28,000 

165,000 

196,000 

12,000 

33,000 

35,000 

22,000 

23,000 

15,000 

8,000 

24,000 

409,600 

225,000 

365,000 

372,000 

24,000 

16,000 

Articles. 


ASIA  MiNOB-Kxnitinued. 

Wax... 

Wool 

All  other  articles 


Total 

PERSIAN  TSANSrr  TRADE. 


Carpets 

Raisins 

Sausage  oasings 

Silks  and  embroideries.. 
All  other  articles 


Total 

Grand  total. 


1907. 


$2,200 

5,000 

265,000 


2,750,800 


600,000 
64,000 


200,000 
60,000 


914,000 
3,664,800 


1906. 


$2,000 

7,000 

200,000 


2,205,000 


52,000 
6,000 
6,000 


5,000 


60.000 
2,364,000 


The  declared  value  of  exports  from  the  consular  district  of  Tre- 
bizond to  the  United  States  for  1907  and  1908,  respectively,  was  as 
follows: 


Articles. 


1907. 


1908. 


Articles. 


1907. 


1908. 


Bamias  (okra) 

Beans  and  lentils. 
Carpete  and  rugs.. 
Excrement,  dog. . 

Fish 

Fruit,  dried 

Hemp  seed 

Household  goods. . 
Nuts: 

Filberts 

Walnuts 


$134 
1,311 
3,647 


176 
237 
624 

65,666 
41,056 


$517 
6,286 
1,538 
132 
111 
176 
103 


Poppy  seed 

Provisions 

Raisins 

Sausage  casings 

Sldns,  sheep  and  goat.. 
Tobaooo,  cigarette 

Wool TT: 

Other  articles 


70,866 
12,410 


Total. 


$10,208 

447 

6,155 

187 

67,999 

376,353 

25,209 


509,196 


$860 


6,161 
100,721 
582,238 

2,063 
617 


802,747 
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The  increase  of  exports  from  the  Trebizond  district  to  the  United 
States  has  been  rapid  and  steady.  The  value  of  American  purchases 
in  1897  was  only  $18,238  and  in  1907  it  was  $599,198.  The  increases 
in  1907  and  1908  were  more  largely  in  dutiable  goods  than  in  non- 
dutiable. 

This  district  furnished  about  6  per  cent  of  the  total  purchases  taken 
by  United  States  from  Turkey  in  JEurope,  Asia,  and  Africa,  according 
to  the  figures  for  1906. 

The  exports  of  this  district  are  almost  wholly  agricultural  products 
and  the  United  States  takes  a  fair  proportion  of  the  total.  The  most 
important  exports  are  tobacco,  nuts,  sheep  and  goat  skins,  beans, 
sheep,  and  wool. 

ANALYSIS   OP  TRADE. 

Cigarette  tobacco  is  one  of  the  most  important  products  of  this 
distnct.  The  Trebizond  crop  of  1908  amounted  to  43,640  hundred- 
weight, which  was  about  26,000  hundredweight  less  than  the  crop 
of  1907.  The  prices  offered  for  the  1908  tobacco,  however,  were  25 
per  cent  to  50  per  cent  higher  than  for  the  crop  or  the  previous  year. 
About  60  per  cent  of  this  tobacco  is  light,  the  Quality  exported  to 
Egypt,  and  40  per  cent  dark,  the  qudity  bought  by  the  Turkish 
Regie  or  exported  to  Europe.  Alexandria,  Rotterdam,  and  Bremen 
tooK  32.000  hundredweight  of  the  exports,  and  only  9  hundredweight 
were  taten  by  the  United  States.  At  Samsoun,  which  is  also  in  this 
district,  the  crop  is  larger  and  the  quality  is  superior  to  the  Trebizond 
tobacco.  From  Samsoun  cigarette  tobacco  to  the  value  of  $582,238 
was  exported  to  the  United  States. 

The  filberts  of  Trebizond  and  Kerassund  enjoy  a  high  reputation. 
The  climate  of  this  coast  is  well  suited  to  filbert  culture,  which  is  one 
of  the  most  remunerative  crops  grown  here. 

This  district  under  normal  conditionsproduces  a  large  supply  of 
sheep  and  goat  skins  of  good  quality.  The  past  three  years  of  snort 
crops  and  severe  winters  in  the  interior  of  this  district  have  tended 
to  aiminish  the  supply. 

The  beans  of  this  district  are  good  and  cheap.  They  warrant  the 
cost  of  transportation  to  America.  Some  of  the  Frencn  beans  which 
the  United  States  buys  at  Marseilles  are  probably  imported  from 
Turkey. 

Porpoise  oil  is  one  of  the  export  products  of  this  r^on.  The  Black 
Sea  seems  to  contain  a  considerable  number  of  these  creatures. 

Sausage  casings  form  an  important  article  of  export  in  which  the 
United  States  is  interested.  The  annual  exportation  of  this  district 
is  estimated  at  300,000  to  400,000  pieces.  They  cost  5  to  8  cents 
each. 

PERSIAN  TRANSrr  TRADE — BLACK  SEA  PORTS. 

The  Persian  transit  trade  was  formerly  one  of  the  most  important 
commercial  interests  of  Trebizond.  This  city  was  the  port  of  entry 
and  of  exit  for  a  large  portion  of  northern  Persia,  and  nearly  half  of 
the  commerce  of  Trebizond  was  due  to  the  Persian  camel  caravan 
trade.  In  recent  years  this  trade  has  suffered  severely.  The  Russian 
railroads  have  eliminated  the  camel,  and  Russia  has  captured  most 
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of  the  Persian  export  business  and  is  gracluaUy  getting  a  large  share  of 
the  import  business.  The  imports  at  Trebizond  destined  for  Persia 
were  valued  at  $1,973,000  in  1907  and  $965,000  in  1908. 

Russia  has  under  consideration  the  adoption  of  customs  regulations 
which  will  tend  to  secure  for  its  trans-Caucasian  railroads  almost  all 
of  this  transit  business,  and  then  Trebizond  will  suffer  a  more  severe 
loss.  This  year  Russian  flour  and  sugar  were  imported  for  the  first 
time  into  the  Erzeroum  district  by  wav  of  Kars.  The  political  situa- 
tion in  Persia  also  seriously  affected  this  trade  in  1908. 

Several  Unes  of  steamships  furnish  excellent  shipping  faciUties 
between  the  Black  Sea  ports  and  New  York  by  means  of  their  trans- 
Atlantic  connections.  At  least  one  transshipment,  however,  must 
be  made  between  New  York  and  Black  Sea  ports. 

The  foreign  conunerce  of  other  Black  Sea  ports  in  this  consular  dis- 
trict resembles  that  of  Trebizond  in  kind,  but  differs  in  quantity  and 
importance. 

Samsoun  is  the  most  important  port  after  Trebizond,  and  is  the  port 
of  entry  for  numerous  important  provincial  towns.  Thence  goes  the 
main  caravan  route  to  Sivas,  Harput,  and  Bagdad.  It  is  the  chief 
port  for  the  tobacco  trade,  and  also  exports  grain,  flour,  wool,  beans, 
opium,  poppy  seed,  flaxseed,  and  eggs.  The  annual  imports  are 
valued  at  $5,000,000  and  the  exports  at  $6,000,000. 

Kerassund  is  another  important  port,  it  exports  annually  about 
$1,000,000  of  native  products,  including  hazelnuts  to  the  value  of 
$900,000.     Its  imports  are  valued  at  about  $1^000,000.     Ordou  is 

Suite  a  progressive  city  with  a  caravan  route  runmng  south  to  Harput. 
ts  exports  are  com,  wool,  beans,  fruits,  and  hazelnuts.  Near  Ordou 
is  Vona,  where  shipping  seeks  shelter  from  northwest  storms.  Unia 
is^  a  coast  town  of  some  importance,  being  connected  with  a  populous 
hinterland. 

Riza,  lying  to  the  east  of  Trebizond  not  far  from  the  Russian  fron- 
tier, is  a  small  town  that  exports  considerable  fruit  and  carries  on  a 
flourishing  contraband  trade  with  Russia.  It  is  proposed  to  build  a 
road  from  Riza  to  Erzeroum  which  will  be  consideraoly  shorter  than 
the  Trebizond-Erzeroum  road  and  less  likely  to  be  closed  by  snow  in 
winter. 

Sinope,  situated  at  the  extreme  western  limit  of  this  consular  dis- 
trict, is  the  only  port  in  the  district  which  has  a  good  harbor.  It 
exports  wool,  mohair,  lumber,  firewood,  boxwood,  and  fruits. 

OF   INTEREST   TO   EXPORTERS. 

The  merchants  of  Trebizond  enjoy  an  exceptionally  good  reputa- 
tion. No  business  failures  of  importance  occurred  here  during  the 
last  year.  By  careful  inquiry,  good  cUents  and  good  representatives 
may  be  found  in  all  the  pnncipal  cities  of  Turkey.  The  Imperial 
Ottoman  Bank  furnishes  information  in  regard  to  the  standing  of  any 
merchant  in  this  country,  and  on  the  basis  of  a  small  commission 
attends  to  collections  on  goods  payable  on  arrival. 

The  credit  system  is  largely  employed  in  Turkey,  but  payment 
against  shipping  documents  through  the  banks  is  a  conunon  and  safe 
procedure. 

The  people  require  cheap  goods  and  the  merchants  demand  large 
profits.     Illustrated  catalogues  are  of  some  value  in  an  educational 
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way.  Catalogues  in  French  could  be  read  by  a  much  larger  number 
of  persons  here  than  those  in  English.  A  good  drummer  who  would 
visit  the  principal  coast  towns  of  Asia  Minor  could  do  more  to  advance 
American  trade  than  all  the  letters,  catalogues,  and  consular  reports 
combined. 

With  few  uninportant  exceptions  goods  from  all  countries  pay  11 
per  cent  ad  valorem  duty  on  entering  Turkey.  Exports  pay  1  per 
cent  ad  valorem. 

Postal  and  telegraph  facilities  are  good  in  this  country,  especially 
for  the  larger  coast  towns.  Shipping  is  abundant  for  aU  needs,  and 
though  there  is  no  direct  line  to  the  United  States  there  are  several 
lines  that  give  through  bills  of  lading  with  one  transshipment  and 
furnish  quicker  service  than  a  direct  line  of  freight  boats  would  prob- 
ably give. 

The  new  instructions  given  to  the  customs  officials  permit  the  intro- 
duction of  numerous  articles  which  were  formerly  excluded  or  which 
entered  with  difficulty.  These  articles  include  sporting  guns,  revolv- 
ers, calcium  carbide,  chlorate  of  potash,  and  other  chemicals  which 
niay  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  explosives,  printing  presses  and 
type,  electrical  goods,  and  safes.  The  customs  regulations  requiring 
the  coloring  of  cottonnseed  oil  to  make  it  nonedible  were  also  sus- 
pended. 

At  present  this  portion  of  Asia  Minor  does  not  offer  a  briUiant  pros- 
pect for  direct  trade  with  America,  but  it  is  worth  while  to  work  ener- 
getically now  to  secure  it  indirectly  through  Constantinople.  Turkey 
at  present  spends  $140,000,000  per  annum  for  foreign  goods  and  will 
buy  more  and  sell  more  as  fast  as  local  economic  conditions  improve. 
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AUSTRALIA. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul-general  John  P.  Bray,  Sydney. 

The  most  conspicuous  characteristic  of  the  economic  history  of 
Australia  for  the  calendar  year  1908  was  a  marked  decrease  in  the 
volume  of  trade  in  comparison  with  the  previous  twelve  months. 
The  total  trade  of  the  Commonwealth  in  1908  amounted  to 
$554,515,579,  and  in  1907  it  was  $606,527,857.  The  imports  in  1908 
were  valued  at  $241,963,837  and  the  exports  $312,551,742.  For 
1907  the  corresponding  figures  were  $252,128,659  and  $354,399,198. 
In  other  words,  the  record  for  1908  shows  a  decrease  in  the  total  trade 
of  $52,012,278,  namely,  imports  $10,164,822  and  exports  $41,847,457. 
This  heavy  shortage  m  exports  is  attributable,  in  a  large  degree,  to 
decided  declines  in  the  prices  of  wool  and  metals,  as  well  as  to  the 
fact  that  less  butter^  wool,  and  wheat  were  available  for  export. 
Droughty  conditions  m  one  prominent  producing  center  were  respon- 
sible lor  much  of  this. 

But  despite  these  seeming  evidences  of  business  depression,  the 
Commonwealth  during  1908  enjoyed  no  small  measure  of  material 
prosperity.  This  was  particularly  noteworthy  because  during  the 
year  there  was  much  uncertainty  as  to  tariflF  conditions,  the  whole 
question  of  import  duties,  bounties,  and  excise  being  in  tne  hands  of 
committees  of  amendment  in  the  federal  parliament,  it  having  been 
found  that  the  original  commonwealth  tariflFs  were  not  altogether 
consistent  with  the  demands  of  the  expanding  trade  and  industry 
of  the  federation.  Such  uncertainty  is  bound  to  reflect  adversely 
upon  the  material  welfare  of  any  country,  although  in  the  case  of 
Australia  the  adverse  influence  must  be  looked  upon  as  only 
temporary. 

FOREIGN   ANB   DOMESTIC   COMMEBCE. 

As  showing  the  general  trend  of  Australian  trade  during  1908, 
and  ignoring  the  smaller  figures  necessary  to  exact  totals,  a  few  details 
from  the  custom-house  returns  are  interesting:  The  gold  imported 
amounted  in  value  to  $4^739,971,  or  less  than  one-half  of  the  imports 
in  1907.  Among  the  prmcipal  articles,  other  than  gold,  imported  in 
1908,  were:  Apparel  worth  $55,964,750;  iron  and  steel,  $4,866,500; 
jute  goods,  $5,839,800;  machinery,  $13,382,875;  manufactures  and 
meta£,  $16,220^045;  and  timber.  $9,733,000. 

Other  goods  imported  in  smaller  quantities  were  ale,  boots,  cord- 
age, leather  goods,  fish,  hats,  musical  instruments,  jewelry,  leather, 
manures;  oils,  paper^  railway  materials,  rubber  goods,  spirits,  sugar, 
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tea,  tobacco,  tools,  and  vehicles,  the  value  of  the  last  mentioned 
being  $3,069,107,  much  of  whicn  represented  bicycles  and  motor 
cars.    The  imports  of  tobacco  amounted  in  value  to  $1,250,600. 

In  regard  to  exports  the  record  for  1908  was  one  of  marked 
decreases.  The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principal 
lines  of  exports  for  1907  and  1908: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Artlda. 

1907.        1       1906. 

Anfmalii. 

$1,554,215 
13,382,875 
5,839,800 

$1,132,911 
11.618,940 
5,033,408 

Orain 

$23,115,875    $15,036,008 

6,063,125        5,912,389 

140,602,091     111,502,280 

Butter 

Mutton 

Flour 

Wool.     ..             ... 

Interstate  commerce,  however,  during  the  year  was  well  main- 
tained, as  was  clearly  shown  by  the  steady  progress  of  all  the  steam- 
ship lines  carrying  on  the  coastwise  trade.  The  steamships  do  all 
but  a  very  small  part  of  this  interstate  trade,  because  sea  freights 
are  lower  than  railroad  freights,  and  the  large  centers  of  population 
in  Australia  are  all  on  the  coast. 

In  the  following  statement  are  shown  the  direct  imports  into  and 
the  exports  of  domestic  produce  from  Austraha,  by  countries,  during 
1908: 


Country. 


Imports. 


United  States $29, 

Belgium |     4, 


British  India 

Canada 

Cape  Colony. 

Ceylon 

Chile 

China 

F^i  Islands.. 

France 

Germany 

Hongkong. . . 

Italy 

Japan 


353,199 
713, 109 
922,996 
560,259 
689,444 
323.331 
138,228 
337,099 
928,275 
331,060 
054,323 
203,768 
120,575 
642,815 


Exports. 


$11,199,923 

17,958,230 

8,772,533 

368,942 

3,460,927 

7,818,316 

2, 159, 108 

1,351,916 

868,574 

25,023,508 

43,606,262 

3,322,923 

1,642,854 

5,494,565 


Country. 


Java 

Natal 

Netherlands 

New  Zealand 

Norway 

Philippine  Islands. 
Straits  Settlements. 

Sweden 

United  Kingdom.. 

Uruguay 

All  other  countries. 

Total 


ImpcHts. 


$1,537,903 

239,606 

S43,346 

11.064,281 

1,529.369 

406,301 

1,814,943 

1.004,144 

145,463,771 

39 

4,741,671 


241,963,837 


Exports. 


$1,250,721 

3,813,253 

1,285.785 

7,170,624 

G50 

2,936,153 

2,776,134 

2,886 

141,970,388 

665,618 

16,987.019 


311,897,87$ 


PUKCHASES   FROM   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  articles  imported  into  the  Commonwealth  directly  from  the 
United  States  m  1908  were  valued  at  $29,353,199,  against  $28,561,970 
in  1907.  The  following  statement  shows  the  prmcipai  items  and 
their  values: 


Articles. 


Agricultural  implements.. 

Apparel 

Arms  and  ammunition . . . 

Blacking 

BreadstufTs: 

Barley 

Meal 

Oatmeal 

Brash  ware 

Canvas,  etc 

Carpets 

Cars,  carriages  and  other 

vehicles 

Chemicals,  etc 


1907. 

1908. 

$1,198,461 

328,839 

487,432 

78,224 

$1,206,210 

254,286 

307,033 

41,106 

132,606 
35,812 
26,801 
44,032 
13, 417 
12,956 

431,267 
31,497 
24,908  i 
32,008  '■ 
24.932 
10,381 

661,729 
626,214 

537,442 
495,263  1 

Articles. 


I 


1907. 


Clocks  and  watches  and 

parts 

Coffee 

Cordage  and  twhie 

Cotton  and  linen  goods 

Electrical  apparatus,  etc . . 

Essences,  etc 

Fish 

Fruits 

Glassware 

Glue,  cement,  etc 

Greases 

Hats,  caps,  etc 

Hops 


$312,086 


3S,080 
495,736 
619,900 

62,234 
467,588 

56.072 
219,795 

28,878 


23,948 
07,863 


190& 


$215,619 
24,266 
21,280 
339,485 
108,815 
62,814 
820,363 

8$,sa 
120,  m 

10,50 
40,087 
20.  Ul 
64,9tt 
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Articles. 


Instruments: 

Moalcal 

Sdentiflc,  etc 

Iron  and  steel,  manufoo- 
toresof: 

Axles  and  springs 

Bars,  etc 

Bolts  and  nuts 

Girders 

Machines  and  machin- 

Machines— 

Cash  registers.. 
Electric 


Gas  and  on 
Portable, 

etc 

Other 

Printing   and 

presses 

Bewlng 


Tirpewrltcrs... 

Other 

Machinery- 
Mining 

Other 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Plates  and  sheets,  gal- 
vanized  

Rails,  etc 

Tools 

Wire 

Leather,    and    manufoo- 
turesof: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Leather 

Other 


1907. 


$194,946 
521,539 


133,094 


33,122 
63,700 


64,773 


119,774 


234,278 

370,754 

311,865 

306,476 

1,115,586 

170,152 
214,005 
322,284 

491, 181 

33,627 

1,413,587 

809,297 


118,706 

347,751 

62,316 


1906. 


$135,539 
529,390 


93,803 
217,796 

35,711 
146,179 


46,942 
400,789 

127,016 

179,502 
18,006 

190,979 
178,838 
246.212 
790,164 

184,622 


276,155 

373,904 

835,901 

1,563,141 

1,063,372 


171,430 
356,189 
33,854 


Articles. 


Minerals  and  stones 

Oils: 

Cotton-seed 

Kerosene 

Lubricating 

Naphtha 

Ollmen^s  stores 

Paints  and  varnishes 

Paper  and  stationery 

Paraffin 

Perfumery,  etc 

Provisions: 

Lard 

Meat 

Sausage  casings 

Resin 

Rubber  booU  and  shoes . . , 

Silk  goods 

Soap 

Sugar 

Tobacco,    and 
turesof: 

Cigarettes 

Clears 

Tobacco — 

Raw 

Manulictured . . . 
Wood,  manufacturers  of: 

Handles,  etc 

Laths 

Spokes,  etc 

Staves 

Timber 

Woolen  goods 

All  other  articles 


manulac- 


Total. 


1907. 


$63,989 

12,216 

2,065,790 

525,679 

122,465 

78,725 

267,215 

1,306.626 

197,210 

7,611 

3,265 
33,502 
166, 176 
352,043 
44,732 
115,935 
180,760 
140,666 


109,053 
51,648 

1,541.362 
545,282 

187,681 


50,076 
3,068,177 

77,402 
3,996,143 


28,561,970 


1908. 


$64,826 

23,660 

2,118,312 

461,326 

79,026 

81,361 

220,212 

1,687,640 

60,631 

8,360 

15,717 
33.670 
108,604 
373,026 
85,808 
123,580 
114,735 
124,440 


56,303 
141,066 

1.781.277 
305,420 

217,257 
70.466 
174. 2S4 
63,447 
3,076,700 
64,284 
3,217,807 


20,353,100 


The  total  direct  imports  from  the  Philippines  in  1908  were  valued 
at  $406,301,  a  decrease  of  $58,838  from  1907.  The  principal  articles 
in  1908  were:  Flax  and  hemp,  worth  $249,494;  cigars,  $147,273,  and 
unmanufactured  tobacco,  $3,950.  llie  imports  from  Hawaii  were 
valued  at  $14,595,  of  which  $14^071  represented  gold  specie. 


WHAT   THE    UNITED    STATES   BUYS. 


The  exports  of  domestic  and  foreign  produce  from  Australia  to  the 
United  States  during  1908  were  valued  at  $11,641,964,  a  decrease  of 
$63,905  from  the  previous  year.  The  articles  are  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing comparative  statement: 


Articles. 

1007. 

1008. 

Articles. 

1007. 

1008. 

Coal  and  coke 

91,380,047 
46,353 
1,031,365 
41,770 
4,035,^62 
07,476 
10,215 
16,181 

35,707 

$576,377 

20,600 

820,447 

30.830 

4,131,013 

28,518 

12,808 

160,587 

18,822 

Wool 

$3,067,433 
143.171 

$4,282,263 
09,103 

Fertllteere 

All  other  articles 

Hld^  and  skins 

Total 

Machines  and  machinery . . 

11,705,860 

10, 180. 667 

Metals  and  ores 

Gold  and  sUver  specie 

Grand  total 

1,401,307 

Oil  coooannt 

Pharmaceutical  products. . 

11,641,064 

Shells,  pearl 

1 

1 

Wood,  and  manufactures 
of 
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The  shipments  to  the  Philippines  increased  from  $2,776,474  in  1907 
to  $2,938,303  in  1908.  The  leading  items  in  1908  were  as  follows: 
Coal,  valued  at  $937,871;  beef,  $734,229;  pork,  $87,563;  mutton  and 
lamb,  $39,158;  bacon  and  hams,  $33,583;  flour,  $440,574;  fodder, 
$73,522;  live  animals,  $68,958;  earthenware,  etc.,  $25,682;  and  tim- 
ber, $149,926.     The  exports  to  Hawaii  were  valued  at  $328,947  in 

1907  and  $374,924  in  1908.  The  principal  articles  in  1908  were: 
Fertilizers,  worth  $173,119;  coal,  $174,224;  provisions,  $17,661,  and 
onions,  $4,063. 

PRIVATE  AND  GOVERNMENT  RAILROADS. 

On  December  31.  1908,  there  were  3,599  miles  of  railroad  in  New 
South  Wales  owned  by  the  State,  open  for  traflSc^  of  which  152  miles 
had  been  opened  during  1908.  The  length  of  sidings  and  cross  overs 
was  516  miles.  In  admtion  to  this,  there  were  271  miles  of  railroad 
worked  by  private  companies,  of  which  144  miles  were  available  for 
general  traffic  and  127  miles  for  special  puiposes  only. 

Regarding  the  railroads  owned  by  the  other  States,  statistics  are 
available  omy  for  the  period  ended  with  June  30,  1908.  The  ^gures 
in  miles  are  as  follows:  Queensland,  3,359;  Victoria,  3,396;  South 
Australia,  1*879;  Northern  Territory,  145;  Western  Australia,  1,943; 
Tasmania,  463  j  and  New  South  Wales,  3,599;  total,  14,785. 

The  total  mileage  of  the  private  railroads  of  the  Commonwealth 
for  the  fiscal  year  1908  was  1^555,  of  which  916  miles  were  available 
for  general  traflSc  and  639  miles  were  for  special  purposes.  Add  to 
this  the  14,785  miles  of  state-owned  railroads  and  the  Common- 
wealth's lines  amount  to  16,340  miles. 

The  Australian  railroads  are  built  on  three  different  gages.  In 
New  South  Wales  the  standard  gage  is  4  feet  8.5  inches.  Queens- 
land employs  the  3  feet  6  inch  gage,  and  Victoria  the  5  feet  3  inch. 
These  differences  lead  to  much  delay  at  the  state  borders,  where 
through  traffic,  both  freight  and  passenger,  is  subject  to  the  neces- 
sity of  change  of  conveyance.  Numerous  inventions  have  been 
brought  forward  claiming  to  overcome  the  break-of-gage  difficulty, 
but  up  to  the  present  no  practical  solution  has  been  (fiscovered.  To 
standardize  the  gage  throughout  the  country  would  cost,  it  is  esti- 
mated, about  $100,000,000. 

AGRICULTURAL  AND   PASTORAL  DEVBLOPBfENT.^ 

To  understand  the  agricultural  condition  of  Australia  it  is  necessary 
to  bear  in  mind  the  area  under  cultivation.  The  1907  season  showed 
the  biffgest  returns  under  this  head,  namely,  9,545,856  acres,  while  in 

1908  tne  figures  were  9,355,092  acres.  Although  these  statistics  show 
a  falling  off  in  total  acreage  under  cultivation  in  1908,  it  is  noteworthy 
that  in  Western  AustraUa,  South  Australia,  and  Tasmania  a  marked 
increase  was  recorded.  The  shortage  in  New  South  Wales,  Victoria, 
and  Queensland  was  due  to  the  prevalence  of  droughts  over  a  con- 
siderable area  of  country.  However,  comparing  1908  with  1901  the 
total  acreage  under  cultivation  shows  an  increase  of  642,589  acres, 
and  this  does  not  include  the  acreage  under  permanent  artificially 
sown  grass. 
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The  distribution  of  crops  in  the  Commonwealth  is  shown  in  the 
following  statement: 


Crop. 


New  South 
Wales. 


Victoria. 


Queens- 
land. 


South  Aus- 
tralia. 


Western 
Australia. 


Tas- 


Wheat 

Oats 

Barley: 

Malting 

Other 

CJora 

Beans  and  peas 

Rye 

Potatoes 

Onions 

Other  root  crops 

Hay 

Oreen  forage 

Grass  seed 

Sugarcane 

Vines 

Tobacco 

Orchards  and  gardens. 

Market  gardens 

All  other  crops 


Total. 


Aerei. 
1,390,171 
76,762 

0,032 

1,958 

160,980 

237 

5,268 

31,917 

356 

478 

541, 7ai 

261,810 


17,953 
8,483 
533 
46,714 
10,052 
8,508 


Aerei. 
1,847,121 
308,749 

41.940 

21,134 

10,844 

13,613 

1,441 

54,149 

4,249 

1,680 

682,194 

59,807 

1,076 

126,810 

26,465 

345 

54,111 

9,022 

4,493 


Acres, 

82,461 

715 

5,846 

1,097 

127,119 


91 

7,889 

87 

3,344 

54,037 

91,444 

218 


1,073 

459 

14,307 

2,365 
12,312 


Aerei. 
1,753,755 
66,297 

23,199 

14,122 

549 

7,514 

426 

9,062 

366 

660 

328,672 

15,434 

141 


Acret. 

279,609 

46,666 

3,162 

2,857 

87 

904 

638 

1,854 

54 

160 

131,056 

4,773 


21,081 


3,231 


20,736 

2,961 

42 


15,049 
3,543 
1,335 


2,572,873 


3,359,333 


406,854 


2.265,017 


494,987 


Aerei. 
30,794 
54,635 

5,078 
774 


12,557 

696 

38,640 

61 

6,654 

73.859 

6,367 

3,105 


19,441 
1,791 
2,576 


267,028 


WHEAT,   CORN,   AND  BARLEY. 

In  New  South  Wales  and  Queensland  the  area  under  wheat  was 
less  in  1908  than  in  any  other  year  since  1903.  In  Victoria  it  was 
lower  than  since  1902,  out  in  South  and  Western  AustraUa,  which 
States  escaped  the  drought,  satisfactory  increases  in  area  are  shown. 

The  average  yield  of  wheat  in  bushels  per  acre  in  the  several  States 
in  1908  was  as  follows:  New  South  Wales,  6.59;  Victoria,  6.55; 
Queensland,  8.41;  South  AustraUa,  10.91;  Western  Australia,  10.46; 
and  Tasmania,  20.92.  The  average  yield  for  the  Commonwealth 
was  8.29  bushels. 

Oats  come  next  in  importance  to  wheat  among  the  cereal  crops 
cultivated  in  1908,  and  while  wheat  accounted  for  more  than  57.5 
per  cent  of  the  acreage,  oats  represented  less  than  7  per  cent.  The 
acreage  devoted  to  oats  in  1908  was  642,824  acres,  an  increase  of 
60,972  acres  over  the  previous  year,  but  the  yield  amounting  to 
9,185,227  bushels  was  less  by  4,426,760  bushels  than  in  1907.  Vic- 
toria is  the  principal  oat-growing  State,  producing  last  year  about 
70  per  cent  of  the  total.  The  average  yield  of  oats  throughout  the 
Commonwealth  was  14.29  bushels  per  acre,  as  compared  with  23.39 
bushels  per  acre  in  1907. 

Com  IS  grown  extensively  in  two  States  only,  New  South  Wales 
and  Queensland.  The  area  cultivated  in  these  States  in  1908  repre- 
sented 96  per  cent  of  the  Commonwealth's  total,  namely,  288,099  out 
of  299,579  acres.     The  total  yield  in  1908  was  8,137,745  bushels. 

Barley  is  grown  principally  in  the  State  of  Victoria,  but  it  is  not 
a  very  big  item.  The  total  acreage  under  cultivation  in  1908  through- 
out the  Commonwealth  was  131,099  acres,  of  which  89,157  acres 
were  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  malting  parley.  The  total  yield 
for  1908  was  1,991,652  bushels,  or  256,780  bushels  less  than  in  the 
previous  year. 
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BEANS;   PEAS,   POTATOES,   HAY,   SUGAR,   ETC. 

The  total  yield  of  beans  and  peas  in  1908  was  597,251  bushels,  an 
average  of  17.15  bushels  |>er  acre.  Rye  yielded  100,072  bushels, 
or  11.69  bushels  per  acre. 

Potatoes,  grown  chiefly  in  Victoria,  Tasmania,  and  New  South  Wales, 
in  1908  yielded  375,586  tons.  The  1907  yield  was  507,153  tons. 
The  1908  crop  was  valued  at  approximately  $6,500,000.  Turnips, 
onions,  sweet  potatoes,  and  maiigolds  are  the  other  root  crops  of 
Australia,  but  the  yield  of  each  is  small. 

In  1908  more  than  19  per  cent,  or  1,811,579  acres,  was  devoted  to 
the  production  of  hay.  The  yield  for  the  Commonwealth  in  1907 
was  2,256,140  tons,  and  in  1908, 1,739,858  tons.  The  value  of  the 
1908  crop  was  $37,447,435. 

Sugar  cane  is  grown  extensively  in  Queensland  and  in  a  less  degree 
in  New  South  Wales,  these  two  States  claiming  the  Commonwealth's 
total  production.  For  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1907,  the  total 
yield  of  cane  in  the  Commonwealth  was  1,950,340  tons  and  for  1908 
1,942,418  tons.  The  average  yield  per  acre  for  1907  was  17.96  tons 
and  for  1908  18.62  tons.  The  amount  paid  by  the  Government  in 
sugar  bounties  in  1908  was  $2,845,102. 

The  wine-growing  industry  of  Australia  does  not  progress  as  rapidly 
as  most  other  agricultural  enterprises.  However,  tnere  are  some 
61,232  acres  in  grapes  in  the  several  States,  and  the  production  in  1908 
was  4,450,033  gallons. 

In  its  pastoral  life  Australia  is  thriving.  Wool  and  butter  are  its 
two  main  articles  of  export,  while  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs  add 
no  small  share  to  its  prosperity.  Latest  returns  place  the  number 
of  animals  in  the  country  as  follows:  Horses,  1,871,714;  cattle, 
10,180,214;  sheep,  87,650,263;  and  pigs,  754,101. 

PEODUCTION   AND   CONSUMPTION   OF   WOOL. 

The  total  amount  of  the  wool  clip  available  for  export  during  the 
year  ended  June  30, 1908,  was  686,810,010  pounds,  agamst  710,168,448 
pounds  for  the  previous  season.  The  average  value  per  bale  of  all 
the  wool  sold  in  Australia  during  the  same  period  was  $63.22,  as  com- 
pared with  $69.98  for  the  previous  year,  a  decrease  of  8.36  per  cent. 
The  average  weight  of  wool  produced  per  sheep  was  6  poimds  9 
ounces,  the  average  for  the  preceding  year  being  7  pounds  2  ounces. 
The  average  monetary  return  was  $1.22  per  head  of  sheep  and  lambs, 
against  $1.42  for  the  previous  season.  The  falling  off  of  wool  pro- 
duced per  head  and  the  lesser  monetary  returns  are  attributable  to 
the  facts  that  a  large  proportion  of  tne  sheep  had  only  10  to  11 
months'  growth  of  wool  on  when  they  were  shorn,  the  poor  general 
condition  of  the  last  clip,  and  the  average  of  values  ruling  lower  than 
in  1906-7. 

The  quantity  of  lamb's  wool  dealt  with  in  Australasia  during  the 
period  under  review  was  70,080  bales,  as  compared  with  105,873  bales 
the  previous  season.  The  proportion  of  scoured  wool  sold  in  Aus- 
tralasian markets  was  9  per  cent,  as  compared  with  1 1  per  cent  during 
theprevious  year. 

The  consumption  of  wool  in  the  United  States  is  the  subject  of  an 
article  which  appeared  in  Dalgaty's  Annual  Wool  Review  for  Aus- 
tralasia for  1908-9,  and  from  wnich  the  following  statistics  are  taken: 
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The  United  States  of  America,  with  a  wealthy  population  of  nearly  90,000,000,  is 
now  the  largest  wool-consuming  country  in  the  world.  It  is  claimed  that  the  wages 
earned  in  North  America  are  double  those  in  Great  Britain,  two  and  a  half  times 
greater  than  those  in  France,  and  three  times  what  they  are  in  Germany.  Fortunately 
for  Australia,  the  heavy  import  duties  levied  upon  wool,  though  enabling^  the  United 
States  flock  masters  to  obtain  more  for  their  domestic  clip  than  it  is  intrinsically 
worrti,  have  not  resulted  in  any  material  increase  in  the  locally  (American)  grown 
wool,  which  in  1904  amounted  to  291,783,032  pounds  and  in  1908  to  311,138,321 
poimds. 

Of  the  wool  imported  into  the  United  States  from  the  United  Kingdom  the  major 
portion  is  grown  m  that  country,  for  the  American  buyers  have  long  ago  made  Aus- 
tralasia their  direct  source  of  supply  for  class  1  wools.  For  instance,  during  the  year 
1908  the  total  purchases  of  Australasian  wool  in  London  for  the  United  States  amounted 
to  but  49,000  Dales,  whereas  during  that  year  they  secured  110,000  bales  in  the  Aus- 
tralasian markets.  The  imports  of  the  United  States  from  the  River  Plate  during  the 
same  period  amoimted  to  28,000  bales.  The  total  imports  of  class  1  wools  into  the 
United  States  during  the  last  five  years  were  as  follows,  in  pounds:  1904,  45,575,993; 
1905,  109,888,258;  1906,  86,810,307;  1907,  82,982,116;  1908,  45,798,303. 

It  will  be  seen  that  during  1908  the  United  States  took  but  little  more  than  half  the 
average  quantity  of  class  1  wools  that  she  had  been  accustomed  to  take  during  the 
four  preceding  years,  on  account  of  the  financial  crisis.  This  great  nation  finished  the 
year  1908  in  comparative  prosperity,  and  is  a^in  enjoying  a  period  of  good  trade. 

All  things  considered,  then,  it  is  not  surprising  that  before  tne  past  selling  season  in 
Australasia  had  progressed  far  the  strong  United  States  demand,  which  gave  such  a 
fillip  to  the  auctions,  asserted  itself. 

STEADILY  QROWINn    DEMAND. 

The  past  clip  contained  such  a  small  proportion  of  superwool  that  the  Americans 
were  forced  to  operate  with  wools  which  in  ordinary  years  they  would  have  passed  bj;. 
They  were  not  able  to  secure  anything  like  the  quantity  which  they  were  in  a  posi- 
tion to  buy,  consequently  the  demandf  on  Unitea  States  account  has  continued  una- 
bated until  the  present  time,  as  has  been  evinced  by  their  purchases  at  the  big 
Brisbane  sale  less  than  a  month  ago,  and  also  by  their  operations  at  the  last  London 
series,  when  they  took  23,000  bales  as  compared  with  6,000  in  1908,  5,000  in  1907, 
and  9,000  in  1906.  Figures  are  just  to  hand  which  disclose  the  fact  that  during  the 
nine  months  ended  March  31,  1909,  the  importsof  class  1  wool  into  the  United  States 


get  hold  of  the  domestic  clip  that  they 
contracted  for  it  on  sheep  backs  months  before  it  was  ready  to  be  shorn. 

One  of  tiie  brightest  features  of  the  position  to-day,  especially  to  Australasia,  is  the 
knowledge  tJiat  trade  in  the  United  States  is  back  to  normal,  with  a  prospect  of  further 
expansion.  Wool  is  still  badly  wanted  in  that  country,  where  over  1,200  woolen  mills 
are  busy,  and  most  of  them  very  large  mills  at  that,  and  as  Australasia  is  the  reccmiized 
center  of  the  American  demand,  and  will  have  a  splendid  clip  to  put  before  Buyers 
during  the  coming  year,  with  from  75  to  80  per  cent  of  the  total  Australasian  clip 
available  here,  it  seems  improbable  that  the  Americans  will  risk  depending  upon 
other  markets  for  their  supplies.    They  will  buy  here. 

The  production  and  exportation  of  butter  in  1908  showed  a  marked 
falling  off  from  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  butter  production 
in  the  several  States  was  as  follows,  in  pounds:  New  South  Wales, 
60,041,449;  Victoria,  63,746,354;  Queensland,  22,789,158;  South  Aus- 
tralia, 8,519,340;  West  Australia,  436,529;  and  Tasmania,  847,860; 
total,  156,380,690.  In  1907  the  total  production  was  159,870,662 
pounds. 

MINERAL   PRODUCTION   AND  MINING. 

Although  Australia  is  primarily  a  pastoral  and  agricultural  coun- 
try, mining  plays  an  important  part  in  the  wealth  of  the  country. 
Furthermore,  each  jear  witnesses  increased  activity  in  mining  opera- 
tions, particularly  in  respect  to  the  baser  metals.  Coal  is  mined  on 
an  enormous  scale,  and  the  exports  of  this  commodity  go  far  to  swell 
the  total  of  the  country's  trade.    The  value  of  the  gold  mined  in 
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Australia  in  1907  (the  full  returns  for  1908  are  not  yet  available) 
was  $65,771,308.  In  1906  the  total  was  $5,434,109  more.  Of  the 
$400,000,000  worth  of  gold  produced  in  the  world  Australia  furnished 
about  16.5  per  cent. 

While  gold  showed  a  decreased  production,  silver  showed  a  marked 
increase — from  $17,635,768  to  $24,797,057.  The  chief  centers  of 
silver  production  are  at  Broken  Hill,  in  New  South  Wales,  and  at 
Zeeham,  in  Tasmania.  Recently  Queensland  has  come  into  prom- 
inence as  a  silver-producing  State. 

Up  to  the  close  of  1907  the  various  mines  at  Broken  Hill  had  pro- 
duced silver  to  the  value  of  $250,000,000  and  paid  dividends  amount- 
ing to  over  $70,000,000,  and  this  on  an  authorized  capitalization  of 
about  $20,000,000.  There  were  12,818  persons  employed  in  silver 
mining  during  1908,  while  the  previous  year  showed  only  11,504  so 
engaged. 

The  production  of  copper  in  Australia,  as  is  the  case  in  all  copper 
countries,  fluctuates  with  the  prices  ruling  in  the  world  markets,  and 
these  prices  have  of  late  been  more  than  ordinarily  unstable.  How- 
ever, despite  unfavorable  fluctuation  during  1908,  the  production  of 
the  metal  in  Austraha  increased  by  $819,634,  the  year's  total  pro- 
duction being  valued  at  $17,075,090.  The  copper-mining  industry, 
according  to  latest  statistics,  provides  employment  in  Australia  for 
16,194  persons,  an  increase  of  3,000  over  1907. 

Australia  also  produces  tin.  This  industry  ^ives  employment  to 
about  9,227  persons,  whose  labors  effected  a  yield  of  $7,301,158  in 
value  during  the  last  year. 

EBON — COAL   AND   COKE — PRECIOUS   STONES. 

The  iron  industry  of  Austraha  is  still  in  its  infancy,  although  there 
are  vast  deposits  of  ore  awaiting  the  commencement  of  activities. 
The  year  1908  witnessed  the  adoption  of  an  iron  bounty  act  by  the 
federal  parhament,  and  at  Lithgow,  New  South  Wales,  preUmmary 
operations  are  now  in  progress  to  create  a  big  industry  in  the  near 
future.  The  erection  of  a  commonwealth  small-arms  factory  at 
Lithgow  has  been  decided  upon,  and  the  federal  government  has 
decided  to  accept  the  tender  of  an  American  firm  for  the  undertak- 
ing at  approximately  $350,000.  This  firm  is  guaranteeing  completion 
of  the  work  in  twelve  months,  but  here  it  is  interesting  to  note  the 
remarks  of  the  AustraUan  minister  for  defense,  Mr.  Joseph  Cook,  on 
the  subject  of  this  factory.     He  said: 

The  expert  engineer  who  was  specially  sent  home  to  go  into  the  whole  matter  wm 
emphatic  in  his  recommendation  of  the  American  machinery  after  paying  a  visit  to 
America  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  subject.  In  his  rep(^  he  says  that  many 
of  the  machines  turned  out  by  the  American  factory  will  turn  out  double  the  work  ol 
those  he  saw  in  Great  Britain.  As  a  matter  of  fact, the  two  British  tenderers,  so  the 
expert  declares,  would  have  obtained  tools  from  the  American  firm  with  which  to 
supply  us. 

The  iron  industry  of  Austraha  promises  to  become  increasingly 
important,  although  competition  witn  imported  iron  and  iron  products 
win  necessarily  be  very  keen. 

The  latest  complete  statistics  of  the  coal  industry  of  Australia  show 
a  total  annual  production  of  9,681,095  tons.  To  this  total  the  several 
States  contributed  the  following  amounts,  in  tons:  New  South  Wales, 
8,657,924;  Victoria,  138,635;  Queensland,  683,272;  West  Australia, 
142,373,  and  Tasmania,  58,891;  total,  9,681,095. 
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This  output  was  valued  at  $16,052,453.  During  1908  coal  from 
Australia  valued  at  $2,396,590  was  shipped  to  American  territory, 
of  which  $1,294,495  worth  went  to  the  IJmted  States,  $927,871  to  the 
Philippine  Islands,  and  $174,224  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  Thegreat 
bulk  of  AustraUa's  coal  production  is  confined  to  New  South  Wales, 
but  the  Queensland  fielos  are  becoming  important.  The  number  of 
persons  employed  in  coal  mining  in  the  several  States  was  19,635. 

The  production  of  coke  is  rapidly  increasing,  the  annual  output 
now  exceeding  250,000  tons.  Numerous  cargoes  of  this  product  have 
been  dispatched  in  saiUng  vessels  to  San  Francisco  and  smaller  ship- 
ments were  made  to  Manila. 

AustraUa  is  also  coming  into  prominence  as  a  producer  of  pre- 
cious stones,  diamonds,  sapphires,  opals,  and  other  gems  finding  a 
ready  sale  in  the  markets  or  the  Northern  Hemisphere.  The  latest 
full  returns  of  the  yearns  mineral  production  give  a  total  value  of 
$137,728,501. 

INDUSTRIAL   PROGRESS. 

Industrially  considered  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  during 
1908  made  conspicuous  progress.  In  many  parts  of  the  country  new 
manufacturing  plants  were  inaugurated,  and  although  the  majority 
of  these  were  not  very  extensive  either  in  output  or  m  respect  of  the 
number  of  operatives  employed  the  aggregate  gain  to  the  Common- 
wealth was  substantial.  In  Australia  it  is  possible  to  buy  almost 
any  of  the  ordinary  rec^uirements  of  daily  life  without  having  recourse 
to  imported  commodities.  However,  there  is  still  a  strong  prejudice 
in  some  minds  in  favor  of  the  better-Known  products  of  the  mills  and 
factories  of  older  countries;  but  as  far  as  actual  necessity  is  concerned 
AustraUa  is  fairly  independent  and  self-supporting. 

During  the  year  the  most  noteworthy  event  was  the  strike  of  the 
men  in  the  silver  mines  at  Broken  Hill.  For  several  months  the 
principal  mines  were  idle,  and  even  at  the  time  of  writing  (July  26, 
1909)  the  diflBculty  remains  unsettled.  In  fact,  strikes  are  a  very 
frequent  incident  of  the  industrial  life  of  AustraUa,  although  nowhere, 
perhaps,  have  the  workers  more  nearly  their  own  principles  to  guide 
them  than  here. 

Other  serious  labor  troubles  during  the  year  were  the  strike  of  the 
wharf  laborers  in  Sydney  and  the  strike  of  the  street-car  motormen  and 
conductors.  These  strikes  were,  fortunately,  of  short  duration.  The 
Broken  Hill  strike,  however,  was  of  much  wider  moment,  being 
responsible  for  the  laying  up  of  a  large  fleet  of  coastwise  steam 
colliers  and  the  enforced  idleness  of  thousands  of  operatives  in  the 
mines  and  elsewhere. 

Of  AustraUa's  industrial  position  as  contrasted  with  its  condition 
in  1907  it  must  be  conceded  that  during  1908  it  showed  progress. 
A  number  of  new  industries  were  inaugurated,  among  which  was  a 
^at  wool  combing  and  spinning  works  at  Botany,  near  Sydney.  In 
Fact,  economic  independence  seems  to  be  the  aim  and  desire  of  Aus- 
traUa as  a  whole,  and  in  small  matters,  as  weU  as  in  great,  effort  is 
being  made  to  give  that  desire  the  fuUest  realization. 

The  population  of  AustraUa  in  1788  was  1,035,  and  in  1908, 
4,275,306,  of  whom  2,252,027  were  males  and  2,023,279  females.  The 
number  of  schools  in  the  Commonwealth  in  1907-8,  was  7,566,  with 
a  net  enrollment  of  641,165  and  an  average  attendance  of  444,065. 
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The  number  of  teachers  employed  was  16,313.     The  total  expenditure 
on  education  during  the  year  amounted  to  $13,755,125. 

COUNTRY  IN  NEED  OF  MORE  PEOPLE. 

Although  AustraUa  is  fully  alive  to  the  urgency  of  the  need  for  an 
increased  population,  the  diflSculties  in  the  way  that  prevailed  prior 
to  1908  were  not  removed  during  that  year.  The  chief  of  these,  it 
is  claimed,  was,  and  still  is,  an  meffective  land  policy.  It  is  often 
very  diflBcult  for  new-coming  settlers  to  get  suitable  land.  Neverthe- 
less, each  ship  from  the  old  country  brings  a  number  of  immigrants, 
and  these,  wnen  of  the  pastoral  or  agricultural  laborer  tvpe,  usually 
find  employment  at  wages  averaging  $5  per  week  and  board.  But 
in  respect  of  a  vigorous  inmaigration  policy  Australia  is  still  defi- 
cient. In  fact,  inmiigration  continues  to  be  viewed  as  a  matter  of 
individual  state  concern,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment will  leave  the  matter  in  the  nands  of  the  States  for  some  time 
to  come.  Of  all  the  States,  Queensland  has  made  the  most  progress 
in  inunigration,  and  during  1908  concluded  an  agreement  with  a 
steamship  Une  for  a  monthly  service  of  steamers  to  Queensland  ports 
by  way  of  Torres  Straits,  the  agreement  providing  for  at  least  350 
immigrant  or  third-class  passengers  by  every  ship,  riew  South  Wales 
continues  to  spend  large  sums  of  money  annually  in  assisting  immi- 
gration, but  the  results  so  far  achieved  have  not  been  entirely  satis- 
factory. The  attitude  of  the  labor  party,  which  is  opposed  to  the 
introduction  of  skilled  artisans,  is  held  responsible  in  a  great  measure 
for  Australia's  backwardness  in  this  respect. 

MERCHANT   MARINE   AND   SHIPPING. 

The  service  of  both  cargo  and  passenger  steamers  maintained  by 
the  several  Australian  companies  m  the  coastwise  trade  of  the  Com- 
monwealth is  a  matter  of  amazement  to  persons  who  see  the  ships  and 
who  then  recollect  how  few,  comparatively,  are  the  country's  inhabit- 
ants. In  1908  several  important  additions  to  these  interstate  fleets 
were  made,  the  new  vessels  being,  without  exception,  of  a  type  supe- 
rior to  others  previously  employed.  The  AustraUan  United  Steam 
Navigation  Company  (Limited),  the  Howard  Smith  Company  (Lim- 
ited), the  Adelaide  Steamship  Company  (Limited),  Messrs.  Huddart 
Parker  Proprietary  (Limited),  and  the  Melbourne  Steamship  Com- 
pany (Limited)  are  among  the  companies  which  added  to  then*  fleets 
durmg  1908.  These  lines  are  extensively  engaged  in  the  interstate 
trade  and  the  sailings  are  frequent.  In  addition  to  these  ships  sev- 
eral new  seagoing  tugs,  built  in  Great  Britain,  were  added  to  the 
fleets  during  1908.  In  sailing  tonnage,  however,  there  has  been  no 
noteworthy  increase.  The  South  Sea  Island  trade  formerly  carried 
in  schooners  of  small  size  is  now  largely  handled  by  steamers.  Dur- 
ing the  year  at  least  one  new  line  of  re^lar  steamers  entered  the 
AustraUan  trade.  This  was  the  Koninklijke  Paketvaart  Maatschap- 
pij  (Royal  Dutch  Steam  Packet  Company),  which  maintains  a 
monthlv  service  between  the  Dutch  East  Indies  and  Australia.  The 
ships  of  this  line  are  specially  fitted  for  the  carrying  of  Uve  stock  and 
refrigerated  cargo,  also  first  and  third  class  passengers.  So  far  this 
company  has  met  with  encouraging  success,  and  AustraUa's  trade 
with  the  Dutch  East  Indies  promises  to  increase  substantially  in  the 
near  future.  ^  , 
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NEW  SOUTH  WAUES. 

By  Consul-General  John  P.  Bray,  Sydney. 

The  year  1908  in  New  South  Wales  was  marked  by  an  increase  in 
many  branches  of  commerce  and  industry,  or  improved  conditions, 
at  all  events,  which,  while  not  yet  actually  productive  of  general 
improvement,  may  safely  be  looked  upon  as  the  precursors  of  advan- 
cing prosperity. 

First  and  foremost  in  a  state's  affairs  comes  the  matter  of  finance. 
New  South  Wales  is  carrying  the  burden  of  a  heavy  public  debt, 
amounting  to  $425,920,016.  The  value  of  the  securities,  $531,105,- 
660,  has  been  calculated  by  taking  the  actual  average  net  return  of 
the  business  undertakings  for  the  three  years  ended  June  30,  1908, 
and  capitalizing  at  3i  per  cent.  The  value  of  the  pubUc  lands. 
$107,143,560^  has  been  estimated  on  the  basis  only  or  the  annual 
revenue  received  and  the  amount  still  outstanding  on  land  alienated 
(conditional  purchases).  There  are  18,000,000  acres  still  unaUen- 
ated  which  have  not  been  taken  into  account.  There  is,  therefore, 
little  doubt  that  the  value  is  greatly  underestimated,  but  no  valua- 
tion has  been  made  by  the  lands  department.  The  actual  amount 
of  the  sinking  fund,  $1,083,780,  and  cash  in  hand,  $13,481,640,  on 
Jime  30,  1908,  has  been  mcluded. 

The  value  of  the  securities  exceeds  the  debt  by  approximately 
$100,000,000.  In  valuing  the  securities  account  has  not  been  taken 
of  works  not  directly  producing  revenue,  such  as  roads,  bridges,  and 
harbor  and  other  works. 

LABOR   AND   INDUSTRY. 

Since  1904  the  number  of  establishments  concerned  in  the  prose- 
cution of  what  are  known  as  the  secondary  industries — sheep  farm- 
ing, dairying,  etc.,  constituting  the  primary  industries — has  increased 
by  820,  or  about  22  J  per  cent.  In  1908  the  average  number  of 
employees  was  89,098,  or  whom  67,617  were  males  and  21,481  females. 
The  general  increase  in  the  four  years  was  21,062,  or  14,160  males 
and  6,902  females.  The  wages  paid  during  1908  amounted  to 
$35,076,345,  which  is  equal  to  $393.66  per  capita.  In  1904  the  total 
wages  were  $24,362,004,  or  $359.42  per  capita.  The  amounts  drawn 
by  working  proprietors  are  not  included  under  the  head  of  wages, 
so  the  averages  shown  are  really  below  the  actual  earnings  of  em- 
ployees. It  IS  noteworthy,  too,  that  despite  the  greater  number  of 
females  employed  the  average  wage  shows  an  increase.  Speaking 
generally,  the  increase  in  wages  has  tended  to  decrease  the  m^r^ 
for  profit  and  miscellaneous  expenses.  The  increase  in  wages  durmg 
the  period  1904-1908  was  $2,753,870,  while  the  total  output  of 
1908  showed  an  increase  in  value  of  only  $482,666  over  that  or  1907. 
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COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 


The  following  table  shows  in  detail  the  progress  of  the  manufac- 
turing and  kinared  industries  of  the  State  for  the  years  1904,  1907, 
and  1908: 


1904. 


1907. 


Nomber  of  establishments 

Avera^  number  of  hands  employed: 

Males :....... 

Females 


3,6S2 

68,467 
14,579 


Land,  building,  etc ,  occupied  by  owners. valoe. .  I  a  124, 162, 732 


Plant  and  machinery do. 

Fuel  consumed , do 

Materials  used do 

Output do 

Wages  paid,  excluding  amounts  drawn  by  working  proprietors. 
Rent  paid  for  land  ada  buildings  not  the  property  of  occupant. . . 


87.178, 
2,501.867 
80,152,290 
131,993.858 
24,362,004 
929,533 


4,432 


66,963 
20.514 


4,463 

e7,6n 

21,481 


132,812,402 
44,497.052 
4,100,314 
124,092,572 
104,484,143 
32,322.475 
837,389 


$32,067,0n 
46,577,472 
4,200.106 
123.772,410 
194.971.609 
36,076,345 
1.194,374 


•  Figures  for  1901. 
AGRICULTURAL  AND   PASTORAL   STATISTICS — MINERALS. 

The  total  area  under  crops  in  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1909, 
was  2,716,871  acres.  There  were  1,394,056  acres  sown  in  wheat, 
yielding  15,483,406  bushels,  an  average  of  11.1  bushels  per  acre. 
The  production  of  oats  was  1,118,343  bushels  and  of  hay  730,477  tons. 

The  number  of  live  stock  in  the  State  in  1907  was  47,791,358,  of 
which  44,461,839  were  sheep,  while  in  1908  the  total  was  46,870,868, 
the  sheep  numbering  43,329,384.  The  total  number  of  lambs  in 
1907  was  10,109,686  and  in  1908,  8,524,502.  The  number  of  sheep 
slaughtered,  killed  by  dogs,  etc.,  and  exported  during  1907  was 
11,350,035  and  in  1908,  11,196,438. 

The  quantity  of  butter,  cheese,  and  bacon  and  hams  produced  in 
the  State  durmg  1907  was  60,041,449,  4,586,857,  and  10,358,526 
pounds,  respectively,  while  in  1908  the  quantity  was  61,600,000, 
4,800,000,  and  9,141,022  pounds.  The  amount  of  honey  produced 
in  1907  was  2,660,363  pounds  and  in  1908,  3,064,366  pounds. 

In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  quantity  or  the  principal 
minerals  produced  m  the  State  during  1907  and  1908: 


Class. 


Alumlnlte tons. . 

Antimony  and  ore do 

Cool do.... 

Copper  ingots  and  ore  .do 

Diamonds carats. . 

Gold omices. . 

Iron tons. . 


1907. 

1908. 

2,068 

1.082 

1,752 

117 

8,667.924 

9,147,026 

10,008 

9,071 

2,639 

2,205 

247,363 

224,792 

18,631 

30,393 

Class. 


Lea<3>  pigi  otc tons.. 

Platinam oimoes. . 

SilTer do.... 

Silver4ead  and  ore tons. . 

Tin do.... 

Zinc,  etc do 


1907. 


19,768 

276 

2,043,887 

434,079 

1,914 

237,219 


1908. 


14,936 

US 

2,400.163 

SS8,7» 

1,796 

276.720 
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IMPORTS  INTO  THE  STATE. 


The  over-sea  imports  into  New  South  Wales  for  1908  were  valued  at 
$96,305,205.     The  countries  of  origin  were  as  follows: 


Country. 

United  States 

Austria-Hungary 

Belgium 

Burma 

Canada 

Cape  Colony 

Ceylon 

China 

Cuba 

Fiji  Islands 

France 

Germany 

Greece 

India  (British) 

Italy 

Japan 


Value. 


$13, 


29S, 

m, 

i,10-, 
U\ 
851. 
38 

,7] 
67 
21 


Country. 

Java  

Natal 

Netherlands 

New  Caledonia 

New  Hebrides 

New  Zealand 

Norway 

South  Sea  Islands 

Spain 

Straits  Settlements 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

U  nlted  Kingdom 

All  other  countries 

Total 


Value. 


1860,847 
121,062 
629,760 
141,076 
149,960 

6,296,406 
566,992 
668,642 
196,108 
361,968 
503,399 

1,442,229 
47, 839, 478 

1,443,645 


96, 305, 205 


The  value  of  the  receipts  from  the  other  Austrah'an  States  was 
$85,760,536,  of  which  $9,239,934  represented  foreign  produce. 

TRADE   WITH  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  direct  imports  into  New  South  Wales  from  the  United  States, 
not  including  interstate  transfers;  during  1908  were  valued  at 
$11,267,575.     The  leading  items  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Arms,  ammunition,  etc 

Bags,  etc 

Blacldng 

Books 

Breadstulls: 

Barley 

Oats 

Canvas  and  duck , 

Clocks  and  watches 

Confectionery 

Drigs,  dves,  and  medicines 

Electrical  apparatus,  etc 

Fancy  goods 

Fish 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

Glass  and  glassware 

Greases 

Gums,  resins,  etc 

Hats  and  caps 

Hops 

Instruments: 

Musical 

Scientific,  etc 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Bars,  rods,  etc 

Cutlery , 

Girders,  etc 

Hoops 

Machines    and    machinery    and 
parts- 
Machines— 

Adding,  etc , 

Agricultural 

Engines- 
Gas  and  oil 

Portable,  etc 

Other 

Sewing 

Talking 

Typewriters 

Machinery- 
Mining 

Printing 

Other 

Nails,  aU  kinds 


Value. 


$102,955 
11,144 
19,673 
70,986 

39,988 
6,546  I 
19,022 
63,185 
23,882 

222,535 

217,.*^ 
26,540 

405,132 
62,300 
51,476 
14,327 

123,206 
11,372 
12,160 

44,839 
83,121 

35,167 
19,484 
62,162 
16,383 


44,984 
333,609 

102,585 
57,095 
15,100 
70,591 
313,951 
150,033 

24,310 
88,102 
338,631 
22,726 


Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  manuflEustures  of— Con. 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Plates  and  sheets 

Rails,  etc 

Saws 

Stoves,  oil  and  gas 

Tools 

Wire,  all  kinds 

Lamps,  etc 

I.<eatner,  and  manufactures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Leather 

Other 

Metals,  manufactures  of: 
Oils: 

Benzine,  etc 

Cotton-seed 

Kerosene 

Lubricating 

Other 

Packing 

Paints,  etc. 


169,682 
55,062 
195,984 
8,636 
5,633 
400,688 
454,188 
49,849 

'  60,082 

67,649 

14,206 

195,830 

62,  76 

9,166 

515,585 

145,115 

57,320 

22,385 

77,627 

616,428 

46,423 

21,092 

05,878 
14,556 
33,732 

12,276 
24,602 
68,871 
88,726 
33,116 
1,116,093 
270,241 

111,585 

60,123 

1, 349, 165 

236,666 
1,295,726 

Total 11,267,576 


Paper,  and  manulactures  of. 
Paraffin. 


Perfumery 

Piece  goods: 

Cotton,  linen,  etc 

Woolen 

Plants,  trees,  etc 

Provisions: 

Lard,  etc 

Meats 

Sausage  casings , 

Rubber,  and  manufactures  of. . 

Soap 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures  of. 

Vehicles  and  parts 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Furniture 

Handles,  ax,  etc 

Timber 

Other 

All  other  articles 


Value. 
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OOMMEBCIAL  EELATtOKS. 


The  imports  from  the  Philippines  during  the  year  amounted  in 
value  to  $147,763.  The  principal  articles  were:  Cigars,  worth 
$74,042;  flax  and  hemp,  $70,969;  and  hats  and  bonnets,  $831.  The 
imports  from  Hawaii,  valued  at  $14,555,  consisted  chiefly  of  geld 
specie,  worth  $14,070. 


CLASSIFICATION  OP  EXPORTS. 


The  exports  to  the  United  States  during  1908  were  valued  at 
$4,866,444.    The  value  of  the  articles  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Vatac. 

Ammonioni  swlph*t^ 

$20,739 

496,738 
78,689 

391,169 
16,269 
10.998 
28,556 
10,906 
8,093 

623,138 

Timber  . 

»17,617 

82,00 

1,470,984 

128:317 

Coal ". 

Tin 

Coke 

Wool 

Copper  matte 

All  other  articles 

Gluestook 

Total 

T.tf>A<l  mA^^tA 

7, 4^351 

on.  ooooanut 

Specfo,  gold  and  silver 

Onioof 

Grand  total 

Seeds 

4,886,444 

Skins  and  hides 

The  shipments  to  the  Philippines  for  the  year  were  valued  at 
$1,443,040,  the  principal  items  oeing:  Coal,  worth  $929,010;  flour, 
$216,063;  timber,  $59,162;  butter,  $53,025;  horses,  $15,713;  beef, 
$13,358 ;  mutton  and  lamb,  $30,109,  and  pork,  $39,313.  The  exports 
to  Hawaii  were  valued  at  $371,547,  ana  consisted  of  the  following 
leading  articles:  Sulphate  of  ammonia,  worth  $161,489; coal,  $174,124, 
and  mutton  and  lamb,  $14,226. 

NBWCASTIiE. 

By  Consul  George  B.  Killhaster. 

The  |)opulation  of  Newcastle  in  1901  was  46,017.  The  estimated 
jKopulation  in  1908  was  52,500,  and  if  the  suburbs  are  included,  62,000. 
The  territory  for  which  Newcastle  is  the  distributing  center  contains 
a  population  of  approximately  200,000.  The  number  of  births  in  this 
district  during  1908  was  2,233,  a  decrease  of  79  from  the  preceding 
year.  The  city  has  25  miles  of  well-paved  streets  and  will  soon  have 
a  complete  system  of  sewerage.  The  area  of  the  municipality  is  1,060 
acres;  the  rent  value  of  ratable  property  is  $862,933;  and  the  esti- 
mated total  value  of  all  ratable  property  is  $14,782,315.  The  length 
of  tramways  opened  for  traffic  is  1 7  miles.  Steam  is  the  motive  power, 
but  electricity  is  proposed  in  the  near  future.  The  revenue  oerivea 
from  the  tramways  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1908,  was 
$256,898,  and  the  expenditures  were  $189,808.  The  revenue  collected 
at  the  Newcastle  custom-house  during  1908  was  $967,664,  a  decrease 
of  $26,345  from  the  previous  year. 

FOREIGN  AND  INTEESTATE  TRADE. 

The  total  foreign  and  interstate  trade  of  Newcastle  in  1908 
amounted  to  $23,694,725,  of  which  the  imports  were  valued  ai 
$7,730,522  and  the  exports  $15,964,203.     The  principal  articles  of 
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import  were:  Ores,  worth  $1,588,669;  apparel,  etc.,  $890,102;  hay 
and  chaff,  $287,848;  galvanized  iron,  $281,108;  sugar,  $235,990; 
timber,  $225,012;  machinery,  $191,638;  and  kerosene,  $150,223. 
The  leading  items  of  export  during  the  year  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

QuanUty. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Bullion: 

Gold. ounces.. 

Lead tons.. 

Silver ounces.. 

Ck)al tons.. 

Coke do... 

Copper hundredweight. . 

Glycerin pounds. . 

14,460 
68,340 
367,471 
4,973,200 
6,630 
26,039 
150,287 

Provisions: 
Meats- 
Frozen hundredweight. . 

Preserved pounds.. 

Tallow hundredweight. . 

Railway  sleepers number. . 

Timber feet.. 

Wool bales.. 

60,677 
1,440 
11.922 
98,467 
3,797,529 
26,255 

The  quantity  of  coal  exported  to  foreign  countries  and  shipped  to 
other  Australian  States  m  1908  was  4,973,200  tons,  valued  at 
$11,611,873.  The  countries  of  destination  and  the  quantity  taken,  in 
tons,  were  as  follows:  . 


Country. 


United  States... 

Canada 

Cape  Colony.... 

Chile 

China 

Ecuador 

Fiji  Islands 

G^many 

Gilbert  Islands.. 

Guam 

Honglcong 

India. 

Java 

Mexioo 

New  Caledonia.. 


Tons. 


207,719 
10,118 
2.880 

780,913 
11.151 
37,717 
74,047 
3.309 
20,862 
6,408 
85.077 

178,312 

113,774 
45,824 
13,411 


Country. 


New  Zealand 

Peru 

Philippine  Islands. 

Queensland 

Sandwich  Islands. . 

South  Australia 

Straits  Settlements. 

Tasmania 

United  Kingdom... 

Victoria 

Western  Australia. 
All  other  countries. 

Total 


Tons. 


415,807 

75,639 

399,266 

76.529 

80,254 

662,868 

240,338 

133.666 

19,987 

,115,774 

122.263 

39,287 


4,973,200 


TRADE    WITH   THE   UNITED    STATES. 

The  imports  into  Newcastle  from  the  United  States  during  1908 
were  valued  at  $489,424,  an  increase  of  $171,447  over  1907.  The 
articles  in  1908  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Value. 


Articles. 


Value. 


Arms  and  ammunition 

Bags,  paper 

Boots  and  shoes,  leather , 

Canvas  and  duck 

Fish 

Glassware 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Galvanized 

Machinery 

Tools,  all  kinds 

wire 

other 

Iiamp8,etc 

Meats,  salted 

oils: 

Bendne 

Kerosene 

Other 


16,638 
3,416 
1,095 
2,365 

61,506 
1,796 

1,246 
11,057 
30,678 
2,584 
1,289 
2,628 
19,987 

2,005 

150,214 

2,996 


Paints  and  colors 

Paper,  printing 

Paramn 

Piece  goods,  cotton 

Rubber  boots 

Soap 

Turpentine 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Furniture 

Handles 

Thnber 

Other 

All  other  articles 

Total 


S4.297 
16,351 
17,768 
2,375 
2,492 
3,728 
3,893 

1,869 
3,971 

63,704 
7,740 

39,722 


489,424 


^  The  value  of  the  imports  from  the  Philippines  in  1908  was  $6,614, 
cigars  valued  at  $6,575  being  the  chief  item. 
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COMMERCIAL  BELATIONS. 


The  declared  exports  from  Newcastle  to  the  United  States  during 
1908  were  valued  at  $1,526,188,  a  decrease  of  $569,376  from  the 
previous  year.  The  articles  are  shown  in  the  following  comparative 
table: 


Artidef. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

A  niniAb,  l^v^ 

$12,455 

1,482,086 

5,326 

584 

Lumber 

$48,190 
7,138 

04,6K 

Coal 

$2,030,868 
9,368 

All  other  artlotai 

1,144 

Coke 

Total 

Graphite 

2,096,564 

1,626,188 

The  exports  to  the  Philippines  in  1908  were  valued  at  $897,095, 
consisting  of  the  following  principal  articles:  Coal,  $851,939;  railway 
sleepers,  $26,440,  and  horses,  $11,996.  The  exports  to  Hawaii  dur- 
ing the  year  amounted  to  $174,552.  The  articles  were  coal,  valued 
at  $174,357,  and  bags,  baskets,  etc.,  $195. 

The  number  of  vessels,  exclusive  of  coasters,  entered  at  the  port  of 
Newcastle  during  1908  was  1,900  of  3,429,352  tons,  and  the  nimiber 
cleared  was  1,943  of  3,499,641  tons. 

QUEENSLAND. 

By  Consular  Agent  D.  J.  Brownhill,  Townsvillb. 

There  has  been  a  steady  advance  in  trade  at  Townsville,  the  chief 
port  of  north  Queensland.  In  1908  the  total  foreign  trade  was 
valued  at  $15,937,445,  of  which  the  imports  amounted  to  $4,830,370 
and  the  exports  to  $11,107,075.  The  principal  articles  imported 
were:  Ale  and  spirits,  valued  at  $297,370;  oil,  $96,740;  flour, 
$277,785;  fruits  and  vegetables,  $155,630;  piece  goods,  $338,415: 
iron  and  steel,  $190,790;  machinery,  $227,760;  and  manufacturer 
metals,  $233,325.  The  principal  exports  consisted  of  the  following 
articles:  Gold. $3,667,335;  copper, $634,930 ;  meat, $1,153,270;  sugar, 
$655,900;  and  wool,  $3,643,690. 

The  harbor  board  collected  revenue  amounting  to  $175,930  during 
1908.'  The  board  is  still  engaged  in  dredging  tne  harbor,  which  is 
now  at  a  depth  of  26  feet  at  the  jetty  wharves  and  19  feet  at  the  ap- 
proach of  tne  channel  at  the  bay.  During  the  next  few  months 
coasting  vessels  of  3,000  to  4,000  tons  will  be  able  to  pass  into  the 
inner  harbor,  where  every  convenience  has  been  provided  for  shippers 
and  the  traveling  public. 

A  Dutch  line  of  steamers  has  been  established  between  Batavia 
and  Melbourne,  touching  at  the  principal  ports,  which  is  receiving 
substantial  support.  The  Queensland  government  has  subsidised 
the  British  India  Steamship  Company  uimited),  to  the  extent  of 
$180,000,  and  vessels  are  running  monthly,  Brisbane  being  the  termi- 
nal port. 

QUEENSLAND  STOCK  BETUBN8. 

Regarding  the  number  of  live  stock  in  Queensland,  Consul  Gteorge 
B.  Kfllmaster,  of  Newcastle,  New  South  Wales,  supplies  the  follow- 
ing, which  was  taken  from  a  report  issued  by  the  Queensland  govern- 
ment statistician: 
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At  the  cloee  of  1908  there  were  in  the  State  18,348,851  sheep,  4,321,600  cattle,  519,969 
horsee,  and  124,749  pigs.  This  was  an  increase  in  sheep  of  1,610,804;  cattle,  429,368; 
and  horses,  31,483;  but  a  decrease  in  pigs  of  8,497  as  compared  with  1907.  The  per- 
centage of  increase  of  sheep  was  lower  than  in  any  other  year  since  1902.  In  1904  the 
increase  was  29.21  per  cent;  1906. 18.76  per  cent;  1907, 12.44  per  cent;  and  1908.9.62 
per  cent.  At  the  present  rate  oi  increase  it  will  take  two  or  three  years  to  reacn  the 
record  of  1892,  when  there  were  about  22,000,000  sheep  in  the  State.  The  increase 
of  cattle  was  more  satisfactory,  being  11.3  per  cent,  and  is  ec^ual  to  the  average  for 
the  five  years,  in  which  there  has  been  a  recovery  from  the  decimation  of  the  herds  by 
drought;  but  tnere  are  2,500,801  less  cattle  than  in  1895,  when  the  highest  number, 
6,822,401,  was  reached. 

The  question  of  the  i^fitable  disposing  of  the  sheep  and  cattle  must  awaken  some 
concern  as  the  stock  continues  to  increase.  The  meat  works  do  not  now  absorb  the 
overplus  as  in  former  years,  and  it  may  be  difficult  to  revive  the  meat  industries,  as 
Argentina  stock  owners  have  so  laigely  taken  possession  of  the  English  and  South 
Afncan  markets,  though  with  the  lowering  of  prices  these  industnes  may  flourish 
aeain  and  fresh  markets  for  meat  in  the  East  and  elsewhere  be  secured.  As  the  price 
of  wool  continues  satis^tory ,  there  may  not  be  any  i)re8sine  need  at  present  to  force 
large  sales  of  sheep;  but  the  perplexities  of  the  situation  will  naturally  increase,  and 
ouUets  have  to  be  sought,  eitner  dv  supplying  the  grazing  lands  of  neighboring  States 
or  in  the  meat  markets.  Already  the  arop  in  the  price  of  sheep  su^ests  the  necessity 
for  this.  With  respect  to  cattle  the  outlook  seems  also  to  demand  close  consideration. 
There  may  come  a  sudden  and  heavy  lowering  of  values  in  the  local  markets  and  out- 
side openings  will  have  to  be  found. 

CHANQB  IN  METHOD  OP  8HIPPINQ  MBATfl. 

The  question  of  substituting  the  chilling  for  the  freezing  process  in  the  export  meat 
trade  must  be  ^ed.  Aigentina  is  able  to  send  chilled  meat  to  England  and  South 
AMca  in  laige  quantities.  As  a  result  of  many  experiments  meat  has  been  landed  in 
London  in  splendid  condition  after  having  been  in  the  chilling  chambers  for  fifty- 
three  days.  Modem  methods  may  have  to  be  adopted  and  new  freight  arrangements 
made  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  future.  The  Queensland  government  has 
promised  to  make  inquiries  as  to  what  can  be  done.  The  increase  of  6.45  per  cent  in 
the  number  of  horsee  may  be  r^arded  as  satisfactory,  especially  as  so  much  of  the 
horse  breeding  was  carried  on  in  a  somewhat  irregular  manner.  The  breed,  however, 
is  improving,  and  the  prices  have  been  good  for  animals  that  reached  a  fair  standard. 
More  state  supervision,  it  is  suggested,  and  the  exportation  of  fewer  mares  might  be  an 
advantage  to  this  kind  of  stock. 

There  is  still  the  usual  complaint  that  the  Queensland  krmers  will  not  enter  with 
any  zest  into  pig  raising.  Associated  with  dairy  farming,  it  would  doubtless  be  a 
source  of  much  profit,  and  there  is  always  on  open  market  for  this  product.  Fewer 
pigs  were  raised  in  1908  than  in  1907,  which  showed  a  decrease  of  3.64  per  cent  from 
1906,  or  60,392  less  than  in  1904,  when  the  number  reached  185,141.  The  total  amount 
of  wool  exported  in  1908  is  stated  at  90,483,554  pounds,  valued  at  $20,147,106,  an 
increase  over  the  previous  year  of  8,902,938  pounds  and  in  value  $33,228. 

EXPORTS   FROM   BRISBANE   TO  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  value  of  the  declared  exports  from  Brisbane  to  the  United 
States,  as  furnished  by  Consular  Agent  Asbury  Caldwell,  for  1908 
was  $2,226,600.     The  articles  were: 


Artloles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Ammonia.  sulDhate  of 

$3,576 

23,336 

i;978 

866,126 

3,113 

2,179 

302,216  1 
68,620 
64,672 

ProrMoiia-roDtlinied. 

Mutton  .etc 

Animals,  ifTe 

16.077 

Coal  

Wool .^. ::.:.. :::::::::::::::... 

206.600 

CoDDer 

A  U  other  wtMm 

2;6ll 

pSSSSff 

Total 

QeroB 

1.631,007 

Gold 

604,603 

Beef  etc                                

Grand  total 

Tkdrv  nrodnots. 

2,226,600 

i£S,et^!v!?.......:::::::::::.::: 
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VICTOKIA. 

By  Ck>N8UL  John  J.  Jewell,  Melbourne. 

The  total  trade  of  the  State  of  Victoria  in  1908,  for^i^  and  inter- 
state, amounted  in  value  to  $264,843,612,  of  which  the  unports  were 
valued  at  $132,349,130  and  the  exports  at  $132,494,482.  Excluding 
trade  with  other  Australian  States,  the  imports  reached  $79,973,053 
in  value  and  the  exports  $73,945,290.  These  figures,  compared  with 
those  of  the  previous  year,  show  a  decrease  of  $3,249,070  in  imports 
and  of  $9,331,708  in  exports.  The  principal  over-sea  imports  into 
and  exports  from  Victoria  during  1908  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


IMPORTS. 

Apparel  and  dry  goods 

Cocoa  and  chocolate 

Confectionery 

Cordage  and  twine 

Drues  and  chemicals 

Earthen  and  china  ware 

Fertilizers 

Hats  and  caps 

India  rubber,  manufactures  of 

Instruments,  musical 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of: 

Iron  and  steel 

Machinery,  etc 

JuteKoods 

Leather,  and  manufeotures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Leather 

Lumber 

Metal  goods 

Oil 

Paints,  colors,  etc 

Paper 

Rice 

Spirits  and  malt  liquors: 

Ale  and  beer 

Spirits 

Tea 

Tobacco 

Vehicles 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Gold,  bullion  and  specie 

Grand  total 


Value. 


SI9, 


709,135 
420,149 
199,342 
037,499 
262,433 
521,840 
007,667 
472,644 
257,620 
565,103 

432,148 
448,125 
705, 124 

238,258 
845,579 
386,456 
506,842 
847,657 
595,470 
337,983 
481,088 

519,455 
227,054 
754,110 
157,073 
360,742 
993, 578 


78,291,074 
1,681,979 


79,973,063 


Articles. 


EXPORTS. 

Animals,  live 

Apparel,  etc 

Breadstuffs: 

Biscuits 

Flour 

Oats 

Wheat 

Fertilizers 

Fruits 

India  rubber,  manufiactures  of, 

Jams  and  Jelues 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Leather 

Machinery,  etc 

Provisions:  « 

Butter 

Mutton  and  lamb 

Rabbits  and  hares 

Tallow 

Other 

Skins  and  hides 

Soap 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tobacco 

Wine 

Wool 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Gold,  bullion  and  specie 

Grand  total 


Vahie. 


$490,100 
273,541 

47,063 

2,246,066 

HS63 

2L  855, 750 

1»,54S 

273,965 

213,861 

70,663 

61,751 

1,003,365 

636,480 

5,047,617 

1,955,763 

412,850 

660,378 

199,770 

75,878 

24,707 

100,131 

304,313 

230,232 

29,245,568 

6,609,004 


57,2es,ae 

16,678,488 


73,945,280 


In  comparison  with  1908,  there  were  decreases  in  the  imports  of 
ale  and  beer,  apparel  and  dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes,  cocoa  and 
chocolate,  earthen  and  china  ware,  gold  buUion  and  specie,  hats 
and  caps,  machinery,  etc.,  musical  instruments,  iron  ana  steel,  etc 
Increases  were  made  in  confectionery,  cordage  and  twine,  drugs  and 
chemicals,  rice,  rubber  goods,  leather,  fertilSers,  oil,  paper,  spirits, 
lumber,  and  vehicles. 

Owing  to  droughty  conditions  prevailing  in  some  districts  of  the 
State  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  the  exports  of  fanning, 
pastoral,  and  dairying  products  were  more  or  less  affected.  Animals 
showed  a  decrease  of  $375,956;  butter,  $2,468,328;  fruits,  $276,330; 
oats,  wheat,  and  flour,  $6,279,109;  meats,  $698,693;  skins  and  hid^ 
and  tallow,  $1,202,619;  and  wool,  $5,003,482.  The  principal  increase 
was  shown  in  gold,  it  amounting  to  nearly  $10,000,000  more  than 
in  1907. 
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EXPORTS  TO  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  total  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908  amounted  in  value 
to  $4,405,804,  an  increase  of  $225,844  over  those  of  the  previous 
year.  Wool  increased  $248,505  and  rabbit  skins  $74,708,  while 
decreased  shipments  were  shown  in  ammonia,  onions,  potatoes, 
sausage  casings,  calf  and  sheep  skins.  The  shipments  to  the  United 
States  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Ammonia 

$26,279 

13,285 

5,318 

1,367 

71463 

245,634 

4,113,763 

All  other  articles 

$50,833 

$1,749 

Amnio 

Total 

HflrfTi  anlinftl ,........, 

739 

5,218 

196,130 

3,885,258 

4,164,457 
15,503 

4,378,579 

Oil.  ono&lvDtns 

Returned  American  goods. 
Grand  total 

271226 

sSm 

Wool 

4,179,960 

4,405,804 

The  exports  to  the  Philippine  Islands  during  1908  were  valued  at 
$581,486,  the  principal  articles  being  as  follows:  Flour,  $228,338; 
butter,  $133,789;  fodder,  $88,996;  stoneware,  $54,532;  meat,  $46,089; 
and  onions,  $14,350. 

TASMANIA. 

By  Consul  Henry  D.  Baker,  Hob  art. 

The  general  condition  of  trade  in  Tasmania  in  1908  was  not  so 
prosperous  as  in  1907.  This  falling  off  was  due  to  lower  prices 
ruling  for  ores  and  minerals,  a  serious  decline  in  the  wool  market, 
poorer  prices  obtained  for  the  large  quantities  of  fruit  sent  to  Europe, 
lower  prices  of  timber,  labor  troubles  in  connection  with  the  mining 
and  timber  industries,  and  an  unprecedented  drought  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year,  which  occasioned  great  losses  through  the 
centr^,  southern,  and  eastern  portions  of  the  island.  There  was  a 
lower  rainfall  at  Hobart  than  lor  any  other  year  of  which  there  is 
any  record.  It  was  only  16.83  inches,  against  25.90  inches  in  the 
preceding  year,  and  an  average  of  23.35  inches. 

The  total  over-sea  trade  of  Tasmania  in  1908  was  valued  at 
$6,671,551,  of  which  the  imports  amounted  to  $4,075,644  and  the 
exports  $2,595,907.  The  receipts  from  the  other  Australian  States 
were  valued  at  $12,323,502. 

The  value  of  the  direct  imports  from  the  United  States  increased 
from  $291,533  in  1907  to  $368,033  m  1908.  Such  a  gam  seems 
satisfactory  in  view  of  the  increased  duties  under  the  new  Australian 
tariff,  the  preferential  tariff  favoring  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the 
diminished  prosperity  of  the  island  in  1908,  owing  to  drought  and 
the  low  prices  for  mineral  products.  Could  indirect  imports  have 
figured  in  these  returns  the  indications  would  have  been  still  more 
satisfactory.  For  instance,  the  returns  for  traction  and  portable 
engines  show  a  value  of  only  $1,717.  I  am  aware,  however,  of  the 
fact  that  at  least  12  traction  engines,  with  an  average  value  of 
$2,500,  and  about  6  portable  engines,  with  an  average  value  of  about 
$750,  all  of  American  manufacture,  were  imported  mto  Tasmania  iu 
1908  through  agents  in  Melbourne  and  Sydney. 
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IMPOBT8   SHOWING  GREATEST  INCBEASES. 

The  articles  that  show  the  best  gains  in  the  returns  are  electrical 
materials,  glassware,  reapers,  binders  and  mowersi  musical  instru- 
ments, cream  separators,  machinery  and  tools,  medicines,  manu- 
factured metals,  wire,  paints,  paper,  piece  goods,  tobacco,  vehicles, 
manufactures  of  wood,  and  ax  nandies.  u  most  instances  there 
are  good  reasons  to  account  for  such  gains  in  imports,  and  there 
seems  a  prospect  of  still  further  gains  in  the  future. 

The  tramway  system  soon  to  be  installed  in  Launceston,  together 
with  other  increased  uses  of  electrical  material  such  as  may  come 
from  development  of  the  island's  waterpower  resources,  should 
further  stimulate  imports  of  electrical  material  from  the  United 
States. 

In  stamped  glassware  the  agents'  profits  on  imports  from  the 
United  States  are  very  lar^e,  and  such  articles  as  fruit  dishes,  butter 
and  cheese  dishes,  and  dishes  for  cakes  and  confectionery,  are  in 
considerable  local  demand.  American  manufacturers  would  be  able 
to  increase  this  trade  by  more  careful  packing,  which  would  lessen 
the  present  large  loss  from  breakage. 

In  reapers.  Binders,  and  mowers,  traction  engines,  and  in  many 
other  kinds  of  machinery  and  tools,  American  manufacturers  have 
established  a  reputation  which  ought  to  enable  them  to  profitably 
increase  their  business  in  the  future.  In  the  sale  of  these  goods  they 
have  one  important  advantage  that  enables  them  to  extend  their 
trade,  notwithstanding  the  high  protection  which  local  manufacturers 
enjoy  under  the  new  Australian  tariff.  Their  working  capital  is  usu- 
ally so  large  that  they  can  afford  to  be  more  liberal  man  Australian 
manufacturers  in  selling  goods  on  time  payments  to  customers  of 
good  credit,  at  a  rate  of  interest  which  is  usually  5  per  cent.^  There 
are  certain  classes  of  machinery  the  market  for  which  might  be 
extended  if  American  manufacturers  would  give  closer  study  to 
local  conditions. 

DRUGS   AND  MEDICINES,   METAL   GOODS,    PAINTS,   ETC. 

In  the  sale  of  medicines  American  manufacturers  have  met  with 
much  success,  as  the  reward  of  enterprising  business  methods  and 
fair  attention  to  quality  in  articles  exported.  Certain  kinds  of 
patent  medicines  formerly  imported  in  la^e  amounts  are  now  under 
the  ban  of  the  commerce  act  of  Australia;  but  those  kinds  which 
comply  with  the  strict  regulations  of  the  act  seem  to  meet  with 
increasing  sale.  American  manufacturers  of  drugs  and  medicines 
who  desire  to  increase  their  business  here  ought  to  pay  particular 
attention  to  the  regulations  under  the  commerce  act  of  1905. 

In  manufactured  metals,  including  especially  cooking  utensils  and 
particularly  those  made  from  aluminum,  the  popularity  of  American 
wares  is  undoubtedly  increasing.  The  use  of  wire  instead  of  wood 
for  fencing  purposes  is  increasing  greatly  here,  but  most  of  the  wire 
imported  from  the  United  States  is  barbed  wire.  The  use  of  wire 
netting  for  protection  against  rabbits  is  enormous.  Under  the  new 
Australian  tariff  wire  netting  is  admitted  free  of  duty,  yet  no  wire 
netting  appears  to  be  supplied  by  American  manufacturers. 
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The  use  of  American  paints,  especially  red  ochre,  for  corrugated 
iron  roofing,  seems  to  be  increasing,  this  being  largely  due  to  Amer- 
ican manuiacturers  sending  out  U)  Australia  a  very  good  type  of 
traveling  men. 

Most  of  the  newspaper  publications  in  Tasmania  depend  on  the 
United  States  for  their  paper  supply,  and  the  fact  that  a  new  daily 
newspaper  was  establisned  in  Hobart  during  the  year  (the  Daily 
Post)  probably  accounts  for  the  laige  increase  in  paper  imports. 

In  certain  articles,  such  as  corsets  and  cotton  goods,  American 
manufacturers  have  lately  been  effectively  asserting  themselves  in 
the  local  market.  In  axes  and  ax  handles  and  all  sorts  of  garden  tools, 
the  good  name  won  by  American  manufacturers  years  ago  is  bearing 
increasing  fruit.  The  American  ax  is  perhaps  the  most  famous  article 
imported  from  the  United  States.  As  Tasmania  is  preeminently  a 
woodman's  country,  this  fact  is  especially  interesting.  Tasmania 
is  noted  for  its  wooa-chopping  contests,  at  which  Amencan  axes  and 
ax  handles  are  always  used,  and  the  world's  record  for  rapid  wood 
chopping  is  held  in  Tasmania,  with  the  American  ax,  bv  Philip 
O'Kourke,  of  Fort  Cygnet,  who  chopped  through  a  20-inch  lying  1<^ 
in  1  minute  and  31 1  seconds. 

AMEBICAN   BCK>TS   AND  BOOTMAKINO   MAGHINEBT. 

The  higher  Australian  tariff  is  probably  the  chief  reason  for  declines 
in  some  items.  For  instance,  in  boots,  those  invoiced  up  to  $1.25 
per  pair  now  seem  unable  to  compete  with  the  cheap  Australian 
product;  those  invoiced  up  to  $2  per  pair  seem  to  pe  having  an 
even  race  with  the  colonial  product,  while  those  invoiced  at  $3  per 
pair,  or  higher,  still  command  the  market.  Bootmaking^  as  an 
industry,  is  making  headway  in  Australia,  its  success  being  due 
chiefly  to  imports  of  Amencan  bootnaaking  machinery.  At  one 
boot  factorv  in  Launceston  the  output  is  3,000  pairs  per  week.  At 
a  recent  exhibition  in  Launceston  this  concern  made  a  very  imposing 
display  of  its  use  of  American  machinery  for  rapid  manufacture  of  a 
good  quality  of  boot. 

The  {>eople  of  Tasmania  seem  to  have  a  good  appreciation  of 
American  inventive  skill  and  of  the  finish  of  Ajmerican  goods,  and  if 
more  American  traveling  men  would  visit  this  island  the  people  could  be 
shown  a  great  many  ways  in  which  economies  could  be  instituted  in 
their  industries  by  the  use  of  improved  American  machinery,  and 
they  might  be  educated  up  to  naany  comforts  and  luxuries  of  which 
they  now  know  little  or  nothing.  There  is  no  prejudice  against 
America,  whatever,  in  regard  to  imports  from  the  United  States, 
except  tnat  certain  American  low-priced  products  are  often  unfairly 
compared  with  English  high-priced  products.  But  it  needs  only  a 
little  demonstration  in  most  cases  to  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of 
buyers  that,  when  difference  in  price  is  considered,  the  American 
articles  are  usually  equal  or  su|>erior  to  those  imported  from  else- 
where. 
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DIRECT   IMPORTS   FROM   THE   UNITED  STATES. 

The  imj)orts,  by  articles,  into  Tasmania  directly  from  the  United 
States  during  1907  and  1908,  respectively,  are  shown  in  the  following 
statement: 


Articles. 


1907. 

1908. 

$31,516 

$33,028 

4,896 

3,051 

6,189 

3,197 

847 

1,094 

2,910 

1,172 

6,128 

5,352 

2,511 

5,946 

1,489 

4,574 

2,365 

2,121 

7,558 

6,253 

472 

2,428 

1,781 

2,107 

788 

583 

11,067 

1,717 

16,240 

37,729 

3,718 

3,255 

4,861 

3,046 

17,146 

57,901 

583 

729 

Articles. 


1907. 


1908. 


Agricultural  implements 

Apparel 

Arms  and  ammunition 

Books 

Boots 

Clocks  and  watches 

Cream  separators 

Electrical  material 

Fancy  goods. 

Fish,  preserved 

Glassware 

Instruments,  musical 

Iron  and  steel,  manufoctures 
of: 

Cutlery 

Engines 

Machinery  and  boilers 

Nails 

Sewing  machines 

Tools 

Typewriters 


Iron  and  steel,  manufactures 
of— Continued. 

Wire 

Other 

Lamp  ware 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of. 

Medicines. 

Metal  goods. 

Paints 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of... 

Soap 

Tokt^ooo 

Vehicles  and  parts. 

Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Furniture 

Handles,  ax 

Timber 

Other 

All  other  artidee. 

Total 


$4,511 
4,948 
1,»71 
1,762 
3.501 

13,069 
6,156 

14, 113 
3,265 

25,584 
3,835 

7,850 
4,774 

31,380 
3,338 

88,342 


291,533 


$15,241 

642 

1,333 

1,172 

4,584 

16,463 
8,257 

23,351 
1,425 

31,422 
9,990 

5,893 
6,375 
3,776 
6,053 
56,770 


368.033 


The  declared  value  of  exports  from  the  Hobart  consular  district 
to  the  United  States  for  1908  was  $3,391,  against  $23,950  in  the 
previous  year.  The  decrease  was  due  to  the  financial  crisis  in  the 
United  States  which  prevented  the  purchase  of  Tasmanian  wool. 


VALUE   OF  THE   MINERAL  PEODUCT8. 

The  total  value  of  the  mineral  products  of  Tasmania  for  1908  was 
only  $8,017,893,  against  $11,081,793  for  the^previous  year.  The 
decrease  was  due  to  the  low  prices  for  metals  ana  also  to  the  scarcity 
of  water  for  sluicing,  owing  to  the  prolonged  drought.  Throughout 
the  year  not  a  single  gold  mine  paid  a  dividend.  All  the  leading 
mining  companies  show  a  diminution  in  their  earnings  with  the 
exception  of  several  companies  engaged  in  the  mining  of  coal,  which 
is  the  only  mineral  product  whose  value  showed  any  increase  over  that 
of  1907. 

In  the  silver-lead  mining  district  in  western  Tasmania  there  was 
considerable  embarrassment  during  the  year  on  account  of  the  closing 
of  the  smelter  at  Zeehan,  owing  to  lack  of  profit  in  successfully  treat- 
ing complex  ores,  with  low  pnces  ruling  for  the  products  extracted. 
Owing  to  the  distress  occasioned  by  the  closing  of  the  smelter,  the 
Grovernment  loaned  the  company  money  with  which  to  resume 
operations.  Several  new  companies  have  recently  been  organized  for 
the  purpose  of  treating  the  complex  ores  of  this  district.  One  has  a 
patented  process  for  tne  treatment  of  complex  ores  containing  zinc, 
the  object  being  the  production  of  zinc  oxide  and  the  recoveir  of  the 
pilver,  lead^  ana  gold  values  of  the  ore  as  a  lead  bullion  and  or  copper 
as  &  precipitate.  Another  company  has  obtained  a  concession 
from  tne  parliament  of  Tasmania  for  a  twelve-months'  reservation 
of  lands  near  the  headwaters  of  the  Derwent  River,  containing 
valuable  water-power  rights,  where  it  is  proposed,  if  found  entirely 
feasible  after  surveys  and  other  expert  investigation,  to  produce 
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electric  power  for  cheap  operation  of  works  where  complex  ores  can 
be  treated.  The  following  table  shows  the  Quantity  of  mineral 
products  of  Tasmania  for  1908,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year: 


Mineral. 


1907. 


Quantity.         Value. 


1908. 


Quantity.        Value. 


Ooldo ounces. 

Silver-lead  ore tons. 

Blister  copper  fr do. . . 

Copper  and  copper  ore do. . . 

Tin  ore do. . . 

Iron  ore do . . . 

Coal do... 

Wolfram do... 

Bismuth do... 


65,354,252 

89,762.50 

8,247 

788.25 

4,342.75 

3,000 

58.891 

40.75 

.175 


$1,350,974 

2,786,363 

4,052,291 

179,929 

2,441,431 

6,596 

243,592 

21,466 

131 


57.085,124 

61,046.86 

8,833 

1,185.15 

4,620.80 

3.600 

61,067.75 

4.58 

3.75 


$1,180,039 

1,555,085 

2,934,806 

32,060 

2,051,619 

7,786 

252,605 

1,645 

2,248 


Total.. 


11,081,793 


8,017.893 


a  Fine  gold,  including  gold  contained  in  blister  copper  and  sllyer^lead  bullion. 
6  Value  of  gold  contents  deducted. 

On  December  31,  1908,  there  were  6,034  white  miners  employed 
in  Tasmania,  as  compared  with  7.031  on  the  same  date  a  year  ago,  and 
114  Chinese  miners,  as  compared  with  131  on  the  same  date  in  1907, 


EXPORTS   OF   FRUIT — VITAL   STATISTICS — SHIPPING. 

During  the  past  season  24  steamers  called  at  Hobart  for  apple  and 

{)ear  shipments  for  the  United  Kingdom  and  Germany,  and  the  regu- 
ar  steamers  also  took  shipments  to  South  America.  The  total  quan- 
tity shipped  was  487,667  cases,  against  524,316  cases  during  the 
previous  year.  The  rather  poor  showing  of  the  apple  growers  in  their 
exports  to  Europe  was  largely  due  to  competition  with  American  cold- 
storage  fruit  arnving  at  the  same  time. 

The  production  of  wheat  shows  some  falling  off,  the  farmers  finding 
it  more  profitable  to  raise  fodder  for  stock.  There  is  a  tendency 
toward  increase  of  acreage  in  oats,  barley,  and  hay. 

During  1908  the  births  within  the  State  numbered  5,222,  comprising 
2,464  males  and  2,758  females,  and  the  deaths  numbered  2,097,  of 
which  1,095  were  males  and  1,002  females.  The  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  was  3,125.  Immigration  into  the  State  amounted  to  35,159 
persons,  and  emigration  from  the  State  37,643,  a  loss  of  2,484.  The 
total  estimated  population  on  December  31,  1908,  was  184,649,  a  gain 
of  641  over  the  preceding  year. 

There  has  been  an  increasing  number  of  French  ships  making 
Hobart  a  port  of  call.  These  ships  travel  on  the  mileage  bounty  sys- 
tem, and  usually  leave  Hobart  with  only  ballast.  Over  60  of  these 
ships  visited  Hobart  in  1908,  and  37  destined  for  the  United  States 
received  bills  of  health  at  this  consulate,  as  compared  with  33  in  the 
preceding  year. 

Tasmania  is  rich  in  natural  resources,  and  with  better  crop  condi- 
tions and  improvement  in  prices  for  mineral  products  the  island  should 
gain  in  prosperity.  Tasmania  has  gained  from  the  Federation  in  that 
it  now  has  a  free  market  for  its  products  in  neighboring  States,  but  it 
has  suffered  to  some  extent  from  the  fact  that  the  government  of  the 
state  has  had  a  lessened  revenue  from  customs  to  devote  to  purposes 
of  internal  improvement. 
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NEW^   ZEALAND. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul-General  William  A.  Prickitt,  Auckland. 

During  1908  business  received  a  check  in  New  Zealand,  brought 
about  mainly  by  a  fall  in  the  price  of  the  principal  articles  of  export. 
For  the  first  time  in  manj  years  the  value  of  the  imports  exceeded 
that  of  the  exports.  The  income  from  the  exports  of  wool,  hemp,  and 
kauri  gum  in  1908  was  over  $14,000,000  less  than  in  1907.  The  con- 
sequence was  tight  money.  For  the  last  six  months  the  bank  deposits 
have  been  decreasing  steadily  and*  the  banks  are  obliged  to  restrict 
their  loans. 

To  add  to  the  embarrassment  of  the  situation  there  Tiave  been  labor 
troubles.  The  new  workers'  compensation  act,  which  came  into 
effect  January  1,  1909,  amending  the  previous  law,  was  the  cause  of 
much  stoppage  of  work  in  the  mining  industries  during  the  first  month 
of  the  new  year.     Section  10  of  the  act  provides  as  follows: 

That  if  in  any  employment  to  which  this  section  applies  a  worker  contracts  any 
disease,  and  the  disease  is  due  to  the  nature  of  the  said  employment,  within  the  twelve 
months  previous  to  the  death  or  disablement,  and  the  incapacit}^  or  death  of  the 
worker  results  from  that  disease,  compensation  shall  be  payable  as  if  the  disease  was 
a  personal  injury  or  accident  arising  out  of  and  in  the  course  of  that  employment. 

As  miners  are  liable  to  contract  pneumoconiosis  and  other  diseases, 
mine  owners  directed  that  their  employees  should  be  examined  to 
ascertain  whether  they  were  sound  before  proceeding  to  work  under 
the  new  law.  The  employees  refused  to  submit  to  examination,  and 
the  insurance  companies  which  had  heretofore  been-  assuming  the 
employers*  liability  refused  to  take  the  risk  without  it.  After  several 
days'  delay  the  Government  directed  the  Government  Insurance  Com- 

?any  to  assume  the  risk  for  a  year,  waiving  the  medical  examination. 
ITork  was  then  resumed. 

The  total  trade  of  New  Zealand  in  1908  was  valued  at  $164,213,739, 
against  $181,869,951  in  the  previous  jear. ,  The  imports,  amounting 
to  $84,910,490  in  1908,  showed  an  mcrease  of  $706,118,  while  the 
exports,  valued  at  $79,303,249,  showed  a  decrease  of  $18,362,330,  as 
compared  with  1907.  The  principal  articles  exported  showing  de- 
creases were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1«08. 

Decrease. 

Flax  fiber 

$4,049,259 

9,866,780 

2.822,024 

16.646,661 

37,204,142 

$1,925,959 
9,743,323 
1,811,798 
15,497,159 
25,915,148 

$2,123,300 

Gold 

123,457 

Gum,  kauri 

1,010,226 

Meat,  frozen 

1.149,502 

Wool 

11,348,994 

TRADE  wrrn  the-unfted  states. 


The  total  trade  of  New  Zealand  with  the  United  States  in  1908 
amounted  in  value  to  $9,854,747,  a  decrease  of  $1,282,065  from  the 
previous  year.  The  imports  in  1908  were  valued  at  $7,834,262  and 
the  exports  at  $2,020,485,  an  increase  of  $905,865  in  imports  and  a 
decrease  of  $2,187,930  in  exports. 
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The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908  was 
$2,020,485,  a  decrease  of  J2,187,930  from  the  previous  year.  The 
values  of  the  articles  listed  at  Auckland  and  the  agencies  of  Christ- 
church,  Dunedin,  and  Wellington  in  1907  and  1908,  respectively,  are 
shown  in  the  following  comparative  statement: 


Articles. 


Flax  fiber.. 
Gum,  kauri 

Onions 

Pelts 

Sldns 


1907. 


1614,423 

1,053,825 

5,397 

457.608 

354.500 


1906. 


$82,363 

1,140.410 

666 

103.015 

388,215 


Articles. 


Wool 

I  All  other  articles 

Total 


1907. 


$726,603 
95.879 


4.206.415 


1908. 


$265,687 
40,129 


2,020,485 


The  imports,   by  articles,   for   1907   and   1908,  respectively,   are 
shown  in  tne  following  comparative  statement : 


Articles. 


1907. 


Apparel,  etc 

Anns  and  ammunition . . 

Books 

Brush  ware  and  broomst. 

Cars,  carriages,  etc.: 

Automobiles,  etc 

Carriages 

Carts,  drays,  etc 


Bicycles.. 
Materials  for. 


Clocks  and  watches 

Confectionery 

Cotton,  manuiactures  of. . 

Drapery 

Drugs,  chemicals,  etc 

Fancy  goods  and  toys 

Felt  sheathing 

Fish 

Foods,  forinaoeous 

Fruits 

Furniture  polish 

Glass  and  glassware 

Grease 

Grindery 

Haberdashery 

Hosiery... 

Ink,  printing 

Instruments: 

Musical 

other : 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
factures of: 

Hardware,  etc 

IroD  and  steel , 

Machinery- 
Agricultural 

Dairying 

Electric 

Mining.eto 

Other 

Machines- 
Dredging 

Engines— 

Oasand  oil 

Steam 

Refrigerating 

Sewing 

Typewriters 


$85,337 
84,316 
32.902 
13,909 

59,321 
7,723 
8,126 
15,867 
60,794 
81,089 
17,287 

107,950 
12,928 

105,443 
36,056 
22,599 
85,420 
16,803 

285,865 
14,497 
55,351 
13,297 
82,523 
22,507 
5.623 
10,741 

23,479 
46,651 


253.595 
401,441 

210,653 

25,986 

100,976 

7,436 

205,943 


1908. 


Articles. 


$122,827 
49,227 
42,005 
17,997 

43,434 
6,415 
11,222 
14,556 

112,713 
88,559 
18,269 

194,035 
10.872 

169,211 
68,302 
17,870 
32, 197 
15,338 

317,499 
25,359 
92,403 
12.446 
37,033 
20,082 
3,169 
11,615 

15,246 
65,605 


290,711 

316,201 
26,322 

208,815 
68,332 

135,482 


8,704 

2,712 

162,300 
12,408 
11,226 
92,996 
29,145 

99,334 
3,538 
12,092 
82,426 
42,267 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manu- 
factures of— Continued. 

Nails 

Tools,  etc 

Lamps,  lanterns,  etc 

Leatner,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Leather 

Saddlery  and  harness 

Other 

Metals,  manufactures  of.. . 
Oils: 

Kerosene 

Other 

Packing,  engine 

Paints  and  colors 

Paper: 

Printing 

Writing 

Other 

Paraffin 

Perfumery 

Pictures,  paintings, etc. . . 

Plaster  of  Paris 

Provisions,  n.  e.  s 

Resin 

Sausage  casings 

Seeds,  grass  and  clover — 

Soap,  etc 

Stationery 

Sugar,  glucose 

Tobacco,  manufactures  of: 

Cigars 

Ci^rettes 

Tobacco 

Turpentine 

Varnish,  etc 

Wood,  manufiactures  of: 

Furniture 

Moldings 

Timber 

Other 

All  other  articles 


1907. 


Total. 


$139,506 
361,808 
63,679 


162,645 

92,340 

8.709 

9,531 

159,605 

699.753 

245.941 

9,375 

48,114 

36,824 
15,576 

8,286 
63.467 
15,003 

7,086 
12.369 
12,519 
41,091 
64,560 
32,387 
60,768 
63,306 
22,827 

26,463 
255,359 
527,888 
75,763 
14,794 

67,155 
43,796 
26,414 
96,758 
620,447 


1906. 


6,928,397 


$141,125 
443,961 
64,560 


131,448 

140,877 

10.673 

6,036 

225,669 

883.815 

402,636 

11,819 

49,718 

38,637 
14.925 
8,311 
75,884 
16,752 
11,474 
19,318 
17,418 
48,984 
60,133 
51,147 
61,819 
70,630 
25,841 

41,446 
115,721 
429,925 
66,193 
21,331 

59,968 

27,474 

135,832 

121,668 

411,857 


7,834,262 


The  letters  which  are  continually  being  received  asking  for  com- 
mercial information  come  generally  from  a  succession  of  new  corre- 
spondents^ so  that  the  same  intelligence  is  often  repeated.  The 
writers  do  not  seem  to  understand  how  extremely  difncult  it  is  for 
any  merchant  who  has  not  hitherto  done  business  with  New  2iealand 
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to  introduce  competitive  goods.  If  the  correspondent  has  not  new 
goods  upon  which  he  has  a  monopoly  he  will  find  it  next  to  impossible 
to  work  up  a  permanent  business  oy  correspondence.  If  he  is  not 
prepared  to  send  capable  men  here  with  samples  of  the  goods,  he 
must  work  through  the  large  exporting  and  importing  firms  alr^ftdy 
established. 

AUCKIiAND. 

By  Consul-General  William  A.  Prickitt. 

Auckland  has  been  so  prosperous  during  the  past  decade  and  the 
business  men  have  accumulated  such  a  surplus  tnat  an  unproductive 
year  or  two  may  well  be  expected  and  regarded  with  equanimity. 
Building  has  been  very  active  and  the  annual  ratable  value  for  tne 
city  has  increased  from  $1,506,615  in  1899  to  $2,530,580  in  1909. 
The  projected  public  buildings  to  be  erected  in  the  near  future  are 
the  new  post-office,  to  cost  $413,651;  town  hall,  $389,320;  Seddon 
Memorial  Technical  College,  $145,995;  harbor  board  offices,  $121,662; 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  building,  $82,730;  magistrate's 
court  building,  and  various  other  smaller  ones,  making  a  total  of 
over  $1,216,625. 

In  addition  to  this  the  Auckland  Harbor  Board  is  expending  over 
$1,000,000  annually  in  new  ferroconcrete  wharves.  The  boanl  has 
ordered  a  new  suction  dredge,  to  cost  $52,800,  capable  of  lifting  1,000 
tons  of  material  per  hour,  and  a  ladder  dredge  with  a  very  large 
working  capacity,  to  cost  $156,944.  The  city  has  voted  an  exten- 
sive drainage  scheme,  the  construction  of  which  will  extend  over  a 
period  of  several  years,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $4,136,525. 

GOLD  OUTPUT — SHIPMENTS   TO  THE    UNITED   STATES. 

Although  the  output  of  the  Auckland  gold  fields  for  1908  was 
slightly  less  than  that  for  1907,  they  have  been  actively  developed 
in  several  directions  and  a  much  increased  production  is  expected  for 
1909.  The  Waihi  and  Talisman  mines  alone  are  coimted  upon  for  a 
yield  during  the  year  of  over  $6,000,000,  while  the  mines  at  the 
Thames,  where  large  amoimts  of  gold  have  been  taken  from  the  sur- 
face, are  to  be  thoroughly  prospected  to  a  depth  of  1,000  feet  by 
means  of  new  pimiping  arrangements  lately  installed. 

The  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States,  exclusive  of  returned 
goods,  declared  at  Auckland  in  1908  was  $1,168,160  against 
$2,211,822  in  1907.     The  articles  in  1908  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Animals 

Fbh,  canned 

Flax  fiber 

Fungus 

Gum,  kauri 

Pelts. 

Specimens,  natural  history 


Value. 


14,915 

219 

14,550 

364 

1,140,410 

2,471 

200 


Articles. 


Wool 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Returned  American  goods. 

Grand  total 


Value. 


14,714 


1,168,150 
2,134 


1,170,284 
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CHRISTCBniRCH  AOIBNCT. 

By  Consular  Agent  Frank  Graham. 

General  trade  in  this  district  is  on  a  sound  basis,  but  restricted  in 
consequence  of  the  adoption  by  the  banks  of  a  conservative  policy, 
which,  while  affording  the  necessary  accommodation  for  ordinary 
business  requirements,  discourages  speculative  transactions,  par- 
ticularhr  in  land.  This  policy  was  forced  on  the  banks  owing  to  the 
heavy  fall  in  the  value  or  wool,  etc.,  in  the  season  of  1907-8.  resulting 
in  making  the  advances  by  banks  considerably  in  excess  or  deposits. 
As  a  consequence  there  is  a  falling  off  in  the  building  trade,  but  a  healthy 
check  was  put  on  undue  speculation  in  land  and  building  transactions. 

During  1908  there  was  a  heavy  fall  in  the  exports  of  wool,  mutton, 
kauri  gum,  flax,  and  gold,  and  it  could  only  be  expected  that  a  dis- 
turbance in  local  trade  would  result.  This  is  apparently  passing  off 
without  anjr  failures  of  consequence,  which  speaKs  well  for  the  gen- 
eral prosperity  of  the  country. 

The  season  in  this  district  promises  to  be  a  record  one  for  fat  lamb^, 
butter,  cheese,  and  root  and  grain  crops.  Wool  has  improved  in 
value,  and  although  considerably  below  the  high  point  previously 
reached,  the  local  sales  show  improvement  as  compared  with  those 
of  last  year.  The  oi>erations  of  buyers  for  American  requirements 
are  satisfactory,  and  the  wool  exported  to  the  United  States  in  the 
first  quarter  of  1909  will  no  doubt  show  a  large  increase  over  that  of 
the  corresponding  period  of  1908.  The  market  prospects  for  meat, 
wheat,  dairy  products,  and  grass  seed  are  also  favorable. 

The  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908  showed  a  decrease 
of  $358,511  from  those  of  1907,  the  values  for  the  two  years  being 
$285,951  and  $644,462,  respectively.  The  articles  and  values  in 
1908  were  flax  fiber,  $17,776;  honey,  $204;  onions,  $666:  pelts, 
$95,209;  personal  effects,  $1,178;  and  wool,  $170,918.  With  these 
articles  were  also  included  returned  American  goods  to  the  value  of 
$2,313. 

DUNBDIN  AOBNCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  Frederick  O.  Bridobman. 

The  unbroken  prosperity  experienced  in  New  Zealand  for  some 
years  received  a  cneck  in  1908,  and  there  was  a  falling  off,  in  some 
cases  in  volume  and  in  others  in  value,  of  many  staple  products.  In 
this  district  the  fall  in  the  value  of  wool  was  a  very  serious  matter. 

The  condition  of  the  wool  market  may  be  attributed  in  a  large 
measure  to  the  financial  stringency  which  has  been  apparent  here 
and  throughout  the  entire  world.  Those  most  affectecL  as  is  usual 
in  such  cases,  were  the  merchants  and  distributers.  However,  it  is 
thought  that  the  depression  is  but  temporary,  and  the  prospects  for 
the  coming  year  are  brighter.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  tne  American 
buyers  have  come  again  into  the  market,  the  value  of  wool  shows 
some  improvement,  with  a  decided  upward  tendency,  and  the  pros- 

Eects  of  a  bountiful  harvest  are  encouraging  to  the  farmers.  There 
as  been  no  undue  inflation  in  Otago  and  Southland  for  a  good  many 
years,  and  so  far  as  these  districts  are  concerned  there  has  been  no 
excessive  valuation  of  land  or  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  boom. 
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Great  improvements  have  been  and  are  being  made  bj  the  Otapo 
Harbor  Board,  and  the  work  recently  undertaken  to  improve  the 
entrance  to  the  harbor  has  proved  quite  successful.  By  tne  forma- 
tion of  a  new  channel  there  is  now  at  its  shallower  part  a  TniniTnnin 
draft  of  23  feet  at  low  water,  and  it  is  expected  that  a  minimum  low 
water  depth  of  25  feet  will  be  secured.  The  Victoria  channel  from 
Port  Chalmers  to  Dimedin  has  also  been  considerably  improved,  and 
a  minimum  depth  of  18  feet  at  low  water  has  been  mamtained,  so 
that  ocean  steamers  which  formerly  had  to  stop  at  Port  Chalmers  are 
brought  up  to  the  Dunedin  wharves  to  discharge.  The  consequent 
increase  or  tonnage  and  revenue,  as  well  as  the  steadily  increasing 
value  of  the  harbor  endowments,  has  rendered  it  possible  to  consider- 
ably reduce  both  port  chaises  and  dues. 

The  year  passed  without  any  important  developments  worthy  of 

3[)ecial  note  in  the  mining  industry  of  this  province.  There  was  a 
ecrease  of  some  7,000  to  8,000  ounces  in  the  year's  yield  from  the 
Sublic  dredges,  of  which  there  were  about  30  at  work,  in  Otago  and 
outhland.  On  October  31,  1907,  there  were  72  dredges,  public  and 
private,  at  work  in  Otago,  52  in  Southland,  and  25  on  the  west  coast. 
The  total  gold  yield  from  the  public  dredges  was  40,222  ounces 
against  47,713  ounces  in  1907,  52,662  ounces  in  1906,  and  77,187 
ounces  in  1905.  It  is  estimated  that  the  total  amount  paid  in  divi- 
dends by  the  public  and  private  dredges  in  1908  was  about  $500,000. 

TRADE   WITH   THE   UNITED    STATES. 

The  importation  of  American  goods  was  inconsiderable  during  the 

f>ast  year,  and  the  business  has  certainly  fallen  off  in  comparison  with 
ormer  years,  when  local  merchants  found  it  advantageous  to  load 
sailing  vessels  with  general  cai^o  from  the  United  States  on  their 
own  account.  The  uncertainty  with  regard  to  the  sailing  of  steamers 
from  the  United  States,  the  frequent  fluctuations  in  freight  rates, 
and  the  additional  duty  levied  on  goods  under  the  preferential  tariff 
all  affect  trade  unfavorably. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  from  this  dis- 
trict in  1908  amounted  to  $141,292,  as  compared  with  $623,685  in 
the  preceding  year.  This  falling  off  was  mainly  in  the  exports  of 
wool.     The  articles  in  1908  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Egg  flake 

Hemp 

Hides 

Machinery: 

Dredging. 

MiUIng... 

Matting 

Metals 


Value. 


$1,321 
8,489 
6,629 

12,829 

1,868 

286 

204 


Articles. 


Pelts 

Pitch 

Skins 

Wool 

All  other  articles 

Total 


Vahw. 


16,335 

307 

19,276 

84,625 

143 


141,293 


WBLLJNaTON  AGENCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  John  G.  Duncan. 


The  chief  exports  from  this  district  consist  of  butter,  cheese, 
frozen  beef,  lamb  and  mutton,  wool,  skins,  hemp,  and  tow.  The 
shearing  season  commences  in  October  and  continues  for  three 
months,  but  the  shipments  do  not  begin  until  the  middle  of  November, 
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and  the  bulk  of  the  clip  is  shipped  between  that  time  and  March  31, 
following.  The  1907-8  clip  was  marketed  during  the  extreme  depres- 
sion that  existed  in  the  United  States  and  elsewhere,  and  as  the  drop 
in  the  price  of  wool  ran  from  40  to  50  per  cent  the  results  were  most 
disheartening  to  the  producer  and  caused  a  serious  curtailment  of  the 
supply  of  money.  This  brought  on  a  period  of  financial  stringency, 
which  resulted  in  an  advance  in  the  lending  rates  on  first-class 
mortgages  from  4^  to  6  per  cent,  while  even  higher  rates  had  to  be 
paid  on  less  desirable  securities.  Fortunately  the  tide  has  turned, 
and  commencing  with  the  November  sales  there  has  been  an  active 
demand  for  wool  at  steadily  advancing  prices. 

During  1908  the  prices  received  for  frozen  beef,  lamb,  and  mutton 
were  entirely  satisfactory,  but  at  the  present  time  the  consuming 
markets  are  depressed  and  prices  seem  likely  to  go  down. 

The  supplv  of  butter  and  cheese  was  not  sufficient  to  meet  the 
demand,  and  high  prices  ruled  during  the  entire  season. 

The  large  output  of  manila  hemp  seriously  lessened  the  shipments 
of  the  New  Zealand  product  during  1908,  the  shortage  from  1907 
being  about  12,000  tons,  while  prices  which  early  in  the  year  ruled 
at  $115  for  good  fair  quality  had  dropped  to  $103  in  December,  1908. 
So  much  labor  is  involved  in  the  preparation  of  this  article  that  the 
falling  off  represents  a  loss  in  wages  of  about  $700,000  in  the  year. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  the  production  of  the  chief  exports  of  this  dis- 
trict shows  results  which  should  mean  prosperity,  but  the  steady 
advance  which  has  been  made  in  the  cost  oi  both  skilled  and  un- 
skilled labor  has  done  much  to  reduce  the  net  results,  and  unless 
labor  becomes  more  moderate  in  its  demands  it  is  considered  ques- 
tionable whether  serious  loss  may  not  result. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908  was 
$425,092.  against  $729,702  m  1907.  This  decrease  was  principally 
in  flax  finer,  which  fell  off  $259,707.  The  articles  and  their  values  in 
1908  were  flax  fiber,  $50,037;  pease,  $322;  skms,  $368,939;  natural 
history  specimens,  $365;  ajid  wool,  $5,429.  With  these  articles 
were  also  mcluded  returned  American  goods  to  the  value  of  $1,404. 


FRIENDLY  ISLANDS. 

Prepared  in  the  Bureau  of  Manufactures  from  British  Official  Sources. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  the  Friendly  Islands  during  1908  was 
valued  at  $1,131,005,  against  $1,129,097  in  1907.  The  imports  in 
1908  amounted  to  $480,080  and  the  exports  to  $650,925,  while  in 
1907  the  values  were  $476,042  and  $653,055,  respectively. 

The  value  of  the  direct  imports,  by  countries,  is  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing comparative  statement : 


Country. 

1907.     1     1«08.                          Country. 

1907. 

1908. 

United  States 

$920 

177,968 

16,133 

63,756 

206,109 

t 
$12,079     Samoa 

$17,427 

414 

3,316 

$5,067 

Australia 

165,923      United  Kingdom 

6;906 

FIJI  Islands 

22,313     All  other  countries     

2,688 

61,016 
214, 088                Total                         

New  Zealftnd 

476,042 

480,060 
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The  principal  articles^  of  import  into  the  colony  in  1907  and  1908 
are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


1907. 


Bags  and  sacks 

Breadstufls: 

Biscuits 

Flour 

Carriages,  etc 

Drapery 

Fish 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Galvanized 

Hardware,  etc 


$12,580 

13,251 
25,652 
7,023 
125,400 
16,079 

21,125 
22,950 


1908. 


Articles. 


1907. 


1908. 


111,227 

14,356 
22.352 
6,074 
135,905 
14,654 

9,193 
22,492 


Leather,  and  manufactures  of; 

Boots  and  shoes 

Unmanufactured 

Oil,  kerosene 

Provisions 

Soap 

Sugar 

Timber 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures  of. 


16,818 
5,242 
9,466 

51,813 
6,692 
9,675 

24,070 
5,373 


14,312 
4,764 
8,566 

60,814 
5,412 

10,088 

23.218 
5.524 


The  United  Kingdom  supplied  directly  and  indirectly  80  per  cent 
of  the  drapery,  the  remainaer  coining  from  France  and  Germany. 
The  United  States  furnished  part  of  the  timber,  fish,  tobacco,  and 
carriages.  Practically  all  the  provisions  came  from  New  2^aland. 
and  iron  and  steel  manufactures  almost  entirely  from  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Copra  and  fruit  are  the  leading  items  of  export,  their  value  for 
1908  being  $563,935  and  $69,041,  respectively.  Of  the  copra  the 
shipments  to  European  countries  were  valued  at  $191,439;  Australia, 
$324,445;  New  Zealand,  $34,314;  and  the  United  States,  $13,737. 


SAMOA. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Consul  Mason  MrrcHBLL,  Apia. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  into  Samoa  in  1908  was  $595,778, 
against  $664,155  in  1907,  a  decrease  of  $68,377.  Wine  showed  a 
decrease  of  4,143  liters  (liter=1.0567  quarts),  while  beer  and  spirits 
increased  by  7,680  and  1,381  Uters,  respectively.  Ironmongery, 
lumber,  building  material,  machinery,  and  vehicles  showed  decreases, 
due  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  planters  are  well  equipped  with  build- 
ings and  machinerv  and  that  vehicles  are  built  locally  instead  of 
being  imported.     The  imports,  by  countries,  were  as  follows: 


ArUcles. 

United 
States. 

Germany. 

Australia 
and  New 
Zealand. 

United 
Kingdom. 

other 
countries. 

Clothine  and  draDcrv 

12,396 
48 

23,467 
1,754 
1,688 

321 
27 
586 

136,443 
1,106 
12,077 
3,206 
14,054 

12,334 
3,738 
2,771 

4.181 

1,203 

2,352 

37,011 

176.258 

84 

201,869 

8.850 

18,435 

1.500 
6.272 
2,575 

1.205 
3,663 
6,118 
66,604 

12,850 

53 

1,457 

168 

1,224 

96, 697 

Firearms 

13 

Foodstufls 

4,833 

Hardware 

383 

Lumber 

405 

Spirits,  wines,  and  malt  liquors: 

Beer 

43 

Spirits 

3 

57 

Wines                                          

751 

Tobacco,  manufactures  of: 

agars 

29 
50 

144 

Tobaooo 

162 
1,431 
8.269 

587 

Vehicles 

614 

All  other  articles 

2,702 

8,657 

Total  for  1908 

40,149 

130,478 

393,433 

8.536 

23.183 

Total  for  1907 

74,338 

124,630 

434,751 

10,729 

19,707 
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The  above  statistics,  compiled  from  the  custom-house  reports,  are 
not  accurate  as  far  as  American  imports  are  concerned.  Kerosene 
oil,  lumber,  canned  goods,  and  hardware  are  shipped  from  the  United 
States  to  Australia  and  New  Zealand  and  sold  from  there  to  Samoa, 
the  colonies  thereby  being  credited  with  the  imports.  The  handicap 
American  goods  labor  imder  is  the  want  of  a  regular  and  direct 
steamship  line  from  the  United  States  to  Samoa.  For  instance, 
kerosene  oil  comes  directly  from  the  United  States  to  Sydney  and 
Auckland  by  the  shipload,  consequently  the  Samoan  merchant  can 
purchase  his  oil  in  those  places  and  pay  the  freight  cheaper  than  he 
can  import  it  from  San  Francisco. 

The  value  of  the  exports  in  1908  was  $641,096,  an  increase  of 
$316,381  over  1907.  The  coimtries  showing  increases  were  Germany, 
United  Kingdom,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand,  while  the  shipments 
to  the  United  States  showed  a  decrease.  Germany  took  articles 
worth  $300,692,  agamst  $218,472  in  1907,  and  other  European 
coimtries  increased  their  purchases  by  $86,245,  the  shipments  being 
valued  at  $7,272  in  1907  and  $93,517  m  1908.  The  exports  to 
Australia  and  New  2iealand  showed  an  increase  of  $48,317,  while 
those  to  the  United  States  decreased  $524. 

LARGE   CACAO    CROP. 

With  the  large  cacao  crop  just  gathered,  which  may  be  repeated 
before  the  end  of  the  year,  and  with  the  native  questions  now  set- 
tled so  the  Samoans  can  resume  work  and  make  copra,  it  seems  reason- 
able to  expect  that  the  output  of  these  two  staples  will  be  very  con- 
siderably mcreased  in  1909. 

The  cacao  tree  was  first  introduced  into  Samoa  in  September,  1883, 
the  plants  arriving  from  Ceylon.  The  trees  were  planted  at  Utumapu, 
1,000  feet  above  sea  level,  at  a  distance  of  15  leet  apart,  and  were 
shaded  by  chili  peppers.  In  February,  1884,  another  consignment 
of  plants  arrived  from  Ceylon,  and  these  were  planted  at  a  distance 
of  7i  by  15  feet.  By  the  end  of  1884  there  were  204  trees  three  feet 
high.  In  June.  1886,  the  first  trees  bloomed,  and  in  the  following 
December  the  truit  had  matured.  In  July,  1887,  the  first  Samoan- 
raised  cocoa  beans  were  planted.  The  two  different  species  of  the 
cocoa  trees  were  standing  m  the  field  near  one  another  and  hybridized. 
In  the  first  years  it  could  not  be  told  to  which  specie  the  fruit  "belonged ; 
in  later  years  with  every  generation  the  first  hybridized  and  Samoan- 
ized  more  and  more,  until  a  certain  shape  and  color  formed,  which  at 
present  is  uniform  and  goes  by  the  name  of  Samoan  cacao. 
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SOCIETY    ISLANDS. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Consul  Juuus  D.  Drbher,  Tahiti. 

The  condition  of  the  colony  of  Tahiti  and  its  dependencies  during 
1908  may  be  regarded  as  on  the  whole  fairly  satisfactory.  The  in- 
creased snipments  of  copra,  mother-of-pearl  shell,  yanilla  beans,  and 
fruit  show  that  the  productive  capacity  of  the  colony  is  increasing. 
While  the  low  prices  of  the  principalproducts  of  these  islands  during 
that  year  had  a  rather  depressing  eflfect  on  business,  the  advance  in 
prices  eariy  in  1909  is  ground  for  the  hope  of  more  prosperous  times. 

Another  reason  for  hopefulness  is  found  in  the  fact  tnat  the  Com- 
pagnie  Fran^aise  des  Phosphates  de  I'Oceanie,  which  has  a  capitfd  of 
6,000,000  francs  ($1,158,000),  is  making  preparations  to  mme  the 
extensive  deposits  of  phosphate  discovered  on  the  island  of  Makatea, 
120  miles  from  Tahiti.  This  company  is  building  houses  on  Makatea 
and  is  preparing  to  develop  the  phosphate  deposits  on  a  lai^  scale^ 
This  preliminary  work,  though  only  well  begun,  has  already  rendered 
many  trips  of  schooners  nece^ssary  between  that  island  and  Tahiti. 
The  extensive  works  to  be  erected  for  mining  and  handling  the  phos- 
I)hate  and  for  loading  it  at  deep-sea  moorings  will  require  considerable 
time  and  the  expenditure  of  a  large  amount  of  money.  Some  delaj 
in  this  work  may  be  caused  also  by  the  opposition  of  the  Compagme 
de  rOceanie  Fran^aise,  which  also  has  offices  at  Tahiti.     This  com- 

£any  has  made  contracts  with  many  of  the  native  landowners  on 
[akatea  and  has  instituted  legal  proceedings  to  test  the  validity  of 
the  contracts  made  by  the  other  company.  If  this  controversy  should 
not  be  settled  by  a  compromise,  it  is  hoped  that  any  interruption  of 
the  work  on  Makatea  by  legal  processes  may  be  only  temporary. 

There  is  good  reason  to  expect  that  during  1909  the  people  of 
Tahiti  will  see  the  beginning  of  the  work  of  installing  a  system  of 
wireless  telegraphy.  It  is  proposed  by  this  system  to  give  nearly  all 
the  widely  scattered  groups  of  islands  in  the  South  S^  connection 
with  the  telegraphic  systems  of  the  world. 

FOREIGN  TRADE  OF  THE  COLONY. 

The  imports  into  the  islands  in  1908  amounted  in  value  to  $746,497. 
and  the  exports  to  $607,048.  In  1907  the  imports  were  $643,039  and 
the  exports  $702,511,  so  that  in  the  whole  volume  of  business  in  1908 
there  was  a  gain  of  $7,995.  The  gain  in  imports  in  1908  was  $103,458, 
and  the  loss  in  exports  was  $95,463.  In  tne  previous  year  there  was 
a  gain  of  $113,007  in  imports  and  a  loss  of  $14,831  in  exports  as 
compared  with  1906. 

The  value  of  the  imports  and  exports,  by  countries,  during  1907 
and  1908,  respectively,  was  as  shown  in  the  tabular  statement  at  the 
top  of  page  717. 
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Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1907. 

1908. 

1907. 

1908. 

United  states 

1294,834 
154,917 
78,018 
58,007 
14,382 
42,881 

S340,342 
149,359 
118,660 
83,791 
14,629 
39,726 

1346,338 
50,481 
88,281 
103,721 
15,935 
88,755 

t309,730 
40,370 
27,388 
147,486 
10,798 
.71,276 

Kpw  7p,*lj«irt 

France , 

United  Kingdom 

Oerntany 

Other  countries 

Total 

643,089 

746,497 

702,511 

607,048 

—     

New  Zealand  still  has  a  practical  monopoly  in  exporting  to  this 
colony  live  animals,  canned  meats,  canned  butter,  and  ordina^  soap; 
but  a  large  proportion  of  the  other  imports  credited  to  New  Zealand 
were  really  irom  other  countries.  This  is  true  with  regard  td  kero- 
sene oil  to  the  value  of  $10,751,  and  benzine,  valued  at  $7,880,  origi- 
nally shipped  from  New  York,  but  credited  to  New  Zealand  because 
transshipped  there  for  Tahiti.  The  increasing  use  of  benzine  for  pro- 
pelling scnooners  caused  a  gain  of  13  per  cent  in  the  imports  of  that 
article  during  1908. 

The  United  Kingdom,  which  is  the  only  country  showing  a  gain  in 
exports  in  1908.  received  mother-of-peari  shell  to  the  value  of  $139,268, 
the  quantity  snipped  to  that  country  being  576  metric  tons  (metric 
ton  =  2,204.6  pounds)  out  of  a  total  exportation  of  635  tons. 

The  principal  imports  from  other  countries  were  as  follows:  China, 
$10,202;  the  outlying  British  islands  of  Rarotonga,  $9,399,  Penrhyn 
$7,540,  and  Flint  $6,256;  Sweden,  $1,520;  Belgium,  $1,219;  and  from 
the  isolated  British  island  of  Pitcaim,  $1,045,  oeing  the  value  of  10.7 
tons  of  arrowroot  flour. 


PRINCIPAL  ARTICLES   OF   IMPORT. 


The  principal  articles  imported  during  1907  and  1908,  respectively, 
are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Animals,  live , 

Bags,  empty 

Benune 

Brsadstufls: 

Cereal  foods,  grains,  etc. . . 

Flour , 

Coal 

Fish. 

Fumitore 

Lumber , 

Machinery  (including  sewing 

machines) 

Matches 

Metals,  ironmongery,  etc 

Oil,  kerosene , 

Pabits,  oils,  colors,  etc 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of. . . , 
Provisions: 

Butter,  canned 

Lard 


1907. 


$7,021 
3,473 
6,976 

33,168 
68,371 

1,633 
17,760 

2,573 
32,609 

5,686 
4,387 
33,533 
11,429 
11,217 
4,789 

15,741 
5,492 


1908. 


S8,984 
6,059 
7,880 

40,156 
76,717 

8,340 
20,806 

4,250 
38,106 

20,016 
2,672 
44,614 
11,910 
9,596 
6,089 

16,006 
4,608 


Articles. 


Provisions— Continued. 

Heats,  salted  and  canned . 

Milk,  condensed 

Roofing,  galvani£ed-iron. 

Rope,  cord,  etc 

Shoes. 

Soap 

Sugar,  refined 

Tea 

Textiles,  clothing,  etc 

Tobacco,  cigars,  etc 

Toys,  fancy  goods,  etc , 

Vegetables,  fresh,  canned,  etc 

Wines,  spirits,  beer,  etc 

Wood,  manufactures  of 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1907. 


$32,909 

$33,046 

5,972 

4,997 

9,049 

10,060 

13,606 

12,767 

6,012 

10,537 

15,111 

16,893 

5,303 

4,849 

4,173 

3,666 

146,845 

160,584 

5,133 

4,455 

3,928 

6,362 

7,478 

7,482 

22,004 

22,181 

11,866 

15,276 

86,990 

106,646 

643,030 


1908. 


746,497 


There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  imports  of  cereal  foods. 
flour,  coal;  lumber,  machinery,  metals  and  ironmongery,  shoes,  and 
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textiles  and  clothing.  The  increased  quantity  of  coal  imported  was 
mainly  for  the  use  of  the  French  gunboat  Zdee,  which  is  stationed 
in  the  South  Seas.  The  empty  bags  imported  are  used  mainly  in 
shipping  copra  and  cocoanuts. 

SHIPMENTS   OP  DOMESTIC   PRODUCTS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  articles  exported  during 
1907  and  1908,  respectively: 


Articles. 


Bechedemer 

Coooanuts 

Copra 

Cotton..' 

Fungos 

Honey 


1907. 

1908.  ! 

$16,100 
15,996 

268,071 
5,007 
9.194 
1,200 

$7,163 
16,662 
222,454 
5,874 
5,528 
1,440 

Articles. 


Motber-of-pearl  shell . 

Oranges 

VanUIa  beans 

All  other  articles 


1907. 


$159,707 

5,359 

136,340 

85,528 


Total 702,511 


1908. 


$152,468 

8,025 

133,872 

64,563 


607,048 


As  compared  with  the  quantities  of  the  principal  products  exported 
in  1907f  tlie  exports  for  1908  show  the  toUowing  sains:  Copra,  644 
metric  tons;  mother-of-pearl  shell,  114.5  tons;  vaSima  beans,  32  tons; 
oranges,  1,381,200;  and  cocoanuts,  212,270,  in  number. 

In  spite  of  these  gains,  however,  the  low  prices  prevailing  during 
the  year  caused  a  decrease  in  the  value  of  exports  to  the  amount 
of  $95,463.  As  an  oflFset  to  this  loss,  a  Norwegian  vessel,  which  was 
loaded  during  December  last  with  a  cargo  of  products  of  the  Marquesas 
and  the  Society  Islands,  did  not  sail  until  January  7, 1909,  and  nence 
this  cargo,  of  the  value  of  $71,088,  could  not  oe  included  in  the 
exports  for  1908. 

In  the  exports  of  all  other  articles  are  included  goods  shipped  to 
outlying  Bntish  islands  to  the  amount  of  $21,265. 

COPRA,  MOTHER-OF-PEARL  SHELL,  AND  PEARLS. 

The  total  exports  of  copra  in  1907  amounted  to  4,040  metric  tons 
and  in  1908  to  4,558  tons,  a  gain  of  518  tons  in  the  latter  year.  Of 
the  4,558  tons  exported  in  1908,  442  tons  were  produced  in  outlying 
British  islands,  leaving  4,116  tons  as  the  product  of  this  colony  in 
1908,  which  was  a  gain  of  644  tons  over  the  preKceding  year.  The 
large  gain  in  the  production  of  copra  in  the  oociety  ana  Tuamotu 
Islands  shows  that  the  trees  have  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the 
cyclone  of  February,  1906.  In  the  Society  Islands  also  the  scale 
has  almost  disappeared;  and  as  many  young  trees  will  come  into 
bearing  from  year  to  year,  the  colony  ought  to  produce  an  increasing 
quantity  of  copra.  The  product  of  this  colony  will  scarcely  ever 
become  large  enough,  however,  to  have  an  appreciable  influence  in 
the  world^s  market.  In  1907  France  alone  imported  100,109  metric 
tons  of  copra,  mostly  from  the  British  and  the  Dutch  East  Indies, 
the  Philippines,  and  East  Africa.  Copra  is  shipped  from  Tahiti  in 
coarse  bags  of  two  sizes,  70  pounds  and  130  pounds.  The  export 
duty  on  copra  is  $1.93  a  metnc  ton. 

As  it  has  not  yet  been  decreed  that  buttons  made  of  dark-«dged 
shell  shall  be  fashionable,  the  price  of  mother-of-pearl  shell  remains 
low  in  Tahiti.    The  shipments  m  1908  were  635.5  metric  tons,  which 
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was  a  gain  of  114.5  tons  over  the  exports  of  1907.  From  350  to  400 
tons  remain  unsold  in  foreign  markets.  Good  shell  will  bring  from 
$400  to  $500  a  ton  in  London^  the  best  quality  as  much  as  $600. 
The  grading  is  based  on  the  size  and  quaUtjr  of  the  shells.  The 
largest  shelb  measure  6  inches  and  more  in  width  and  a  Uttle  more 
than  6  inches  in  length.  The  finest  specimens  make  attractive 
ornaments  in  Tahiti  homes.  An  import  duty  of  $7.72  a  ton  is 
charged  on  shell  from  the  Tuamotu  Islands  when  landed  at  Papeete 
and  an  additional  duty  of  $11.58  a  ton  when  it  is  exported  from 
Papeete. 

Although  pearls  are  not  included  in  the  trade  statistics  of  these 
islands,  the  nnding  of  them  adds  a  fascination  as  well  as  a  profit  to 
the  shell  industry  in  the  Tuamotu  atolls.  During  the  diving  season 
of  six  months  a  number  of  pearl  buyers  visit  the  numerous  islands, 
and  it  is  said  that  they  do  a  profitable  business.  The  native  divers 
usually  have  their  shells  mortgaged  in  advance  for  supplies,  but 
they  are  free  to  dispose  of  the  pearls  thev  are  lucky  enough  to  find. 
Stiu  the  business  has  an  air  of  secrecy  about  it  and  it  is  impossible 
to  obtain  exact  information  regarding  the  number  and  value  of 
pearls  found  in  a  season.  From  the  activity  of  the  pearl  buyers 
and  their  imwillingness  to  ^ve  information  it  may  be  assumed 
that  the  business  is  not  inconsiderable.  The  pearls  found  are  usually 
small,  and  few  have  been  discovered  that  would  be  worth  more 
than  a  few  thousand  dollars  each.  The  business  amounts  to  probably 
$20,000  a  year.  The  South  Sea  divers  are  noted  for  the  length  of 
time  they  can  remain  under  water.  A  number  can  stay  under 
water  for  two  and  a  half  minutes  and  a  few  of  the  best  divers  for 
three  minutes  at  a  time.  The  best  Cevlon  divers  can  remain  under 
water  only  one  hundred  and  ten  seconds. 

VANILLA,  SUGAR,  AND   COTTON    PRODUCTION. 

The  quantity  of  vanilla  beans  exported  in  1907  was  141  tons  and 
in  1908,  173  tons,  a  gain  of  32  tons.  If  more  attention  were  given 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  vanilla  bean  the  quantity  raised  could  be 
largely  increased,  the  soil  and  cUmate  of  these  islands  being  favor- 
able to  its  growth.  Bjit  it  is  cultivated  in  a  careless  manner,  and 
little  care  is  taken  in  curing  it  bjr  the  Chinese  shopkeepers  in  Tahiti, 
who  have  a  monopoly  of  the  business.  The  Caisse  Agricole,  a  bank 
having  close  relations  with  the  colonial  government,  has  reduced 
from  43  cents  to  38  cents  its  guarantee  per  pound  for  good  vanilla. 
No  export  duty  is  charged  on  vanilla.  Kecent  Paris  quotations  of 
prices  show  that  Tahiti  vanilla  has  a  low  rank.  The  prices  per 
pound  are  as  follows:  Mexican,  $3.95  to  $4.82;  Reunion,  $2.02  to 
$2.25;  Madagascar,  $1.67  to  $1.93;  Guadaloupe,  $1.05  to  $1.23; 
Tahiti,  $0.75  to  $0.88. 

The  quantity  of  sugar  produced  in  1908  was  about  410  tons.  As 
the  Atimaono  plantation,  25  miles  from  Papeete,  has  been  put  in 
much  better  condition,  it  is  probable  that  the  production  in  1909 
will  be  considerably  increased.  The  colony  needs  about  550  tons  of 
unrefined  sugar  a  year. 

Statistics  regarding  the  production  of  sea-island  cotton  show  a 
decrease  of  8.365  metric  tons;  but  this  decrease  is  only  apparent, 
not  actual.    The  Norwegian  bark,  already  referred  to  as  sailing  on 
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January  7,  1909,  took  46  tons  of  cotton,  so  that  the  production  in 
1908  was  nearly  three  times  as  large  as  in  1907.  The  (Jaisse  Agricole 
continues  its  guarantee  of  7  cents  a  pound  in  the  seed  for  all  cotton 
raised  in  the  colony. 

TRADE   WITH  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

Of  the  total  value  of  imports  into  the  islands  in  1908  the  United 
States  furnished  goods  to  the  value  of  $340,342,  or  45.6  per  cent  of 
the  whole  amount ;  and  of  the  total  exports  the  United  States  received 
products  to  the  amount  of  $309,730,  or  51  per  cent  of  the  whole.  In 
1907  these  percentages  were  46  and  49,  respectively.  If  to  the  im- 
ports from  the  United  States  in  1908  be  adoed  the  $10,751  for  kero- 
sene oil  and  the  $7,880  for  benzine  shipped  from  New  York  to  New 
Zealand  and  credited  to  the  latter  because  these  articles  were  there 
transshipped  to  Tahiti,  the  total  imports  from  the  United  States 
would  amount  to  $358,973,  or  48  per  cent  of  the  whole.  As  other 
American  goods  were  credited  to  New  Zealand  for  the  same  reason, 
it  would  be  safe  to  say  that  the  United  States  actually  furnished 
more  than  half  the  imports  into  this  colony  during  1908. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  im- 
ported into  the  islands  from  the  United  States  during  1907  and  1908: 


Articles. 


1907. 


1906. 


Articles. 


1907. 


1908. 


Bags,  empty 

Breadstuns: 

Cereal  foods,  grains,  etc. . . 

Flour 

Confectionery,  etc 

Fish: 

Salmon,  canned 

Salted,  dried,  etc 

Fruits,  fresh,  canned,  etc 

Furniture 

Graphophones 

Iron  ana  steel ,  manufactures  of: 

Hard  ware ,  e  tc 

Machines,  sewing 

Machinery 

Tools,  implements,  etc 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of: 

Harness,  harness  leather, 
etc 

Shoes 

Lumber 


$2,127 

25,573 

66,513 

1,258 

12,068 
2,092 
2.623 
1.727 
661 

12,999 
1,829 
5,341 
2,975 


2,604 

3,685 

31,277 


13,031 

33,739 

76,470 

1,314 

13,937 
3,015 
2,397 
2.868 
1,676 

13,905 
4,635 
5,145 
4,126 


5,528 

6,805 

37,470 


Medicines  and  chemlcab 

Paints,  oils,  colors,  etc 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of... 
Provisions: 

Cheese 

Lard 

Meats,  salted,  and  canned 

Milk,  condensed 

Rope,  cord,  etc 

RuDber  goods 

Soap 

Sugar,  refined 

Textiles,  clothing,  etc 

Vegetables,  fresh,  canned,  etc. 

Vehicles,  etc 

Wines,  spirits,  beer,  etc 

Wood,  manufactures  of 

All  otner  articles 

Total 


13,376 
4,654 
2,288 

1,448 
4,467 
2,011 
1,519 
9.113 
1.510 
1,611 
2,299 
56,248 
5,494 
2,530 
5,691 
6,024 
9,199 


294,834 


$4,277 
4.685 
3,051 

1.441 
3.790 
3,032 
493 
8.351 
1,453 
2,4n 
1,137 

43.0S5 
5,123 
3.433 
3.5«2 
8,560 

27.339 


340,342 


FLOUB,  CEREALS,  SALMON,  GRAPHOPHONES,  ETC. 

The  United  States  made  gains  during  last  year  in  the  imports  of 
the  following  articles:  Cereal  foods,  flour,  salmon,  furniture,  grapho- 
phones, leather,  harness  and  saddlery,  lumber  and  manufactures  of 
wood,  sewing  machines,  shoes,  and  tools  and  implements. 

Flour  contmues  to  be  the  leading  article  of  import  from  the  United 
States,  which  has  a  practical  monopoly  in  supplying  this  colony  with 
that  important  article  of  food.  Tnere  was  a  gain  of  15  per  cent  in 
the  imports  of  flour,  and  of  24  per  cent  in  cereals,  last  year.  The 
United  States  furnished  83  per  cent  of  the  total  importe  of  cereal 
foods. 

There  is  a  steady  gain  in  the  imports  of  canned  salmon.  As  com- 
pared with  the  valuer  of  salmon  imported  in  1906.  the  year  1908 
showed  a  gain  of  51  per  cent.     It  seems  remarkable  that  so  mudi 
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fish  should  be  imported  into  this  colony  of  more  than  100  islands, 
where  the  waters  abound  in  fish  and  where  many  idle  natives  might 
be  profitably  engaged  in  providing  this  article  of  food  which  is  so 
popular  among  them.  It  may  be  regarded  as  still  more  remarkable 
that  eggs  should  be  imported  from  the  United  States;  but  when  eggs 
sell  for  as  much  as  55  cents  a  dozen  in  Papeete,  it  shows  that  they 
can  be  profitably  brought  3,658  miles  from^  San  Francisco,  1,025 
dozens  being  imported  last  year  from  that  point. 

In  lumber  also  the  imports  continue  to  snow  a  steady  gain.  Last 
year  the  gain  in  lumber  was  nearly  20  per  cent  and  in  wood  manu- 
factures more  than  27  per  cent.  During  the  first  three  months  of 
1909  lumber  was  imported  from  the  United  States  to  the  ainount  of 
1,175,100  feet,  most  of  which  was  brought  by  two  schooners  in  Janu- 
ary, one  from  Aberdeen,  and  the  other  from  Port  Townsend^  Wash. 
Taking  advantage  of  the  low  prices  the  merchants  of  Tahiti  have 
imported  so  much  lumber  in  the  last  five  months  that  the  stocks  on 
hand  will  be  sufficient  for  general  purposes  for  the  rest  of  this  year; 
but  a  considerable  quantity  of  lumber  will  be  needed  for  the  phos- 
phate works  on  the  island  of  Makatea. 

The  largest  percentages  of  gain  made  by  the  United  States  last 
year  were  in  ^raphophones  and  sewing  machines,  the  gain  in  the 
imports  of  eacn  being^over  153  per  cent.  Excellent  graphophones, 
which  are  popular  in  Tahiti,  are  imported  also  from  France.  Nearly 
every  native  woman  who  can  affora  to  do  so  buys  a  sewing  machine. 
Of  the  total  imports  of  such  machines  last  year  the  United  States 
furnished  78  per  cent;  but  of  sewing  thread  imported  to  the  value  of 
$3,298  Germany  supplied  74  per  cent  and  the  United  States  prac- 
tically none. 

It  is  not  easy  to  explain  the  considerable  decrease  in  the  imports 
of  textiles  and  clothing  from  the  United  States  last  year,  but  a  part 
of  the  loss  may  have  been  caused  by  the  large  amount  of  French 
goods  shipped  to  Tahiti  by  a  bark  which  sailed  from  Dunkirk,  France. 
The  tariff  on  French  goods  is  only  a  little  more  than  half  that  charged 
on  imports  from  other  countries. 

Less  refined  sugar  was  imported  because  more  use  was  made  of  the 
native  article  manufactured  in  Tahiti.  As  the  United  States  con- 
tinues to  make  so  poor  a  showing  in  the  imports  of  canned  meats 
and  soap,  as  compared  with  New  Zealand,  it  is  gratifying  to  note  the 
gain  in  the  amount  of  soap  imported  last  year  Som  America. 

VALUE   OF  EXPORTS  TO  THE   UKFTED   STATES. 

The  declared  value  of  the  exports  of  domestic  products  to  the 
United  States  during  1907  and  1908  is  shown,  by  articles,  in  the 
following  table: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Artlclea. 

1907. 

1908. 

Becbe  de  mer 

110 

15,996 

223,111 

303 

1,982 

296 

101, 143 

$108 

15,662 

185,234 

172 

2,457 

Other  articles 

f839 

1380 

Total 

Copra 

343,680 
2,661 
37,106 

309,730 

Returned  American  goods 

Coin 

A 14, 621 

Fruit! 

lloth^r-of-Dearl  shell 

Grand  total 

Vanilla  beans 

105,717 

383,449 

324,351 

a  Includes  instruments  of  Lick  Observatory  Eclipse  Expedition,  valued  at  $14,500. 
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Of  the  total  quantity  of  copra  exported  in  1908,  the  United  States 
received  3,427  tons,  or  nearly  75  per  cent,  a  gain  of  537  tons  as  com- 
pared with  the  amount  received  in  1907 ;  and  yet  the  prices  prevailing 
during  1908  were  so  low  as  to  cause  a  decrease  in  the  value  of  the 
exports  of  this  article  to  the  United  States  to  the  amount  of  $37,877 
as  compared  with  the  previous  vear.  For  a  brief  period  in  1908  copra 
sold  in  Tahiti  for  a  little  less  than  half  the  price  paid  for  it  in  the 
spring  of  1907.  During  the  first  three  months  of  1909  the  exports  of 
copra  to  the  United  States  amounted  to  2,634  tons,  the  unusually 
large  shipments  being  due  to  the  advance  in  price  and  to  the  oppor^ 
tunity  ot  lower  freight  rates  offered  by  two  American  schooners 
which  brought  cargoes  of  lumber  to  Tahiti. 

Of  the  vanilla  beans  exported  in  1908,  the  United  States  took  105.7 
tons,  or  nearly  78  per  cent,  a  slight  gain  over  the  previous  year,  when 
the  Quantity  taken  was  nearly  105  tons. 

All  the  cocoanuts  exported  are  shipped  to  the  United  States  and 
all  the  oranges  to  New  Zealand.  These  oranges,  which  are  of  a  fine 
quality,  can  not  be  shipped  to  San  Francisco  owing  to  laws  in  force 
tnere  to  provide  against  the  introduction  of  fruit  j>ests.  Alligator 
pears,  mangoes,  and  bananas  are  exported  to  the  United  States. 

The  large  decrease  in  the  exports  of  beche  de  mer  and  fungus  to 
New  Zealand  for  transshipment  to  China  was  due  to  the  low  prices 
of  those  articles  in  the  markets  of  the  Orient.  As  in  the  case  otsome 
other  products,  quantities  of  these  two  articles  will  probably  be 
accumulated  until  prices  advance  to  a  point  when  shipments  may  be 
profitably  made. 

BANKING CUSTOMS   DUTIES — MAILS — SHIPPING. 

There  were  no  changes  in  banking  facilities  in  1908.  The  bank  of 
Indo-China  continues  to  do  nearly  all  of  the  foreign  banking  business 
of  this  colony.  In  1908  gold  coin  to  the  amount  of  $16,476  was 
shipped  to  France,  and  silver  coin  to  the  value  of  $4,829  was  sent  to 
New  Zealand. 

No  changes  were  made  in  the  tariff  in  1908.  The  increase  in  the 
customs  receipts  for  that  year  was  $11 ,663.  In  1907  the  increase  was 
$11,020. 

During  1908  there  were  no  changes  in  foreign  transportation  and 
mails.  The  American  steamship  Mariposa  made  its  regular  trips 
every  thirty-six  days  from  San  Francisco,  and  the  New  Z^land  ship 
arrived  every  twenty-eight  days  from  Auckland.  A  new  line  from 
Wellington.  New  Zealand,  to  connect  with  the  Mariposa  at  Tahiti 
began  regular  trips  in  January,  1909. 

The  total  number  of  foreign  vessels  arriving  in  the  islands  in  1908 
was  39  of  71,695  tons,  and  the  number  of  departures  was  36  of  68,665 
tons.  Of  the  total  number  14  ships  carried  the  American  fla^,  14 
the  British,  8  the  French,  2  the  Norwegian,  and  1  the  Chilean.  Most 
of  the  vessels  flying  the  French  flag  were  schooners  engaged  in  trade 
with  the  outlying  islands. 

One  of  the  -finerican  vessels  was  the  bark  Louisiana,  of  San 
Francisco,  laden  with  railroad  ties  for  Peru,  which  put  into  the  harbor 
of  Papeete  to  repair  a  leak  that  endangered  the  safety  of  Uie  vessel. 

There  was  increased  activity  in  localshipping  during  1908,  as  shown 
by  a  gain  of  64  in  the  arrivals  and  departures  or  vessek  engaged  in  the 
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inter-island  trade.  The  total  number  of  such  arrivals  and  departures 
in  1908  was  432;  in  the  previous  year  the  number  was  368.  The 
gain  during  1908  was  in  part  due  to  the  increased  number  of  schooners 
going  to  Makatea  in  connection  with  the  preparations  being  made  to 
mine  phosphate  on  that  island. 

During  1908  three  gasoline  schooners  were  added  to  the  local 
shipping;  one  of  100  tona  from  San  Francisco  and  one  of  26  and 
anotner  of  28  tons  built  in  Papeete.  There  is  also  interest  manifested 
in  building  motor  boats  in  Tahiti. 
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ABYSSINIA. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

Prepared  in  the  Bureau  of  Manufactures  from  British  Official  Sources. 

The  estimated  value  of  the  total  imports  into  Abyssinia  by  the 
way  of  Jibuti  was  $1,703,275  in  the  calendar  year  1907  and  $1,386,953 
in  1908.  To  these  figures  may  be  added  $380,000  for  imports  by 
the  way  of  Zeila,  the  Sudan,  and  the  Italian  colonies.  The  value  of 
the  prmcipal  articles  imported  by  the  way  of  Jibuti  in  1907  and 
1908  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Agricultural  Implements,  etc 

Anns  and  ammunltkm 

Carpets 

Carts,  in  pieces. 

Cloth 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Drills,  calicoes,  etc 

Shirtings 

Furniture , 

Glass  and  glassware , 


1907. 

1908. 

134,036 
53,683 
23,019 
6,568 
52,475 

$12,181 
20,989 
11,261 
23,130 
42,678 

481,170 

210,151 

12,098 

34,553 

396,620 

213,533 

6,269 

28,905 

1 

Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,manufactures  of: 

Hardware. 

Iron,  corrugated 

Toob 

Materials,  construction 

Provisions 

Sacks,  empty 

Spirits,  wme  and  malt  liquocs. 

Sugar 


1907. 


19QS. 


$27,477 

$19,660 

14,473 

22.712 

11,897 

7,466 

41,132 

6,300 

16,016 

6,300 

15,885 

16,873 

38,222 

25.966 

21,354 

19,905 

The  most  important  single  item  of  import  is  cotton  gray  shirting, 
called  "Americani,"  in  East  Africa.     The  United   Stat^  suppUes 

f)ractically  all  this  shirting,  because  it  is  said  to  wash  better  and  last 
onger  than  the  products  from  other  countries.  Italy  has  an  increas- 
ing sale  in  gray  shirtings,  and  the  United  Kingdom  has  placed  a  new 
design  on  the  market  which  the  importers  state  will  in  time  compete 
successfully  with  other  makes.  Otner  cotton  goods,  such  as  calicoes, 
white  drills,  and  cotton  yam,  are  imported  in  considerable  quantities. 
The  Unitea  Kingdom,  &ermany,  India,  and  Italy  all  contribute  to 
this  trade.  The  United  States  supplies  most  of  the  kerosene  and 
sewing  machines. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  from  Abyssinia  through  the  port 
of  Jibuti  in  1908  was  estimated  at  $1,629,635,  a  decrease  of  $93,602 
from  1907.  There  were  also  shipped  by  the  way  of  Sudan,  Zeila, 
Eritrea,  and  Itahan  Somaliland  goods  worth  approximately  $194,660. 
The  principal  articles  exported  through  Jibuti  were  as  follows: 


Artlcks. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Butter 

$3,937 

730,437 

7,033 

272,641 

13,343 
612,273 

$37,818 
560,811 

19.160 
310,668 

10,122 
424,865 

Vegetables,  dried 

$1,640 
147.168 
34.765 

$29,014 

Ck>ffee 

Wax 

1^683 

Duira  

All  other  articles 

58,464 

Total 

Rubber  I 

1.723,237 

1,629,635 

Sk1n#.    , . 
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The  only  means  of  transportation  into  the  interior  are  camels, 
mules,  and  donkeys.  The  rate  from  Dirre  Dawa  to  Adis  Ababa 
varies  according  to  demand,  season,  length  of  time  allowed  for  jour- 
ney, and  nature  of  goods.  An  average  would  be  $19.70  for  a  camel 
load  of  500  pounds,  and  $7.30  for  a  mule  load  of  160  to  200  pounds. 
The  journey  by  mule  caravan  occupies  from  fifteen  to  thirty  days, 
and  by  camels  thirty  days  and  upward. 

TRADE   OF  HARRAR. 

The  total  foreim  trade  of  Harrar  for  the  fiscal  year  1908-9  amounted 
to  $1,871,836,  of  which  the  imports  were  valued  at  $876,262  and  the 
exports  at  $995,574.  The  leading  articles  imported  were:  Sheetings 
from  the  United  States,  worth  $255,491 ;  white  tobes  and  footas  (cot- 
ton wearing  apparel),  $80,297;  yam,  $153,295;  salt.  $29,199:  and 
sugar,  $20,439.  The  principal  items  exported  were  as  roUows :  Cfoffee, 
valued  at  $603,835;  skins,  $270,578;  hides,  $36,986;  butter,  $46,719; 
and  ivory,  $12,653. 

The  coffee  shipped  from  Harrar  was  of  two  kinds — the  Harrari, 
which  is  of  superior  quaUty  and  about  the  same  as  Mocha,  and  the 
Abyssinian,  which  grows  wild.  The  exports  of  skins  were  exclusively 
to  the  United  States,  all  being  shipped  by  the  way  of  Aden,  Arabia. 


BELGIAN  KONG^O. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Vice-Consul-Genebal  Milton  B.  Kirk,  Boma. 

The  foreign  trade  (special  commerce)  of  Belgian  Kongo  during  1908 
was  valued  at  $13,501,908,  of  which  the  imports  for  consumption 
amounted  to  $5,131,152,  and  the  exports  of  domestic  products  and 
manufactures  $8^370,756.  The  total  trade  in  1907  amounted  to 
$16,226,778,  the  imports  being  valued  at  $4,860,087  and  the  exports 
$11,366,691. 

The  value  of  the  imports,  by  countries,  in  1908  was  as  follows: 


Country. 


United  States 

Aastria-Hangary 

Belflliim 

British  possessiona  (east  coast  of  Africa) 

Denmark 

Egypt 

France 

Germany 

Italy...: 


Value. 


$14,197 

37,903 

8,80B,577 

14,864 

48,062 

16,788 

204,440 

197,506 

6,119 


Country. 


Netherlands 

Portugal 

Portuguese  possessions  (seacoast) 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

United  Kingdom 

All  other  countries 

Total 


Value. 


$110,739 
45,812 

128,243 
5,622 
11,012 

466,796 
16,453 


5,181,152 
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The  value  of  the  articles  of  unport  entered  for  consumption  during 
1908  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Arms  and  ammunition 

Boats,  machinery,  etc 

Canned  goods 

Cement 

Chemicals,  etc 

Coal  (briquettes) 

Cordage,  nets,  etc 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 
Cloth- 
Bleached 

Unbleached 

Other 

Prints 

Another 

Flour,  starch,  etc 

Instruments,  sdentiflc 

Iron  and  steel,  nuuiufactures  of: 

Hardware,    including    machetes, 
mirrors,  etc 


Value. 


1216, 452 

283,360 

588,453 

21,176 

466,745 

69,753 

7,676 


243,349 
94,856 

149,314 

1,265,196 

09,041 

92,516 

19,906 


284,868 


Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of— Con. 

Locomotives 

Machinery  and  tools 

Rails,  steel 

Sheets,  iron 

Matches 

Paints  and  varnish 


Soap. 
Vehkl 


lies  (wagons). 


Wire  (brass  and  copper) 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 
Furniture- 
Household 

Office  and  fixtures. . 
Wood  and  woodwork. . . 

Wool  cloth 

All  other  articles 


Vataie. 


$4,334 
258,830 
122,145 
22,130 
6,574 
21.454 
30,213 
25,947 
66,791 


41,600 
53,196 
49,188 
530,621 
16,350 


Total 5.131,152 


The  value  of  the  exports  of  domestic  produce,  by  articles,  in  1907 
and  1908  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Cocoa.. 
Coffee-. 
Copal.., 

^^.■. 

Ivory... 


1907. 

1906. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

0203,262 

17,608 

393,303 

4,549 

303.266 

1,238,076 

$180,047 

8.966 

346,120 

23.843 

135.870 

1,145,095 

Nuts,  palm 

OU.pfUm 

$403,151 

291,100 

8,488,609 

23,787 

$336,700 
235.543 

RuDoer 

All  other  articles 

Total 

6,038,707 
10,265 

11,366,691 

8,370,756 

The  imports  of  merchandise  from  the  United  States  can  not  be 
accurately  stated,  as  a  number  of  articles  of  American  origin  are  not 
imported  direct  and  are  thus  accredited  to  other  countries.  The 
imports  for  consumption  from  the  United  States  in  1908  were  valued 
at  $14,197,  the  greater  part  of  which  are  consigned  to  the  American 
mission  here. 

The  annexation  of  this  country  by  Belgium  has  not  affected  trade 
for  the  better.  In  the  lower  Kongo  trade  is  at  a  standstill,  and  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  sign  of  immediate  improvement.  The 
upper  Kongo  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  large  concessionary  companies 
in  which  the  State  is  greatly  interested,  and  there  appears  no  cnance 
in  that  vast  territory  for  independent  trading.  The  freight  rate  on 
the  railroad  and  river  boats  is  very  hi^h.  Above  Stanley  Pool  money 
is  hardly  known.  The  natives  there  have  little  purchasing  power,  as 
they  are  paid  in  trade  goods. 
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BRITISH  T^EST  AFRICA. 
GAMBIA. 

Prepared  in  the  Bureau  of  Manufactures  from  British  Offic?ial  Sources. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  Gambia  in  1908  was  valued  at  $3,722,279. 
a  decrease  of  $432,909  from  the  previous  year.  The  imports  amounted 
to  $1,901,536  and  the  exports  to  $1,820,743  in  1908,  while  the  im- 
ports and  exports  were  valued  at  $2,167,340  and  $1,987,848,  respec- 
tively, in  1907.  The  imports  showed  a  decrease  of  $265,804  and  the 
exports  $167,105. 

The  principal  articles  imported  into  the  colony  during  1907  and 
1908,  respectively,  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908.. 

Cola  nuts 

$194,378 

399,165 

2,443 

349,848 

$103,658 

335,161 

3,153 

183,779 

Salt 

$10,760 
34,202 
22,654 
40,144 

$6,707 
35,207 
43,544 
28,893 

Cotton  goods 

Spirits  and  wine. . ,  . . 

Gonpowder 

Susar 

Ricerr. 

The  decrease  in  imports  was  due  principally  to  the  smaller  receipts 
of  cotton  goods  and  the  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  rice  brought  into 
the  colony.  Of  the  total  imports,  exclusive  or  specie,  53.5  per  cent 
came  from  the  United  Kingdom.  37.5  per  cent  from  France,  4  per  cent 
from  Germany,  and  5  per  cent  rrom  all  other  countries. 

The  leading  articles  of  export  in  1908  were  as  follows:  Groundnuts, 
valued  at  $1,192,702;  hides,  $32,425;  pahn  kernels,  $16,975;  wax, 
$14,775;  and  rubber.  $5,660.  France  was  the  largest  purchaser  of 
Gambia  products,  taking  73.5  per  cent  of  the  total  shipments,  while 
the  United  Kingdom  took  16.5  per  cent,  the  remainder  being  dis- 
tributed among  other  countries. 

A  small  quantity  of  cotton  is  grown  in  the  colony,  which  is  made 
into  native  cloths  known  as  pagns.  The  weaving  is  primitive,  looms 
of  an  ingenious  kind  being  used,  and  the  cloth  woven  is  in  lon^  strips. 
Pottery  is  made  in  the  Upper  River  province.  A  considerable 
amount  of  leather  is  producecl  from  goatskins,  which  are  not  exported, 
but  utilized  by  the  natives  in  making  bags,  slippers,  sandals,  scab- 
bards, saddles,  etc.,  and  the  skillful  manner  in  which  colored  grasses, 
silk,  and  cotton  are  laced  through  the  decorative  portion  of  the 
leather  work  is  most  ingenious. 

The  groundnut  is  the  staple  article  of  cultivation.  They  pay  the 
producer  on  an  average  $20  to  $25  per  acre,  and  beyond  the  sowing 
of  the  seed  and  an  occasional  weeding  give  the  farmer  little  trouble. 
The  government  issued  during  1900  over  500  tons  of  seed  nuts  to  the 
people  for  planting. 
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COMMERCIAL  KELATIONS. 


GOLD  COAST  AND  ASHANTI. 

Prepabbd  in  thb  Bureau  of  Manufactures  from  British  Official  Sources. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  the  colony,  which  comprises  thd  Gold 
Coast,  Ashanti,  and  the  Northern  Temtories,  in  1908  was  valued  at 
$22,165,044,  against  $24,370,794  in  1907,  a  decrease  of  $2,205,750. 
The  imports  in  1908,  including  si>ecie,  amounted  to  $9,876,304  and 
the  exports  to  $12,288,740,  against  imports  of  $11,515,087  and 
exports  of  $12,855,707  in  1907. 

The  imports,  by  countries  of  origin,  in  1907  and  1908  were  as 
follows: 


Country. 

• 

1007. 

1908. 

Country. 

1907. 

1908. 

United  States 

$188,499 

$117,309 

512,691 

273,643 

.      42,090 

1,177,805 

NAth^rifti^df? 

$506,410 

8,556,840 

152,319 

$470,046 

Africa  (foreign) 

329,477 

691,348 

56,160 

1,136,034 

United  Kingdom 

7,183,687 
<n  14a 

British  colonies 

All  other  countries 

Total 

Pranoe 

Ofnnany 

11,615,087 

0,876,304 

WHAT  THE   COLONY   BUYS. 


The  principal  articles  imported  into  the  colony  during  1907  and 
1908  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Ale  and  porter 

Apparel,  wearing 

Beads 

Brass  and  copper  ware 

Breadstuffs: 

Biscuits,  etc , 

Flour 

Building  material 

Carriages  and  carts 

Coal 

Coopers'  stores , 

Cordage 

Cotton,  manuliactures  of: 

TextUes 

Yam  and  twist 

Earthenware 

Gunpowder 

Guns  and  pistols 

Iron  and  steel,  manufao- 
turesof: 

Hardware 

Machinery 

Railway  material,  etc. . 
Oil,  kerosene 


1907. 

1908. 

$38,076 

399,394 

109,842 

19,131 

$48,656 
387,014 
157,572 
28,980 

66,221 
139,605 
158,269 

12,487 
179,481 
127,176 
106,104 

40,557 
181,689 
137,622 

14.697 
157,582 

76,005 
119,132 

2,475,851 
132,115 
37,482 
28,971 
22,435 

2,015,629 
134,155 
47,063 
32,961 
31,272 

263,341 
787,390 
24,649 
133,591 

269,702 

725,489 

9,242 

160,152 

Articles. 


Perfumery 

Provisions: 

Beef  and  pork 

Other 

Rk» 

Salt 

Silk,  manufactures  of 

Soap 

Spirits  and  wine 

Tobacco: 

Manufactured 

Unmanufactured 

Wood,  manuftetures  of: 

Furniture.^ 

Lumber 

Woolen  goods,  including 

vam  and  twist 

All  other  articles. 

Total 

Specie 

Grand  total 


1907.  1906. 


$146,042 

65,386 
428,836 
204,456 

32,031 
246,586 
122,461 
718,213 

67,207 
168,658 

100,756 
160,325 

75,203 
1,630,615 


9,388,466 
2,126,621 


11,615,067 


$124,432 

43,015 
486,713 
271,123 

37.210 
200,011 
137,985 
750,740 

82,041 
172,104 

90,218 
83,736 

73,796 
1,738,166 


9,003,770 
782.534 


9,876,304 


The  import  trade  was  seriously  affected  by  the  outbreak  of  plague 
at  Accra  and  the  consequent  imposition  of  quarantine  measures. 
Cargoes  were  in  some  cases  overcarried,  or  landed  at  ports  other 
than  those  to  which  consi^ed,  involving  costly  delay  aiid  loss  of 
markets.  Other  causes  which  contributed  to  a  decrease  in  imports 
were  the  large  stocks  of  cotton  goods  and  lumber  on  hand  from  1907. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  exports  from  the  colony 
m  the  years  1907  and  1908: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Coooa. 

12,506,681 

383,972 

30,104 

4,701. 

24,985 

824,668 

581,392 

$2,631,905 
410,548 

31,584 
5,699 

23,160 
770,396 
630,383 
378,716 
818,273 

43,278 

BulUon- 

Oold 

$5,667,896 

209 

621,185 

Cola  nuts 

COIHU. 

$5,607,936 
370 

Cotton,  raw 

Silver 

Qum.  oopal 

Specie 

936,392 

Grand  total 

Oil,  palm 

12,855,707 

12,288,740 

Palm  kernels 

Rubber 

496,517 
1,621,129 

All  other  articles 

93,268 

Total 

6,566,417 

5,744,042 

The  quantity  of  cocoa  exported  rose  from  20,956,400  pounds  in 
1907  to  28,545,910  pounds  in  1908,  or  more  than  36  per  cent,  yet 
the  increase  in  value  of  shipments  was  only  about  5  per  cent.  The 
production  of  cocoa  is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  native  farmers, 
and  it  is  therefore  impossible  to  estimate  the  area  of  land  imder 
cultivation.  During  tne  year  12,357  seedlings  and  a  number  of 
pods  for  seeding  purposes  were  distributed  from  the  various  agri- 
cultural stations.  The  quantity  of  rubber  exported  fell  from 
3,549,548  pounds  in  1907  to  1,773,248  poimds  in  1908,  due  to  the 
low  prices  ruling  in  England.  The  number  of  seedlii^  distributed 
during  the  year  was  28,686,  besides  1,973,020  seeds.  The  output  of 
cola  nuts  during  1908  surpassed  all  previous  records.  It  is  exported 
chiefly  by  Mohammedans  to  southern  Nigeria  for  conveyance  to  the 
reacheis  of  the  river  Niger.  Oil-palm  products,  which  were  formerly 
the  principal  articles  of  export  from  the  colony,  have  had  to  yield  to 
cocoa,  because  of  ^eater  returns  in  proportion  to  the  labor  expended. 

There  are  practically  no  manufactories  in  the  Gold  Coast  Colony 
or  Ashanti,  the  only  ones  being  a  cement,  brick,  and  tile  factory,  and 
an  aerated  water  factory  at  Cape  Coast.  A  certain  amoimt  of  cotton 
cloth  of  good  quality  is  woven  by  primitive  methods  in  the  colony, 
Ashanti,  and  Northern  Territories,  and  baskets,  pots,  fishing  nets, 
canoes,  and  various  household  utensils  are  made  by  tne  natives  for 
their  own  use. 

The  fisheries  of  Gold  Coast  employ  a  number  of  natives  and  over 
5,000  canoes,  but  no  means  exist  of  ascertaining  the  quantity  or 
value  of  the  catch.  No  fishing  ever  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  however 
favorable  the  climatic  conditions.  The  day  is  sacred  to  the  fetish  of 
the  sea,  and  is  devoted  to  the  overhauling  and  repairing  of  nets. 
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SIERRA  LEONE. 

Pkepabed  from  a  Report  furnished  by  Consul  William  J.  Yerbt,  Sierra 
Leone,  and  from  British  Official  Sources. 

Trade  in  Sierra  Leone  during  1908  suffered  a  decline  and  at  the 
close  of  the  year  there  was  a  shortage  of  $146,787  in  the  customs 
revenues.  Tnere  being  no  industries  in  the  country  manufacturing 
goods  for  export,  the  Government  is  dependent  almost  solely  upon  the 
customs  revenue  for  its  upkeep.  This  depression  of  the  trade  of 
the  colony  is  manifested  in  the  very  large  falling  off  in  the  volxmie 
and  value  of  its  imports  and  exports,  which  was  caused  by  the  steady 
and  continuous  decline  of  the  prices  in  European  markets  for  the 
principal  articles  exported,  especially  palm  oil  and  kernels. 

The  total  value  of  imports  in  1908  was  $3,552,243,  against 
$4,210,443  in  1907.  There  had  been  a  steady  increase  from  1904  to 
1908  in  the  imports  of  apparel,  cotton  goods,  haberdashery,  hard- 
ware, kerosene,  lumber,  provisions,  spirits,  sugar,  and  unmanuiactured 
tobacco.  However,  during  1908  there  was  a  falhng  off  in  volume 
in  each  of  these  imports,  though  a  slight  increase  in  the  value  of  the 
kerosene,  spirits,  and  unmanuractured  tobacco.  In  the  imports  of 
cottons  there  was  a  decrease  in  value, of  $129,302^  while  unmanufac- 
tured tobacco  decreased  113  tons  in  volume  but  mcreased  $7,152  in 
value.  The  decrease  in  the  imports  of  flour  was  252  tons  in  weight 
and  $10,445  in  value.  The  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  lumber 
imported  was  $61,868,  and  imports  of  ale  and  porter,  liqueurs,  spirits, 
and  wines  declined  $61,233.  The  general  decrease  during  the  last 
five  months  of  the  year  is  partially  explained  by  an  increase  in 
August  in  the  duty  on  spirits.  There  was  a  decrease  in  the  exports 
of  palm  oil  of  126,360  gallons  in  quantity  and  $71,530  in  value,  and 
a  decrease  of  1,221  tons  in  weight  and  $559,057  in  value  in  the  exports 
of  palm  kernels.  There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  exports  of  ginger, 
piassava,  and  native  rice,  but  the  amounts  have  little  bearing  upon 
the  general  trade  of  the  country. 

DISTRIBUTION   OP  TRADE. 

Of  the  import  trade  in  1908,  the  United  Kingdom  furnished  70.16 
per  cent;  Germany  11.45  per  cent,  and  all  other  countries  18.39  per 
cent.  The  direct  imports  from  the  United  States  during  1908 
amoimted  to  $115,738,  or  $37,747  less  than  in  1907.  This  is  a  little 
more  than  3  per  cent  of  the  import  trade  of  the  colony  in  1908. 
There  were  no  direct  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908. 

These  fibres,  however,  do  not  show  the  true  condition  of  trade 
between  Sierra  Leone  and  the  United  States,  as  many  goods  of 
American  origin,  in  transit  through  Liverpool,  are  recorded  in  the 
statistics  as  imported  from  the  Umted  Kingdom.  The  imports  into 
and  exports  from  Sierra  Leone,  by  principal  articles,  are  shown  in 
the  table  on  page  731. 
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Articles. 


Vahie. 


Articles. 


Value. 


IMPORTS. 

A]iparel 

Beads. 

Boots  and  shoes 

Breadstufls: 

Biscuits  and  crackers 

Fkmr 

Cement 

Cotton  goods 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Glassware 

Haberdashery 

Hats  and  caps 

Iron  and  steel,  mannfartures  of: 

Hardware 

Pots,  iron 

Sheets  for  roofing 

Oil.  kerosene 

Perfumery 

Provisions: 

Bacon  and  hams 

Butter 

Lard 

Salt 

Soap 

Spirits  and  liqueurs: 

Geneva 

Rum 

Whisky 


$71,267 
30,105 
26,436 

13,987 
71,554 
26,689 
1,191,054 
22,916 
6,543 
83,483 
50,912 

112,406 
18,487 
13,865 
50,251 
30,504 

8.266 
22,184 
15,519 
71,598 
16,006 

106,860 
66,439 
25,736 


IMPORTS— continued. 

Su»r 

Tobacco,  and  manuliictures  of: 

Raw 

Manufactured,  including  cigars. 
Wood,  manufactures  of: 

Furniture 

Lumber 

All  other  articles 

Total 

EXPORTS. 

Ginger 

Gum,  copal 

Hides 

Nuts: 

Cola. 

Palm  (kernels) , 

Oil,  palm , 

Piassava 

Rice 

Rubber 

Seeds,  benne 

All  other  articles 

Total 


$31,073 

246,514 
23,639 

17,626 

29,677 

1,061,647 


3,552.243 


57,762 
24,072 
11,686 

529,774 

1,619,495 

177,334 

41,975 

36,067 

45,595 

9,234 

290,937 


2,842,911 


AGRICJTLTURAL  DEVELOPMENT. 

Progress  in  the  agricultural  development  of  Sierra  Leone  is  impeded 
by  the  absence  of  a  properiy  organized  department  to  look  after  the 
farming  interests.  However,  through  the  efforts  of  the  Government, 
there  has  been  considerable  interest  taken  in  agriculture.  At  the 
experiment  farms  at  Yamadu  and  Batkann  it  has  been  shown  that  by 
deep  hoeing  and  rotation  of  crops,  rice  can  be  obtained  without  letting 
the  land  go  back  into  bush.  At  Kennema  a  nursery  for  rubber  ana 
cocao  has  been  established  with  satisfactory  results.  Cola  planta- 
tions of  5  and  10  acres  have  been  established  at  Mano  and  Moyamba 
by  the  different  chiefs.  These  plantations  are  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Government.  One-half  of  the  nuts  goes  to  the  natives;  the 
other  half  to  the  Government,  which  uses  its  share  for  planting  in  the 
cola  district.  The  cultivation  of  ginger  affords  another  example  of 
the  difficulty  of  effecting  improvements  in  agriculture  in  the  absence 
of  a  department.  It  is  essential  to  the  quality  of  the  ginger  that  it  be 
kept  dry.  Owing  to  carelessness,  the  natives  often  let  it  get  moldy, 
in  conseauence  or  which  it  has  brought  in  the  European  market  only 
one-third  the  price  obtained  for  ginger  from  the  West  Indies. 

Several  kinds  of  rice  are  crown  in  the  colony  and  in  time  a  con- 
siderable export  trade  should  be  worked  up  ¥dth  other  parts  of  West 
Africa. 
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BRITISH    SOUTH    AFRICA. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul-Genebal  Julius  G.  Lay,  Cape  Town. 

Trade  in  British  South  Africa  during  1908  was  unsatisfactory.  The 
total  imports  declined  $10,154,443,  from  $137,670,637  in  1907  to 
$127,516,194  in  1908.  Exports  also  dropped  from  $235,501,507  to 
$223,259,028.  These  fibres  show  that  tnere  has  been  no  recovery 
from  the  serious  depression  from  which  the  country  has  suffered  dur- 
ing the  past  five  years,  due  to  the  Boer  war,  the  excessive  inflation 
and  importation  of  goods  which  followed  the  close  of  the  war,  aggra- 
vated by  the  effects  on  the  market  of  sales  of  surplus  war  stores,  and 
the  influence  of  the  general  depression  which  prevailed  for  the  past 
two  years  in  Europe  and  America,  and  which  had  a  speciallv  injurious 
effect  on  the  export  business  of  South  Africa  on  account  of  the  check 
to  the  diamond  industry. 

Unsatisfactory  as  are  the  trade  returns  for  1908,  there  are  strong 
indications  that  the  lowest  point  has  been  reached,  and  that  an  early 
revival  may  be  confidently  expected.  In  fact,  every  colony  in  South 
Africa  is  already  enjoying  prosperity  except  Cape  Colony,  where  busi- 
ness is  more  or  less  at  a  stanostill,  but  the  Cape  is  bound  to  benefit 
sooner  or  later  from  improved  conditions  in  the  inland  colonies.  The 
improvement  in  business  in  Europe  and  America  during  the  latter 
part  of  1908  has  already  had  a  beneficial  effect  on  trade  conditions 
m  South  Africa.    The  diamond  industry  is  slowly  reviving  and  better 

E rices  are  being  obtained  for  other  articles  exported.  Agriculturists 
ave  had  a  good  season,  with  the  result  that  many  food  products 
formerly  imported  are  now  produced  in  the  country,  and  com  and 
oats  have  been  exported. 

INCREASED   GOLD  AND   COAL   EXPORTS. 

The  gold  output  was  again  larger  than  in  aiiy  previous  year. 
Amalgamations  and  substantial  reductions  in  workir^  costs  have  been 
effected,  which  have  made  it  possible  to  work  properties  formerly 
regarded  as  unprofitable  and  increase  the  dividends  on  others,  whicn 
has  tended  to  restore  confidence  and  further  encourage  foreign 
investment  in  the  gold-mining  industry.  This  enormous  indust^, 
which  produces  one- third  of  the  gold  output  of  the  world,  will,  in  1909, 
it  is  estimated  by  the  chairman  of  the  Chamber  of  Mines,  crush  from 
3,250,000  to  3,500,000  tons  of  rock  more  than  during  1908,  while  new 
equipment  is  planned  to  the  extent  of  1,525  stamps  and  64  tube  mills. 
In  1910.  the  cnairman  estimates  that  the  quantity  of  rock  put  through 
the  mills  will  be  even  greater  than  ever.  This  means  not  only  an 
immense  increase  in  the  gold  output,  but  an  increase  of  probably 
$15,000,000  in  the  demand  for  stores  required  for  the  mines,  already 
amounting  yearly  to  between  $35,000,000  and  $40,000,000. 

Natal  increased  her  export  of  coal  as  cargo  from  334,722  tons  in 
1907  to  451,109  tons  in  1908,  and  as  bunker  coal  from  669,970  tons 
in  1907  to  709,974  tons  in  1908.  The  total  exports  of  coal  amounted 
to  1,161,083  tons  in  1908  as  compared  with  1,004,692  tons  the  year 
before. 
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UNION   OF   SOUTH   AFRICAN   COLONIES. 

The  union  of  the  colonies  of  British  South  Africa,  which  has  been 
so  necessaiy  to  the  political  and  commercial  welfare  of  its  people,  is 
now  regarded  as  an  accomplished  fact.  South  Africans  hope  that 
this  union  will  give  them  a  general  uniform  customs  tariff  and  oblit- 
erate the  artificial  divisions  between  the  colonies.  One  of  the  dele- 
gates to  the  closer  union  convention  summed  up  the  situation  as 
follows:  *^The  inevitable  result  of  the  adoption  of  a  closer  union  will 
be  cheaper  money,  more  population,  more  people  to  consume  the 
products  of  workshop  and  farm,  more  development."  All  the  per- 
manent benefits  from  union  may  not  be  felt  for  several  years,  as  capi- 
talists may  not  venture  to  invest  in  enterprises  in  South  Africa  until 
the  questions  of  tariff  and  railway  rates  are  settled,  but  there  is 
already  a  better  spirit  of  confidence  evident  among  the  people  that 
augurs  well  for  the  future.  The  returns  for  the  first  three  months  of 
1909  were  exceedingly  encouraging.  The  imports  into  the  Transvaal 
alone  during  this  period  showed  an  increase  of  $3,250,000,  owing  to 
the  influence  of  the  recent  great  development  in  the  mining  industry. 
Specie  in  large  quantities  is  beginning  to  flow  into  the  country, 
amounting  in  the  first  three  months  to  $3,130,478,  or  $1,459,950  m 
excess  of  last  year. 

IMPORT  TRADE   DECLINES. 

The  import  trade,  which  is  the  most  important  feature  of  the 
South  Afncan  commercial  situation  to  American  manufacturers,  was 
in  1908  again  more  unsatisfactory  than  during  the  previous  year. 
The  value  of  the  imports  during  1908,  including  merchandise,  specie, 
and  imports  for  tne  South  African  governments,  amounted  to 
$127,516,194,  against  $137,670,637  durmg  1907,  or  a  decrease  of 
$10,154,443.  This  decrease  was  due  chiefly  to  increased  local  pro- 
duction of  foodstuffs  and  miscellaneous  articles  that  were  formerly 
imported.  About  50  per  cent  of  the  falling  off  can  be  accounted 
for  in  this  way,  and  tne  remainder  may  be  attributed  to  retrench- 
ment of  government  and  mercantile  staffs  and  the  reduced  spending 
power  of  the  population. 

The  principal  decreases  in  imports  of  foodstuffs  were  in  condensed 
milk,  fruit,  meat,  and  cheese.  Only  $2,252,449  worth  of  meat  was 
imported  in  1908,  as  compared  with  $4,420,787  in  1907,  and,  with  the 
increasing  herds  of  cattle,  meat  will  in  a  few  years  probably  be 
exported  instead  of  imported.  No  less  than  $5,500,000  worth  of 
foodstuffs  are  imported  to-day  that  could  be  produced  in  South 
Africa,  but,  as  in  the  case  of  meat,  while  these  figures  will  be  gradually 
reduced  each  year.  South  Africa  will  depend  for  some  time  on  other 
countries  for  a  great  deal  of  her  food.  Domestic  candles,  cement, 
canned  and  dried  fruits,  furniture,  saddlery,  harness,  common  soap, 
oatmeal,  confectionery,  vehicles,  and  a  few  minor  articles  are  now 
rapidly  displacing  the  imports,  but  South  Africa  manufactures 
-practically  nothing  else  that  she  consumes. 

The  increased  local  production  of  foodstuffs  will  seriously  affect 
the  Argentine  and  Australian  fresh-meat  and  the  United  States 
canned-fruit  and  meat  trade,  but  it  will  strengthen  the  purchasing 
power  of  the  farmers,  and  while  imports  of  food  should  decrease,  the 
demand  for  implements  necessary  to  produce  it  should  increase. 
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The  decline  in  imports  of  mining  machinery  during  1908  was  due 
entirely  to  the  slump  in  diamonds  from  Kimberley,  for  the  mining 
industry  in  the  Transvaal  has  expanded  enormously.  Cape  Colony's 
imports  of  machinery  used  in  mining  declined  from  $1,809,408  in  1907 
to  $870,465  in  1908,  while  the  Transvaal's  imports  rose  in  the  same 
period  from  $2,413,876  to  $3,030,777. 

Government  stores  were  imported  to  the  value  of  $4,013,281  during 
1908,  all  but  $423,386  coming  from  the  British  Empire.  Of  this, 
amount  the  United  States  supplied  only  $291,990,  chiefly  kerosene 
and  lumber.  In  all  contracts  for  these  stores  the  South  African 
governments  allow  a  preference  of  10  pjer  cent  to  British-made  goods, 
which  practically  excludes  all  American  articles  except  noncom- 
petitive. An  order  was  recently  given,  however,  to  a  Kussian  firm 
for  rails  for  Cape  Colony  railways. 

MERCHANDISE   IMPORTS   BY  COUNTRIES. 

In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  value  of  imports  of  merchandise, 
not  including  specie  and  government  stores,  into  British  South 
Africa,  by  countries,  during  1907  and  1908: 


Country. 

1907. 

1906. 

Country. 

1907. 

I80S. 

British  Empfro: 

United  Kingdom.... 
Dominion  of  Canada. 
British  India 

$71,890,152 

1,927.628 

3,876,688 

686.980 

39,601 

72,764 

9,400,131 

346,860 

1.846,997 

38.614 

11.436 

81,644 

$66,872,012 

2,066,249 

3,672,286 

700,780 

34.401 

60.300 

7.976.144 

642,152 

1,399,804 

38,5^7 

63,945 

99.880 

Foreign  countries— Cont. 

l^therlands 

DutchEastlndies 
Norway 

$1,740,372 
257,806 
528,400 
168,006 
34,648 

317,826 

1.879 

141.143 

186.732 

7,047 

1,526,935 

4n.428 

150,088 

244.265 

189,3M 

36.606 

240,946 

58,318 

122,366 

2,240,118 

1.457,332 

938,848 

42.308 

135,957 

$1,780,906 

258.581 

516.457 

168,434 

24.775 

238,708 

4,413 
147,069 

Ceylon 

Portugal 

Hongkong 

Madeira 

Portuguese  Bast 

Africa 

Portuguese  West 

Africa 

Russia 

Straits  SetUements.. 
Australia 

New  Zealand 

Mauritius 

British  West  Indies. 

Spain 

171.232 

desia 

Canary  Islands.. 
Sweden 

7.876 

1,761,816 

445,552 

132.217 

155  3M 

Other  parts  of  Brit- 

Switieriand 

Turkey 

Total 

90,116,996 

83,505,470 

China.....  ' .".    . 

188,316 
22.863 

Forelen  countries: 

l^ted  States 

9,877.730 

26,739 

619,671 

1,404,978 

164,672 

2,183,019 

9,623.961 

25.319 

8,186 
83,266 
666.764 

9,774,822 

18,614 

686,218 

1.396,320 

96,278 

1.927,932 

10.386,381 

18,482 

127,847 

76,073 

699.948 

Persia". .!!!'.!!!!]!.'. 

Rfam  . 

116,398 

Philippine     Is- 

Eevnt 

30.312 
110, 23S 

csff. :::::::::::::: 

Austria-Hungary 

Argentina 

1.207.18J 

1,644,001 

«K.«4 

67,896 

Bel^um 1..'. 

Brazil 

Denmark 

Chile 

Fran«> 

Urugxiay .   . 

Germany 

Other  fdreign  coun- 
tries  

German  East 

186,289 

Africa 

Total 

German  South- 

35,812,443 

35.423,390 

west  Africa 

Grand  total 

126,029.438 

118,828,850 

Italy 

OERMANT'S   SHARE   INCREASES. 

The  United  Kingdom  supplied  56.2  per  cent  of  the  merchandise 
imported  into  British  South  Africa  in  1908;  Germany,  8.7  per  cent; 
the  United  States,  8.2  per  cent;  Austraha,  6.7  per  cent;  British 
India,  3.1  per  cent;  and  Canada,  Mauritius,  Belgium,  France, 
Netherlands,  Sweden,  Argentina,  and  Brazil,  each  between  1  and  2 
per  cent. 

Germany's  increase  was  due  to  the  large  imports  of  electrical 
machinery  and  plant  for  the  Victoria  Falls  Electnc  Power  Company 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFRICA:   BRITISH   SOUTH  AFRICA.  735 

at  Johannesburg,  the  capital  for  which  was  obtained  in  Germany  upon 
condition  that  this  plant  be  purchased  in  that  country,  after  the 
promoters  had  failed  to  finance  the  enterprise  in  England.  This 
mcrease  in  Germany's  share  of  the  trade  of  South  Africa,  which 
places  it  ahead  of  the  United  States,  was  due  rather  to  the  enterprise 
of  German  bankers  than  to  the  efforts  of  the  merchants.  The  increase 
in  Swedish  trade  was  due  largely  to  the  development  of  the  dairying 
industry  in  South  Africa,  in  wmch  Swedish  dairy  appliances  prmci- 
pally  are  used.  ^        • 

In  commenting  on  Germany's  improved  commercial  position,  the 
British  and  Soutn  African  Export  Gazette  for  June,  1908,  says: 

Fully  half  the  purchases  b>[  South  Africa  from  the  United  States  are  of  a  character 
distinctly  noncompetitive  with  goods  from  the  United  Kingdom.  So  far  as  South 
Africa  is  concerned^  America,  almost  equally  with  Great  Britain,  is  losing  trade  to 
Germany,  a  feet  which  affects  especially  electrical,  mining,  and  industrial  machinery, 
hardware,  and  textiles,  while  in  regard  to  foodstuffs  the  products  of  the  United  States 
are  being  gradually  superseded  by  grain  and  flour  from  Australia  and  Canada. 
Germany  is  the  only  really  aggressive  rival  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  South  Africa 
in  purely  competitive  articles.  Since  1904,  the  American  share  fluctuates,  but  that 
of  Germany  shows  uninterrupted  progress. 

As  an  evidence  of  how  highly  South  Africa's  import  trade  is 
regarded  by  foreim  countries,  Germany,  besides  her  consulates  with 
well-equipped  staSs  estabUshed  at  the  more  important  towns,  has  a 
special  commercial  attach6  in  the  country.  Canada's  commercial 
interests  are  represented  by  trade  commissioners  at  Durban  and  Cape 
Town,  and  the  United  Kingdom  has  recently  appointed  an  energetic 
trade  commissioner  with  headquarters  at  Cape  Town,  who  is  con- 
stantly traveling  through  the  country  and  who  has  assistants  at  all 
important  conmiercial  centers;  and  other  countries  are  making  every 
effort  to  secure  larger  shares  in  this  market. 

The  Elder  Dempster  Line,  running  from  Canada  to  South  Africa, 
has  offered  free  passage  to  South  Africa  to  Canadian  merchants  and 
travelers,  and,  in  order  to  obtain  return  freights,  offers  to  take  sam- 
pie  shipments  of  South  African  produce  to  Canada  and  market  them, 
charging  freight  only  when  such  produce  is  sold. 

IMPORTS   FROM   THE   UNFTED   STATES. 

The  imports  of  merchandise,  exclusive  of  government  stores  and 
specie,  from  the  United  States  into  British  South  Africa  declined 
from  $9,877,730  m  1907  to  $9,774,822  in  1908.  Cape  Colony  bought 
more  than  anv  other  State,  its  purchases  amounting  in  1908  tct 
$5,549,119,  including  goods  in  transit;  Transvaal,  $4,255,272;  Orange 
River  Colony,  $712,066.  Although  the  imports  into  South  Africa 
dropped  durmg  1908,  the  share  of  imports  from  the  United  States 
increased  from  7.8  per  cent  in  1907  to  8.2  the  next  year,  which  would 
seem  to  indicate  without  a  further  analysis  of  the  figures  that  Ameri- 
can merchants  generally  were  advancing  their  position  in  respect  to 
other  countries  m  competitive  articles.  Unfortunately,  such  a  con- 
clusion can  not  be  drawn.  The  increase  in  the  share  of  the  United 
States  was  due  to  the  increased  imports  of  kerosene  oil — an  increase 
not  occasioned  by  an  enlarged  demand  but  to  replenish  stocks  in  Cape 
Colony,  The  returns  for  the  first  three  months  of  1909  paint  a  gloomy 
picture  of  American  trade  in  South  Africa.  Although  imports 
increased  as  compared  with  1907,  the  United  States'  share  dropped 
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during  that  period  from  8.3  to  8.1  per  cent,  while  that  of  Sweden 
rose  from  1.7  to  1.8,  Germany  from  7.2  to  9.3,  Great  Britain  from  54.3 
to  57.3,  and  Belgium  from  1  to  1.4  per  cent. 


IMPORTS   BY  ARTICLES. 


The  following  table  gives  the  principal  imports  of  merchandise 
into  South  Africa  and  the  imports  from  tne  United  States  during  1907 
and  1908: 


Articles. 


Ale,  beer,  and  stout 

Animals 

Apparel  and  slops. 

Arms  and  ammunition 

Bap,  not  leather  or  paper 

Blacking 

Boats  and  launches 

Books  and  other  printed  matter — 
Breadstufls: 

Barley 

Com 

Flour- 
Wheat,  and  wheaten  meal. . 
Com 

Oatmefil 

Wheat 

Other 

Brush  ware 

Candles 

Canvas  and  duck 

Caoutchouc,  and  manufactures  of... 
Cars,  carriages,  etc.,  and  parts: 

Axles,  springs,  etc 

Bicydes  ana  tricycles 

Carriages,  carts,  etc 

Cars- 
Motor 

Power  lorries 

Railway 

Street 

Motorcycles 

Other 

Cement. 


Chemicals,  drugs,  etc.. 
Clocks  and  watches . . . 


Coffee. 

Confectionery 

Cordage,  rope,  twine,  etc. 
Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Blankets  and  rugs 

Hosiery 

Piece  goods 

Waste 

Wick 


Eegs 

Electrical  material: 

Cable  and  wire 

FitUngs,  including  posts. 
Extracts  and  essences 


Explosives 

Feit. 

Fish,  preserved 

Fruits  and  nuts: 
Fruit- 
Dried 

Canned,  etc 

Nuts- 
Ground 

Other 

Glass  bottles  and  jars. 

Grease,  antifriction 

Ink 

Instruments: 

Musical,  and  accessories. , 

SurglcaL 

Other,  including  optical. . 


Total 


1296,102 

507,389 

7,603,901 

1,040,019 

1,448,582 

138,310 

10,312 

1,784,963 

38,600 
21,646 

3,016,120 
52,679 
338,012 
4,059,089 
18,528 
240,512 
819,971 
205,410 
96,818 

147,557 
594,262 
150,150 

513,337 
13,042 
534,239 
129,317 
58,641 
123,098 
561,759 

3,210,936 
193,248 

1,821,477 
641,223 
198,187 

1,184,501 

1.443,004 

4,896,499 

87,850 

28,215 

342,003 

361,357 
371,348 

78,170 
1,061,544 

22,502 
660,174 


213,296 
126, 178 

47,190 
15,582 
307,606 
190,002 
55,321 

532,745 
61,760 
36.751 


United 
States. 


14 

62,033 
161,305 

23,968 
6,409 
5,961 
1,873 

34,532 

14 
793 

300.438 
35,126 
18,096 
96,585 
6,315 
39,550 
29,778 
8,891 
7,012 

10,282 

4,170 

91,164 

6,788 
681 
408 

1,897 


43,039 


218,462 

38,781 

1,649 

17,689 

28,380 

379 

25,845 

6,462 

1,124 

165 

10,374 

8,477 
40,800 

1,386 

68 

13,002 

84,195 


50,300 
44,577 

7,114 

525 

40,688 

52,280 

1,016 

49,958 
6,667 
2,116 


Total. 


1201.784 

;i.'M.  127 

7,  7%.  292 

1.01').;^ 
1.J42.441 

9,475 
1,612,641 

15,524 
95,866 

3,331.912 

45,390 

270,222 

4,194,251 

5,274 

213,615 

645,322 

146,705 

135,078 

135,215 
573,945 
141,820 

417,944 

6.360 

161,966 

41,735 

52,465 

68,349 

398,220 

3,375,204 

182,586 

1,865,202 

561,268 

197,486 

1,351,076 
1,649,986 
5,150,265 

109,535 
31,058 

244,449 

541,160 
473,748 

69,264 
1,074,317 

28,858 
666,880 


161,368 
76,613 

70,067 
14,341 
280,289 
199,263 
51,472 

476,230 
54,568 
46,100 


United 

States. 


$73 
11,129 
138,826 
13,820 
7,528 
4.413 
832 
83,535 


194 

346,236 

30,639 

43,633 

648,884 

19S 

25,704 

5,476 

11,640 

21,334 

14,146 

3,163 

06,755 

5,854 


467 

1,873 

102 

23,899 


199,482 
36,892 
491 
11,823 
26,678 

175 

38,693 

7,690 

219 

141 


4,180 
46,747 

1,017 

4 

14,857 

76,593 


24,610 
20,166 

10,730 

34 

28,994 

67,225 

1,406 

41,681 
7,178 
4,29i 
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Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  manuiEactures  of: 

Bar,  block,  Ingot,  etc 

Cash  registers 

Girders,  beams,  and  columns 

Hardware  and  cutlery , 

Hoop 

Implements,  agricultural 

Machinery- 
Agricultural 

Cranes  and  elevators 

Electrical , 

Engines,  fire , 

Locomotives 

Manufacturing  pmposes 

Mining 

Printing  and  bookbinding 

Presses,  wool  and  hay 

Sawing 

Sewing 

Water^boring 

Other,  and  parts 

Nails  and  screws 

Plate  and  sheet 

Picks  and  hoes,  Kaffir 

Ralls 

Standards,  fencing 

Stoves 

Tanks 

Tools. 

Typewriters  and  accessories 

Wire,  fencing 

Lamps  and  lamp  ware 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Saddlery  and  harness 

Other— 

Manufiactured 

Unmanufactured 

Oils: 

Cotton-seed 

Engine  and  machine 

Lard 

Mineral 

Salad 

Other 

Packing  for  engines,  etc 

Paints 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of: 

Bags 

Cards,  playing 

Printing 

WaU 

Wrapping 

Perfumery 

Photographic  material 

Pickles  and  sauces 

Provisions: 

Dairy  products— 

Butter 

Milk,  condensed 

Meat  products- 
Bacon  and  hams 

Beef. 

Drippings  and  fiats 

Game ?". 

Lard 

Margarin 

Meats- 
Salted  or  cured,  n.  e.  s 

Tinned,  etc 

Pork 

Poultry 

Stearin 

Tallow 

Raflway  materials  n.  e.  s 

Resin 

Seeds 

Sheep  dip 

Shoemakers'  materials,  not  leather 

X8077-K;  R  1908— VOL  2 47 


1907. 


1906. 


Total. 

United 
States. 

Total. 

United 
States. 

f750,008 

$189 

1004,166 

19,961 

32,274 

31,072 

7,109 

6,895 

156,852 

22.497 

248,619 

36,966 

2,165,918 

233,562 

1,920,800 

195,973 

44,231 

1,781 

34,199 

1,637 

1,042,350 

485,516 

913,656 

410,221 

457,786 

165,611 

362.943 

121,650 

129,628 

15, 164 

74,978 

12,331 

760, 152 

166,276 

1,307,424 

176,819 

87,027 

15,144 

34,016 

6,063 

70,369 

700 

61,794 

18,361 

761,962 

58,237 

476,663 

40,810 

3,765,011 

664,136 

3,480,452 

478,814 

90,823 

28,264 

78,501 

16,434 

23,252 

14,477 

17,801 

9,810 

14,594 

1,581 

13,061 

1,250 

173,836 

4,360 

176,976 

6,272 

645,867 

285,936 

670,860 

283,643 

1,594,085 

121,793 

1,500,069 

106,792 

203,264 

25,047 

179,758 

18,793 

2,007,430 

39,923 

1,655,787 

125,316 

49,093 

1,143 

47,740 

1,446 

355,606 

19, 114 

270,727 

11.694 

281,011 

1,761 

196,022 

24 

229,611 

60,583 

163,251 

66,222 

123,920 

184 

29,933 

350 

198,003 

86,810 

210,880 

101,656 

58,140 

49,404 

69,926 

61,926 

836,741 

431,278 

775,467 

324,469 

160,326 

33,019 

151,844 

27,624 

4,428,763 

114,104 

4,485:428 

154,126 

203,205 

2,744 

163,567 

1,956 

302,749 

5,808 

286,787 

5,416 

784,226 

70,886 

588,139 

43,593 

76,204 

63,882 

99,673 

84,978 

402,323 

296,335 

418,592 

317,076 

29,456 

28.532 

19,400 

18.327 

991,339 

905.888 

1.358,142 

1,288.006 

83,883 

25,001 

79,139 

22,492 

23,845 

9,397 

19,666 

4,691 

155.620 

44,348 

147.025 

56.514 

678,100 

128,732 

492,075 

101,703 

120.825 

16,234 

124,392 

14,463 

12,297 

5,907 

17,668 

11,300 

549,442 

3,747 

663,606 

2,871 

123,380 

238 

132,402 
233,149 

196,178 

1,581 

1.090 

141,464 

18,463 

151,446 

19,981 

181,155 

38,007 

155,782 

31,622 

163,129 

8,010 

132,519 

5,177 

1,719,431 

374 

1.861,991 

63 

2,087,499 

178,060 

1,671.134 

87,343 

1,100,357 

4,837 

902,356 

9,302 

1,806,815 

491,663 

36,065 

16,766 

39,637 

17,134 

13, 747 

4,180 
207,517 

238,842 

200,168 

168,916 

113,613 

691 

117,350 

374 

11,197 

4,156 

10,312 

5.971 

401,296 

231.893 

372,223 

218.588 

72,754 

13,178 

8,803 

8.024 

150,311 

1.455 

60.719 

4.379 

31,749 

7,406 

41,764 

7,961 

72,248 

316 

106,036 

24 

202,757 

583 

71,216 

150 

23,733 

23,354 

23,466 

21,787 

145,595 

6.501 

131,629 

3,708 

466,579 

27,685 

356.699 

65,813 

61,921 

rwtn 

82,905 

1,221 
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Articles. 


Silver  plate  and  plated  ware 

Soap 

Sporting  goods 

Tar 

Tin,  plate  and  sheet 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures  of. 

Toys  and  foncy  goods 

Vegetables: 

Beans  and  peas 

Other,  tinned,  etc 

Wax 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Boxes 

Furniture  and  cabinetware— 

Bedsteads 

School  and  church  furniture 

Other 

Houses  and  frames 

Planed  and  grooved 

Sleepers,  railway 

Staves 

Other- 

ManuCactured 

Unmannfftctured 


1907. 


Total. 


$496,465 
1,090,900 
296,223 
100,507 
27,437 
110,527 
779,013 
357,094 

141,551 
145,615 
981,046 

195,424 

192,071 

111,652 

1,037,955 

183.165 

572.884 

74.837 

43,156 

224.696 
1,472.655 


United 
States. 


$18,225 

37,812 

8,696 

1,932 


163,278 
8,350 

6,418 

17,996 

635,637 

3,163 

2,413 

18,097 
18,358 
70,603 
83,808 
15,718 
25,262 

72,403 
506,914 


1908. 


Total. 


$425,736 
1,094.767 
291,260 
111,963 
32,303 
98,244 
741,731 
367,230 

144,583 
107,004 
884,417 

225,732 

171,763 
53,507 
815,012 
164,137 
515.844 
58,641 
42,834 

191,734 
1,478,573 


United 
States. 


$5,294 
45,744 
11,061 
2,321 


197,335 
10,258 

4,141 

9,825 

370, 6C2 

2,034 

2,087 
11,528 
88,131 
57,823 
84,718 


38,807 

63,940 
440,203 


WHEAT,    FLOUR,    AND   OATMEAL. 

Many  of  the  principal  articles  imported  into  South  Africa  varied  in 
their  source  of  supply;  from  one  country  to  another  during  1908,  show- 
ing that  the  competitive  trade  in  some  articles  lost  by  the  United 
States  was  captured  by  other  countries,  and  vice  versa.  While  the 
share  of  the  United  States  in  the  total  imports  of  flour  and  wheaten 
meal  rose  from  9.9  to  10.3  per  cent,  imports  from  Canada  increased 
from  $870,850  in  1907  to  $925,720  in  1908,  and  from  Australia  from 
$1,801,826  to  $2,055,021.  Bakers  are  learning  that  they  can  make 
better  bread,  give  better  satisfaction,  and  get  more  profit  by  using 
American  and  Canadian  hard-wheat  flour  in  mixture  with  the  so^ 
AustraUan  and  African  grown  flour.  Imports  of  Canadian  wheat 
increased  from  $25,150  in  1907  to  $232,945  m  1908,  Australian  wheat 
decUned  from  $3,379,818  to  $2,798,189,  and  Argentine  wheat  de- 
creased from  $562,134  to  $513,547,  but  the  share  or  the  United  States 
in  this  trade  rose  from  2.3  per  cent  in  1907  to  15.4  per  cent  in  1908. 
More  milling  is  being  done  in  South  Africa  than  ever  before,  and  bet- 
ter equipment  is  being  installed.  In  order  to  increase  their  output, 
many  or  the  millers  nave  established  bakeries  and  control  otners 
financially  so  as  to  be  able  to  dictate  what  flour  shall  be  used,  which 
preiudices  the  imported  article. 

Oatmeal  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  increased  from  $139,279 
in  1907  to  $146,924  in  1908;  and  those  from  Canada  declined  from 
$180,411  to  $79,266,  but  shipments  from  the  United  States  increased 
from  5.3  per  cent  of  the  whole  to  16.1  per  cent.  The  large  decrease 
in  total  imports  can  be  attributed  to  increasing  local  production  of 
oatmeal.  The  capacitjr  of  the  mill  in  Cape  Colony  is  said  to  be  400 
tons  per  month.  The  increase  in  imports  from  the  United  States  is 
said  to  have  been  caused  by  the  inability  of  the  Canadian  mills  to  sup- 
ply demands  for  a  short  period  during  1908,  when  American  oatmeal 
was  bought. 
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DRIED   AND   CANNED   FRUITS   AND   VEGETABLES. 

The  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  dried  fruits  decreased  from 
$8,646  in  1907  to  $5,265  in  1908;  that  of  Australia,  from  $7,927  to 
$6,565;  Greece,  from  $68,759  to  $60,198;  Spain,  rrom  $20,122  to 
$15,437;  Turkish  Empire,  from  $36,635  to  $33,764,  and  the  United 
States  lost  $25,690  in  comparison  with  the  earlier  year.  The  total 
production  of  such  dried  fruits  as  prunes,  apricots,  peaches,  and  pears 
IS  increasing  and  is  steadily  retarding  imports.  The  government  of 
Cape  Colony  employs  an  expert  to  give  information  to  fruit  growers 
in  regard  to  the  latest  methods  of  drving  and  handling  fruit  for  the 
market.  The  decrease  in  bottled  andf  tinned  fruit,  imports  of  which 
from  the  United  Kingdom  declined  from  $35,613  in  1907  to  $25,549 
in  1908,  and  from  Austraha,  $27,827  to  $18,166,  was  also  due  to  in- 
creased local  production.  The  custom  of  putting  up  fruit  in  season 
for  the  household  is  becoming  more  common. 

South  Africa  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  best  markets  for  Ameri- 
can canned  and  dried  fruits,  but  since  the  establishment  of  large  pre- 
serving works  in  various  parts  of  this  country,  and  since  the  drying 
of  fruit  has  become  more  common  among  growers,  the  local  products 
have  rapidly  replaced  the  imported  article.  It  is  now  stated  by 
dealers  in  Cape  Town  that  there  is  no  call  for  American  canned  fruits 
of  any  kind ;  m  fact,  old  stocks  on  hand  are  sold  only  at  a  loss.  Ameri- 
can canned  vegetables,  including  tomatoes,  sugar  com,  peas,  baked 
beans,  and  asparagus,  have  untu  recently  commanded  a  fair  sale  in 
Cape  Town.  French  peas  are  now  said  to  be  preferable  in  price  and 
quality  and  are  being  sold  instead  of  American.  Tomatoes  locally 
canned  are  so  satisfactorv  in  price  and  quaUtv  that  scarcelv  any  are 
now  imported.  The  other  canned  vegetables  mentioned,  are  im- 
ported to  a  considerable  extent,  and  those  from  the  United  States 
command  a  large  portion  of  the  sale.  The  very  low  price  of  American 
dried  peaches,  10  cents  per  pound,  c.  i.  f.  Cape  Town,  has  of  late  made 
it  possible  to  sell  them  in  this  market,  but  the  local  supply  of  all  other 
fruits  except  apples,  prunes,  and  apricots  is  sufficient  and  the  quality 
good  enough  to  make  it  impossible  for  American  products  to  compete. 

LARD,    BACON,    HAMS,    AND   CANNED   MEATS. 

Imports  of  lard  from  the  United  Kingdom  increased  from  $34,002 
in  1907  to  $36,805  in  1908,  owing  to  a  demand  in  South  Africa  for 
a  special  high-grade  lard  made  in  England.  A  small  amount  of 
lara  is  being  produced  locallv.  Imports  of  bacon  and  hams  from 
the  United  States  increased  from  0.43  per  cent  of  the  total  in  1907 
to  1.04  per  cent  in  1908,  while  those  from  Denmark  gained  $22,549, 
and  imports  from  Canada  rose  from  $52,651  to  $99,895.  Although 
bacon  and  hams  are  being  produced  locallv,  and  projects  are  on  foot 
to  extend  the  production,  the  quality  or  South  African  pork  does 
not  enable  manufacturers  to  turn  out  as  good  a  product  as  the 
imported  article.  Pork  in  South  Africa  is  cheaper  than  in  the  United 
States,  but  also  inferior. 

While  imports  of  American  canned  meats  decUned  in  aggregate 
value,  the  share  of  the  United  States  in  the  total  trade  rose  tvom 
57.7  to  58.7  per  cent.  Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  also 
decreased  in  value,  from  $66,321  in  1907  to  $49,156  in  1908,  but 
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Australian  canned  meats  rose  from  $25,101  to  $41,229.  The  decline 
in  the  total  imports  was  due  to  a  larger  supply  of  locally  produced 
fresh  meat,  which  was  cheaper  than  lormerly.  AustraUa's  increase 
was  chiefly  in  canned  corned  beef,  its  product  being  sold  cheaper 
than  the  American. 

The  customs  duty  on  canned  meats  is  2i  cents  per  pound,  with 
one-half  cent  rebate  on  those  of  British  manufacture.  In  order  to 
save  paying  duty  on  full  weights,  net  weights  of  contents  must  be 
embossed  on  top  of  cans  and  incorporated  in  the  labels.  The  fact 
that  an  American  firm  recently  received  a  contract  to  supply  the 
British  army  for  a  term  of  years  with  canned  beef  should  nave  a 
beneficial  effect  on  trade  here.  The  AustraUan  packers  can  place 
their  canned  corned  beef  on  tliis  market  97  cents  per  case  cheaper  than 
the  American  article.  It  is  said  that  about  20,000  cases  of  1-poimd 
cans  of  corned  beef  were  received  from  AustraUa  in  1908.  This 
encroachment  on  American  trade  would  have  been  even  more  serious 
had  there  not  been  large  stocks  of  2-pound  cans  of  American  beef  in 
the  country  stiU  unsold,  which  are  now  offered  for  only  49  cents  per 
dozen  more  than  the  price  of  1 -pound  cans  recently  imported.    The 

Sopularity  of  well-known  American  brands  has  also  Umlted  the 
emand  for  AustraUan  beef,  but  should  high  prices  be  maintained 
in  the  United  States  for  any  length  of  time  the  AustraUan  packers 
may  be  able  to  reduce  their  cost  of  production  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  American  corned  beef  trade  in  South  Africa  will  be  further 
diminished. 

SWEETENED   CONDENSED   MILK   IK   DEMAND. 

As  the  principal  demand  is  for  sweetened  milk,  which  the  Amer- 
ican  manufacturer  has  not  offered  in  this  market  at  prices  compet- 
ing with  that  produced  in  Europe,  the  share  of  the  United  States 
in  the  condensed  milk  trade  fell  from  8.5  per  cent  in  1907  to 
5.2  per  cent  in  1908.  Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  ako  de- 
creased in  value  from  $1,488,827  to  $1,176,315,  and  those  from  the 
Netherlands  feU  from  $116,825  to  $63,055;  but  Germany  increased 
its  sales  from  $87,587  to  $110,625  and  Norway  from  $109,900  to 
$150,004.  It  is  thought  that  the  demand  for  unsweetened  milk  has 
declined  because  of  the  local  production  of  fresh  milk  becoming 
larger  and  the  price  lower.  This  has  seriously  affected  the  trade  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  American  manufacturer  supplies  only  the 
unsweetened  milk.  Milk  condensing  is  carried  on  to  a  umited  extent 
in  South  Africa,  and  the  government  dairy  expert  of  the  Transvaal 
recommends  condenseries,  but  at  the  present  price  of  fresh  milk  it 
is  not  Ukely  that  condensed  milk  can  be  produced  that  can  compete 
with  the  imported  in  price  and  quaUty. 

Although  the  imports  of  condensed  milk  into  British  South  Africa 
have  dechned  steadily  during  the  past  three  years  owing  to  decreasing 
population,  smaUer  purchasmg  power,  and  increasing  local  production 
of  milk,  the  imports  are  enormous  when  the  number  of  the  white 
population  is  considered.  Fresh  milk  is  unobtainable  in  many  parts 
of  South  Africa,  and  sells  at  from  9  to  18  cents  per  quart  where  it  can 
be  secured,  so  there  is  certain  to  be  a  steady  demand  for  condensed 
milk,  and  it  seems  worth  while  for  American  condensed-milk  qoid- 
panies  to  give  this  market  more  attention. 
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In  1906  sugar  and  sugar  praducts  were  imported  from  the  United 
States  to  the  value  of  $98^556,  and  in  1904  Cape  Colony  .alone  imported 
these  articles  from  Amenca  to  the  value  of  $307,327;  but  imports  ifell 
to  $15,709  in  1907  and  $2,886  in  1908.  Mauritius  suppUed  $1,370,377 
worth  of  sugar  in  1908,  a  decrease,  however,  from  the  $1,816,844 
worth  supphed  in  1907;  German  shipments  fell  from  $132,899  to 
$87,777;  but  Australia's  sales  rose  from  $501,524  to  $886,009,  and 
the  United  Kingdom  increased  its  shipments  from  $75,898  to  $78,068. 
It  is  claimed  that  AustraUan  sugar  commands  a  slightly  better  price 
than  American,  about  12  cents  per  hundredweight,  owing  to  a  more 
regular  size  of  granules  of  the  former  and  to  the  sweating  of  American 
sugar,  causing  lumpiness.  This  lumpiness  is  seriously  objected  to. 
and  it  is  thought  to  be  caused  by  its  being  shipped  in  extreme  cola 
weather  and  then  crossing  the  tropics. 

FURNITURE,  GLASS   JARS,  CARRIAGE   PARTS,  ETC. 

While  imports  of  school  and  church  furniture  from  the  United 
States  feU  off  $7,169  in  1908,  the  share  of  that  country  in  the  total 
trade  increased  from  16.7  to  21.5  per  cent.  Imports  from  the  United 
Bjngdom  decUned  $39,000,  notwithstanding  that  the  style  of  English- 
made  school  furniture  is  preferred  to  the  American  style.  Where 
this  is  the  case,  since  there  is  also  present  a  desire  to  patronize  the 
British  manufacturer  whenever  possible,  there  is  little  chance  for 
increased  business  for  American  goods  unless  prices  are  more  favor- 
able. The  decUne  in  imports  of  other  furniture  is  due  to  local  manu- 
facturers supplying  the  demand  to  a  greater  extent.  The  bulk  of  the 
miscellaneous  mmiture  now  imported  is  of  a  cheap  grade  with  which 
the  locally-made  article  can  not  compete. 

With  a  loss  of  $11,694  for  the  United  States  and  gains  for  other 
competing  countries,  it  would  appear  that  the  latter  are  getting 
the  trade  in  fruit  jars  formerly  enjoyed  by  the  United  States,  which 
trade  is  increasing  on  account  of  the  growing  inclination  of  the  people 
in  South  Africa  to  put  up  fruit. 

Although  the  demand  for  imported  carts  and  carriages  decUnes 
as  the  local  manufacture  increases,  there  is  a  steady  call  lor  the  parts 
which  are  not  produced  in  South  Africa  and  which  can  be  supplied  by 
the  United  States  at  competing  prices,  such  as  springs  and  nubs. 

In  the  fencing- wire  trade  the  share  of  the  United  States  has  declined 
from  51.5  to  41.8  per  cent.  Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  fell 
from  $300,166  in  1907  to  $265,073  in  1908,  but  Canadian  shipments 
rose  from  $5,952  to  $30,235,  and  Germany  increased  its  sales  in  South 
Africa  from  $76,438  to  $127,595.  It  is  said  that  foreign  wire  is  some- 
times sold  as  American  wire  in  this  country.  American  rolls  of  wire 
should  be  so  marked  that  the  merchant  can  not  remove  the  labels  or 
in  any  way  make  it  impossible  for  the  purchasers  to  identify  it. 

The  Umted  Kingdom  suffered  a  loss  of  $40,071  in  sales  of  stoves, 
and  imports  from  Sweden  declined  from  $29,286  in  1907  to  $18,736; 
but  while  imports  from  the  United  States  also  decreased  $4,361  the 
share  of  the  latter  coimtry  rose  from  26.3  to  34.4  per  cent.  Tne  trade 
in  kerosene  stoves  for  both  heating  and  cooking  purposes  has  enabled 
the  United  States  to  maintain,  and  even  increase,  its  share  of  the  total 
imports  of  stoves.  At  one  time  American  coal  and  wood  cook  stoves 
were  used  largely,  but  they  have  been  supplanted  by  those  of  the 
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same  pattern  made  in  England  and  Sweden,  and  England  has  secured 
an  extensive  trade  in  gas  stoves,  which  are  generally  used  where  arti- 
ficial gas  is  obtainable. 

MACHINERY  AND   OTHER   IRON   AND   STEEL. 

The  decline  of  $128,694  in  the  total  imports  of  agricultural  impale- 
ments into  South  Africa  is  surprising  when  taken  into  account  with 
the  continued  prosperity  in  agriculture  in  all  the  colonies  and  the 
enormous  increase  in  exports  of  Kaffir  com,  oats,  and  com  meal. 
Orange  River  Colony,  Transvaal,  and  Rhodesia  increased  their  im- 
ports, while  those  of  Natal  and  Cape  Colony  decreased  largely.  The 
United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  lost  in  the  implement  trade, 
the  share  of  the  latter  declining  from  46.5  per  cent  in  1907  to  44.8  per 
cent  in  1908,  while  Germany  gained  1  per  cent  in  her  relative  propor- 
tion of  the  total  imports.  The  increase  in  imports  from  Germany  of 
iron  girders,  beams,  and  columns  from  $924  m  1907  to  $127,044  in 
1908  was  due  to  the  erection  of  the  Victoria  Falls  power  plant,  the 
contract  for  which  went  to  Grerm'any.  An  increase  from  $42,884  to 
$227,742  in  imports  of  electrical  material  from  Germany  was  due  to 
the.  same  cause.  Imports  of  German  corrugated  plate  and  sheet  iron 
rose  from  nothing  in  1907  to  $10,356  in  1908,  but  during  this  same 
period  the  United  States  increased  its  sales  by  $27,890.  La  electrical 
machinery,  while  imports  from  the  United  States  showed  a  gain  of 
$11,543,  the  relative  share  decreased  from  21.7  to  13.5  per  cent. 
Germany's  increased  sale  of  these  goods  was  attributable  to  the  erec- 
tion by  German  capital  of  the  power  plant  previously  referred  to. 

The  United  Kingdom  supplied  the  larger  part  of  the  mining  machin- 
ery imported,  though  the  imports  from  that  country  declined  from 
$2,776,358  in  1907  to  $2,512,097  in  1908,  and  the  United  States  lost 
3.9  per  cent  in  relative  share  of  this  trade.  Grermany  almost  doubled 
its  sales,  the  mining  machinery  imports  from  that  cotmtry  in  1908 
being  valued  at  $456,473  as  compared  with  $237,397  in  1907. 

While  imports  of  water-boring  machinery  from  the  United  States 
fell  off  $2,293,  the  share  of  the  American  manufacturers  in  this  trade 
increased  from  44.2  to  49.6  per  cent.  Every  effort  should  be  made 
to  extend  sales  of  this  class  of  machinery,  as  an  increased  number  of 
wells  will  be  sunk. 

PAPER,  SOAP,  SHOES,  TINWARE,  AND  TOBACCO. 

The  preferential  tariff  in  favor  of  Canada  has  enabled  that  countiy 
to  get  much  of  the  trade  in  plain  paper  formerly  held  by  the  Unitea 
States.  This  market  has  never  been  properly  exploited  by  an  Ameri- 
can wall-paper  manufacturer  with  designs  and  sizes  to  suit  the  local 
trade. 

Decreased'  imports  of  common  soap  were  attributable  to  increased 
local  production.  It  is  stated,  however,  that  competition  is  so  keen 
and  imported  soap  so  cheap  that  two  South  African  soap  factories 
have  recently  been  compelled  to  close.  As  no  toilet  soaps  are  manu- 
f actiu-ed  in  the  colonies,  the  field  is  a  good  one  for  the  foreign  article. 

The  introduction  of  American-made  shoes  for  ladies  and  children 
probably  caused  the  $40,023  increase  in  imports  from  the  United 
States,  and  there  is  still  a  good  field  for  an  extension  of  this  trade,  as 
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American  shoes  for  women  are  becoming  more  popular.  The  United 
Kingdom  at  present  supplies  by  far  the  larger  part  of  the  leather  foot- 
wear imported. 

The  importation  of  manufactured  tinware  has  been  greatly  affected 
by  the  opening  and  extending  of  local  factories  for  making  all  sorts 
or  tinware  from  imported  sheet  and  plate  tin.  South  Africa  as  a 
market  for  tin  plate  is  becoming  more  miportant. 

The  increase  of  $41,146  in  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  from 
the  United  States  is  thought  to  be  directly  due  to  increased^  demand 
in  South  Africa  for  cigarettes,  most  of  which  are  now  made  locally. 
This  necessitates  using  more  imported  tobacco,  as  that  grown  in  tms 
country  is  not  of  high  enough  grade  for  cigarettes.  The  Dutch  East 
Indies  and  Turkey  also  increased  tJieir  sales  of  leaf  tobacco. 

VEHICLES,  CANDLES,  COTTON   UNDERWEAR,  AND   BLANKETS. 

Practically  nothing  is  being  done  in  any  part  of  South  Africa  in 
tramway  extension,  and  the  material  imported  is  principally  for 
repairs  and  renewal  of  old  Unes.  The  local  production  or  carts  is 
increasing.  There  is  a  good  market  for  light  buggies  and  carts  of 
American  make,  with  which  no  local  producte  compete.  The  demand 
for  motor  cars  of  moderate  price  is  increasing.  Taxicabs  have  been 
found  very  profitable  to  their  owners  in  Cape  Town. 

The  bulk  of  the  antifriction  grease  imported  is  of  a  very  cheap 
grade.  Although  the  United  States  increased  its  relative  share  in- 
the  binding-twine  trade  from  42.6  per  cent  in  1907  to  48.1  per  cent  in 
1908,  Canada  increased  from  22.2  per  cent  to  33.6  per  cent  oy  supply- 
ing a  satisf fiLctory  twine  at  a  lower  price.  The  decrease  in  imports  of 
brush  ware  is  probably  due  to  the  local  production  of  the  lower  grades 
of  brush  ware,  which  are  being  manufactured  here  from  imported 
material. 

The  local  production  of  candles  is  causing  a  steady  decrease  in 
imports,  and  there  was  also  a  decrease  in  imports  of  paraffin  wax  for 
candle  making.  The  United  States  lost  heavily  in  the  latter  item, 
although  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  also  decUned  from 
$34,090  in  1907  to  $17,971  in  1908;  but  Germany  increased  its  sales 
from  $1,951  to  $52,296  and  India  moved  up  to  second  place  with 
shipments  valued  at  $263,448,  against  $98,152  the  vear  before. 

In  spite  of  the  large  decrease  in  the  total  imports  of  canvas  and  duck, 
the  United  States  increased  its  share  of  this  trade  from  4.3  per  cent 
in  1907  to  7.9  per  cent  in  1908.  Local  dealers  state  that,  although 
there  is  no  advantage  in  the  price,  the  American  cotton  duck  is  pre- 
ferred because  it  is  better  woven,  and  works  up  with  less  waste. 
There  is  a  large  trade  in  cotton  blankets  and  rugs,  principally  with 
the  natives,  who  demand  a  very  cheap  article,  but  the  Umted  States 
had  only  .03  per  cent  of  this  trade  in  1907  and  but  .01  per  cent  in 
1908.  There  is  an  increasing  demand  for  American  fleece-hned  imder- 
wear  in  the  mining  districts  of  the  Transvaal,  but  the  United  King- 
dom, Germany,  and  Italy  each  supplied  a  larger  part  of  the  total 
imports  than  did  the  United  States.  In  flooring  and  ceiling  lumber. 
Sweden  supplied  76  per  cent  in  1908,  while  the  United  States  furnishea 
6  per  cent. 
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EXPORT  TRADE. 


The  total  value  of  exports  from  South  Africa  declined  from 
$235,501,507  in  1907  to  $223,259,028  in  1908,  as  is  shown  in  the 
following  table: 


Articles. 


Animals: 

Cows,  oxen,  etc 

Horses 

Mules 

Pigs 

Sheep  and  lambs 

other 

Asbestos,  raw 

Bark 

Books,  printed 

Boxwood 

Breadstufls: 

Com 

Flour  and  meals- 
Wheat 

Other 

Oats 

Other 

Carriages  and  carta 

Chemicals,  drugs  and 
medicines: 

Aloes 

Argol 

Buchu  leaves 

Other 

Confectionery 

Coal: 

Bunker 

Cargo 

Copper,     regulus     and 

smelted 

Curios 

Diamonds 

Eggs 

Feathers,  ostrich 

Flowers  and  grasses, 

dried 

Fodder  and  forage 

Fish: 

Dried,     salted,     or 

cured 

Fresh 

Tinned, etc 

Fruits: 

Fresh 

Dried,  canned,  etc. . . 
Gold: 

Raw,  produce  of— 

Cape  Colony 

Transvaal 

Rhodesia 

Swadland 

Bechuanaland... 
Concentrates  and  slag 


1907. 


$47,267 
84,400 
18,755 
30,260 
18,020 
11,060 
38,280 

678,356 
16,642 
11,368 

807,  no 

437 

6,003 

157,893 

15,466 

71,830 


27,919 
13,864 
44,776 
2,019 
9,790 

2,625,982 
250,630 

2,035,034 

21,732 

43,667,824 

12,964 

8,960,355 

128,158 
36,668 


87,014 

1,421 

38,357 

115,331 
30,215 


14,906 
133,170,395 
10.328,061 


99,242 
566,840 


1908. 


Articles. 


18,744 
56,490 
10,806 
25,320 
14,220 
16,237 
106,172 
655,846 
11,767 
12,142 

1,000,137 

167,510 
21,704 

532,570 
26,711 
36,479 


38,645 
8,487 

85,447 
1,182 

10,402 

2,892,526 
838,571 

1,640,497 

12,793 

23,342,920 

13,349 

8,450,884 

85,880 
158,067 


84,063 

550 

09,362 

182,805 
4,072 


3,494 

144,121,684 

11,638.488 

96,488 

08.245 

677,996 


Hair.  Angora  (mohair) . 
Hides  and  skins: 

Ox  and  cow 

Goat 


Sheep 

Other 

Horns: 

Ox  and  cow 

Other 

Ivory 

Leather,  and  manufac- 
tures of. 

Oils: 

Whale 

Other,  nonedible 

Ores  and  minerals: 

Copper,  matte,  and 
mica 

Iron,  chrome 

ijkd 

Tin 

Tungsten 

Zinc 

Other 

Precious    stones    other 

than  diamonds 

Provisions: 

Poultry,  live 

Other 

i  Soap 

Spirits,  wines,  etc: 

Ale,  beer,  etc 

Rum 

Wines 

Other 

Stationery 

Sugar,  and  manufjao- 
turesof 

Tobacco 

Tobacconists'  wares 

Vegetables: 

Potatoes 

Other 

Wool,  raw: 

In  the  grease 

Washed. 

Scoured 

All  other  articles,  includ- 
ing reexports 


Total. 


1907. 


1906. 


$4,600,515 

965,145 
1,212,250 

40,124 
2,362,223 

15,124 

20,661 
8,900 
11,231 

12,543 


7,397 


1,237,429 
85,845 
188,343 
657,848 
23,091 
150,134 
12,106 

37,472 

10,166 
7,214 
8,131 

6,073 
18,838 
23,970 
5,785 
6,520 

2,164 
98,240 
22.257 
17,256 

31,783 
21,951 

13,636,103 

54,723 

1,536,242 

3,866,012 


235,601,607 


$3,465,687 

1.012,485 

929,207 

25,048 

1,822,523 

8,511 

33,072 
10,219 
18.775 

13,440 

43.063 
2,837 


763,420 

151,338 

4S,387 

555,467 

8,881 

8,550 

8,311 

2,019 

6,860 
8,142 
17,373 

11,631 
47,753 
27,005 
4,628 
12,103 

24,182 
45,964 
22,258 
34,172 

22,^0 
16,044 

12,064,010 

51,419 

1,356,081 

3,836,606 


223,250,028 


DIAMOND     EXPORTS     DECLINE — TRADE     WITH     THE     UNITED     STATES. 

Diamonds  alone  accounted  for  a  shortage  of  $20,324,904  in  the 
exports  during  1908,  for  which  the  loss  of  the  American  market  after 
the  financial  crisis  was  largely  responsible.  While  the  total  exports 
of  diamonds  decreased  in  value,  the  decrease  in  carats  was  onljr  23,423. 
Exports  of  eold  advanced  some  $12,000,000.  The  declines  in  other 
articles,  such  as  ostrich  feathers,  wool,  mohair,  and  copper  ore,  were 
due  to  the  reduced  prices  on  the  European  market,  as  more  of  these 
goods  were  shipped  in  1908  than  in  1907. 
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The  United  States  does  not  appear  in  the  export  figures  as  a  lai^e 
customer  of  South  Africa,  as  it  would  if  it  were  credited  with  the 
diamonds  that  are  idtimately  sold  in  America  instead  of  their  being 
mentioned  in  the  returns  as  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  United  States  purchases  two-thirds  of  the  diamonds 
of  the  world. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  as  compiled  from  consular 
invoices  are  more  comprehensive  than  from  the  ngures  obtained  from 
South  African  statistics.  For  example,  the  exports  of  ostrich  feathers 
to  the  United  States  during  1908  are  given  by  South  African  statistics 
as  $959,996,  whereas  consular  invoices  show  that  thejr  were  e^orted 
to  the  value  of  $1,374,887.  The  exports  of  South  African  produce  to 
the  United  States,  as  shown  bv  the  South  African  returns,  in  1908 
amounted  to  $1,013,762,  and,  besides  the  ostrich  feathers  just  men- 
tioned, included  diamonds  valued  at  $18,594 ;  hides  and  skins,  $14,930; 
preserved  fish,  $4,749;  buchu  leaves.  $4,730;  wool,  $4,623;  aloes, 
$2,822,  and  curios,  $1,532.  The  declared  value  of  exports  to  the 
United  States,  however,  as  shown  by  consular  invoices,  was  as 
follows: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Chemicals,  drugs,  etc.: 
Aloes 

11,806 

2,005 

21,426 

743 

t3,492 

449 

12,246 

1,459 

20,542 

1,374,887 

3,596 

146,739 

22,132 

Lobsters 

$14,285 
8,341 
18,670 
15,021 
4,109 

$28,661 

OU,  whale 

4,500 

Algol 

Whalebone 

28,170 

Budm 

Wool 

28,427 

Curios 

All  other  articles 

1,940 

Diamonds 

Total 

Feathers,  ostrich  

1,154,415 

3,896 

269,388 

6,588 

1,520,574 
23,189 

1,677,220 

Flowers,  everlasting 

Returned  American  goods. 
Grand  total 

15,196 

Household   and   personal 
effects 

1,543,763 

1,692,416 

THE   TARIFF — TRAVELERS    LICENSES — PARCELS    POST. 

It  is  not  believed  that  any  change  will  be  made  in  the  South  African 
customs  tariff  or  in  the  preference  allowed  on  British  goods  until 
the  meeting  of  the  first  parliament  of  British  South  Africa  about  two 
years  hence;  and  as  South  Africa  is  now  in  the  transition  stage  and 
much  will  happen  in  two  years  to  influence  public  opinion  on  the 
fiscal  policy  of  the  country,  the  opinion  of  the  majority  on  this  sub- 
ject to-day  might  be  that  of  a  very  small  minority  in  two  years.  It  is 
suflBcient  for  American  manufacturers  to  know  that  there  are  good 
reasons  why  the  tariff  and  preference  on  British  goods  will  not  be 
disturbed  for  two  years. 

One  of  the  greatest  restraints  to  foreign  trade  in  this  country  is 
the  separate  tax  imposed  by  each  of  the  South  African  Colonies  on 
representatives  of  all  foreim  firms  who  come  to  this  country  to  extend 
their  business.  The  Cape  Colony  tax  on  representatives  not  domiciled 
in  that  State  amounts  to  $250  a  year.  While  the  tax  in  the  other 
colonies  is  not  so  heavy,  permission  to  transact  business  for  one  year 
in  all  of  South  Africa  would  cost  over  $500.  It  does  not  pay  American 
firms  to  send  representatives  here  unless  they  cover  the  whole  country, 
A  uniform  tax  for  South  Africa  will  probably  be  established  when 
union  is  accomplished,  if  the  tax  is  not  abolished  altogether. 
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Another  drawback  to  foreign  trade,  and  an  especial  hindrance  to 
American  manufacturers  who  will  persist  in  believing  that  they  can 
establish  foreign  markets  with  catalogues,  is  the  duty  of  4  cents  per 
pound  on  catalogues  arriving  in  this  country.  The  imposition  of 
this  duty  has  not  resulted  in  the  South  African  importer  paying  the 
tax,  but  in  his  refusing  to  accept  the  catalogues  from  the  post-office 
authorities,  by  whom  they  are  then  destroyed. 

The  absence  of  a  parcels-post  convention  between  the  United 
States  and  the  South  African  Colonies  is  responsible  for  the  loss  of 
a  very  large  American  trade  in  this  country.  Merchandise  shipped 
through  the  mails  to  South  Africa  in  1908  amounted  to  $2,750,735, 
consisting  chiefly  of  apparel,  haberdasherv,  millinery,  cotton  manu- 
factures, Doots,  shoes,  jewelry,  clocks,  and  watches,  of  which  practi- 
cally none  came  from  the  United  States.  American  magazines, 
advertising  many  articles  that  can  be  sent  by  mail,  are  extensively 
sold  here,  and  one  American  mail-order  house  has  distributed  cata- 
logues in  this  country,  but  it  is  impossible  to  send  a  small  package 
of  merchandise  from  the  United  States  directly  to  South  Africa  at  a 
single  postage  rate. 

RAILWAYS — BUILDING — IMMIGRATION — BANKING. 

The  only  railway  of  importance  contracted  for  and  commenced 
recently  in  South  Africa  is  the  one  from  Broken  Hill,  Rhodesia,  to 
Star  of  the  Kongo,  Kongo  State,  about  400  miles.  It  was  originally 
intended  that  the  Cape-to-Cairo  railway  line  would  pass  from  Broken 
Hill  northeastward  tnrough  northeastern  Rhodesia,  but  the  plan  has 
been  changed  so  that  it  will  run  almost  due  north  from  Broken  Hill 
to  the  border  of  the  Kongo  State,  then  northwestward.  The  line 
will  be  of  standard  gauge. 

Thp  construction  of  government  office  buildings  will  be  commenced 
at  Pretoria,  where  the  administrative  capital  of  South  Africa  is  to 
be  located,  in  1909  and  material  therefor  will  be  required.  For  the 
same  reason,  office  furniture  and  files  will  be  in  greater  demand  next 
year. 

Statistics  of  passengers  landing  at  and  embarking  from  British 
South  African  ports  during  1908  show  that  45,857  men,  women,  and 
children  were  landed  and  78,925  embarked,  indicating  a  loss  of  popu- 
lation of  33.068. 

At  the  close  of  1907  the  fixed  deposits  in  South  African  banks 
aggregated  $83,566,856,  and  the  floating  deposits  $77,102,412,  as 
compared  with  $77,631,586  and  $80,959,313,  re^)ectively,  in  1908. 
The  loans  and  advances  within  Cape  Colony  decreased  from 
$46,873,777  at  the  close  of  1907  to  $44,337,367  in  1908,  while  the  lowis 
and  advances  in  all  South  Africa  declined  from  $128,505,085  to 
$124,249,453.  The  growth  of  the  floating  deposits  is  a  clear  index  of 
the  revival  in  the  north,  and  very  much  the  same  story  is  told  by 
the  figures  bearing  on  the  loans  and  advances  within  Cape  Colony 
and  in  South  Africa  as  a  whole.  Caution  evidently  continues  to 
mark  banking  policy  in  Cape  Colony;  on  the  other  hand,  the  expan- 
sion of  business  in  the  north  has  warranted  a  considerable  extension 
of  credit  there,  and  since  December  the  loans  and  advances  throughout 
South  Africa  have  increased  by  $8,166,617. 
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CAPE  COLONY. 

By  Consul-General  Julius  G.  Lay,  Cape  Town. 

The  import  and  export  trade  of  Cape  Colony  diminished  in  1908  to 
the  extent  of  $27,248,470.  Imports  fell  from  $82,108,586  in  1907  to 
$75,994,635  in  1908,  and  exports  from  $57,203,050  to  $36,068,531. 
Imports  of  merchandise  from  foreign  countries  were  valued  at  $63,- 
476,610  in  1908,  against  $70,722,774  in  the  preceding  year;  imports 
from  other  South  African  colonies  of  merchandise  originally  imported 
from  oversea  amounted  to  $2,097,564  in  1908  and  $1,763,700  in  1907; 
while  the  imports  of  South  African  produce,  other  than  gold  and 
silver,  from  other  South  African  colonies  increased  from  $9,622,112 
in  1907  to  $10,420,461  in  1908.  The  total  imports  of  food  and  drink 
showed  a  falling  off  of  9  per  cent,  while  the  imports  of  these  articles 
from  the  United  States  increased  71  per  cent,  principally  on  account 
of  the  larger  demand  for  American  wheat  and  flour.  There  were 
decreases  m  imports  of  agricultural  implements,  cement,  hardware, 
and  cutlery,  iron  manufactures,  live  animals,  machinery,  vehicles,  and 
furniture,  and  increases  in  butter  and  butter  substitutes,  flour, 
nitrates  for  manufacturing,  and  mineral  oils,'  all  of  these  articles  being 
of  interest  to  the  American  exporter. 

The  main  causes  for  the  heavy  decline  in  imports  were  the  con- 
tinued depression  from  which  Cape  Colony  ana  the  whole  country 
have  been  suffering  for  the  past  five  years;  increased  local  production, 
particularly  of  foodstuffs,  and  a  diminished  population.  Statistics 
show  that  6,400  more  people  left  the  colony  than  entered  it  from 
abroad  during  1908,  which  is  a  serious  loss  to  a  country  with  only 
611,000  white  population  and  with  an  area  of  277,151  square  miles. 

IMPORTS    BY   COUNTRIES. 

The  source  of  the  direct  merchandise  imports  from  oversea  in  1907 
and  1908  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Country. 

1907. 

1906. 

Country. 

1907. 

1906. 

British  Empire: 

United  Kinsdom 

$42,940,089 

1,241,056 

311,149 

28,039 

36,861 

1,470,544 

883,737 

12,509 

5,187,874 

53,351 

13,587 

$37,266,898 

980,817 

336,494 

29,773 

26,656 

1,178,793 

1,034,162 

10,730 

4,510,991 

137,280 

n,806 

Foreign  countries— Con. 
Netherlftiids 

$1,006,466 

111,954 

246,238 

85,193 

29,379 

80,628 

74,117 

673,134 

340,747 

86,434 

66,849 

110,888 

21,383 

56,894 

21,112 

80,350 

1,140,430 

1,195,402 

445,723 

17,140 

106,411 

$1,124,770 

British  Indb 

Ceylon 

Dutch  East  In- 
dies  

103,503 

Hongkong 

232,492 

Stralto  Settlements . . 

Port^igal 

75,803 

Mft^iritinff  . 

Madeira 

20,415 
76,136 

CAiwdfi.        .X.  . 

flpAln,.., 

British  West  Indies. 

Russia 

46,810 

Aostralia 

Sweden 

762,790 

New  Zealand 

Switcerland 

335,954 

Other  parts  of  Brit- 
ish Empire 

Turkey 

104,377 

China 

46,962 

93,408 
10,264 

Total 

52,179,295 

45,532,409 

Veai&W...  .....  . 

RlftTn 

69,109 
12,200 

Foreien  countries: 

l^ted  states 

5,662,088 

23,678 

324,600 

746,073 

107,661 

1,261,771 

4,103,627 

8,127 
42,115 
370,968 

5,549,119 

16,383 

336,860 

601,550 

54,125 

1.060,655 

3,742,966 

127,638 
34,460 
407,063 

Egypt 

Cuba..:..::.:::::::: 

62,963 

Philippine      Is- 

Argentina  

724,534 

1,304,619 

611,057 

lands 

Bradl 

Austria-Hungary 

Chile 

Belf^um. 

Uruguay 

All     other     foreign 
countries 

13,502 

Denmark. 

France 

71,632 

Oermany 

Total 

German   South- 

18,543,479 

17,044,201 

west  AMca.... 
Greece 

Grand  total 

70,722,774 

63,476,610 

Italy 
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While  the  unports  from  the  United  States  decreased  from  $5,562,- 
088  in  1907  to  $5,549,119  in  1908^  the  relative  share  of  that^country  in 
the  total  over-sea  merchandise  imports  increased  .9  per  cent.  The 
United  Kingdom  and  colonies,  which  hold  the  bulk  of  the  import 
trade  of  Cape  Colony,  lost  in  their  relative  share,  and  Grermany  also 
lost  trade,  out  Sweden  and  the  Netherlands  gained.  The  increase 
of  the  share  of  the  United  States  is  attributable  mainly  to  abnormal 
imports  of  kerosene  oil,  not  to  meet  an  increased  demand,  but  to 
replenish  reduced  stocks. 

IMPORTS    BY   ARTICLES. 

The  principal  articles  of  merchandise  imported  from  oversea  during 
1907  and  1908,  and  the  share  of  the  United  States  in  this  trade,  are 
shown  in  the  following  comparative  table: 


Artieles. 


1907. 


Total. 


Unitad 
States. 


1906. 


Total. 


United 
States. 


Ale,  beer,  and  stout 

Animals,  live 

Apparatus,  assay 

Apparel  and  slops 

Arms  and  ammunition 

Bags,  not  leather  or  paper 

Basket  ware  and  rattans 

Blacking 

Books  and  printed  matter 

Breadstufls: 

Barley- 
Raw 

Pearl 

Com 

Fkwr— 

Wlieaten,  and  wbeaten  meal 
Com 

Oatmeal 

Wheat 

Other 

Brush  ware 

Cakee 

Candles 

Canvas  and  d uck 

Caoutchouc,  and  manuOactures  of. . . 
Cars,  carriages,  etc.,  and  parts: 

Axles.  springB.  etc 

Bicycles  and  tricycles 

Carriages  and  carts 

Cars— 

RaOway 

Street 

Motor 

Motorcycles 

Other 

Cement 

Chemicals,  drugs,  etc 

Clocks  and  watches 

Coal 

Coffee,  raw 

Confectionery 

Cordage,  rope,  twine,  etc 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Blankets,  rugs,  and  sheets 

Hosiery  (underwear) 

Piece  goods 

Waste 

Wksk 

Other 

Eggs,  fresh 

Ei^trtoal  material: 

Cable  and  wire 

FittingB,  inohidlng  posts 

Explosives 


$300,073 
948,402 
23,038 
6,019,585 
4n,943 
718,061 
28,138 
95,442 
1,369,052 


36,659 

17,392 

678,360 

671,533 

29,218 

207,512 

3,965,608 

13,829 
141,143 

16,709 
253.661 
160,881 

54,836 

92,940 
473,111 
148,895 

46,947 

18,390 

303,509 

26,094 

53,244 

363,975 

994,859 

145,824 

1,132,960 

1,420,497 

356,816 

146,206 

832,030 

1,245,901 

4,135,975 

31,189 

12,696 

658,206 

311,431 

139,347 
111,262 
718,329 


166,776 


112,723 

16,685 

6,348 

170 

4,579 

25,062 


14 


735 

65,285 

21,621 
9,806 

94,006 
890 

20,313 

48 

3,440 

5,922 

4,506 

4,930 

2,360 

72,900 

48 
1,815 
6,231 


16,132 


149,724 
22,080 


1,713 
10,696 
26,529 

63 

26,130 

4,516 

1,124 

102 

1,883 

10,365 

8,026 

15,957 

66 


8212,656 

669,020 

84,031 

5,456,361 

375,246 

564,587 

24,654 

133,492 

1,154,837 


17,914 

19,568 

1,509,237 

1,265,645 

27,589 

162,784 

4,017,604 

8,956 

131,152 

15,062 

225,885 

109,467 

71,425 

93,656 
896,994 
65,962 

3,654 

9,346 

267,579 

27,661 

49,462 

202,606 

686,978 

124,369 

1,011,703 

1,403,956 

319,967 

182,866 

861,161 

1,286,216 

4,186,177 

56,495 

7,193 

503,461 

224,246 

106,007 
132,101 
807,069 


87,789 


103, 2n 
9.005 
7.255 
216 
3,659 
26,709 


160 

174,676 

22,001 

37,360 

646,819 

81 

16,449 

506 

2,506 

9.246 

11,937 

6,616 
2,416 
47,516 

190 

1,060 

3,903 

92 

17,767 

9 

126,999 

27,149 


800 
7,231 
22,406 

9 

31,3n 

4,190 

319 

44 

2.170 


3,650 
16,980 
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Articles. 


1907. 


Total. 


Unltad 
States. 


1908. 


Total. 


United 
States. 


Extracts  and  essences 

Felt 

Fish: 

Dried  or  cured 

Preserved ,  etc 

Fruits  and  nuts: 

Almonds,  groundnuts,  etc 

Dates 

Other,  n.  e.  s.: 

Dried 

Canned 

Glass  bottles  and  Jars 

Grease,  antifriction 

Ink 

Instruments: 

Musical,  and  accessories 

Surrical 

Iron  ana  steel,  manuliactures  of: 

Bar,  bolt,  block,  etc 

Cash  registers 

Girders,  beams,  etc 

Hoes  and  picks,  KafHr 

Hardware  and  cutlery 

Hoop 

Implements,  agricultural 

Machinery— 

Agricultural 

Cranes,  elevators,  etc 

Electrical 

Fire  engines  and  appliances 

Locomotives 

MtouCacturing 

Minhig.... 

Presses,  wool  and  hay 

Printing  and  bookbinding. . 

Sewing 

Water-boring 

Other 

Nails  and  screws 

Plate  and  sheet 

Rails 

Standards,  fencing 

Stoves 

Tanks 

Tools 

Typewriters 

wfre,  fencing 

Lamps  and  lamp  ware 

Leathers,  and  manufiactiires  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Saddlery  and  harness 

Other- 

Manufiictured 

tTnmanufsctured 

Mineral  waters 

OUs: 

Cotton-seed 

Engine  and  machine 

Lard 

Mineral- 
Paraffin 

Other 

Other,  nonedlble 

Packing  for  engines 

Paints  and  colors 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of: 

Bags 

PrxQting 

WaU 

Wrapping 

Other 

Perfumery 

Photographks  materials 

Pickles  and  sauces 

Provisions: 

Dairy  products- 
Butter 

MOk,  9<»4eo8ed 


$43,467 
13,319 

W,877 
327,fi08 

46,640 
29,303 

97,733 
46,557 
181, 155 
47.938 
39,793 

304,107 
58,991 

220,350 
36,055 
80,160 
13,261 
1,342,963 
24,585 

747,805 

2us,()96 
S7.105 

4.'>'<.453 

;iH.<t36 

in.;i38 
17 
08 

;:,  1>6 

77,,^ 
113.730 
329, 763 
2;.s,:«7 
114, 165 
.s:i;i,()61 

as,  .419 
172. 498 
KM/iSl 

1^076 
101,296 

50,502 
561,8n 

99,466 

3,340,351 
153,601 

255,671 
606,802 
30,182 

26,736 
130,543 
26,956 

473,452 
23,748 
12,600 
31,029 

312,963 

76,126 
346,319 

92,064 

115,326 

5,372 

77,246 
133,395 

76,204 


666, 515 
1,077,326 


$1,051 
6,453 


48,745 
4,725 


25,061 
16,940 
28,075 
19,697 
1,635 

28,778 
5,762 

165 

31,433 

9,460 

83 

125,283 

233 

352,636 

102,063 

4,409 

149,304 

4,214 

700 

48,032 

530,463 

12,068 

26,800 

3,421 

211,834 

30,965 

16,960 

24,064 


920 
29,549 

185 

48,082 

43,832 

267,935 

19,899 

76,866 
2,204 

3,066 
43,365 


22,016 
96,313 
26,318 

445,304 

21,865 

7,061 

3,469 

64,860 

4,501 
3,061 
238 
1,193 
1,815 
11,743 
28,021 
3,776 

340 
43,633 


$32,304 
16,434 

55,244 
306,049 

50,854 
32,060 

78,127 
27,861 
160,711 
39,677 
37,763 

272,966 
55,366 

190,576 
10,594 
47,  m 
12,112 
1,040,764 
23,490 

509,762 

177,218 

23,042 

252,235 

20,736 

22,269 

167,797 

870,465 

12,203 

71,664 

102,046 

317,534 

271,069 

80,974 

480,367 

138,676 
80,818 
11,366 
86,176 
56,638 

697,643 
76,727 

3,333,450 
122,616 

216,340 
437,622 
25.451 

24,106 
99,471 
14,695 

744,015 

30,021 

4,857 

32,245 

253,748 

80,813 
353,882 

96,663 

148,662 

7,966 

87,933 
109,491 

61,717 


824,998 
779,000 


$686 
5,340 


42,082 
7,843 


11,645 
6,997 
12,296 
18,248 
1,207 

27,991 
8,176 

2,539 

10,429 

2,560 

146 

102,615 

560 

281,685 

72,491 

1,912 

159,665 

4,647 


18,852 

310,066 

7,786 

12,743 

4,806 

177,131 

82,770 

11,748 

33,681 

2,282 

92 

22,342 


48,227 

50,061 

235,643 

15,781 

130,816 
973 

8,308 
12,575 


20,843 
74,375 
14,521 

743,822 

28,683 

2,277 

7,814 

60,108 

4,054 
2,660 


837 
4,623 
14,684 
24,264 
2,388 


28,849 
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ArUcles. 


ig07. 


TotaL 


United 
States. 


1906. 


ToCbL 


United 
States. 


Provisions— Continued. 
Meat  products- 
Bacon  and  bams 

Beef 

Dripping  and  fiats 

Lard 

Margarin,  etc 

Meats- 
Salted  or  cured,  n.  o.  s 

Tinned,  etc 

Mutton 

Pork 

Poultry 

Stearin 

Tallow 

Railway  materials^  n.  e.  s 

Seeds 

Sheep  dip 

Shoemakers'  and  saddlers'  materials,  not  leather 

Silver  plate  and  plated  ware 

Soap  and  soap  powders 

Sporting  goods 

Tar  and  kindred  substances 

Tin,  plate  and  sheet 

Tobacco,  and  manuiiutures  of: 

iW. 

Cigars 

Cigarettes 

Other 

Toys  and  fancy  goods 

Vegetables: 

Beans  and  peas 

Tinned,  etc 

Wax  for  candles 

Wood,  and  manufectures  of: 

Boxes 

Furniture  and  cabinetware— 

Bedsteads 

School  and  church 

Other 

Houses  and  frames 

Planed  and  grooved 

Railway  sleepers 

Timber,  etc 

Other 


$548,070 
454,448 
22,244 
116,796 
66,203 

10,735 

158,511 

157,129 

31.106 

28,245 

27,457 

13,421 

20,346 

101,432 

378,806 

45,141 

376,925 

n5,841 

195,307 

50,957 

12,292 

70,350 

209,570 
193,394 
117,662 
301,470 
188,820 

50,996 

55,896 

263,068 

126,348 

145,610 
83,187 
755,898 
120,304 
341,404 
31,505 
562,022 
173,921 


13,172 


14,096 

106,350 

2S3 

1,066 
95,402 


6,010 

350 

7,406 

9 

196 

3.460 

25,661 

516 

14,657 

19,620 

5,465 

204 

1,586 


138,383 
2,740 
3,275 
6,375 
5,450 

4,364 

8,589 

158,316 

1,260 

1,231 
18,106 
93,456 
49,429 
68,326 
15,719 
189,899 
63,806 


$429,444 
60,826 
26,150 
121,925 
65,546 

8,316 

121,890 

23,661 

8,263 

9,688 

13,120 

43,958 

7,547 

86,876 

289,688 

66,378 

300,170 

667,727 

210,311 

60.797 

12.920 

66,364 

267,903 
177,316 
128,845 
288,257 
165,421 

60,639 
38,255 
231,684 

145,041 

113,141 
40,533 
526,135 
108.148 
78,832 
9,041 
438,997 
121,721 


$6,124 


15,826 

110, 7n 

301 

2,253 
76.968 


8,010 


5,873 

19 

34 

1,907 

45,366 

1,017 

5,109 

29,412 

9,280 

160 


180,430 
1,158 
2,214 
6,137 
6,771 

2,620 
6,831 
91,665 


1,114 

9,075 

56,660 

33,126 

56,465 


80,096 
70,822 


HEAVY   DECLINE    IN    EXPORTS. 


The  value  of  the  merchandise  exported  from  Cape  Colony,  aside 
from  goods  in  transit  from  other  South  African  states,  amounted  to 
$57,203,050  in  1907  and  $36,068,531  m  1908,  a  falling  off  of  37  per 
cent.  The  goods  in  transit  exported  in  1907  amounted  to 
$157,371,714,  as  compared  with  $167,061,193  m  1908.  The  exports 
of  diamonds  produced  in  Cape  Colony  in  1908,  as  compared  with  1907, 
showed  a  decrease  of  61  per  cent  in  value,  but  of  only  33  per  cent  in 
quantity.  The  exports  of  asbestos  increased  from  $38,489  to 
$100,722;  dried  and  preserved  fish  from  $75,367  to  $151,090;  fruit 
from  $117,764  to  $165,281;  com  from  $63,478  to  $113,744;  oats 
from  $157,874  to  $518,170.  The  exports  of  ostrich  feathers  de- 
creased about  4  per  cent  in  value,  but  increased  about  6  per  cent  in 
quantity.  Flour  milled  from  imported  wheat  was  exported  in  1908 
to  the  value  of  $164,784,  whereas  in  1907  only  $403  worth  was 
shipped. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  exports  of  Angora  hair  of  27  per  cent  in 
value  and  4  per  cent  in  quantity.     Exportis  of  goatskins  oecreased  in 
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value  23  per  cent,  but  increased  5  per  cent  in  quantity.  Sheepsktos 
declined  m  value  23  per  cent,  but  increased  in  quantity  8  per  cent, 
and  wool  sMpments  lost  15  per  cent  in  value,  but  gained  3  per  cent  in 
quantity.  The  loss  in  the  total  value  of  exports  was  due  mainly  to 
tne  decline  in  exports  of  diamonds  from  $43,687,821  in  1907  to 
$23,342,920  in  1908,  caused  by  the  decreased  demand  in  the  United 
States  and  to  low  prices  obtamed  in  Europe  and  America  for  Cape 
Colony  staple  products. 

EXPORTS   BY   ARTICLES. 

The  value  of  the  principal  articles  of  South  African  produce  ex- 
ported oversea  during  1907  and  1908  is  shown  in  the  following  state- 
ment: 


Articles. 


Animals: 

Bulls  and  oxen 

Horses 

Moles 

Sheep  and  lambs 

Other 

Asbestos 

Books,  stationery,  etc — 

Boxwood 

Breadstofls: 

Com 

Flour 

Oats 

Other 

Carriages  and  carts 

Chemicals  and  drugs: 

Aloes 

Argol 

Bnchu  leaves 

Other 

Coal 

Copper,  regulus  or  smelt- 

Curlos 

Diamonds: 

Cape  Colony 

Transvaal 

Orange  River  Colony 

Rhodesia 

Feathers,  ostrich 

Fish,  dried  and  preserved 

Flowers,  everlasting 

Fodder  and  forage 

Food  and  drink  n.  e.  s. . . 
Fruit: 

Fresh 

Dried,  etc 


1907. 

1908.    ' 

$40,966 

12,180 

78,701 

48,519 

16,054 

2,628 

16,473 

8,769 

61,117 

48,256 

38,480 

100,722 

15,650 

16,879 

11,368 

12,142 

68,478 

113,744 

403 

164,784 

157,874 

618,170 

17,192 

16,390 

47,764 

16,414 

27,904 

38,645 

13,864 

8,487 

44,776 

35,447 

1,922 

1,031 

66,373 

107,000 

2,035.034 

1,640.497 

12,083 

7,105 

29,064,308 

11,092,792 

9,167,979 

9,580,910 

6,394,636 

2,640,013 

70,903 

20,206 

8,828,852 

8,459,870 

75,367 

151,090 

127,740 

85,884 

15,879 

109,331 

28,765 

24,239 

87,699 

161,378 

30,065 

3,903 

Articles. 


Gold,  raw: 

Cape  Colony. . . 

Transvaal 

Rhodesia 

Bechuanaland. 

Hair,  Angora 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cow  and  ox 

Goat 


Sheep 

Other 

Horns,  ox  and  cow 

Leather  manufactures . . 
Ores: 

Copper 

Tin 

Spirits  and  wines 

Tobacco 

Vegetables: 

Potatoes 

Other 

Wool,  raw: 

In  the  grease 

Washed 

Scoured 

All  other  articles 


1907. 


$14,906 

,093,362 

1,935,485 

99,242 

1,450,886 

467,422 
1,198,263 
40,124 
!,  194. 421 
12,564 
15,504 
10,823 

774,858 
90,229 
29,826 
11,927 

15,694 
8,272 

1,601.827 

54,723 

,372,479 

361,364 


1906. 


$3,494 

139,281,629 

11,230,899 

98.246 

3,225,136 

442>019 
922,650 
25,048 
1,686,300 
6,966 
12,692 
12,224 

394,916 
23,534 
31,627 
13,825 

8,506 
7,201 

8,997,366 

50,592 

1,197.100 

213.343 


Total 214,574.7(4 

Reexports 1.878.3t;i 


Specie. 
Farc«i  post . 


Grand  total.. 


48, 825 
127.779 


210,029.729 


2a3. 129.724 

1,209,335 

521,426 

110,304 


204,970,789 


TRADE    WITH   THE    UNITED   STATES. 

There  were  substantial  increases  in  imports  from  the  United  States 
of  binding  twine,  flour,  wheat,  oatmeal,  cutlery,  sewing  machines, 
corrugated  and  galvanized  plate  and  sheet  iron,  boots  and  shoes  for 
women,  kerosene  oil,  sheep  dip,  toilet  soap,  typewriters,  unmanu- 
factured tobacco,  and  staves.  The  articles  in  which  imports  from 
the  United  States  decreased  were  medicinal  preparations,  fruits, 
sugar,  electric  wire  and  cable,  manufacturea  sweets,  furniture, 
glassware,  cash  registers,  fencing  wire,  stoves,  agricultural  machinery 
and  implements,  water-boring,  printing,  and  manufacturing  ma- 
chinery, parafl^  wax  for  candles,  and  pine  lumber. 
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COMMEBCIAL  RELATIONS. 


From  the  American  manufacturer's  point  of  view,  except  perhaps 
in  the  case  of  mining  machinery  and  other  special  supphes  for  tne 
mines,  the  trade  of  British  South  Africa  should  be  considered  as  a 
whole  instead  of  that  for  each  colony  separately.  The  same  customs 
tariff  obtains  in  all  the  colonies;  the  same  steamers  cany  freight  to 
Cape  Town,  Durban,  and  Port  Elizabeth,  and  the  re<juu'ements  of 
the  people  in  all  sections  of  British  South  Africa  are  similar.  Mer- 
chants will  rarely  accept  agencies  except  for  the  whole  country,  as 
the  population  is  too  small  in  one  colony  to  make  it  worth  while. 
Furtnermore,  the  trade  in  a  single  colony,  in  the  majority  of  articles, 
would  not  justify  sending  a  representative  here  from  the  United 
States  to  exploit  its  market. 

The  prospects  of  Cape  Colony  offering  the  United  States  a  wider 
field  for  its  products  during  1909  are  excellent.  Building  will  not  be 
carried  on  to  any  extent,  as  there  are  sufficient  houses  and  office 
buildings  for  a  much  larger  population,  and  railwav  construction 
will  be  confined  to  completing  short  branch  lines  already  commenced; 
but  in  almost  every  other  direction  there  will  be  an  increased  demand 
for  foreign  goods,  and  American  manufacturers  should  make  greater 
efforts  to  secure  a  larger  share  of  a  market  which  all  other  foreign 
countries  are  exerting  themselves  to  acquire. 

The  acreage  under  cultivation  in  proportion  to  the  area  of  British 
South  Africa  is  exceedingly  small,  but  the  land  has  proven  so  rich  and 
fertile  under  irrigation  tnat  the  government  is  doing  everything 
possible  to  assist  the  farmer  in  this  direction,  and  it  is  confidently 
expected  that  the  production  of  all  cereals  will  show  an  increase  in 
1909.  Indications  point  to  increased  imports  of  modem  agricultural 
and  dairy  implements  and  machinery.  A  larger  number  of  wells 
will  be  sunk  m  1909,  requiring  water-boring  machinery  and  wind 
mills.  Machinery  for  canning,  bacon  and  ham,  candle,  and  other 
factories  will  be  required  when  the  union  of  the  colonies  is  established 
arid  a  stable  customs  tariff  is  assured. 

DECLARED   EXPORTS — INDUSTRIES — SHIPPING. 

In  the  following  comparative  statement  is  shown  the  value  of  the 
exports  to  the  United  States,  as  declared  at  the  American  consulate- 
general  at  Cape  Town  in  1907  and  1908: 


Articles. 


Chemicals,  drugs,  and  medi- 
cines: 

Aloes 

Argol 

Buchu 

Curios 

Feathers 

Flowers,  everlasting 

Hides  and  skins: 

Goat 

Sheep 


1907. 

1908. 

$1,898 

$3,492 

2,096 

448 

21,425 

12,246 

310 

1,459 

40,013 

29,116 

3,596 

3,576 

33,336 

13,924 

3,188 

529 

Articles. 


1907. 


Law  publications. , 
Lobster,  canned.. 

Wool 

All  other  articles.., 


$1,009 
14,285 


Total 

Returned  American  goods. 


2,965 


124,120 
18,328 


Grand  total.. 


142,448 


1908. 


$28,661 
2.971 
1,477 


97,800 
10,706 


106,607 


Within  the  past  two  years  a  factory  has  been  established  at  Moor- 
reesburg;  Cape  Colony,  for  the  manufacture  of  oatmeal,  rolled  oats. 
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pearl  barley,  compressed  fodder,  pig  meal,  etc.  The  machinery,  im- 
ported from  Canadaj  and  the  plant  for  this  factory  are  said  to  nave 
cost  $750,000.  Until  1908  the  dynamite  factory  at  Somerset  West, 
one  of  the  largest  producers  of  industrial  explosives  in  the  world,  dis- 
posed of  its  output  to  the  mines  in  South  Arrica,  but  an  export  trade 
IS  now  being  developed  with  AustraUa.  The  first  shipment  of  57,100 
pounds,  valued  at  $11,037,  was  shipped  during  the  fij^t  three  months 
of  1909.  This  factorjr,  it  is  estimated,  will  turn  out  about  10,000  tons 
annually.  The  planting  of  oUve  trees  was  commenced  in  the  colony 
a  few  years  ago,  and,  although  the  industry  is  still  in  its  infancy,  one 
farmer  is  reported  to  have  produced  500  bottles  of  oUve  oil  during 
1908. 

The  condition  of  the  wine  and  brandy  industry,  upon  which  so 
much  of  the  prosperity  of  the  western  section  of  Cape  Colony  depends, 
is  much  depressed,    "before  the  war  wine  sold  at  $29  a  leaguer  (27 

fallons),  and  brandy  at  $97.  To-dav  wine  is  being  offered  at  $10  and 
randy  at  $29,  which  is  less  than  the  cost  of  production. 
During  1908,  999  steamships  of  4,487,895  tons,  and  36  sailing 
vessels  of  37,619  tons  entered  with  cargo  at  the  port  of  Cape  Town. 
Of  these,  441  steamships  and  26  sailing  vessels  were  engaged  m  foreign 
and  the  remainder  in  coastwise  trade.  The  cargo  landed  at  the  port 
aggregated  563,376  tons.  There  cleared  from  the  port  with  cargo 
839  steamships  of  4,383,534  tons,  and  14  sailing  vessels  of  10,409  tons, 
of  which  366  steamships  and  8  sailing  vessefa  were  engaged  in  the 
foreign  trade.  The  cargo  cleared  from  the  port  amounted  to  140,339 
tons.  One  American  whaling  vessel  is  included  in  the  number  of 
vessels  clearing. 

RAILWAYS — BANKING — TRADE   REVIVAL. 

Although  railway  rates  in  Cape  Colony  were  increased,  the  earnings 
dropped  &om  $16,886,755  in  1907  to  $13,869,525  in  1908.  Banking 
returns  for  Cape  Colony  in  1908  Ukewise  give  evidence  of  trade  con- 
traction. Unsecured  bills  and  overdrafts  amounted  to  $13,964,543, 
as  compared  with  $14,268,578  the  year  previous,  showing  that  the 
banks  evidently  considered  it  necessary  to  restrict  faciUties.  The 
total  number  of  insolvencies  for  Cape  Colony  during  1908  was  844, 
against  777  in  1907. 

Unsatisfactory  as  are  the  trade,  banking,  and  insolvency  returns 
for  1908,  and  while  the  Cape  Colony  will  be  the  slowest  to  recover 
from  the  depression  of  the  past  five  years,  the  marked  revival  in  the 
trade  situation  in  the  Transvaal,  brought  about  by  the  recent  expan- 
sion of  the  gold  mining  industry,  is  fJready  reacting  beneficially  on 
conditions  in  Cape  Colony.  The  imports  into  this  colony  during  the 
fiirst  four  months  of  1909  showed  an  increase  of  $2,244,262,  and 
exports  increased  $5,473,026.  Prices  of  staple  products,  such  as 
wool,  mohair,  ostrich  feathers,  hides,  and  skins  have  advanced  on  the 
European  markets,  and  much  larger  shipments  of  these  articles  were 
made  during  the  first  four  months  of  1909  than  in  1908.  The  Quan- 
tity of  diamonds  exported  also  showed  a  substantial  increase.  With 
every  prospect  of  a  union  of  the  South  African  Colonies  being  accom- 
plished by  1910,  the  outlook  for  1909  is  very  encouraging. 
J8077— c  B  1908— VOL  2 48 


Digitized  by 


Google 


754 


COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 


IRRIGATION — EXPORTS   FROM    KIMBERLET   AGENCY. 

The  government  director  of  irrigation  recently  made  the  following 
statements  in  an  address  before  the  irrigation  congress  in  Cape  Colony: 

During  1908  irrigation  schemes  were  taken  in  hand  with  an  ultimate  capacity  of 
30,000  to  40,000  acres.  Taking  the  last  census  figures  for  what  they  are  worth,  we  might 
expect  that  about  half  a  million  acres  are  now  under  irrig^ation  in  the  Cape  Colony. 
At  a  moderate  estimate  it  should  be  possible  to  increase  this  area  to  3,000,000  acres  at 
some  future  date,  but  very  much  more  scientific  methods  of  irrigation  must  first  become 
the  rule  and  not  Uie  exception.  The  cost  of  bringing  land  under  irrigation  in  South 
Africa  is  very  high  indeed.  Schemes  costing  $24  per  acre  are  comparatively^  rare; 
$48  per  acre  or  thereabout  is  common  and  financially  sound  at  present.  Many  irriga- 
tion schemes  in  this  colony  have  cost  $97  and  even  $146  per  acre.  The  Ashton  Canal, 
which  commands  40,000  acres,  of  which  for  the  present  only  35,000  acres  of  the  beet 
are  included  in  the  project,  is  estimated  to  cost  about  $44  per  acre. 

The  declared  exports  from  Kimberley  Agency  to  the  United  States, 
as  reported  by  Consular  Agent  Alpheus  F.  WiUiams,  amounted  to 
$20,309  during  1908,  household  effects  forming  $1,536  of  this  amount 
and  personal  effects  $720.     Diamonds  made  up  the  balance. 

PORT  ElilZABETH. 

By  Consul  R.  B.  Mosher. 

The  total  trade  of  Port  Elizabeth,  Cape  Colony,  in  1908  amounted 
to  $39,175,456,  a  loss  of  $6,068,677  when  compared  with  the  trade 
of  1907.  Imports  fell  from  $29,911,344  to  $26,279,708,  and  exports 
from  $15,332,789  to  $12,895,748,  ana  indications  point  to  no  improve- 
ment in  the  trade  of  the  port  during  1909.  The  customs  duties  col- 
lected in  1908  fell  $517,246  below  the  1907  collection,  amounting  to 
$3,256,545  as  compared  with  $3,773,791  the  previous  year.  Shipping 
ako  declined  during  the  year.  In  1908,  1,001  vessels  of  5,569,524 
tons  entered  and  cleared  through  the  customs  of  Port  Elizabeth, 
against  1.049  vessels  of  5,706,792  tons  in  1907.  Of  the  vessels  that 
entered  m  1908,  383  of  2,352,649  tons  were  British  and  119  of 
479,107  tons  were  foreign.  One  American  vessel  of  1,727  tons 
entered  in  1908  as  compared  with  3  of  4,702  tons  in  1907.  The 
passengers  carried  by  water  numbered  5,122  in  1908  and  4,611  in  1907. 

IMPORTS   BY   ARTICLES. 

In  the  following  statement  is  given  the  value  of  the  principal 
imports  into  Port  EUzabeth  in  1907  and  1908,  respectively: 


Articles. 


Aerated  waters 

Animals: 

Horses,  etc 

Sheep  and  lambs 

other 

Apparatus,  assay 

Apparel  and  slops 

Arms  and  ammunition 

Bags,  not  leather  or  paper. 

Beads 

Blacking 

Bluing 

Books  and  other  printed 

matter 

Brass,  and  manulactures  of. 
BreadstufTs: 

Biscuits 

Flour... 


1907. 


$16,094 

4,283 

12,682 

9,583 

14,502 

2,813,896 

301,300 

225,682 

12,001 

13,894 

13,894 

128,956 
32,236 

66,924 
163|266 


1908. 


114,410 

24,673 
3,660 
12,887 
12,211 


198,442 
8,429 
21,963 
11,285 

277,132 
14,079 

51,473 
202,061 


Articles. 


Breadstuffs— Continued. 

Oatmeal 

Wheat 

Other 

Brush  ware 

Candles 

Canvas  and  duck 

Caoutchouc  and  gutta- 

percha 

Carpets 

Cars,  carriages,  etc.,  and 
parts: 
Axles,    bushes,    and 

springs 

Bicydes  and  trlcydes. . 
Cars,  railway  and 

street. 

Carts  and  cftrriages... 


1907. 


170,317 

1,589,370 

94,906 

64,209 

117,560 
78,151 

16,389 
46,811 


23,914 
303,446 

33,671 
87,019 


1906. 


$53,210 
1,327,061 


61,4 
60,110 
47, 7» 


46,4 


17,573 
361,278 

2,272 
W.751 
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Articles. 


1907. 


1906. 


Articles. 


1907. 


1908. 


Cars*  carriages,  etc.,  and 
parts— Continued . 

Motor  vehicles 

Other 

Cement 

Chemicals,  drugs,  etc.: 

Apothecary  ware 

•       Calcium  carbide 

Disinfectants,  etc 

Medicines 

Opium 

Soda  compounds 

Other 

Chicory 

Chocolate  and  cocoa 

Clocks  and  watches. 

Coal 

Coffee: 

Raw 

Roasted,  etc 

Confectionery,  etc: 

Confectionery 

Jams  and  jellies 

Other 

Cordage  and  rope 

Corks  and  bungs 

Cotton,  mannlactures  of: 

Blankets,  rugs,  and 
sheets 

Hosiery 

Piece  goods 

Shawls 

Other 

Earthen  and  china  ware . . 

E^c^cal  materials: 

Cable  and  wire 

Fitthigs 

Explosives  and  fireworks. . 

Extracts  and  essences 

Fish: 

Drlea  or  cured 

PresCTved 

Food  and  drink,  n.e.s 

Fruits  and  nuts: 

Almonds,  etc 

Dates 

Fruit- 
Dried 

Bottled  and  tinned 
Juices  and  cordials. 
Glass,  manufactures  of: 

Bottles  and  jars 

Glassware 

Window  and  plate 

Grease,  antifriction 

Haberdashery  and  milli- 
nery  

Hats  and  caps 

Hops 

Hose , 

Ink 

Instruments: 

Musical 

Other 

Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of: 

Bar,  rod,  etc 

Bolts,  nuts,  and  rivets. 

Chain 

Cutlery 

Galvanised 

Girders,  beams,  etc 

Hardware 

Implements,  agricul- 
tural  

Machinery- 
Agricultural 

Cranes  and  eleva- 
tors  , 

ElectrlcaL 

Engines,  fire , 

Locomotives 

Manufacturing 


$162,828 

$162,566 

33,267 

20,755 

66,009 

50,725 

98,951 

96,761 

43,224 

34,003 

26,921 

16,862 

124,908 

102,489 

10,779 

2,681 

19,914 

21,515 

95,329 

78,944 

21,354 

16,386 

41,794 

28,328 

37,058 

30,435 

28,002 

25,792 

560,602 

613,831 

12,001 

9,105 

136,733 

112,426 

66,278 

34,494 

3,679 

2.395 

42,835 

89,273 

15,281 

10.106 

346,772 

311.057 

767,423 

749,232 

2,108,365 

2,164,420 

108,172 

98,374 

218,728 

249,763 

123,940 

102,878 

30,046 

22,186 

61,770 

28,036 

51,137 

38,051 

634.903 

723,368 

28,416 

20,565 

22,147 

21.189 

167,574 

134.549 

62,131 

42,006 

11,037 

9,100 

14,337 

13,266 

40,660 

29,778 

19,937 

8,765 

11,222 

9,928 

60,525 

48,042 

47,954 

38,085 

17,938 

12,478 

25,350 

17.208 

2,053,984 

214,944 

437,347 

401,720 

13,551 

12,108 

20,602 

19,266 

12.098 

10,672 

98,106 

85,850 

16,341 

14,474 

44.621 

23,422 

50,320 

24,167 

26,357 

7,874 

83,460 

82,876 

296,720 

148,871 

15.600 

11,767 

77,395 

64,257 

233,517 

68,194 

45,924 
161,091 
18,125 
12,964 
105,282 


213.294 

20,038 

8,448 

42,577 

8,906 

1.475 

38,363 


Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of— Continued. 
Machinery— Cont'd. 

Mining 

Printing. 

Sewing 

Water- boring 

Other 

Nails  and  screws 

Pig,  block,  ingot,  etc. . . 

Pipes 

Plate  and  sheet. 

Rails 

Standards,  fencing 

Stoves 

Tools 

Typewriters 

Wire- 
Fencing 

Rope 

Other 

Jute,  manufactures  of 

Lamp  ware 

Lead; 

Leather,    and    manufac- 
tures of: 
Boots  and  shoes- 
Men's , 

Women's 

Children's 

Saddlery  and  harness. . 
Other- 
Manufactured 

Unmanufactured . . 

Linen,  manufactures  of 

Linoleums  and  floor  cloths. 

Malt 

Marble  and  slate 

Mats  and  matting 

Mercury 

OUs: 

Castor 

Engine  and  machine.. . 

Lard 

Linseed 

Mineral 

Paraffin 

Salad  and  olive 

Other 

Paints,  and  painters'  goods. 
Paper,  and  manufactures 

Bags 

Printing 

Stationery,  etc 

Wall 

Wrapping 

Other 

Perftimery,  etc 

Photographic  materials 

Pickles,  spices,  etc.: 

Mustard 

Pepper 

Picnes  and  sauces. ... 

Other 

Printers'  and  bookbinders' 

materials,  n.  e.  8 , 

Provisions: 

Dairy  products- 
Butter 

Cheese 

Milk,  condensed... 
Meat  products- 
Bacon  and  hams... 
Drippings  and  fats. 

Lard,  etc 

Margarin,etc 

Meats,  tinned,  etc. . 
Tallow  and  grease, 

Rice  and  paddy , 

Salt fT?.... 

Seeds 

Sheep  dip 

Ship  chandlers'  stores 


$683,254 

$327,442 

11,975 

10,312 

34,260 

26,026 

90,381 

103,880 

449,923 

419,293 

46,237 

25,296 

43.545 

16,306 

123,380 

104,776 

72,682 

24,586 

61,211 

4,448 

80,737 

51,500 

57,240 

29,856 

50.704 

31,696 

17,369 

14,609 

294,058 

304,020 

88,136 

18,468 

567,532 

436,680 

17.539 

12,911 

40.421 

29,846 

14,006 

4,806 

1,019,541 

1,024,413 

494,748 

529,660 

290,705 

291,883 

45,808 

36,041 

116,944 

92,921 

248,835 

153,066 

62,097 

72.769 

79,952 

68,968 

30,386 

49,298 

23.890 

17,145 

11,504 

11.344 

2,146 

13,998 

30,065 

20,118 

72,915 

31,496 

11.349 

4,983 

28,737 

22,506 

10,312 

12,716 

03,617 

210, 6M 

14,960 

10.609 

26,854 

22,740 

115,309 

80,378 

32,376 

28,875 

70,925 

63,332 

461,870 

223,670 

49,302 

54,641 

35,826 

37,806 

12,093 

11.782 

63.162 

60,856 

62,255 

47,487 

10,001 

9,906 

10,292 

7,947 

35.861 

27,223 

19,009 

16,274 

12,872 

10,638 

44,460 

71,096 

139,255 

112,883 

489,652 

298,230 

250,926 

189.178 

10,672 

12,035 

42,767 

20,875 

83,073 

36,046 

66,010 

47.711 

560 

16,940 

146,366 

152.964 

10,132 

7,840 

62,486 

56,627 

161,076 

99.432 

19,904 

7,803 
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Aitid«8. 


Shoemakers'  materials,  not 

leather 

Silk,  manulactures  of: 

Piece  goods. 

Other 

Silver  plate,  and  plated 

ware 

Soap,  etc 

Spirits,  wines,  etc.: 

Ale,  beer,  and  stout.... 

Brandy 

Gin 

Whisky 

Wtoes 

Other 

Sporting  goods 

Sugar,  and  manuiikctures 

Sugar 

Glucose,  etc 

Shups,  etc 

Sulphur: 

Rock 

Flowers  of 

Tar,  etc 

Tea 

Tents  and  tarpaulins 

Tin,  and  manufactures  of: 

Plate  and  sheet 

Other 

Tobacco: 

Cigars 

Cigarettes 

Other 

Tobacconists*  wares 

Toys  and  fancy  goods 

Uniforms,  etc 


1907. 


$12,429 

33,121 
26,902 

146,759 
222,490 

61,147 
53,254 
10,487 
217,557 
61.659 
3,051 
65,630 
20,906 


578, 174 
8,200 
70,462 

23,943 


10.088 

248,868 
8,874 

17,154 
45,035 

102,790 
46,444 
15,096 
53,454 
82,963 
14, 181 


1908. 


122,313 

28,722 
15,475 

112,226 
203,828 

32,659 
35,452 

9,874 
194. 154 
46.782 

2,024 
96,765 
23,598 


588,832 
11,023 
73,912 

5 

34.450 

10,799 

224,643 

14,634 

10,001  ,1 
29,096   I 

72,681  i 
52,125 

8,911  I 
67,697  i! 
64,301    I 

3,304  , 


Articles. 


Vegetables: 

Beans  and  peas. 

Potatoes. 

Tinned,  etc 

Wax 

Wood,  and  mannfactores 
of: 

Boxes 

Flooring,  etc 

Furniture- 
Bedsteads 

School  and  church. 

Other 

Houses,  frames,  etc 

Planed  and  grooved . . . 

Railway  sleepers 

Other- 
Manufactured  

Unmanufactured . . 
Wool,  manufactures  of: 

Blankets  and  rugs 

Cloth,  etc 

Hosiery 

Shawls 

Other 

Works  of  art 

Zinc,  and  manufactures  of. . 
All  other  articles 

Total 

Imports  for  government  of 

Cape  Colony 

Imports  for  other  South 

African  governments 

Specie 

Grand  total 


1907. 


$10,341 
12,775 
28,999 
19,038 


21,442 
34,158 

74,115 

18,406 
859,863 

39,146 
101,739 

23,875 

58,826 
184,387 

246,843 

392,128 

92,137 

78,015 

8,747 

18,296 

10,289 

205,228 


29,223,099 

481,341 

158,239 
48,665 


29,911,344 


1906. 


$10,735 
23,111 
16,541 
23,457 


10,64^ 
71,104 

53,  sn 

7,592 

276,801 

31,214 

27,097 

6,063 

38,975 
121,453 

213.304 
410,080 
94,731 
67,883 
16,277 
14,456 
5,422 
4,867,345 


25,946,484 

315,729 

17,495 


26,279,706 


LIST  OF   IMPORTS    SHOWING    INCREASES. 

The  imports  of  live  animals  showed  an  increase  of  $14,672;  books 
and  printed  matter,  $148,176;  flour,  $38,795;  raw  coffee,  $53,229; 
cotton  piece  goods,  $56,065;  miscellaneous  cotton  manufactures, 
$31,035;  explosives  and  fireworks,  $88,465;  water-boring  machinery, 
$13,508;  boots  and  shoes,  $40,962;  linen  manufactures,  $10,672; 
malt,  $18,912;  paraffin  oil,  $117,044;  butter,  $26,635;  sporting  goods, 
$31,135;  sugar,  $10,658;  tobacco  pipes,  $11,265:  potatoes,  $10,336; 
flooring  and  ceiUng  wood,  $36,946;  and  woolen  cloth,  $17,952. 
Smaller  gains  were  noted  in  blacking,  caoutchouc  and  gutta-percha, 
soda  compounds,  fencing  wire,  wall  paper,  wrapping  paper,  dripping 
and  fats,  margarin  and  other  butter  substitutes,  rice  and  paddy, 
shoemakers'  materials  other  than  leather,  starch,  glucose  and  saccha- 
rine, sirups,  cigarettes,  parafiSn  and  stearin  wax,  woolen  hosiery, 
etc.  These  gains,  however,  were  not  suflScient  to  offset  the  heavier 
losses  shown  by  the  majority  of  the  articles  shipped  into  Port 
Elizabeth. 

EXPORTS. 

The  total  value  of  the  export  trade  of  Port  Elizabeth  in  1908  was 
$12,895,748,  or  $2,437,041  less  than  in  1907.  The  following  table 
shows  the  amount  and  value  of  the  principal  exports  during  these 
two  years. 
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Articles. 


Feathers,  ostrich. 

Hair,  Angora 

Hides. 


Horns 

Skins: 

Goat 

Sheep 

Wool: 

In  the  grease. 

Washed 

Scoured 


1907. 


Pounds.        Value. 


;  30, 


285,984 
175.690 
268,380 
(a) 

356,366 
680,970 

423,302 
196,664 
521, 137 


$4,429,503 

3,893,920 

197,896 

8,414 

608,580 
964.800 

4,270,685 
27.155 
833,325 


1906. 


Pounds. 


392,226 

14,700.566 

1,381,690 

94,127 

3,663,005 
8,812,298 

29,492,652 

320,463 

6.382,160 


Value, 


S4, 304, 518 

2,830,254 

151,470 

6,881 

466,702 
822,185 

3,442,923 
42,942 
655,504 


a  Not  given. 

The  total  value  of  the  articles  declared  through  the  American 
consulate  at  Port  Elizabeth  for  export  to  the  United  States  in  1908 
was  $1,458,380,  a  gain  of  $194,092  over  1907.  Ostrich  feathers 
valued  at  $1,345,771  were  exported  to  the  United  States  in  1908,  as 
compared  with  $1,114,402  worth  in  1907,  and  dry  hides  to  the  value 
of  $14,262,  a  loss  of  $1,519  from  the  1907  shipments.  Angora  goat- 
skins fell  from  $96,921  in  1907  to  $73,656  in  1908,  and  sheepskms  from 
$20,907  to  $1,440.  The  declared  value  of  the  wool  exported  to 
American  ports  was  $19,313,  as  compared  with  $15,021  in  1907,  and 
$1,232  worth  of  springbok  skins  appeared  among  the  articles  shipped 
to  the  United  States  in  1908,  none  having  been  exported  to  tnat 
country  in  1907. 

EAST   LONDON    AGENCY. 

There  was  a  loss  of  $4,039,085  in  the  total  trade  of  East  London 
during  1908  as  compared  with  1907.  The  imports  amounted  to 
$12,951,387,  against  $14,966,585  the  previous  year,  and  exports  de- 
clined from  $7,085,838  in  1907  to  $5,061,951  in  1908.  The  shipping 
of  the  port  also  fell  off  both  in  the  number  of  vessels  and  in  tonnage. 
In  1908,  431  vessels  of  2,327,922  tons  entered  the  port  as  compared 
with  474  vessels  of  2,472,796  tons  in  1907.  Of  the  vessels  entering 
in  1 908, 340  of  1 ,950,489  tons  were  British.  No  American  ship  entered 
the  port  of  East  London  during  1908,  nor  did  any  flying  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  touch  here  in  1907. 

The  total  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  declared  through 
the  agency  at  East  London  in  1908,  as  reported  by  Consular  Agent 
WiUiam  H.  Fuller,  was  $42,301,  and  included  dry  hides  to  the  value 
of  $25,020,  against  $41,103  in  1907,  and  Angora  goatskins  valued  at 
$10,464,  against  $20,380  in  the  previous  year.  Wool  exports  aggre- 
gated $6,143,  and  returned  American  goods  made  up  the  balance  of 
the  1908  exports. 

NATAL. 


By  Consul  Edwin  S.  Cunningham,  Dukban. 

The  year  1908  was  not  a  bright  one  commercially  or  industrially  for 
Natal,  but  it  showed  that  the  grip  in  which  the  general  depression  had 
held  this  country  for  the  preceding  four  years  had  been  relaxed  to 
some  extent.  Tnere  is  but  little  consolation  to  be  derived  from  the 
statistics  as  to  over-sea  imports,  which  declined  9  per  cent,  or  from 
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the  exports,  which  declined  4  per  cent;  but  there  is  great  satisfaction 
in  the  present  domestic  progress  and  development,  which  have  greatly 
increased  the  value  of  Natal  products. 

Conditions  seem  to  indicate  an  early  return  to  normal  trade  and 
industry.  Disappointments  exist,  but  upon  the  whole  there  is 
evidence  of  internal  development  and  progress  that  does  much  to 
restore  a  feeUng  of  confidence  for  the  ruture  under  closer  political 
union.  The  year  opened  with  a  renewal  of  Zululand  troubles  with 
the  natives  that  threatened  further  industrial  developments,  but 
these  were  settled  early  in  the  year,  and  were  followed  by  renewed 
activity  in  industry;  new  lands  open  for  occupation  were  taken, 
resulting  in  a  great  increase  in  the  sugar  planting,  and  the  justification 
for  the  erection  of  a  central  sugar  miU  for  the  accommodation  of  small 
planters  was  soon  apparent. 

CATTLE   DISEASE — AGRICULTURAL  AND  OTHER   INDUSTRIES. 

The  colony  suffered  severely  from  the  ravages  of  the  East  Coast 
fever,  which  continues  to  spread  slowly  and  seems  to  defy  the  constant 
efforts  of  the  government  to  stamp  it  out.  In  consequence  of  the 
prevalence  of  this  disease  communication  by  means  of  ox-wagon 
transports  was  prohibited  in  many  districts,  resulting  in  a  serious 
check  to  internal  trade.  The  contmuance  of  the  disease  resulted  in 
the  slaughter  of  many  cattle,  causing  a  reduction  in  the  importation 
of  preserved  and  frozen  meats  from  abroad  and  a  lai^  increase  in 
importation  of  mules  from  other  colonies,  and  greatly  influencing  the 
decrease  in  other  over-sea  imports. 

In  other  respects  the  farming  interests  in  the  colony  seem  to  be  in  a 
thriving  condition.  The  acreage  under  cultivation  is  increasing 
rapidly,  as  is  evidenced  by  a  large  demand  for  agricultural  implements 
of  an  improved  character.  Com  remains  the  staple  product,  and  its 
production  is  likely  to  assume  larger  proportions  in  the  near  future. 
The  output  of  sugar  has  increased  n-om  35,000  to  51,000  tons,  and  the 
average  price  is  $78  per  ton.  The  shipments  of  wool,  oversea  and 
intercolonial,  increased  from  20,264,000  to  24,117,170  p>ounds, 
though  the  average  range  of  price  was  lower.  There  was  a  slight 
increase  in  the  proauction  of  monair;  1,202  tons  of  tea  were  produced 
against  1 , 1 00  tons  the  previous  year.  Fruit  was  exported  to  the  value 
of  $12,624;  of  wattle  bark  24,000  tons  were  exported,  and  there  was 
an  increase  in  the  exports  of  hides  and  skins.  Coal,  the  only  known 
mineral  in  the  colony,  increased  in  output,  reaching  1,669,774  tons. 
The  transit  trade  to  the  interior  colonies  suffered  a  further  decline. 

CLOSER  POLmCAL  UNION. 

The  chief  event  of  importance  during  the  year,  and  one  that  will 
make  it  memorable  in  history,  was  the  step  taken  toward  welding 
the  four  self-governing  colonies  into  a  new  British  doniinion.  The 
chairman  of  the  Durban  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  considering  at  the 
close  of  the  year  the  effects  of  the  proposed  constitution  upon  trade, 
said: 

The  great  drawbacks  to  the  progrees  and  prosperity  of  South  Africa  to-day  are  lack 
of  confidence,  lack  of  enterprise,  and  the  conflicting  interests  of  the  various  govern- 
ments. This  all  conduces  to  instability,  and  the  depression  under  which  we  are 
suffering.    Under  union  we  may  look  forward  to  stability  of  government;  our  customfl 
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tariffs  will  not  be  subject  to  frequent  and  radical  changes  as  in  the  past;  there  will  be 
stability  in  the  railway  tariffs  and  great  reduction  in  rates  will  take  place,  which  will 
lessen  the  cost  of  living  to  the  people  of  the  interior,  and  greatly  increase  their  spending 
powers.  Mining  will  benefit  by  the  lower  cost  of  machinery  and  materials,  and  will 
thus  be  able  to  work  with  greater  economy;  many  low  grade  properties,  which  now 
remain  undeveloped,  will  be  opened  up  and  worked  with  a  profit.  The  benefit  from 
these  changes  alone  will  be  so  great  and  so  uniform  that  progress  and  i>rosperity  can  not 
fail  to  follow;  a  feeling  of  security  will  be  restored ;  new  enterprises  will  be  undertaken 
with  confidence;  and  outside  capital  will  once  more  flow  into  the  country. 

FOREIGN   TRADE. 

The  total  over-sea  trade,  inclusive  of  gold  and  specie,  for  1907  and 
1908,  is  given  in  the  following  statement: 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

1907 , 

$37,655,804 
34,233,014 

$16,029,643 
15,376,819 

$53,685,447 
49,608,933 

1906 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  port  the  tonnage  of  cargo 
shipped .  exceeded  that  of  cargo  landed.  In  1907,  cargo  landed 
amounted  to  479,482  tons,  and  472,159  tons  were  shipped.  For  1908 
the  cargo  landed  and  shipped  amounted  to  437,051  and  608,075 
tons,  respectively.  The  bunker  coal  in  1908  was  710,777  tons,  and 
in  1907,  666,830  tons,  which  may  be  added  to  the  amount  of  cargo 
shipped,  but  as  it  was  bunkers  it  is  not  included  in  the  cargo  as  an 
export. 

The  following  table  shows  the  vaJue  in  American  currency  of  the 
over-sea  imports  and  exports,  by  principal  articles,  in  1908: 


Articles. 


Agricultural  Implements. . . 

Animals,  live 

Apparel  and  slops 

Arms  and  ammunition 

Bark 

Brass  and  copper 

Breadstufls: 

Flour,  wheat 

Wheat 

Oats 

Oatmeal 

Candles. 

Can,  carriages,  etc.: 

Bicycles,  etc 

Motors 

Carts  and  carriages. . . . 

Cement 

Clocks  and  watches 

Coal,  coke,  etc 

Cotton  goods 

Drugs,  chemicals,  etc 

Electrical  apparatus 

Fish 

Fruits 

Furniture 

Glass  and  glassware 

Haberdashery  and  milli- 
nery  .'. 

Hair,  Angora 

Hats  and  caps 

Hides  and  skins 

Hosiery 

Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of: 

Galvanized 


Imports.    <    Exports. 


$282,084 
133,920 

1,624,589 
319,218 


36,687 

1,061,806 

240,342 

7,782 

64,274 

89,607 

184,566 

193,186 

77,873 

98,235 

42,883 

10,618 

1,289,120 

672,015 

417,788 

280,602 

267,722 

458,500 

204,739 

2,944,290 


129,939 

6,667 

287,007 


394,164 


$2,993 

7,232 

3,188 

2,250 

649,726 

44,196 

13,242 
122 

14,069 

200 

2,935 

399 

10,606 

15,889 

267 

92 

3,477,994 

9,509 

2,813 

6,606 
12,621 
26,205 

1,158 

8,341 

230,550 

433 

no,  129 

186 


2,098 


Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of— Continued. 
Machinery- 
Agricultural 

Other 

Pipes,  etc 

Wire 

Other 

Jewelry 

Leather,    and    mannflBO- 
turesof: 

Leather 

Boots  and  shoes 

Saddlery,etc 

Provisions: 
-  Butter  and  substitutes. 

Cheese 

Meat- 
Bacon  and  hams.. 

Frosen 

Tinned 

Spirits,  potable 

Tobacco 

Wood  and  timber 

WoqLand  manufactures  of: 

Wool 

Fabrics 

AU  other  articles 

Total 

Specie  and  raw  gold 

Government  stores 

Grand  total 


Imports. 


$158,487 
865,064 
129,000 
166,967 
102,527 
44,694 


140,360 

1,030,809 

120,426 

1,172,087 
209,872 

366,641 
881,764 
91,378 
668,119 
276,386 
836,537 

141 

604,896 

11,667,053 


31,342, <89 
1,581.612 
1,308,913 


34,233,014 


Exports. 


$1,172 
32,367 
682 
827 
25,202 
26,844 


1,007 
1,173 
J6,218 

11,178 


26,167 


60,128 
12,390 
2,620 

3,200,360 

9,797 

1,377,367 


10,063,499 
5,312,320 


16,376,819 
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The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  over-sea  imports  into 
Natal,  exclusive  of  specie  and  government  stores,  by  countries,  dur- 
ing 1907  and  1908: 


Country. 

1907. 



1906. 

Country. 

1907. 

1906. 

British  Empire: 

United  Kingdom 

Canada              .... 

$18,053,100 

723,3fi9 

3,390,634 

1,931,767 

486,478 

$17,718,627 

557,725 

2,628,212 

1,816,503 

506,140 

Foraign  countrtos— Contd. 
Japan .... 

$1^,202 
456,020 
94,848 
45,667 
123,648 
89,242 
57,366 
431,650 
106,567 
1,160,293 

$87,652 

Italy 

NetiMviands.       .    . . 

165,850 

Aiistralaflia 

427,382 

British  India  . 

118,630 

Portugal 

51,444 

Rassia 

22,220 
66,535 

Total    

24,585,247 

23,227,107 

Rnftfn 

52,150 
£95,455 

Forelm  countries: 
United  States 

2,501,654 

1,089,410 

147,080 

381,027 

709,049 
1,983,162 

2,190.354 
476,250 
119,502 
343,419 
106,639 
664,954 

1,921,344 

Sweden 

SwlUterland 

74,865 

Argentina 

Austria-Hungary 

Belgium 

All  other  oountries 

Total 

630,710 

9,580,493 

8,115,382 

China 

Grand  total 

France  

34,165,740 

31,342,480 

Germany 

a  Included  In  "  All  other  countries." 
INCREASED   OUTPUT  OP   SOUTH   AFRICAN   PRODUCTS. 

The  total  exports  of  merchandise,  exclusive  of  $4,840,056  gold  and 
$472,264  specie,  amounted  to  $10,063,499.  Of  this  total  $9,540,326 
was  of  South  African  products,  an  increase  of  $801,528  over  1907. 
That  the  exports  of  domestic  products  are  increasing  denotes  a 
healthy  state,  and  indicates  a  development  of  intern^  resources. 
The  efforts  oi  individuals,  encouraged  by  government  support,  are 

Proving  effective  in  developing  the  natural  resources  of  the  colony, 
he  potentialities  of  Natal  in  agricultural,  dairying,   and  pastoral 
industries  are  great. 

The  principal  articles  of  export  are  coal,  wool,  hides,  and  skins, 
bark  and  com,  all  of  which,  excepting  com,  showed  substantial  in- 
creases during  the  past  year.  The  imports  of  com  decreased  about 
200,000  bushels.  Noteworthy  increases  were  made  in  the  over-sea 
exports  of  South  African  products  in  fodder,  whale  oil,  common  soap, 
spirits,  and  sugar.  None  of  the  products  of  Natal  is  likely  to  find  a 
market  in  the  United  States  except  hides,  the  exportation  of  which  to 
the  United  States  has  been  small  during  the  last  two  years,  owing 
to  the  enforcement  of  the  quarantine  laws  of  the  United  States 
governing  importation  of  hides  from  Africa.  In  time  wattle  bark 
may  find  a  sale  in  the  American  markets,  and  there  is  no  reason  why 
Natal  wool  should  not  be  imported  airectly  instead  of  through 
London  brokers.  NataFs  shipments  of  domestic  products  to  other 
Statesof  the  South  African  Customs  Union  increased  20  percent  during 
the  year. 

ANALYSIS   OF   IMPORT  TRADE. 

Food  and  drink  remain  the  most  important  group  of  imports  into 
Natal,  though  they  declined  $1,974,918  as  compared  with  1907. 
Three-fourtfi  of  this  decrease  was  in  meat,  the  demand  for  which 
has  fallen  off  slightly,  but  it  can  be  more  correctly  accounted  for  by 
the  great  number  of  cattle  which  were  slaughtered  by  diiiection  of  the 
Government  in  districts  infected  with  East  Coast  fever  and  which 
have  supplied  the  local  demand  to  a  large  extent. 
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The  imports  of  manufactured  articles  decreased  from  $20^343,659 
in  1907  to  $19,862,590  in  1908,  or  $481,059.  Raw  material  decreased 
from  $2,840,697  to  $2,522,542,  or  $318,137,  and  animals  from  $170,230 
to  $133,920,  or  $36,310. 

After  food  and  drink,  hardware  and  cutlery  form  a  very  interesting 
group  of  imports,  and  will  increase  in  the  future,  as  will  also  imports 
of  mining  machinery  and  agricultural  implements;  boots  and  shoes 
constitute  another  important  class  of  imports;  other  articles  largely 
imported  are  furniture  of  various  kinds,  drugs  and  chemicals,  carts 
and  carriages,  manufactured  and  immanufactured  wood,  cotton 
goods,  slops  and  apparel,  haberdashery  and  millinery  goods,  paper 
and  stationery,  jewelry,  and  paraffin. 

The  relative  order  of  countries  from  which  imports  are  received 
remained  unchanged  from  last  year,  the  United  Kingdom  holding 
first  position,  with  Australasia  second,  and  America  third.  Norway, 
Sweden,  and  Portugal  are  the  only  countries  that  showed  an  increase 
during  the  past  year;  imports  from  every  other  countrv,  including 
the  United  kingdom,  decreased.  Germany  practically  neld  its  own 
in  the  amount  of  imports,  and  slightly  increased  its  percentage  of  the 
total.  Netherlands  increased  its  percentage  of  the  total  imports, 
thoiigh  its  amount  is  smaller;  imports  from  the  Netherlands  consist 
chie^  of  cheese,  butter,  and  substitutes,  chocolate,  and  a  few  other 
articles,  all  of  which  are  popular  in  the  local  market. 

TRADE    WITH   UNFTED   STATES. 

Nata?8  exports  to  the  United  States  in  1908,  according  to  the 
statistics  of  the  South  African  Customs  Union,  amounted  to  $1,767 
against  $28,016  in  1907,  $19,054  in  1906,  $5,766  in  1905,  and  $4,036 
in  1904.  The  exports  consist  of  hides,  whale  oil  and  whalebone.  The 
whale  products  are  the  catch  of  American  vessels.  I  may  state,  how- 
ever, tne  above  returns  differ  materially  from  those  compiled  in  this 
consulate  from  the  invoices  certified  for  shipment  to  America. 

Of  imports,  the  United  States  supplied  6.99  per  cent  in  1908, 
against  7.01  per  cent  in  1907,  and  8.24  percent  in  1905.  Their  values  for 
the  years  from  1905  to  1908  were  $3,986,030,  $3,604,670,  $2,501,654, 
and  $2,190,354,  respectively.  In  no  sense  is  this  a  satisfactory  show- 
ing, thougn  during  this  entire  period  South  Africa  has  been  in  a 
depressed  condition,  and  her  imports  have  gradually  declined.  This 
is  a  retro^ade  movement,  not  only  in  the  amount  of  merchandise 
sold,  but  m  the  share  of  the  Unitea  States  in  the  total  imports  sup- 
plied to  this  market.  It  must,  therefore,  be  accounted  for  by  some 
other  cause  than  the  general  shrinkage  of  imports  during  this  period. 

The  leading  articles  imported  from  the  United  States  in  1907  and 
1908  are  shown  in  the  statement  on  the  following  page. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


762 


COMMERCIAL  RELATIONS. 


Articles. 


Agricaltural  implements... 

Animals 

Apparel  and  slops 

Arms  and  ammunitiop 

Assay  apparatus 

Baking  powders 

Breadstufls: 

Farinaceous  prepara- 
tions  

Flour,  wheat 

Wheat 

Brush  ware 

Candles 

Carts  and  carriages 

Clocks  and  watches 

Confectionery 

Cotton  goods 

Drugs  and  chemicals 

Fish 

Fruit 

Furniture 

Glass  and  glassware 

0  lucose  and  sirup 

Haberdashery  and  milli- 
nery  

Instruments 

Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of: 

Girders  and  beams 

Hardware  and  cutlery. 


1907. 

1906. 

6142,768 

6112,430 

4,073 

11,588 

47,438 

32,483 

6,268 

5.315 

127 

2,350 

64,006 

18,746 

21,979 

132,606 

131,802 

2,487 

5 

15,285 

7,256  t 

6,681 

569 

18,003 

38,986  1 

16,468 

13,344 

5,144 

2,862  , 

6,016 

12,815 

72,370 

66,724 

20,007 

18,192  j 

34,279 

14,220  I 

29,939 

28,882 

11,957 

14,766  1 

6,496 

3,718 

1 

9,475 

10,390  ' 

24,706 

17,067  1 

11,768 

14,721 

327,065 

244.994 

Artides. 


Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of— Continued. 

Machinery 

Plates  and  sheets 

Typewriters 

Lamps 

Leatner,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Leather 

Boots  and  shoes 

Other  manuf^tures. . . 

Metal  composition. 

Oils: 

Salad  and  olive 

Other 

Oilmen's  stores 

Patots,etc 

Paper 

Photographic  materials 

Provisions: 

Lard 

Meat 

Milk,  condensed 

Soiq> 

Stationery 

Wood,  and  manuHactures 

of 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1907.       I      1908. 


6333,574 
3,961 
13,952 
11,743 

6311,138 
12,746 
10,181 
9,616 

4,491 
37,573 

3,329 
15,972 

5,  fin 

23,522 
3,013 
12,303 

9,144 
310,732 
35,316 
35,740 
9,893 
9,728 

10,064 

371,237 

28,488 

37,423 

5.106 

8,660 

66,336 
76,251 
60,754 
13,306 
25,817 

32,868 
68,535 
22,606 
14.137 
24,040 

197,086 
266,682 

215,864 
182,868 

2,501,654 

2,190,364 

SPECIAL   FEATURE^   OF   AMERICAN   TRADE. 

The  most  valuable  group  is  that  of  food  and  drink,  amounting  to 
$399,384,  against  $501,600  the  previous  year;  next  in  importance 
are  the  articles  embraced  in  the  groups  hardware  and  cutlery  and 
machinery,  each  of  which  has  suffered  a  decUne.  It  is  easy  to  account 
for  the  decHne  in  imported  articles  of  food  by  the  increased  domestic 
production,  but  it  seems  more  difficult  to  understand  why  the  United 
States  should  lose  any  great  amount  of  the  hardware,  cutlery,  and 
machinery  trade,  as  tne  demand  for  these  has  not  dechned  propor- 
tionately nor  are  there  any  manufactories  within  this  colony. 

Of  the  individual  articles  imported  from  America,  paraffin,  in- 
cluded in  classffication  **other  oils,"  heads  the  list  at  $195,166,  with 
unmanufactured  wood  second  at  $156,546,  while  flour,  agricultural 
implements,  engines,  and  machine  oils  are  each  imported  in  the  order 
named  to  a  greater  value  than  $100,000.  Six  articles  are  imported 
to  the  value  of  over  $50,000  and  under  $100,000  each,  and  these  are 
fencing  wire,  water-boring  machinery,  baking  powders,  cotton-seed 
oil,  canned  meats,  and  patent  medicines,  in  tne  order  named.  The 
list  of  articles  whose  values  range  from  $25,000  to  $50,000  each  con- 
sists of  agricultural  machinery,  mining  machinery,  carriages  and 
carts,  paints  and  painters'  supplies,  lard,  apparel  and  slops,  electric 
fittings,  tools,  and  general  furniture. 

In  1908  Natal  purchased  agricultural  implements  from  the  United 
States  valued  at  $112,430  and  agricultural  machinery  valued  at 
$48,719.  against  $142,768  and  $61,162,  respectively,  in  1907.  There 
is  no  line  of  manufactured  articles  that  should  be  more  carefully 
studied  in  order  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  consumer  than  this.  It 
is  certain  to  increase,  and  from  present  indications  the  requirements 
will  be  supplied  for  a  long  time  from  oversea.  ^  American  agricultural 
machinery  lias  a  stronger  hold  than  American  implements,  and  domi- 
nates the  market.     It  seems  that  the  sale  of  implements,  such  as 
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plows,  has  diminished  during  the  past  three  or  four  years  on  account 
of  the  expense  of  renewing  the  various  parts,  which  is  required  more 
frequently  than  with  similar  implements  manufactured  in  Europe. 
The  American  plow  originally  was  very  popular  and  cost  sUghtly 
less  than  the  British  and  German  made  plow,  but  the  expense  of  the 
upkeep  is  so  great  that  manv  farmers  who  formeriy  purchased  only 
the  American  make  are  now  bujing  British  and  German  plows.  The 
demand  is  increasing  for  an  article  requiring  the  minimum  amount  of 
repairs.  The  United  States  has  always  held  its  part  of  this  trade, 
but  Germany  and  Canada  are  both  becoming  important  competitors, 
and  the  United  Kingdom  has  always  been  one;  tnerefore,  it  behooves 
the  American  to  put  forth  special  effort  to  please  this  trade. 

PREFERENTIAL   TARIFFS — ^DAIRYING   MACHINERY. 

The  United  Kingdom  and  Canada  enjoy  a  3  per  cent  preference  in 
dutj.  Canada  and  Germany  subsidize  steamers  for  the  delivery  of 
their  merchandise,  and  many  of  the  vessels  from  the  United  King- 
dom are  assisted  directly  or  indirectly  by  government  mail  or  other 
contracts.  It  appears  that  American  firms  are  considerably  handi- 
capped in  this  market  for  the  above  reasons,  but  a  careful  study  of 
the  requirements,  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  supply  correct  and 
durable  articles,  aided  by  improved  business  methods,  will  go  far 
toward  overcoming  these  unnatural  advantages. 

Quite  analogous  to  agricultural  implements  are  dairying  machinery 
ana  appliances.  Considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  the  devel- 
opment of  the  dairying  and  pastoral  industries  in  the  colony.  They 
are  bound  eventuafly  to  be  successful,  and  will  result  in  the  domestic 
supply  being  sufficient  to  satisfy  local  demands  and  furnish  some- 
thmg  for  export.  There  can  be  no  extraordinary  development  of 
these  until  the  East  Coast  fever  is  stamped  out,  but  they  are  certain 
to  be  an  important  asset  to  the  colony^  and  the  American  manufac- 
turer should  be  represented  in  macmnery  and  appliances  of  this 
character.  Several  inquiries  have  been  received  at  tnis  consulate  for 
addresses  of  manufacturers  of  cream  separators  and  similar  articles 
by  persons  desirous  of  securing  information  and  a  possible  agency. 

TRADE   COMPLAINTS. 

Perhaps  no  point  causes  greater  dissatisfaction  to  the  merchant  in 
his  initial  orders  with  United  States  firms  than  the  use  of  the  letters 
*'f.  o.  b."  The  local  merchant  is  accustomed  to  think  of  this  as 
meaning  ^ 'free  on  board  ship  "  which  is  the  European  sense,  whereas 
the  American  manufacturer  oy  the  term  means  *^free  on  board  cars." 
It  is  here  that  the  trouble  starts  by  upsetting  the  calculations  of  the 
importer  as  to  the  cost  of  the  goods  when  received  at  his  business 
house  in  Durban.  The  majority  of  local  importers  understand  the 
American  definition^  but  most  of  them  have  paid  for  the  experience. 

An  objection  similar  to  this,  and  perhaps  a  better-founded  one,  is 
made  to  the  custom  which  many  American  manufacturers  have  of 
quoting  their  wares  free  on  board  cars  at  their  factory,  which  may  be 
located  2,000  miles  from  a  seaport.  As  many  of  them  have  no  doubt 
realized,  this  conveys  an  inadequate  conception  to  the  ordinary 
African  merchant  as  to  what  the  actual  cost  will  be  to  him  of  goods 
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bought  in  Geveland,  St.  Louis,  or  some  other  interior  point.  The 
ordinary  buyer  has  a  poor  conception  of  the  distances  in  America  and 
less  as  to  tne  cost  of  freight. chaises  from  a  factory  to  the  seaport 
from  which  his  goods  are  shipped.  It  is  urged  upon  all  manufacturers 
to  do  their  utmost  to  make  quotations  to  the  foreign  trade  free  on 
board  ship  at  an  American  seaport.  There  is  no  doubt  that  quoting 
factory  prices  has  lost  many  orders  for  American  houses  when  more 
definite  information  would  nnve  secured  them. 

NEED  OF  PARCELS  POST  AND  DIRECT  STEAMSHIP  LINE. 

An  optician  and  a  dealer  in  dentists'  supplies  recently  expressed 
regret  that  no  parcels  post  arrangement  existed  between  South 
Amca  and  the  united  States,  and  they  were  of  the  opinion  that  the 
existence  of  a  parcels  post  would  do  much  to  increase  their  orders 
and  facilitate  interchange  of  commodities  between  the  two  countries. 
This  is  a  common  complaint,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  considerable 
increases  in  the  sales  of  many  articles  would  be  made  should  such  m 
arrangement  be  effected. 

A  study  of  details  and  the  strong  desire  to  supply  exactly  the 
article  required  will  increase  the  trade  of  the  United  States  witii 
South  Afnca  to  a  considerable  extent,  but  the  most  bendicial  move 
that  could  possibly  be  made  would  be  the  establishment  of  an 
American  line  of  steamers  directly  from  New  York,  calling  at  the 
various  South  African  ports;  it  may  be  necessary  to  receive  some 
kind  of  government  assistance,  but  if  so,  it  would  only  be  placing 
the  American  exporter  on  the  same  footing  with  his  competitors 
from  other  parts  of  the  world.  Canada,  with  her  small  population 
and  few  industries,  considers  the  South  African  trade  sufficiently  im- 
portant to  guarantee  a  monthly  service  from  a  Canadian  port  by 
paying  an  annuity  of  $146,000  to  the  company  providing  this  line  of 
steamers.  It  is  well  known  that  Germany  subsidizes  steamers  that 
call  at  the  various  ports  of  South  Africa,  and  this  is  making  her  one 
of  the  strongest  competitors  that  the  manufacturers  of  the  United 
States  have  to-day.  Even  Sweden  with  her  small  timber  trade  con- 
siders it  essential  that  a  line  of  steamers  be  supported  plying  between 
Gothenberg  and  this  section  of  the  world. 

COMMERCIAL  TRAVELERS — SHIPPING. 

Every  commercial  traveler  is  subject  to  a  privilege  tax  of  $48.66 
per  annum  for  a  license,  which  expires  on  December  31  each  year, 
out  when  taken  out  after  June  30  the  cost  is  but  three-fifths  of  this 
amount.  On  the  railways  of  Natal  he  is  entitled  to  carry  200  pounds  of 
free  baggage  consisting  of  samples  and  personal  ^ects,  and  upon  the 
excess  over  this  amount  he  is  cnarged  one-half  parcel  rates.  Samples 
are  charged  the  same  import  duty  as  is  merchandise  of  the  same 
character,  but  upon  departure  from  British  South  Africa  the  com- 
mercial traveler  is  able  to  obtain  a  refund  of  the  whole  duty  upon 
the  production  of  satisfactory  evidence  as  to  the  identity  of  the  goods 
if  the  duty  had  been  paid  at  that  or  some  other  port  within  the 
customs  union. 

According  to  the  returns  supplied  by  the  port  captain  during  the 
year,  968  steamers  and  39  sailing  vessels,  having  a  total  tonnage  of 
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2,629,879  tons,  entered  this  harbor,  agamst  984  steamers  and  58  sailing 
vessels,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  2,582,856  tons,  in  the  previous  year. 
The  American  merchant  marine  was  represented  during  this  period 
by  the  arrival  of  3  New  Bedford  whaling  vessels.  Though  America 
supplied  7  per  cent  of  the  total  imports,  not  a  single  ton  was  delivered 
at  tnis  port  in  an  American  bottom. 

The  excellent  shipping  facilities  offered  at  this  port  represent  an 
immense  outlay  of  money  and  the  result  of  intelligent  supervision. 
The  harbor  is  equipped  with  modern  wharfage  appliances  to  handle 
cargo  in  the  most  expeditious  manner;  there  is  a  dry  dock  with  a 
capacity  for  raising  a  vessel  of  8,500  tons,  with  good  repair  shops, 
and  a  new  coaling  appliance  capable  of  loading  400  tons  per  hour. 
These  facilities  make  this  port  one  of  the  most  modem  of  its  size  to 
be  found  anywhere  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere.  Practically  the 
only  change  made  during  the  year  was  the  deepening  of  the  entrance 
to  the  harbor^  so  that  the  average  low-water  depth  at  the  entrance 
was  33  feet  7  mches. 

The  revenue  derived  from  all  sources  increased  from  $533,042  in 
1907  to  $656,204  in  1908. 

DECLARED   EXPORTS   TO   THE    UNrTED   STATES. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  declared  value  of  the  articles 
of  export  from  Durban  to  the  United  States  during  1907  and  1908: 


Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Books 

$474 

Grand  total 

$2,808 

$1,616 

Coal 

1255 
e,212 

Hides  and  sUns 

80,030 

238 

18,670 

8,341 

60,561 

40,763 

Personal  effects 

Whalebone 

28,170 
4,500 

Whale  on 

Total    

57,753 

39,137 

The  articles  included  under  the  heading  of  hides  and  skins  are  the 
chief  exports  from  Durban  that  have  found  any  sale  in  the  United 
States,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  great  falling  off  in  this  item 
during  the  year.  The  decrease  is  due  to  the  decision  that  the  previous 
mode  of  disinfecting  hides  did  not  meet  the  requirement  of  the 
American  quarantine  laws,  and  the  practical  refusal  of  shippers  to 
conform  to  those  requirements.  Enforcement  of  these  regulations  lo- 
cally has  resulted  in  the  hides  being  shipped  to  London  and  reshipped, 
when  they  are  in  many  cases  admitted  as  arsenic-cured  hides,  whereas 
they  are  only  sun  dned,  with  arsenic  applied  after  drying  has  been 
concluded.  There  would  be  considerable  direct  shipment  were  the 
quarantine  regulations  relaxed,  or  if  the  local  dealers  would  consider 
tne  required  disinfection  practical. 

In  1907  some  New  Bedford  whaling  vessels  began  to  use  this  port 
as  their  southern  base,  shipping  from  here  their  catch,  which  explains 
the  growing  export  of  whale  products  to  the  United  States.  The 
entire  shipment  is  the  catch  of  American  vessels. 
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TKANSVAAL. 

By  Consul  Edwin  N  .  Gunsaulus,  Johannesburg. 

While  the  decline  in  the  commerce  of  British  South  Africa,  which 
had  its  beginning  several  years  ago,  continued  to  a  considerable  de- 
gree during  1908  and  affected  all  the  States  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 
the  import  and  export  fimires  for  the  year  gave  evidence  of  a  marked 
improvement  in  tne  trade  of  this  consular  district,  which  embraces 
the  colonies  of  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  River  ana  the  territories  of 
Southern  and  Northwestern  Rhodesia.  This  improvement  was  partic- 
ularly noticeable  in  the  Transvaal,  where  the  imports  and  exports 
both  showed  gratifying  increases  over  the  figures  of  1907.  Tnis  is 
taken  as  a  sign  of  returning  prosperity  and  has  given  rise  to  an  opti- 
mistic feeling  as  to  the  future.  Several  causes  seem  to  justify  this 
view,  chief  of  which,  aside  from  the  material  trade  increase  of  the  year, 
is  the  record  output  of  gold,  the  production  of  the  Transvaal  mines 
alone  in  1908  amounting  to  $144,734,239,  a  gain  of  $12,565,418  over 
the  value  of  the  previous  year's  output. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  prominence  of  the  Transvaal  as  a  factor 
in  the  trade  of  South  Africa,  both  in  imports  and  in  exports.  Of  the 
total,  over-sea  imports  of  merchandise  into  the  South  African  Customs 
Union,  comprising  Cape  Colony.  Natal,  Orange  River  Colony,  Trans- 
vaal, Southern  Rhodesia,  Nortnwestem  Rhodesia,  and  other  native 
territories,  which  amounted  to  $118,928,850  in  1908,  the  Transvaal 
took  $68,786,768;  while  in  exports,  this  colony's  share  of  the 
$223,259,028  worth  of  products  shipped  from  South  Africa  was 
$161,395,093. 

While  the  over-sea  imports  of  merchandise  into  British  South 
Africa  as  a  whole  decreasecf  from  $126,029,423  in  1907  to  $118,928,850 
in  1908,  and  the  expjort  trade  fell  from  $235,501,507  to  $223,259,028, 
during  the  same  period,  the  total  imports  into  the  colonies  and  terri- 
tories comprising  this  consular  district  showed  a  net  increase  of 
$661,922  and  the  exports  gained  $11,030,724.  The  imports  mto  the 
Transvaal  alone,  exclusive  of  specie  and  government  stores,  were 
valued  at  $68,786,768  in  1908  and  $67,118,529  m  1907,  a  gain  of 
$1,668,239;  and  exports  amounted  to  $161^395,093,  an  increase  of 
$10,608,087  over  the  $150,787,006  total  for  1907.  This  mcrease  in 
exports  was  due  very  largely  to  the  increased  gold  output,  the  gold 
exports  showing  a  gain  of  some  $11,000,000  over  those  of  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

IMPORTS   BY  ARTICLES. 

In  the  following  table  are  shown  the  principal  imports  of  merchan- 
dise into  the  Transvaal  during  1907  and  1908,  with  the  share  of  the 
United  States  in  this  trade. 
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Articles. 


Aerated  waters 

Animals,  live 

Apparel  and  slops 

Anas  and  ammunition 

Bags,  not  leather  or  paper 

Basket  ware 

Beads 

Brass  and  copper  ware 

Breadstuils: 

Flour  and  meal 

Biscuits  and  cakes 

Other 

Brush  ware 

Candles 

Canvas  and  duck 

Caoutchouc,  manufoctures  of 

Cars,  carriages,  etc.: 

Motor  vehicles 

Other 

Cement 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  medicines. . 

Clocks  and  watches 

Coal,  coke,  etc 

Coffee 

Confectionery,  jams,  jellies,  etc 

Cordage,  rope,  twine,  etc 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Piece  goods 

Other 

Earthen  and  china  ware 

aSeiie  cabin,  fittings,  etc. .... 

Fertllifers 

Fish 

Fodder  and  forage 

Food  and  drink,  n.  e.  s 

Fruits  and  nuts: 

Fresh 

Dried  or  preserved 

Furniture,  carpets,  etc 

Glass  and  glassware 

Grease.  anofHction 

Haberdashery  and  millinery 

Hats  and  caps 

Hides  and  skins 

Hops. 

Instruments: 

Musical 

Other 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Imidements,  agricultural 

Machinery— 

AgriculturaL 

Efectrical 

Engines,  fire 

Manufacturing 

Mining 

Printing  and  bookbinding. 

Water-boring 

Other,  and  parts 

Wlre- 

Fendng  and  standards 

Rope 

Other 

Jewelry 

Jute 

Lamp  ware 

Lead,  and  manufactures  of 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Saddlery  and  harness 

Other- 

Manufactured 

Unmanufactured 

Linen  manufactures. 

Matches 

Mats  and  matting 

Mercury 

Oils 

Paint  and  nainters'  eood  s 

|^per,aQd  mannfactu7«s  of,  n.  e.  s, 


1907. 


Total. 


$43,570 

5,330,816 

3,449,009 

582,758 

275,746 

13,515 

17,761 

42,756 

2.351,856 
276,227 
1,824,772 
107,867 
614,031 
41, 173 
46,858 

410,385 
506,646 

04,842 
3,177,400 
114,788 
132,840 
461,412 
600,139 

47,411 

1,053,784 
580,202 
170,417 
548,733 
435,062 
18,841 
765,203 
503,536 
708,581 

863,155 

218,007 

685,211 

217,730 

125, 116 

2,404,523 

336,700 

26,273 

42,423 

202,602 
38,093 

238,450 

58,831 
412, 158 
57,321 
143,254 
2,413,876 
23,131 
363,684 
1,681,511 

161,413 
246,108 
3,404,030 
638,871 
7,746 
62,040 
70,022 

1,710,460 
84,180 

143,054 
158,014 
37,106 
178,664 
23,570 
61.833 
706,270 
162,228 
368,507 


United 
States. 


$423 

23,517 

124,362 

11,522 

1,603 

121 


131 

101,263 
273 
27,133 
18,060 
70,823 
1,168 
2,510 

3,310 
58,612 


28,160 
47,361 


127 
0,012 
1,626 

1,421 
17,800 

2,760 

176 

36,542 


14,366 

102 

61,614 

3,122 
43,028 
63,575 
13,042 
30,668 
10,877 
10,044 


23,116 
4,624 

06,600 

10,613 
60,588 
23,034 
10,113 

524,126 

1,628 

77,017 

128,292 

63,804 

1,657 

265,062 

10,402 


11,854 


64,820 
764 

3,035 
5,302 
4,008 


566,836 
33.063 
14,696 


1906. 


Total. 


$44,766 

6,208,276 

3,706,803 

625,456 

295,096 

12,354 

10, 131 

68, 2n 

2,806,580 
268,004 
1,158,468 
103,532 
435,838 
27,576 
72,007 

345,570 
615,717 

06,155 
2,600,377 

01,436 
237,303 
464,560 
614,060 

67,536 

1,473,026 
684,804 
180,046 
486,607 
764,166 
25,865 
717,050 
244,868 
666,274 

680,227 
164,107 
660,601 
217,510 
144,240 
2,662.750 
337,706 
38,675 
35,048 

168,505 
40,112 

201,368 

66,536 
1,106,220 

16,022 

88,375 
3,030,777 

15,206 

205,017 

2,063,706 

180,060 
326,000 
3,837,844 
430,181 
28,772 
61,043 
66,006 

2,054,380 
73,235 

126,068 
148,632 

33,883 
170,063 

28,501 
112,678 
731,036 
152,005 
^.012 
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$331 
0,678 
122,700 
4,811 
7,250 
141 


162,500 

69 

41,531 

9,291 

22,651 

2,272 

4,948 

2,363 

45,693 

112 

39,021 

28,804 

5 

58 

7,256 

3,718 

1,091 

22,176 

1,256 


32,474 


28,852 

20 

4,068 

3,364 
18,331 
49,737 
13,687 
50,684 
10,862 
6,007 
77 
121 

20,667 
4,831 

124,168 

3,622 
158,252 
6,635 
20,600 
413,822 
7,411 
132,003 
82,605 

65,317 

3,795 

384.250 

413 


9,806 


89,678 
726 

3,153 
.6,145 


10 


561,767 
37,628 
^2,16% 
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Articles. 


1907. 


1908. 


Total. 


United 
States. 


Perfmncry 

Pickles  and  sauces 

Plants,  bulbs,  and  trees 

Printers'  materials,  n.  e.  s 

Provisions: 

Dairy  products- 
Butter,  and  substitutes 

Cbeese 

MUk- 

Fresb 

Condensed 

Meat  products- 
Lard 

Meat  and  poultry- 
Fresh  (frozen) 

Salted 

Preserved 

Rail  and  tramway  materials,  including  locomotives. . . 
Rice. 


Seeds 

Sheep  dip 

Silk,  manufactures  of: 

Piece  goods 

Other 

Silver  plate,  and  i:^ted  ware. , 
Soap. 


Spirits,  wines,  and  malt  liquors: 

Ale,  beer,  etc 

Wines  and  spirits 

Sporting  goods,  toys,  etc 

Stationery,  and  stationers'  goods. 

Sugar  and  sugar  products 

Sulphur 

Stone,  marble,etc 

Tar,  bitumen,  and  asphalt 

Tea. 


Tents  and  tarpaulins 

Tin,  and  manufactures  of. 

Tobacco: 

Unmanufactured 

Cigars,  cigarettes,  etc 

Vegetables: 

Fresh 

Preserved 

Wax.paramn 

Wood: 

Unmanufactured 

Manufactures,  not  furniture. . 
Wool,  manufactures  of: 

Piece  goods 

Other 

Works  of  art 

Zinc,  and  manufactures  of. 

All  other  articles 


184,530 
75,093 
63,001 
56,409 


1,124,156 
239,936 

45,939 
811,235 

100,863 

2,910,333 
470,567 
219,522 
637,953 
661,568 
47,151 
40,050 

31,768 
25,251 
239,753 
505,071 

173,027 
1,336,414 

322,135 

976,200 
1,725,548 

111,823 
29,325 
24,677 

463,044 
40,881 
90,487 

103,610 
982,424 

420,963 
86,116 
452,750 

872,462 
347,073 

316,421 
395,290 
30,304 
366,714 
4,945,269 


Total I  67,118,529 


16,802 

3,603 

475 

3,319 


316 
73 


173,174 

85,270 

9,042 

4,663 

138,787 

22,911 


2,320 
1,790 


5 
10,862 
14,286 

5 

15 

8,812 

43,292 

2,640 

5 

606 


496 


6,126 
7,994 

2,176 
8,485 


214,491 
79,321 

24 

3,542 

618 

370 

238,607 


4,407,763 


TotaL 


$85,703 
55,766 
58,413 
49,760 


1,206.411 
227,417 

38,200 
634,246 

68,068 

1,831,067 
391.309 
180,260 
379,609 
418.503 
33,645 
48,718 

35,831 
34,607 
211,475 
503,392 

126,447 

1,256,433 

332,482 

1,032,549 

2,270,908 

25,786 

26,661 

37,213 

492,961 

27,913 

79,622 

92,430 
1,019,201 

444,403 
61.881 
443,644 

960,103 
261,568 

303,070 

347,510. 

27,456 

365,230 

5,433,096 


68,786,768 


United 
States. 


16,866 

1,960 

170 

2,469 


112 
15 


91,168 

53,312 

5,290 
2,910 
98,126 
28,151 
112 
2,967 
4,846 


20 
2,800 
15,767 

73 

214 

11,200 

41,40 

1,430 


967 
500 


107 
7,357 

817 

4,374 

1,686 

3.143 

359,506 

327.271 
59,519 


4.564 

335 
34 

316.066 


4.255,272 


IMPORTS   OF   FOODSTUFFS    DECLINE. 


The  principal  increases  noted  in  the  value  of  merchandise  imported 
into  the  Transvaal  in  1908,  when  compared  with  1907,  were  found 
in  live  animals,  flour  and  meal,  sugar  and  sugar  products,  butter  and 
butter  substitutes,  coal  and  coke,  timber,  boots  and  shoes,  arms  and 
ammunition,  electric  cable  and  fittings,  stationery  and  stationers' 
goods,  electrical  machinery,  mining  machinery,  brass  and  copper 
ware,  wire  fencing,  wire  rope,  oils  and  tobacco.  Decreases  in  Trans- 
vaal imports  occurred  in  fodder  and  forage,  garden  seeds,  com,  grain 
and  malt,  fresh  fruits,  rice,  preserved  vegetables,  condensed  milk, 
eggs,  lard,  meats  and  poultry,  ale  and  beer,  biscuits  and  cakes,  fidi, 
pidd^  an4  leauces,  and  wiQe9  and  spirits,    Th^  totfd  d^reaae  in 
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articles  of  food  and  drink  alone  amounted  to  more  than  $2,000,000, 
which  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  many  of  the  articles 
under  this  head  that  were  formerly  imported  are  now  produced  at 
home.  In  raw  materials,  glycerm  for  manufacturing  purposes 
showed  a  decrease  of  $242,000,  due  to  local  production;  unmanu- 
factured leathers  decreased  $10,282,  nitrates  lost  $362,465,  and  sul- 
phur $86,037.  Of  the  miscellaneous  manufactured  goods,  musical 
mstruments  and  phonographs  decreased  from  $202,692  to  $168,595; 
unports  of  jeweliy  fell  ofif  $108,690;  leather  manufactures  declined 
$17,086,  paper  of  all  varieties  $34,585,  railway  and  tramway  mate- 
rials $258,344 ;  in  machinery,  fire  en^es  decreased  $42,299;  manu- 
facturing machinery  $53,879,  printing  machinery  $7,835,  water- 
boring  machinery  $68,667;  tin  and  manufactures  lost  $10,965,  and 
candles  $178,193. 

IMPORTS   FROM   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

While  the  trade  of  1908,  when  compared  with  that  of  1907,  showed 
some  material  increases  in  imports  of  certain  lines  of  goods  from  the 
United  States,  the  total  value  of  American  imports,  taking  this  con- 
sular district  as  a  whole,  was  less  by  $109,744  than  during  the  previous 
year.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  many  articles  of  American  manufac- 
ture are  sold  through  and  imported  from  British  exporting  houses, 
the  true  value  of  j^nerican  goods  brought  into  the  Transvaal  each 
year  is  Hot  obtainable,  credit  being  given  to  the  country  from  which 
the  merchandise  was  directly  imported.  Some  of  the  principal  arti- 
cles of  import  from  the  United  States  on  which  losses  were  sustained 
in  1908,  as  compared  with  1907,  were:  Candles,  wheaten  flour  and 
meal,  lard,  tinned  meats,  condensed  milk,  preserved  vegetables,  hats 
and  caps,  rubber  hose,  jewelry,  lamps  and  lamp  ware,  mining  machin- 
ery, engine  and  machine  oil,  plate  and  sheet  steel,  manufactured  tin, 
toDacco,  carts  and  carriages,  and  paraffin  wax.  There  were  increased 
importations  from  the  United  States  of  antifriction  grease,  medicinal 
preparations,  baking  powder,  breakfast  cereals,  cutlery,  agricultural 
implements,  iron  girders  and  beams,  pipes  and  piping,  ooots  and 
shoes,  bands  and  belting,  electrical  machinery,  packing  and  lagging 
machinery,  water-boring  machinery,  metal  composition,  locomotives, 
sporting  goods,  steel  bars,  plate  ana  sheet  steel,  and  timber. 

CHARACTER  AND  VALUE  OF  EXPORTS. 

The  total  exports  of  South  African  produce  from  the  Transvaal  in 
1908  were  valued  at  $161,395^93,  as  compared  with  $150,787,006  in 
1907.  The  United  Kingdom  took  $154,663,542  of  this  total,  and 
$6,583,283  went  to  other  South  African  States,  leaving  the  small 
balance  of  $148,268  of  exported  articles  to  be  distributed  to  other 
coimtries.  Of  the  1908  exports,  $143,929,186  consisted  of  gold  bul- 
lion and  $9,610,752  of  rougn  diamonds,  the  great  bulk  of  these  ship- 
ments going  to  the  United  Eangdom.  Other  exports  were:  Copper, 
$242,217;  coal,  $169,302;  tin,  $335,630;  lead,  $189,445;  com,  ship- 
ped almost  entirely  to  other  South  African  States,  $709,000;  skins, 
$600,000;  jewelry  and  plated  ware,  mostly  sent  to  other  parts  of 
South  Afnca,  $250,000;  tobacco,  $443,000;  and  wool,  $1,125,000. 
18077-<J  R  1908— VOL  2 49 
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Aside  from  the  $11,000,000  increase  in  the  gold  exports,  the  only 
other  noticeable  gain  over  1907  was  shown  by  tJie  com  shipineiits, 
idiich  increased  from  $180,700  to  $709,000. 

The  total  value  of  the  articles  declio^  throu^  the  American  con- 
sulate for  shipment  to  the  United  States  from  this  dktrict  was  $22,991 
in  1908,  agamst  $12,777  in  1907.  The  items  making  up  tiie  1908 
total  were:  Household  goods,  $14,743;  personal  effects,  $4,500; 
miscellaneous,  $153;  and  returned  American  goods  consisting  of 
$1,106  worth  of  machinery  and  $2,489  wortii  of  rou^  diamonds. 
In  1907  the  items  were:  Curios,  $433;  household  goods,  $5^881; 
and  retiuned  American  goods,  $6,463. 

aROWINC^    MARKET    FOB    MINING    AND    AQRK3ULTUBAL    MACKINIOtT. 

With  the  ever-increasing  output  of  gold  in  the  Transvaal  and  the 
consecjuent  enlargement  of  the  equipment  of  the  mines,  the  market 
for  mining  machinery  of  all  kinds  is  reaching  tremendous  proportions, 
and  American  manufacturers  should  be  fully  alive  to  the  great  oppor- 
tunities offered  here  for  thrir  products.  While  the  1908  gold  output 
was  a  record  one,  greatly  surpassing  anything  of  the  kind  in  the 
world's  history,  that  of  1909  will  be  even  better,  it  being  estimated 
that  the  ore  crushed  during  1909  will  exceed  that  of  1908  by  about 
3,500,000  tons.  Among  the  projected  increases  in  machinery  and 
plants  are  1,525  stamps  and  64  tube  mills.  Added  to  this  is  the 
electrical  equipment  required  for  thenew  power  schemefor  thesupply 
of  power  to  the  Rancl  group  mines.  From  a  purely  commercial 
aspect,  nothing  in  recent  years  has  approached  these  extensions  and 
improvements,  calling,  as  they  do,  for  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of 
machinery  and  equipment. 

In  addition  to  this  demand  for  mining  machinery  and  supplies 
there  is  going  to  be  a  steadily  increasing  market  for  agricultural 
machinery  to  Keep  pace  with  the  development  in  agriculture  through- 
out this  consular  district.  While  the  United  States  leads  all  other 
countries  in  the  supply  of  agricultiu^al  machinery  in  this  market,  its 
trade  should  be  fajr  larger  than  it  is.  The  United  Kingdom,  Qerm&ny, 
and  Canada  are  all  making  determined  efforts  to  increase  their  share 
in  this  commerce.  There  is  a  steady  demand  for  American  cooking 
stoves  and  kitchen  utensils,  office  furniture,  typewrites,  hardware, 
tools,  wire  fencing,  lamps,  boots,  shoes,  musical  instruments,  clocks, 
watcnes,  perfumery,  toilet  soaps,  photographic  materials,  playing 
cards,  anci  the  Uke;  while  there  is  an  even  chance,  if  not  a  prererence, 
for  the  American  make  of  vehicles,  sdhool  furniture,  bottles,  jars, 
horseshoes,  rubber  hosC;  surgical  instruments,  structural  iron  and 
steel,  pipes  and  piping,  wall  paper,  sportiog  goods,  toys  and  fancy 
goods,  and  many  other  articles  of  everyday  use. 

TRANSVAAL    BUYS    ONE-THIRD    OF    TOTAL    SOUTH    AFRICAN    IMFOBTS. 

The  Transvaal,  which  enjoys  the  distinction  of  producitig  on^ 
third  of  the  world's  supply  of  gold,  besides  being  one  of  the  miigest 
producers  of  diamonds  and  base  metals,  is  now  and  will  be  for  many 
years  a  most  inviting  market  for  foreign  products.  When  it  is  con- 
sidered that  this  colony  alone  bought  gooas  from  foreign  countries  to 
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the  amount  of  nearly  $70^000,000  in  1908,  her  imports  being  con- 
siderably more  than  one-tlurd  of  those  of  all  British  South  Africa,  the 
importance  of  this  market  becomes  apparent.  Of  the  items  making 
thw  total  there  was  one  of  $1,198,229  for  electrical  machinery  and 
one  of  $3,030,777  for  mining  machinery,  and  the  textile  imports 
were  vdued  at  $12,061,562. 

In  addition  to  the  Transvaal  market  there  is  included  in  this  con- 
sular district  Orange  River  Colonv,  a  large  buyer  of  amcultural  and 
other  machinery,  most  of  which  should  come  from  the  united  States: 
while  Southern  and  Northwestern  Rhodesia,  rich  in  mining  ana 
agricultural  resources,  are  rapidly  being  developed  and  are  each 
year  becoming  lai^er  purchasers  of  products  manufactured  in  the 
United  States. 

Johannesburg  is  the  most  populous  city  of  South  Africa  and  the 
recognized  financial  and  commercial  metropolis  of  the  country.  It 
is  fast  becoming  the  distributing  point  for  most  of  the  foreign  trade, 
and  it  is  here  that  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  should 
concentrate  their  efforts  if  they  wish  to  share  fairly  with  their  com- 
I>etitors  in  supplying  this  market  with  over-sea  products,  for  which 
orders  to  the  amount  of  more  than  $80,000,000  were  sent  out  from 
this  consular  district  alone  in  1908. 


OKANGE  KIVER  COLONY. 

By  Consul  Edwin  N.  Gunsaulus,  Johannesbubo. 

While  there  was  a  marked  improvement  in  the  trade  of  the  Johan- 
nesburg consular  district,  of  which  the  Orange  River  Colony  is  a  part, 
the  import  and  export  trade  of  the  colony,  exclusive  of  imports  for 
the  use  of  the  government  and  specie,  showed  a  falling  oflf  of  $3,212,127 
in  1908  when  compared  with  1907  values.  Imports  of  merchandise 
declined  from  $15,895,184  in  1907  to  $13,643,844  m  1908,  a  loss  of 
$2,251,340,  and  exports,  including  diamonds  and  specie,  dropped 
from  $18,254,479  to  $17,293,692  during  this  same  period,  a  decrease 
of  $960,787.  Imports  from  the  United  States  fell  from  $788,495  in 
1907  to  $712,066,  a  loss  of  9.7  per  cent,  according  to  British  official 
figures;  but  the  tnie  value  of  goods  imported  from  the  United  States 
is  not  obtainable,  owin^  to  the  fact  that  many  articles  of  American 
manufacture  are  sold  through  and  imported  from  British  mercantile 
houses  and  credit  is  given  to  the  United  Kingdom  for  these  imports. 

TOTAL   IMPORTS    AND   SHARE   OF   THE    UNTTED   STATES. 

The  principal  articles  imported  into  Orange  River  Colony  during 
1907  and  1908,  respectively,  with  the  share  of  this  trade  which  went 
to  American  exporters,  are  shown  in  the  comparative  table  following. 
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1907. 


▲rtlclet. 


Total. 


United 

States. 


1908. 


Total. 


United 
States. 


Aerated  waters. , 

Animals,  live , 

Apparel  and  slops 

Anns  and  ammnnltlon. ... 
Bags,  not  leather  or  paper. . 
Breadstofls: 

Biscuits  and  cakes 

Com,  grain, and  malt. . 

Flour  and  meal 

Brush  ware 

Candles 

Canvas  and  duck 

Cars,  carriages,  etc.: 

Motor 

Other 

Cement. 


Chemicals,  drugs,  and  medicines. 
Clocks  and  watches 


Coal  and  coke. 

Coffee 

Confectionery,  jams,  and  Jellies 

Cordage  and  rope 

Cotton,  matin  factnres  of: 

Piece  goods 

Other 

Earthen  and  china  ware 

EuKtric  cables  and  fittings 

Explosives 

Fish 

Fodder  and  forage 

Food  and  drink,  n.  e.  s 

Fruits  and  nuts: 

Fresh 

Dried  or  preserved •. 

Furniture,  carpets,  etc 

Glass  and  glassware 

Grease,  antifriction 

Haberdashery  and  millinery 

Hair,  Angora : 

Hats  and  caps 

Instruments: 

Musical 

Other 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of: 

Implements,  agricultural 

Machinery- 
Agricultural 

Electrical 

Manufacturing 

Mining 

Water-boring 

Other,  and  parts 

Wire- 
Fencing,  and  standards 

Rope 

Other 

Jewelry 

Lamp  ware 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Saddlery  and  harness 

Other- 
Manufactured 

Unmanufactured 

Linen  manufactures 

Matches 

Oils 

Paints  and  painters'  goods 

Paper,  and  manufactiu-es  of,  n.  e.  s. . 

Perfumery 

Pickles  and  sauces 

Plants,  bulbs,  and  trees 

Provisions: 

Dairy  products- 
Butter  and  substitutes 

Cheese 

Milk,  condensed 


$10, 117 

1,003,226 

929,166 

66,023 

223,299 

50,962 
467,749 
779,881 
14,817 
99,921 
11,987 

32,435 
459,821 

52,087 
172,391 

29.685 
173,885 
276,697 
171,894 
8,004 

528,310 
259,327 
62,968 
11,076 
66,271 
169,600 
114,372 
172,178 
161,236 

161,106 
43,654 

249,845 
49,331 
30,079 

969,429 
14,731 
69,401 

61,035 
9,460 

212,024 

25,105 
87.456 
76.673 
384,317 
167,761 
300,606 

245,645 

42,610 

856,507 

275,239 

12,355 

635,219 
80,612 

23,831 
49,706 
16,478 
57,926 
128,427 
41,782 
48,499 
14,351 
11,962 
55,853 


56,275 
42,054 
84,566 


SIO 
10,455 
2,676 
3,455 


8,893 

10,326 

4,861 

1,099 

876 

803 

21,851 

10 

23,248 

5,425 


272 

1,230 

394 


1,148 
208 


4,167 
16*838 


17,740 

292 
4,137 
24,533 
6,706 
1,815 
1,114 


282 

9,362 
773 

93,777 

5,980 
5,859 
973 
6,311 
67,230 
8,462 

85,533 

10 

47,312 

10,663 

2,305 

6,440 


253 

3,233 

10 


101,600 

9,187 

1,192 

1,212 

268 


29 
2,687 


19,543 
1,068,073 
831,578 
67,685 
222,472 

45,007 
341,171 
300,981 

16,214 

96,  en 

U,446 

18,362 
394,424 

21,734 
166,536 

31,655 

96,721 
254,318 
149,908 

11,188 

561,207 
260,062 

50,436 
9,139 

29,827 
102,949 

94,933 

44,343 
149,764 

157,139 
40,336 

195,190 
48,815 

•19,689 

927,025 
16,674 
65,396 

47,166 
18,444 

235,352 

63,336 
18,307 
21,261 

170,307 
85.294 

161,418 

220,894 

16, 170 

587,863 

295,166 

9,422 


88.745 

21.817 
52,554 
9,850 
56,168 
121,541 
37,399 
46,562 
10,278 
10,370 
32,435 


51,293 
36,067 
65,152 
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Artlclis. 


1907. 


Total. 


United 
States. 


1906. 


Total. 


United 
States. 


Provisions— Ck>ntinaed. 

Meat  and  poultry- 
Fresh  (frosen) 

Salted 

Preserved 

Rail  and  tramway  materials,  including  locomotives 

Rice 

Seeds 

Sheep  dip 

Silk  manuiiaotures 

Silver  plate,  and  plated  ware 

QQoap : 

Spirits,  wines,  and  malt  liquors: 

Ale  and  beer 

Wines  and  spirits 

Sporting  goods,  toys,  pipes,  etc 

Stationery,  and  stationers'  goods 

Stones,  marbles,  etc 

Sugar,  and  sugar  products 

Sulphur 

Tea 

Tents  and  tarpaulins *. 

Tin,  and  manufoctures  of 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures  of 

Vegetables 

Wood: 

Unmanuliactured 

ManufiEictured ,  n.  e.  s 

Wool,  manufactures  of: 

Piece  goods 

Other 

Works  of  art 

All  other  articles 

ToUl 


|S7,227 
61,966 
95,805 
80,097 
30,236 
31,783 

114,946 
20,006 
37,748 

117,531 

190,523 

277,784 
77,674 

230,156 
11,991 

527,663 
13,607 
93,933 
22,620 
21,256 

348,325 
76,380 

218,964 
152,740 

60,652 
341,103 

12,989 
198,796 


15,895,184 


173 

463 

27,856 

535 


637 
4,900 


1,667 
2,191 


19 

642 

11,646 

146 

3,709 


418 

63 

1,460 

982 

16,250 
40,007 

39 

457 


34,079 


<35,787 
49,225 
21,647 
23,606 
38,552 
19,598 

107,475 
21,559 
51,618 

120,188 

148,871 

240,568 
65,600 

230,789 
10,468 

647,979 
14,069 
93,602 
31,482 
16,097 

338,114 
77,848 

183,495 
114,781 

61,946 

407,161 

8,716 

267,551 


788,496 


13,643,844 


S136 
14,585 


920 
23,014 


1;509 
2,441 


5 

443 

13,694 

102 

'  3,782 


54 
584 


14,678 
26,526 

92 

1,060 

39 

14,486 


712,066 


DECREASE   IN   IMPORTS. 

The  Orange  River  imports  showed  many  decreases,  the  chief  ones 
being  in  fodder  and  forage,  garden  seeds,  coflfee,  com  and  grain,  flour 
and  meal,  condensed  nmk,  meat  and  poultry,  ale  and  beer,  confec- 
tionery, and  wines  and  spirits.  There  were  also  losses  in  coal  and  coke, 
furniture  and  carpets,  antifriction  grease;  electrical,  manufacturing, 
mining,  and  water-boring  machinery;  wire  rope,  boots  and  shoes, 
blasting  compounds,  cement^  and  drugs  and  chemicals.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  were  substantial  increases  in  imports  of  agricultural 
implements,  sugar  and  sugar  products,  plate  and  plated  ware,  cotton 
piece  goods,  and  jewelry. 

The  principal  decreases  in  American  merchandise  imported  into 
Orange  River  Colony  were  in  medicinal  preparations,  preserved 
meats,  furniture  and  cabinet  ware,  musical  instruments,  jewelry,  and 
water-boring  machinery,  this  falling  oflF  being  due  to  the  general 
dullness  of  trade  throughout  the  colony. 

The  exports  from  Orange  River  Colony,  including  diamonds  and 
specie,  amounted  to  $17,293,692  in  1908,  against  $18,254,479  m  1907. 
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NORTHWESTERN  RHODESIA. 

By  CoNSVL  Edwin  N.  Gunsaulus,  Johannesburg. 

The  territory  of  Northwestern  Rhodesia,  which  is  embraced  within 
the  Johannesburg  consular  district,  lies  north  of  the  Zambesi  Rirer. 
The  commerce  of  the  territory  is  oi  small  proportions  at  present,  the 
total  trade  for  1908,  exclusive  of  imports  for  the  use  of  the  govern- 
ment and  specie,  amounting  to  but  11,089,501.  However,  tnis  was 
$104,284  more  than  in  1907,  or  a  gain  of  10.5  per  cent.  Imports  of 
merchandise  in  1908  were  valued  at  $513,668,  as  compared  with 
$520,467  the  year  previous,  a  loss  of  $6,799,  and  exports  amounted  to 
$575,833,  an  mcrease  of  $111,083  over  1*907. 

TOTAL   IMPORTS,    AND   SHARE   OF  THE   UNrfED   STATES. 

The  principal  articles  imported  into  Northwestern  Rhodesia  during 
1907  and  1908,  with  the  share  of  this  trade  which  was  credited  to  the 
United  States,  are  shown  in  the  following  comparative  statement: 


Articles. 


1«7. 


Total. 


United 
states. 


igos. 


Total. 


UnltecL 
States. 


Anhn^,live »41,986 

Apparel  and  slops 21, 792 

Arms  and  ammunition 48, 227 

Beads 1,694 

Bags,  not  leather  or  paper 2, 180 

Brass  and  copper  ware 1 ,  382 

Braadstufls: 

Biscuits  and  cakes 2, 711 

Flour  and  meal,  whaaten 15, 067 

Candles 1,7W 

Cars,  carriages,  etc.: 

Bicycles  and  tricycles 2,876 

Carriages  and  carts 11, 626 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  medicines 4,034 

Clocks  ana  watches 1,037 

Coffee 2,20» 

Confectionery,  jams,  and  Jellies 3,046 

Cotton,  manufactures  of:  I 

Blankets,  rugs,  and  sheets 22, 152 

Hosiery I  4,841 

Piece  goods I  68,620 


Shawls. 

other 

Earthen  and  china  ware 

Fish 

Fruit,  freefa,  dried,  and  tinned. . 

Furniture,  carpets,  etc 

Glass  and  glassware 

Gold,  raw  (Kongo  Free  State). . . 

Haberdashery  and  millinery 

Hats  and  caps 

Instruments,  musical,  etc 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Hardware  and  cutlery 

Implements  agricultural 

Machinery- 
Mining 

Water-boring 

Other 

other 

Leather,  and  manulEkCtures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Other 

Matches 

Oils 

Painters'  goods 

Photographic  materials 

PioUes,  sanoes,  and  spices 


9,018 
8,8M 

837 
2,438 
4,633 
6,682 

779 

54,622 

9,378 

3)631 

1,849 

20,230 
2,209 

6,545 

1,903 

22,216 

4,769 

5,280 
1,917 
1,450 
1,825 
806 
1,144 
1,380 


8282 
175 


10 
866 


24 
83 
83 
331 
19 
5 


136 
10 


19 


S26 
5 


83 
68 
117 

1,489 
628 

4,905 

1,246 

876 


850 
375 
16 


167,761 

22,965 

15,456 

1382 

2.336 

1,168 

2,400 

14,984 
1,399 

2,341 
9,438 
3,304 
1,689 
2,073 
3,616 

22,250 

13,868 

57,736 

12.986 

4,908 

998 

2,231 

5,743 

6,561 

827 

28,738 

10,110 

1,479 

15,561 

m 

370 
8,808 
4,123 

5,713 
2,681 
1,669 
1.440 
1,967 
2,170 
J,  080 


$510 
88 


350 


39 
U8 
58 

596 
10 
5 


10 

5 

146 

754 

292 

5 


10 
141 


V475 
1,158 


175 

336 

10 


308 
U 
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ArtiolM. 


1107. 


Total. 


United 

States. 


1008. 


Total. 


United 
States. 


Plants,  bulbs,  and  trees 

Provisions: 

Dairy  prodnolB— 

Butter 

WSk,  ooodensed 

Mei^produots— 

Bacon  and  hams 

Meats,  tinned 

Rice  and  paddy 

Salt,  table. 

Silver  plate,  and  plated  ware 

Soap 

Spirits^  wines,  and  malt  liquors: 

Ale,  beer,  and  stout 

Spirits  and  U<iuors 

wines 

Stationery,  and  stationers'  goods. 

Sugar,  and  sugar  products 

Tea 

Tents  and  tarpaullnf 

Tin,  manufactures  of 

Tobacco: 

Raw 

agars 

Cigarettes 

Vegetables 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of^ 

Pmned  and  grooved 

Others 

Manulbctm«d 

UnmaaulBctured , 

Wool,  manulhctuws  of: 

Blankets  and  rugs 

Shawls 

All  other  articles 


$311 


3,090 
2,04» 

3,538 
2,443 

857 
3,129 

365 
3,270 

3,319 
11,709 
3,694 
9,280 
5,419 
3,202 
1,094 
1,002 

3.643 
1^0*7 
7,368 
4,224 

2,024 

2,448 
1,981 

3,372 
1,679 
3,501 


SIO 
64 

19 

788 
15 


19 


180 
20 


224 


423 
24 


2,366 


Total. 


520,467 


19,140 


$1,076 


2,073 
2,161 

2,506 
2,248 
1,280 
3>61] 
1,986 
2,540 

5,436 
14,731 
5,115 
7^962 
4,490 
2>504 
2,862 
847 

2,867 
l,2d9 
6,670 
4,141 

2,190 

4,2M 

1,908 

2,716 

1^314 

61.329 


$102 


10 
908 


701 
34 


24 
6 
6 

16 

176 
131 


1,283 


513,668 


11,782 


The  imports  for  the  government  of  the  territorjr  amounted  to 
$66,615  in  1908,  against  $32,727  in  1907,  while  specie  to  the  value 
of  $4,837  was  imported  m  1908  and  $6,390  worth  in  1907. 

SOUBCBS   OF   IMPORTS — EXPORTS   INCREASE. 

The  United  Kingdom  suppUed  $278,023  worth  of  the  merchandise 
imported  into  Northweetem  Rhodesia  in  1908.  against  $279,897  the 
previous  year.  The  imports  of  merchandise  from  foreign  countries 
were  valued  at  $145,060  in  1908  and  $171,617  in  1907,  and  pur- 
chases of  South  African  produce  amounted  to  $90,585  and  $68,963 
for  these  same  years.  Imports  from  the  United  States  fell  from 
$19  J 40  in  1907  to  $11,782  in  1908,  a  loss  of  38.4  per  cent,  accordmg 
to  British  official  figures;  but  the  true  value  of  jgoods  imported 
from  the  United  States  is  not  represented  by  these  &ureSj  as  many 
articles  of  American  manufacture  are  imported  throu^  British  firms 
and  credited  to  the  United  Klingdom. 

The  total  value  of  all  articles  exported  from  Northwestern  Rho- 
desia in  1908  was  $575,833,  as  compared  with  $464,750  in  1907. 
Merchandise  other  than  gold  formed  $372,540  of  the  total  in  1907 
and  $412,966  in  1908.  Gold  mined  in  the  territory  was  exported 
to  the  extent  of  $6,930  in  1907,  with  none  in  1908,  and  exports  of 
gold  produced  in  the  Kongo  Free  State  fell  from  $54,621  to  $28,732 
m  1908.  Specie  exports  were  valued  at  $30,659  in  1907  and  $133,342 
in  1908,  and  exports  to  other  colonial  government©,  amounting  to 
$793,  made  up  the  balance  of  the  total  exports  for  1908. 
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SOUTHERN  RHODESIA. 

By  Consul  Edwin  N.  Gunsaulus,  Johannbsbubo. 

During  1908  there  was  rapid  development  of  the  mining  and  agri- 
cultural resources  of  the  territory  of  Southern  Rhodesia,  which  forms 
a  part  of  the  Johannesburg  consular  district,  and  the  import  and 
export  trade,  exclusive  of  imports  for  the  use  of  the  government, 
and  specie,  showed  an  increase  of  $2,524,163  over  the  total  for  1907. 
Imports  or  merchandise  in  1908  were  valued  at  $7,915,119  as  com- 
pared with  $6,663,297  the  year  previous,  a  gain  of  $1,251,822,  and 
exports  amounted  to  $13,313,210,  an  increase  of  $1,272,341  over 
the  $12,04(^869  total  for  1907.  According  to  British  figures,  imports 
from  the  United  States  rose  from  $394,526  in  1907  to  $521,060  in 
1908,  a  gain  of  32  per  cent;  but  the  true  value  of  goods  imported 
from  the  United  States  is  not  obtainable,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
many  articles  of  American  manufacture  are  sold  through  and  imported 
from  British  exporting  houses  and  credit  is  given  to  the  country 
from  which  the  goods  are  directly  imported. 

SHARE  OF  THE  UNITED   STATES   IN   IMPORTS. 

The  principal  articles  imported  into  Southern  Rhodesia  during 
1907  and  1908,  with  the  share  of  this  trade  which  went  to  American 
exporters,  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


1907. 


Total. 


United 
States. 


1908. 


TotaL 


United 
States. 


Aerated  waters 

Animals,  live 

Apparel  and  slops 

Arms  and  ammunition 

Bags,  not  leather  or  paper 

Brass  and  copper  ware 

Breadstufis: 

Biscuits  and  cakes 

Com,  grain,  and  malt 

F  lour  and  meal 

Brush  ware 

Candles 

Cars,  carriages,  etc.: 

Motor  vehicles ' 

other 

Cement 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  medicines 

Clocks  and  watches 

Coffee 

Confectionery,  jams,  and  jellies. . 

Cordage,  rope,  twine,  etc 

Cotton,  manuractures  of: 

Piece  goods 

other 

Earthen  and  china  ware 

Eggs 

Ei«!trical  cables  and  fittings 

Fish 

Food  and  drink,  n.  e.s 

Fruits  and  nuts: 

Fresh 

Dried  or  preserved 

Furniture,  carpets,  etc 

Glass  and  glassware 

Grease ,  anuftiction. 

Haberdashery  and  milUnery . . . . 


S10,610 

360,  asi 

877,690 

93,845 

56,056 

10,  U6 

'31,122 
60,236 

171,013 
8,384 
93,674 

13,775 
141,770 
16,365 
197,321 
11,363 
28,032 
48,854 
7,381 

274,142 
361,306 
13,596 
9,539 
15,757 
75,126 
93,912 

45,467 
26,318 
60,857 
14,215 
6,940 
148,829 


19,338 
643 


10 

27,221 

1,022 


2,067 
11,619 


6,668 
3,456 


253 
30 

112 

2,960 

136 


847 
6,316 
9,743 


10,380 

2,892 

268 

780 

808 


$14,254 
562,225 
482,100 
112,896 
61,799 
13,905 

37,028 
76,374 

190,081 
11,815 

110,668 

14,817 
187,640 
16,166 
263,676 
14,478 
31,042 
60,879 
10,123 

321,144 
422,641 
16,136 
12,228 
12,900 
86,166 
101,»1 

54,153 
31,886 
85,211 
17,976 
10,875 
188,247 


82,lfl8 

11,404 

300 


10 

6 

22,721 

1,204 


112 

13,423 


5,874 
4,500 


78 


4,708 
87 


4,500 

12,133 


8,831 

6.«7 

8M 

6C7 

706 
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ArtldflB. 


1907. 


Total. 


United 
States. 


1906. 


Total. 


United 
States. 


Hats  and  caps 

Instruments,  musical,  etc 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Implements,  agricultural 

l£achlnery — 

AKricultural 

Electrical 

Mining 

Water-boring 

Other,  and  parts 

Wire- 
Fencing,  and  standards. 

Rope 

Other 

Jewelry 

Leath^,  and  manufoetures  of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Saddlery  and  harness 

Other- 

lianuDactured 

Unmanufactured 

Matches 

Mercury 

Oita. 


Paints,  and  painters'  goods 

Paper  and  manuftotures  of,n.  e.  s 

Perfimiery 

Pickles,  sauces,  and  spices 

Provisions: 

Dairy  products- 
Butter,  and  substitutes 

Cheese 

Milk,  condensed 

Meat  products— 

Lard 

Meats- 
Salted 

Preserved 

Rail  and  tramway  materials,  including  locomotives. 
Rice. 


Silver  plate,  and  plated  ware 

Soap,  etc 

Spints,  wines,  and  malt  liquors: 

Ale  and  beer 

W  tnes  and  spirits 

Sporting  goods,  toys,  pipes,  etc.. . 
Stationary,  and  stationers'  goods. 

Sugar,  and  sugar  products 

Tea. 


Tents  and  tarpaulins 

Tin,  and  manuliactures  of. 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures  of. 

Vegetables 

Wood: 

Unmanufootured 

Manufactured,  n.  e.  s 

Wool,  manufactures  of 

Zinc,  and  manufactures  of 

All  other  articles 


$48,465 
22,344 

60,572 

19,760 
23,140 

306,997 
50,290 

348,834 

18,385 

9,142 

361,357 

56,976 

128,742 
12,641 

22,628 
11,757 
16,570 
12,010 
74,320 
20,522 
13,323 
8,661 
18,438 


67,049 
19,626 
57,526 

11,586 

56,924 
69,689 
355,117 
63,984 
21,413 
41,325 

62,802 
223,806 
30,979 
89,543 
83,917 
46,352 
8,666 
20,463 
163,968 
27,192 

46,296 
17,022 
88,080 
21,869 
486,737 


$4,214 
1,138 

23,904 

3,723 
2,409 

31,661 
292 

29,890 

3,647 


28,600 
185 


2,108 
204 


345 
370 


32,797 

4,239 

165 

855 

340 


136 
584 

7,906 

418 

45,647 

10 

78 

165 

1,021 


19 

141 

2,437 

312 

601 


48 
687 
272 

12,428 

7,069 

273 


46,804 


$59,045 
23,796 

80,778 

12,267 
17.930 

324,839 
67,367 

385,470 

16,127 

14,283 

416,153 

102,128 

144,281 
19,165 

26,386 
11,455 
18,556 
16,296 
108,664 
26,253 
16,330 
11,177 
22,682 


72,967 
20,361 
60,749 

15,060 

64,781 
85,814 
228,706 
66,153 
28,166 
58,558 

83,240 

268,197 

40,871 

117,024 

112,907 

53,978 

15,294 

33,437 

170,773 


81,007 
41,878 
62,552 
24,036 
509,743 


Total. 


6,663,297 


394,526 


7,915,119 


$3,811 
1,586 

36,099 

2.093 
4.015 
74,832 
32,533 
21,208 

3,348 

170 

41,022 

540 

1.957 
200 

122 
404 


58.416 

3,660 

189 

462 

565 


5 

19 

603 

8,803 

341 

63,528 

316 

39 

10 

1,496 


83 

447 

2,578 

136 

5 

5 

43 

744 

302 

12,346 

11,127 

520 


28,869 


521,060 


The  imports  of  raw  gold  in  transit  amounted  to  $83,744,  against 
$57,873  in  1907,  while  the  imports  of  specie  in  1908  were  valued  at 
$680,209,  as  compared  with  $426,018  in  1907.  The  imports  for  the 
government  increased  from  $124,401  in  1907  to  $170,001  m  1908. 


SUBSTANTIAL   GAINS  IN   IMPORTS. 


The  distinct  improvement  in  the  trade  of  Southern  Rhodesia  durinj? 
1908  resulted  in  substantial  gains  in  the  value  of  imports  in  nearly  all 
lines.  Some  of  the  more  important  increases  were  in  implements, 
coffee,  com  and  grain,  flour  and  meal,  rice,  sugar  and  sugar  products^ 
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butter,  condensed  milk,  lard,  preserved  meats,  ale  and  beer,  confec- 
tionery, fish,  pickles,  wines,  and  spirits.  There  was  a  large  increase  in 
furniture,  glass  and  glassware,  silver  plate,  and  plated  ware.  Elec- 
trical, minmg,  and  water-boring  machinery  were  also  sold  in  greater 
quantities.  Imports  of  brass  and  copper  ware,  tin  and  tin  mi^ufac- 
tures,  general  hardware,  candles,  oils,  paints,  and  soaps  show  sub- 
stantial increases.  In  wearing  apparel,  there  was  a  marked  increase 
in  the  imports  of  boots  and  shoes,  cotton  piece  goods  and  other  cotton 
manufactures,  haberdashery  and  millinery,  hats  and  caps,  and  woolen 
manufactures.  Gains  also  appeared  in  arms  and  ammunition,  drugs 
and  chemicals,  earthenware  and  china,  jewelry,  leather  manufactures, 
saddlery  and  harness,  sporting  goods  and  toys,  stationery,  and  ve- 
hicles. 

Imports  of  American  merchandise  showed  increases  during  1908  in 
nearly  every  article  brought  into  the  country.  In  food  and  drink 
articles  alone  the  trade  increased  from  $114,156  in  1907  to  $125,511  in 
1908.  Other  material  gains  are  found  in  cotton  manufactures,  furni- 
ture, hardware,  mining  and  electrical  machinery,  engine  and  machine 
oUs,  paraffin  and  other  oils,  and  carts  and  carriages. 


BRITISH  EAST  AFRICA. 
UGANDA. 

Prepared  in  the  Bureait  ov  Manufactures  from  Britibh  Official  Sources. 

The  total  foreign  trade,  including  specie,  of  the  Uganda  Protectorate 
in  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1908,  amounted  to  $2,523,933, 
against  $2,006,025  in  the  previous  fiscal  year.  The  imports  for  the 
fiscal  year  1907-8  were  valued  at  $1,808,231  and  the  exports  at 
$715,702,  while  the  imports  and  exports  for  1906-7  amounted  to 
$1^41,516  and  $564,509,  respectively. 

The  imports  into  the  Protectorate,  exclusive  of  bullion  and  specie, 
but  including  goods  in  transit,  by  principal  countries,  for  the  fiscal 
years  ended  March  31,  1907  and  1908,  were  as  follow^: 


Country. 


United  States 

British  India  and  Burma. 

France 

Oermany 

Kongo  Free  State 


1906-7. 

1967-8. 

1220,974 

92,960 

19,612 

262.461 

167,110 

1133,391 
113,660 
34,296 
185,321 
183,361  1 

Russia, 

United  Kingdom 

other  countries 

Total 


1,533,23S 


Rice  to  the  value  of  more  than  $24,000  was  imported  from  Grerman 
East  Africa.  It  has  been  arranged  for  an  expert  from  India  to 
instruct  the  natives  of  the  Protectorate  in  the  best  methods  of  Rowing 
rice,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  all  the  rice  required  for 
home  consumption  will  be  produced  locally.  The  imports  of  hard- 
ware more  than  douWed  in  value,  and  there  was  an  increase  in  the 
receipts  of  machinery  due  to  the  estabUshment  of  additional  ginneries 
for  the  cotton  industry,  and  also  to  the  transit  of  material  intended 
for  the  gold  mines  in  the  Kongo  Free  State.  The  imports  of  tm- 
bleached  cahco,  known  as  Amencani,  showed  a  remarkable  decreaae. 
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This  calico  comes  from  the  United  States  and  has  been  almost  exclu- 
sively used  by  the  natives  for  making  the  long  gowns  which  form 
their  principal  article  of  clothing.  During  the  year  the  natives 
evinced  a  preference  for  cotton  cloth  of  much  better  quality.  This 
was  the  cause  of  the  decrease  in  the  imports  from  the  United  States, 
which  was  more  than  counterbalancea  by  the  increased  purchases 
of  long  cloth  and  of  other  superior  qualities  of  cotton  and  woolen 
goods  manufactured  in  the  Umted  Kingdom. 

In  exp<»:ts .  increases  were  shown  in  cotton,  cotton  seed,  hippo- 
potamus teeth,  sheepskins,  and  ivory.  The  remarkable  develop- 
ment of  the  cotton  mdustrv  during  1908  is  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance to  the  Protectorate.  The  exports  durii^  the  year  amounted  to 
about  660  tons  of  ginned  cotton,  valued  at  $229,281,  besides  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  unginned  cotton,  which  was  shipped  to  British 
Bast  Africa. 


ZANZIBAR. 

By  Consul  Abthub  Garrels. 

The  commercial  imp(H*tance  of  Zanzibar  is  almost  entirely  due  to 
its  position  as  a  distributing  and  transshipping  center.  Only  about 
46  per  cent  of  its  exports,  exclusive  of  specie,  are  of  its  own  produc- 
tion. Although  Zanzibar  has  lost  much  business  with  the  ascendency 
of  Mombasa  and  Dareesalaam,  it  is  still  the  commercial  gateway  for 
nearly  all  of  the  smaller  ports  in  German  and  British  East  Africa,  as 
well  as  for  many  on  the  Italian  Benadir  coast.  Zansdbar  merchants 
not  only  did  a  great  deal  of  business  directly  with  these  smaller  ports, 
but  a  considerable  portion,  almost  $400,000  of  the  impK)rts  in  1908, 
came  from  Daressalaam  and  Mombasa  for  reshipment  by  dhows. 
Zanzibar  can  suffer  greatly  only  when  a  system  of  railroads  connects 
all  of  the  ports  on  the  mainland,  along  the  entire  coast. 

The  trade  of  Zanzibar  in  1908  fell  back  to  its  normal  proportions 
after  a  la^rge  increase  in  1907.  The  increase  of  imports  in  1907  over 
tho^e  of  1906  amounted  to  almost  60  per  cent.  This  increase  re- 
sulted from  an  unusually  large  clove  crop  in  1907;  a  rate  war  in  ocean 
frei^t  rates  in  1907  also  had  its  influence.  In  the  following  state- 
ment isshown  the  imports  into  and  exports  from  Zanzibar,  by  countries, 
during  1907  and  1908: 


Country. 


Imports. 


1907. 


United  S*rt« $233,510 

Blitiab  Bast  Afrioa I    a  442, 742 

BtltWhliidla 1,683,024 

FntKX». 4»,W7 

Qentmny 301,830 

Q«nn9Q  BiBt  Africa a 628,630 

Netlkerlands 30»,84> 

United  Kingdom 940,410 

AuothNrnmiin «i,4«i,3M 


Tdtel 6,000,188      4,719,732      6,207,430        4,757, 


1908. 


$159,085 
0  244,011 

844,234 
41,428 

196,880 
0  639,395 

^9,482 

896,291 
1,079,976 


Exports. 


1907. 


$190,622 

b 628, 819 

1,089,117 

679,847 

no,  921 

6  836,749 

98,966 

606,860 

» 484, 038 


1908. 


$173,030 

»402)447 

1,322,744 

666,474 

396,568 

» 961, 902 

63,597 

437,453 

ft844,423 


•  Imports  for  reezport«tlon. 


^Reeiports. 


e  PriodpaUy  Cram  AfliAtie  porti. 
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Of  the  exports  in  1908.  $563,671  was  specie  and  bullion,  which 
went  chiefly  to  British  Inaia. 

DISTRIBUTION  OP  TRADB. 

The  United  States  furnished  about  4  per  cent  of  the  imports  and 
took  about  4  per  cent  of  the  total  exports  of  Zanzibar.  The  United 
Kingdom  contributed  not  quite  19  per  cent  of  the  imports.  Of  tUs 
amount  cotton  goods  made  up  43  per  cent.  Only  9  per  cent  of  the 
exports  were  taken  in  return,  and  of  this  amoimt  45  per  cent  was 
represented  by  cloves.  Other  leading  articles  taken  by  the  United 
Kingdom  were  ivory  and  gum  copal. 

The  largest  volume  of  business  m  both  imports  and  exports  is  done 
with  British  India,  principally  through  Bombay.     The  large  Indian 

{population  in  Zanzibar,  estimated  at  25,000  to  35,000,  naturalhr  pre- 
ers  its  supplies  from  home  markets.  The  large  number  of  fnoian 
merchants  also  give  their  home  markets  the  preference.  Many  local 
firms  are  branches  of  houses  in  Bombay,  which  is  the  nearest  metro- 
politan center  of  trade  and  industry,  and  draw  their  financial  support 
n'om  there. 

The  absorption  of  Indian  cotton  goods  by  the  local  market  is 
steadily  increasing.  Indian  cottons  are  cheaper  and  imitate  the  Elng- 
Ush  and  American  product.  The  large  quantity  of  rice  is  import^ 
mostly  by  tidian  merchants,  a  number  combining  to  bring  out  a  full 
cargo  ship.  The  cloves  exported  are  consumed  in  Bombay  for  manu- 
facturing and  food  purposes.  The  ivory  sent  to  India  is  made  up  of 
the  smaller  tusks  and  Dangle  ivory,  which  is  the  hollow  end  of  the 
larger  tusks.  These  ends  being  hoflow  in  the  center,  are  readily  made 
into  large  rings  and  other  ornaments  for  personal  aaomment. 

Imports  from  African  ports  constitute  nearly  25  per  cent  of  the 
total  imports,  and  consist  chiefly  of  raw  products  intended  for  reship- 
ment.  The  exports  to  African  ports  make  up  35  per  cent  of  the  total, 
and  consist  largely  of  cotton  goods  and  provisions. 

Germany  furnished  about  5  per  cent  of  the  imports  into  Zanzibar, 
sugar  being  the  principal  item.  That  country  took  about  8  per  cent 
of  the  exports,  cloves  and  clove  stems  making  85  per  cent  of  Ger- 
many's purchases.  Hamburg  is  the  destination  of  all  cloves  going  to 
Germany.  German  houses  have  long  been  estabUshed  here,  and  are 
the  principal  factors  in  the  trade  with  the  Indian  retailer  and  jobber, 
whom  they  control  through  supplying  stocks  of  goods  on  long  credits. 
The  Deutsche  Ost-Afrika  Linie,  a  German  corporation,  handles  over 
50  per  cent  of  the  freights  in  and, out  of  Zanzibar. 

The  Netherlands  furnished  about  5  i>er  cent  of  the  imports,  made 
up  largely  of  cotton.  Almost  all  of  the  cotton  goods  from  conti- 
nental countries  came  from  Netherlands  and  are  cotton  prints.  How- 
ever^ only  the  printing  process  takes  place  there,  the  material  itself 
coming  almost  entirely  from  England.  These  pieces  are  known  as 
khan^as  and  two  pieces,  each  about  two  yards  long,  go  to  make  up 
theoress  of  the  native  swahili  woman.  The  gooas  are  printed  in 
striking  designs  of  yellow,  black,  and  red. 

France  furnished  less  than  1  per  cent  of  the  imports,  and  took 
almost  the  entire  exportation  of  copra,  which  went  to  Marseilles, 
where  it  is  made  into  oil  and  other  products. 
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In  the  following  statement  is  given  the  value  of  the  imports  into 
Zanzibar  and  exports  therefrom,  exclusive  of  goods  shipped  to  African 
ports,  by  articles,  during  1908: 


Articles. 


Copra. 
Cotton  piece 


Amei 

Gray  shirtiiu; 

Kanlkl 

Khangas 

Other 

Flour 

Ghee  (butter) 

Grain: 

Matama 

Rice 

Groceries 

Iron  and  steel,  manufsctures  of: 

Hardware 

Sheets,  iron 

Ivory 

Petroleum 

Proylsions,  tinned 

Sim  Sim 

Sugar 

Timber 

Tobacco 

AU  other  articles 


Value. 


1109,647 

»7,ie7 
27,533 
123,536 
271,140 
382,527 
60,088 
120,896 

59,857 
979,190 
103,360 

81.838 
23,755 
246,884 
153,308 
31,234 
39,192 
102,727 
55,977 
45,790 
1,505,586 


Total 4,719,732 


Articles. 


Cloves 

Clove  stems 

Copra 

Cotton,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Piece  goods— 

AmericanI 

Khangas 

Coins 

Fish,  dried 

Gum  copal 

Groceries 

Hides  and  skins 

Ivory  tusks 

Rubber 

Sim  Sim 

Shells: 

Tortoise 

Other....: 

Teeth,  rhinoceros,  etc 

Wax 

All  other  articles 


Total... 
Gold,  bullion. 


Value. 


Grand  total. 


11,283,348 

69,683 

583,679 

14,997 

6,088 
3,618 
553,484 
19.496 
79,876 
7,578 
46,102 
264,491 
10,463 
12,279 

18,980 
14,005 
30,287 
27,661 
58,023 


3,105,049 
10,187 


3,115,236 


The  value  of  the  exports  from  Zanzibar  to  Africa  during  1908  is 
shown,  by  articles,  in  tne  following  table: 


Articles. 


I 


Bags 

Beads. 

CoaL 

Coir 

Cotton  piece 

Americani 

Gray  shirting 

Kanlkl 

Khangas 

Other 

Crockery  and  glassware 

Donkeys 

Fish,  dried 

Flour 

Grain: 

Rice 

Other 

Groceries 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Cutlery 

Hardware 


Value. 


128,228 
13,191 
6,637 
8,509 

81,291 

42,020 

79,464 

140,070 

300,732 

18,822 

6,761 

15,569 

11,933 

268,906 
37,874 
77,698 

6.376 
27,290 


Articles. 


Iron  and  steel,  manufacture  of— C/ont'd 

Machinery 

Sheets,  iron 

Wire 

Other 

Petroleum 

Provisions: 

Ghee  (butter) 

Tinned 

Soap 

Tea 

Timber 

Tobacco 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Coins 

Grand  total 


Value. 


19,042 
9,232 
12,293 
152,734 
79,968 

14,480 
7,243 
25,438 
7,002 
30,285 
31,707 
30,335 


1,580,214 
62,178 


1,642,392 


The  imports  into  Zanzibar  from  the  United  States  in  1908  were 
valued  at  $159,085,  against  $233,510  in  1907.  Imports  of  cotton 
piece  goods  known  as  Americani  decreased  $42,100,  while  machinery 
dropped  from  $24,750  to  $14,589.  The  imports,  by  articles,  during 
1907  and  1908,  respectively,  are  shown  in  the  table  following. 
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Articles. 

1907. 

1908. 

Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

Carriages 

tl,216 
1,040 

122,504 
10,827 
9,221 

24,756 
1,574 

"*ii,'oi9 

80,404 
8,361 
6,135 

14.589 
201 

Petrolftum 

MO,  247 

♦**'?S 

coflS:".   :::::::.:::::.:.. 

Tobacco 

Cotton  piece  goods: 

All  other  articles 

2,12S 

t,19 

Total 

Other 

233,510 

150,065 

G  roceries 

1 

Iron  and  steel ,  manufactures  of: 
Machinery 

Hardware,  etc 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  Zanzibar  to  the  United  States 
during  1908  was  $226,544,  against  $273,875  in  1907.  Four  articles 
disappeared  from  the  list  of  exports — beeswax,  chillies,  gum  copal,  and 
hides.  The  articles  in  1908  and  their  value  were  as  follows:  Cloves, 
$92,499;  clove  stems,  $28,531;  ivory  tusks,  $91,605;  goatskins,  $13,521 
shells,  $357;  household  effects,  $31. 

ANALYSIS   OF   AMERICAN   TRADE. 

The  decrease  in  the  imports  from  the  United  States  during  1908 
was  in  common  with  a  like  condition  of  those  from  other  countriifis. 
An  additional  influence  in  the  decrease  of  the  sale  of  cotton  goods 
was  the  high  prices  prevailing  in  the  American  market  as  the  result 
of  a  strong  demand  at  home.  The  groceries  were  in  the  main  soda 
biscuits.  The  large  difference  in  the  imports  of  machinery  is  due  to 
the  importation  of  a  boiler  plant  in  1907  for  the  local  electric  light 
company.  The  heading  of  machinery  embraces  all  kinds  of  ma- 
chinery and  supphes,  neav}^  hardware  and  sewing  machines.  A 
German  firm  has  a  steady  demand  for  sewing  machines  of  American 
make  which  seems  to  be  increasing  yearly.  The  apparent  decceaae 
in  petroleum  does  not  reflect  an  actual  falling  off  in  tne  imports,  but 
is  the  result  of  the  time  of  arrival  of  an  oil  steamer.  This  steamer 
due  in  the  early  part  of  December,  1908,  arrived  later  in  the  month 
and  was  not  fully  discharged  until  January,  1909,  to  which  year  the 
shipment  was  accredited.  The  consumption  of  American  oil,  ae  a 
matter  of  fact,  is  increasing.  The  oil  is  handled  by  a  German  firm 
which  does  its  business  with  the  Cape  Town  branch  of  an  American 
company. 

The  amount  of  exports  to  the  United  States,  as  far  as  the  items  of 
ivory  and  goatskins  are  concerned,  is  governed  entirely  by  the  local 
supply.  The  American  market  always  absorbs  everythmg  of  iJbe 
kind  that  mav  be  offered.  After  a  large  crop  of  cloves  the  United 
States  also  talces  its  proportion  of  the  increase.  There  is  a  steady 
decline  in  the  exports  to  the  United  States  of  goatskins,  due  to  the 
fact  that  much  of  the  supply  formeriy  coining  from  the  Italian 
Benadir  coast  is  now  being  diverted  to  Aden. 

An  American  company  controls  the  local  electric-light  plant,  a  7-mile 
narrow-gage  railway,  and  a  small  telephone  exchange.  Supplies  of 
American  manufacture  used  by  these  enterprises  are  handled  mrou^ 
a  London  supply  house.  Two  American  exporting  and  iinport£g 
Arms  have  branches  here.  The  one  has  been  estabushed  since  1832 
and  confines  its  business  to  the  importation  of  cotton  goods  and  the 
exportation  of  ivory,  goatskins,  and  cloves.  The  omer  has  been 
in  business  about  three  years  and  operates  along  the  same  lines,  but 
intends  to  go  into  a  general  merchandise  business,  drawing  its  goods 
from  European,  as  well  as  American  markets. 
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shippxna,  kevjenues,  etc. 

I^  1908  the  foreign  shipping  wa«  represented  by  2  sailing  vessels 
and  200  steamships.  Of  ttuese  121  carried  the  GermajQ  flag,  53  the 
British,  and  25  the  French.  The  coastwise  traffic  was  rep/e^ented 
bv  several  small  steamers  and  a  large  number  of  native  craft  called 
dhows. 

The  revenues  of  Zanzibar  are  derived  chiefly  from  import  and  ex- 
port duties  and  the  products  of  the  government  plantations.  Post- 
office  and  port  fees  and  hut  tax  also  contribute  to  the  fund.  Besides 
this  the  Zanzibar  government  receives  annually  $53,531  from  the 
British  East  African  Administration  as  rental  for  the  10-mile-wide 
coast  strip  of  that  protectorate,  over  which  atrip  the  Sultan  of  Zwsi- 
bar  holds  a  sovereign  right;  and  an  annual  income,  approximately 
$60,000,  as  interest  on  $1,674,076  invested  in  Indian  government 
3i  per  cent  rupee  paper,  which  represents  the  proceeds  from  the  sale 
of  mainland  territories  to  the  German  and  Italian  Governments. 

Almost  the  entire  list  of  manufactured  imports  are  subject  to  a  7^ 
per  cent  duty.  The  export  duty  on  cloves,  the  staple  product  of  the 
island,  is  25  per  cent,  levied  in  kind.  Goods  for  transshipment  are 
free  of  all  duties,  as  are  ivory,  copra,  skins,  ami  other  natural  prod- 
ucts from  the  mainland.  The  revenues  for  1907,  amounting  to 
$1,202,000,  reflect  the  result  of  an  exc^tiojaally  Wge  clove  crop 
during  the  year.  For  1908  the  revenues  amounted  to  $808,000. 
The  government  expenditures  in  1907  and  1908  were  $919,700  and 
$1,070,600,  respectively. 

BRITISH    SUDAlSr. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

Prefabs D  in  the  Bureau  op  Manufactures  from  Britibh  Official  Sources. 

The  period  of  financial  depression  in  Egypt  had  its  counterpart  in 
the  Sudan.  The  revenue  for  1908  fell  short  of  the  sum  anticipated. 
In  spite  of  a  satisfactory  rainfall,  cultivation  did  not  increase  to  any 
extent.'  There  were  a  lew  sales  of  land  and  only  a  limited  number 
of  demands  for  concessions  were  received  by  the  Government.  Cus- 
toms and  trade  statistics  show  that  commercial  prospects  are  im- 
proving, and  there  is  every  reason  to  anticipate  a  steady  develop- 
ment of  the  economic  resources  of  the  country. 

The  total  number  of  acres  under  cultivation  in  1908  was  1,106,175, 
a  decrease  of  317,796  from  1907,  but  an  increase  of  97,533  acres  over 
1906.  The  cotton  area  imder  artificial  irrigation  decreased  1,592 
acres,  and  that  under  wheat  1,347  acres.  In  the  Tokar  district 
cotton  cultivation  increased  16,397  acres  in  1907  and  18^000  acres  in 
1908,  due  to  the  variable  water  supply.  It  is  conclusively  proved 
that  Egyptian  cotton  of  excellent  quality  can  be  grown  in  the  Sudan, 
and  the  nrst  consignment  of  the  1908-9  crop  from  the  Z<eidab  estate 
sold  at  $1  per  bale  above  the  price  of  the  regular  contract  grade. 

There  was  no  extension  of  railways  during  1908,  but  it  was  decided 
to  relay  with  heavy  rails  the  line  l>etween  Khartum  and  Port  Sudan, 
the  sum  of  $1,425,000  being  allotted  for  this  purpose.     [All  vdues  in 
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this  report  are  based  on  the  Egyptian  pound  sterling  bein^  worth  $5 
gold.]  There  were  320,222  passengers  carried  on  the  main  lines  in 
1908,  an  increase  of  60,546  over  the  previous  year.  Exclusive  of 
goods  transported  for  the  government,  138,195  tons  of  merchandise 
and  47,252  head  of  hve  stock  were  carried  during  the  year. 

The  imports  into  the  Sudan  for  the  nine  months  ended  September 
30,  1908,  were  valued  at  $6,595,775,  an  increase  of  $504,480  as  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  period  of  1907.  There  were  increases 
shown  in  the  imports  of  sugar,  coal,  cotton  fabrics,  and  railway 
material.  The  exports  of  domestic  produce  for  nine  months  of  1908 
were  valued  at  $2^065,425,  against  $1,788,645  for  the  same  period  of 

1907.  Of  the  articles  of  export,  gum  and  cotton  amounted  to  more 
than  50  per  cent  of  the  total. 

EGYPT. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Consul-Genbral  Lewis  M.  Iddinjqs,  Cairo. 

The  economic  troubles  which  overtook  Egypt  in  1907  and  were 
first  noted  in  a  breakdown  of  speculation  on  the  stock  market  in 
April  of  that  year,  have  not  yet  come  to  an  end.  The  worst  has 
certainly  been  seen  in  stocks,  which  suffered  first;  in  the  mpnev 
market,  which  was  affected  second;  and  in  commercial  circles,  which 
followed  third.  In  these  three  divisions  there  is  some  improvement. 
Stock  values  can  not  rise  much,  however,  until  the  banks  and  many 
private  lenders  have  sold  the  bonds  and  shares  which  they  had  to 
take  for  debts.  Both  banks  and  private  capitalists  are  holding  their 
weak  securities  and  selling  whenever  the  mcwket  rises  even  a  little; 
then  prices  go  down  again.  There  is  greater  ease  in  money,  because 
the  Grovemment  is  spending  considerable  on  pubUc  works,  especiaUy 
in  irrigation.  In  the  spring  of  1908  the  Government  was  asked  to 
lend  $10,000,000  out  of  its  reserve  funds  for  the  reUrf  of  particular 
classes  of  societv.  It  refused,  but  the  mortgage  bwiks  later  were 
able  to  obtain  abroad  a  larger  loan  than  $10,000,000  in  the  ordinary 
way  of  business.     This  afforded  much  relief  from  financial  stringency. 

REAL  ESTATE  VALUES  MUCH  REDUCED. 

Real  estate  always  suffers  last  in  times  of  financial  trouble,  and  it 
is  now  at  its  worst  in  Egypt.  Land  registration  fees  have  fallen  off 
nearly  $1,500,000  since  1907.     The  total  sales  of  agricultural  lands  in 

1908,  as  far  as  ascertained,  show  16,776^  acres  sold,  at  a  price  of 
$7,752,620,  averaging  a  little  less  than  $462.50  per  acre.  As  a  gen- 
eral rule,  sellers  have  reduced  prices  about  20  per  cent,  and  the 
tendency  is  to  go  by  actual  income  rather  than  by  the  futiu^  pros- 
pects of  a  property  as  the  basis  of  a  purchase  price. 

Suburban  land  has  lost  its  former  value,  and  the  price  at  which  it 
can  be  bought  depends  on  the  seller's  need  of  money ;  tnose  who  are  not 
pressed  stm  hope  to  recover  what  they  paid.  The  beautiful  houses 
of  the  suburban  white  city  of  Heleopolis  stand  vacant,  but  the  enter- 
prise is  being  handled  in  a  way  that  indicates  eventual  success.     City 
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sites  are  not  traded  in  at  all.  Rents  have  fallen  one-half.  In  1907 
nineteen  government  residences  were  built  in  Gezireh  and  distributed 
by  lot  among  government  officials  at  an  alleged  rental  of  3  per  cent 
on  the  cost  of  the  structures,  not  counting  the  value  of  tne  land. 
Under  the  present  administration  these  houses  are  not  hereafter  to 
be  kept  for  government  officials,  but  are  to  be  rented  to  the  highest 
bidders,  anathe  rents  have  been  raised  nearly  one-half. 

GENERAL  CONDITIONS. 

A  railroad  has  been  built  to  the  Oasis  of  Kharga  in  the  Lybian 
Desert,  but  it  does  not  pay.  There  is  no  water  except  what  is  taken 
from  artesian  wells,  and  the  population  is  sparse.  Immigration  to 
Egypt  is  no  factor  in  the  development  of  the  country  as  it  is  in  the 
United  States.  Work  on  the  Assuan  dam  will  be  finished  in  1912. 
This  will  open  to  cultivation  900,000  acres  of  land,  800  miles  north  of 
the  dam,  m  the  Delta,  the  thickly  populated  part  of  Egypt.  The 
Esna  barrage  above  Luxor,  which  will  facilitate  the  distnbution  of 
water  to  lands  difficult  to  reach  when  the  Nile  is  low,  is  just  about  to 
be  declared  ready  for  use. 

The  native  bazaars  complain  of  lack  of  business.  The  winter  of 
1907-8  was  not  prosperous  for  them,  owing  to  the  decrease  in  the 
number  of  tourists,  and  the  past  winter  not  so  many  came  as  were 
expected.  The  shops  which  depend  on  native  custom  seem  more 
prosperous,  and  the  peasants  appear  to  have  considerable  money. 
The  Cairo  hotels  did  not  fill  up  until  late,  although  the  up-river 
hotels  are  doing  better.  It  will  prove  at  least  not  to  oe  more  than  a 
fair  tourist  season. 

Although  the  area  planted  in  cotton  in  1907  amounted  to  about 
1,603,224  acres,  or  aoout  100,000  acres  more  than  the  previous 
season,  the  cotton  crop  fell  short,  amounting  to  7,234,669  cantars 
(cantar  =  99.5  pounds).  The  area  planted  in  cotton  in  the  season 
of  1908  was  about  equal  to  1907,  but  the  crop  was  from  500,000  to 
750,000  cantars  below  that  of  1907. 

A  comparison  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  ginned  cotton  and 
cotton-seed  arrivals  at  Alexandfria  in  the  past  two  years  is  shown  in 
the  following  table,  the  value  for  1907  bemg  obtained  by  converting 
the  Egyptian  pound  sterling  on  a  basis  of  ^.94,  while  the  value  for 
1908  is  on  a  conversion  basis  of  $5  even: 


Product. 

1907. 

1908. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton 

Cottonseed 

.pounds.. 

...English  tons.. 

685,023,300 
466,340 

$116,673,383 
12,359,010 

634,849,300 
445,170 

185,468,060 
12,355,005 

The  prices  per  cantar  varied  between  $22.37  (highest  price  reached) 
and  $13.50  (lowest  price),  or  between  22.3  cents  and  13.5  cents  per 
pound,  the  cantar  being,  commercially  speakmg,  100  pounds,  but 
actually  between  104  and  107  pounds.  These  prices  are  for  ginned 
cotton,  free  from  seed,  and  delivered  in  Alexandria.  The  prices  for 
cotton  seed  have  averaged  higher  than  in  1907,  so  that  the  value  of 
the  crop  this  past  year  was  almost  equal  to  1907. 
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0AU8B8   OF   DECREASED   COTTON   CROP. 

Among  catises  that  have  produeed  the  great  decrease  in  the  last 
year's  cotton  crop  were  lateness  m  plantii^,  lack  of  water,  and  the 
ravages  of  the  cotton  worm.  In  Deeember,  1907,  Lower  Egypt  was 
inundated  by  heavy  rains,  followed  by  wet  weather  towarotne  end 
of  January,  1908.  This  retarded  the  preparation  of  the  soil  for  the 
planting  of  cotton  seed.  Preparation  should  normally  begin  toward 
the  end  of  December,  in  order  that  the  cotton  may  be  sown  in  March. 
From  this  there  resulted  at  least  one  month's  delay,  causing  the 
preparation  of  the  soil  to  be  made  in  great  haste*  and  consequently 
not  as  carefully  as  is  necessary  for  a  successful  crop. 

The  rotation  for  water  was  fixed  last  season  in  most  districts  at  six 
days'  wojk  against  eighteen  days'  stoppage.  In  some  cas^  it  resulted 
that  the  working  days  were  not  enough  to  irrigate  the  whole  land,  and 
consequently  some  of  the  planted  areas  had  to  remain  for  a  period  of 
thirty-six  days  without  water.  It  is  well  known  that  the  period 
between  the  waterings  should  not  exceed  twelve  to  fifteen  days. 

The  cotton  worm  made  its  appearance  twice,  first  in  June,  and  then 
in  August,  and  caused  great  damage.  The  English  government 
officials  had  decided  last  vear  to  let  the  natives  themselves  look 
after  this  plague,  since,  if  tney  are  able  to  look  after  their  own  inter- 
ests at  all,  it  should  be  in  the  management  of  the  cotton  crop.  The 
fovemors  of  the  Provinces  were  therefore  assured  that  they  could 
ave  government  money  and  support  to  fight  the  worm  whenever 
they  decided  that  is  was  necessary  to  ask  for  them,  but  when  the 
governors  finally  took  notice  of  the  pest  the  ravages  were  too  far 
advanced  to  be  stopped,  and  cotton  to  the  value  of  several  ndllions 
of  pounds  sterling  was  destroyed. 

A  commission  of  experts  investigating  the  question  of  deterioration 
in  cotton  and  diminution  in  quantity  in  1908  found  it  had  no  data  to 
rely  on,  as  there  were  no  agncultural  statistics  ready.  Maps  of  the 
cultivated  areas  are  now  to  be  made,  and  the  question  will  again  be 
examined.  The  rotation  of  crops  and  soil  exhaustion  are  factors  in 
the  problem,  but  some  experts  nold  that  plant  proximity  is  a  more 
important  consideration.  Cotton  is  founa  to  grow  badfy  near  sor- 
ghum, probably  because  of  some  direct  poisonous  effect  produced 
on  its  neighbor  by  sorghum  roots,  and  through  moisture  in  the  soil. 
Sesame  is  said  to  decrease  cotton  production  by  24  per  cent  when 
planted  near  it.  The  level  of  subsoil  water  is  under  investigation  in 
connection  with  this  subject. 

CEREAL   PRODUCTION — THE   BOVINE    PEST- 

In  cereals  the  crops  of  1908  were  poor,  due  chiefly  to  wet  and  cold 
weather  in  January.  In  consequence  of  this,  and  owing  to  the 
decrease  in  the  area  devoted  to  cereals,  imports  of  food  prooucts  and 
grain  increased.  In  1907  the  value  of  wneat  flour,  com,  and  com 
Sour  imported  was  $6,820,775,  and  in  1908  the  imports  were  $10,- 
229,885,  an  increase  of  $3,409,110.  Of  the  1908  imports  $38,385 
worth  of  Minnesota  flour  came  direct  to  Cairo.  The  importers  state 
that  generally  speaking  the  effort  to  bring  such  suj>ply  from  the  United 
States  has  succeeded  well  when  the  quahty  of  the  imports  was  like  the 
sample. 
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The  cerealfl  planted  in  Egypt  are  wheat,  barley,  Indian  com,  horse 
beans,  lentils,  and  sesame.  Almost  all  such  products  are  consumed 
in  the  country,  so  that  no  real  valuation  of  the  quantity  raised  can  be 
ascertained.  The  wheat  imported  in  1908  amounted  to  17,453  tons, 
valued  at  about  $727,575,  against  15,811  tons,  valued  at  $564,190, 
in  1907.  The  importation  or  wheat  thus  increased  by-  about  1,642 
tons. 

As  irrigation  schemes  are  developed  and  executed  inore  of  Egypt  is 
being  canaUzed  and  transformed  into  perennially  irrigated  tracts. 
This  makes  the  growing  of  cotton  possible,  and  as  cotton  is  a  better 
paying  article  than  any  cereal,  it  naturally  follows  that  cereal  planta- 
tion is  suflfering.  The  decrease  in  the  quantities  of  cereals  produced 
makes  a  consequent  rise  in  prices.  The  Egyptian  peasant  depends 
largely  on  his  clover  (bersim)  crops  for  the  feeding  of  his  cattle. 
Clover  is  generally  planted  as  an  intermediate  between  two  crops  of 
different  kinds,  and  besides  being  food  for  cattle  gives  a  rest  to  the 
soiL  A  worm  made  its  appearance  in  both  U  pper  and  Lower  Egypt  in 
1908  and  worked  havoc  in  the  clover,  so  that  the  peasant  was  obhged, 
partly  at  least,  to  make  up  his  loss  in  clover  by  providing  himself  with 
barley,  horse  beans,  or  Indian  com  for  the  feeding  of  his  cattle. 

An  effort  is  being  made  in  Egypt  to  increase  the  interest  in  growing 
vegetables  and  fmit  for  the  European  market  by  the  horticultural 
society,  which  declares  that  this  business  would  pay  better  than 
cotton. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  bovine  pest  is  increasing.  Up  to  the 
end  of  Novemtor,  1908,  there  were  8,307  cases  reported;  in  1907  the 
total  was  4,874.  In  1904  there  were  125,014  cases,  but  the  disease 
nearly  died  out  in  1905  and  1906.  It  is  being  vigorously  fought  by 
the  authorities. 

FOREIGN    TRADE   MOVEMENT. 

The  vear  1908  has  felt  the  hard  times  more  severely  than  1907, 
when  the  crisis  actually  occurred.  In  1907  the  total  trade  of  E^pt 
was  heavier  than  in  the  previous  year,  many  orders  having  been  given 
before  the  crisis  came,  but  from  August  it  fell  off  rapidly.  The 
decUne  continued  throughout  1908.  In  1906  the  total  trade  was 
$241,507,090;  in  1907,  $267,421,594;  in  1908.  $239,663,410.  To- 
bacco, the  value  of  which  is  included  in  these  figures,  was  imported 
to.  the  value  of  $4,302,710  in  1908,  against  $3,581,035  in  1907.  A 
movement  is  on  foot  to  persuade  the  Government  to  allow  tobacco 
to  be  cultivatad  again  in  Egypt.  Cigarettes  exported  fell  off  in  value 
from  $1,967,545  in  1907  to  $1,824,885  in  1908,  less  of  this  article  going 
to  Germany  than  in  previous  years.  Tobacco  came  from  the  United 
States  to  the  value  of  $4,790,  and  there  were  sent  to  the  United  States 
in  cigarettes  only  about  $27,000,  as  our  invoices  show,  as  against 
$66,(^  in  1907.  The  decrease  is  due  in  part  to  the  manufacture  of 
Egyptian  cigarettes  in  the  United  States. 

The  total  imports  of  merchandise,  including  tobacco,  amounted  to 
$126,501,985,  against  $130,603,915  in  1907,  a  loss  of  $5,101,930.  The 
heaviest  decrease  was  in  metals  and  worked  metal,  which  fell  off  in 
value  $5,006,960.  Of  this  amount  iron  and  worked  steel  decreased 
$3,533,045,  and  machines  and  parts  of  machines  $1 ,363,470.  Next  are 
the  textile  industries,  where  the  decrease  was  $2,756,185.  Under  this 
head  ready-made  clothing  imports  showed  a  falling  off  of  $728,015  and 
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silken  textures  and  ribbons  $429,375.  This  is  where  the  European 
population  economized,  buying  cotton  stuff  instead  of  woolen  or 
silken.  In  linen  stuff  there  was  a  decrease  of  $416,835.  On  the 
other  hand,  cotton  textures  showed  an  increase  of  $540,720.  The 
falling  off  in  the  building  trade  category  is  noticeable.  This  included 
stone,  marble,  cement,  jwaster,  etc.,  and  showed  a  decrease  of  $586,330. 
while  the  furniture  imported  fell  off  $798,340.  The  imports  of 
horses,  mules,  and  camels  decreased  by  $670,710.  The  chief  mcreases 
were  in  sugar,  $1,510,890;  wheat  flour  and  com  meal,  $2,630,820; 
Indian  com,  $614,785;  petroleum,  $309,575;  coffee,  $410,430;  loco- 
motives $455,910.  Ironmongery  and  office  accessories  ako  showed 
a  decrease  of  $508,885.  Tarbouches  were  affected  by  the  status 
of  Austrian  goods,  and  show  also  a  loss  of  $76,580.  The  coal  imports 
increased  by  $432,650,  and  soap  by  $381,51j0.  Artificial  manure 
imports  were  less  bv  $746,990.  Spirits,  liquors,  and  oil  imports 
showed  an  increase  or  $515,850,  but  this  was  principally  due  to  cot- 
ton-seed oil,  alcohol,  olive  oil,  and  petroleum,  as  beer,  wine,  mineral 
water,  and  liquors  all  showed  a  decrease.  Agricultural  machinery 
decreased  $387,635;  other  machinery  about  $1,000,000. 

DECREASES  SHOWN  IN  EXPORTS. 

The  exports,  including  cigarettes,  were  $106,578,365,  against 
$140,065,925  in  1907,  a  loss  of  $33,487,560.  The  exports  in  cotton 
decreased  $32,531,205,  the  other  $956,400  of  loss  being  composed 
chiefly  of  $302,945  in  animal  products  and  skins,  and  $278,375  in 
textiles.  The  amount  of  cotton  exported  was  634,849,300  pounds, 
of  the  value  of  $85,458,016,  as  compared  with  685,922,000  pounds, 
valued  at  $117,989,220,  in  1907,  a  falling  off  in  the  number  of  pounds 
of  51,072,700,  and  in  value  of  $32,531,205.  England  received  of 
last  year's  cotton  312,412,000  pounds,  valued  at  $42,144,245.  Ger- 
many took  56,074,3CK)  pounds;  France,  53,711,100  pounds;  Aus- 
tria, 31,016,600  pounds;  and  Italy,  25,334,400  pounds.  The  decrease 
in  cotton  seed  amounted  to  $420,355.  Other  shrinkages  in  value  as 
compared  with  1907.  were  natural  wool,  $251,650;  ivory,  $166,330; 
gum  arabic,  $92,015;  eggs,  $69,170;  ostrich  feathers,  $59,775.  The 
only  increase  of  interest  was  in  cane  sugar,  exports  of  which  rose  in 
value  by  $65,175,  although  they  fell  off  in  quantity  by  571,700 
pounds. 

IMPORTS    FROM    THE    UNFTED    STATES    AND    ALL    OTHER    COUNTRIES. 

According  to  the  customs  returns,  which,  beginning  with  1908, 
have  been  kept  separately  for  the  United  States,the  imports  from  the 
latter  and  from  all  other  countries  into  Egypt  were  as  follows: 
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Artidee. 


United 
States. 


All  other 
countries. 


Artioles. 


United 
States. 


All  other 
countries. 


Animal  products,  n.  e.  s 

Arms  and  explosives: 

Explosives 

Weapons  and  puts 

Art  works 

Beverages: 

Beer 

Liquors 

Books,  printed  matter,  etc. . 
BreadstufTs: 

Biscuits 

Com 

Flour,  wheat,  and  com . 

Semolina 

Cars,  carriages,  etc.: 

Automobiles 

Carriages 

Motor  cycles,  etc 

Wagons  and  carts 

Cement  and  plaster  work. . . 
Clocks  and  watches: 

Clocks 

Watches 

Clothing 

Colors  and  dyestufls: 

Colors 

Dyestufls 

Copper  and  brass,  manufac- 
tures of 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Canvas  for  sails 

Cloth 

Cloth,  waxed  and  tarred 

Thread 

Dry  goods 

Earthen  and  porcelain  ware. 

Electric  appa^tus,  etc 

Fish ,  salted,  preserved ,  etc. . 

Fruits,  preserved 

Games  and  toys 

Grease 

Hides  and  skins 

India  rubber,  etc.,  manu- 
factures of 

Instruments: 

Musical 

Scientific,  etc 

Iron  and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of: 

Cast,  finished  with 
other  metals 

Hardware 

Hoop 

Ironware,  small 


1650 

225 

5,665 

50 

3,505 
0,050 
2,610 

70 

2,065 

145,275 

230 

1,400 
320 

1,285 
230 

1,020 

80 

200 

1,050 

1,345 
3,540 

820 


$75,260 

100,025 
142,260 
22,010 

200,515 
601,565 
462,310 

162,700 

732,075 

8,621,075 

365,015 

265,175 
47,616 
37,000 
20,140 

166,815 

31,580 

12,000 

1,380,185, 

231,410 
56,865 

1,465,100 


325 

02,720 

685 

16,380,475 

250 

130,760 

55 

317,415 

106 

100,015 

50 

474,130 

17,880 

578,675 

245 

630,306 

860 

436,215 

445 

231,400 

2,420 

134,615 

12,785 

682,065 

1,705 

108,630 

1,005 

53,850 

17,875 

232,645 

21,605 

614,370 

10,610 

1,083,465 

1,500 

331.010 

1,720 

458,780 

Iron   and  steel,  manufac- 
tures of— Continued. 

Iron  and  steel,  worked. . 

Machinery- 
Agricultural 

Etectrlc 

Steam 

Other, and  parts... 

SafSBs 

Tools 

All  other  manufactures. 

Lamps 

Lead,  and  manufactures  of. . 
Leather,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Saddlery 

Other 

Metals  and  alloys,  manuito- 

turesof 

Mineral  earths 

Oils: 

Bentine,  gasoline,  etc.. . 

Cotton-seed , 

Kerosene , 

Seed 

Other , 

Paper: 

Printing  and  writing. . , 

Wrapping 

Patent  medicines,  etc , 

Perfumery 

Personal  effects 

Plate  glass  and  mirrors 

Roots,  herbs,  and  leaves. . . , 

Soap,  perfumed 

Starch 

Tin  and  tinware , 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Leaf 

Cigars 

Other 

Underwear 

Varnish 

Vegetables,  preserved 

Vegetable  products,  n.  e.  s. 
Wood,  anamanufactures  of: 

Pumiture 

Lumber  and  timber... 

Other 

All  other  articles 

Total 


$11,115 

35,070 
0,030 
3,005 
100,316 
826 
16,600 
7,730 
6,660 
1,150 


26,080 

205 

1,665 

430 
405 

26,035 
121,645 

11,865 

2,070 

114,445 

1,045 

150 

18,760 

7,240 
245 
60 
135 
175 
640 

4,435 


1,875 
2,245 
670 
365 
665 
480 
105 

7,205 

104,040 

100 

58,600 


$1,735,235 

816,600 
442,750 
757,545 
810,405 
36,455 
283,840 
2,076,810 
200,245 
75,510 


002,265 
50,410 
77,880 

136,040 
113,106 

26,206 

170,425 

1,782,710 

703,025 


503,355 
743,045 
374,260 
107,340 
74,310 
112,630 
302,370 
130,300 
101,165 
480,115 


4,041,410 

78,000 

16,815 

1,345,300 

68,205 

213,330 

216,410 

816,440 

6,048,025 

310,340 

28,426,415 


1,081,770 


05,200,025 


LEADING   EXPORTS    FROM   EGYPT. 


The  leading  articles  of  export  from  Egypt  to  the  United  States  and 
all  countries  m  1908  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


United  States. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


AU  countries. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Beans 

Cotton 

Cottonseed.. 

Dates 

Gum  arable. 

Lentils 

Onions 


Skins,  sheep  and  goat. 


. .  .bushels. . 
. .  .pounds. . 
...bushels.. 
...pounds.. 

do 

...bushels.. 

tons.. 

/number. . 
'Vpounds... 


11 

41,625,600 

5i 

80 

2,408,718 

67i 

1,002 

15,300 


110 

5,606,480 

5 

5 

108,666 

240 

13,650 

3,556 


54,362 

634,840,300 

20,670,124 

1,341,102 

6,745,558 

34,061 

70,575 

040,807 

5,586,001 


$48,066 
85,458,060 
12,375,005 
45,505 
258,645 
35,070 
004,815 

I       706,475 


Total. 


5,632,500 


00,023,430 
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The  tables  show  how  small  a  proportion  of  Egypt's  foreign  trade  is 
enjoyed  by  the  United  States,  although  the  actual  trade  is  better 
than  the  custom-house  returns  indicate.  For  example,  by  consular 
invoices  cotton  to  the  value  of  $10,575,412  was  exported  to  the 
United  States,  yet  the  custom-house  figures  show  $5,506,480  as  the 
total  export.  The  reason  for  the  difference  is  that  much  ot  the  cotton 
went  firet  to  Italy  or  England  and  was  there  transshipped  to  New 
York.     So  with  other  items. 

The  exports  from  Cairo  in  1908  showed  an  increase  of  $10,534  over 
those  for  1907,  the  largest  gain  being  nearly  $45,000  in  gum  arable, 
while  cigarettes  fell  off  almost  $40,0W.     The  details  follow: 


Articles. 


Antiquities  and  curios. 

Books 

Carpets  and  rugs 

Cigarettes. 


Donlcevs. . . 
Egyptian  goods. 
Oum  arable 


1907. 


111,213 


15,717 
<iO,374 
1,305 
23,289 
143,261 


1906. 


130,007 

638 

8,177 

25,804 

146 

10,645 

188,022 


Arttdes. 


Hides  and  skins. 

Rags 

Senna 

Stnepguts 

AllooSr 


Total. 


1907. 


$10,286 
""49,'873 


322,026 


IfiOA. 


16,210 

8,010 

M,083 

948 


328,460 


OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  AMERICAN  TRADE. 

The  exporters  of  the  United  States  are  doin^  but  little  business 
with  Egypt.  No  American  bank  has  been  established,  and  no  houses 
of  importance  have  sent  competent  agents  to  investigate  conditions 

I)ersonallv.  This  agency  and  consulate-general  has  received  many 
etters  of  inquiry  whicn  have  had  carenil  attention,  but  nothing 
seems  to  come  of  them.  The  demand  in  Egypt  for  food  products  has, 
as  already  stated,  led  to  the  increased  imp^ortation  of  flour  from  the 
United  States,  but  some  of  this  staple,  when  it  arrived,  was  found 
to  be  inferior  to  the  sample  on  which  the  contract  was  made. 

Apples  from  Oregon  have  been  imported  in  increasing  quantities  for 
the  hotels  and  some  of  the  Nile  steamboat  companies;  but  American 
statistics  are  not  obtainable.  The  total  for  1908  was  $1,526,825  from 
all  countries,  which  is  $65,505  more  than  in  1907. 

Cheap  motor  cars  of  low  horsepower  might  have  a  chance  when 
prosperity  returns.  In  Cairo  there  are  at  present  270  cars  registered, 
against  275  in  the  previous  season;  in  Alexandria,  160,  against  120. 
Two  new  garages  have  just  be^n  opened  at  Cairo.  Most  of  the  cars 
owned  by  natives  are  of  French  origin.  Cheap  cars  with  covered 
bodies  and  of  low  horsepower  are  chiefly  favored,  as  in  Egypt  there 
are  no  hills  of  any  consequence.  As  a  means  of  transport  it  is  stated 
that  the  automobile  has  proved  less  expensive  than  the  camel,  a 
record  of  220  kilometers  having  recently  been  effected  in  one  day's 
journey. 

POSSIBLE  MARKET  FOR  COAL. 


The  railroads  of  Egypt  bum  much  coal,  and  the  yards  at  Port  Said 
sell  many  tons  to  steamers.  This  is  the  best  English  Newcastle  coal, 
and  at  rort  Said  has  commonly  sold  at  $5.52  per  ton.     In  Cairo  the 

grice  is  $8.50  at  retail.     With  the  vast  stores  of  coal  in  the  United 
tates,  and  the  low  price  at  which  coal  could  be  laid  down  at  tide 
water,  there  seems  to  be  a  margin  to  allow  American  coal-mine 
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owners  to  send  coal  to  Egypt  to  sell  to  the  railroads  or  to  the  coal 
yards  at  Port  Said.  The  managers  of  these  undertakings  are  Eng- 
lishmen, but  this  is  not  likely  to  prevent  them  from  buying  in  the 
cheapest  market  and  selling  at  the  best  profit.  The  difficulty  would 
be,  in  exporting  coal  from  the  United  States,  to  get  ships  to  send  to 
Egypt  loaded  with  coal  and  then  to  obtain  freight  for  the  return 
voyage.  They  would  have  to  make  a  tour  of  the  Mediterranean  to 
find  their  cargoes,  but  probably  that  could  be  done.     The  director- 

f general  of  the  state  railways  is  Maj.  G.  B.  Macauley,  Cairo;  and  the 
eading  coal  companies  at  rort  Said  are  Savon  &  CJo.,  Worms  &  Co., 
The  Port  Said  and  Suez  Coal  Company,  Cory  Brothers,  Wills  &  Co., 
and  the  Deutsches  Kohlen-Depot. 

FISCAL   REPORT — PRICES    OF    LABOR. 

The  fiscal  report  of  Egypt  for  the  past  four  years  is  as  follows: 


Year. 


Ordinary 
revenue. 


1905 I  $74,066,730 

1906 :    7»,  685, 470 

1907 • i    81 ,  839, 090 

1908  (approximate ) !    76, 820, 000 

Total 309, 412, 290 


E: 

Of 

and 


$60,624,110 
65,809,315 
71,402,065 
72,320,000 


Surplus. 


$18,443,620 
10^877,156 
10,437,025 
4,500,000 


270,155,400     39,256,800 


General  reserve  fund. 


Receipts.  ,  ^Jg^ 


$10,646,530 
7,334,300 
2,325,705 
4,860,000 


26,166,535 


$13,840,890 
23,372,926 
23,232,490 
20,000,000 


80,446,306 


The  falling  oflf  of  revenue  in  customs  duties  was  $766,720;  in  rail- 
way receipts,  $675,020;  in  land  registrations,  $1,492,560. 

The  revenue  for  1909  is  estimated  at  $75,500,000,  and  the  expenses 
at  $74,250,000.  Of  the  latter  sum,  $69,500,000  is  for  ordinary 
expenditures,  $3,050,000  for  special  chaises  for  1909,  and  $1,700,000 
for  special  expenditures  not  actually  made  in  1908  as  expected. 

The  wages  paid  for  labor  in  Cairo  are  shown  in  the  tables  following. 
The  first  table  was  prepared  upon  information  from  a  leading  building 
firm  in  this  city.  The  daily  hours  of  labor  are  8  in  winter  and  10  in 
summer,  the  working  time  being  6J  days  a  week. 


Trade  and  nationality. 


European. 

Native. . . 
Carpenters: 

European. 

Native. . . 
Carriers: 

Boys 

Girts 


Pay  per  day. 


$1.60-$1.75 
.90-  1.00 


1.00-  2.00 
.60-  1.00 


.35- 


Trade  and  natlenality. 


I  Pay  per  day. 


.40 
.25 


Painters: 

European $l.0O-$1.26 

Native .60-  1.00 

Plasterers,  native 1.00-  1. 26 

Plumbers:  , 

European 1.00-  3.00 

Nrfllve .75-  1.50 

Stone  cutters,  native '  .80-  1. 00 

Decorators,  European 2.00-2.50 


From  the  government  builders  the  following  statement  was  received. 
These  rates  apply  to  native  laborers  only.  There  are  no  fixed  rates 
for  the  different  trades,  as  wages  vary  according  to  the  capabilities 
of  the  workmen,  and,  with  unskilled  labor,  according  to  age. 
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Trade. 

Pay  per  day. 

Trade. 

Pay  per  day. 

SO.  75-10. 90 
.60-1.10 
.18-    .35 

Pflfrit4»nf. 

10.5040.85 

Carpenters 

PlumtM^ni 

.50-  1.00 

Laborers 

StonecuUen.  . 

.75-    .90 

Other  trades  are  paid  thus  on  government  authority: 


Trade. 


Days 
week. 


Hours. 

per 

week. 


Wages. 


Laborers  on  street,  hired  by  city 

Blacksmiths 

Iron  molders 

Bakers: 

European 

Native 


10.30  per  day  and  $1.36  per  week,  do  gratol- 

ties. 
$1  per  day. 
119.97  per  month. 

$40  to  $70  per  month. 
$17  to  $ao  per  month. 


Labor  in  the  cotton,  rice,  sugar,  or  onion  fields,  all  day  and  every 
day,  is  paid  from  20  to  60  cents  per  day.  Both  native  and  white 
labor  is  poor  in  Egypt. 

SHIPPINO   AND   PASSENGER   TRAFFIO; 

Sixteen  vessels  from  the  United  States  landed  in  Egypt  during 
1908,  a  total  of  12,349  tons  of  cargo  and  1,707  passengers.  Of  the 
tonnage  8,425  tons  were  landed  at  Alexandria,  3,882  tons  at  Port 
Said,  and  42  tons  at  Suez  Road. 

Oi  this  cargo  536  tons  came  to  Alexandria  in  Greek  bottoms  from 
New  York,  4,237  tons  in  British  bottoms  from  other  American  ports, 
and  3,652  in  Russian  bottoms.  British  steamers  also  brougnt  to 
Alexandria  1,123  passengers  from  New  York  and  185  from  other 
American  ports;  German  ships  brought  349  passengers  from  New 
York,  and  Greek  ships  50  passengers. 

Seven  British  vessels,  with  a  registered  tonnage  of  59,246  and 
carrying  286  passengers,  left  Alexanc&ia  during  the  year  for  American 

Sorts.     Two  of  these  vessels  were  bound  for  Boston  and  three  for 
few  York. 

The  total  cargo  landed  in  Egypt  during  the  year  amoimted  to 
4,144,056  tons,  and  the  exports  1,222,795  tons.  The  total  shipping 
traffic  during  the  year  amounted  to  2,127  incoming  vessels  repre- 
senting 3,535,164  net  registered  tons,  and  2,139  outgoing  vessels 
representing  3,552,483  registered  tons.  This  is  an  increase  over 
1907  of  115  vessels  and  234,417  tons  in  the  arrivals,  and  143  vessels 
representing  269,364  tons  in  the  departures.  Almost  all  nationalities 
contributed  to  this  increase  excepting  France,  which  remains  prac- 
tically stationary,  and  Germany  whose  figures  show  in  1908  an  im- 
portant decrease.  • 
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AliEXANDRIA. 

By  Consul  David  R.  Bibch. 

The  year  1908  will  be  recorded  by  commercial  Alexandria  as  the 
most  inactive  of  the  past  decade.  The  sudden  termination  of  the 
era  of  unprecedented  prosperity  in  the  latter  part  of  1907  left  a  stag- 
nation in  business  circles  from  which  this  rich  city  has  not  yet 
recovered.  The  coUapse  of  the  land  boom,  with  its  attendant  failures, 
put  an  end  for  many  years,  it  is  beUeved,  to  the  system  of  speculation 
that  had  made  prosperity  for  its  promoters,  but  which  left  the  chief 
commercial  citv  of  Egypt  bereft  or  all  but  its  natural  advantages. 

The  splendid  situation  of  Alexandria  as  the  commercial  gateway  to 
all  Egypt  and  the  Sudan  makes  this  city  almost  immune  from  long- 
continued  business  disaster  or  trade  depression.  Alexandria  is 
accorded  third  place  among  Mediterranean  ports,  if  indeed  first  and 
second  places  may  even  now  be  rightfully  claimed  for  Marseilles  and 
Genoa.  With  an  import  trade  a^regatmg  nearly  3,000,000  tons  of 
foreign  merchandise  annually  and  an  outgoing  shipment  of  Egyptian 
products  valued  at  over  $100,000,000,  this  port  must  always  present 
scenes  of  tense  activity. 

RESULTS  OF  SPEC5ULATION  IN   COTTON. 

Cotton  is,  of  course,  the  backbone  of  Alexandria's  prosperity,  and 
the  extraordinary  faith  in  the  infaUibility  of  this  valuaole  crop  is 
accounted  responsible  in  no  small  degree  for  the  wave  of  speculation 
that  three  years  ago  swept  over  this  country.  When  the  crash  came 
it  was  still  the  cotton  crop  that  was  lookedf  to  for  the  reUef  that  has 
not  yet  come.  Many  busmess  houses  were  sustained  throughout  the 
summer  of  last  year  on  the  hope  of  a  big  cotton  crop  bringing  back 
the  prosperity  that  was  lost  the  year  before,  but  instead  of  a  larger 
yield  from  the  cotton  fields  the  crop  fell  short  by  100,000,000  pounds. 
Then  followed  the  inevitable  closmg  out  of  many  firms  previously 
thought  sound  and  free  from  the  speculative  mfluence.  It  was 
not  only  the  speculators  who  suffered.  The  business  houses  of  the 
city  were  so  inseparably  connected,  one  with  the  other,  that  the 
cautious  felt  the  crisis  as  weD  as  the  less  careful.  From  November, 
1907,  until  November,  1908,  there  were  184  bankruptcies  before  the 
local  courts,  and  during  that  same  period  61  other  Alexandria  firms 
closed  their  doors  and  made  arrangements  with  creditors. 

American  firms  should  now  reassure  themselves  as  to  the  present- 
day  standing  of  their  properly  constituted  agents  and  not  accept  as 
satisfactory  the  previous  financial  responsibihty  of  local  represen- 
tatives. The  crisis  is  still  upon  Egypt,  and  failures  a^e  of  weekly 
occurrence.  Careful  investigation  should  follow  in  every  instance 
where  an  Alexandria  firm  seeks  connections  with  an  Amencan  house, 
and  the  standing  of  a  local  fimn  or  of  an  individual  given  a  few  years 
back  should  not  be  taken  as  a  criterion  for  to-day.  Any  responsible 
Alexandria  importer  is  able  to  furnish  a  bank  guaranty,  and  there 
are  enough  substantial  business  men  here  to  permit  of  the  opening  of 
trade  through  them  without  the  assumption  by  the  American  house 
of  a  risk  through  connections  with  some  one  who  is  either  unable  or 
unwilling  to  give  the  requisite  backing. 
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The  present  is  not  the  most  propitious  time  for  the  American 
manufacturer  to  secure  a  foothold  here.  Business  confidence  is  lack- 
ing, and  it  may  be  assumed  that  none  but  the  kind  of  foreign  goods 
classed  here  as  necessities  can  now  be  sold  to  any  great  extent. 

EXTENT  OF  ALEXANDRIANS   FOREIGN   TRADE. 

Ninety  per  cent  of  Egypt's  import  trade  is  done  through  the  port 
of  Alexandria.  This  amounted  m  190S  to  $110;862,780,  a  decrease 
of  $6,734,050  from  the  1907  importations.  The  importance  of 
Alexandria  over  Port  Said  and  Suez  is  shown  to  an  even  greater 
extent  in  the  shipment  of  Egyptian  goods  abroad.  Out  of  a  total 
exportation  during  1908  of  $106,578^365  for  all  Egypt,  $104,110,295, 
or  over  95  per  cent,  went  throu^n  this  port.  The  Alexandria  exports 
were,  however,  $33,156,275  below  those  of  the  year  previous,  but  it 
should  be  noted  that  the  valuations  are  10  per  cent  less  than  the 
actual  value  of  the  goods  because  of  the  Egyptian  custom-house 
svstem  of  accepting  outgoing  merchandise  at  10  per  cent  less  than 
the  real  value  for  purposes  of  assessing  an  export  duty. 

A  review  of  the  1908  imports  at  Alexandria  and  a  comparison  with 
the  previous  year's  totals  shows  a  marked  increase  in  the  purchase  from 
abroad  of  various  foodstuffs  and  a  corresponding  decrease  in  the  im- 
port of  clothing,  iron  goods,  and  machinery.  The  most  cogent  reason 
assigned  for  tlus  increase  in  the  purchase  of  foreign  (5erea&  and  flour 
is  the  tendency  of  the  owners  of  farm  lands  to  abandon  grain  for 
cotton  planting. 

Other  classes  of  imported  goods  in  which  decreases  were  noted 
were  live  stock  and  animal  products,  skins  and  leather  goods^  wine, 
and  beer,  coal,  building  material,  and  woolen  goods.  Sugar,  ohve  oil, 
petroleum,  chemical  products,  and  textiles  were  articles  in  which 
larger  sales  were  registered. 

PRINCIPAL   IMPORTS   AND   COUNTRIES   OF  ORIGIN. 

The  principal  articles  imported  into  Alexandria  in  1908,  with  the 
total  trade  from  all  countries  in  such  items,  and  a  comparison  of  the 
share  of  the  United  States  with  that  of  five  leading  countries,  are 
shown  in  the  following  table: 


Anides. 


Clothing 

Coal 

Cotton  goods. 

Flour 

Fuinltare. . . . 
Hardware.... 

KeiDsene 

Lumber 

Machinery... 

Paint*. 

Sugar 

Tobaooo 

Woolen  goods 


Total  from 

allooun- 

trles. 


028,285 
261,730 
341,605 
387,425 
668,685 
773,586 
011,156 
096,016 
760,950 
207,165 
016,400 
323,820 
126,890 
100,590 


United 
states. 


1915 


686 

146,276 

7,295 

10,415 

7,370 

192,945 

70,606 

6,660 


8,560 


Aoatrfa- 
Hungary. 


88,235 
901,686 


524,085 

5,720 

271,435 

169,040 


937,275 
980 
62,275 
245,305 
368,340 
637,370 


Prance. 


84,086 
204,896 
340 
154,380 
4,662,620 
206,166 
369,870 


8,255 

71,065 

112,815 

120 

626 

254,690 


Qtntumy 


160 
13,736 
66; 080 
267,400 
187,795 
29,890 
202,816 


4,025 

466,230 

414,770 

12,010 

4,746 
228,405 


Italy. 


$4,255 
6,000 


865,500 
340.448 
76,425 
62,336 


35,345 
30,100 
13,990 


23,310 
17,160 


United 
Kingdom. 


811,946 

69,530 

6,274,^0 

14,296,106 

1,414,665 

158,600 

101,715 


7,065 


172,866 

4« 

29, 7W 

1.1S4,«0 
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In  addition,  Turkey  supplied  animals  to  the  value  of  $1,410,190; 
Roumania,  kerosene  to  the  value  of-  $744,900,  while  Russia  sent 
$945,745  worth.  Lumber  came  from  Roumania  to  the  value  of 
$1,488,395;  from  Sweden,  $2,193,070,  and  from  Turkey,  $1,141,805. 
Russia  supplied  $2,058,125  worth  of  su^r.  Tobacco  came  from 
Greece  to  the  value  of  $1,163,260  and  from  Turkey,  $2,146,755. 

The  six  countries  that  bring  to  Alexandria  the  bulk  of  Egyptian 
imports,  and  the  volume  of  busineira  done  in  1908  by  each,  were  as 
follows: 


Country. 


United  Kingdom 

France 

Turkey 


Value. 


139.241,270 
12.542.440 
12,059,540 


Country. 


Value. 


Austria-Hungary $7, 815, 790 

Italy 5,642,415 

Germany 5,450,650 


EXPORTS    FROM    ALEXANDRIA. 


The  foreign  sales  of  Egyptian  raw  cotton  comprise  four-fifths  of  the 
export  trade  of  Alexandria,  or,  taking  the  figures  for  1908,  $85,000,000 
out  of  a  total  of  $104,000,000.     The  remaming  $18,000,000  is  com- 

f)osed  principally  of  cotton  seed,  cigarettes,  eggs,  and  onions  in  the  fol- 
owing  values  to  the  countries  named: 


Articles. 


Cotton  seed 
Cigarettes.. 

Onions 


Austria- 
Hungary 


$257,120 

197,000 

16,785 

259,795 


Franoe. 


S752,080 
96,565 
20,050 
10,040 


Ger- 
many. 


$862,075 
155,490 
11,665 
83,905 


United 
KIngdera. 


$10,433,215 
85,430 
377,945 
515,875 


Total. 


$12,304,490 
534,545 
406,445 
860,615 


The  total  exportation  from  Alexandria  of  these  four  articles  to  all 
countries  in  1908  was  $14,579,155. 

Two  other  large  items  of  export  are  rice  and  skins,  but  these  go  to 
other  parts  of  the  Turkish  dominions.  Out  of  a  total  exportation 
of  rice  aggregating  9,497  tons,  8,654  tons  were  for  Turkey.  The 
shipment  of  hides  from  Egypt  to  Turkey  amounted  in  1908  to  $235,040 
out  of  a  total  exportation  of  $347,875.  Hides  and  skins  to  the  value 
of  $78,645  went  from  Alexandria  to  Austria-Hungary. 

The  share  that  the  United  Blingdom  has  in  the  Egyptian  export 
trade  is  greater  than  the  rest  of  the  world  combined.  Out  of  the 
total  exportation  of  $104,110,275  from  Alexandria  in  1908,  $55,306,- 
020  went  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  British  ships. 


AMERICAN   TRADE   HANDICAPS. 

The  United  States  rwiks  almost  last  in  the  countries  doing  an 
import  trade  with  this  port,  and  while  a  higher  freight  rate  on  goods 
coining  from  New  York  than  from  points  in  Europe  has  the  effect  of 
retarding  development  of  American  commerce  in  certain  commodities, 
yet,  on  the  whole,  it  is  the  absence  of  direct  steamship  facilities 
that  acts  as  the  principal  barrier  to  American  trade  expansion  in 
northeastern  Africa.     Transshipment  of  American  goods  consigned 
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to  Alexandria  must  now  be  made  at  Liverpool,  London,  Grenoa,  or 
Naples.  This,  besides  entailing  much  delay  m  arrival,  often  foments 
complaints  of  breakage,  with  an  unfavorable  comparison  of  the  Ameri- 
can manufacturer's  aUe^ed  faulty  manner  of  pacKin^.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  handicap  of  inadequate  transportation,  the  American  exporter 
practically  unrepresenteci  in  a  fiela  where  European  houses  have 
agents  of  their  own  nationality,  and  out  of  touch  with  his  buyers,  has 
succeeded  in  placing  orders  for  $1,019,040  through  this  port  within  the 
past  calendar  year.  It  is  a  striking  illustration  that  American  trade 
will  naturally  expand  despite  the  lack  of  facilities  possessed  by  com- 
peting nations,  and  without  help  on  the  part  of  anyone. 

The  imports  into  Alexandria  from  the  United  States  in  1908  are 
taken  from  the  Egyptian  custom-house  statistics.  The  customs 
officials  admit  that  these  are  not  indicative  of  the  volume  of  business 
done  by  the  United  States,  because  account  is  taken  only  of  the 
country  whence  comes  the  importing  steamship,  which  may  or  may 
not  be  the  place  of  origin  of  the  goods.  Thus,  if  American  goocis 
consigned  to  Alexandria  are  transshipped  at  Liverpool  or  at  Naples, 
as  the  case  may  be,  these  are  classed  at  the  local  custom-house  as 
English  or  Italian  products.  The  sale  here  of  American  articles  is 
known  to  be  much  greater  than  indicated,  but  no  known  means  are 
at  hand  of  ascertaining  the  proper  figures. 

IMPORTS   FROM   AND   EXPORTS   TO   THE   UNTTED   STATES. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  at  Alexandria  during  1908 
are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Value. 


Articles. 


Vahie. 


Breadstuffs: 

Flour 

Maise 

Cars,  carrlaees,  etc.: 

Automobiles 

Bicycles 

Cement 

Cereals 

Drugs 

Electrical  apparatus,  etc 

Firearms 

Fish,  preserved,  etc 

Grease 

Gutta-percba. 

Instruments: 

Musical  (pianos) 

Scientific 

Technical 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures  of: 

Hardware 

Hoops 

Maciiinery— 

Agricultural 

Electrical 

Other  and  parts 

Steel,  worked 

Other 

Lamps 


$145,276 
2,965 

1,400 
1,265 
1,020 
1,045 
18,670 
17,880 
5,665 
6,475 
1,140 
1,795 

1,005 
17,376 
16,375 

12.716 
1,500 

79,605 

9,830 

109,160 

11,115 
6,845 
5,540 


Lead 

Leather,  and  manufootures  of: 

Shoes 

Unmanufactured 

Other 

Oils: 

Benzine 

Cotton-seed 

Mineral 

Petroleum 

Paints 

Paper,  and  manuf^u^ures  of: 

Paper 

Printed  matter 

Perfumery 

Skins 

Spirits  and  malt  liquors: 

AloohoL 

Beer 

Tin 

Tobacco 

Wood,  manui^tures  of: 

Furniture 

Lumber 

All  other  articles. 

Total 


Sl,140 

26.775 
12,785 
12,500 

3,150 

106.390 

109,410 

7,370 

5.550 

1.045 

2.430 

1,135 

12,785 

9,090 
3,545 
3,270 
3,560 

7,295 

192,945 

19,980 


1,019,040 
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As  the  exports  from  Alexandria  ^  to  the  United  States  are  confined 
almost  exclusively  to  cotton  shipments,  which  are  discussed  in 
another  part  of  this  report,  there  are  no  features  of  this  trade  worthy 
of  extended  mention  here.  The  list  is  as  follows,  showing  a  compan- 
son  of  the  past  two  years: 


Articles. 

1007. 

1006. 

Articles. 

1007. 

1006. 

Bafcins. ■, 

$1,017 

581 

3.452 

4,342 

1,615 

16,463,878 

$2,853 

424 

1,086 

3.300 

01 

10,354,344 

320 

120 

04,103 

Onions 

$60,747 
10,032 

$01,810 

Carpets 

Rags 

10,234 

Cigarettes          

S^ii. 

Si 

Cisarette  Daoer 

Slclns 

11.8S2 

150 

2,315 

10,801 

Ckmee 

Tobacco 

620 

Cotton 

All  other  articles 

5,070 

Onttnn  sfpd 

Total 

Curiosities 

200 
18,400 

16,587,500 

10,575,403 

Qum 

IMPORTANCE  OF  THE  COTTON  CROP. 

The  1908  crop  of  Egyptian  cotton  was  damaged  by  cold  weather 
in  Lower  Egypt,  where  75  per  cent  of  the  plantations  are  located. 
In  rough  figures,  an  ordinary  season's  yield  of  cotton  enriches  Egypt 
apmroxunately  $100,000,000. 

The  cotton  fields  in  1907  produced  approximately  723,000,000 
pounds.  The  1908  crop  was  variously  estimated  at  625,000,000  to 
650,000,000  pounds,  and  with  the  popular  grade  known  as  *' fully 
good  fair"  averaging  $15  per  hundredweight,  the  effect  of  the  loss  of 
$15,000,000  upon  a  nation  in  financial  difficulties  may  be  readily 
imagined. 

^exandria  is  the  center  of  cotton  activity  in  Egypt.  The  cotton 
is  brought  from  the  interior  by  rail  and  by  canal  boat^  and  is  stored, 
pressed,  packed,  marketed,  and  shipped  in  Alexandria.  The  value 
of  raw  cotton  exported  from  Alexandria  in  1908  was  $85,445,985. 
Cotton  shipments  from  the  other  three  ports  of  Egypt  amounted  to 
but  $12,030.  This  exportation  was  less  by  $32,520,000  than  the 
cotton  snipments  of  1907,  the  tables  showing  decreased  sales  to  each 
of  Egypt's  principal  cotton  markets. 

The  value  of  Egyptian  cotton  exported  from  Alexandria  in  1908 
to  various  parts  of  tne  world  was  as  follows: 


Countiy. 


United  States.... 
Austrla-Hiiiigary 

Belgium 

China  and  Asia. . 

France 

Germany 

Oreeoe 

Italy 

Netherlands 

Mejdoo 


Value. 


$10,3&4,344 

4,186,780 

328,435 

1.660,820 

7,274,006 

7,610,320 

33,625 

3,417,055 

347,020 

51,460 


Country. 


Portugal 

Roumanla 

Russia 

Spain 

Switzerland 

Turkey 

United  Kingdom 

British  possessions  in  Asia 

Total 


Value. 


37, 


$18,710 
3,235 
784,025 
064,200 
556,475 
18.800 
296, 3n 
431,305 


85,445,085 


«In  the  annual  review  of  the  trade  of  E^prpt  for  1907  the  words  "Alexandria"  and 


*  Cairo"  were  inadvertently  transposed 
places  to  the  United  States. 


in  the  table  showing  exports  from  these 
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A  table  of  comparison  Bhowing  the  area  of  productioiiy  the  sizes  of 
the  various  crops  in  cantars  of  99^  pounds^  the  selling  prices,  and 
the  exportation  in  bales  of  400  pounds  ranging  over  a  period  of  ten 
years  is  given: 


Area. 

Slseofcrop. 

Selling 
price  per 
oantar. 

ExportB  to- 

Year. 

United 
States. 

United 
Kingdom. 

Other 
countries. 

1898 

Aera. 
1.450,000 
1,500,000 
1,600.000 
1,650,000 
1,700,000 
1,750,000 
1.850,000 
1.900,000 
1,850,000 
1,960,000 

OatUars, 
5, '-  m 
6,         ^45 

5,  180 

6,  ai 

5,  W 

6,  H7 
6,          170 

5,  183 

6,  t83 
7,.   i   m 

10.15 
14.27 
11.91 
11.12 
15.93 
15. 7» 
13.66 
17.45 
19.11 
IS.  52 

Bales. 
52,385 
72,196 
57.  n5 

106,665 
84,918 
55,162 
80,440 
60,478 

111,565 
78,391 

Bales. 

347,336 

407,245 

325,587 

322,514 

391,745 

375,049 

399,458 

889,338 

444,066 

449,966 

Bolts, 
731,450 

1899.. 

853,539 

1900 

707,603 

1901 

850,217 

1902 

706,649 

1903.  . 

796  40 

1904 

800,884 

1905 

1906 

795,609 
021,973 

1907 

906,858 

HARBOR   IMPROVEMENTS. 

During  1908  an  extension  to  the  breakwater  of  1,800  feet  was 
completed,  and  the  work  commenced  during  the  pre vious  year  of  con- 
structing a  protecting  wall  to  meet  the  large  breakwatci,  thus  ren- 
dering the  inner  harbor  almost  immune  from  the  frequently  occur- 
ring storms,  was  also  finished.  These  extensions  entailed  an  ex- 
penditure or  $950,000. 

Three  new  quays,  to  be  used  solely  as  unloading  wharves  for  lum- 
ber, were  built  last  year.  These  are  near  the  outer  harbor  wall,  and 
have  anchorages  for  six  large  and  three  smaller  lumber  vessels 
instead  of  the  two  moorings  now  in  use  at  the  old  'wharves.  The 
change  in  the  location  of  the  lumber  storage  sites  was  rendered  neces- 
sary oy  the  lack  of  proper  wharfage  near  the  general-merchandise 
docks.  When  the  new  quays  are  put  into  use  it  will  be  possible  to 
segregate  the  lumber  from  other  merchandise.  As  the  new  condi- 
tions mean  to  the  lumber  importers  the  abandonment  of  the  lum- 
ber storage  warehouses  now  in  use  and  the  building  of  new  ones,  it 
is  thought  unlikely  that  the  new  wharves  will  be  in  actual  usfe  during 
1909,  though  they  are  now  ready  for  unloading  operations. 

Last  year  also  witnessed  the  completion  of  the  new  wall  extend- 
ing from  the  straight  coal  pier.  This  wall  is  so  constructed  as  to 
form  an  immense  basin  capable  of  containing  eight  coal  steamers, 
each  of  which  will  have  free  anchorage  and  ample  room  for  dischar^' 
ing  without  interference  with  each  other.  The  work  on  the  extend- 
ing arm  was  started  four  years  ago  and  has  caused  an  outlay  of 
$430,000.  Prior  to  its  completion  there  were  but  four  coal  stecmer 
anchorages,  each  fitted  with  American  bridge  tramways.  These, 
however,  were  used  principall;^  for  unloading  coal  intended  for  the 
Egyptian  State  Railway,  and  insufficient  space  was  afforded  indus- 
tnal  concerns  for  either  discharging  or  storage  purposes.  The  eight 
new  qiXays,  or  those  within  the  basin,  are  not  yet  fitted  with  the 
bridge  tramway  system.  The  total  expenditure  on  harbor  improve- 
ments completed  last  year  was  $3,046,665. 
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SHIPPING  STATISTIOS. 


The  details  of  the  movement  of  the  year's  shipping  in  the  port  of 
Alexandria  follow: 


Arrivate. 

DepartUKM. 

Nationality. 

Number. 

NettoB- 
na«e. 

Cargo 
landed. 

Number. 

Net  ton- 
nage. 

Cargo 
shipped. 

Aiutrfan , ,  

205 

02 

757 

17 

124 

100 

307 

258 

100 

10 

130 

400,140 

87,570 

1,468,778 

17,332 

288,210 

271,247 

220,607 

309,909 

207.620 

39,070 

125,863 

T<mt. 
172,408 

40,a40 
1,682,022 

21.060 

05.885 
135,000 
157.506 
130,270 
162,320 

54,448 
104,943 

204 
91 
766 
17 
123 
110 
804 
263 
106 
17 
186 

806,720 
87,201 
1,488,202 
17.332 
287,132 
273,871 
226,740 
403,583 
205,813 
32,600 
131,752 

Tftu. 
107,565 

BtUten 

18,166 

Britlflh... 

604,767 

Dutob 

60 

30.062 

GennaD 

62,521 

QrMk 

37,134 

ItailgQ. 

48,871 

Rnmlfin.. ....     , 

85,302 

Swedish 

16,020 

All  other 

21,820 

Total 

2,127 

3,535,164 

2,760,206 

2,130 

3,552,483 

1,076,776 

The  total  number  of  passengers  landed  at  Alexandria  in  1908  was 
82,600,  of  whom  20,238  came  in  British  vessels,  16,049  in  Greek, 
and  10,651  in  Italian.  The  total  number  of  passengers  embarked 
was  82,033,  of  whom  22,409  went  in  British  vessels,  13,148  in  Greek, 
and  12,865  in  Italian. 

FRENCH  AFRICA. 
ALGERIA. 

REVIEW  OP  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul  James  Johnston,  Algiers. 

The  year  1908  was  marked  by  a  prolonged  drought,  resulting  in  a 
short  crop  of  cereals,  chiefly  in  the  distncts  of  the  native  farmers, 
where  the  ground  is  merely  scratched  before  sowing  and  where  all 
efforts  to  introduce  European  methods  have  been  for  the  most  part 
unsuccessful.  In  the  districts  where  colonists  are  numerous  many 
of  the  natives  have  begun  to  adopt  improved  methods,  and  the  sight 
of  American  plows  on  their  farms  is  no  longer  rare. 

Much  distress  resulted  from  the  drought  m  the  interior,  though  not 
to  the  extent  of  actual  famine,  owing  to  prompt  measures  of  relief 
taken  by  the  different  communes  affected  and  by  the  government. 
The  latter  has  distributed  $280,000  in  money,  seed,  and  rations. 
The  amounts  distributed  by  the  communes  and  by  private  benefac- 
tors are  not  even  approximately  known.  One  result  of  this  distress 
has  been  to  cause  an  exceptional  influx  of  the  poorer  Arabs  into  the 
towns  and  cities,  and  the  consequent  outbreak  of  typhus  in  the  cities 
on  or  near  the  coast;  but  the  resulting  mortality  has  not  been  large. 

The  total  exports  from  Algeria  in  1908  were  valued  at  $65,162,400, 
a  falling  off  rf  $2,535,200  from  the  previous  year.  This  resulted 
altogether  from  the  decrease  in  cereals,  most  of  the  other  items 
diowing  an  advance.  Imports  amounted  to  $92,111,400,  an  increase 
over  the  previous  year  of  $2,467,400. 
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The  receipts  in  the  post-office  service  were  again  larger  than  in  the 
preceding  year,  and  the  deficit  occasioned  by  the  reduction  of  postage 
IS  only  $4,500,  and  may  be  expected  to  disappear  in- the  course  of  the 
present  year.  The  importance  of  the  parcels-post  service  continues 
to  increase.  During  the  year  953,299  parcels  were  received,  amount- 
ing in  value  to  88,823,000  francs,  about  2,000,000,  francs  more  than 
in  1907.  There  were  sent  out  of  Algeria  291,729  parcels,  mostly  of 
fresh  fruit,  valued  at  2,144,000  francs. 

SHIPPING  AND  RAILWAY  STATISTICS — EXPORTS. 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  and  clearing  was  4,326,  and  the 
tonnage  4,635,044,  an  increase  over  1907  of  473,508  metric  tons 
(metnc  ton  =  2,204  pounds) .  The  amount  of  coal  used  for  ships 
was  much  greater  than  in  the  preceding  year,  and  the  value  of  the 
total  imports  of  coal  exceeded  that  of  1907  by  more  than  $200,000. 

The  receipts  from  passengers  on  the  Algerian  railway  lines  increased 
over  $320,000.  The  total  length  of  the  lines  open  for  traffic  is  over 
2,018  miles.  The  mileage  win  be  considerably  increased  during  the 
present  year,  as  many  branch  lines  are  nearly  completed. 

The  total  length  of  the  roads  belonging  to  the  colony  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  1,821  miles.  The  expenditure  on  these  hnes  for  upkeep 
and  repairs  was  more  than  $8,000,000.  This  does  not  inclucle  the 
roads  belonging  to  the  departments  or  to  the  communes,  over  which 
the  government  of  the  colony  has  only  a  right  of  control.  The  most 
interesting  of  these  is  the  coast  road  from  Algiers  to  Mostanagem, 
constructed  by  the  departments  of  Algiers  and  of  Oran.  The  Algiers 
ection  now  reaches  Tenes. 

The  exports  of  ore  were  about  the  same  as  those  of  the  preceding 
year.  Six  new  concessions  were  granted  during  the  year,  but  are 
not  practically  at  work  yet. 

The  results  of  the  direct  administration  by  the  colony  of  the  state 
forests  have  been  most  satisfactory.  Fires  have  been  reduced  to  a 
minimum,  and  the  sales  of  the  different  products  have  steadily 
increased  in  amount,  and  show  a  smaller  cost  of  working.  Cork  bark, 
cedar,  and  other  woods^  tan  bark,  and  reski  are  the  principal  products. 

Cereals  of  all  descnptions,  but  principally  hard  wheat,  suffered 
from  the  long  drought,  and  the  quantity  available  for  exportation 
was  only  about  one-half  that  of  the  preceding  year,  the  estimated 
value  or  the  exports  being  42,510,000  francs  (franc  =  19.3  cents) 
against  84,690,000  francs  in  1907,  a  falling  off  of  $8,400,000. 

The  crop  of  olives  was  a  complete  failing,  but  the  oil  of  the  previous 
crop  was  abundant,  and  the  value  of  the  exports  was  10,942,000 
francs,  five  times  that  of  1907. 

The  production  of  wine  was  about  one-tenth  less  than  in  1907. 
The  quality  was  good  and  prices  fairly  remunerative.  Stocks  appear 
to  be  somewhat  lower  than  last  year,  and  buyers  are  disposea  to 
operate  freely  at  reasonable  prices.  Grapes  were  exported  to  the 
amount  of  about  9,500  metric  tons,  a  large  increase  over  the  two 
preceding  years.  Artichokes  also  increased  in  quantity,  aggr^ating 
about  7,000  metric  tons.  The  exports  of  other  articles  were  snaaUer 
than  usual,  peas,  haricots,  and  tomatoes  having  been  more  or  less 
damaged  by  the  locusts. 

The  number  of  sheep  exported  in  1908  was  1,309,000,  against 
1,129,000  m  1907  and  1,043,000  in  1906.  The  value  of  sheep  eiq>orted 
in  1908  is  estimated  at  $6,900,000.  ^ 
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TRADE   WITH  THE   UNITED  STATES. 

The  total  exports  from  the  Algiers  consular  district  to  the  United 
States  amounted  to  only  $377,179,  or  not  much  more  than  half  the 
value  of  those  of  the  preceding  year.  The  principal  articles,  in  the 
order  of  their  importance,  were  corkwood,  tartar,  briar  wood,  vege- 
table hair,  and  goatskins. 

The  development  in  the  exportation  of  briar  wood  is  due  to  the 
action  of  an  American  house  in  taking  up  direct  concessions  for  the 
extraction  of  this  root,  and  preparing  it  for  shipment.  The  shipments 
of  this  firm  in  1909  promise  to  be  far  larger  tnan  in  1908. 

The  direct  imports  from  the  United  States  have  not  yet  been  valued. 
The  leading  articles  and  their  quantities  in  metric  tons  were  as 
follows:  Petroleum,  5,610  tons;  cotton-seed  oil,  3,140  tons;  machines 
and  tools^  1,176  tons;  leaf  tobacco,  485  tons;  wood,  370  tons. 

This  gives  only  an  approximate  idea  of  the  real  extent  of  the 
American  goods  imported  nere,  as  a  quantity  that  it  is  not  possible  to 
estimate  comes  by  way  of  France  and  other  European  countries,  and 
is  not  included  under  the  heading  of  American  imports. 

None  of  the  cotton-seed  oil  imported  here  is  employed  for  the 
adulteration  of  olive  oil  for  export.  The  bulk  of  it  goes  to  the  native 
population  either  mixed  with  olive  oil  or  pure.  It  is  not  uncommon, 
m  order  to  give  cotton-seed  oil  a  different  flavor,  to  store  it  in  skins 
that  have  previously  contained  olive  oil  of  the  coarser  descriptions. 
Adulteration  and  misbranding  are  closely  looked  after  in  Algena,  but 
their  control  in  the  interior  is  difficult. 

Although  the  market  for  woven  goods  is  almost  entirely  in  French 
hands,  it  seems  as  if  some  business  might  be  done  in  cotton  goods. 
Direct  importations  from  other  countries  average  about  $100,000 
annually,  and  probably  considerably  more  comes  from  French  houses. 
The  principal  article  seems  to  be  the  bandannas,  or  colored  cotton 
handkerchiefs,  which  the  natives  tie  round  their  fez  and  which  French 
manufacturers  do  not  appear  to  produce,  at  least  not  in  sufficient 
quantities  or  at  sufficiently  low  prices.  But  to  establish  a  trade  in 
such  articles,  or  in  any  article  not  already  the  object  of  a  regular 
trade,  such  as  farm  implements,  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
(juote  in  French  currency  for  c.  i.  f .  delivery  at  Algiers,  if  possible,  but 
in  any  case  at  a  French  port.  Correspondence  must  be  in  the  French 
language. 

DECLARED   EXPORTS   FROM   ALGIERS   TO   UNH'ED   STATES. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  Algiers  to  the  United  States 
during  1908  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Briar  wood 

Carpets 

Corkwood 

Curios 

Olue  stock 

Ooatskiiis 

Gib,  essential 

Pahn  trees 

Personal  effects 

Salted  gats 

18a77--C  «  190d— VOL  2 


Value. 


166,221 
776 

77,202 
159 
622 

53,160 
347 
463 
182 
056 


Articles. 


Sardines,  salted. 

Soap  stock 

Tapestry 

Tartar 

Wine 


Total 

Returned  American  goods... 


Value. 


1330 

2,049 

165 

65,663 

1,391 


268,475 
37,833 


Grand  total 306,308 
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The  reason  given  for  returning  American  goods  was  that  the  goods 
were  not  as  represented. 

Consular  A^ent  Geoi^e  S.  Burgess  at  Bone,  Algeria,  reports  declared 
exports  to  the  United  States  as  follows:  Corkwood,  $15,679;  and 
capers,  $1,406. 

ORAX  AOKNCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  A.  H.  Elpord. 

The  province  of  Oran  is  essentially  agricultural.  It  is  only  partially 
cultivated,  but  the  yearly  extension  of  agriculture  explains  tne  increas- 
ing prosperity  of  the  country,  even  when  crops  happen  to  be  poor. 
The  chief  products  are  cereals,  wine,  early  fruit,  vegetables,  esparto 
grass,  curled  fiber,  bark,  and  minerals. 

The  cereal  crop  was  a  poor  one,  but  prices  were  high,  and  agricul- 
turists had  no  reason  to  complain.  Vines  have  again  oeen  a  cause  of 
deception  to  growers.  The  production  was  small,  quality  indiflFerent, 
and  prices  low.  A  number  of  growers  have  been  abandoning  the  vine 
for  other  cultures.  The  oUve  crop  was  an  utter  failure;  however,  for 
1909  it  promises  well.  Most  of  the  olive  oil  is  shipped  to  the  coast  of 
Brittany  in  France  for  the  sardine  trade,  and  tne  rest  is  consumed 
here. 

For  many  years  the  province  of  Oran  has  regularly  exported  almost 
all  its  production  in  skins  to  the  United  States.  After  the  financial 
crisis  prices  fell  almost  50  per  cent,  and  business  came  to  a  standstill. 
Stocks  in  store  deteriorated  and  after  some  time  were  bought  by 
French,  English,  and  German  firms.  In  1908  a  few  orders  were 
received  from  tne  United  States,  which  indicate  that  business  wiU 
again  become  brisk,  although  prices  are  still  very  low.  American 
buyers  as  a  rule  ask  for  the  superior  quality  of  skins.  They  ought  to 
buy  from  May  to  the  end  of  December,  for  during  that  period  skins 
are  in  their  best  condition  and  likely  to  give  satisfaction.  From 
January  to  May  they  are  of  inferior  quaUty,  and  the  result  is  some- 
times disastrous  to  those  who  are  not  aware  of  this  when  passing 
their  orders. 

EXPORTS   OF   ESPARTO,  CORKWOOD,  AND  KIESELOUHR — IMPORTS. 

In  1907  about  90,000  tons  of  esparto  were  shipped,  mostly  to  the 
United  Kinigdom,  but  it  must  be  taken  into  account  that  it  was  an 
exceptional^  good  year.  In  1908  the  normal  quantity  was  shipped, 
about  75,000  tons.  A  trial  shipment  of  100  tons  was  made  to  the 
United  States  in  1907,  but  prices  here  were  at  that  time  very  high. 
There  is  reason  to  beUeve  that  in  1909  further  shipments  will  be  made, 
as  prices  have  fallen. 

A  decided  decrease  in  the  exportation  of  cx)rkwood,  amounting  to 
almost  30  per  cent,  occurred  in  1908.  Shipments  are  made  to  Bel- 
gium and  Austria.  Quantities  of  kieselguhr  have  been  discovered  in 
this  province,  and  sample  parcels  have  already  been  shipped  to  the 
United  States,  United  Kingdom,  Belgium,  and  Netherlands.  It  is 
composed  of  the  following  matters:  Carbonate  of  calcium,  about 
30.84  per  cent;  carbonate  of  ma^esia,  about  12.38  per  cent;  infusorial 
siUca,  about  56.78  per  cent.  It  is  a  kind  of  *  'white  tripoli, "  which  was 
formerly  used  in  the  glass  and  china  manufactories.    It  is  now  used  for 
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the  following:  For  dynamite  as  an  inert  matter  which  absorbs  the 
nitroglycerine;  in  the  fabrication  of  silicate  of  potash  and  enamel; 
for  polishing,  sharpening,  and  cleaning:  for  seahii^  wax  as  an  inert 
matter;  in  the  fabrication  of  very  light  bricks  and  as  mortar  for  free- 
stone; as  an  insulator  in  ice  houses,  safes,  powder  magazines,  etc., 
being  a  nonconductor  of  heat;  in  the  manufacture  of  bouer  covering. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  into  Oran  during  1908  included 
the  following:  Agricultural  machinery,  467  tons,  an  increase  of  84 
tons  over  1907;  cotton-seed  oil,  1,687  tons,  an  increase  of  1,048  tons; 
petroleum,  351  tons,  a  decrease  of  202  tons;  salt  pork,  etc.,  52  tons; 
tobacco,  125  tons,  an  increase  of  2  tons;  wood,  timber,  etc.,  1,398  tons, 
an  increase  of  892  tons;  other  articles,  69  tons. 

During  1908  exports  of  skins  to  the  United  States  amounted  to 
$22,458;  tobacco,  $1,062;  corkwood,  $3,564;  vegetable  fiber,  $46,302 ; 
marble,  $10,719;  total,  $83,105. 

TUNIS  AGKNCY. 

By  CoNsuLAB  Agent  Auouste  J.  Proux. 

The  foreign  trade  of  the  regency  of  Tunis  during  1908  amounted  to 
$41,927,000,  the  imports  being  valued  at  $23,760,000  and  the  exports 
at  $18,177,000.  This  wos  an  mcrease  of  $3,960,000  in  imports  and  a 
decrease  of  $2,023^000  in  exports,  as  compared  with  1907. 

Owing  to  the  failure  of  crops  the  year  was  one  of  great  depression, 
especially  during  the  second  part.  The  depression  extended  into  the 
first  part  of  1909  and  only  a  good  harvest  can  reestablish  prosperity. 
Trade  suffered  severely  owing  to  the  reduction  in  purchases  bv  the 
natives,  and  bankruptcies  were  more  frequent  than  usual.  Fortu- 
nately this  country  enjoys  the  benefit  or  a  comparatively  stroujg 
banking  organization,  and  the  support  given  by  these  banks  to  their 
customers  saved  commerce  from  greater  disaster. 

DISTBIBUTION   OF  TRADE. 

In  the  followiilg  table  is  given,  in  round  numbers,  the  value  of  the 
imports  into  and  exports  from  Tunis,  by  countries,  during  1908: 


Country. 


United  States... 

Algeria 

Anstria-Hongary 

Belgium 

BraxU 

British  India.... 

Bulgaria 

China 

gopt 

France 

Oermany 

Greece 

Italy 

Jqpan 


Imports. 


1417,000 

3,168,000 

322.000 

820,000 

160,000 

57,000 

8,000 

41,000 

56,000 

13,279,000 

688,000 

63,000 

1,210,000 

11,000 


Exports. 


926,000 

806,000 

96,000 

1,000,000 


5,000 
20,000 


379,000 
8,136,000 

457,000 

59,000 

3,723,000 

132,000 


Country. 


Malta 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Portugal 

Roumanla 

Russia 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Turkey  and  Tripoli, 
United  Kingdom... 
All  other  countries. 

Total 


Imports. 


S64,000 
77,000 
33,000 
7,000 
103,000 
146,000 
117,000 
144,000 
427,000 
349,000 
,023,000 
51,000 


1, 
23,750,000 


Exports. 


S420,000 
232,000 
79,000 
75,000 
1,000 
20,000 
185,000 
60,000 


140,000 

2,005,000 

20,00Q 


18,177,000 
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COMMEBCIAL  BELATIONS. 


In  the  following  statement  is  given  the  value  of  the  principal  articles 
of  import  into  and  export  from  Tunis  during  1908: 


Articles. 


IMPOSTS. 

Cattle 

Chemicals. 

Coal 

Drinkables 

Farinaceous  foods 

Fruits  and  seeds 

Groceries 

Meat  and  meat  products 

Metals,  and  manuftkctures  of: 

Metals 

Manufactures 

oils  and  vegetable  extracts.. 

Sugar 

Textiles 

Thread 

Timber 

KXPOBTS. 

Breadstufls: 

Barley 

Flour 


Value. 


ArUcles. 


Value. 


$660,000 

217,000 
834.000 
391,000 
4,153,000 
245,000 
706,000 
700,000 

1,288,000 
3,980,000 
328,000 
681,000 
2,687,000 
372,000 
604,000 


146,000 
19,000 


KXPOBTS— continued. 

BreadstolTs— Continued. 

Oats 

Wheat 

Cattle 

Fish 

Foots  and  foots  oil 

Hides 

Lead 

Oil,oUve 

Ore: 

Copper 

Iron 

Phorohate 

Skins: 

Goat 

Sheep 

Soap 

iSST:::::::::::::;:::;:;;:: 


8825,000 
220,000 
028,000 
666,000 

279,000 

84,000 

814,000 

2,700,000 

30,000 

215,000 

6,117,000 

79,000 
171,000 
146,000 
348,000 
8(b,000 


CROPS — MINING — RAILWAYS. 

The  crops  of  wheat,  barley,  and  oats  failed  partly.  The  ex|>ort  of 
these  products  fell  from  $5,430,000  in  1907  to  $1,191,000  m  1908. 
The  imports  of  farinaceous  foods  rose  from  $1,912,000  in  1907  to 
$4,153,000  in  1908,  and  the  imports  of  oil  and  vegetable  extracts  in- 
creased from  $80,000  to  $328,000.  The  production  of  olive  oil  fell 
below  the  local  requirements,  and  the  pnce  rose  to  $35.50  per  100 
kilos  (kilo  =  2.2  pounds),  the  average  price  being  $16.80  per  100  kilos 
and  the  lowest  price  $12.40.  The  prospects  for  the  next  harvest  are 
fair. 

Notwithstanding  the  almost  prohibitive  duty  and  local  tax  on  cot- 
ton-seed oil  some  quantities  were  imported.  The  wholesale  price,  all 
dues  paid,  was  about  $14.55  per  hundredweight.  The  customs  dues 
and  local  tax  amoimt  to  $8  per  hundredweight.  Most  of  the  im- 
ported oil  was  of  American  origin,  but  the  quantities  imported  by 
British  firms  are  recorded  as  British  produce. 

An  increase  in  the  production  from  mines  has  induced  French  capi- 
talists to  provide  for  the  local  treatment  of  minerds.  A  lead  plant 
is  now  bemg  erected  near  the  city  of  Tunis.  Iron  works,  notwith- 
standing the  fair  treatment  they  receive  from  the  Government  in  the 
matter  of  contracts,  do  not  seem  to  prosper  as  much  as  was  exj>ected. 
Several  concerns  are  seriously  affected  oy  the  present  low  prices  in 
the  world's  market.  Tunisian  phosphate,  although  of  a  lower  grade, 
competes  with  Floridian  in  many  places.  Exports  in  1908  were 
valued  at  $6,117,000  against  $5,100,000  for  the  previous  year 

The  programme  of  railway  extension  drawn  up  two  years  a^o  is  being 
followed  out.  Within  the  next  two  or  three  years  200  miles  of  raiP 
way  lines  will  have  been  added  to  those  now  in  use.  In  1908  an  elec- 
tric railway  was  successfully  carried  across  the  lake  of  Tunis  seaward. 
The  line  lies  on  a  muddy  embankment.  Columns  of  concrete  sunk  to 
firm  ground  far  below  the  level  support  the  weight  of  the  line.  The 
project  had  been  criticised,  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  finding  a  firm 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFRICA:  FRENCH  AFRICA. 


805 


foundation,  but  the  problem  seems  to  have  been  satisfactorily  solved. 
The  line  has  been  opened  for  several  months  without  any  interruption 
in  the  service.  The  distance  covered  across  the  lake  is  7  miles;  the 
entire  distance  is  10  miles. 


TRADE   WITH   THE   UNITED   STATES. 


The  imports  from  the  United  States  into  Tunis  in  1908  amounted 
to  $417,000  against  $595,000  in  1907,  and  $577,000  in  1906.  In  the 
following  table  is  given  the  value  of  the  articles  imported  during  1908: 


Articles. 

Value. 

$88,000 
3,000 
7,000 
8,000 
9,000 

8,000 
14,000 
60.000 

;                            Articles. 

Value. 

Machtoery: 

Agricultural 

Provisions: 

Lard 

$19,000 

Dynamos 

Pork 

Timber 

Tobacco 

All  other  articles 

25,000 

Sewing  mm^h|nA,<| .      . 

40,000 

Tools,  etc 

104,000 

Metals,  manufactures  of 

33,000 

Oib: 

Cotton-seed 

ToUl 

417,000 

Mineral 

Petroleum 

According  to  Tunisian  figures  the  exports  to  the  United  States  dur- 
ing 1908  amounted  in  value  to  $26,000  against  $21,000  in  1907.  The 
exports  in  1908  consisted  of  the  following  articles:  Foots  oil,  $15,000; 
olive  oil,  $2,000;  sponges,  $1,000;  snails,  $2,000;  hides,  $2,000;  other 
articles,  $4,000.  The  value  of  the  articles  declared  for  export  to  the 
United  States  at  this  agency,  however,  amounted  to  $8,142,  including 
returned  American  goods  valued  at  $258.  The  articles  and  their 
value  were:  Foots  oil,  $658;  olive  oil,  $1,334;  orange  flower  water, 
$1,087;  oriental  fancy  goods,  $1,492;  sheepskins.  $3,312. 

Among  articles  that  the  United  States  should  furnish  for  this  mar- 
ket are  agricultural  machinery,  locomotives,  railway  cars  and  appli- 
ances, hardware  and  other  metallic  articles,  concrete  machinery,  pre- 
serves of  all  kinds,  typewriters,  sewing  machines,  wire  fencing,  and 
shoes. 
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MADAGASCAR. 

By  Consul  Jambs  G.  Castbb,  Tamatats. 

The  total  foreign  commerce  of  Madagascar  for  1908  was  valued  at 
$10,278,748  against  $10,150,523  for  1907.  The  imports  in  1908 
amounted  to  $5,822,201  against  $4,887,389  in  1907^  and  the  exports 
$4,466,547  and  $5,263,134,  respectively.  The  foUowmg  table  gives  the 
the  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported  into 'Madagascar  during 
1907  and  1908: 


Articles. 


Anns  and  aramtinition . . . 

Bee/  and  pork,  salted 

Candles 

Chemioalfl 

Clothing 

Coal 

Coffee 

Cotton  fabrics 

Floor 

Household  atensils , 

Fruits  and  seeds 

Glassware , 

Ironmongery , 

Leather,  manufactures  of. 
Linen  and  hemp  fabrics. . 

Medicines 

Metals: 

ManufBMitured 

AU  other 

Milk,  condensed 

Oil,oUve 

Paints 


1907. 

1006. 

$13,540 

$20,606 

20,724 

24,385 

20,029 

80.286 

71,213 

00,087 

35,365 

36,413 

87,018 

107,243 

12,879 

34,678 

1,826,225 

2,166,403 

ni,66G 

170,519 

65,806 

64,047 

16,481 

16,806 

16,580 

15,272 

60,400 

00,021 

51,154 

72,207 

61,184 

41.102 

12,352 

30,011 

200.528 

322.778 

126,281 

172.860 

28,524 

88,063 

17.256 

22,706 

10,611 

22,626 

Articles. 


Paper  and  appliances 

Petroleom 

Potatoes 

Sirups  and  sweetmeats 

Spirits,  wines,  and  malt 

llquofB 

stone,  marble,  etc 

Straw  goods 

Sugar 

Thread 

Tobacco 

Tools 

Toys,  etc 

UmbreUas 

Vegetables,  canned   and 

*led 

Wood,  and  manufMtures 

of 

Woolen  goods 

All  other  articles 

Total 


187,110 
61,354 
24.008 
21,646 

500,406 
212,500 
27,067 
75.057 
52,031 
41,290 
40,040 
65.019 
25,000 


5,822,901 


The  greatest  increases  in  imports  during  1908  were  as  follows :  Cotton 
fabrics,  $340^178;  manufactun^d  metals,  $113,225;  stone,  marble,  etc^ 
$91,662;  divers  compositions,  $61,652;  flour,  $58,953;  unmanufac- 
tured metals,  $46,588;  ironmongery,  $29,522;  chemicals,  $28,774; 
coffee,  $21,799;  leather  manufactures,  $21,053;  coal,  $20,225;  medi- 
cines, $18,559;  wood  and  manufactures  of,  $47,157;  thread,  $13,554; 
sugar,  $10,969.  -The  increased  imports  of  building  material  in  vari- 
ous forms  show  the  impetus  given  to  construction  work  in  the  colony. 
The  manufactured  and  unmanufactured  metals,  stone,  marble,  earths, 
etc.,  represent  largely  rails,  cement,  and  other  materials  for  the  gov- 
ernment's railroad  from  Tananarivo  to  the  East  Coast,  now  in  con- 
struction, and  the  building  of  a  waterworks  system  at  Majun^. 
Included  in  manufactured  metals  was  also  $24,522  worth  of  mimng 
machinery  of  which  none  was  imported  in  1907. 

The  articles  of  import  showing  greatest  decreases  were  claret  wine, 
showing  a  loss  of  $26,825;  brandies  and  rum,  $23,698;  linen  and  hemp 
fabrics,  $20,082;  boats,  $15,496;  cutlerv,  $11,783;  petroleum,  $11,783; 
beer,  $6,678;  tobacco,  $5,084;  toys  and  trifles,  $4,985;  locks,  $4,046. 

DECBEASE   IN  EXPORTS. 

The  exports  from  Madagascar  in  1908  were  valued  at  $4,456,547. 
against  $5,263,134  for  1907.  The  following  table  shows  the  principal 
articles  exported  during  1907  and  1908. 
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Articles. 

1907. 

1906. 

1 

1                 ArUdes. 

1907. 

1906. 

Bark 

8128,864 

187,371 

19,848 

16,470 

49,047 

310,874 

1,540.539 

101.702 

1,102,024 

227,104 

$64,214 

241,034 

38,941 

28,545 

81,249 

351.121 

1,823,216 

127,315 

618,180 

146,132 

Rice 

870,939 
1,011,828 
14,999 
30,006 
192,402 
143,111 
116,006 

8157,752 

Beeswax 

Rubber....             .... 

243.320 

Cloves 

Tlmlwr. 

18.396 

Coffee ^ 

Shell,  tortoise 

26.309 

Ebony 

Vanilla 

Vegetables,  dried . . 

201.486 
168.696 

Fiber,  rafflA 

Gold  dust 

All  other  articles 

120,689 

Hats   .. 

Total 

Hides 

5,263,134 

4,456,547 

Oxen 

There  was  a  decrease  in  1908  of  $768,508  in  the  exports  of  rubber, 
$483,844  in  hides,  $64,650  in  bark,  $80^972  in  oxen,  and  an  increase 
of  $282,677  in  gold  dust,  $86,813  in  nee,  $53,663  in  beeswax,  and 
$40,247  in  fiber. 

Of  the  total  foreign  trade  of  Madagascar,  amounting  to  $10,278,  748, 
France  held  $8,327,518.  The  direct  imports  into  and  exports  from 
Madagascar,  by  countries,  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

82.586 

48,268 

3,257,805 

171,789 

648,586 

Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

United  States 

835,265 

39.596 

5.070,213 

174,803 
61,140 

United  Kingdom 

8158,886 
175.080 
107,218 

$129,892 

East  Coast  of  Africa 

176  682 

Franoe , .   . 

All  other  countries 

Total 

!a.wi 

French  colonies. 

Oermany . .  ^  .    . 

5,822,201 

4,456,547 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  foregoing  values  represent  goods  that 
have  been  imported  from  and  exported  to  the  various  countries,  and 
not  imports  originated  and  exports  consumed  in  the  countries  desig- 
nated. While  France  and  her  colonies  have  been  credited  with  hav- 
ing sent  approximately  90  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  into  Mada- 
gascar during  1908,  it  can  not  be  said  that  that  proportion  of  the 
trade  represents  French  goods  or  has  been  controlled  by  France  and 
her  colonies.  The  figures  represent,  to  a  certain  extent,  goods  from 
the  United  Kingdom.  Germany,  and  other  European  countries  and 
America,  whose  estaolished  houses  and  agencies  in  France  export 
merchandise  to  Madagascar.  According  to  figures  furnished  this 
office  by  the  customs  authorities,  the  actual  value  of  goods  ori^nating 
in  France  and  her  colonies  and  imported  into  Madagascar  dunng  1908 
was  $4,972,908.  The  imports  of  British  origin  in  1 908  were  valued  at 
$267^971 ;  British  colonial,  $128,055;  Norwegian  and  Swedish,  $61,839; 
German,  $60,858;  United  States,  $50,180;  and  East  African  Coast, 
$11,536. 

TRADE   WITH   THE   UNITED  STATES. 

The  total  value  of  imports  into  Madagascar  from  the  United  States 
during  1908  was  $50,180,  against  $42,515  for  1907.  Of  the  imports 
in  1908,  $35,265  came  direct  and  $14,915  through  other  countries. 
The  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported  was  as  roUows:  Petroleum, 
$37,429;  manufactureo,  metals,  $4,364;  cotton  fabrics,  $3,398;  lard, 
$1,154;  and  sewing  machines,  $1,325.    The  total  exports  from  Mada- 

fascar  to  the  United  States  amounted  to  $2,536,  the  principal  article 
eing  fiber. 
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The  total  value  of  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  for  1908 
was  $1,576,  against  $4,266  for  1907,  the  article  exported  being  raffia. 

Although  the  value  of  imports  from  the  United  States  into  Mada- 
gascar increased  from  $22,119  in  1905  to  $50,180  in  1908,  this  does 
not  represent  any  continued  organized  growth  of  American  ship- 
ments mto  the  colony.  The  increase  represents  mostly  trial  orders 
that  have  been  solicited  through  correspondence,  and  such  other 
American  articles  as  because  of  their  peculiar  fitness  have  necessarily 
been  imported  in  spite  of  the  high  customs  tariflF,  the  inadequate 
freight  facihties,  ana  lack  of  Amencan  commercial  representation  in 
the  colony. 

The  paucity  of  exports  from  Madagascar  is  due  largely  to  the  lack 
of  commercial  representation  in  the  colony,  but  it  is  l^lieved  that  as 
the  American  importer  continues  to  appreciate  the  importance  of 
purchasing  Madagascar  rubber,  vanilla,  raffia,  hides,  beans,  rabannas, 
etc.,  in  the  local  market,  rather  than  from  French  and  other  European 
markets,  shipments  to  tne  United  States  will  be  greatly  increased. 

AGRICULTURE — PUBLIC   WORKS — MINING. 

The  increased  exportation  of  such  articles  as  cacao,  coflfee,  "cape 
beans,'*  vanilla,  rice,  cloves,  etc.,  together  with  what  appears  to  be  a 
more  vigorous  campaign  on  the  part  of  the  colony,  through  its  service 
of  colonization,  to  put  into  use  all  classes  of  soil  suitable  for  agricul- 
ture, are  indications  of  a  larger  agricultural  future  for  Madagascar. 
Drainage  and  irrigation,  which  heretofore  have  received  little  or  no 
attention,  are  being  practically  imdertaken,  forest  reserves  are  being 
made,  natives  are  oeing  urged  to  plant  more  rice,  renewed  and 
increased  impetus  is  being  given  to  silk  culture,  and  ostrich  breeding 
is  being  encouraged. 

Practically  all  of  the  colony's  public  work  is  done  by  contract,  the 
total  amount  in  1908  being  $772,000.  The  only  undertakings  of  note 
during  1908  were  the  installation  of  a  waterworks  system  by  the 
municipaUty  at  Mojanga,  and  the  extension  of  the  colony's  railroad 
from  Anjiro  to  Tananarive,  a  distance  of  49  miles.  This  extension 
makes  a  complete  link  of  161 J  miles  between  Tananarivo  and  Bricka- 
ville.  Tamatave  is  92  miles  from  Brickaville,  and  the  service  between 
the  two  places  is  effected  bv  a  railroad  from  the  former  place  to 
Ivondroo  and  the  remainder  by  water. 

The  chief  interest  in  gold  mining  in  Madagascar  has  for  some  time 
been  centered  in  the  environs  of  Diego  Suarez,  in  the  northeastern 
extremity  of  the  island,  where  the  output  has  proven  very  satisfactory 
to  the  few  prospectors  who  have  control  of  the  small  area  of  land  said 
to  contain  the  precious  metal. 

For  many  years  it  has  been  claimed  that  petroleum  oil  deposits 
existed  on  tne  west  coast  of  Madagascar,  but  it  was  not  until  tlie  latter 
part  of  1908  that  any  practical  recognition  was  given  to  such  claims. 
The  concession  now  being  worked  contains  afout  30,000  hectares 
(hectare » 2.47  acres),  situated  near  the  west  coast  of  the  island, 
about  118  miles  from  Tananarivo,  the  capital.  This  office  has  been 
informed  by  the  parties  interested  that  40  tons  of  prospecting  mactdn- 
ery  have  been  ordered  from  the  United  States.  The  concession 
holder  is  an  American  and,  it  is  imderstood,  has  interested  South 
African  and  American  capital  in  the  undertakmg. 
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S  During  the  past  three  years  concessions  have  been  granted  for  the 
fhtingTby  electricity  or  Tananarivo,  Tamatave,  Diego  Suarez,  and 
ojanga.  At  Tananarivo  poles  for  the  electric  wires  are  being  scat- 
tered about  the  streets,  and  electric  lights  will  be  installed  throughout 
the  town  by  the  last  of  December.  At  Tamatave  an  electric  plant 
has  already  been  partly  established.  Work  will  be  pushed  rapidly, 
and  it  is  expected  that  electric  lights  will  be  installed  throughout  the 
city  by  January  1,  1909.  It  is  provided  in  the  concession  that  all 
the  material  to  be  used  in  the  plant  shall  be  of  French  make. 

REUNION, 

By  Consul  James  G.  Carter,  Tamatave,  Madagascar. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  Reunion  for  1908  was  valued  at 
$5,209,398,  against  $5,494,300  in  the  previous  year,  a  decrease  of 
$284,902.  The  imports  were  valued  at  $2,279,837  and  the  exports 
$2,929,561  in  1908,  while  for  1907  their  value  was  $2,796,761  and 
$2,697,540,  respectivelv. 

The  export  figures  tor  1908  were  the  largest  for  any  year  during 
the  past  nve,  wnile  those  for  imports  were  the  smallest  for  the  same 
period,  except  in  1906. 

France  controls  the  bulk  of  the  trade,  its  share  amounting  to 
$4,061,345  in  1908,  against  $4,062,889  in  1907;  French  colonies, 
$702,720  and  $973,887;  and  all  other  countries,  $445,333  and  $457,530, 
respectiveljr,  for  the  two  years.  Of  the  imports  in  1908,  France 
shipped  articles  valued  at  $1,345,771;  French  colonies,  $638,206;  and 
all  other  countries,  $295,860.  Of  the  exports  during  the  year,  France 
took  articles  worth  $2,725,673;  French  colonies,  $64,514;  and  all 
other  countries^  $139,374. 

The  imports  mto  Reunion  from  the  United  States  during  1908  were 
valued  at  $25,628,  as  compared  with  $50,905  and  $53,997,  respec- 
tively, for  1907  and  1906.  The  imports  in  1908  consisted  of  flour 
worth  $420  and  petroleum  $25,208,  while  in  1907  the  articles  were 
canned  meats  and  lard  worth  $4,281,  flour  $6,242,  and  petroleum 
$40,381.     There  are  practically  no  shipments  to  the  Unitea  States, 

LIBERIA 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Consul-General  Ernest  Lyon,  Monrovia. 

Liberia  experienced  a  marked  business  depression  during  1908, 
The  chief  causes  contributing  to  this  were  the  internal  political  con- 
ditions, the  chronic  embarrassment  of  the  public  treasury,  the  new 
law  effecting  the  hire  of  Kroo  "boys"  for  coastwise  service,  the  fall  in 
the  price  of  piassava,  and  the  suspense  growing  out  of  international 
relations.  These  combined  in  producing  uncertainty  and  consequent 
depression  in  commercial  circles.  Conditions,  however,  have  bright- 
ened up  considerably  during  the  first  part  of  1909  and  merchants  are 
hopeful  of  the  future. 

The  advent  of  the  Liberian  Development  Company  brought  money 
into  th6  countiT  as  the  result  of  the  1906  loan  of  $480,000,  and  the 
amortization  of  Liberian  paper  currency  placed  the  money  in  the 
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hands  of  the  people,  where  it  could  be  used  independent  of  local  linu- 
tations  hitherto  existing.  This  new  condition  without  doubt  aided 
imports  and  swelled  the  customs  revenue  to  an  extent  never  before 
known.  This  increase,  coming  as  it  did,  was  charged  to  reform  in 
the  customs  department  under  the  new  management,  but  it  is  clear 
from  subsequent  development  that  this  advance,  so  noticeable  in  1907, 
could  not  be  attributed  to  that  source,  for  with  the  waning  of  the 
loan  fund  in  the  company's  treasury  came  also  the  waning  in  the 
customs  receipts  due  to  a  drop  in  the  value  of  imports. 

NEW   OBDEB  GOVEBNINQ   DfPOBTS. 

A  new  order  governing  imports  has  arisen  from  the  establishment 
at  Monrovia  of  a  branch  of  tne  Bank  of  British  West  Africa.  Prior 
to  this  imports  were  sent  direct  to  importers,  who  remitted  after  the 
goods  were  disposed  of.  According  to  this  arrangement,  all  that  was 
necessary  on  the  arrival  of  imports  was  to  pay  the  customs  duties 
and  release  the  goods,  thus  giving  the  importer  a  chance  to  turn  over 
before  remittance  in  either  cash  or  produce. 

With  the  advent  of  the  bank  has  come,  however,  a  change  in  this 
order.  The  invoice  of  the  importer  with  a  sight  draft  attached  is 
now  sent  to  the  bank  for  collection  before  .goods  are  released.  The 
importer  under  this  new  arrangement  is  therefore  compelled  not  only 
to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  customs  department  before  he  can  touch 
his  goods,  but  also  to  satisfy  the  face  value  of  the  draft  held  agamst 
him  by  the  bank.  At  first  this  was  somewhat  confusing  to  Liberian 
importers  of  local  reputation,  because  no  notice  was  given  them 
beforehand  of  this  radical  change,  and  the  result  was  depressing. 
Although  his  local  credit  may  be  ^ood,  and  he  may  also  have  ampk 
securities  on  the  ground,  nevertheless,  if  he  can  not  command  reuef 
from  private  sources  there  is  no  institution,  banking  or  otherwise, 
that  will  advance  the  cash  to  release  his  goods.  Under  such  circum- 
stances it  is  impossible  for  business  to  maintain  a  healthy  equilibrium. 

LIBEBIAN   INDUSTBIES — AQBICULTUBAL  OUTLOOK. 

Liberian  industries  are  confined  to  agricultural  spheres,  the  pro- 
duction of  coffee,  palm  oil,  and  piassava.  There  are  no  permanent 
industries  in  the  mechanical  or  other  economic  arts,  such  as  milling, 
sash,  window,  door,  or  planing  factories,  although  there  are  abundant 
opportunities  for  tne  foimding  and  development  of  such  Industrie. 
There  are  no  enterprises  in  fruit  cultivation,  in  tanning,  or  in  canning 
factories,  although  the  coimtry  abounds  in  unlimited  advantages 
for  the  success  of  these.  The  climate  itself  is  particularlv  favoraole 
to  growing  fruits,  many  of  which,  such  as  the  pineapple  ancl  the  guava, 
are  indigenous  to  the  soil.  The  sugar  cane  grows  luxuriantly  and  so 
do  the  orange  and  the  banana,  the  stubble  of  the  cane  lasting  from 
three  to  five  years.  The  orange  is  usually  luscious  and  juicy,  and 
the  banana  surpasses  anything  that  is  sent  from  the  Canary  Mands 
to  the  English  markets.  There  are  also  decided  advantages  to  this 
trade  from  the  recently  increased  water  communication  between  the 
mark^ets  of  England  and  Europe,  which  should  serve  as  a  stimulus  to 
fruit  cultivation.  It  can  not  oe  doubted  that  if  there  were  enough 
of  these  products  to  justify  an  experiment  in  exportation  the  steam- 
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ship  company  would  be  willing  to  make  the  necessary  provisions  for 
rapid  transit. 

Considerable  effort  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  to  revive 
interest  in  agriculture.  The  appointment  of  an  agricultural  bureau, 
the  organization  of  farmers'  alliances  throughout  the  Republic,  ana 
the  holding  of  county  fairs  have  contributed  much  in  this  direction. 
Notwithstanding  these  new  features,  it  can  not  now  be  said  that  the 
agricultural  possibilities  of  the  district  are  bright  and  encouraging. 
The  country  can  hope  for  no  better  condition  imtil  the  organization 
of  permanent  industries  along  the  lines  already  indicated.  Capital 
is  needed  to  stimulate  this.  The  presence  of  a  bank  that  could 
^arantee  to  the  merchants  and  farmers  small  loans  upon  good  secu- 
rity in  order  to  aid  them  in  the  nick  of  time  would  supply  a  long-felt 
need.  The  coimtry  is  rich  and  the  soil  productive.  Tne  other  great 
need  along  with  capital  is  the  appUcation  of  modem  and  improved 
methods  in  farming. 

LABOR  CONDITIONS. 

Agricultural  endeavors  in  Liberia  are  absolutely  dependent  on 
manual  labor.  No  machinery  is  used  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
and  the  plow  and  the  mule  are  unknown.  The  methods  in  voeue  are 
crude  and  primitive,  the  chief  implements  being  the  hoe  and  tne  cut- 
lass. This  condition  renders  manual  labor  imperative,  and  the 
native  becomes  an  important  factor  in  the  solution  of  all  problems  of 
labor. 

The  native  must  contribute  a  certain  portion  of  his  time  and  labor 
to  the  cultivation  of  his  own  farm,  and  he  allows  no  contingency  to 
cheat  him  out  of  this  traditional  interest.  It  so  happens  that  the 
time  he  must  give  to  the  cultivation  of  his  own  crop  is  the  time  that 
the  farmers  need  him  for  the  same  purpose.  Under  this  arrange- 
ment the  farmer  suffers  imless  he  has  his  own  *'  boys. "  Another  dim- 
culty  arises  from  the  new  demands  on  native  labor  for  coastwise 
service  on  board  the  merchant  vessels  plying  up  and  down  the  West 
Coast  from  Cape  Mount  to  Togoland.  Ordinary  farm  labor  is  paid 
$2.50  to  $3  per  month, with  rations.  Labor  on  coastwise  vessels  is 
paid  $7.50  to  $11.28,  with  rations.  Unless  the  farmer  can  compete 
with  this  new  condition  he  is  at  a  disadvantage.  Added  to  this  is  the 
important  fact  that  the  marine  service  demands  the  native^s  labor 
when  his  own  farm  does  not,  so  that  he  can  easily  and  profitably 
make  the  trip  and  return  in  ample  time  to  supply  the  demands  of 
his  own  local  needs.  Efforts  have  repeatedly  been  made  to  regulate 
this  condition  by  legislative  enactment.  Ainong  the  present  legis- 
lative restrictions  is  a  per  capita  tax  of  $1  on  all  "boys''  shipped  out 
of  the  country,  payable  by  tne  shipper.  Last  year  one  firm  paid  into 
the  treasury  for  this  purpose  $15,000.  Another  law  is  a  direct  head 
tax  of  $4  on  labor  shipped  beyond  the  limits  of  the  RepubUc  for  the 
period  of  a  year  or  more. 

NEED  OF  BETTEB  BOADS  TO  INTERIOR — MINING. 

The  most  pressing  demand  to-day  in  Liberia  is  good  roads  to  and 
from  the  interior.  The  coimtry  is  still  dependent  upon  the  native 
footpath  for  travel  any  distance  into  the  interior  and  upon  human 
porterage   for   transportation   of   every   kind.     This   slow  method 
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through  labyrinthine  paths  and  subject  to  all  kinds  of  bush  contin- 
gencies is  subversive  of  commercial  development. 

Manv  hoped  that  the  Libeiian  Development  Company  would  have 
been  able  to  carry  out  its  agreement  and  thus  furnish  one  good  road 
at  least,  running  some  distance  into  the  interior,  for  commercial  and 
other  purposes;  but  it  failed  after  the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum  of 
money  on  a  road  and  experiments  in  transportation  by  automobile 
carriages.  The  road  itself  extends  about  12  miles  from  the  river 
front,  the  base  of  the  company's  operation,  and  this  distance,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  miles,  passes  through  the  civilized  settlements 
along  the  route  and  does  not  penetrate  into  the  interior. 

The  Republic,  according  to  expert  testimony,  is  rich  in  mineral 
products,  but  apart  from  the  operations  of  the  Union  Mining  Com- 

Sany,  which  has  since  become  a  part  of  the  Liberian  Development 
ompany,  no  serious  effort  has  been  made  to  develop  these  resources. 
Gold  in  small  quantities  from  the  alluvial  deposits  has  been  taken 
by  private  individuals  from  the  streams  and  freshets,  and  these  indi- 
viduals declare,  upon  what  they  call  definite  proofs,  that  there  are 
reefs  within  the  area  only  waiting  for  capital  to  develop  them  into 
paying  enterprises.  Iron  ore  in  tu)undance  and  mica  in  lai]ge  quan- 
tities are  distributed  all  over  the  district  and  especially  in  Mont- 
serrado  and  Bassa  counties. 

Mr.  J.  Edmestone  Barnes  reports  as  follows  concerning  his  surveys 
and  the  mineralogical  possibilities  of  the  Republic: 

In  1890  I  made  extensive  surveys  in  the  different  provinces  of  Liberia  for  the  Gov- 
ernment. During  the  course  of  the  operation  what  I  saw  struck  me  very  favorably 
that  the  country  possesses  great  mineralogical  possibilities,  and  that  sooner  or  later 
gold  would  be  found  in  both  the  alluvial  and  <)uartz  reef  deposits.  I  verily  believed 
at  the  time,  too,  that  diamonds  and  other  precious  stones  would  be  found  in  particular 
places  in  certain  of  the  central  provinces.  I  had  fully  made  known  my  views  on  the 
subject  to  the  President,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  the  secretMy  of  state,  Mr.  Barclay.  I  toW 
them  that  I  was  thoroughly  convinced  that  Liberia  possesses  untold  wealth  in  latent 
mineral  resources,  for  from  observations  I  made  I  saw  quartz  reefs  colored  from  fer- 
ruginous oxides  exposed  to  the  siu^ace  of  the  soil,  bearing  the  stamp  of  the  Upper  and 
Lower  Silurian  rocks,  running  in  the  directions  north  oy  west  and  north  oy  cast 
These  rocks  and  soils  to  my  mind  correspond  exactly  with  those  of  the  Venezuelan 
gold  field  belt,  of  the  same  geological  period. 

I  believe  if  the  mining  business  is  taken  up  in  the  country  and  conducted  in  a  sys- 
tematic and  practical  business  manner  by  the  people  of  Liberia  themselves  t^e  dawn 
of  the  day  of^ Liberia's  prosperity  will  have  begun. 

IMMIORATION. 

The  American  negroes,  for  whose  benefit  Liberia  was  founded,  do 
not  come  in  any  appreciable  number.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  there 
has  not  been  during  the  past  6  years — covering  the  period  of  the 
present  consularship — 200  immigrants  from  the  United  States.  Those 
who  came  with  some  money,  finding  conditions  so  different  from  what 
thtey  expected,  returned^  and  those  who  remained  suffered  and  died 
from  the  rigjors  of  the  chmate  and  the  lack  of  comfort. 

Immigration  should  be  encouraged.  Ten  thousand  able-bodied 
recruits  would  place  conditions  on  a  competent  basis.  It  must  be 
well  understood,  however^  that  the  country  in  its  present  condition 
is  unprepared  for  indiscriminate  immigration.  No  practical  effort 
since  the  days  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  nas  been  made 
for  immigration,  and  immigrants  without  the  financial  ability  to 
take  care  of  themselves  and  their  families  in  the  new  country  until 
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their  endeavors  could  succeed  would  suflFer  untold  privations.  This 
inability  has  been  the  most  serious  drawback  to  tne  few  who  have 
come  in  recent  years. 

ImmiCTation  to  succeed  must  have  practical  organization  and 
financial  backing.  Immigration  from  the  United  States  and  from 
the  West  Indies  would  succeed  without  difficulty  if  some  philan- 
thropist would  finance  the  movement.  This  would  make  direct 
transportation  between  the  United  States  and  Liberia  probable  and 
it  would  revolutionize  conditions  in  trade  and  in  every  otner  direction. 
America  has  lost  and  will  continue  to  lose  the  trade  of  the  west  coast 
of  Africa  for  want  of  this  convenience.  Attention  is  continually 
called  to  this  defect,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  some 
practical  means  may  develop. 

IMMIGRATION   LAWS. 

Following  are  the  provisions  of  the  law  governing  immigrants  and 
their  expenses: 

Each  settler  on  his  arrival  in  this  Republic  is  entitled  to  draw  a  town  lot  or  a  plan- 
tation, for  which  the  President  shall  give  him  a  certificate  specifying  the  number  and 
the  time  of  drawing.  If  a  town  lot  is  drawn  it  is  required  that  a  house  of  sufficient 
size  to  accommodate  all  the  family  of  the  proprietor  and  built  of  stone,  brick,  or  other 
substantial  materials  and  workmanship,  or  if  frame  or  logs,  weatherboarded  and  roofed 
with  tile,  slate,  or  shinffles,  be  erected  thereon,  and  be  completed  two  years  from  the 
date  of  the  certificate;  the  drawer  will  be  entitled  to  a  deed  in  fee  simple.  If  a  plan- 
tation be  drawn  and  within  two  years  two  acres  of  land  on  said  plantation  shall  nave 
been  brought  under  cultivation,  the  certificate  shall  be  exchanged  for  a  deed  in  fee 
simple. 

Tnat  every  married  man  shall  have  for  himself  a  town  lot  or  5  acres  of  farm  land, 
together  with  two  more  for  his  wife  and  one  for  each  child  that  may  be  with  him, 
provided  always  that  no  single  family  shall  have  more  than  10  acres.  Women  not 
naving  husbands  inmiigratine  into  this  country  with  permission  and  attached  to  no 
family  besides  their  own  shall  receive  each  a  town  lot  or  2  acres  of  farm  land  on  their 
own  account  and  1  acre  on  account  of  each  of  their  children.  Unmarried  men  of  the 
age  of  21  years  arriving  in  the  Republic  from  abroad,  on  attaining  their  majority 
while  resident  in  the  same  and  havmg  taken  oath  of  allegiance,  shall  be  admitted  to 
draw  and  hold  a  building  lot  or  5  acres  of  farm  land  on  the  same  condition  as  married 
men. 

No  transfer  bargain  or  sale  or  lease  of  said  lands  before  a  fee  simple  deed  has  been 
acquired  shall  be  valid.  In  case  the  holder  of  a  certificate  should  die  before  perfect- 
inghis  title  the  imperfect  right  thus  acquired  shall  descend  to  his  heirs  in  the  Republic. 

That  from  and  immediately  after  the  pass^e  of  this  joint  resolution  any  immigrant 
or  immigrants  coming  into  the  Republic  of  Liberia  must  first  take  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  Republic  and  abjuration  of  the  sovereign  or  state  whence  he  comes,  after  which 
he  may  receive  aid  from  the  Government  as  such.  The  immigrant  j^ent  or  agents 
shall  keep  a  true  and  correct  account  of  all  expense  incurred  for  the  benefit  of  said 
immigrant  or  immigrants.  He  shall  make  a  quarterly  report  in  duplicate  of  all  money 
or  moneys,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  received  for  and  on  account  of  said  immi- 
CTants,  stating  specifically  what  he  received  and  paid  out.  The  original  report  shall 
be  forwarded  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  the  duplicate  to  the  superinten- 
dent of  the  county,  territory,  or  district  where  said  immigrant  or  immigrants  reside, 
which  report  shall  be  entered  in  a  book  provided  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  further  provided  that  to  any  immigrant  or  immigrants  remaining  in  the  Republic 
of  Liberia  for  a  period  of  5  years  from  tne  time  of  his,  her,  or  their  arrival  into  said 
Republic,  the  benefit  received  from  the  Government  by  said  immi^nt  or  immigrants 
so  remaining  shall  be  gratis;  but  should  any  of  them  declare  their  intention  to  per- 
manently leave  the  Republic  before  the  expiration  of  5  years  after  arriving  into  said 
Republic  the  value  of  tne  benefits  received  from  the  Government  by  said  immigrant 
or  immigrants  shall  be  estimated  and  considered  a  debt  due  the  Government  by  said 
immigrant  or  immigrants,  which  ghall  be  recoverable  before  any  tribunal  living 
competent  jurisdiction. 
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HARBOR  AND   SHIPPING   FACILITIES. 

Among  the  most  pressing  drawbacks  to  shipping  and  commerce 
is  the  present  condition  of  the  bar  at  Monrovia,  tne  cmef  port  of  entry. 
The  distance  between  the  anchorage  and  the  landing  on  account  of 
the  shifting  of  the  bar  is  about  2i  miles  one  way,  and  fully  4  hours  or 
more  are  consumed  in  making  the  trip.  This  condition  is  pleasing 
to  the  laborer,  who  gets  more  out  of  it  tnan  if  it  were  otherwise.  Sev- 
eral attempts  have  been  made  by  the  combined  efforts  of  the  city 
government  and  the  merchants  to  shorten  the  distance  by  cutting  a 
passage  through  from  a  nearer  point,  but  each  attempt  has  failed. 
The  present  bar  is  about  1  mile  from  the  native  settlement  of  the 
Kroo  people,  numbering  about  7,000,  who  object  to  the  new  move- 
ment ostensibly  on  the  ground  that  the  opening  would  destroy  the 
town,  but  it  is  believed  that  their  objection  is  due  more  to  the  fact 
that  it  would  shorten  the  time  for  loading  and  unloading  vessels  in 
the  harbor. 

The  following  wharves  have  been  declared  legal  landing  places  at 
the  port  of  Monrovia,  subject  to  the  regulations  already  laid  down 
with  respect  to  landing:  Government,  Weichers  &  Helm,  W.  D. 
Woodin,  Woermanns,  Dennis  Brothers,  Cost  Afrika  Company,  and 
J.  W.  West.  Landing  of  foreign  or  coastwise  cargo  of  any  descrip- 
tion whatsoever  is  permitted  only  at  the  wharves  named,  subject  to 
existing  regulations  respecting  landing  and  warehousing. 

Shipments  of  produce  are  permitted  at  all  the  above-named  wharves 
aiid  also  at  the  following :  J.  J.  Morris,  The  Liberia  Rubber  Corpora- 
tion, S.  H.  Amett,  and  H.  Cooper  &  Sons.  Landing  of  packages  at 
these  wharves  is  prohibited,  except  under  special  circumstances,  to 
be  decided  by  the  chief  inspector  of  customs. 

All  steamer  purchases,  passengers  and  their  baggage,  Kroo  ship  boys 
and  baggage  snail  be  landed  only  at  a  government  wharf. 

Shippmg  facilities  in  the  Republic  have  somewhat  increased  since 
1907.  On  an  average  a  steamer  drops  anchor  in  the  port  of  Mon- 
rovia every  day  in  tne  year,  Sund^s  not  excepted.  Two  of  every 
three  are  German  vessels  of  the  Woermann  Lme,  and  the  third  is 
usually  a  British  boat  of  the  Elder-Dempster  Line.  It  is  not  gen- 
erally known  that  an  American  steamer  stops  regularly  at  Cape 
Palmas  once  a  month  in  each  direction.  This  is  a  lumber  steamer 
belonging  to  Mengel  Brothers,  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  calls  there  to  take 
on  and  put  off  Kroo  boys  used  in  loading  mahogany  at  Axim  and 
Sekondi.  In  fact,  the  preference  of  steamer  captains  for  the  Kroo 
labor  of  the  Liberian  coast  is  responsible  for  the  frequency  with  which 
vessels  call  at  Liberian  ports. 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  and  clearing  at  the  Liberian  ports 
durmg  1908  was  954,  of  1 ,663,468  tons,  against  649  vessels,  of  1,042,433 
tons  in  1907. 
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IMPOBT8   AND  EXPOBTS   BY   ABTICLES. 

The  total  value  of  imports  into  Liberia  during  1908  was  $1,016,191. 
The  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported  was  as  follows: 


Artksles. 


Value. 


Articles. 


Value. 


Agricoltural  implements 

Arms  and  ammunition 

Bags,  empty 

Beads 

Boats  and  fittings 

Boots  and  shoes 

Books  and  stationery 

Breadstufls: 

Bread 

Fkmr 

Buckets  and  tubs 

Clothing 

Coooa  and  milk 

Confectionery 

Cottons 

Crockery  and  earthenware 

Enameled  ware 

Finery 

Fish 

Fruit  and  vegetables 

Glassware 

Haberdashery 

Hate  and  caps 

Instrumente,  musical 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of: 

Cutlery 

Galvanised  iron 

Hardware 

Machines,  sewbig 

Wire  netting 

AU  other 

Jewelry 

Kettles,  brass 

Lamps  and  lanterns 


92,061 
18,870 
11,761 
7,225 
10,743 
15,644 
11,922 

3,978 

13,477 

3,018 

28.373 

7,145 

1,153 

107,525 

7,104 

3,747 

4,043 

42,045 

2,439 

1,628 

51,026 

10,648 

1,973 

4,633 
20,502 
22,126 
2,324 
7,034 
8,977 
5,600 
7.375 
10, 134  I 


L4me  and  cement 

Oil,  kerosene 

Matches 

Medicine 

Mineral  waters 

Paints  and  oils 

Perfumeries 

Powder,  gun 

Provisions: 

Meat  products- 
Bacon  and  ham 

Beef  and  pork 

Lard 

Dairy  products:  Butter 

AU  other 

Rioe 

Salt 

Soap 

Spirits,  wines,  and  malt  liquors: 

Ale,  beer  and  stout 

Rum  and  gin 

Whisky  and  brandy 

Wines 

Suaar 

Tooaoco 

Umbrellas 

Wood,  and  manufiBctures  of: 

Boards 

Furniture 

Shocks 

AU  other  articles 

Total 


S4,370 
13,843 
1,545 
5,650 
7.341 
3,007 
2,532 
9,849 


16,299 
11,883 
7,160 
5,891 
83,620 
166,701 
7,125 
8,764 

7.887 
57,895 

4.322 

8,910 
10,509 
67,761 

4,317 

26,506 
3,882 
4,035 

68,187 


1,016,191 


It  is  regretted  that  the  countries  of  ori^  can  not  be  obtained,  but 
the  new  customs  records  which  will  be  in  force  after  this  year  will 
give  the  details  necessary  to  a  full  report. 

The  total  value  of  exports  from  Lioeria  during  1908  was  $984,439, 
the  following  table  showing  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  ex- 
ported: 


Articles. 

Value. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Coffee 

$163,430 

1,346 

28,390 

850.193 

195,491 

208,306 

Rubber 

135,156 
5,600 

Coooa 

Specie 

Ivory 

A 11  other  articles 

1,525 

OU,pabn 

Total 

Palm  kerneteV..'!'. '.!!.. !...'. '..'. 

984.439 

Plaiwava 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Republic  of  Liberia  spends  more  than  it 
makes,  that  the  imports  exceed  the  exports  by  $31,752.  The  most 
notable  fact  is  that  i^&ny  of  these  imported  articles  could  be  culti- 
vated on  Liberian  soil.  The  country  is  favorable  to  the  cultivation 
of  rice,  nevertheless  the  i>eople  spent  during  1908,  $166,701  for  foreim 
rice.  What  is  true  of  rice  is  equally  true  of  com  meal,  dried  fi3i, 
lard,  and  salt  meats.  Virgin  forests  of  valuable  woods  await  the 
woodman's  ax  and  the  accompanving  sawmill  to  manufacture  these 
natural  products  into  lumber  lor  ouuding  purposes.  Nearly  all  the 
lumber  used  at  present  is  imported  from  tne  United  States  by  way  of 
the  Canary  Islands. 
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MOROCCO 

REVIEW  OP  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  ViCE-CoNsuii-GENBRAL  Georqe  E.  Holt,  Tangier. 

Commercial  and  industrial  development  in  Morocco  during  1907 
and  1908  was  perhaps  largely  retaroed  by  the  unfortimate  political 
conditions  existing  during  much  of  that  period — from  August,  1907, 
to  the  end  of  1908 — but  despite  adverse  conditions  a  certam  progress 
and  development  is  to  be  noted,  and  augurs  well  for  the  possibmties 
of  the  country  imder  better  conditions. 

Unusual  enterprise  has  been  shown  by  European  banking  houses 
in  Morocco  during  1907  and  1908,  these  years  naving  been  mailed 
by  the  openingof  the  Banque  d'fitat  (state  bank)  and  of  several  other 
institutions.  During  the  latter  part  of  1907  speculation  in  Moorish 
currency,  especially  m  the  southern  coast  towns,  gave  rise  to  consid- 
erable criticism  and  caused  the  native  currency  to  fall  to  a  very  low 
rate  of  exchange.  This,  however,  was  only  temporary,  and  the  year 
1908  saw  Hassani  in  a  fairly  steady  position. 

QOVEBNMENT  DECREE  DISTURBS  MARKET. 

In  August,  1908,  considerable  disturbance  in  the  Moroccan  money 
markets  followed  the  attempt  of  the  Spanish  Government  to  demone- 
tize the  * '  seviUano ' '  dollar,  or  5-peseta  piece.  Owing  to  the  lack  of  offi- 
cial provision  in  Morocco  for  tne  excnange  of  the  sevillanos,  and  to 
the  refusal  of  local  money  changers,  merchants,  and  others  to  accept 
the  condemned  currency,  a  large  portion  of  the  capital  of  the  coimtry 
was  temporarily  useless,  and  a  large  per  cent  was  paid  for  the  ex- 
change of  the  sevillanos.  The  situation  cleared,  however,  with  the 
discovery  by  the  Spanish  treasury  that  it  had  not  enough  legitimate 
silver  com  to  redeem  the  sevillanos,  and  the  decree  of  demonetization 
was  wthdrawn. 

The  French  occupation  of  Casablanca  and  the  Shawia  tended  to 
increase  largely  the  amount  of  French  money  in  circulation  here. 

In  1907  the  Comptoir  National  d'Escompte  was  changed  to  the 
Banque  d'  fitat,  or  state  bank  of  Morocco,  and  opened  for  business 
under  its  new  name  in  April,  with  branches  at  Casablanca  and  Mogador. 

A  branch  office  of  the  Bank  of  Spain  will  commence  business  in 
Tangier  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  year.  It  will  negotiate  and 
draw  bills  on  Spain  and  foreign  countries,  discount  local  paper,  and 

Eurchase  bonds,  securities,  and  foreign  gold  coins.     The  Deutsche 
orient  Bank,  of  Berlin,'  is  prepared  to  open  branches  at  Tangier  and 
Casablanca. 

SHIPPING  INTERESTS. 

A  number  of  new  shipping  lines  and  additional  steamers  on  existing 
lines  were  inaugurated  during  1907  and  1908.  Forwood  Brothers  in 
the  first  Dart  of  1907  added  a  two-steamer  service  between  Londcm 
and  the  (Janaries,  touching  at  the  principal  Moroccan  ports  en  route; 
and  the  Power  Steamship  Company,  of  London,  began  a  f ortni^Uy 
service  from  Ix)ndon  to  Mogador  the  first  part  of  1908  with  one  steam- 
ship, to  which  another  was  added  a  short  time  later.  In  1908  the 
Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Company  took  over  the  Fopscood  Brothers' 
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interests,  with  their  two  steamers,  and  continued  the  service  under 
the  new  management.  In  June,  1908,  Elder,  Dempster  &  Co.^  of 
Liverpool,  under  the  name  of  the  British  and  African  Stearn  Naviga- 
tion Company,  inaugurated  a  new  fortnightly  steamer  service  to  the 
Canaries  and  the  Moroccan  ports. 

In  1908,  N.  Paquet  &  Co.,  of  Marseilles,  added  to  their  existing 
service  a  weekly  service  between  Tangier,  Rabat,  Casablanca.  iMazagan, 
Safh,  and  Mogador,  stopping  at  Casablanca^  Rabat,  and  Tangier  on 
the  return  trip.  The  Netherland  Royal  Mail  Steamship  Company  in 
1908  also  inaugurated  a  bimonthly  service  from  Antwerp  between 
Tangier  and  Marseilles.  The  Spanish  Government  has  announced  the 
intentioii  of  establishing  during  1909  a  weekly  postal  service  between 
Barcelona,  Malaga,  Tangier,  and  the  other  Moroccan  coast  towns. 

The  transportation  racilities  between  the  United  States  and 
Morocco  have  not  been  benefited  to  any  extent,  except  in  the  matter 
of  mail  service,  by  any  changes  made  during  the  past  two  years^  and 
the  necessity  of  transshipment  at  Gibraltar,  with  the  correspondmgly 
increased  rate,  offers  a  serious  bar  to  the  development  of  commerce 
with  the  United  States. 

The  total  number  of  merchant  vessels  calling  at  Moroccan  ports  in 
1908  was  3,417  vessels  of  2,353,297  tons.  Of  these  1,099,  of  613,279 
tons,  were  British;  757,  of  791,795  tons,  French;  376,  of  425,138 
tons,  German;  and  842,  of  281,128  tons,  were  Spanish.  The  United 
States  was  not  represented. 

TELEGRAPH,  MAIL,  AND   RAILWAY   SERVICES. 

The  improvement  and  development  of  methods  of  communication 
were  features  of  1907  and  1908.  In  October,  1907,  the  Spanish  cable 
connecting  Tangier  and  Ceuta  to  Spain  was  reopened,  and  in  July, 
1908,  the  wireless  telegraph  service  connecting  Tangier,  Casablanca, 
and  Mogador  with  each  other  and  with  the  world  was  begun.  In- 
augurated by  the  French  in  1907,  the  service  was  taken  oyer  in  1908 
by  the  Moonsh  Government  to  be  operated  as  a  public  utihty. 

The  reduction  of  French  postal  rates  in  1907,  the  extension  of  the 
Imperial  British  penny  post  to  Morocco  in  1908,  and  the  acceptance 
of  Moorish  currency  by  their  offices  equalized  the  rates  of  communi- 
cation between  this  country  and  Europe  by  the  post-offices  existing 
here — ^British,  German,  French,  and  Spanish. 

Almost  notiiing  noteworthv  in  the  way  of  improved  transportation 
methods  by  land  was  recorded.  The  existence  of  a  small,  narrow 
gauge  railroad  in  connection  with  the  port  works  at  Casablanca  led  to 
war.  Railroads  have  therefore  not  been  popular.  The  establish- 
ment of  a  narrow-gauge  Hne  from  Casablanca  to  Ber-Reshid,  about  42 
kilometers  (26  miles),  was  accomplished  under  miUtary  protection. 
This  line,  which  was  opened  in  September,  1908,  and  used  principally 
for  French  militaiy  purposes,  it  is  proposed  to  extend  to  Settat 
shortly.  The  contmued  existence  and  operation  of  such  a  line  in  the 
absence  of  miUtary  protection  is,  however,  somewhat  doubtful. 

PUBLIC   WORKS. 

Plans,  which  were  on  foot  in  the  beginning  of  1907,  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  certain  public  works,  especially  the  construction  of  har- 
Dors  in  the  important  ports,  fell  through  when  the  difficulties  at 
Casablanca  began,  and  for  the  past  year  and  a  half  there  has  been 
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almost  no  time  to  think  of  public  works.  The  port  works  at  Tangier, 
which  were  begun  in  1906  by  a  German  construction  company,  are 
now  nearly  completed,  and  a  great  change  along  the  water  front  of 
Tangier  has  been  effected,  not  only  by  this  improvement,  but  by  the 
extension  embankment  and  fill  which  has  been  run  along  the  beach. 
The  new  port  will  greatly  facilitate  shipping  at  Tangier,  and  the 
modem  customs  houses  will  do  away  with  much  of  the  old-time 
dangers  to  goods  by  fire  and  water. 

The  port  works  at  Casablanca  are  now  in  course  of  construction 
by  a  French  company,  and  their  proposed  completion  by  the  end  of 
1910  will  make  comparatively  safe  a  narbor  now  dangerous  on  many 
occasions.  The  proposed  harbor  improvements  at  Laraiche  and 
SafTi  have  not  yet  been  begun,  but  the  present  year  may  see  work 
started  iipon  them.  A  French  company  has  the  contract  for  the 
work  at  Saffij  and  it  is  expected  that  the  work  at  Laraiche  will  be 
carried  out  with  French  and  German  capital. 

The  provisions  of  the  act  of  Algeciras  provide  for  the  formation 
of  a  special  public  works  fund  of  2?  per  cent  of  the  customs  receipts, 
which,  on  £1,600,000  to  £2,000,000,  amounts  to  £40,000  to  £50,000 
($200,000  to  $250,000)  per  annum.  The  French  administration  of 
the  customs  has  resulted  in  the  equalization  of  duties  and  a  consid- 
erable increase  in  the  revenues. 

NEW   BUSINESS   UNDEBTAKINGS. 

Despite  unfavorable  conditions  during  part  of  1907  and  all  of  1908, 
a  number  of  new  industries  have  been  established  and  enterprises 
planned.  La  Soci6t6  de  P6che  et  Commerce,  a  French  firm,  ouring 
1907  constructed  an  extensive  sardine-canning  establishment  on  the 
beach  near  Tangier,  and  in  1908  large  shipments  were  made  to 
Europe,  and  several  shipments  to  the  United  States. 

In  March,  1907,  a  Spanish  royal  decree  was  issued,  establishing  a 
commercial  agency  at  Tangier,  with  all  Morocco  as  its  field  of  action. 
This  agency  has  been  useml  to  Spanish  trade,  and  was  instrumental 
in  securing,  at  the  time  of  the  attempt  to  demonetize  the  sevillano 
dollar,  a  place  where  these  dollars  might  be  exchanged  for  the  legiti- 
mate currency. 

An  effort  made  by  Spaniards  to  produce  fiber  from  the  palmetto 
failed,  presumably  owin^  to  the  prombition  of  the  customs  against  the 
exportation  of  the  raw  fiber. 

Silk  raising  is  now  being  carried  on  for  the  fourth  year  by  Sir 
Rowand  Anderson  and  his  local  agent.  Even  though  carried  on  for 
the  larger  part  under  the  most  expensive  conditions,  it  has  been 
successnil  financially,  and  the  silk  raised  is  said  by  experts  to  be 
eaual  to  the  best  Italian.  Experiments  tending  to  prove  the  possi- 
bilities of  silk  raising  over  most  of  the  countir  and  in  the  straw  huts 
and  gardens  of  the  natives  have  been  successful. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Algeciras  relative  to  the  sale  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  a  Spanish  gun  shop  was  opened  in  Taji^er 
in  August,  1908,  for  the  sale  of  nonrifled  sporting  guns,  ammunition, 
and  general  sporting  goods,  and  is  meeting  with  success.  There 
would  seem  to  be  little  doubt  that  a  representation  of  a  number  of 
American  gun  and  supply  houses  would  oe  equally  successful. 

Many  new  houses  have  opened  for  business,  representing  not  only 
local  capital,  but  European  firms  as  well.  The  few  business  failures 
were  unimportant  and  not  due  to  general  trade  conditions. 
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LAND   VALUES. 

At  the  be^innin^  of  1907  land  in  the  vicmity  of  the  coast  towns, 
and  especially  of  Tangier,  was  held  at  exaggerated  prices,  following  a 
boom  which  had  lasted  through  1906.  Speculation  and  trading  in 
land  had  been  brisk,  and  up  to  the  time  of  the  Casablanca  incident 
appeared  to  the  over-op tilnistic  to  be  based  on  actual  land  values. 
French  capital  especially  was  keen  in  regard  to  land  speculation,  and 
the  apparently  prosperous  times  indicated  by  1906  and  the  first  part 
of  1907  had  prepared  much  French  capital  for  investment  in  Morocco. 
But  within  a  few  days  after  the  incident  referred  to  all  plans  for 
investment  were  dropped,  and  land  values,  like  many  other  values, 
became  hypothetical.  The  ensuing  disinterestedness  of  foreign  capi- 
tal naturally  resulted  in  a  noticeable  drop  in  the  value  of  really  good 
land,  while  land  which  formerly  would  nave  brought  a  good  price  as 
a  speculation,  became  almost  worthless. 

Ill  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  Casablanca  there  was  some 
investment  the  latter  part  of  1908  by  French  capital,  investors  being 
assured  of  their  property  interests,  and  one  capitalist  holds  at  the 

{present  time  some  2,000,000  souare  meters  of  land  at  a  price  of  two 
rancs  per  square  meter.  In  Tangier  and  vicinity  lana  values  are 
still  hign,  due  perhaps  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  property  is  owned 
by  people  who  are  old  residents  here  and  know  the  tendency  of 
values  to  fluctuate  greatly,  and  who  have  no  inmiediate  need  of 
disposing  of  their  interests.  Those  who  wish  to  sell  real  property, 
however,  find  that  there  is  little  demand  for  it  except  at  far  less  than 
the  rates  generally  quoted. 

FOREIGN   COMMERCE   OF   MOROCCO. 

The  following  table,  giving  imports  and  exports  of  Morocco  for 
the  calendar  years  1907  ana  1908,  is  made  up  from  the  statistics 
published  by  the  government  committee  of  customs,  being  the  first 
publications  of  this  nature  having  an  official  character.  The  imports 
and  exports  for  the  two  years,  by  countries,  were  as  follows: 


Country. 


United  States 

Austria-Hungary 

Belgium 

Egypt 

France  and  Algeria  a 

Germany 

Italy 

Netherlands 

Portugal 

Spain 

united    Kingdom    and    Gi- 
braltar  

All  other  countries 

Total 


Imports. 


1907. 


1908. 


6,901,997 


127,088 

$52,255 

JI'^^1 

192,705 

272,142 

348,624 

8,217 

3,345 

3, 107,1© 

4,243,215 

371,959 

546,957 

13,948 

45,829 

7,283 

10,667 

541 

8,871 

167,915 

228,057 

2,795,390 

4,822,914 

7,641 

61,201 

Increase. 


125,217 

124,944 

76,482 

128 

1,076,053 

174,996 

31,881 

3,884 

7,830 

60,142 

2,027,524 
53,560 


10,564,140       3,662,143 


Exports. 


1907. 


S3, 921 

5,772 

12,850 

161,107 

1,237,124 

1,554,821 

72,147 


18,476 
433,501 

2,112,322 
4,973 


5,617,014 


1908. 


124,109 

3,225 

23,767 

112,977 

1,837,373 

1,546,563 

199,531 

30,341 

66,302 

629,602 

3,085,689 
10,466 


Increase  (+) 
orde- 


$20,188 
2,547 
10,917 
48,130 

600,249 
8,258 

127,384 
80,341 
47,826 

196,191 


+    978,867 
+       5,498 


7,570,035  I  +1,963,021 


a  Imports  and  exports  by  land  across  the  Algerian  frontier  are  not  included. 


The  imports  into  Morocco  by  land  across  the  Algerian  frontier 
during  1907  amounted  to. $1,530,297,  and  in  1908  were  $1,310,856, 
a  decrease  of  $219,441,  leaving  the  increase  in  the  total  imports  from 
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France  and  Algeria  into  Morocco  during  1908,  $856,612  when  com- 
pared with  1907. 

The  exports  from  Morocco  across  the  Algerian  frontier  by  land 
amounted  in  1907  to  $797,862  and  in  1908  to  $2,441,450,  a  gain  of 
$1,643,588,  which,  added  to  the  gain  on  sea-borne  exports  from  Mo- 
rocco to  France  and  Algeria,  makes  a  totaj  gain  of  $2,243,837  in  the 
exports  to  France  and  Algeria  in  1908  over  those  of  1907. 

The  trade  of  the  variousports  and  the  land  trade  across  the  Algerian 
frontier  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Port. 


Algeria  (by  land). 

Casablanoa 

Larache 


Value. 


13, 752,906 
3»  608, 664 
2,382,769 
2,730,924 
2,770,592 
1,551,653 


Port. 


Value. 


$2,312,847 

2,464.72i 

262.003 


Of  the  total  foreign  commerce  of  Morocco  during  1908,  including 
the  transactions  between  Morocco  and  Algeria,  France  had  over  44 
per  cent,  the  United  Kingdom  36  per  cent,  Germanv  9^  per  cent,  and 
Spain  4  per  cent.  These  percentages  are  not  based  exclusively  upon 
the  statistics  of  the  permanent  committee  of  customs,  which  relate 
only  to  commerce  by  sea.  The  direct  trade  of  the  United  States  was 
only  about  one-third  of  1  per  cent,  but  the  American  sales  and  pur- 
chases through  European  houses  dealing  with  Morocco  would  increase 
this  percentage. 

IMPORTS   INTO  MOROCCO. 

The  value  of  the  chief  imports  into  Morocco  during  1907  and  1908 
is  given  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Bags  and  packing  cloth 

Beverages  and  alcohol 

Biscuits  and  confectionery. . 

Candles 

Cement  and  plaster 

Chemicals  and  drugs 

Coffee 


1907. 


pper. 


Cotton,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Cloth 

Dves  and  paints 

Flour  and  semolina. 

Fruits,  dried 

Fruits  and  oleaginous  grains. 

G  lassware 

Gums  and  resins 

Hides  and  skins,  and  manu- 
factures of 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufac- 
tures of; 

Cutlery 

Hardware 

Iron,  raw,  rolled,  or 
drawn 

Machinery  and  Imple- 
ments....-  

Steel 

Italian  pastes 

Linen  cloth  and  draperies. .. 

Matches 

Oils: 

Cotton-seed 

Kerosene 

Olive 


125.472 
164,327 
56,641 
214.218 
22,911 
19,851 
49,232 
3,145 

10.337 

1,902,121 

13,490 

457,462 


49,538 
3,865 


5,503 
90,766 

60,914 


3,609 


99,872 
28,220 

27,716 
34,954 
11,402 


1906. 


171,479 
284,110 
90,807 
347,678 
23,307 
32,521 
56.780 
17,390 

7,365 

1,299,320 

27,251 

205.396 

25,506 

8,359 

69,048 

13,307 

31,857 


5,954 
174,212 

58,201 

34.034 
34,217 
25,319 
132,594 
47,092 

41,344 
63,097 
36,501 


Articles. 


Paper: 


Wrapping. 
AU  other. 


Perfumery  and  toilet  soaps. . . 
Pottery  and  ceramic  gooids... 
Provisions    and    preserved 

foods 

Rice 

Silk  .and  manufactures  of : 

Raw 

Cloth  and  foulards 

Soaps,  other  than  toilet 

Spices  find  pepper 

Sugar 

Tea 

Thread  and  twine 

Tiles,  bricks,  etc 

Tin,  sheet 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures 

of 

Toys 

Vegetables: 

Dried 

Potatoes 


1907. 


118,790 


4,001 
18,305 

24,^0 
10,643 

58,457 
88,520 


1908. 


57.855 
2.100,030 
356,198  I 
46,296  I 
25.166  , 
10,016  I 

102,164 


Wearing  apparel  for  women, 

and  novelties 

Wood,  and  manuf^uTtures  of: 

Boards  and  timber 

Excelsior  packing 

Furniture 


16,176 

25,138 

401 

22,964 


t31,5ll 

34,561 

9,470 

25,820 

126,90 
17,677 

IX,  421 
115,28$ 
94,782 
77,8« 
3,007.517 
630,888 
103,443 

2S8.5M 

19,535 

10,344 
33,451 

67,017 

90.510 
3,99 
30,881 
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Of  the  six  leading  articles  of  import,  cotton  cloth  ^as  supplied 
chiefly  by  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  and  Grermany,  named  in  the 
order  of  the  value  of  their  trade;  sugar  by  France,  Belgium,  and  Aus- 
tria; tea  by  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  and  Grermany;  candles  by 
the  Unitea  Kingdom,  Belgium,  and  France;  beverages  by  France, 
Spain,  and  Germany;  tobacco  by  France,  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
Grermany. 

DIRECT   IMPORTS   FROM  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

The  United  States  supplied  directly  no  part  of  the  imports  of  these 
articles  during  1907  or  1908,  but  during  both  years  lea  all  countries 
in  the  value  of  kerosene  oil  and  of  wood  in  the  form  of  boards  and 
timber  supplied  to  Morocco,  and  in  1908  was  second  in  the  amount  of 
raw  cotton  sent  there  directly.  Doubtless  the  United  Kingdom, 
which  supplied  the  lai^est  amount  of  any  one  country,  derived  a  part 
of  this  from  the  United  States. 

The  direct  imports  of  kerosene  oil  from  the  United  States  amounted 
in  1907  to  $17,300  and  in  1908  rose  to  $24,285.  The  countries  sup- 
plying the  next  largest  amounts  were  Spain  and  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  a  part  of  what  they  shipped  was 
of  American  origin.  The  same  would  doubtless  apply  to  imports  of 
flour  in  1 908,  France  having  supplied  by  far  the  greatest  amount,  the 
United  Kingdom  coming  second,  Belgium  third,  Germany  fourth, 
and  the  United  States  fifth  with  $4,561  worth  in  1908,  against  $1,634 
worth  in  1907. 

The  direct  imports  of  wood  from  the  United  States  in  the  form  of 
lumber  and  timber  amounted  in  1907  to  $4,932  and  in  1908  to  $14,610. 
There  were  no  imports  of  coflFee  direct  from  the  United  States  in  1907, 
but  in  1908  such  imports  were  recorded  to  the  value  of  $2,983. 

MOROCCAN   EXPORTS. 

The  value  of  the  chief  articles  of  export  from  Morocco  during  1907 
and  1908  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


1907. 


1908. 


Almonds. 


Beeswax,  crude 

Bones 

Breadstuffs: 

Barley 

Com 

Wheat ^ 

Canary  grass 

Cattle 

(Jhiek~Deas 

DJeilabafuid'  hskia  (native 

garments) 

Eos 

Fish,  canned 

Ghassoul  (sai 
Cfums  and  resins. 
Hair,  animal. 


$386,000 
103,955 
147,964 


940,054 

2,075,048 

25,350 

121,147 

85,732 

773,432 

144,255 

65,267 

647,428 

443,049 

87,196 

147,122 

29,085 

20,671 

484,850 

799,041 

9,708 

49,646 

14,524 

15,301 

126.645 

123,735 

13,980 

24,079 

(474,449 
293,733 
126,789 
27,674 


Articles. 


I 


9.707 
6,843 


Hides  and  skins: 

Goatskins 

Oxhides 

Sheepskins 

Intestines 

Oil,oUve 

Poultry 

Roses 

Seeds: 

Aniseed,  wild. 64,776 

Coriander i 

Fenugreek 50,066 

Linseed. 86,326 

Turkish  slippers 150,693 

Wool: 

Unwashed 426,662 

Washed 111,129 


1906. 


9664,296 
104,924 
143,265 
28,253 
242,957 
14,272 
1,176 

1.778 
23,922 
76,708 
69,966 
148,506 

115,183 
40.334 


Of  the  six  leading  articles  of  export,  barley  was  shipped  chiefl;^  to 
the  United  Kingdom,  Germany,  ana  France;  eggs  to  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Spain;  wheat  to  France,  Germany,  and  Italy:  goat- 
skins to  Prance,  the  United  Kii^dom,  Gtermany,  and  the  United 
States;  almonds  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Germany,  and  France; 
cattle  to  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  and  Spain.  ^  I 
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The  largest  direct  purchases  by  the  United  States  in  1908  were 

foatskins  to  the  value  of  $18,660,  against  $841  in  1907;  flaxseed, 
3,796,  against  none  in  1907;  wild  aniseed,  fenugreek,  and  coriander, 
$2,264,  again3t  none  in  1907.  No  wool  was  taken  direct  in  1908,  while 
in  1907  exports  of  unwashed  wool  were  valued  at  $2,264. 

DECLARED   EXPORTS. 

There  was  a  marked  decrease  in  the  declared  value  of  exports  to 
the  United  States,  which  amounted  to  $442,936  in  1907.  In  the 
following  table  the  declared  exports  from  Tangier  to  the  United 
States  are  shown  for  the  cdendar  year  1908;  those  from  Mogador 
were  forwarded  by  Consular  Agent  George  Broome,  and  are  for  the 
fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1908;  and  those  from  Casablanca,  supplied 
by  Consular  Agent  Conrad  H.  Toel,  are  for  the  calendar  year  1908. 
Tlie  details  are  as  follows: 


Articles. 

Value. 

$5,385 
4,170 
■    WO 

Articles. 

Vaioe. 

TANOBR. 

QoBtskins 

CASABLAKCA. 

Qofttffkf  ns          , 

S31,aS2 

Sardines  In  oU 

Seeds: 

Canary 

Worksofart 

1,900 

Coriander 

7,140 
6,813 

Total            

10,545 

Fenugreek 

Total 

MOGADOR. 

196,435 
5,663 
8,368 

47,  U4 

Qoatsklns 

Qum  sandarac 

Olive  oil    

Total 

135,366 

GENERAL   FEATURES   OF  AMERICAN   TRADE. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  conditions  causing  the  falling  off  in 
trade  has  failed  as  yet  to  bring  forth  anything  calling  for  serious 
remark,  or  that  would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  decrease  is 
owing  to  more  than  a  temporary  lull  in  the  demand  from  the  United 
States  for  Moroccan  goatskins.  It  has  been  reported  here  that 
numerous  dealers  in  the  United  States  have  large  supplies  of  goat- 
skins on  hand  and  have  temporarily  ceased  ordering  from  Morocco, 
preferring  to  import,  when  necessary,  more  expensive  skins  from 
Marseilles  and  otner  European  ports,  where  it  is  possible  to  obtain 
more  evenly  assorted  and  better  prepared  skins  than  in  Morocco. 
However  this  may  be,  the  attention  of  importers  in  the  United  States 
is  called  to  the  fact  that  goatskins  from  Morocco  are  very  highly 
thought  of  in  Europe,  and  it  would  seem  that  direct  importation  ot 
this  article  would  be  the  most  advantageous  method  of  carrying  on 
the  trade. 

American  interests  in  Morocco  could  not  be  said  to  be  great  at  the 
close  of  1907,  which  showed  the  least  trade  between  Morocco  and  the 
United  States  for  several  decades.  Goatskins,  hitherto  the  chief 
export  to  the  United  States,  had  fallen  from  over  $50,000  per  quarter 
for  the  last  quarter  of  1906  and  first  two  Quarters  of  1907,  to  nothing. 
A  remarkable  difference  is  noticeable  in  tne  figures  for  1907,  when  it 
is  considered  that  the  Casablanca  incident  occurred  in  the  September 
quarter.     The  figures  are  as  follows  for  the  quarters  ending  with  the 
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months  named:  March,  $56,862;  Jime,  $54,600;  September,  $10,746; 
December,  $227. 

Inquiries  among  former  exporters  of  goatskins  to  the  United  States 
develop  the  statement  that  the  Amencan  market  is  dull^  and  that 
there  is  a  general  tendency  to  ship  the  skins  to  the  Umted  States 
through  French  and  German  houses. 

A  new  export  to  the  United  States  is  sardines  in  oil,  prepared  by 
the  new  French  company  in  Tangier,  shipments  to  the  value  of  $4,170 
having  been  sent  to  the  United  States  during  the  last  quarter  of  1908. 

The  Vacuum  Oil  Company  continues  to  be  the  largest  American 
importer  in  Morocco,  having  a  well-developed  and  excellently  organ- 
ized business  system,  supplying  the  entire  country  with  petroleum. 
The  success  of  this  company  speaks  well  for  the  possibilities  awaiting 
other  American  efforts  when  conducted  in  the  proper  manner. 

Large  quantities  of  American  products  reach  Morocco  through 
Continental  and  British  jobbers,  via  Gibraltar.  Especially  is  this 
true  of  Chicago  meat  products,  notably  lard.  Tinned  meats  from 
Chicago  are  consumed  to  a  limited  extent  here.  The  chief  bar  to 
the  general  importation  of  American  goods,  whose  values  are  not  by 
any  means  unknown  to  Moroccan  merchants,  lies  in  the  difficulties 
and  expense  of  transportation.  Invoices  brought  direct  from  the 
United  States  have  proven  to  have  given  less  profit  to  the  retailer 
and  jobber,  after  payment  of  increased  transportation  expenses, 
than  slightly  higher-pnced  goods  from  England  or  Continental  points. 
The  existence  of  a- number  of  American  windmills  in  Tangier  and 
the  coast  towns  results  in  an  occasional  order  for  similar  machinery. 

AMERICAN   OPPORTUNmES. 

As  has  been  so  often  pointed  out,  Morocco  offers  a  good  field  for 
American  products  and  for  investment  of  American  capital.  Silk- 
raising  might  be  carried  on  in  almost  any  part  of  the  coxmtiy,  and 
land  and  labor  for  such  a  purpose  are  extremely  cheap.  Cotton 
raising  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  coxmtry  offers  possibiUties. 
Farmmg  on  a  lai^e  scale  with  upnto-date  agricultural  machinery  would 
offer  profits  which,  considering  what  is  done  by  means  of  a  wooden 

Blow  at  the  present  time,  might  satisfy  even  the  most  optimistic. 
Qning  concessions  and  like  l^nanzas  would  seem  to  belong  to  the 
far-distant  future,  especially  as  regards  the  possibiUties  of  utilizing 
such  concessions  were  they  to  be  obtained.  The  introduction  of 
American  cottons  into  Morocco  offers  perhaps  the  h^st  commercial 
opportimity  at  the  present  time,  and  there  would  seem  to  be  little 
doubt  that  the  presence  of  an  active  agent  of  some  leading  cotton 
manufacturers  of  the  United  States,  backed  by  an  endeavor  of  the 
manufacturers  to  provide  exactly  what  is  desired  by  the  natives, 
would  result  in  the  United  States  securing  a  fair  proportion  of  the 
annual  trade  of  over  $4,000,000  in  cotton  goods.  As  already  indi- 
cated, the  concession  granted  to  each  of  the  powers  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  shop  for  the  sale  of  nonrifled  sporting  guns,  ammunition, 
and  supplies  might  offer  a  profitable  business  for  some  enterprising 
American. 

Even  under  existing  conditions  much  may  be  done  by  the  person 
who  studies  the  country  and  its  people,  endeavors  to  supply  their 
wants,  and  succeeds  in  not  violating  the  preiudices  and  beliefs  which 
often  are  the  stepping  stones  to  commercial  success. 
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TRADE   OP   ARZILA  AND  LARAIGHE. 

Arzila  is  a  small  fortified  town  on  the  western  coast  about  40  miles 
below  Tangier.  Although  on  the  coast  it  is  not  a  port  of  call  for  any 
of  the  vessels  which  make  the  Moroccan  ports,  there  being  no  harbor 
facilities.  It  has  a  population  of  about  1,000,  half  of  whom  are 
Moors  and  the  other  nan  Jews.    There  are  no  European  residents. 

Tangier  supplies  to  Arzila  all  of  its  imported  goods,  which  consist 
principally  oi  Manchester  cotton  goods,  English  tea  and  candles,  and 
French  sugar.  These  are  transported  to  Arzila  in  small  quantities 
by  mules  and  donkeys.  There  are  but  few  native  shops  in  the  town, 
and,  of  course,  absolutely  no  others.  These,  Uke  all  Moorish  ^ops, 
are  tiny  places  where  the  proprietor  may  sit  in  the  doorway  and  reach 
everything  in  the  place,  and  probably  there  are  not  more  than  a 
score  of  them  in  the  town. 

Some  American  petroleum  is  consumed  in  Arzila,  being  brought 
from  Tangier. 

Laraiche  is  a  port  town  of  15,000  people,  situated  about  75  miles 
down  the  coast  from  Tangier.  The  popmation  consists  of  about 
13,000  Moors,  1,800  Jews,  and  200  Europeans.  The  latter  class  has 
naturally  given  a  touch  oi  European  civilization  to  the  town,  and  the 
people  have  become  familiar  with  European  ^oods. 

The  only  American  product  consumed  there  is  petroleum^  of  which 
some  4,000  cases  are  imported  annually.  A  portion  of  this  oil  goes 
to  El  Ksar  and  Fez.  The  American  company  h^s  a  large  storeroom 
and  office  at  Laraiche  in  charge  of  an  English-speaking  Spaniard, 
and  carries  a  good  assortment  of  lamps,  which  are  sold  very  cheaply 
in  order  to  induce  the  people  to  try  tne  oil  instead  of  the  customary 
candles.  The  sales  are  increasing  constantly  as  the  people  come  to 
realize  the  cheapness  and  efficiency  of  the  new  light.  Many  lamps 
costing  one  to  tnree  pesetas  Hassani  (13  to  40  cents)  are  sold  in  tne 
course  of  a  year. 

While  hitherto  French  su^ar  has  had  an  almost  complete  monopoly 
in  Laraiche,  German  sugar  is  now  coming  to  the  front. 

Following  are  the  latest  available  figm'es  for  the  annual  imports 
and  exports  of  Laraiche: 


Articles. 


Bags 

Bedsteads 

Biscuits , 

Brass  ware  and  copper 

Buckets  and  kettles , 

Building  material 

Candles 

Chemicals  and  drugs 

China  and  earthenware 

Coffee 

Confectionery  and  pfovisions.. 

Cotton,  raw , 

Cotton  manuJactures 

Dates 

Electroplated  goods 

Flour  and  semolina. 

Furniture 

Glassware , 

Iron,  bars,  etc 

Lamps 

Maudes 

Nails 

Paper 

Petroleum 


Value. 


Articles. 


1    Vi 


I 


IMPORTS— continued. 


S34,600 

400 

2,970 

1,205 

3,000 

2.910 

41,310 

3,510 

17,620 

5,870  I 

3,000 

2,070 

734,175 

805 

960 

13,695 

1,100 

3,590 

13,335 

8,210  I 

5,250 

600 

1,990 

3,656 


Potash 

Silk 

Soap 

Spices 

Spiiite 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tin  plate 

Woolen  doth. 


Barley 

Beans 

Beeswax 

Birdseed 

Dates 

Eggs 

Goatskins 

Hides 

Sheepskins 

suppers,  Moorish. 

Wool,  unwashed.. 


S5,000 

4.050 
2,800 

20,760 

6,816 

812,696 

88,910 
1,236 
1,900 


56.4S6 

106.256 

11,220 

14,825 

14,180 

62.276 

77,900 

81.906 

169,966 

199,800 

89,016 

8I,<7S 
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AL   KSAB  EL   KBIB. 

Al  Ksar  el  Kbir  is  an  interior  town  of  about  6,000  people,  situated 
about  25  miles  from  Laraiche  and  100  miles  from  Tangier.  Being 
located  upon  the  main  road  between  Tangier  and  Fez,  it  has  some 
importance  as  a  distributing  point.  Its  population  consists  of  5,000 
Moors,  1,000  Jews,  and  perhaps  20  Europeans.  Its  imports,  as  those 
of  Arzila,  are  chiefly  cotton  goods,  sugar,  tea,  and  canoles. 

In  Al  Ksar,  Laraiche,  and  Araala,  there  would  be  a  demand  for 
such  American  goods  as  would  sell  in  Tangier,  in  proportion  to  the 
size  of  the  towns.  It  was  a  surprise  to  find  flj  screens  m  one  Moorish 
house  in  Al  Ksar.  They  were  the  first  the  writer  had  seen  in  Morocco, 
and  it  was  lal-ter  learned  that  they  were  secured  by  an  American 
protfigfi.  A  cheap  grade  of  screen  should  sell  in  large  quantities 
•throughout  the  country,  as  flies  are  one  of  the  great  annoyances  of 
all  foreigners  and  many  Moors. 

PORTUGHJESE  EAST  AFRICA. 

REVIEW  OF  TRADE  CONDITIONS. 

By  Consul  W.  Stanley  Holus,  Loube'nco  Marqubz. 

The  Portuguese  Province  of  Mozambique  comprises  all  of  East 
Africa  lying  between  the  German  possessions  on  the  north,  the 
British  colonies  on  the  west  and  soutn,  the  Mozambique  channel  on 
the  east,  and  the  Indian  Ocean  on  the  southeast,  and  lias  an  area  of 
434,270  square  miles.  The  entire  Province  is  comprised  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  consulate  at  Lourenco  Marouez. 

For  administrative  purposes  the  Province  of  Mozambiaue  is  divided 
into  7  districts,  called  Caba  Delgado  (or  Ibo),  Mozamoique,  Queli- 
mane,  Tete,  Manica  and  Sofala  (the  territories  of  the  Mozambique 
Company),  Inhambane,  and  Lourenco  Marquez. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  value  of , the  foreign  trade  of  the 
Province  of  A^zambique  and  also  the  total  value  of  the  foreign 
trade  exclusive  of  coastwise,  by  districts,  for  1907  and  1908: 


District. 


Loutento  MarquM 

Inhambane 

Chinde  and  Quellmsne 

Belra 

Cabo  Delgado,  or  Ibo. . 
Mosambique 

Total 


Foreign  trade  exclusive  of 
coastwise. 


1907. 


S29,242,845 

671,386 

2,285,038 

6,081,045 

868,391 

1,380,064 


40, 528, 769 


1908. 


$33,344,752 

484,305 

2,846,509 

7,726,388 

778,896 

1,066,888 


46,247,748 


Total  foreign  trade. 


1907. 


$31,530,740 
1,144,224 
2,509,839 
8,736,806 
849,142 
1,478,682 


46,249,435 


1906. 


•  $34,535,571 

1,401,958 

3,334,442 

11,486,879 

778,896 

1,204,392 


52,922,138 


a  Bunker  ooal  and  ships'  stoies  valued  at  $345,120  and  gold  and  stiver  coin  valued  at  $2,679,660  not 
included. 
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CABO   DELQADO,  OR   IBO,  DISTRICT. 

The  most  northern  district  is  that  of  Cabo  Delgado,  which  is  generallj 
called  the  Ibo  district  because  Ibo  was  for  years  its  only  port  of  entry. 
The  district  is  administered  by  a  Portuguese  chartered  company 
called  the  Nyassa  Company,  under  a  Portuguese  army  oMcer.as 
governor,  its  seat  of  government  being  located  at  Porto  Amelia, 
south  of  Ibo.  Its  principal  imports  are  cotton  ^oods  and  preserved 
provisions  and  food  stuffs,  and  its  exports,  rubber,  dried  nsh.  wax, 
calumba  root,  peanuts,  and  ivory.  As  there  is  no  direct  means  of 
communication  between  Ibo  and  the  United  States  all  trade  in  this 
line  is  indirect  and  with  transshipment  at  other  ports,  prindpaUy 
those  of  German  East  Africa  and  of  Zanzibar,  to  the  north. 

The  foreign  trade  of  the  district  for  1908,  exclusive  of  coastwise 
trade,  amounted  to  $778,896  as  compared  with  $868,391  for  1907. 
The  imports  for  1908  amounted  to  $376,372,  exports  $361,197. 
reexports  $40,973,  and  in  transit  $354;  the  imports  for  1907  amounted 
to  $356,013,  exports  $503,695,  reexports  $8,354,  and  in  transit  $329. 
The  number  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  during  the  past  year  was 
114  steamers  and  27  sailing  vessels. 

The  district  has  a  large  native  and  Indian  population.  The*white 
population  according  to  the  last  census  for  the  district  was  but  342. 
These  white  people  are  mostly  Portuguese  officials  and  foreigners 
who  are  agents  for  European  mercantile  and  shipping  houses,  together 
with  a  few  Portuguese  traders. 

DISTRICT  OF  MOZAMBIQX7E. 

Lying  just  south  of  the  district  of  Cabo  Delgado  is  the  district  of 
Mozambique,  which  must  not  be  confused^  with  the  Province  of 
Mozambiciue,  of  which  it  forms  only  a  part,  with  the  town  of  Mozam- 
bique as  its  capital,  where  the  affairs  of  the  district  are  administered 
by  a  governor  ai)pointed  bv  the  Portuguese  Crown. 

The  principal  imports  of  this  district  are  cotton  ^oods,  amounting 
to  about  $300,000  worth  per  annum,  rice,  butter,  and  other  foodstuffs. 
The  principal  exports  are  rubber  gained  at  about  $200,000  annually 
(practically  all  oi  which  goes  to  Hamburg),  mangrove  bark,  peanuts, 
and  other  oilseeds.  ^ 

Between  $65,000  aiid  $70,000  worth  of  mangrove  bark  has  been 
shipped  each  year  during  the  past  three  years  according  to  the  invoices 
certified  in  tnis  consulate  from  the  Mozambique  and  Cabo  Delgado 
districts  to*  the  United  States,  these  shipments  having  been  made  by 
small  saiUng  vessels;  and  in  addition  to  these  a  large  shipment  was 
inade  by  steamer  from  Mozambique  to  New  York  in  1907.  tne  invoices 
covering  which  were  not  sent  to  this  consulate  for  certincationu  All 
sales  of  mangrove  bark  from  this  coast  are  made  through  brok^«  in 
Hamburg. 

The  export  trade  in  peanuts  appears  to  be  falling  off  when  compared 
with  that  for  past  years,  but  it  is  expected  to  revive,  especially  after 
the  projected  railwav  from  the  coast  into  the  interior  oi  the  Mozam- 
bique district  has  been  completed.  Transportation  at  present  is 
expensive  and  primitive,  being  solely  by  native  porters,  as  there  are 
no  systems  of  animal  transportation  in  the  whole  district. 
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This  projected  railway  will  start  from  the  town  of  Muchelia  on  the 
western  shore  of  Mocambo  Bay,  some  25  miles  south  of  the  port  of 
Mozambique,  and  will  run  into  the  interior  in  a  westerly  direction, 
thereby  opening  up  a  region  that  can  produce  a  large  quantity  of 
rubber,  oilseeds,  and  hard  woods,  and  tnat  can  use  large  quantities 
of  cotton  goods. 

The  grading  for  this  railway  has  been  completed  for  over  30  miles, 
but  the  rails  and  other  equipment  have  not  yet  been  purchased. 
When  work  once  starts  on  this  railway  a  considerable  town  is  bound 
to  spring  up  at  Muchelia,  and  this  will  develop  into  an  important  port, 
as  Mocambo  Bay  is  one  of  the  finest  and  safest  natural  harbors  on  this 
coast,  with  deep  water  at  its  entrance  and  close  up  to  its  shores  inside. 
The  total  trade  of  the  Mozambique  district  during  the  past  year, 
exclusive  of  coastwise  trade,  amounted  to  $1,066,898,  as  compared 
with  $1,380,064  for  1907.  The  total  value  of  imports  for  1908  was 
$605,865,  exports  $425,020,  reexports  $36,013,  and  for  1907  the  value 
of  imports  was  $794,755,  exports  $577,136,  and  reexports  $8,173. 

According  to  the  local  manuscript  customs  statistics  the  American 
trade  at  Mozambique  during  1908  amounted  to  $48,271 — ^imports 
$4,161,  and  exports  $44,110 — but  these  figures  do  not  show  the  total 
value  of  the  imports  of  all  goods  of  American  origin  as  many  such 
goods  are  imported  by  way  of  intermediate  ports  in  Europe  and  else- 
where and  are  credited  to  the  countries  in  which  the  ports  of  trans- 
shipment are  located.  There  is  no  direct  means  of  communication 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Mozambique  district,  and  not  a 
single  American  merchant  vessel  has  entered  the  port  for  over  20 
years. 

One  hundred  miles  south  of  the  port  of  Mozambique  is  situated  the 
small  port  of  Antonio  Ennes,  where  the  trade  is  principally  in  the 
hands  of  the  Indian  merchants.  There  is  much  confusion  over  the 
proper  name  of  this  port,  which  has  been  called  at  different  times 
Angoche  and  Parapat.  Its  trade  returns  are  included  with  those  of 
the  district  of  Mozambique,  of  which  it  forms  a  part. 

QUELIMANE   AND   CHINDE. 

South  of  Antonio  Ennes  and  situated  in  the  northeastern  angle  of 
the  delta  of  the  Zambezi  is  the  port  of  Quelimane.  The  value  of  the 
foreign  trade,  exclusive  of  coastwise  trade,  was  $525,175  for  1908, 
against  $482,754  for  1907.  The  total  value  of  imports  for  1908  was 
$309,247,  exports  $210,963,  and  reexports  $4,965;  and  for  1907  the 
imports  amounted  to  $291,834,  exports  $189,958,  and  reexports  $962. 
The  principal  articles  of  export  are  copra,  rubber,  peanuts,  and  oil- 
seeds. 

The  imports  into  Quelimane  consist  principally  of  cotton  goods  to 
the  value  of  about  $100,000  per  annum;  manufactures  of  iron  and 
steel,  $80,000;  wines,  butter,  and  lard,  $25,000  each;  groceries  and 
provisions,  $15,000,  and  manufactured  tobacco,  $15,000. 

The  manuscript  customs  statistics  for  1908  show  that  Quelimane 
imported  American  goods  valued  at  $1,044,  and  exported  none  to  the 
United  States;  but  as  all  goods  imported  into  Quelimane  from  the 
United  States  and  exported  thereto  from  that  port  must  be  shipped 
by  way  of  some  intermediate  port  these  figures  do  not  show  the  true 
value. 
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Chinde  is  at  present  the  principal  port  of  entry  for  Zambezia  as  well 
as  for  British  Nyassaland  and  Northeastern  Rhodesia,  and  its  foreign 
trade,  exclusive  of  coastwise  trade,  for  1908  amounted  to  $2,321,334 
as  compared  with  $1,802,284  in  1907.  The  manuscript  customs 
records  show  that  during  1908  its  trade  with  the  United  States  was 
valued  at  $16,255,  of  which  $12,854  represented  imports  for  local 
consumption  and  $3,401  goods  in  transit  to  interior  points.  The  total 
value  or  imports  for  1908  was  $456,920,  exports  $529,866,  reexports 
$957,587,  and  in  transit  $376,961;  and  for  1907  the  value  ot  the 
imports  was  $546,109,  exports  $185,837,  reexports  $673,977,  and  in 
transit  $396,361. 

The  principal  imports  at  Chinde  for  local  consumption  consist  of 
cotton  goods,  valued  at  about  $175,000  annually;  groceries  and  pro- 
visions, $70,000;  wines,  $50,000;  agricultural  and  other  machinery, 
$50,000;  manufactures  of  iron  and  steel,  $25,000;  river  boats,  $25,000; 
beer  and  distilled  liquors,  $10,000;  tobacco,  $8,000;  and  soap.  $6,000. 
Its  exports  consist  of  sugar,  valued  at  about  $100,000  annually;  i>ea- 
nuts  and  other  oilseeds,  $30,000;  wax,  $15,000;  cattle,  $12,000;  salt, 
$10,000 ;  ivory,  $6,000 ;  and  rubber,  $3,000.  The  transit  trade  through 
Chinde  consists  in  handling  the  imports  into  and  exports  from  British 
Nyassaland. 

AGRICULTURE — PORT   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  the  locusts  have  during  the  past 
few  years  done  a  great  deal  of  damage  to  the  cocoanut  plantations 
in  the  Zambezi  delta,  there  would  have  been  a  large  export  trade  in 
copra  from  that  region  at  the  present  time. 

Since  the  establishment  of  a  department  of  agriculture  for  the 
province  of  Mozambique  some  very  efficient  work  has  been  done  in 
exterminating  locusts,  and  .the  goveruor  of  Quelimane  recentlv 
stated  that  during  the  past  year  it  resulted  in  a  saving  to  the  agricul- 
turists of  Zambezia,  prmcipally  the  growers  of  sugar  cane  and  cocoa- 
nuts,  of  over  $1,250,000.  The  metnod  employed  to  destroy  locusts 
consists  principally  in  poisoning  them  while  still  in  the  grasshopper 
stage  by  spraying  whatever  a  swarm  mav  be  feeding  upon  with  a  solu- 
tion of  arsemate  of  soda.  A  CTeat  deal  of  capital  has  been  invested 
in  the  growing  of  cotton  and  of  agave  plants  for  fiber,  but  these  indus- 
tries are  not  yet  in  the  productive  stage. 

The  port  of  Quelimane,  which  with  a  little  dredging  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  can  be  made  accessible  to  vessels  of  large  tonnage  and  of 
deep  draft,  is  not  in  direct  water  communication  with  the  Zambezi 
River,  although  in  years  gone  by  there  was  a  small  navigable  channel 
between  that  river  and  the  port  of  Quelimane.  As  the  port  of  Chinde 
can  never  be  made  accessible  to  deep  vessels,  the  local  government 
has  decided  to  put  Quelimane  into  direct  water  communication  with 
the  Zambezi  by  drediging  one  of  the  old  channels  which  is  now  filled 
up  with  mud  and  silt. 

Reports  have  been  current  that  work  was  about  to  be  started  upon 
a  railway  between  Quelimane  and  Nyassaland,  the  construction  of 
which  was  authorized  by  a  decree  by  the  Lisbon  Government  some 
fifteen  years  ago;  but  so  far  nothing" has  been  done  toward  its  con- 
struction beyond  the  tentative  tracing  of  two  routes. 
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DISTRICT   OF   BEIRA. 

The  port  of  Beira  lies  about  150  miles  southwestward  of  Chinde,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Pungwe  River,  and  is  the  port  of  entrjr  for  the  dis- 
tricts of  Manica  and  Sofala,  which  constitute  the  territories  of  the 
Mozambique  Company,  as  well  as  for  a  great  part  of  Rhodesia,  up  to 
the  frontier  of  the  Kongo  State. 

The  main  trunk  line  of  the  South  African  Railway  system  runs 
from  Cape  Town,  by  way  of  Kimberley,  Buluwayo,  and  Victoria 
Falls,  nearly  to  the  Katanga  mining  region.  Starting  from  Bulu- 
wayo a  branch  line  runs  through  Salisbury,  in  Rhodesia,  to  the  port 
of  Beira,  and  at  present  communications  between  Beira  and  the 
Victoria  Falls  ancl  northward  must  be  by  way  of  Salisbury  and 
Buluwayo,  a  long  detour.  To  obviate  this  long  haul,  the  chartered 
company  is  about  to  construct  a  railway  running  almost  direct  between 
Salisbury  and  a  station  on  the  trunk  line,  situated  a  little  to  the  south 
of  the  Victoria  Falls. 

When  this  line  is  completed,  Beira  will  be  in  direct  communication 
by  means  of  the  shortest  railway  line  that  could  possibly  be  con- 
structed between  these  two  points  with  the  western  part  of  the  Kongo 
State  and  with  the  highly  mineralized  districts  Iving  therein,  as  well 
as  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Northwestern  Rhodesia,  and  a  large 
export  trade  in  base  metals  may  be  expected  to  develop  through  the 
port  of  Beira. 

Already  considerable  shipments  of  chrome  ore  have  been  made  to 
the  United  States  and  England  from  this  port. 

In  central  Rhodesia  as  well  as  in  the  Tete  district  of  Zambezia  it  has 
been  pretty  well  determined  that  on  account  of  the  known  gold 
deposits  being  patchy  and  not  well  distributed  over  large  areas,  min- 
ing there  can  oe  carried  on  best  by  means  of  small  plants.  Small 
muls  of  5  and  10  stamps,  when  under  the  ownership  and  management 
of  men  who  thoroughly  know  their  business  and  are  not  afraid  of 
hard  work,  can  be  depended  upon  to  give  a  good  profit  to  their  owners. 

The  central  Rhodesian  gold  fields  extend  into  the  Manica  district 
of  this  province,  back  of  tne  port  of  Beira,  and  considerable  mining 
development  has  been  in  progress  there.  All  this  mining  develop- 
ment in  the  hinterland,  not  to  mention  the  developnient  of  agricul- 
tural industries,  means  increased  commerce. 

FOREIGN   TRADE — SHIPPING. 

The  total  value  of  foreign  trade  of  Beira,  exclusive  of  coastwise 
trade,  for  1908  was  $7,726,388,  against  $6,081,045  for  1907.  The 
total  value  of  imports  for  1908  was  $1,739,989,  exports  $1,486,803, 
reexports  $1,236,580,  and  in  transit  $3,263,016;  and  for  1907  the 
imports  were  valued  at  $1,335,970,  exports  $621,351,  reexports 
$1,189,075.  and  in  transit  $2,934,649. 

Although  the  port  of  Beira  is  less  than  20  years  old,  and  its  com- 
mercial importance  dates  back  a  bare  18  years,  its  total  trade  for  the 
past  vear  was  almost  as  great  as  that  of  Lourenco  Marquez  for  1896, 
whicn  then  amounted  to  $10,500,000,  and  Lourenco  Marquez  at  that 
date  had  been  in  possession  of  a  good  hinterland  trade  for  over  10 
years,  during  7  of  which  it  had  been  in  rail  communication  with  the 
Transvaal.,   The  trade  of  Lourenco  Marquez  has  trebled  in  the  past 
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12  years,  and  it  can  confidently  be  expected  that  the  trade  of  Beira 
will  mcrease  in  a  ratio  as  great  as,  if  not  greater  than,  that  of  Lourenco 
Marquez. 

The  exports  from  Beira  consist  principally  of  tropical  products  and 
of  minerals,  .the  principal  articles  exported  being  sugar,  rubber, 
raw  gold,  peanuts,  wax,  ivory,  and  oilseeds. 

There  is  not  even  one  American  firm  or  even  one  American  busi- 
ness man  established  in  Beira. 

During  1908,  379  merchant  vessels  of  594,831  tons  entered  the  port 
of  Beira  and  there  discharged  77,402  tons  of  cai^o;  and  the  same 
number  of  vessels  departed  from  Beira  after  taking  on  board  46,837 
tons  of  cargo,  as  compared  with  36,800  tons  loaded  during  1907;  the 
nationaUty  of  the  vessels  entering  and  clearing  was  Portuguese, 
British,  and  (German,  with  110,  131,  and  133  vessels,  respectively. 

PORT  OF  INHAMBANE. 

The  port  of  Inhambane  Ues  almost  midway  between  Beira  and 
Lourenco  Marquez,  being  about  250  miles  from  the  first-named  port, 
and  about  200  miles  from  Lourenco  Marquez.  It  i6  the  only  port  of 
entry  to  the  Inhambane  district^  which  is  a  very  fertile  tract  or  coun- 
try with  many  agricultural  possibiUties. 

The  total  value  of  imports  into  this  port  for  1908  was  $346,841, 
exports  $134,586,  and  reexports  $2,878;  and  for  1907  the  imports 
were  valued  at  $430,381,  exports  $240,039  and  reexports  $966.  The 
principal  article  of  import  was  cotton  goods  valued  at  $166,174,  prin- 
cipally from  the  Umted  Kingdom,  rortugal,  and  Ctermany,  and 
with  less  than  $200  worth  from  the  United  States:  wines,  $70>601, 
practically  all  from  Portugal ;  manufactures  of  metals,  $24,876,  prin- 
cipally from  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  Germany,  Belgium,  and 
Netherlands,  and  with  a  Uttle  over  $200  worth  declared  as  coining 
from  the  United  States;  butter  and  lard,  $22,731,  principally  from 
Europe  and  British  possessions,  and  with  but  $41  worth  credited  to 
the  United  States;  groceries  and  provisions,  $17,079,  principally 
from  the  United  Kingdom  and  colonies  and  Portugal,  the  United 
States  being  credited  with  a  Uttle  over  $1,000  worth;  manufactured 
tobacco,  $12,140,  almost  all  of  which  came  from  Portugal ;  bags  and 
bagging,  $11,422,  mostly  from  the  United  Elingdom  and  India;  and 
Kaffir  noes,  $8,090,  mostly  from  Portugal. 

The  indirect  trade  of  the  United  States  with  Inhambane  is  greater 
than  shown  by  the  statistics.  A  considerable  Quantity  of  valuable 
products  are  exported  from  this  district,  sucn  as  rubber,  sugar, 
peanuts,  mafureira,  an  oilseed  from  which  an  excellent  oil  resem- 
oling  oUve  oil  is  extracted,  copra,  and  wax. 

Nothing  has  yet  been  done  toward  the  construction  of  the  pro- 
jected railway  in  the  Inhambane  district  except  some  surveying  and 
leveling,  as  the  Government  has  not  yet  raised  the  necessary  funds 
for  the  purchase  of  rails  and  equipment.  For  some  years  a  syndi- 
cate has  been  conducting  boring  operations  in  the  Inhambane  dis- 
trict in  the  hope  of  finding  petroleum,  but  although  a  number  of  deep 
wells  have  been  bored  at  an  expense  of  many  thousands  of  dollars, 
so  far  only  the  slightest  indications  of  the  presence  of  mineral  oil 
have  been  foimd. 
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The  emigration  of  Inhambane  natives  to  the  Transvaal  to  work 
in  the  gold  mines  of  that  country  continues  unabated,  tens  of  thou- 
sands going  each  year.  They  are  induced  to  enlist  for  this  work  by 
the  representations  of  runners  called  labor  recruiters,  who  overrun 
the  country.  This  has  a  serious  effect  upon  the  industrial  situation 
in  Inhambane,  as  the  natives  are  offered  hijgher  wages  by  the  recruiters 
than  the  Inhambane  agriculturists  can  afford  to  pay.  This  emigra- 
tion can  not  be  stopped ;  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  recently  concluded 
convention  between  the  Transvaal  and  the  Province  of  Mozambique 
provides,  among  other  things,  that  this  emigration  shall  be  as  free  as 
possible  and  that  it  shall  be  allowed  to  go  on  for  another  10  years. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  the  port  of 
Inhambane  during  1908  was  141,  with  a  tonnage  of  184,415.  They 
discharged  4,808  tons  of  cargo  and  shipped  3,280  tons. 

LIMPOPO   VALLEY. 

Lying  between  Inhambane  and  Lourenco  Marquez  is  the  rich  Lim- 

Sopo  Valley,  in  which  there  has  not  been  very  much  development 
uring  the  past  vear.  Some  of  the  agriculturists  were  hampered  by 
lack  of  funds,  others  by  radical  defects  in  their  methods  of  cultivating 
their  estates  as  pointed  out  to  them  bv  the  newly  created  department 
of  agriculture,  and  all  have  suffered  losses  of  Uve  stock  through  dis- 
ease. Transportation  difficulties  also  helped  to  hinder  development, 
but  the  department  of  agriculture  is  trying  to  either  check,  control,  or 
stamp  out  the  diseases  among  the  draft  and  other  animals,  and  the 
public  works  department  is  about  to  lav  down  a  line  of  narrow-gauge 
tramway  2  feet  wide,  which,  starting  from  Chai  Chai  at  the  head  of 
fairly  deep  water  navigation  on  the  Limpopo  River,  will  run  up  the 
valley  for  a  distance  of  about  12  miles  and  will  be  carried  still  farther 
in  the  near  future.  As  Chai  Chai,  the  only  nort  of  this  particular  sec- 
tion of  the  countrv,  lies  within  the  Lourenco  Marquez  district,  its  trade 
returns  are  included  with  those  of  the  latter. 

LOURENCO   MARQUEZ. 

The  trade  of  Lourenco  Marquez  during  1908  ^atly  exceeded  the 
combined  trade  of  all  the  other  ports  in  the  Provmc^  of  Mozambique, 
as  well  as  its  own  trade  for  1907,  having  amounted  to  $34,880,691, 
which  includes  bunker  coal  valued  at  $345,120.  To  this  figure  there 
should  be  added  the  further  sum  of  $2,679,669,  the  value  of  gold  and 
silver  coin  exported  during  the  year,  thus  making  the  total  trade 
$37,560,360. 

Tne  foreign  trade  of  the  port  for  1908  exclusive  of  coastwise  trade, 
amounted  to  $33,344,752,  against  $29,242,845  for  1907.  The  imports 
for  1908  were  valued  at  $4,348,969,  exports  $2,916,704,  reexports 
$4,221,008,  and  in  transit  to  Transvaal  $21,858,071 ;  and  the  imports 
for  1907  were  valued  at  $4,091^31,  exports  $2,825,920,  reexports 
$2,312,190,  and  in  transit  to  the  Transvaal  $20,013,204. 

In  tne  over-sea  commerce  of  this  port  the  United  Kingdom  and 
possessions  lead,  being  credited  with  imports  and  exports  valued  at 
$17,207,932;  Germany  follows  with  $5,033,563,  and  the  United 
States  is  third  with  $2,602,139.  In  imports  for  local  consumption  at 
Lourenco  Marquez,  the  United  Kingdom  and  possessions  lead  with 
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the  sum  of  $1,209,783,  and  are  followed  by  Portugal  with  $1,186,165 
and  the  United  States  with  $155,220. 

The  relatively  large  amount  of  business  done  by  the  United  King- 
dom, Germany,  and  Portugal  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  facts  that 
there  are  regular  and  frequent  direct  saiUn^s  of  passenger  and  medl 
steamers  between  Lourenco  Marquez  and  the  pnncipal  ports  of  the 
countries  mentioned,  and  that  there  are  many  Germans,  Portuguese, 
and  British  engaged  in  business  here.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  not 
at  the  present  time  eren  one  American  who  is  engaged  in  business  for 
hiiimselr  in  this  port,  nor  is  there  a  single  firm  here  that  confines  itscdf 
solely  to  the  handling  of  American  goods. 

CHARACTER   AND   VALUE  OP   IMPORTS. 

The  principal  imports  for  local  consumption  during  1908  were  as 
follows:  Cotton  goods  valued  at  $1,056,133,  the  share  of  the  United 
States  being  only  $260;  wine,  $664,579,  a  trade  reserved  by  law  to  the 
wine  exporters  of  Portugal  in  order  to  give  them  maricet  for  their  siu*- 
plus  wine;  rice.  $121,029,  India  supplying  nearly  all;  wheat  flour, 
$118,593,  the  British  colonies,  principallv  Australia,  on  account  of 
lower  freight  rate,  furnishing  $65,579  anci  the  United  States  $52,047; 
manufactures  of  iron  and  other  metals,  $105,923,  the  United  King- 
dom furnishing  $40,027  worth,  Germanv  $35,219,  and  the  United 
States  $4,952;  sardines,  $55,501,  Portugal  supplying  nearly  all;  boots 
and  shoes,  $53,738,  mostly  from  Portugal;  hve  oxen,  $52,743,  prac- 
tically all  coming  from  Madagascar;  cement,  $52,196,  Germany  fur- 
nishing $30,632  and  the  United  States  but  $21. 

The  imports  of  meats,  preserved  in  barrels  and  in  tins,  were  val- 
ued at  $51,824,  Portugal  supplying  salt  meat  valued  at  $13,953  and 
tinned  meat  valued  at  $17,546,  and  the  United  States  supplying  $2 
worth  of  salt  meat  and  $8,464  of  tinned  meat.  Wood  and  maniuac- 
tures  thereof  were  imported  to  the  value  of  $50,786,  Sweden  supplying 
$24,097  and  the  United  States$17,219;  butter,  $49,889,  from  AustraUa 
and  Portugal;  com,  $49,435,  almost  all  from  the  Transvaal ;distiUed 
liauors,  $45,514,  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  Portugal;  olive  and 
other  food  oils,  $41,699,  Portugal  leading  with  $30,635,  and  the  United 
States  $877 ;  boats,  $41 ,420,  practically  all  bemg  credited  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  but  it  is  known  at  this  consulate  that  two  American  motor 
boats  were  landed  at  this  port  during  the  past  year;  fermented  liquors, 
$40,731,  practically  all  from  Germany;  nardware^  instruments,  and 
tools,  $50,580,  the  share  of  the  United  States  being  $2,045,  Germany 
$14,902^  and  the  United  Kingdom  $17,147;  soap,  $33,084,  practically 
all  commg  from  Portugal;  coal,  $30,640,  the  Transvaal  importing  all 
the  coal,  also  the  bunker  coal  for  supplying  vessels  calling  at  this  port, 
the  value  of  which  is  not  included  m  the  above  item;  mineral  water, 
$29,243,  Germany  leading  with  $14,255,  followed  by  the  United  King- 
dom with  $7,830;  potatoes,  $26,018,  almost  all  coming  from  the 
Transvaal. 

The  imports  in  transit  to  the  Transvaal  were  valued  at  $21,858,071, 
consisting  chiefly  of  timber,  mining  and  industrial  machinery,  railway 
material  and  other  manufactured  ironwork,  agricultural  implements 
and  machines,  canned  provisions,  flour,  petroleum  products,  and 
chemicals.  The  share  of  the  United  States  m  this  trade  was  valued  at 
$2,398,555. 
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IMPORTS  FROM   THE   UNITED  STATES. 

The  total  value  of  imports  from  the  United  States  into  Lourenco 
Marquez  for  local  consumption  during  1908  was  $155,220,  of  which 
$14,151  represented  imports  by  the  local  government.  The  value  of 
the  principal  articles  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Boots  and  shoes. 

Canned  goods 

Canvas  and  tarpaulin 

Chemicals 

Electiio-light  materials 

Floor,  wheat 

Fruit: 

Dried 

Preserved 

Glass 

Gums 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manuliactures  of. 

Meat,  in  tins 

oils: 

Kerosene 

Lubricating 

Another. 


Value. 

S324 

3,756 

1,422 

198 

195 

52,047 

392 
759 
840 
185 
8,277 
8,464 

18,046 
6,550 
3,722 


Articles. 


Paints 

Paper 

Plants 

Railway  material 

Turpentine 

Wheat 

Wire  netting 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Furniture 

Timber 

AU  other 

All  other  articles 


Total., 


Value. 


S446 
470 
415 
217 

1.824 
229 

1,007 

4,891 

8.857 

3,471 

36,680 


155,220 


As  all  railway  and  harbor  works  are  imder  the  control  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, it  necessarily  becomes  a  large  importer  of  railway  supplies 
and  structural  material,  its  importations  for  the  past  year  m  all  lines 
having  been  valued  at  $430,207,  of  which  the  share  of  the  United 
States  amoimted  to  $14,151.  The  Government's  importations  from 
the  United  States  last  year  consisted  principally  of  agricultural 
machinery  and  of  nearly  100  miles  of  patent  woven-wire  fencing. 

The  Government  at  present  is  negotiating  with  American  manu- 
facturers with  the  view  of  purchasing  a  floating  dry  dock,  locomo- 
tives, coal-handling  machinery,  and  dredgers.  This  consulate  has 
been  from  time  to  time  instrumental  in  putting  the  Government  into 
communication  with  American  manufacturers,  but  what  these  manu- 
fa<5turers  need  and  should  have  is  an  American  agent  resident  here, 
with  full  powers  to  submit  tenders  and  to  sign  contracts,  and,  when 
necessary,  give  the  necessary  financial  guarantees  that  the  contracts 
that  mav  be  secured  will  be  faithfully  executed.  Such  an  American 
agent,  if  supported  by  10  to  50  American  firms  whose  goods  do  not 
compete  with  one  another,  could  work  up  a  very  good  trade  here 
and  would  materially  help  to  increase  the  imports  of  American  goods 
at  tiiis  port. 

IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS  BY  COUNTRIES. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  imports  entered  at  Lourenco 
Marquez  for  local  consumption  and  in  transit  for  the  Transvaal,  by 
countries,  in  1908: 


Country. 


Entered  for 
local  con- 
sumption. 


In  transit 

to  the 
Transvaal. 


Imports  de- 
clared for  re- 
export by 
oountries 
of  origin. 


Total 
imports 
through 
thepOTt. 


United  States 

Belgimn 

Qermany 

Great  Britain  and  possessions. 

Portngal 

Traasractl 

All  other  coan^t3s 


Il&5,220 

93,028 

396,644 

1,209,783 

1,186,166 

428,476 

879,763 


$2,398,668 

560,686 

4,636,745 

12,893,872 

17,606 


1,460,764 


140,359 
364 
34,392 
91,693 
8,728 
4,046,488 
13,984 


$2,694,137 

664, 02S 

4,967,681 

14,195,348 
1,207,390 
4,474,964 
2,344,491 


Total I    4,348,969 


21, 868,  on 


4,221,006 


80,428,048 
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The  following  statement  shows  the  exports  of  local  products  and 
the  reexports,  by  countries,  from  Lourenco  Marquez  in  1908: 


Destination. 


United  States 

Belgium 

Germany 

Great  Britain  and  possessions 

Portugal 

Transvaal 

All  other  countries 

Total 


Local 
exiMits. 


S3, 803 
106 
4,831 
14,559 
37,548 
157,294 
18,802 


237,035 


Reexports. 


$4,1W 

644,850 

71,051 

2,996,025 

8,601 

4,203 

490,076 


4,221,006 


TotaL 


18,002 
644, 9S8 

75,883 
8,012,684 

46,153 
161,497 
£08,968 


4,458,043 


The  total  value  of  exports  from  Lourenco  Marquez  during  1908 
was  $2,916,704,  of  which  $2,655,558  was  gold  specie  and  $18,603 
silver  specie  for  the  Transvaal  and  $5,508  gold  specie  for  other 
countries.  The  principal  articles  of  merchandise  exported  were: 
KaflSr  beans,  $55,939,  practically  all  to  the  TVansvaal;  iron  and 
steel  and  manufactures  of,  $22,561,  nearly  all  to  the  Transvaal; 
leather,  $15,601,  of  which  $14,680  is  credited  to  Portugal;  peanuts, 
$27,593,  practically  all  for  the  Transvaal;  staves  and  shooks,  $27,205, 
of  which  $18,252  is  credited  to  Portugal  and  $8,953  to  other  countries. 

During  1908,  569  vessels  of  1,616,045  tons  entered  and  cleared  this 
port,  entering  with  327,758  tons  of  cargo  and  clearing  with  38,858 
tons  of  cargo  and  87,637  tons  of  bunker  coal.  The  number  of  vessels 
representing  the  following  countries  were  as  follows:  United  Kingdom 
260;  Portugal,  207;  Germany,  70;  and  other  countries,  32. 

The  bunker  coal  trade  of  this  port  is  steadily  increasing,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  its  trade  in  this  line  during  the  present  year  will 
amount  to  between  250,000  and  300,000  tons,  as  1^000  tons  a  day 
can  easily  be  supphed  at  an  average  price  of  three  shiUings  (73  cents) 
less  than  is  charged  for  no  better  coal  at  the  nearest  adjacent  port. 
None  of  the  vessels  calling  at  this  port  during  1908  was  American, 
although  25  foreign  vessels  bringing  39,669  tons  of  American  goods 
as  cargo  from  various  American  ports,  but  principally  from  New 
York,  entered  this  port  and  discnarged  their  cargoes  during  the 
year. 

The  exports  of  Lourenco  Marquez  products  are  principally  to  the 
Transvaal  and  to  the  adjacent  British  colonies;  out  the  exports 
from  the  Transvaal,  by  way  of  Lourenco  Marquez  to  over-sea  ports 
consist  mostly  of  base  metals  and  minerals,  such  as  coal,  valued  at 
$403,209;  asbestos,  $40,095;  raw  gold,  $524,246;  lead,  $81,181; 
tin,  $2,120,374;  zinc,  $11,421;  and  other  products,  including  com, 
$47,343.  None  of  tnese  valuable  products  has  been  declared  for 
export  to  the  United  States. 


DEPARTMENT    OF   AGRICULTURE — HARBOR  WORKS. 

Two  years  ago  the  Province  of  Mozambique  was  given  a  lijnited 
measure  of  self-government  under  a  governor-general,  and  a  govern- 
ment council  the  members  of  which  were  partly  appointed  l>y  the 
(>own,  and  partly  elected  by  the  taxpayers  of  tne  Province  of 
Mozambique. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  this  new  government  was  to  pass  the  neces- 
sary laws  establishing  a  department  of  agriculture  for  this  Province. 
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An  experienced  American  scientific  agriculturist  was  named  as  di- 
rector of  agriculture  ancl  chief  of  the  department,  and  he  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office  a  little  over  a  year  ago.  During  the 
short  time  he  has  held  office  he  has  organized  his  department  and 
acco^lpUshed  a  vast  amount  of  important  work,  the  results  of  which 
will  be  plainly  evident  in  the  future. 

Under  his  direction  the  work  of  locust  extermination  has  been 
successfullv  carried  on  in  Zambezia  and  in  the  Lourenco  Marquez 
district,  while  in  these  and  in  other  parts  of  the  country  much  val- 
uable work  in  connection  with  the  diseases  of  live  stock  has  been 
done  by  the  veterinarians  under  his  direction. 

The  department  of  public  works  has  been  greatly  strengthened 
under  the  new  government,  with  one  of  the  most  eminent  Portuguese 
engineers  as  its  chief.  During  the  past  vear  this  department  pur- 
chased in  Durban  a  large  bucket  dredge  that  had  been  used  success- 
fully there  for  a  few  vears  and  employed  it  to  dredge  out  the  small 
mud  bank  in  the  Polana  channel  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of 
Lourenco  Marquez.  It  is  intended  to  continue  dredging  until  a  chan- 
nel 30  feet  deep  has  been  obtained  between  the  inner  harbor  and  the 
deep  water  in  the  seaward  part  of  Lourenco  Marquez  Bav. 

In  the  inner  harbor  there  has  been  little  done  during  the  past  year 
toward  wharf  extension,  principally  because  of  lack  of  funds;  but 
this  latter  difficulty  seems  to  have  been  provided  for  in  one  of  the 
articles  of  the  convention  recently  concluded  between  Mozambique 
and  the  Transvaal,  and  the  plans  for  a  further  extension  of  the  main 
wharf  are  now  completed  and  work  upon  this  will  soon  begin.  This 
extension  will  be  built  of  solid  concrete,  with  foundations  laid  by 
means  of  cofferdams  of  steel  sheet  piling,  for  which  the  director  of  ' 

nMic  works  is  in  treaty  with  the  Transvaal  representatives  of  an 
erican  firm  making  a  specialtv  of  supplying  such  steel  sheet  piling. 
The  extension  of  the  wharf  will  be  about  640  yards  in  length.  In 
addition  to  this  machinery  the  government  will  require  perhaps  a 
dozen  electric  cranes,  with  a  capacity  of  5  to  20  tons,  and  one  vith  a 
capacity  of  50  to  100  tons. 

SWAZILAND   RAILWAY — TRADE   OPPORTUNrTIES. 

In  the  articles  of  the  new  convention  between  Mozambique  and  the 
Transvaal,  which  was  signed  on  April  1,  1909,  there  is  no  mention 
of  any  provision  for  the  extension  of  the  Swaziland  Railway,  the 
Portuguese  section  of  which  is  now  practically  completed.  Although 
another  article  of  the  convention  limits  the  amount  of  traffic  that 
the  Lourenco  Marquez  Railway  may  handle  destined  for  the  Johan- 
nesburg mining  area  to  between  50  per  cent  and  66  per  cent,  another 
clause  will  have  the  effect  of  sending  practically  all  of  the  rapidly 
growing  export  trade  of  the  Transvaal  in  metals  and  in  com,  wool, 
and  skins  tnrough  the  port  of  Lourenco  Marquez. 

The  Transvaal  government  is  also  pledged  to  further  railway  con- 
struction in  its  own  country  that  will  tend  to  develop  more  traffic  to 
feed  the  Lourenco  Marquez  Railway  line.  When  the  union  of 
British  South  Africa  has  been  accomplished  with  Swaziland^  now 
under  imperial  jurisdiction,  incorporated  therein,  the  completion  of 
the  remaining  section  of  the  Swaziland  Railway  line,  which  is  the 
missing  link  m  the  chain  of  railway  communications  that  will  put 
Johannesburg  within  ten  or  eleven  hours  of  the  coast,  is  very  likely  to 
engage  the  early  attention  of  the  United  South  African  government. 
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A  country  such  as  the  Province  of  Mozambique  which  abready 
possesses  a  trade  valued  at  over  $55,000,000  per  annum,  a  trade  that 
IS  increasing  at  such  a  rate  that  it  has  doubled  in  the  past  seven  years, 
is  worthy  of  careful  study  and  consideration  by  all  .Ajnerican  business 
men  who  are  interested  m  the  import  or  export  trade  with  southern 
Africa,  as  the  mineral  and  agricultural  possibilities  of  this  province 
are  enormous  and  need  only  encouragement,  enterprise,  ana  capital 
to  develop  them  and  to  build  up  a  lucrative  export  trade,  ana  an 
increased  import  trade  will  follow  as  a  naturtd  consequence. 

The  total  value  of  declared  exports  from  the  Provmce  of  Mozam- 
bique during  1908  was  $76,344,  against  $95,511  for  1907,  the  articles 
bemg  mangrove  bark,  valued  at  $67,565;  household  goods  and  effects, 
$100;  and  returned  American  goods,  $8,679. 

TRIPOLI-IN-BARBARY. 

REVIEW   OF   TRADE  CONDITIONS. 
By  Consul  William  Coffin,  Tripou  City. 

Owing  to  poor  crops,  1908  was  an  unfavorable  busines&i  year  in 
Tripoli.  The  prices  of  the  necessities  of  life  were  hi^h,  there  was 
Uttie  money  in  circulation,  and  the  commercial  situation  in  general 
was  unsatisfactory.  The  latter  part  of  the  year  saw  a  great  deal  of 
suffering  among  the  poorer  classes.  The  crops  of  1909  are  little 
better  tnan  those  of  1908,  and  as  the  stores  of  foodstuffs  carried  over 
from  1907  are  now  exhausted,  the  vilayet  has  nothing  to  fall  back 
*  on  and  there  is  sure  to  be  a  great  deal  of  distress  in  the  country  db- 
tricts.    There  is  no  prospect  of  general  impovement  until  1910. 

There  are  no  statistics  available  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  13, 
1908,  and  it  is  therefore  necessary  to  make  a  comparison  with  the 
last  available  fibres,  which  cover  the  calendar  year  1907.  The  total 
foreign  trade  or  the  vilayet  for  the  calendar  year  1907  amounted  to 
$4,820,368,  of  which  the  imports  were  valued  at  $2,153,494  and  the 
exports  $2,666,874.  The  total  trade  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March 
13,  1909,  is  estimated  at  $3,715,239,  the  imports  amounting  to 
$2^4,256  and  the  exports  $1,080,983. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  and  the  exports  from  Tripoli-ia- 
Barbary,  by  countries,  ror  the  calendar  year  1907  and  the  fiscal  year 
ended  March  13,  1909,  was  as  follows: 


Country. 


Imports. 


1907. 


190»-0. 


RjqKMTtS. 


1907. 


190&«L 


AustriapHungary 

Egypt 

France  and  Tunisia 

Germany 

Greece 

Italy 

Turkey 

United  Kingdom  and  Malta.. 
All  other  ooontrfes 


1374,618 


S18,482 
92p447 


440,812 
323,661 
440,304 
159,225 


teg,  476 

670,031 
96,180 

im 

537,414 

assaooo 

787,664 
43,047 


114,060 

309,708 

281,687 

41,406 

25,090 

100,684 

277; 634 

1,213,006 

304.747 


134^  7M 


230,964 

LI,  on 

6,99S 


Total. 


2,163,494 


2,684,256 


2,666,874 


1.0 


a  Estimated. 
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a  growing  trade. 

The  trade  of  Tripoli  is  growing  slowly,  but  in  the  past  years  this 
has  been  oflfset  by  the  gradual  loss  of  the  transit  trade  to  the  Sudan. 
The  cavaran  trade,  formerly  the  mo$t  important  factor  in  TripoU's 
business,  has  greatly  diminished,  and  the  further  improvement  of 
water  and  rail  routes  to  Central  Africa  from  nearer  seaboards  seems 
bound  to  throw  Tripoli,  for  the  future,  upon  the  resources  of  its 
agricultural  products  and  mineral  wealth,  the  value  of  the  latter 
being  practically  unknown. 

ImpMorts  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  Malta  showed  an  increase 
of  $338,250,  due  partly  to  the  increased  textile  purchases,  while 
exports  thereto  declined  $729,054,  caused  by  the  decreased  shipments 
of  barley  and  esparto  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  cattle  to  Malta. 
There  is  no  douot  that  the  figures  for  the  trade  with  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Malta  are  greater  than  the  actual  commerce  between 
the  countries.  It  is  impossible  to  analyze  the  figures  intelligently, 
but  much  of  the  merchandise  transshipped  at  Malta  and  credited  to 
that  port  originates  in  other  than  Britisn  countries. 

The  imports  from  Austria-Hungary  decreased  from  $374,613  to 
$60,476,  due  chiefly  to  the  temporary  unpopularity  of  Austrian 
goods. 

The  trade  with  France  and  Tunisia  showed  an  increase  of  $356,599 
in  imports.  This  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  imports  from  Belgium 
disappeared  in  1908  and  have  seemingly  been  included  with  those 
from  French  ports.  Another  reason  is  that  France  secured  a  good 
deal  of  the  business  lost  by  Austria-Hungary. 

Italy  showed  an  increase  in  imports  of  $96,602.  The  imports  from 
this  country,  which  is  making  tne  strongest  bid  for  TripoU's  trade, 
amoimted  to  $293,360  in  1904  and  in  1908  to  $537,414. 

The  shipments  of  sheep,  camels,  and  donkeys  to  Egypt,  which 
amounted  to  $399,703  in  1907,  disappeared  in  1908.  On  the  other 
hand,  imports  from  Egypt,  which  in  1907  were  included  under  "other 
countries,''  amounted  to  $87,687  in  1908,  due  to  the  importation  of 
Saigon  and  Rangoon  rice  by  way  of  Egyptian  ports. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  for  1907  were  valued  at  $94,570, 
while  none  is  riven  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  13,  1909.  The 
trade  is  entirely  in  skins,  and  the  shipments  for  that  year  seem  to 
have  been  included  in  the  exports  to  Italy  and  France,  where  they 
were  transshipped.  The  value  of  skins  invoiced  for  the  United  States 
at  this  consulate  from  September  12,  1908,  to  March  13,  1909,  was 
$6,994.  A  few  shipments  were  made  before  September,  but  their 
value  is  not  ascertamable. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

The  principal  article  of  import  into  and  export  from  the  Vilayet 
during  the  calendar  year  1907  and  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  13, 
1909,  are  shown  in  the  statement  following. 
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Articles. 


1907. 


1906-0. 


Articles. 


1907. 


1906-4. 


IMPORTS. 

Breadstufb 

Charcoal,  etc 

Colonial  produce 

Fruits  and  vegetables. , 

QIass,  stone,  and  marble 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures 
of: 

Hardware  and  metals 

Machinery 

Leather  and  hides 

Oils: 

Illuminating 

Other 

Paper  and  cardboard 

Silver  in  bars  and  ornaments. . 

Spirits,  wine,  etc 

Sugar,  tea,  and  coffee 

Textiles ...................... 

Tobacco 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 

Furniture 

Timber , 


1351,260 
36,284 
40,916 
41,405 
17,756 


65,234 
13,124 
41,302 

25,476 

63,304 

23,546 

83,183 

17,563 

373,455 

538,663 

196,211 

12,352 
26,248 


$465,016 
26,005 


66,658 
61,627 


117,635 
8,923 
30,705 

36,804 
67,985 
24,885 
9,624 
30,009 
585,139 
049,060 


45,275 


BXPOBT8. 


Animals,  living 

Barley 

Eggs 

Esparto  grass 

Feathers,  ostrich 

Fruit 

Henna. 

Ivory 

Matting 

Olive  and  date  stones. . 
Provisions: 

Butter 

Poultry  and  game. 

Skins 

Sponges 

Wool  and  woolens 


$418,617 

802,880 

80,095 

326,170 

50,180 

14,282 

32,810 

8,685 

50,830 


64,040 

14,475 

137,995 

212,300 

142,820 


$75,205 
67,443 
102,657 
250,530 
42,676 
15,862 
57,246 
14,481 


30,175 

157 

1,814 

50,841 

86,204 

15,775 


Of  the  imports,  increases  were  shown  in  breadstuffs  amounting  to 
$113,756;  sugar,  tea,  and  coflFee,  $211,684;  textiles,  $110,406;  glass, 
stone,  and  marble,  $43,871;  and  hardware  and  metals,  $52,401. 
Illuminating  oil  also  increased  $11,328,  this  being  American  oil, 
shipped  by  wav  of  Italy  and  Malta,  and  the  only  item  of  American 
imports  traceable. 

The  decreases  in  exports  were  mostly  in  agricultural  products. 
Barley,  amounting  in  1907  to  $802,880,  fell  to  $67,443,  and  even  this 
represents  stocks  of  grain  carried  over  from  1907.  Living  animals 
fell  from  $418,617  to  $75,205.  Much  of  the  live  stock  starved  to 
death.  Esparto  dropped  from  $326,170  to  $250,530,  not  because  of 
a  crop  failure,  but  chiefly  because  of  a  scarcity  of  camels  to  transport 
it  to  the  coast.  Sappan  wood,  of  which  $71,410  worth  was  exported 
in  1907,  does  not  appear  in  1908.  Skins  showed  a  loss  of  $78,154. 
This  trade  was  directly  affected  by  the  American  market.  Sponges 
showed  a  heavy  loss,  due  not  so  much  to  a  poor  catch  as  to  an  unfavor- 
able European  market. 

The  items  of  export  showing  an  increase  are  very  few.  lEggs  ad- 
vanced from  $80,095  to  $102,657;  henna  from  $32,810  to  $67,246, 
and  ivory  from  $8,685  to  $14,481. 

TRADE   Wrra  THE   UNrTED   STATES. 

Trade  with  the  United  States  has  been  largely  in  favor  of  Tripoli. 
There  was  a  considerable  movement  in  skins  up  to  a  couple  of  years 
ago  J  but  the  trade  has  been  greatly  curtailed  by  the  competition  of 
India  skins,  commercial  depression  in  the  Umted  State®,  and  by 
xmsatisfactory  trade  methoas  here.  American  importers  complain 
that  Tripoli  skins  can  not  be  depended  upon  for  uniformity  in  either 
quaUty  or  price.  The  trade  is  Deginning  to  show  signs  or  reviving, 
but  the  impression  among  Tripoli  merchants  is  that  the  United  States 
now  buys  here  only  w^hen  the  market  is  short  elsewhere. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  are  insignificant.  The  kero- 
sene oil  comes  from  the  United  States  by  way  of  Italy  and  Malta. 
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Indirect  imports  of  manufactured  goods  are  small.  There  is  a  market 
in  Tripoli  for  innumerable  articles  of  American  manufacture,  but  the 
diflBculties  of  distance,  the  American  system  of  foreign  credits,  the 
absence  of  traveling  salesmen  and  consequent  inabihty  to  buy  from 
samples  place  the  United  States  under  a  heavy  disadvantage. 

A  prominent  merchant  of  Tripoli  called  at  the  consulate  a  s^ort  time 
ago  and  while  looking  over  the  catalogue  file  expressed  the  opinion 
that  many  of  the  goods  represented  could  find  a  sale  in  Tripoli.  He 
said: 

Why  is  it  that  you  so  seldom  see  American  houses  established  in  places  like  Tripoli? 
I  have  traveled  a  good  deal  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  although  I  have  seen  man^ 
£ngliBh,  German,  French,  and  other  firms  established  in  foreign  towns,  importing  their 
own  goolds  and  buying  the  coimtry's  products,  I  do  not  remember  ever  havins;  seen  an 
American  house  thus  engaged.  If  tnere  Was  an  American  merchant  here  he  could 
buy  skins,  ostrich  feathers,  and  esparto  grass  for  America,  and  he  could  sell  here  your 
flour  and  cotton  goods  and  many  of  the  manufactured  articles  I  see  in  your  catalogues. 
Do  you  think  that  Tripoli  merchants  are  ^ing  to  order  American  goods  they  have 
never  seen  and  pay  cash  before  shipment,  without  somebody  to  persuade  them  to  do  it? 

The  obvious  opportunities  for  an  increase  in  American  exports  to 
Tripoli  are  in  the  lines  of  flour  and  cotton  goods.     These  staples  are 

f)urchased  largely  every  year,  the  imports  of  flour  increasing  when 
ocal  harvests  are  poor.  This  office  has  several  times  reported  upon 
these  trade  opportunities,  and  desires  to  reiterate  that  the  chief 
obstacle  to  the  commencement  of  business  is  .the  iron-clad  American 
terms  of  cash  before  the  goods  leave  the  United  States.  That  is  an 
obstacle  which  American  exporters  can  remove  whenever  it  pleases 
them  to  do  so,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  perceptible  reason  why  better 
terms  would  be  any  more  riskv  for  them  than  for  the  many  European 
merchants  now  selling  goods  here. 

AGRICTn.TURE — ^MINERAL  RESOUKCES. 

The  commercial  attachfi  of  the  ItaUan  consulate-general  at  Tripoli 
estimates  that  Tripoli's  total  area  is  375,119  square  miles,  of  which 
225,073  square  miles  are  sterile  and  150,046  tillable,  the  total  area 
under  cultivation  being  less  than  22,506  square  miles.  Assuming 
the  accuracy  of  these  figures,  there  are  127,540  square  miles  of  tillable 
land  lying  fallow  in  the  district.  Even  the  restricted  area  of  cultiva- 
tion could  be  ^eatly  improved  by  modem  farming  methods.  A  good 
harvest  here  is  one  that  will  yield  500,000  hectoliters  (hectoUter»= 
2.838  bushels),  and  750,000  hectoliters  is  considered  an  abundant 
harvest,  but  the  phenomenal  crop  of  1907  produced  nearly  2,000,000 
hectoliters.  Witn  more  settlers  and  intelligent  methods,  the  country 
could  be  restored  to  something  like  the  fertility  and  richness  it  had 
under  Roman  occupation. 

The  mineral  resources  of  the  country  are  practically  unknown.  A 
party  of  French  engineers  has  made  a  prospecting  trip  to  certain  parts 
of  the  districts  of  Jebel  and  Khoms,  and  wnile  the  results  of  the  expe- 
dition have  not  been  made  public,  it  is  known  that  phosphate  de- 
posits were  found.  If  they  have  any  commercial  value  their  exploita- 
tion would  add  considerably  to  the  wealth  of  the  country  and  would 
also  mean  the  construction  of  a  railway  and  the  opening  up  of  at 
least  one  section  of  the  interior. 
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TONNAGE   OF  THE   PORT — PUBLIC    IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  total  tonnage  entered  and  cleared  at  the  port  of  Tripoli  for  the 
calendar  year  1908  amounted  to  361,391  tons,  a  decrease  of  55,036 
tons  from  1907.  This  was  due  to  the  reduced  exports  of  barley  and 
esparto  in  cargo  steamers  and  also  to  the  exclusion  from  the  1908 
statistics  of  small  sailing  vessels  under  20  tons.  The  regular  passenger 
and  freight  lines  calling  at  Tripoli  showed  Uttle  change  with  the 
exception  of  the  Italian  steamers,  the  number  of  whicn  increased 
from  137  in  1907  to  183  in  1908.  T^dth  a  gain  of  39,445  tons. 

The  port  is  an  open  one  ana  the  harbor  will  admit  only  vessels 
drawing  19  feet  or  under.  Ships  discharge  and  load  at  their  anchor- 
ages. There  is  one  jetty  for  tne  esparto  and  bariey  trade,  but  it  is 
approachable  only  by  lighters.  During  bad  weather  in  the  winter 
time  it  frequently  happens  that  vessels  can  land  neither  mails  nor 
cargo.  The  town  suffers  much  from  this  inconvenience.  It  is  said 
that  negotiations  are  under  way  between  the  TuiWsh  Government 
and  an  Italian  company  for  a  concession  to  build  the  port.  The 
undertaking  would  not  be  difficult  or  expensive  as  rocks  on  the  western 
side  of  the  harbor  form  the  beginning  or  a  breakwater  and  there  is  not 
much  dredging  to  be  done. 

The  most  urgently  needed  public  undertaking  seems  to  be  the  con- 
struction of  a  system  of  irrigation.  The  greater  part  of  the  Vilayet 
now  depends  for  its  crops  on  the  rainfall,  and  in  this  semiarid  re^on 
there  are  often  crop  failures.  The  proposal  to  bore  artesian  wells  nas 
been  favorably  considered  by  the  provmcial  assembly  and  some  time 
ago  it  was  reported  that  this  work  would  be  undertaken  at  once  at 
the  expense  or  the  vilayet. 

Well-directed  expenditure  of  pubUc  money  would  work  miracles  in 
Tripoli,  but  the  Government  has  many  obstacles  to  overcome;  the 
chief,  perhaps,  is  the  difficulty  of  finding  the  money  to  expend. 
Another  is  the  conservativeness  of  the  native  and  his  inherent  preju- 
dice against  innovations.  It  would  be  a  lon^  and  arduous  task  to 
induce  him  to  change  his  ancient  methods  of  tilling  the  soil,  and  yet, 
with  inteUigeiit  methods  of  cultivation  and  crop  rotation,  even  without 
irrigation,  it  is  possible  that  the  vilayet  would  never  have  to  face  the 
starvation  years  from  which  it  has  often  suffered. 
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live  stock  imports 24 

lumber  industry 28 

minerals,  output 29 

motor  boats,  demand 23 

Nelson,  trade  and  Industries 21 

paper  manufacture 19 

railroad  construction 28 

timber  lands,  acreage 20,26 

Vancouver,  trade  conditions 17 

Victoria,  industries 23 

British  East  Africa.    See  Protectorates. 

British  Ouiana,  rice  cultivation 341 

trade  review 338 

British  Honduras,  freight  service  to  New 

York 208 

mahogany  exports 206 

railway,  completion 208 

trade  review 206 

British  India,  agricultural  experiment  sta- 
tions       545 

Bombay,  trade  and  industries 532 

Calcutta,  industries 540 

chemicals.  Imports 535 

coal  trade 527,536 

cotton  and  cotton  goods,  imports. .  527,536,541 

Industry 529,530,530 

foodstuffs ,  unports 526, 538 

forestry  area 546 

hardware,  market 628, 634 

hides  and  skins,  exports 531,536 

Iron  and  steel,  imports 628,536 

iute  and  manufactures,  Industry 629 
Krosene  oil.  Imports 527, 536 

locomotives,  shipments 529, 535 

lac  industry 531 

live  stock,  number 545 

machinery,  trade 528, 535 

Madras,  foreign  trade 543 

opium  exports 532 

paper  industry 642 

railway  material,  imports 529,535 

rice  and  wheat  crops 532 

seeds,  shipments 531 ,  539 

silk  goods,  trade 528,538 

sugar  and  molasses,  imports 525, 534 

tea  production 530 

tobacco  manufactures,  trade 526 

trade  conditions 524 

wool  exports 530 
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British  North  Borneo,  India-rubber  Industry .  556 

tobacco  cultivation 556 

trade  review 566 

British  Sudan,  trade  and  industries 783 

British  South  Africa,  diamonds,  exports 744 

foodstuffs,  Imi>orts 733,737 

gold  output 732 

machin^,  tiade 742 

trade  review 732 

travelers' licenses,  oo8t 745 

See  aUo  names  of  colonies. 

British  West  Alrica.    See  names  of  colonies. 

Brownhlll,  D.  J.  (consular  agent,  Townsvllle, 

Queensland),  trade  conditions 700 

Bucklin,  O.  A.,  Jr.  (consul,  San  Luis  Potosl), 

trade  conditions 192 

Building  material,  China,  Imi>orts 406 

Jamaica,  trade 267 

Madagascar,  Imports 806 

Building  oi>eratIons,  Canada 11,38 

China /TTrTr. 428 

Mexico 147, 1« 

Ontario 83,86,88,100 

Panama ??^ 

Burma,  cotton  cultivation... 562 

cotton  goods.  Imports 540,551 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures,  imports 549 

machinery,  trade 551 

oil,  output 553 

Rangoon,  trade 564 

rioe  cultivation 551 

silk  goods.  Imports 549,551 

tobacco  cultivation 552 

trade  review 548 

Butter,  Australia,  output 601 

See  alto  Dairy  prodocts. 

Cacao,  Cuba,  cultivation 255 

Dominican  Republic,  exiHMts 280 

5eealw  Cocoa. 

Caldicott,  C.  H.  H.  (consular  agent,  Salaverry , 

Peru),  trade  conditions 376 

Caldwell,  J.  C.  (consul,  Ban  Jose,  Costa  Rica), 

trade  review 300 

Call,  B.  N.  (consular  agent,  Newcastle,  New 

Brunswick),  trade 44 

Camphor,  China,  manufiicture 459 

Japan,  industry 586,588 

Canada,  area  under  cultivation 5 

banks  and  banking,  deposits 11 

beefHJUgar  production 9 

building  operations 11,36 

crops,  yield  per  acre 5 

electrioil  supplies,  trade 62 

elevators  for  storing  grain. 35 

fish  and  flaneries,  catch 6 

forestry,  acreage 8 

Franco-Canadun  treaty 8 

railroads,  government  project 34 

government  ownership  of  telephones. 36 

nants,  beet^ugar  Industry 9 

immisration,  statistics. 7 

British  and  American  trade 11 

loans  to  farmers 35 

mineral  deposits. 37 

public  debt 10 

railway  statistics 7 

review  of  trade  conditions 5 

rural  mail  delivery,  extension 9 

strikes,  number  Involved 9 

subsidKS,  amount 8 

sugar  consumption 9 

wireless  stations,  equipping 27 

See  also  names  of  i^ovinoes. 

Canada,  W.  W.  (consul,  Veracrux,  Mextoo), 

foreign  trade 301 

Canned  fruits,  British  South  Africa,  market. .  739 

Canned  meats,  British  South  Africa,  imports.  739 

Cape  Colony,  diamonds,  exports. 751 

irrigation  scheme 754 

Port  Elisabeth,  foreign  trade 754 

trade  review 747 

Carter,  J.  O.  (consul,  Tamatave,  Madagascar), 
foreign  trade 806,809 

Cassia,  China,  exports 64 

Hongkong,  trade 519 

Cattle  disease.  Natal,  ravages 758 
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Cement,  China,  output 472 

Manchuria,  manufiBCture 507 

Portuguese  East  Africa,  imports 832 

Central  America.    See  names  of  States. 

Cereals,  Ontario,  acreage  planted 102 

See  also  Otopa;  Foodstuffs. 

Ceylon,  railroad  construction 559 

rubber  cultivation 660 

tea  exports 569 

trade  conditions 558 

Chamberlain,  O.  A.  (consul,  Femambuoo, 

Brazil),  trade  and  industries 323 

Cbamberlin,  O.  E.  (vice-consul -general, 
Singapore,  Straits  Settlements),  trade  re- 
view   562,565 

Chandler,  C.  L.  (vice-consul,  Montevideo, 


^  Uruguay),  afjjcultunil  resources., 


Cheese,    see  Dairy  jproducts. 

Chemicals.  British  Columbia,  manufacture . .       20 

British  India,  Imports 635 

Japan,  trade 577,503 

Cheney,  £.  H.  (consul,  WiUemstad,  (Xiragao), 
trade  conditions 275 

ChUe,  (3artagena,  foreign  trade 364 

coal  consumption 348 

harbor  improvements 349 

Iquique,  trade 352 

irrigation,  development 347 

nitrate  exports 340,352 

publicdei&t 348 

Punta  Arenas,  trade 353 

railway  improvements. 350 

trade  review 343 

Valparaiso,  exports 354 

Chilton,  R.  8.,  Jr.  (consul,  Toronto,  Ontario), 
industrial  oondloons 96 

China,  American  insurance  companies 447 

Amoy,  foreign  trade 414 

banks,  remittances 415,419 

bristles,  exjMrts 44 1 

condensed  milk  imports 458 

building  material,  trade 406 

(Canton,  trade  oonditfons 420 

cassia  exports 424 

Chefoo,  foreign  trade 428 

coal  output 471,478 

cotton  goods,  trade 408,413,423 

cotton  bidustiv 407,451 

fibers,  cultivation 460 

fireworks  industry 424 

flour  trade 408,413,417,457 

Foochow,  imports  and  exports 435 

foodstuffs,  imports 406 

freteht  rates,  ooal 466 

Sla  mining 472 
ankow.  trade  conditions 437 

hides,  shipments 441 

household  effects,  inports 460 

Immigration  and  emigration 461 

improving  postal  service 411 

oils,  imports. .  406,417,425,432,439,460,455,460,475 

meat-packing  industry 444 

mines,  outout 412 

municipal  improvements,  project 420 

Nanking,  fordgn  trade 445 

opium.  Imports 416,423,451,458 

poppy  trade 413 

portduUes 419,428,434,443,463,462 

raUways,  progress 410, 419, 427, 454, 470, 477 

raUway  materials,  trade 406,444,472 

registering  trade-marks 454 

rice  crops. 408 

Shanghai,  trade  conditions 447 

silk  industry 407,427,433 

steel  industry 443 

street  railways,  completion 454 

sugar  imports 445 

Swatow,  foreign  trade 454 

tea  exports 442,462 

telegraph  rates,  reduction 411 

Tientsm,  trade  and  industries 463 

trade  extension 414,426 

trade  review 403 

trade  with  Philippine  Islands 408 

Tsingtau,  trade  review 474 

woolen  and  cotton  goods,  supply 405 

See  aiso  UanchuTi&;  Hongkong. 
C!der,  Mexico,  demand 162 
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Cigarettes,  China,  output 472 

Korea,  consumption 620 

Manchuria,  imports 479,601 

See  aUo  Tobacco  manuftetures. 
Clancy,  M.  J.  (vice-consul,  Blueflelds,  Ntea- 

ragua),  declared  exports 218 

Clare,  A.  J.  (consul,  Georgetown,  British 

Quiana) ,  trade  review 338 

Clothing,  Australia,  imports 685 

Jamaksa.  market 267 

Cloud,  F.  D.  fvice-consul-ffeneral,  Mukden. 

Manchuria),  trade  conditions 478,487 

Coal,  Australia,  output 692 

Bradl,  imports 322 

British  India,  trade 627,536 

British  South  Africa,  output 732 

Ceylon ,  imi>orts 569 

Chile ,  consumptfon. 348 

China,  output 412,471,478 

Egypt,  market 790 

Hongkong,  consumptfon 517 

Jamafoa,  trade 288 

Japan,  output 612 

Manchuria,  shipments 602 

Natal.industry 768 

New  Brunswick,  output 43,46 

Nova  Scotia,  trade 56, 57 ,  68 

Panama,  Imports. 226, 227 

Portuguese  East  Africa,  imports 834 

Russia  In  Asia,  quality 628 

Straits  Settlements,  trade 660 

See  alto  Minerals;  Mines  and  mining. 

Coca  leaves,  Peru,  exports 377 

Cocoa,  Dutch  Gu&na,  productfon 342 

£ouador,crop 368 

Oold  Coast  and  Ashanti,  production 729 

Samoa,  industry 715 

See  also  Cacao. 
Ckx»anuts,  Federated  Malay  States,  cultiva- 
tion   564 

Cocoons.  Persia,  trade 624 

(Coffee,  Arabia,  exports 402 

Brazil,  shipments 315, 329 

Dutch  East  Indies,  production 572 

Dutch  Guiana,  ouqmt 342 

Salvador  crop 229 

Santo  Domingo,  cultivation 289 

Coffin,  H.  P.  (consul,  Mazatlan,  Mexico), 

trade 181 

Coffin,  William  (consul,  Tripoli  ( Ity,  TripoU- 

in-Barbary),  trade  review 836 

Co\Le,  Nova  Scotia 55 

(^la.  Sierra  Leone,  cultivation 731 

Colombia,  banana  cultivation 357, 363 

BarranqulUa,  foreign  trade 361 

cotton  growing 357 

mining  conditions 359 

municipal  improvements 361 

railway  extension 360 

trade  review 355 

Commercial  travelers.  Natal,  privilege  tax . . .  764 

Concessions,  Mexico,  land 159 

Convention,  Ontario,  com  growing 103 

Copra,  Society  Islands,  output 718, 722 

(3om,  Natal,  production 758 

Cost,  Australia,  standardize  railway  gauge. . .  688 

British  India,  road  repairing 544 

Canada,  government  telephones 36 

railroad  construction 7,34 

rural-delivery  service 10 

terminal  facilities,  Halifax 60 

Hongkong,  railway  extension 514 

Manchuria,  maintenance  of  schools 486 

railway  construction 488 

Mexico,  custom-house 195 

Irrigation  project 157 

terminal  station 203 

New  Brunswick,  railroad  shops 42 

Ontario,  concrete  dam 90 

deepening  Livingstone  Channel 102 

See  also  Prices. 

Cost  of  living,  Panama,  Increase 225 

Russia  In  Asia 637 

Cold-storage  plant,  Halifax,  construction 56 

Cole,  O.  C.  (consul,  Dawson,  Yukon  Terri- 
tory), exports 124 

Conant,  H.  A.  (consul,  Windsor,  Ontario), 

trade  and  Industries 99 
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Conner,  J.  E.  (oonsul,  Saigon,  French  Indo- 
china), trade  review 821 

Corn,  Brazil,  cultivation 332 

Mexico,  production IflO 

Xova  Scotia,  supply 63 

Ontario,  crop ^lOS 

Com  growing,  convention,  Ontario 103 

Costa  Rica,  banana  Industry 211 

Port  Limon,  imports  and  exports 212 

railway  extension 211 

trade  review 209 

Cotton,  British  India,  Imports 527 

Industry 529,630,639 

Burma,  cultivation 562 

China,  Industry 407,461 

Colombia,  cultivation 367 

Egypt,  area  under  cultivation.  785, 788, 793, 797 

Japan ,  Im  ports 596, 602, 615 

Mexico,  industry 169, 190 

Nova  Scotia,  imports 65 

Ontario,  consumption 78 

Persia,  exports 623 

Peru ,  shipments 873 

Quebec,  consumption 112 

Sudan,  cultivation 783 

Turkey  in  Asia,  industrv 673 

Cotton  manufactures,  Algeria,  market 801 

Arabia,  trade 401 

Barbados,  market 262 

British  India,  imporU 527,536,541 

Industry 630 

Burma,  imports 549,651 

China,  trade 405,408,418 

Hongkong,  Imports. 516 

Japan,  output 615 

Manchuria,  trade 479,490,497,510 

Morocco,  imports 820 

Persia,  market 623 

Portuguese  East  Africa,  trade..  826,827,828,832 

Turkey  in  Asia,  imports. 6U2,678 

Uganda,  market 779 

Zanzibar,  trade 780 

See  alto  Textiles. 

Cotton  oil,  Turkey  in  Asia,  output 656 

Cotton  seed,  Peru,  shipments 878 

Cotton-seed  oil,  Japan,  market 613 

Turkey  hi  Asia,  trade 679 

Credits,  China,  extension 413 

Crops,  Alberta 14 

Algeria 804 

Australia 688 

Canada 6 

Manitoba 30,32 

Mexico 139,144,165,170 

New  Brunswick 48,49 

New  South  Wales 696 

Nova  Scotia 66 

Ontario 85 

Prince  Edward  Island 104 

Russia  In  Asia 627 

See  al$o  Cereals;  Foodstuffs;  Grain;  Pota- 
toes; Wheat. 

Cuba,  banking  facilities 250 

cacao  cultivation 255 

Cienfuegos.  trade  condittons 248 

electric  railways 250 

existing  conditions 242 

foodstuffs,  imports 238 

fruit  productions 255 

harbor  faclUties 248 

hemp  culture 249 

household  goods,  shipping 252 

immigration,  number 242 

iron  ore,  development 241, 256 

passport,  reauirement 247 

Santiago,  industries 253 

sugar  production 240, 248, 253 

taxation,  readjustment 235 

terms  of  payments 262 

textiles,  imports * 238 

tobacco  exports 240,248,254 

trade  review 233 

Cuba  and  U nited  States,  reciprocal  tariffs 238 

Cunningham,  E.  S.  (consul,  Durban,  Natal), 

trade  and  industries 757 

Curasao,  trade 275 

Currency.  China,  complication 461, 463 

M  anchuria ,  medium  of  exchange 481 

Cutch,  Burma,  industry 662 
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Dairy  prodtict8,Brtti8h  Colombia,  returns...  24 

Manitoba,  indui^ 32 

New  Brunswick,  production 50 

New  South  Wales,  output 696 

Ontario.industry 78,85.92 

PilDce  Edward  Island,  trade 105 

See  aI$o  Butter. 
Damm,  H.  C.  A.  (consul,  (Cornwall,  Ontario), 

trade  and  industries 78 

Dates,  British  India,  imports 533 

Turkey  in  Asia,  crop 654 

Davies,  J.  R.  (consular  agent,  Pictou,  Nova 

Scotia),  imports 74 

Deal,  Charles  (consul,  St.  John's,  Quebec), 

trade 121 

Debbas,  John  (vice-consul,  Mersine,  Turkey 

in  Asia),  industrial  conditions 673 

Debt,  public.  Canada. 10 

Deiehman,  C.  F.  (consul,  Formosa,  Japan), 

foreign  trade 587 

Demers,  P.  P.  (consul,  Bahia,  Brazil),  im- 
ports and  expoits 316 

Denby,  CTharles  (consul-general,  Shanghai, 

(^hina),  trade  conditions 447 

Denison,  F.  C.  (consul,  Femie,  Brltlsli  Co- 
lumbia,) imports  and  exports 15 

Dennison,  E.  H.  (oonsul,  Bombay,  British 

India),  trade  and  Industries 532 

De  Young,  D.  P.  (vice-consul,  Santos,  Braxli), 

trade  conditions 332 

Diamonds,  British  South  Africa,  exporU 744 

Cape  Colony,  production 751 

TransvaaLlndustry 769 

Dietrich,  H.  R.  (consul-general,  OuayaquU, 

Ecuador),  trade  review 36$ 

DiU,  H.  P.  (consul,  Orillia,  Ontario),  trade. .  87 

Dividends,  Siam,  tramways 643 

Dock,  floating  dry,  Portuguese  East  Africa. 

negotiations 833 

Dominican  Republic,  banana  shipments 289 

cacao,  exports 289 

coffee  cultivation 289 

Puerto  Plata,  forel0Q  trade 280 

sugar  exports * 287 

tobacco,  shipments 289 

trade  review 286 

Donaldson,  Chester  (consul.   Port  limoo, 

Costa  Rica),  Imports  and  exports 212 

Doty,  W.  F.  (consul,  Tabriz,  Persia),  tnde 

review 622 

Dreher,  J.  D.  (consul,Tahitl, Society  Islands), 

foreign  trade 716 

Drius,  British  India,  industry 539 

Canada,  trade 62 

Jamaica,  Imports 268 

Duncan,  J.  O.  (consular  agent,  Wellington, 

New  Zealand),  trade  oondltlons 712 

Dutch    East    indies,   petroleum    oil,   im- 
ports   572 

tea  and  coffee,  production 572 

Dutch  Guiana,  balata industry 343 

cocoa  production 342 

rice  culture 343 

sugar  prod  uction 343 

trade  conditions 341 

Dyes,  British  India,  industry 536, 539 

Dynamite,  Transvaal,  shipments 7S8 

Bast  Indies.    See  names  of  countries. 

Ebertiardt,  C.  C.  (consul,  Barranqullla,  Co- 
lombia), foreign  trade 361 

Ecuador,  banks,  condition 869 

cocoa  crop 368 

tagua,  shi  pments 368 

trade  review 365 

Edwards,  T.  D.  (consul,  Cludad  Juares,  Mex- 
ico), imports  and  exports 151 

Eggs,  British  Columbia,  imports 24 

China,  freezing 444 

Ontario,  exports 98 

Egypt.  Alexandria,  trade  and  lodustries 793 

cotton,  area  under  cultivation.  785,788,798,707 

foodstuff^,  imports 786 

market  for  ooal 790 

motor  cars,  demand 7B0 

textiles,  Imports 787 

trade  conditions 7M 

Electrical  machinery,  British  South  Africa, 
trade 742,771 
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Electrical  supplies,  Canada,  trade 62 

Japan,  market 613 

Electricity,  Cuba,  generating 250 

Electric  power,  Canada.  exi)orts 10 

Elevators,  Canada,  stonng  of  grain 35 

Elford,  A.  H.  (consular  agent,  Oran,  Algeria), 

foreign  trade 802 

Ellsworth,  L.   T.   (oonsul,  Ciudad  Porfirio 

Diaz,  Mexico),  imi>orts  and  exports 153 

Emigrants,  China,  number 461 

Esparto,  Algiers,  exports 802 

Fair,  world's,  Winnipeg.  1912 36 

Farming  lands.  Mexico,  Americans  acquiring.  107 

Federated  Maky  States,  ooooanuts,  cultiva- 

vation 664 

rubber  industry 563,564 

tin  output 663 

trade  review 562 

Fiber,  British  India,  Industry 529 

China,  cultivation .* 460 

Madagascar,  trade 807 

Mexico,  shipments 188 

Finances,  British  Columbia,  condition 25 

Manoiuiia,  loans,  railway  construction. .  483 
rates  of  exchange,  Mexico  and  United 

States 144 

Firearms,  Turkey  in  Asia,  admission 666 

Fireworks,  China,  trade ; 424 

Fish  and  fisheries,  British  Columbia,  Industry  23 

Canada,  catch 6 

Cape  Colony,  exports 750 

Mimchurla,  industry 607 

Newfoundland,  shipments 126 

New  Bmnswick ,  trade 30,61 

Nova  Sootia,  ou^ut 65,58,70,76 

Ontario,  catch 101 

Persia,  exports 623 

Prince  Edward  Island,  output 107 

Russia  in  Asia,  industry 620 

St.  Pierre  Island,  trade 132 

Uruguay,  development 382 

Fleming,  A.  J.    (oonsul,    Yarmouth,    Nova 

Scotia),  commercial  conditions 76 

Flour,  Chtaa,  trade 408,413,417,467 

Hongkong,  market 616 

Korea,  demand 620 

Manchuria,  imports 470,480,490,611 

Portuguese  East  Africa,  trade 832 

Russia  in  Asia,  market 634 

8u  also  Crops;  Foodstufls;  Wheat 

Foodstuffs,  Brazil 313,326 

Britlshlndla 626,638 

British  South  Africa. 733 

CUna 406 

Cuba 238 

Egypt 786 

Jamaica 267 

Japan 681,606 

Quebec 112 

Society  Islands 720 

Straits  Settlements 668 

Transvaal 768,760 

Trinidad 272 

Turkey  in  Asia 671 

See  auo  Cereals;   Crops;    Grain;    Rice; 
Wheat. 

Footwear,  British  South  Africa,  market 742 

Datch  Quiana,  imi>orts 342 

Jamaica,  trade 267 

Mexico,  market. 163 

Natal,  trade 761 

Nova  Scotia,  imports 64 

Tasmania,  industry 706 

Forestry,  British  India,  area. 646 

Canada, acreage 8,26 

Venezuela,  yield 300 

8u  al80  Timber  lands. 

Forest  fires,  Quebec,  damage Ill 

Foster,  J.  O.  (consul-general,  Ottawa,  Onta- 
rio), trade  and  Industries 5, 89 

Frampton,  H.  A.  (consular  agent,  Roseau, 

Barbados),  foreign  trade 263 

Frazier,  A.  H.  (consul-general,  San  Salvador, 

Salvador) ,  trade  review 220 

Freeman,  C.  M.  (consul,  Durango,  Mexico), 

trade  and  industries 164 

Frel^trates,  British  Honduras 208 

aih]a,ooal 466 
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Freight  rates,  Manchuria,  excessive 484 

Mexloo,  handling 173 

New  York  to  Dalny 504 

Siberian  raOroads. 400 

Turkey  in  Asia 663 

French  Africa.    See  names  of  colonies. 

French  Indo-C!hina,  trade  review 521 

Friendly  Islands,  foreign  trade 713 

Fruit,  British  (Columbia,  industry 16,22,24 

Cape  Colony,  exports 750 

Cuba,  production 255 

Mexico,  development. 1 41 

Nova  Scotia,  industry .-. 66,63 

Persia,  exports 623 

Turkey  In  Asia,  culture. 668 

See  also  Apples. 

Gcunbia,  forelgntrade 727 

Gambler,  Straits  Settlements,  exports 570 

Garrds,  Arthur  (consul,  Zanzibar),  trade 

conditions 770 

Garrett,  A.  B. (oonsul,  Nuevo  Laredo,  Mexico), 

imports  and  exports 186 

Gas,  natural.  Alberta,  output 14 

(Gasoline  engines.  Canada,  market 106 

Ginseng,  Cmna,  lmi>orts 457,460,517 

Goding,  F.  W.  (oonsul,  Montevideo,  Uru- 
guay), trade  conditions 378 

Gold  Coast  and  Ashanti,  foreign  trade 728 

Gold  dust,  Madagascar,  exports 807 

Gold  mining.  Nova  Scotia,  Industry 57 

Gordon,  G.  M.  (vice-consul,  Aden,  Arabia), 

trade  conditions 401 

Gracey,  S.  L.  (oonsul,  Foochow,  China),  Im- 
ports and  exports 436 

Graham,    Frank   (consular   agent,    Christ- 
church,  New  Zealand),  trade 711 

Grain,  Manitoba,  yield 31 

Ontario,  receipts 02 

Turkey  in  Asiia,  crop 666 

i9e6  0/90  Crops. 

Grants,  British  India,  silk  industry 542 

Canada,  beet^ugar  cultivation 0 

See  also  Botmties. 

Graphophones,  Society  Islands,  market 721 

Greene,  R.  S.  (consul,  Dalny,  Manchuria), 

trade  and  Industries 402 

Greene,  W.  M.  (consul,  Hamilton,  Bermuda), 

Imports  and  exports 265 

GrifiSth,  P.  M.  (oonsul,  Tampico,  Mexico), 

trade  and  industries 105 

Grindstones,  New  Brunswick,  production. . .  30 

Groundnuts,  Gambia,  cultivation 727 

Guadeloupe,  sugar  cultivation 278 

trade  and  Industries 278 

Guatemala,  banana  cultivation 213 

foreign  trade 212 

railroad  construction 214 

Guiana.   See  names  of  colonies. 
Gunsaulus,  £.  N.  (oonsul,  Johannesburg, 

Transvaal),  trade  review 766, 771, 774, 776 

Guyant,  C.  E.  (vice-consul-general.  Panama 

dlty,  Panama),  trade  and  Industries 222 

Gypsum,  Nova  Scotia,  output 67,70 

Turkey  In  Asia,  Industry 660 

Haeberle.  A.  T.  (consul,  ManzanlUo,  Mexico), 

industries 178 

Haiti,  Capo  Haitien,  trade 283 

Oonalves.  Imports  and  exports 283 

Port  au  Prince,  foreign  trade 286 

Port  de  Palx,  Industries 284 

Hale,  F.  D.  (consul.  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad), 
foreign  trade 104,271 

Hanna,  P.  C.  (consul,  Monterey,  Mexico), 

trade 183 

Hanna,  Rea  (consul,  Iqulque,  C^Ue),  trade. .  352 

Hansen,  C.  C.  (vice-oonsufgeneral,  Bangkok, 

Slam),  trade  review 630 

Harbors  and  docks,  British  0>lumbia 25 

British  India 543 

Ceylon 558,650 

CMle 340 

China 477 

Colombia 360 

Cuba 248 

Egypt 798 

Jamaica 270 

Japan 602,606,610,616 
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Harbors  and  dodcs,  Liberia 814 

Manchuria 512 

Mexico 173,189,196 

Morocco 818 

Natal 765 

New  Brunswick 40,64 

New  Zealand 710 

Nova  Scotia 60 

Ontario 89 

Panama 228 

Prince  Edward  Island 108 

Quebec 119 

Uruguay 381 

Hardware,  British  India,  trade 528,534 

Japan,  market 582 

Manchuria,  demand 500 

Natal,  imports 762 

Portuguese  East  Africa,  market. . .  827,828,832 

Straits  Settlements,  trade 668 

Turkey  in  Asia,  demand 677,679 

See  also  Iron  and  steel  maniifartures; 
Tools. 

Harris.  Ira  (consular  agent,  Tripoli,  Turkey  in 

Asia),  trade  conditions 658 

Hart,  A.  W.  (consular  agent,  Canso,  Nova 

Scotia)  ^trade 72 

Harvey,  H.  J.  (consul,  Fort  Erie,  Ontario), 

imports  and  exports 79 

Hats,  Mexico,  demand 164 

Heenan,  I.  E.  (consul,  Newchwang,  Man- 
churia), foreien  trade 607 

Heintsleman,  Perdval  (vice-consul-general, 

Shanghai,  China),  trade  review 403 

Hemp,  Cuba,  culture 249 

Nova  Scotia,  imports 65 

Hendrick,   M.  J.   (consul,  Moncton,   New 

Brunswick)*  industrial  conditions 41 

Henry,  W.  W.  (consul,  Quebec),  Imports  and 

exjwrts 114 

Hides,  Arabia,  shipments 401 

British  India,  exports 531,536 

Burma,  trade 551 

Cape  (^lonv,  shipments 751 

China,  production 441 ,  476 

(Colombia,  exports 364 

Madagascar,  trade 807 

Natal,  output 761 

Panama,  snipments 223 

Peru,  exports 377 

Russia  in  Asia,  sable  skins 630 

Venezuela,  trade 309 

See  also  Skins. 

Hirshfeld,  H.  Z.  (consular  agent,  Paramaribo, 

Dutch  Oulana),  trade  conditions 341 

Hoke,  S.  H.  (consular  agent,  Parrsboro,  New 

Brunswick),  industries 46 

Holadav,  R.  E.  (consul,  Santiago,  Cuba),  in- 

Holt,  G.  E.  (vice-consul-general,  Tangier, 

Morocco),  trade  review 816 

Hollls.  W.  8.  (consul,  Lourengo  Marques, 

Portuguese  East  Africa),  forel^  trade 825 

Honduras,  Celba,  trade 216 

mining,  progress 216 

Puerto  (fortes,  exi>orts 217 

trade  review 216 

Honey,  New  South  Wales,  production 696 

Hongkong,  coal  consumption 617 

cotton  goods  trade 616 

flour  market 516 

Einseng  trade 517 

kerosene  oil.  Imports 517 

railway  extension 514 

rice  consumption 517 

silk  shipments 518 

sugar  refineries 518 

trade  review 513 

See  also  China. 

Hostetter.  Louis  (consul,  Hermoalllo,  Mex- 
ico) ,  industrial  conditions 167 

Hotchklss,  E.  8.  (consul,  Calgary,  Alberta), 

trade  and  industries 13 

Household  goods,  China,  imports 457, 460 

Cuba,  how  shipped 262 

Howells.  J.  A.  (consul,  Grand  Turk,  Turks 

Island),  Imports  and  exports 273 
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Iddlngs,  L.  M.  (oonsol-geoeral,  Cairo,  Egypt), 
trade  ooDditk>ns 784 

Immigration,  Argentina 295 

Bnuil,  enoouraging 335 

Britlah  Colombia,  Asiatic  labor 20, 25 

(Canada,  statistics. 7 

China,  number 461 

Cuba,  decrease 2tt 

Hongkong 520 

Liberia,  provisions 812 

India  rubber.  British  North  Borneo 556 

Insurance,  Cnina,  American  companies 447 

Investments,  Morocco 819 

Mexico.  American 138 

Nova  Scotia,  industries. 67 

Iron  ore,  Cuba,  development 241, 256 

Nova  Scotia,  output 57 

Iron  and  steel,  Australia,  imports. 685 

British  India,  trade 528,535 

China,  Industry 443 

Egypt,  demand* 787 

Japan,  imports 582,503,596 

Manchuria,  market 4X) 

Nova  Scotui,  output 55,69 

Turkey  in  Asia,  trade 679 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures,  Burma,  trade. .      540 

China,  demand 475 

Manchuria,  market 497 

Nova  Sootm,  imports 62 

See  also  Hardware;  Tools. 

Irrigation,  (3ape  Colony,  scheme 754 

(3hile,  development. 347 

Mexico,  project 157 

Ivory,  Arabia,  exjwrts 401 

Jackson,  J.  B.  (consul,  Aleppo,  Turkey  in 
Asia),  trade  review 644 

Jamaica,  bananas,  escports —  268,270 

building  material,  trade 267 

doth^,  market 267 

0(Md  imports 268 

dn:ura  and  medicines,  market 268 

foodstuffs,  trade 267 

foreign  trade 286 

Port  Antonio,  imi>orts  and  exports 2B9 

shoes,  market 267 

tourists,  accommodation 2H> 

Japan,  amultural  experiment  stations 5B5 

banking  facilities 592 

camphor  industry 686,588 

chemicals,  trade 577,908 

coal  output. 612 

condensed  mUk,  imports. 8SfI 

cotton  and  cotton  goods,  trade 506,602,615 

foodstuffs,  market 5Sl,fi06 

Formosa,  foreign  trade 5B7 

harbor  improvements. 602,606 

Kobe,  imports  and  exports 592 

industries,  annual  ooq>ut 606 

iron  and  steel,  imports 582,583,596 

kerosene  oil,  consumption 506 

machinery,  imports. 694,615 

mattine,  exports 580 

Nagasaki,  foreign  trade 006 

po^fflce  savings  banks,  deposits 001 

shipbuilding,  number  employed 601 

/  silk  exports 578,680 

tea  trade 414 

textiles,  market 583,586.593,003 

tonnage  taxes 611 

trade-marks,  registration 686 

trade  review 573 

trade  with  HawalL 584 

trade  with  Philtopine  Islands. 684, 508 

wheless  telegrapny ,  merchant  shipping . .     612 
Yokohama,  trade  and  industries. 613 

Jenkins,  Douelas  (consul,  St.   Piem,  St. 
Pierre  Island) ,  trade  review 132 

Jewell,  J.  J.  (consul,  Melbourne,  AustraUa), 
trade  review 702 

Jewett,  M.  A.  (consul,  Treblzond,  Turkey  in 
Asia),  imports  and  exports 676 

Johnson,  J.  W .  (consul,  Puerto  CabeOo,  V«a- 
ezuela),  exports 400 

Johnston,  James  (consul,  Algieis,  Algeria), 
trade  conditions -    700 
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Jones,  J.  E.  (ooosol-genenil,  Winnipeg,  Mani- 
toba), trade  review 30 

Kehl.  J.  E.  (consul,  Sydney,  Nova  Sootla), 
trade  and  Industries 87 

Kellogg,  J.  C.  (consul,  Colon,  Panama),  trade 
conditions 223 

Kieselguhr,  Algeria,  composition 802 

Killmaster,  O.  B.  (consul,  New  Castle,  New 
South  Wales),  imports  and  exports 698 

Kirk,  M.  B.  (vlce-consul-generar,  Boma,  Bel- 
gian Kongo),  trade  review 725 

Korea,  trade-mark  regulations 622 

trade  review 617 

Iiabor  and  wages,  Australia 604 

Cuba 246 

Egypt 791 

Japan 586 

Liberia 811 

Mexico 167,179 

Ontario 102 

Uruguay 379 

Lac,  British  India,  industry 531 

Lamp  cliimneys,  China,  manufacture 420 

Lang,  Paul  (consul,  Sherbrooke,  Quebec), 

trade  conditions 122 

Lcu-d,  Straits  Settlements,  imports 568 

Lay,  J.  O.  (consul-general.  Cape  Town,  Brit- 
ish South  Africa),  trade  review 732, 747 

Leather,  Japan,  imports 596 

Mexico,  output 168 

Lee,  S.  T.  (consul,  Nogales,  Mexico),  -foreign 

trade 184 

Le  Vatte,  C.  V.  (consular  agent,  Louisburg, 

Nova  Scotia),  industries 73 

Lespinasse,  A.  J.  (consul,  Frontera,  Mexico), 

industrial  conditions 159 

Liberia,  agriculture,  outlook 811 

immigration  laws 812 

minerals,  development 812 

trade  review 809 

Limes,  green,  Barbados,  exports 264 

Limestone,  Nova  Scotia,  shipments 58 

Unard,  Drew  (consul,    Cdba,  Honduras), 

trade 216 

Llndenmeyer,   Erich  (consular  agent,  Ho' 

deida,  Arabia),  imports  and  exports 402 

Live  stock,  Argentina,  number 296 

Australia,  industry 600 

Braxil,  imports 330 

British  Columbia,  trade 24 

British  India,  number 545 

Canada,  vahie 5,31,60, 102 

Mexico,  cattle  raising 178 

New  South  Wales,  total 606 

Queensland,  number 701 

Livingston,  C.  N.  (consul,  Salina  Cruz,  Mex- 
ico), trade 189 

Livingston,  L.  W.  (consul,  Cape  Haitien, 

Haiti),  trade 283 

Loans,  Canada,  to  farmers 35 

Locomotives,  British  India,  shipments 529,535 

China,  buUdhig 472 

Portimiese  East  Africa,  negotiations 833 

Long,  J.  i.  (consular  agent,  Parial,  Mexico), 

industries 150 

Lumber,  Australia,  imports 685 

China,  shipments 406, 475 

British  Columbia,  industry 20,26 

Egypt,  trade 795 

Manchuria,  Imports 479,600 

Mexico,  consumption. 170 

New  Brunswick,  shipments 40, 51 

Nova  Scotia,  exports 59 

Ontario,  Industry 89,92,95 

Quebec,  exports 111,114,121 

See  also  Wood. 

Lyon.  Ernest  (consul-general,  Monrovia,  Ll- 

oena),  trade  review 809 

Machinery,  Australia,  imports 685 

British  Columbia,  demand 16,22 

British  India,  trade 628, 535 

British  South  Africa,  Imports 734, 742 

Burma,  markets 651 

Cape  Colony,  demand 762 

Egypt,  imports 788 
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Machinery,  Japan,  trade 594,615 

Portuguese  East  Africa,  market 828 

Straits  Settlements,  demand 567 

Transvaal ,  imports 769,770 

Madagascar,  foreign  trade 806 

oU.  petroleum,  output 808 

ruDoer  exports 807 

Magill,  S.  E.  (consul,  Guadalajara,  Mexico), 
trade 165 

Manchuria.  Antung,  trade  and  industries 487 

bean  oil,  trade 602, 506 

beans,  exports 502,508 

cement  works 507 

coal  shipments 502 

control  of  telegraph  and  cable  lines 485 

cotton  manufactures,  import^ . .  479. 490, 497, 510 

currency,  medium  of  exchange 481 

Dalny,  trade  and  industries 492 

edpcation.  progress 486,492 

excessive  freight  rates 484 

fisheries,  catch 507 

flour  Imports 479,499,511 

freight  rates.  New  York  to  Dalny 504 

liarbor  construction 484 

hardware,  trade 600 

Iron  and  steel  imports 490 

kerosene  oil,  trade 479, 499 

loans,  railway  construction 483 

lumber  imports 479, 600 

mineral  deposits 481 

Newchwang,  foreign  trade 507 

opening  of  Port  Arthur 505 

provincial  bank,  capital 482 

railway  development 483,488 

railway  material,  imports 479,497 

reduction  In  telegraph  rates 485 

salt  industry 607 

silk  Industry 491,502 

silkworm  cultivation 407 

timber  lands,  monopoly 487 

tobacco  manuiiactures ,  Imports 501 

trade,  conditions 478 

See  also  China. 

Manitoba,  crop  returns 30,31,32 

dairy  products,  prices 32 

live-stock  industry 31 

railway  construction 32 

Winnipeg,  trade  review 30 

Manning,  I.  A.  (consul.  La  Guaira,  Venezu- 
ela), trade  conditions 364,393 

Martin,  C.  W.  (consul,  Bridgetown,  Barba- 
dos), trade  and  industries 260 

Martin,  L.  A.  (consul,  Chihuahua,  Mexico), 
foreign  trade 1 48 

Martin,  William  (consul-general,  Hankow, 
China),  trade  conditions 437 

Martinique,  foreign  trade 280 

sugar  industry 280 

Masterson,  W.  W.  (consul,  Harput,  Turkey 
in  Asia),  trade  and  industries. 661 

Mattings,  China,  trade 519,426 

Japan,  exports 580 

Maynard,  Lester  (consul,  Vladivostok),  trade 
review 626 

McBride,  J.  J.  (consular  agent,  Amprlor,  On- 
tario), exports 91 

McCulIough,  C.  A.  (consul,  St.  Stephen,  New 
Brunswick)^  imports  and  exi>orts 53 

McGoogan,  G.  B.  (consul.  La  Paz,  Mexico), 
trade 171 

McCreery,  F.  R.  (consul-general,  Santo  Do- 
mingo), trade  review 286 

McMillan,  Neal  (consul,  Samia,  Ontario), 

McNally ,  J.' C.'(consui,  Nanking,  China),  for- 
eign trade 445 

Mesnaka,  Nasif  (consular  agent,  Damascus, 

Turkey  in  Asia),  trade 657 

Mexico,  Acapulco,  trade  and  industries 140 

Aguascalientes,  industries 143 

American  investments 138 

Americans  acquiring  farming  lands 197 

bananas,  cultivation 164 

banks,  deposits 138,169 

building  enterprises 147,149 

cattle-rusing  industry 178 

charges,  freight  handling 173 

Chihuahua,  trade  conditions. 148 
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Mexico,  cider,  demand 162 

Cludad  Joares,  imports  and  exports 151 

Ciadad  Porflrio  Diaz,  foreign  trade 153 

com  cultivation 160 

cotton  consumption 169 

cotton  growing,  success 191 

crops,  value 139,144,165,170 

Durango,  trade  and  Industries 154 

Ensenada,  imports  and  exports 159 

footwear,  market 163 

Frontera,  industrial  conditions 159 

firul  t  development. 141 

go  vemmenC  rail  ways. 138 

QuadaUUara,  trade 166 

hats,  demand. 164 

Hermosillo,  industrial  conditions 167 

irrigation,  development. 157 

La  Paz,  trade 171 

land  concessions 159 

lumber,  consumption. 170 

Hanzanillo,  industries 173 

Matamoras,  trade  and  Industries. 176 

Magadan,  trade. 181 

Mexico  City,  exports 182 

mineral  production 139, 147, 165 

Monterey .  trade 183 

manidpei  Improvements . . .  1 4C,  156, 165, 181 ,  196 

mosioai  instruments,  demand 169 

Nogales.  Ibreign  trade 184 

Nuevo  Laredo ,  imports  and  exiMirts 186 

Parral,  industries. ISO 

Progreso,  trade 187 

railroad  construction 145,155,168 

rates  of  exchange.  United  States 144 

rubber,  output 139,191 

Salina  Cnu,  trade 189 

Saltillo,  industrial  conditions 190 

San  Luis  Potosi,  trade  conditions. 192 

Tampico,  trade  and  industries 195 

tanneries,  output 168 

textiles,  Imports 204 

tourists. 136 

trade  extension 142,163,160,180 

trade  review 135 

transportation  dUBcultles 174,180 

Usumadnta  River,  improvements 161 

Veracruz,  foreign  trade 201 

wines,  demand. 174 

Zacatecas.  Industrie 147 

Meats,  canned,  China,  demand 426 

Meier,  Enrique  (consular  agent,  MoUendo, 
Peru),  Industries 376 

Milk,  condensed,  British  South  Afkica,  de- 
mand       740 

China,  Imports 458 

JapAUftrade. 597 

Miller,  C.  A.  (consul,  Matamoras,  Mexico), 
trade  and  industries 176 

Minerals,  Australia .  output 602 

Bolivia,  deposits. 306 

Brazil,  exports 328 

British  Columbia,  output. 18,29 

Canada,  deposits. 6, 37 

I.Iberia,  development. 812 

Manchuria,  resources 481 

Newfoundland,  production 128 

New  South  Wales.output 896 

Nova  Scotia,  development 55 

Peru,  deposits 376,377 

Salvador,  resources 231 

Tasmania,  output 706 

Transvaal,  exports 769 

Turkey  In  A  sla ,  deposits 665, 668, 675 

See  also  Coed;  Mines  and  mining. 

Mines  and  mining,  Bolivia,  output 306 

British  India,  resources 545 

British  South  A  fricn ,  gold  output 732 

Burma,  development 553 

China,  resources 412,472 

Colombia,  conditions 359 

Costa  Rica,  development 211 

Federated  Malay  States,  output 564 

Honduras,  progress. 216 

Korea,  gola  output 617 

Mexico,  production. 130,147,174 

Mexico,  treatment  of  silver  ores. 151 

Newfoundland,  mineral  deposits 128-130 

NewBruiiswlck/x>alandironore,outpat.  40,43 


put 

Nicaragua,  <! 
Russia  in  Ai 
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Mines  and  mining,  New  Zealand,  gold  out- 

710 

development 220,221 

Asia,  deposits 027 

81am,  resources. 642 

Society  Islands,  phosphate  deposits 716 

Transvaal,  gold  output ^  770 

Uruguay,  cottoessions 383 

See  also  Coal;  Minerals. 
Mitchell,  Mason  (consul,  Apia,  Samoa),  for- 
eign trade 714 

Molasses,  British  India,  trade 525,542 

Barbados,  exports 262 

Moortiead,  M.  K.  (consul,  Acapuico,  Mexico;, 

trade  and  industries 140 

Moose,  New  Brunswick,  number  kUled 51 

Morocco,  trade  review 816 

Mortgages,  (Canada,  on  farms 35 

Mosher,   R.   B.   (consul.    Port    Elizabeth. 

Cape  Colony),  foreign  trade 754 

Motor  boats,  British  Coltnnbia,  demand 23 

China,  market 426 

Nova  Sootia,  trade 58 

Motorcars,  Australia,  imports 686 

Egypt,  demand 790 

Prince  Edward  Island,  use  prohibited ...  108 

MunicIiMil  improvements,  BraziL 838 

China 420 

Colombia. 861 

Japan 604 

Mexico 146,148,156,165,181,196 

Ontario « 

Quebec 118 

Musical  instruments,  Mexico,  demand 169 

Nova  Scotia,  trade 64 

See  alio  Pianos. 

Natal,  coal  output 768 

oommerdal  travelers' tax. 764 

disease  among  cattle. 768 

trade  and  industries 757 

wool  shipments 758 

Newfoundland,  fish  exports 126 

mineral  production 128 

savings  banks  deposits 125 

sealskins,  shipments 127 

seal  fishery 125 

seal  oil.  production 127 

shipbuilding  industry 126 

slatequarmng 120 

trade  conditions 125 

whales,  catch 128 

wliale  oil,  production 128 

New  Brunswioc,  agricultural  resources 48 

barytes,  deposits 47 

butter  production 50 

CampbcUton,  trade  review 38 

coal  output 43,46 

discovery  of  iron  ore 40 

dockingfadlities 40 

dredging  Miramlchl  River 46 

fish  and  fisheries,  production 30,51 

nindstones,  production 30 

uve  stock,  number 50 

lumber  shipments 40,61 

Moncton,  industrial  conditions 41 

moose,  number  killed 61 

Newcastle,  trade 44 

Parrsboro,  industries 46 

railway  extension 39,42 

St  John,  agricultural  conditions 47 

St.  Stephen,  imports  and  exports. 68 

transportation  utdllties 64 

tripoute  industry 47 

value  of  crops 48 

winter  port,  establishment 64 

New  South  Wales,  crops 606 

dairy  products 606 

mineral  output 606 

Newcastie,  unports  and  exports 608 

trade  review 605 

trade  with  Philippfaie  Islands 608 

New  Zealand,  Auckland,  trade  conditions. . .  710 

Christchurch,  trade 711 

Dunedin,  trade  and  industries 711 

gold  mining,  output 710 

oade  review 708 

Wellington,  trade  conditions 712 
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Nlcanigua,  Blueflelds.  declared  exports 218 

Cape  Oradas  a  Dios,  trade  ooDdltloiM.. . .  210 

mlDlng  operations 221 

rubber  imports 221 

shipping  fodllties 220 

trade  review 218 

Nitrates,  Chile,  exports 349,352 

Northwestern  RhodeHla.  foreign  trade 774 

Norton,  E.  J.  (consul,  Asuncion,  Paraguay), 

trade  review 389 

Nova  Scotia,  American  tourists 77 

Canso,  trade 72 

coal  output 68 

com  Imports 63,66 

crop  values 66 

cutlery ,  imports 62 

dried  fruit,  demand 63 

flsbery  products,  value 65,68,70,76 

fruit  mdustry 66 

gypsum  output 70 

Halifax,  trade  review 66 

Investments  in  industries 67 

Iron  and  steel,  output .- 65,60 

Louisburg,  industries 73 

lumber  exports 60 

mineral  production 65, 67 

motor  boats,  market 60 

musical  instruments,  trade 64 

PIctou,  imports 74 

Port  Hawkesbury ,  industries 74 

provisions,  imports 63 

shipping  faonities 66,60 

Sydney,  trade  and  industries 67 

wall  paper,  imports 63 

Yarmouth,  commercial  conditions 76 

O'Hara.  J.  W.  (consul,  Santos,  Brazil),  trade 

oondltlons 332 

on,  Arabia,  Imports 402 

Morocco,  market 821 

Burma,  output 653 

citronella,  Ceylon,  exports 561 

kerosene,  British  India,  imports 627, 536 

China,  trade 405 

Dutch  East  Indies,  imports 572 

Hongkong,  market 517 

Japan,  imports 696 

Manchuria,  trade 470, 499 

Russia  in  Asia,  deposits 629 

Madagascar,  output 806 

mineral,  Mexico,  production 139 

Straits  Settlements,  imports 569 

wood,  China,  exports 442 

Olivares,  loa6  de  (consul,  Managua,  Nica- 
ragua), foreign  trade 218 

Olive  oO,  Turkey  In  Asia,  production 679 

Olive  trees.  Cape  Colony ,  cultivation 753 

Onions,  Bermuda,  exports 266 

Ontario,  Amprior,  trade 91 

building  operations 83,86,88,100 

cereab.  acreage  planted 102 

Com  Growing  Convention 103 

Comwall,  trade  and  industries 78 

com  crop 103 

dairy  products,  industry 78,85,92 

deepening  Livingstone  Channel 102 

eggs,  exports 92 

excavating  Detroit  River 101 

Fort  Erie.  Imports  and  exports 79 

grain  receipts 92 

Hamilton,  trade  and  Industries 80 

Kingston,  trade  conditions 83 

lumber  industry 89,02,96 

Niagara  Falls,  declared  exports 86 

Orinia,  trade 87 

Ottawa,  trade  and  industries 89 

Owen  Sound ,  trade  conditions 91 

potatoes,  exports 99 

Presoott,  declared  exports 94 

railway  constmction 88 

Samia,  exports 94 

Sanlt  Ste.  Marie,  industrial  conditions. . .  94 

sugar  betfts,  cultivation 103 

tobacco  crop 102 

Toronto,  industrial  conditions 96 

Trenton,  Imports  and  exports 86 

Windsor,  trade  and  industries 99 
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Opium.  British  India,  exports 632 

Cblna.  Imports 416,423,461,468 

Hongkong  .trade 610 

Orange  River  Colony,  foreign  trade 771 

Oranges,  Turkey  in  Asia,  crop 671 

Osaka,  Japan,  trade  conditions 602 

Osterhout,  Paul  (consular  agent,  Bocas  del 

Toro,  Panama),  trade .- 227 

Owen,  William  (vioe-oonsal-general,  Guate- 
mala), foreim  trade 212 

Osmun,  E.  H.  (consul-general,  Constanti- 
nople, Turkey),  trade 651,676 

ralnts.  Nova  Scotia,  trade 63 

Tasmania,  market 705 

Panama,  banana  industry 223,227 

Bocas  del  Toro,  trade 227 

building  operations 225 

coal  imports 225 ,  227 

Colon,  trade  conditions 223 

harbor  Improvement 228 

Increased  cost  of  living 225 

rnnam-  ''fv,  exports 228 

1 ' : : '' »  '-  '  ■ '.  [lurts 223 

trade  review 222 

Paper,  British  Columbia,  manufacture 19 

British  India,  output 642 

China,  shipments. , 469 

Tasmania,  imports .' 706 

Paraguay,  trade  review 360 

Passport,  Cuba,  requirement 247 

Pavne,  0.  H.  (consul,  Charlotte  Amalle,  St. 

Thomas),  foreign  trade.... 274 

Ptarls,  Society  Islands,  Industry 719 

Ptpper,  Straits  Settlements,  exports 569 

Pcrrv,  C.  B.  (vice-consul-general,  Calcutta, 

British  India),  industries 540 

Persia,  eoooons,  trade 624 

cotton  crop 623 

cotton  goods,  imports 623 

fruit  exports 623 

mg  trade 623 

sugar  consumption 623 

Teheran ,  trade 625 

trade  review 622 

Pern,  coca  leaves,  exports 377 

cotton  and  cotton  seed,  exports 373 

mineral  deposits 376,377 

Mollendo,  mdustries 375 

raUways,  extension 373, 375 

Salaverry,  trade  oonditlwis 376 

sugar  exports 377 

trade  review 372 

Petroleum.    See  Oils. 

Philippine  Islands,  trade  with  Chhia 408 

Phosphate,  Society  Islands,  deposits 716 

Turkey  in  Asia,  supply 669 

Pianos,  Ontario,  market 84 

See  dUo  Musical  instraments. 

Pickerell,  G.  H.  (consul.  Pare,  Bratil),  foreign 

trade 319 

Pineapples,  preserved,  Straits  Settlements, 

Plumacber,'  E.*  H.'Coonsui,*  Msunavoedbo,'  Wevie- 

Kuela),  industries 398 

Plumbago,  Ceylon,  exports 561 

Poppy,  CninaJ^ade 413 

Pontius,  A.  W.  (consul,  Swatow,  China), 

foreign  trad  e 464 

Population,  Australia 693 

Canadian  provinces 47 

Manchuria 480 

Pdrtuguese  Bast  Africa,  cotton  goods,  Im- 

Imports 826-828,832 

hardware,  market 827,828,832 

trade  review 825 

Postal  service,  China,  improvements 41 1 

Potatoes,  New  Brunswick,  crop 49 

Ontario,  exports 92 

See  al90  Crops 104 

Patter,  Julian  (consul,  Nassau,  Bahamas), 

foreign  trade 259 

Prices,  Algeria,  olive  and  cotton-seed  oils 804 

Australia,  wool 690 

Barbados,  sugar 262 

British  Columbia,  eggs 24 

British  Honduras,  land 208 
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Prion,  British  India,  cotton  3rarD8 641 

British  South  AMoa,  dried  peaches 730 

Cape  Colony,  wine  and  brandy 763 

Egypt.  coaL 790 

ooiton 786 

Federated  Malay  States,  rubber 664 

Guadeloupe,  sugar  cane 378 

Hongkong,  silk 618 

Japan,  coal 609 

Manchuria,  beans  and  bean  oil 602 

coal 485,602 

cocoons 491 

flour 499 

kerosene  oil 499 

land 481 

lumber 600 

textiles 610 

Manitoba,  butter 31 

cattle. 31 

Mexico,  Ibodstufls 144,147 

hats 164 

shoes 163 

sisal  hemp 187 

Natal,  sucar 758 

Newfbunoland,  coal 129 

New  Brunswick,  hay 49 

potatoes 49 

Nova  Scotia,  fish 58 

Ontario,  dieese 79 

hogs 92 

lumber 89 

Prince  Edward  Island,  cement 106 

dairy  products 106 

fish  and  lobsters 107 

hay..: 104 

Uvestock. 105,106 

potatoes 104 

Quebec,  dairy  products 123 

Russia  in  Asia,  provisions 637 

sable  and  beaver  sldns. 630 

Society  Islands,  mother-o^pearl  shells ...  719 

vanilla 719 

Straits  Settlements,  pepper 669 

pineapples 670 

Tasmania,  shoes. 705 

Turkey  in  Asia,  foodstufls 671,672 

oUveoU 658 

shoes 664 

Turks  Island,  foodstuffs 274 

Uruguay,  ostrich  feathers. 391 

Wiimipes,  coal 38 

See  alMO  Cost. 

Prickltt,  W.  A.  (consul-general,  Auckland, 
New  Zealand),  trade  review 706,710 

Prince  Edward  island,  crops 104 

dairy  products,  exports 106 

easoiine  engines,  demand 106 

mdustrial  conditions 104 

motor  cars,  use  prohibited 106 

Proux,  A.  J.  (consular  agent,  Tunis,  Algeria), 

trade  and  industries 803 

Providons,  Nova  Scotia,  imports 63 

Portuguese  East  Africa,  demand 827, 828 

Public  debt,  Chile 348 

Quebec,  asbestos  rock,  output 123 

cotton  consumption 112 

foodstufls,  transportation. 112 

forest  fires,  damage Ill 

lumber  exports Ill,  114, 121 

Montreal,  bade 110 

railway  construction 118 

Rimouskl,  industries 118 

Sherbrooke,  trade  conditions 122 

St.  John's,  trade 121 

strikes,  settlement. 112 

Queensland,  live  stock,  totaL 701 

trade  conditions 700 

wool  exports 701 

BaUways,  Algiers 800,804 

Argentina,  development. 300 

Australia,  statistics. 688 

Brasil,  extension 327,334 

Briti^  South  Africa,  construction 746 

British  Columbia,  improvements 28 

British  Honduras,  completion 208 

British  Sudan,  reujrlng 783 


Pa«c 

RaUways,  Canada,  statUtios 7 

Cape  Colony 753 

Ceylon,  construction 589 

Chile,  improvements 350 

China,  progress 410 

Colombia,  extension 360 

Costa  Rica,  development 211 

Egypt,  progress...... 786 

Guatemala,  construction 214 

Hongkong,  extension 514 

Madarascar 808 

Manchuria,  development 483,488,497 

Manitoba,  oonstnietlon 33 

Mexico,  eamincs 138,139 

New  Brunswick,  extension 80,42 

Nova  Scotia,  systems 65 

Ontario,  construction 88 

Paraguay,  development S72 

Peru,  oompletion 373,375 

Portuguese  East  Africa 287,836 

guebec.  consolidation 116,118 
ussia  in  Asia,  progress 631 

Salvador,  extension 232 

Slam,  expenditures 641,643 

Urugua3^  construction 384 

^ee  oifo  Transportation:  Street  raUways. 
RaOway  material,  British  India,  imports. .  529,535 

China,demand 406,436 

manufacture 444,472 

Manchuria,  market 479,497 

Portuguese  East  Africa,  imports 833 

Rairden,  B.  S.  (consul,  Batavia),  trade 672 

Ratesofinterest,  Canada,  farm  mortgages...       36 

Rattans.  Straits  Settlements,  trade 570 

Ravndal,  G.  B.  (oonsul-genOTal,  Beirut,  Tur- 
key in  Asia),  foreign  trade 664,658,650 

Reunion,  foreign  trade 800 

Riblet,  W.  S.  (consular  agent.  Nelson,  British 

Columbia),  trade  and  industries 21 

Rice,  British  Guiana, cultivation .^...     341 

British  India,  crop 532 

Burma,  industry 661 

China,  crops 406 

Dutch  Guiana,  culture 343 

Hongkong,  consumption 617 

Japan,  trade 576,688 

Persia,  exports 624 

Slam,  crop 642 

Straits  Settlements,  imports 568 

Rivers,  British  Honduras,  dxedging 208 

Mexico,  dredgingPanuco  River 196 

Usumadnta  River,  Improvements. . .      161 
New  Brunswick,  dredging  of  MiramichI 

River rrr^ 45 

Ontario,  excavathig  Detroit  River 101 

Rodgers,  J.   L.   (consul-general,  Habana), 

trade  review 2S3 

Rowen,  J.  E.  (consul,  Punta  Arenas,  Chfle), 

trade 353 

Rugs,  Persia,  exports 623 

Rubber,  Bolivia,  Industry 307,300 

Bratil,  exports. 316,320,320 

Ceylon,  cultivation 660 

Federated  Malay  States,  industry 663,564 

Madagascar,  exports 807 

Mexico,  output 189,191 

Nicaragua,  Industry 231 

Panama,  exports 223 

'  Straits  Settlements,  trade. 570 

Rural  mail  delivery,  Canada,  extension. 9 

Russia  in  Asia,  ooal,  quality 638 

cost  of  living. 637 

crops 627 

fish  industry 620 

flour  trade. 6S4 

petroleum  deposits. 620 

skins,  trade. 690 

trade  review 696 

Ryder,  F.  M.  (consul,  Rimouskl,  Quebec), 
bdostriea. US 

Sackett,  M.  R.  (consul,  Presoott,  Ontario), 

dedared  exports. 04 

Sago,  Straits  Settlements,  exports. 670 

Salt,  Manchuria,  industry 507 

Ontario,  output. 101 

Turkeyin  Asia,  trade. 660 

Turia  island,  industry 273 
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Salvador,  banking  oonditloDS 231 

oofltocrop 229 

mineral  resouroet 281 

railway  extension. 232 

trade  review 229 

Samoa,  foreLm  trade 714 

Sammons,  Thomas  (consul-general,  Seoul, 

Korea) ,  trade  review C17 

Sardines,  Moroooo,  exports. 823 

Sausage  casings,  Turkey  In  Asia,  shipments. .     682 
SavhiKS  banks.    See  Banks  and  banking. 

School  and  education,  Chile,  progress 351 

China,  engineering  college 472 

progress 462,473,480,492 

Manchuria,  elementary 606 

Mexico,  compulsory 171 

Uruguay,  aKTlcuItural  school 392 

Sddmore,  O.  H.  (consul,  Nagasaki,  Japan), 

foreign  trade 606 

Seals.  Newfoundland,  catch 125, 127 

Sealskins,  Newfoundland,  shipments 127, 

Seal  oil,  Newfoundland,  production 127 

Seeds,  British  India,  shipments 531,539 

Sevfert,  A.  O.  (consul,  Owen  Sound,Ontario), 

trade  condl  tlons 91 

Shanklln,  Arnold  (consul-general,  Mexteo). 

trade  review 135 ,  182, 228 

Shanghnessv,  W.  D.  (consul,  Aguascallentes, 

Mexico),  fodustrles 143 

Shells,  Society  Islands,  mother-of-pearl 719 

Shepard,  J.  M.  (consul,  Hamilton,  Ontario), 

trade  and  industries 80 

Ships  and  shipping,  Argentina 303 

Australia 694 

Bermuda. 266 

BraiU 319,321,328 

British  Columbia 21,25,27 

British  India 544 

British  North  Borneo 558 

Chile 348 

China 410 

Cuba 247,252 

Guadeloupe 280 

Hongkong 620 

Liberia 814 

Manchuria 483,499,603 

Mexico 140,189,199 

Morocco 816 

Newfoundland 126 

Nicaragua 220 

Nova&otia 55,60 

Ontario 92,99,100 

Panama.*. 224,228 

Peru 373,375 

Quebec 111,113 

Russia  in  Asia 631 

St.  Pierrelsland 132 

Straits  Settlements 572 

Turkey  in  Asia 657,683 

Uruguay 385 

Shipbuitding,  Japan,  number  employed 601 

Newfoundland,  industry 126 

Shoes.    See  Footwear. 

Shotts,  G.  W.  (consul,  Sanlt  Ste.  Marie,  On- 
tario), Industrial  conditions 94 

Siam,  drainage  and  waterworks  system 641 

mineral  resources 642 

raUroads,  expenditures 641,643 

trade  review 639 

Siberia,    ^ee  Russia  in  Asia. 

Sierra  Leone,  trade  conditions 730 

SllkLChlna,  industry 407,427,433 

Hongkong,  shipments 518 

Japan,  exports 578,680 

Manchuria,  industry 491 ,  602 

Silkworms,  Manchuria,  cultivation 407 

Silk  goods,  British  India,  trade 528,538 

Burma,  imports 549, 561 

Silver,  China,  coinage 464 

Skins.  Algeria,  quality 802 

Morocco,  exports 822 

Tnui8vaal,_shipments 769 

Tripoll-Ui-Barbary,  trade 837 

See  alto  Hides. 

Slates,  Newfoundland,  quality 129 

Smith.  A.  E.  (consul,  Victoria,  British  Co- 
hmibia),  industries 23 
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I,  J.  H.  (cootul,  Kobe,  Japan),  Im- 
.        and  exports. 592,602 

Snyder,  A.  G.  (consol-geDeral,  Buenos  Aires, 

Arsentina),  trade  oonditioQB 301 

Snyder.    N.  R.    (consul,    Port    Antonio, 

Jamaica),  trade 260 

Society  Isumds,  foreign  trade 716 

minerals,  production 716,718 

South  America.    i9ee  names  of  subdivisions..  294 

Southern  Rhodesia,  trade  review 776 

Spices,  British  India,  Imports 534 

Spirits,  wines,  andmaltlfquors,  British  India, 

trade 538 

Straits  Settlements,  Imports 568 

Sponges.  Turkey  in  Asia,  Industnr 660 

Turks  Island,  trade 278 

Sporting  goods.  Nova  Scotia,  Imports 68 

Starrett,  H.  P.  (deputy  consul-general,  Ha- 

bana),  conditions  In  Cuba 242 

St.  Pierre  Island,  fish  industry 132 

trade  review 182 

St.  Thomas,  foreign  trade 274 

Steel.    i9«e  Iron  and  steel. 

SteinkrOger.  Frederick  (consular  agent,  Za- 

catecas,  Mexico),  Industries 147 

Stewart.  N.  B.  (consul,  Madras,  British  In- 
dia), foreign  trade 543 

Street  railways,  BrasU,  electrification 338 

British  (^lumbia,  traffic 28 

China,  completion 454 

Strikes,  Austraua. 608 

Canada,  number  involved 9 

Quebec,  settlement 112 

Straits  Settlements,  foodstufls,  imports 568 

hardware,  trade 568 

machinery,  market 567 

oils,  imiMrts 560 

textiles,  market 567 

tin  industry 569 

tobacco  manufactures,  trade 568 

trade  review 565 

Subsidies.  Canada,  mall 8 

shipping,  Canada  and  South  Africa 764 

Sugar,  Barbados,  exports 262 

Brasll,  tadustry 324 

British  India,  Imports 525,534 

British  South  Africa,  market 741 

Canada,  consumption 9 

China,  Imports 406,445 

Cuba,  production 240,248,253 

Domlnloan  Republic,  exports 287 

Dutch  Guiana,  industry 343 

Guadeloupe,  cultivation 278 

Hongkong,  crop 518 

Manchuria,  Imports 490 

Martinique,  inaustry 280 

Natal,  output 768 

Persia,  imports 623 

Peru,  exports 377 

Sugar  beets,  Ontario,  cultivation 103 

Sugar  cane,  Australia,  industry 690 

Tagna,  Ecuador,  shipments 368 

Tallow,  China,  exports 476 

Tanneries,  Mexico,  output 168 

Tarifls  and  duties,  Brasll,  merchandise 322 

British  South  Africa,  canned  meats 740 

catalogues 746 

Canada,  preferential 61 

China,  port  coUecUons.  419,428,434,443,453,462 

Cuba  and  United  States,  reciprocal 238 

Cuba,  coffee 254 

Nova  Scotia,  motor  boats 72 

Society  Islands,  oopra  and  shells 718 

Turkey,  lmi>orts 684 

Zanxibar,  manufkitured  articles 783 

Tasmania,  trade  conditions.. 703 

Taxatfon,  Cuba,  readjustment 235 

Taxes,  Japan,  tonnage 611 

Taylor,  S.  M.  (oonsm-general,  Callao,  Pern), 

trade  review 369 

Tea,  British  India,  production 530 

Ceylon ,  exports 550 

China,  trade 442 

Dutch  East  Indies,  productfon 873 

Japan,  shipments 414 

Persia,  imports 623 
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Tea,  Russia  In  Asia,  trade 636 

Telohmazm,  W.  C.  (oodsuI,  Colombo,  Ceylon), 

trade  conditions 668 

TelegTBphrate6,ChlnaandMan(diurla..  411,485,606 

Telegraph  and  cable  lines,  Manchuria,  control  485 

Telephones,  Canada,  Kovemment  ownership.  36 

Terms  of  payments,  Cuba 262 

Turkey  in  Asia,  complaints 647 

Terres,  J.  B.  (consul.  Port  au  Prince,  Haiti), 

foreign  trade 286 

Textiles,  British  India,  Industry 541 

China, trade ,..  423,440,446,456,468,474 

Cuba,  imports 238 

Egjrpt,  market 787 

Japan,  trade 683,586,503,603 

Mexioo,  imports 204 

Straits  Settlements,  market 567 

Tripoll-ln-Barbary,  demand 838 

See  alto  Cotton  manufactures. 

Textile  machinery,  British  India,  trade 628 

Thompson,  E.  H.  (consul,  Progreso,  Mexico), 

industries 187 

Tbnber  lands,  British  (Columbia,  acreage 20 

Manchuria,  monopoly 487 

See  also  Forestry. 

Tin,  Bolivia,  output 306 

China,  import 467 

Federated  Malay  States,  exports 563 

Slam,  output 642 

Straits  Settlements,  exports 560 

Tinware,  British  South  A  f rica,  demand 743 

Tobacco,  British  North  Borneo,  cultivation . .  556 

British  South  Africa,  trade 743 

Burma,  industry 552 

China,  exports 460 

Cuba,  trade 240,248,254 

Dominican  Republic,  shipments 289 

Egypt,  imports 796 

Ontario,  crop 102 

Turkey  in  Asia,  industry 682 

Tobacco  manufactures,  British  India,  trade. .  526 

China,  imports 423 

Manchuria,  market 501 

Straits  Settlements,  trade 568 

See  aJto  Cigarettes. 

Tokyo  and  Paris,  direct  rail  connection 488 

Toob,  Tasmania,  market 706 

Su  aUo  Hardware;  Iron  and  steel  manu- 
factures, y 

Totten,  R.  J.  (consul,  Puerto  Plata,  Domini- 
can Republic),  foreign  trade 289 

Tourists,  Bermuda 266 

Jamaica 270 

Mexioo 135 

Nova  Scotia 77 

Trinidad,  foodstuffs,  imports 272 

foreign  trade 271 

Trade  extension,  Argentina 299 

Burma 565 

China 414,426 

Cuba 251 

Domlnlcaq  Republic 288 

Japan 613 

Mexico 142.163,160,180 

Morocco 823 

Ontario 84 

Paraguay 371 

Quebec 123 

Slam 641 

Turkey  in  Asia 657 

Uruguay 379 

Trade-marks,  Ctilna,  registering 454 

Japan,  laws  governing 586 

Korea,  regulations 632 

Transportation,  Abyssinia,  cost  of 725 

Bolivia,  means  of 307 

Mexico,  diflficultles 174,180 

Morocco,  improvement 817 

New  Brunswick,  faculties 64 

Turkey  in  Asia,  methods 663 

Venecuela,  new  routes 304 

See  aifo  Railways;  Street  railways. 

Transvaal,  diamonds,  imports 769 

foodstuffs,  market 768, 760 

trade  review 766 

Travelers'  licenses,  British  South  Africa,  cost.  745 

TreattaB,  Franoo^^anadian,  ratification 8 
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Trimmer,  £.  W.  (oonsol.  Cape  OiBdas  a  DIos, 

Nicaragua),  trade  conditions 219 

Tr^li-in-Barbary,  trade  review 836 

Trroolite,  New  Brunswick,  exports 47 

Turkey  m  Asia.  Bagdad,  trade  condltloos. . .  6S1 

Beirut,  foreign  trade 654 

cotton  cultivation 673 

cotton  goods,  imports 662,678 

crops 666,671 

Cyprus,  foreign  trade 659 

Damascus,  trade 657 

Haifa,  imports 658 

Harput,  trade  and  industries 661 

Jerusalem,  foreign  trade 668 

Mersine,  industrial  oonditlona 673 

mineral  deposits 665,668,675 

Smyrna,  imports  and  exports 675 

trade  review 644 

Treblsond,  trade  and  Industries 676 

Tripoli,  trade  conditions 658 

wool  crop 652,665 

Turks  Island,  Imports  and  exports 273 

salt  output 273 

sponges,  industry 273 

Tyter.  John  (consular  agent,  Teheran,  Persia), 

Uganda,  foreign  trade. 778. 

Uruguay,  agricultural  resources. 380 

fisheries,  development 382 

harbor  improvements. 381 

mining  concessions 383 

railway  construction 384 

trade  conditions 378 

wine  production 382 

Tan  Dyne,  Frederick  (consul,  Kingston,  Ja- 
maica), for^gn  trade. 266 

Van  Home,  T.  B.  (consul,  Rosarlo,  Argen- 
tina), imports  and  exports 304 

Van  Sant,  H.  D.  (consul,  Kingston,  Ontario), 

trade  conditions 83 

Vegetables.    <9m  Crops. 

Venesuela,  Maraoaibo,  industries 3B8 

Puerto  Cabello,  exports 400 

trade  oondi  tions IBS 

Victoria,  trade  review 702 

Voetter.  T.  W.  (consul,  SaltiUo,  Mexico),  in- 
dustrial conditions 190 

Wakefiekl,  E.  A.  (consul,  Rangoon,  Burma), 
trade  review 648, 554 

Wallace,  T.  R.  (consul,  Jerusalem,  Turkey  in 

Asia),  foreign  trade 668 

Wall  paper,  Nova  Scotia,  trade 6S 

Waterworte,  Siam,  construction 641 

Wax,  paraflOn^i^Mn,  imports 597 

Webster,  W.  H.  H.  (consul,  Niagara  Falb, 

Ontario),  declared  exports 86 

West,  G.  N.  (consul-general.  Vancouver,  Brit- 
ish Columbia),  trade  conditions 17 

West  Indies.    See  names  of  Islands. 

Whales,  Newfoundland,  catch 128 

Whale  oil,  Natal,  exports 761 

Newfoundland,  production 138 

Wheat,  British  India,  crop 5S3 

New  Brunswick,  output 40 

See  al90  Crops;  Flour;  Foodstuffs. 

White,  Jay  (consul-general,  Bogota,  Colom- 
bia), trade  and  industries 355 

Wilber,  D.  F.  (consul-general,  Halifax,  Nova 

Scotia),  trade  review 56 

Wilder,  A.  P.  (consul-general,  Hongkong), 

trade  conditions * 613 

Williams,  C.  L.  L.  (vice-consul,  Chefoo,  (Thina), 

foreign  trade 438 

Williams,  E.  T.  (consul-general,  Tientsin, 

China),  trade  and  industries 463 

Wlllrich,  Oabhard  (oonsul,  St.  John,  New 

Brunswick),  agricultural  conditions 47 

Wine.  Australia,  industry 690 

Mexioo,  demand 174 

Uruguay,  production 882 

Winnipeg,  worid's  fair,  1912 86 

Wlnslow,  A.  A.  (consol,  Valparaiso,  Chile), 
trade  review 843,354 
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Wire  feodng,  British  Sooth  Africa,  trade. ...  741 

Wireless  telegraphy,  Canada,  equipping 27 

Japan,  merchant  shipping 612 

Wiretess  stations,  Nova  Scotia,  location 56 

Wo61,J.  W.  (oonsohir  agent,  Oonaives,  Haiti), 

imports  and  exports 283 

Wood,  briar,  Algeria,  exports 801 

Borma,  exports 6fi2 

mahogany,  British  Honduras,  exports. . .  206 

SeeamLumbet. 

Wool,  Australia,  production 690 

British  India,  exports 680 
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Wool,  Natal,  shipments 768 

Queensland,  exports 701 

Turkey  in  Asia,  trade 062^656 

Woolen  goods,  China,  supply 406 

Turkey  in  Asia,  imports 078 

Yams.   Su  Cotton  manufactures. 
Young.  8.  J.  (consular  agent,  Trenton,  On- 
tario), imports  and  exports 86 

Yukon  Territory,  Dawson,  exports 134 

Zansibar,  trade  conditions 779 
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